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Early Polling Results Show Record Numbers 
of Youth Voter Turnout Nationwide 

Sofia Mejías Pascoe
Deputy News Editor

From the looks of early 
polling results, America’s 

largest generation of voters, 
the youth vote from people 
ages 18 to 24, turned out 
to vote in record numbers 
this voting season. The  

Center for Information 
and Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement 
(C.I.R.C.L.E.) projects 
that at least half of young 
people who were eligible to 
vote cast a ballot in the 
presidential election this 
year. 

That number comes just 
over a week after election 
day, and as more ballots are 
counted, the independent 
research organization 
expects that young voter 
turnout could rise to as high 
as 56% after all of the ballots 
across the United States are 
counted.

For Cristina Gomez, 
president of UC Santa 
Barbara’s California Public 
Interest Research Group 
(CALPIRG), young voter 
turnout in this year’s election 
comes as a win. CALPIRG 
registered over 800 students 
at UCSB from the beginning 
of fall quarter to election 
day, and though the ballots 
in California have not been 
fully counted, Gomez said 
the projections for voter 
turnout this year already 
look better than those of 
years past. 

“In prior elections, such as 
in 2018 midterm elections, 
youth voter turnout wasn’t 
as best as it could be. [Out 
of ] 70% of … students who 
registered back in 2018, only 
40% actually voted,” Gomez 
said. “We already see a 
massive increase in youth 
voter turnout.”

Nationally, only about 
42-44% of young voters cast 
a ballot in 2016, according to 
the Center for Information 
and Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement.

In light of the challenges 
posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, UCSB CALPIRG 
ramped up voter registration 
efforts and adapted its 
normal tactics for online 
environments. In previous 
years, CALPIRG’s “Dorm 
Storm” registered 3,000 
students in a span of one to 
two nights, Gomez said. 

But with classes mostly 
remote and dorms mostly 
empty across UC campuses, 
UCSB CALPIRG focused 
on phone banking and 
virtual outreach.

Across all UC campuses, 
CALPIRG registered over 
10,000 students to vote — an 

increase of about 40% from 
the 2018 midterm elections 
— logged over 5,000 hours of 
phone banking, and made 
election announcements in 
over 600 Zoom classrooms.

Through conversations 
with new voters, Gomez 
noticed a general confusion 
about certain election 
resources, something she 
attributed to the pandemic. 
She said students were 
frequently unsure of where 
their polling places were 
located or where to find a 
mail-in drop off box. 

“I think those are different 
challenges that we wouldn’t 
have had in person where 
it’s not in a pandemic 
setting because usually 
that information is pretty 
visible,” Gomez said. 

But UCSB students 
voted despite, and even 
because of, the COVID-19 
pandemic, Gomez said. The 
events of the past year — 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
nationwide racial tensions 
and protests — have made 
way for increased awareness 
and importance of the role 
young people can play in 
deciding national politics.

“Especially with the 
pandemic and how things 
have gone, seeing people 
protesting …  everyone’s 
kind of sharing their opinion 
and wanting to make a 
difference and I think that 
was really a big motivator, 
that young people really 
have a lot of power if they 
turn out to vote,” Gomez 
said. 

For the hundreds of 
volunteers and interns at 
CALPIRG across the UC 
system, Gomez said the 
strong young voter turnout 
was a celebrated success. 
Moving forward, Gomez 
said she would like to see 
more cooperation from 
various student groups 
across campus to increase 
nonpartisan and diverse 
outlets for support.

For now, though, Gomez 
said she wants to get the 
word out about the successful 
voter turnout and encourage 
new voters to keep voting in 
future elections.

“Why should we let 
older populations and 
older generations make the 
decisions that would affect 
our future?” Gomez said.

Asumi Shuda
Staff Writer

Following a divisive 
election season and 
President-elect Joe Biden’s 
victory over President 
Donald Trump, voters across 
the country and the political 
spectrum have displayed a 
wide array of reactions and 
emotions, from celebrations 
outside the White House 
to “Stop the Steal” protests 
in favor of Trump. At UC 
Santa Barbara, students have 
expressed mixed opinions 
regarding post-election 
partisan tensions.

From warnings of post-
election violence to cities 
and businesses putting 
plywood over their buildings 
in anticipation of rioting, 
concerns over Trump’s 
refusal to accept the election 
results have caused some 
students — in both Isla Vista 
and their hometowns — to 
worry about civil unrest. 

“I think there is a 
real possibility that 
demonstrations from both 
sides in states where votes 
still have not been tallied 
could turn ugly, and I worry 
that more people will be 
unjustly killed,” f irst-year 
mechanical engineering 
major Cesar Castillo said. 

“The fact of the matter is 
that our political discourse 
has devolved from civilities 
to barbaric acts and blatant 
displays of hatred and 
cruelty,” he continued.  

For Castillo, who currently 
resides in Northern 
California, the possibility 
that violence could occur in 
his hometown is not much 
of a concern. However, he is 
worried that Santa Barbara 
County may see partisan 
unrest and hopes that UCSB 
students will keep their wits 
and take any necessary safety 
precautions. 

“Do not let emotions 
overcome your rational 
thought, and focus on your 
own safety and the safety 
of those living with you,” 
Castillo said. “Everything 
will be alright in the end.” 

For the Isla Vista 
Community Services 
District (I.V. CSD), there 
is little to no concern of 
violent demonstrations and 
law enforcement has not 
provided any information 
on possible threats in the 
area, according to I.V. CSD 
General Manager Jonathan 
Abboud and I.V. CSD Board 
President Spencer Brandt. 

For first-year global studies 
major Micaela Davis, on the 
other hand, concerns over a 

possible rise in hate crimes 
in her hometown as well 
as neighboring areas in the 
next few weeks are founded 
in reality. While she has 
been primarily residing at 
home in Carson, California, 
she worries for her working 
family members, especially 
with crimes against the Black 
community being displayed 
on the news.

“Even before the election, 
there were hate crimes, 
specif ically with Black 
men being lynched 
right out in the open, 
so that is definitely a 
fear,” Davis said. “My 
family often goes [to 
work in]  neighboring 
counties where these 
kinds of crimes are 
more rampant, so 
anything could happen.” 

Davis said she keeps a 
packed bag of necessities and 
has stocked up on groceries 
in response to news outlets’ 
warnings of violence both 
during and after election day. 

“Once I heard that people 
were planning on doing 
things, I just decided for 
myself — and I told this to my 
parents as well — to keep a 
bag packed with clothes and 
necessities,” Davis said. “We 
are going shopping soon to 
just stock up on food as well, 

just so we do not have to be 
out and about as often.”

Davis advised UCSB 
students to prioritize their 
safety, including carrying 
self-defense equipment and 
continuing to wear masks.

“First and 
foremos t , 
ma ke 

sure that you 
are in a position 
to protect 
you r s e l f , 
whether that 
means carrying 
pepper spray or a taser 
and wearing a mask,” 
Davis said. “Someone 

may purposely cough on you 
or generally come close to 
you in these gatherings, so 
always better to be safe than 
sorry.” 

Similarly, Abboud and 
Brandt urged the community 

to continue following 
COVID-19 safety health 
guidelines, whether election-
related disturbances occur or 
not. 

“I think it is important to 
remember that we are in the 
midst of a pandemic, and 
that we need to stay vigilant 
in keeping our community 
safe and healthy,” Brandt 
said. 

Castillo has hope for the 
future with the results of 
this election. He said that 
he thinks Biden’s victory 
is the first step toward 
unifying a country that 
is currently in a state of 
polarization. 

“I think this is the first 
of many steps that the 

country will take in order to 
improve,” Castillo said. “We 
voted out a president with 
autocratic aspirations, but 

in order to achieve a more 
perfect union there is still 

lots of work to be done.”

Students Reflect on the 2020 Presidential 
Election and Prepare for Political Divisiveness
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Ze and zir’s roommates have clearly spent way too much time 
watching election coverage and have started to develop crushes on 
Steve Kornacki, the MSNBC snacky.  

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Daydreaming about sexy Kornacki 
in his sexy khakis.   

:($7+(5

Weekly Events 
in Isla Vista

ARTS & LECTURES PRESENTS: SHEKU KANNEH-
MASON AND ISATA KANNEH-MASON
Grace your quarantine routine with an evening of harmonious piano 
and cello music, brought to you by Sheku Kanneh-Mason and Isata 
Kanneh-Mason, two of seven musical siblings with a worldwide 
following from Nottingham, England. The two will be playing over 
Zoom on Nov. 22 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Tickets are free for UC 
Santa Barbara students and $10 for non-students. Sheku, 21, 
performed at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle in 
2018 and, two years earlier, won the BBC Young Musician award. 
Meanwhile, last year, Isata’s first solo piano CD topped the United 
Kingdom classical music charts at No. 1.

FIRST-GEN ZINE NIGHT
In collaboration with the University Library, the Opening New 
Doors to Accelerating Success (ONDAS) Student Center is hosting 
a “First-Gen Zine Night” on Tuesday Nov. 17, from 5 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. on Zoom. Attendees will be able to create their own zines — 
self-made books of texts and images — while learning about the 
craft from university librarians. At the end, attendees will have the 
opportunity to submit their work to the University Library’s COVID-
19 Community Archives Project, which is documenting life during 
the pandemic.

OPEN MIC AND AN EVENING OF SELF EXPRESSION
Do you miss sharing art with friends? Or spoken word on the center 
stage? UCSB’s MultiCultural Center has got you covered! Swing by 
over Zoom on Thursday, Dec. 3, from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and 
let those creative juices flow through spoken word, poetry, music 
or dance in this open-mic event. All are welcome to participate 
and this event runs quarterly, so be sure to come by this winter for 
more!
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2020 Election Results: Santa Barbara 
County Victories and Campaign Promises
Staff Report

With an 84% voter turnout as 
of Nov. 10, over 197,000 Santa 
Barbara County voters cast their 
ballots in this year’s national 
election. 

The Nexus compiled 
information about several 
winners from this 
year’s election. Read 
about their campaign 
promises and what 
they plan to do during 
their times in their 
respective off ices 
below:

24th 
Congressional 
District 
Representative 
Salud Carbajal

With 62.59% of the vote, UC 
Santa Barbara alumnus Salud 
Carbajal (D) won California’s 
24th Congressional District 
for a third consecutive term, 
beating out his opponent, Andy 
Caldwell (R). His campaign 
centered around Central Coast 
values, middle class support, 
environmental preservation 
efforts and reproductive justice. 

In a statement to the Nexus, 
Carbajal said he plans to use his 
third term “to deliver another 
COVID-19 relief package, 
expand access to affordable 
and high quality health care, 
protect our environment, create 
economic opportunities and so 
much more.”

19th District State 
Senator Monique Limón

Monique Limón (D) won 
California’s 19th District State 
Senate   seat  by   64.82%. 
The current assemblymember 
c a mpa ig ned on 
environmentalism, health 
care access, feminism, 
consumer protections and 
natural disaster prevention, 
recovery and response, 
beating out her 

opponent Gary Michaels (R). 
Currently, Limón serves as the 

37th State Assembly District’s 
representative and will transition 
to her State Senate seat in 
January 2021. 

In a statement to the Nexus, 
Limón said that she plans to use 
her term in office to “protect our 
environment, advance access to 
health care, 

37th District State 
Assemblymember 
Steve Bennett

Steve Bennett (D) will serve as 
the next State Assemblymember 
for the 37th District, which 
encompasses Santa Barbara 
County and Ventura County. 
Bennett defeated Charles Cole 
(R) with 68.2% of the vote. 

Bennett is currently finishing 
his fifth term on the Ventura 
County Board of Supervisors, 
and before that worked as a high 
school teacher and served on the 
Ventura City Council. Bennett 
said two areas he plans to focus 

on during his term are 
f inding effective 

renewable energy 
storage and 

addressing the 
“negative impacts 

of growing income 
inequality” in his district. 
“People trapped at the 

bottom need affordable housing, 
access to good healthcare and 
quality training and education for 
themselves and their children,” 
Bennett said in a statement to 
the Nexus. 

I.V. CSD 2-Year Term 
Catherine Flaherty

Catherine Flaherty won 
against her opponent Daniel 
Mitchell, gaining 79.76% of 
the vote in Isla Vista and a 
2-year term on the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
board of directors. The third-
year UCSB student centered 
her campaign platform on 
creating an I.V. planning 
commission to address 
parking and lighting needs 
and increasing awareness 
and education on the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
COVID-19 safety in I.V. 
will be her number one 
priority once she takes 

office, she said. 

“So many residents in 
our community do take the 
precautions seriously, but I think 
the board can still do more in 
helping to stop the spread,” 
Flaherty said in a message on 
election night. 

Flaherty is also the newly 
appointed internal vice president 
of the Associated Students 
at UCSB. She studies history 
of public policy and political 
science and is a member of the 
Alpha Chi Omega sorority.

Flaherty is replacing outgoing 
director Kristie Nguyen, a 
fourth-year sociology and Asian 
American studies double major, 
who is scheduled to graduate 
from UCSB at the end of Fall 
Quarter 2020.

I.V. CSD 4-Year Term 
Ethan Bertrand

Ethan Bertrand ran unopposed 
for a 4-year term on the Isla Vista 
Community Services District 
board of directors. He led the 
board as its president in its first 
few years of existence before 
later stepping down to serve 
as a director. 

“Over the past few years, 
we have brought the 
Isla Vista Community 
Services District to 
life. I’m committed to 
expanding the reach of 
our District to better 
improve the quality of 
life for all Isla Vista 
residents,” he said in 
a message to the 
Nexus. 

In his f irst 
term on the 
board, Bertrand 
helped launch 
the Community 
Service Off icer 
Safety Stations 
in I.V. and the I.V. 
Beautiful program, 
which provides jobs to people 
experiencing houselessness. He 
also led the I.V. CSD’s Measure R 
campaign which gave the board 
its f irst source of permanent 
funding.

Now, he is looking to lead I.V. 
out of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and to advance equitable public 
safety, houselessness support 

I.V. CSD 4-Year Term 
Marcos Aguilar

An Isla Vista resident for over 
10 years, Marcos Aguilar ran 
unopposed for a 4-year term 
on the Isla Vista Community 
Services District board of 
directors. Since he was not 
focused on campaigning for an 
election, Aguilar said he spent 
the bulk of his time going door 
to door registering voters along 
with Bertrand. 

Two major issues Aguilar said 
he plans to address as director 
are the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the recent inf lux of houselessness 
in I.V., which he says is partially 
due to COVID-19. 

IVRPD Short-Term 
Mia Rahman

Mia Rahman, a second-year 
UC Santa Barbara student, won 
the short-term Isla Vista Parks 
and Recreation board seat with 
56.89% of the vote. Rahman said 
she is dedicated to providing 
inclusive, equitable parks 
programming and protecting 
I.V.’s houseless community while 
also creating clean, sustainable 
parks. 

Rahman, who has served as a 
temporary board member since 
August, said in a statement 
to the Nexus that she hopes 
to create coronavirus-
safe programming that the 
community can enjoy, 
including “socially distant 
organized activ it ies 
including yoga, dance, 
live music, frisbee golf 
tournaments, group walks, 
etc., so that people may 
feel less isolated, while 

still ... keeping our 
community safe 

and healthy.”

“I really want to ensure that 
local residents feel safe in our 
community, and this goes 
especially for Black and brown 
persons, women and our LGBTQ 
community here,” Aguilar said. 
“This year has shown that there’s 
a lot of division in our country. 
This community is unique in the 
sense that it’s always growing 
and evolving, and it can grow 
and evolve to be a very loving 
and equitable community.” 

Aguilar is replacing outgoing 
director Father Jon-Stephen 
Hedges.

and sustainability. 
“I will continue to focus on 

standing up for underrepresented 
communities, especially our 
communities of color and our 
LGBTQ community,” he said.

Courtesy of Catherine Flaherty

Courtesy of Monique Limón

Courtesy of Salud Carbajal
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champion educat ion 
opportunities, prepare for 
natural disasters and work with 
local communities to respond 
to COVID and safely reopening 
our economy.”
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In Photos: Election Day in Isla Vista
Sicheng Wang
Photo Editor
Kaiyi Yang
Asst. Photo Editor
Sophia Ramos
Photographer

Many Isla Vistans showed up 
on Election Day to cast their 
ballots at the two local polling 

locations: Isla Vista Community 
Center and Santa Catalina Hall. 
Election night concluded in Santa 
Barbara with Joe Biden taking the 
county by a significant lead in the 
presidential race, according to 
official tallies. 

Daily Nexus photographers 
documented scenes at polling 
places in I.V. throughout the day.

Given that university housing has been mostly evacuated since the beginning of the pandemic, the number of polling locations near the UC 
Santa Barbara campus was greatly reduced. One of the polling sites was located at the Linda Vista Room of Santa Catalina Residence Hall.

SICHENG WANG / DAILY NEXUS 

Voters wait outside the polling station at Santa Catalina Residence Hall.
SOPHIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 

Diners at the Rockfire Grill ate as NBC’s election coverage aired on 
TV. As the contest for the presidency stretched into a bitter battle that 
lasted several days, election night in I.V. was largely uneventful.

SICHENG WANG / DAILY NEXUS 

While many casted their ballots on-site, some came to drop off pre-
filled ballots. At the Santa Catalina polling station, voters put ballots in 
the drop box with the assistance of the site volunteers.

SOPHIA RAMOS / DAILY NEXUS 

Another polling station was set up at the Isla Vista Community Center. 
Both stations saw intermittent lines of voters throughout the day.

KAIYI YANG / DAILY NEXUS 

Social distancing measures were in place at the polling sites. 
At Santa Catalina Residence Hall, a notice to follow safety 
guidelines was displayed alongside the American flag. Several 
voters interviewed by the Nexus acknowledged that the COVID-
19 pandemic added special meaning to the election.

SICHENG WANG / DAILY NEXUS 

At the Isla Vista Community Center, the line to vote grew longer after the 
sunset. With social distancing protocols in place, the line stretched all 
the way out to the curb of Embarcadero Del Mar.

SICHENG WANG / DAILY NEXUS 

Meanwhile, on the streets of Isla Vista, campaigns promoting participation in the election or candidates were ongoing. Ethan Bertrand, a 
director for the I.V. Community Services District, tabled on Pardall Road. Bertrand was excited for everyone to vote and unleash the anxiety 
and excitement that had been building up in the community. “I did not really sleep last night because I was just anxious for this day,” he told 
the Nexus. “We have been waiting for this day for four years.”

SICHENG WANG / DAILY NEXUS 
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The Gen Z Vote: Digital Outreach in the 2020 Election

“It’s fun and not fun watching from the outside”: 
UCSB International Students Discuss U.S. Election

Sindhu Ananthavel
Regan Wheatley
Reporters

Fifteen million new Generation 
Z voters have registered to vote 
since  the  2016 presidential 
election, becoming a key 
demographic in this year’s election 
season and a more robust political 
voice on social media than ever 
before. Instagram, Twitter and 
TikTok have become stomping 
grounds for youth voters to show 
support for their candidate of 
choice, while politicians attempt 
to find new ways to cater to 
younger voters online. 

Generation Z, or Gen Z, are 
those born after the mid-to-late 
1990s and succeed millennials. 
They are one of history’s most 
racially and ethnically diverse 
generations and came of age 
in an era of increased digital 
communication through 
smartphones and social media, 
which is ref lected in their political 
organizing.

“As a whole, Gen Z is the 
most progressive generation in 
history, and it’s clear Joe Biden 
is not progressive enough for the 
majority of younger voters,” Dan 
Lane, an assistant professor in the 
UC Santa Barbara Department of 
Communication who specializes 
in political communication, said 

in an interview with the Nexus. 
Historically speaking, it makes 

sense that presidential candidates’ 
campaigns focus more on 
older voters, Lane said. Voters 
between the ages of 18 to 24 
have consistently voted at the 
lowest rate in the country, and 
candidates’ campaign funding 
ref lects this pattern, he added.

A “Settle for Biden” rhetoric 
has emerged from many Gen Z 
voters who originally supported 
more progressive Democratic 
candidates like Bernie Sanders or 
Elizabeth Warren. Initially just a 
phrase used among left-leaning 
voters, it has evolved into a full 
movement. Self-described on its 
website as voters who “recognize 
Joe Biden’s f laws but know that 
our nation will not survive four 
more years of Donald Trump,” 
the movement pushed more for 
a vote against Trump than a vote 
for Biden. 

Now that Biden has won more 
than 270 electoral votes, the 
“Settle For Biden” movement has 
stated on Instagram that it plans 
on “holding the Biden-Harris 
administration accountable” and 
wants to “push Biden to be the 
most progressive president in 
American history.”

In a survey of Gen Z voters 
from Politico and the Morning 
Consult, just over half of the 

respondents said they were voting 
for Biden, while 45% said they 
were voting against Trump, 
meaning that many of those 
polled disliked Trump more than 
they preferred Biden. 

This difference mimics the 
“Settle for Biden” idea that Riley 

Hull, a second-year political 
science major, co-legislative 
director for UCSB Lobby Corps 
and member of UCSB’s Young 
Democratic Socialists of America 
(YDSA), f inds “unwarranted,” 
because it “shames people for not 
wanting to vote for Biden, which 
seems like a poor approach.” 

Jess Leeds, a political science 
and  history double major, 
auxiliary officer of History Club 
at UCSB and canvasser for Biden-
Harris voters, said she believes that 
the “Settle for Biden” movement 
promotes voter participation 
even if the candidate was not 

largely favored at f irst. Seeing 
the “Settle for Biden Campaign” 
on TikTok is “kind of funny,” 
she said, and that even in the 
high-stakes circumstances of the 
national election, “sometimes you 
have to laugh.” 

This election has seen historic 
rates of young voter turnout 

with rises in voter registration 
among youth ages 18 to 24 
and social media campaigns 
spearheaded by teens, including 
some who are  below voting age. 
Earlier this year, a 15-year-old 
in California ran the unofficial 
@TeamJoeBiden account on 
Instagram which amassed more 
than 80,000 followers. 

Though most young adults 
and teens are well attuned to 
social media, older politicians’ 
efforts may fall f lat when trying 
to engage with Gen Z voters, 
Leeds said. 

“Watching politicians on social 
media is so painfully awkward, 
and it seems like a bit of a reach 
for their age,” she added. 

“I think it depends,” Hull said. 
“Sometimes, I think of Ted Cruz 
posting things on Instagram that 
are very cringey and objectively 
bad.” However, he continued, 
posting on social media “can go 
well. I think you need someone 
who knows how to use social 
media and how communications 
differ on social media compared 
to an advertisement on TV or 
Facebook.”

For millennial politicians like 
Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez — a progressive 
Democrat from the Bronx — 
Leeds said “she’s one of us, so her 
showing a genuine interest in the 

platforms she uses makes sense.” 
Leeds pointed to Ocasio-

Cortez’s recent Twitch livestream, 
during which she played Among 
Us, a popular new online game, 
to encourage voter turnout and 
engage with constituents. 

Though their older counterparts 
may not be able to mobilize 
campaigns as authentically on 
social media, many younger 
voters continue to become 
politically engaged, both on and 
off their social media platforms.

The craving for authenticity 
and transparency from politicians 
echoes a new shift in politics, 
as personal identity and political 
views go hand-in-hand for 
younger voters, according to 
Lane. 

“For many  young people, 
politics is about personal 
expression. For older generations 
it wasn’t like that. Younger 
politicians get that and are more 
unafraid to mix culture with 
politics more,” Lane said. 

“I would hold up [Ocasio-
Cortez] as a better example of 
someone who really gets how 
to connect with younger voters,” 
Lane said. “I think that’s the 
kind of communication we’re 
gonna see once millennials get 
into higher office. They’re closer 
in age and understand digital 
culture.”

Mariam Bagdady 
Julia Catacutan
Melody Chen
Reporters

While the world watched Joe 
Biden become the next president-
elect of the United States last 
week, UC Santa Barbara 
international students — living in 
California, yet citizens of another 
country — expressed different 
perspectives from most students 
while anxiously awaiting election 
results.

Christine Wang, a third-year 
political science and global studies 
double major, said it was difficult 
watching the election unfold 
without being able to actively 
participate in it. 

“As an international student, it’s 
fun and not fun watching from 
the outside,” Wang said. “It’s nice 
to sit on the sidelines and see 
how things are going, but it also 
stresses you out because it could 
determine so many other aspects 
around the world.”

Wang’s parents are of Taiwanese 
descent but she grew up in China, 
where she attended an English-
speaking international school. 

Later, Wang applied for her F-1 
visa in Taipei shortly before 
moving to Pennsylvania, where 
she attended high school for two 
years. She now lives in Isla Vista.

“As an outsider looking in, 
not being able to vote, it’s just 
frustrating to see how divided 
the people are. Growing up, 
knowing that America is the land 
of the free, people are free to 
choose what they can. It has never 
appeared in my head that it is so 
divided — so extreme in a sense — 
like on two opposite spectrums,” 
Wang said.

Bruce Fan, a second-
year economics major from 
Zhangzhou, China, described 
this election cycle as “a critical 
moment” that has caused 
anxiety for both himself and the 
international community.

“I kept up with the entirety of 
this election, it was intense,” Fan 
said. 

While he felt stressed 
watching the news coverage, Fan 
emphasized the importance of 
understanding the underlying 
meaning of this particular 
election. 

“I think we have arrived at a 

moment … [where] it’s not about 
each candidate; it’s really about 
American democracy as well as 
decency,” Fan said. He hopes 
the election will bring a “return 
to normalcy” and said he was 
optimistic about Biden’s approach 
to handling the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I do think he’s actually going 
to do something,” Fan said about 
Biden. “I agree with his stance on 
immigration and the coronavirus.”

Fan and Wang agreed that the 
Trump administration revealed 
itself as unfit to run the nation 
during the course of its term. 

The two pointed to the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (I.C.E.) directive 
released in July that would have 
required international students to 
take at least one in-person class for 
the fall term in order to remain in 
the U.S. I.C.E. reversed its decision 
following multiple lawsuits against 
the federal government, including 
a lawsuit filed by the University of 
California.

“It felt like the U.S. was shutting 
me out just because I wasn’t a 
citizen,” Wang said. “There’s so 
much more than a document 

saying you’re from here or not.” 
“I definitely saw it as a screen for 

discrimination as well. I thought it 
was just a weak political play with 
the whole thing going on with the 
U.S. and China … In a sense, the 
international students were used 
as a leverage,” Wang continued. 

While the election has caused 
a nationwide partisan divide, 
Fan stressed the importance of 
collaboration, even while being 
ineligible to vote.

“There’s a healthy and robust 
process in which we can share 
and communicate how important 
voting is. Although I cannot vote, 
I’m urging my friends, many of 
whom are citizens, to vote,” Fan 
said. “I’m doing my part.”

But the American political 
landscape is not the only one 
affected by the recent election, 
according to Francesca 
Knoell-Harris, a second-year 
environmental studies major from 
Madrid. 

“Trump’s presidency has made 
far-right parties more popular. In 
Spain, we have had the rise of 
[the] extreme right party Vox,” 
Knoell-Harris said. “As soon as 
Biden was elected, the Spanish 

stock market rose significantly 
after a long period of time without 
any growth.”

A former campaign member for 
UCSB Students for Bernie, Knoell-
Harris said she considers herself 
politically active and believes 
that Trump should concede the 
election. To celebrate Biden’s 
victory, she said she went out to a 
diner with friends and “indulged 
in some old school American 

brunch dishes.”
Wang said that while she could 

not vote in the election, she was 
grateful for those who chose to 
vote.

“It’s better for you to vote than 
not vote because people’s voices 
need to be heard,” Wang said. 
“Every vote represents a lot; it 
represents the individuals as well 
but it also represents a lot of other 
people who are underrepresented.”
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Prop 16 Failed to Pass. What’s Next for the UC System?
Katherine Swartz
University News Editor
Holly Rusch
Asst. News Editor

Proposition 16, the latest 
attempt in over two decades of 
efforts to bring affirmative action 
back to California, failed to pass 
in last week’s general election, 
upholding that race cannot be 
used in admissions or employment 
decisions in public institutions 
across the state, including the 
University of California.

Aff irmative action was f irst 
banned in California in 1996 under 
Proposition 209. The vote to repeal 
the ban on the most recent ballot 
gained large support from the 
UC system and its students, but 
ultimately, the vote failed in the 
California general election, with 
56.7% of voters voting “no” on 
repealing the affirmative action 
ban and 43.3% in favor of the 
repeal. The proposition needed 
more than 50% of the vote to pass. 

For student leaders on the “front 
lines” of campaigning, the decision 
came as a blow for those hoping 
to bring greater racial diversity 
to the UC system, according to 
Aidan Arasasingham, president 
of the UC Student Association 
(UCSA). He said that Proposition 
16 was UCSA’s “number one 
electoral priority” this fall. 

“The history of aff irmative 
action in California is really a 
history of student organizing. 
Students have been on the 
frontlines of battles for affirmative 
action since the civil rights 
movements in the 1960s and 25 
years ago in the battle against 
Proposition 209,” Arasasingham 
said. “And I know us as student 
leaders really feel like we stand on 
the shoulders of those giants who 
came before us.”

“This fight began before we came 
to campus, and unfortunately, 
with the failure of Proposition 16, 
this fight will continue long after 
we leave campus,” he continued. 

Affirmative action allows public 
employers, such as universities and 
government offices, to factor in a 
person’s race, gender or ethnicity 
in hiring and admissions. Bringing 
back aff irmative action would 
not force public employers to 
consider race in admissions and 
employment decisions but would 
permit the option to do so under 
California law. 

Aff irmative action previously 
allowed for the usage of racial 
quotas in public employment and 
education, but in 1978, the United 
States Supreme Court mandated 
a more indirect consideration of 
race in its decision in the case 
Regents of the University of 
California v. Bakke.

Nearly two decades later, 54% 
of registered Californians voted to 

ban affirmative action altogether 
with Proposition 209 in 1996. At 
the time, the UC supported the 
ban. 

Over the years, there have 
been multiple attempts to 
repeal Proposition 209 and 
bring affirmative action back to 
California, all of which died in 
the California State Legislature — 
until this year. 

Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment No. 5 (ACA 5) was 
introduced to the legislature 
in January 2019. When the 
legislature passed ACA 5 in June 
2020, Proposition 16 was officially 
put on the November ballot — only 
for the initiative to once again die, 
this time in the voters’ hands. 

Arasasingham attributed 
Proposition 16’s failure to 
the “tough election cycle, one 
that preyed on divisions and 
misinformation at the national 
level,” which trickled down to 
California’s ballot measures. 

“Polling showed the more people 
knew about it, the more likely 
they were to vote ‘yes’ on Prop 
16,” he said. “In this environment, 
where attention spans were 
limited, misinformation on the 
part of ‘No on 16’ was able to 
spread so pervasively. People were 
more confused about Prop 16, and 
in that environment of confusion, 
they were more likely to vote ‘no.’”

In a Nov. 4 statement, the 
University of California Office of 
the President (UCOP) said it was 
disappointed Proposition 16 failed 
to pass in the election, and that the 
UC Board of Regents — along with 
the California State University and 
California Community Colleges 
system — supported Proposition 
16 since its passage in the state 
legislature. 

“The failure of Proposition 16 
means barriers will remain in place 
to the detriment of many students, 
families and California at large. 
We will not accept inequality on 
our campuses and will continue 
addressing the inescapable effects 
of racial and gender inequity,” UC 
Regents Chair John A. Pérez said 
in the statement. 

The ban on aff irmative 
action in California has directly 
impacted admissions diversity 
in the UC system over the past 
25 years, according to a report 
by the UC which showed that 
the ban caused a decline in 
systemwide underrepresented 
group enrollment by at least 12% 
— and up to 14% — from 1998 to 
2000. 

Part of this decline could have 
arisen from the elimination of 
race from financial aid and other 
UC decisions when Proposition 
209 was implemented in fall 1998, 
the report said. 

At UC Berkeley and UC Los 
Angeles, underrepresented group 
(URG) enrollment fell by “more 

than 60 percent” immediately 
after the proposition was passed. 
During this time, there was also 
a substantial increase in higher-
income UC student enrollment. 

“Prop 209 also discouraged 
many highly-qualif ied URG 
students from applying to any UC 
campuses, likely because those 
students believed that they would 
be unlikely to earn admission to 
their preferred campus after the 
end of [affirmative action],” the 
report suggested. 

To counteract this decline, the 
UC implemented an Eligibility 
in the Local Context (ELC) 
policy in 2001 which guaranteed 
admission to California students 
who had high school GPAs in the 
top 4% of their class. From 2001 to 
2011, URG enrollment increased 
by about 4%. 

More recently, changes in 
campus-specif ic admissions 
policies — including holistic 
admissions review policies that 
place less emphasis on grades than 
in prior years — since 2012 appear 
to have largely nullified ELC’s 
impact on underrepresented 
groups’ enrollment in the UC, 
despite the extension of the 
program to students in the top 
9% of their classes, according to 
the report. 

Campuses turned their 
focus to a holistic admissions 
approach to increase admission 
for underrepresented groups, 
since contextualizing applicants’ 
strengths and challenges allowed 
universities to “change the ethnic 
composition of admitted students 
despite being race-blind,” the 
report said. 

UCOP remarked in its Nov. 
4 statement that while this 
comprehensive review method 
“seeks to fully understand and 
evaluate each applicant through 
multiple dimensions … excluding 
race and gender from that 
consideration continues to be a 
tall barrier to women and students 
from underrepresented groups.” 

Six UC campuses — including 
UC Santa Barbara — now 
utilize a holistic approach to 
admissions. From 2011-12, when 
just four of the then-six UCs 
transitioned to this admissions 
process, underrepresented groups’ 
enrollment rose from 4% to 9%, 
the report stated. 

The report concluded that 
even with the measures that the 
UC has taken since the repeal of 
affirmative action, applicants have 
suffered. 

“We saw that backsliding; we 
saw that decline immediately after 
Prop 209 passed in the ‘90s, and 
we’ve seen it continue over the 
past 25 years,” Arasasingham said. 
“Until we repeal Prop 209, that 
decline is going to only continue.”

“It’s disappointing that our 
hands are still tied in fixing a 

problem that we see right in front 
of us,” he continued.

Alia Reynolds, the UCSB 
External Vice President for 
Statewide Affairs, said she and her 
office worked with other campus 
organizations for months ahead 
of the election to educate students 
on Proposition 16 and affirmative 
action. 

Even with the proposition’s 
failure, Reynolds said that there 
was major success in educating 
students about affirmative action 
and that all the credit goes to 
the Opportunity for All Coalition 
and “Black and brown students 
that were the forefront of this 
movement.”  

“We’ve seen from this election 
that there are just such large 
swaths of voters that are not 
ready for these policy changes. 
Essentially, their minds need to be 
changed, and that’s going to take 
a lot of work. We have a lot more 
work to do, even in California, a 

seemingly progressive state,” she 
said. 

While affirmative action is still 
banned, Arasasingham said that 
the UC still has other options 
to help bring more students 
from marginalized communities 
into the UC system without 
considering race. 

He pointed to the Student 
Academic Preparation and 
Educational Partnerships (SAPEP) 
from UCOP, a group of programs 
that build partnerships with 
K-12 schools, community-based 
organizations and businesses to 
help students from underserved 
backgrounds prepare for college. 
SAPEP includes programs such 
as the Early Academic Outreach 
Program (EAOP), Mathematics, 
Engineering, Science Achievement 
(MESA) and transfer student 
preparation and support, among 
others. 

“These programs have been the 
backbone of what we’ve been able 

to do in absence of affirmative 
action, but ever since the 2008 
recession, they’ve been continually 
underfunded, Arasasingham said. 

“If we’re going to really focus 
on increasing diversity and 
representation … we’ve got to put 
our money where our mouth is and 
truly invest in these programs,” he 
continued.

He added that UCSA is in 
the process of proposing and 
advocating for broader admissions 
reforms in the wake of the Varsity 
Blues scandal and a UC Audit 
that found over 64 cases in which 
wealth and privilege factored into 
UC student admissions. 

“The failure of this one 
proposition in this one election 
cycle is not going to diminish that 
intergenerational movement; it’s 
going to only continue and it’s 
only going to grow in the years 
ahead,” Arasasingham said. “I 
know that one day we will repeal 
Prop 209.”
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SPORTS
After Justin Turner got off 

unscathed despite celebrating 
with his teammates after a 

positive COVID-19 test, we’re 
wondering what someone would 

have to do to get any sort of 
punishment from the MLB.

Armchair QB

The men’s and women’s basketball teams will 
open conference play on Dec. 27 against UC 

Irvine.

UCSB Basketball

Gauchos Look To Build Off of Strong 2019-20 Campaign
Brandon Victor
Sports Editor

It’s been anything but a typical off-season for Coach Bonnie Henrickson and 
the UC Santa Barbara women’s basketball team.

The last time the Gauchos graced the court, then-junior point guard Danae 
Miller hit a buzzer-beater jump shot to knock off Hawai’i by 57-56. With the 
win, UCSB clinched the second seed in the Big West Conference tournament, 
as well as their fifth win in the last six games.

That, of course, was in March. 
After months of cancellations and uncertainty, UCSB was finally able to 

resume in-person practice on Sept. 12 — about a month after the team normally 
starts gearing up for the season. 

Even then, the Gauchos were forced to practice outside on the tennis courts 
using portable baskets.

After a tumultuous couple of months, the ‘Chos have finally recaptured 
some semblance of normality. Recently, the team was given permission to 
move practice inside to the Thunderdome. While the pandemic still affects 
day-to-day operations, it is clear that there will be a women’s basketball season.

So where does that leave Henrickson and the Gauchos? The team faces a 
difficult task in replacing Coco Miller — a recent grad and versatile stud who 
provided playmaking on offense while frequently guarding their opponents’ 
top scorers.

While no single player can replace Coco Miller’s production, Henrickson 
has a multitude of playmaking options at her disposal this season. After an 
injury-riddled 2020 season for the Gauchos, the team will get senior center 
Natalia Bruening and junior guard Bri Anugwom back for the start of the 
season.

“[Bruening] has a lot of history at the post position for us,” Henrickson told 
the Nexus. “[Anugwom] worked on becoming a more capable 3-point shooter 
which will help space the defense. She’s a good defender and a good rebounder 
for us.”

In particular, the team will need to lean on Bruening — the team’s only 
natural center. In 2019, Bruening averaged a solid 9.9 points and 6.1 rebounds 
per game.

Without much depth at center, the team will likely play smaller than it has 
in past years. Henrickson raised the possibility of playing junior Lauren Lee 

at center in a small-ball lineup. While Lee only measures in at 5’11”, her elite 
defense and off-ball movement would allow the Gauchos to play fast and 
spread the defense.

With the return of Danae Miller for her senior year, UCSB will have elite 
playmaking athletes who can take advantage of space in the defense. 

Last season, Danae Miller averaged a career-high 13.5 points per game while 
also dishing out 4 assists per game. With University of Houston transfer Doris 
Jones eligible to play this season, UCSB will have a formidable backcourt duo.

“We want to challenge teams defensively with the different ways and 
players who can score,” Henrickson said. “It’s hard to guard 3-point shooters, 
penetrators and the rim at the same time.”

 Perhaps more so than usual, the Gauchos will have to rely on their depth 
this season. 

With back-to-back games every week in conference play, Henrickson will be 
unable to run her starters into the ground. In one of the feel-good stories of last 
year, senior forward Mira Shulman was given a scholarship for this off-season 
and will hope to provide some playmaking off the bench for the Gauchos. 
In addition, Henrickson will likely need to rely on Anya Choice and Alyssa 
Marin, two freshmen guards whom Henrickson praised heavily.

 Beyond that, however, there’s still a lot up in the air for UCSB, at least in 
terms of numbers. 

Henrickson said the team is working on submitting waivers to gain eligibility 
for its two transfers: junior guard/forward Taylor Mole and junior guard 
Megan Anderson. Mole — a 6’2’’ transfer from Colorado State — would provide 
the Gauchos with some needed height, while Anderson led San Jose State last 
season in 3-pointers made and would help space the f loor further.

 If those waivers are denied — and they will likely either both be accepted or 
both be denied — then UCSB will only have 10 active players for the season.

 “We’re going to have to be creative based on our numbers,” Henrickson 
said. “I would say we could play more zone [to limit running], but we can’t play 
zone because this conference shoots the ball so well. We’ll have to be smart 
from Sunday to Friday — with more shooting, more film and more off-days.”

 While the nonconference schedule is yet to be finalized, it is likely that the 
Gauchos will open the season in late November. 

UCSB will play a handful of nonconference games in November and 
December and will open conference play on Dec. 27 against UC Irvine.

 “This is way different than any other season,” Henrickson said. “I really like 
this group, and I want to have a meaningful season for our seniors.”

UCSB Looks To Win First Conference Title Since 2011
Jai Uparkar
Staff Writer

 

With the 2019-20 season 
having ended early due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Gauchos were unable 
to see what they could have 
achieved at the semif inals of 
the Big West Conference men’s 
basketball championships. But 
the prospect of a new season 
brings with it new hopes and 
aspirations: a Big West title.

Ever since the 2017-18 
season, UC Santa Barbara has 
consistently performed as the 
second-best team in the Big 
West Conference, boasting an 
overall record of 21-10 last 
season. 

Their dominance over the 
past couple of years has set 
them up to win their f irst 
championship this season 
since 2011. 

With rival UC Irvine as 

the clear threat to achieving 
this goal, the team will be 
looking to make up some 
major losses, with f ive players 
having graduated from last 
year’s team, including Max 
Heidegger, who was the team’s 
leading scorer. 

However, it is worth noting 
that the Gauchos went 11-2 in 
the 13 games that he missed, 
showing that the other players 
are capable of stepping up 
when needed. 

Regardless of losing f ive 
members this year, the team is 
full of experienced players. 

The team will be commanded 
this year by senior guards 
JaQuori McLaughlin and 
Devearl Ramsey. One asset 
they will both bring to the 
team is their 3-point shooting 
and playmaking, as they 
averaged a combined 20 points 
and 7 assists per game last 
season.  

Delivering the scoring 

punch for the Gauchos, junior 
Amadou Sow will look to 
come in as a more polished 
scorer and f ill the void left 
by Heidegger as the team’s 
leading scorer. 

As Sow f inished last year 
second in points per game and 
f irst in total points over the 
season at 437 points, this is a 
very achievable goal for the 
talented junior. 

As the forward, Sow will 
look to bolster the team’s 
rebounding and shot-blocking, 
both of which he already 
improved last year with his 
team-high 7 rebounds and 1.1 
blocks per game.

Other players on the team 
will be asked to step up, and 
the potential is there. Forwards 
Robinson Idehen and Jay Nagle 
will be asked to complement 
Sow in the starting lineup. 

Nagle is a versatile big with a 
great 3-point stroke, shooting 
40% from deep for his career, 

while Idehen is big with a 
soft touch and good defensive 
IQ. Another player that will 
assume a larger role is junior 
Sékou Touré. With Heidegger 
gone and Ramsey joining the 
starting lineup, Touré will be 
given the keys to the backup 
ball-handling duties — a job 
that he proved himself more 
than capable of doing last year. 

The team excelled in assisting 
and rebounding last year. If 
the Gauchos continue on this 
trajectory while working on 
their 3-point shooting, then 
they may be able to clinch a 
title under the guidance of 
Coach Joe Pasternack. 

The team will kick off their 
season on Dec. 27 against UC 
Irvine. 

This season will be a true 
test of character with COVID-
19 protocols in place, but the 
Gauchos are highly capable of 
performing well regardless of 
the situation. 

Tennis Coaches Speak on New Arnhold Tennis Center
Annika Pearson
Sports Editor

 
 

 If the consistent Big West domination or the nationally 
ranked recruits didn’t sell you on the legitimacy of the 

UC Santa Barbara tennis program, then perhaps the 
prospect of six new courts, two refurbished courts, 
seating for almost 300 fans and a 1,860 square-foot team 
building with men’s and women’s locker rooms, storage 
and a lounge will.

 As of two weeks ago — due to one of the largest 

donations ever made to UCSB athletics by John 
Arnhold ’75 and his family — construction of the new 
$5.25-million Arnhold Tennis Center is  underway. 
Though it won’t be ready in time for the 2021 season, 
the project is set to be completed in eight months. The 
facility will replace the old Robertson Gym courts. 

 Arnhold is a trustee with the UC Santa Barbara 
Foundation, a long-time tennis enthusiast and former 
chairmen of the board of governors for the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame. Over the past few years, Arnhold 
has spent a particularly large amount of time with 
UCSB women’s tennis Head Coach Simon Thibodeau 
and his team, serving as a volunteer assistant coach 
as Thibodeau wanted to keep him (and his strategic 
advice) on the sidelines during matches. 

According to Thibodeau and UCSB men’s tennis 
Head Coach Marty Davis, when travelling with the 
teams, Arnhold was struck by the disparity between 
UCSB’s and other top tennis schools’ facilities despite 
being comparably competitive programs. 

Soon after, he committed to funding the new stadium 
— and by extension, to leveling the playing field for 
UCSB recruiting. 

 Davis and Thibodeau consider the new tennis center 
to be a monumental step toward bringing well-deserved 
recognition to the program.

 “Men’s and women’s tennis are two of the more 
successful programs at UCSB and capable of competing 

like the baseball team [and] on a national level like the 
soccer team. [The new stadium] just has to elevate the 
visibility of the program, it just has to,” Davis said.

 Davis said the future facility will be “a real, first-class, 
Division I tennis facility” — one that he hopes will attract 
both fans and top recruits.

 “If you can bring a recruit on campus and watch a 
match at this facility with 300 fans there, that’s going 
to make a favorable impression, I guarantee,” Davis 
asserted.

 “[The stadium] has been something that’s been 
missing to this program, to top everything there [that 
is already] at UCSB: the academics, the location, the 
scholarships now. It’s just a very desirable place to study 
and be an athlete,” Thibodeau added.

 Over the years, Arnhold has been a critical piece 
to UCSB tennis’s puzzle in the recruiting arena, both 
coaches said. 

As tends to happen in Division I recruiting, UCSB 
was losing key prospects to other top tennis universities 
whose top-tier facilities and enticing scholarships were 
difficult to resist. Davis and Thibodeau said Arnhold 
helped fund UCSB tennis scholarships for the players. 

Although it won’t be on the new courts or in the 
fancy locker rooms, the men’s and women’s teams are 
set to begin their season in January 2021 — each with 
competitive but mostly local schedules due to COVID-
19.
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Delirium 2020: A Two-Night Virtual Experience Featuring Pete Davidson 
Joshen Mantai
Staff Writer

 This year amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic, UC 
Santa Barbara’s Associated 
Students Program Board moved 
its annual Halloween concert 
Delirium online and adapted it 
into a two-night entertainment 
fest. 
 Delirium’s f irst night featured 
Saturday Night Live (SNL) cast 
members and comedians Pete 
Davidson and Alex Moffat, who 
spoke to students about their 
careers, their work on SNL and 
Davidson’s favorite strains of 
weed. The Q&A was moderated 
by Associated Students (A.S.) 
Program Board members 
Gabriel Reyes and Emily 
Kocis, who presented a mix of 
prepared questions as well as 
questions posted by students. 
 The event started at 9:30 
p.m.  on Zoom, with Davidson 
and Moffat appearing on 
screen together from SNL’s 
headquarters in New York City. 
Davidson awkwardly greeted 
UCSB students with  “Go 
racoons!” – seemingly unaware 
that UCSB’s mascot is the 
Gaucho – before mentioning 
that they were on set at the 
moment getting ready to f ilm for 
their upcoming Saturday night 
show. 
 The Zoom chat was initially 

f looded with comments and 
questions directed toward 
Davidson (“Pete, what are your 
girlfriend qualif ications?” “Pete 
I’m single!”), including several 
inquiries regarding Davidson’s 
thoughts on ex-girlfriend Ariana 
Grande’s new album “Positions,” 
which had dropped the previous 
night. Despite attendees’ 
heightened interest in these 
topics, the moderators f irst asked 
Davidson and Moffat questions 
about what it was like to f ilm 
SNL during the pandemic. Both 
said they are required to get 
tested for COVID-19 every day, 
along with the rest of the cast 
and crew, creating an SNL 
“bubble” of sorts. 
 Later in the conversation, 
Davidson and Moffat recounted 
their favorite SNL memories, 
including their favorite hosts. 
Davidson said that his favorite 
was comedian Bill Burr, while 
Moffat named Will Ferrell. In 
regards to staying in character 
for sketches, Davidson joked 
that he is “one of the worst live-
sketch performers of all time” 
for never being able to keep a 
straight face or hold back his 
laughter. 
 Davidson went on to talk 
about how he got his start in 
comedy at a bowling alley next 
to a Wendy’s, where he admitted 
“bombing” his f irst show. 
Moffat said he started off doing 
improv and sketch comedy in 

Chicago. While trying to break 
into the industry, one of the 
most eccentric jobs he held 
was “teaching speed-reading 
seminars,” while Davidson’s early 
career pursuits included being 
a busboy and chauffeur. When 
Reyes and Kocis brought up 
Moffat’s background in musical 
theatre, Davidson and Moffat 
burst into a humorous rendition 
of Elton John’s “Rocket Man.”
 The moderators followed 
this with a round of rapid-f ire 
questions, such as the one thing 
each performer could not live 
without (Moffat responded 
crossword puzzles, while 
Davidson chose weed. Much to 
the delight of the Zoom chat, 
Davidson revealed that he 
prefers indica over sativa). 
 Another popular chat 
question was about Davidson’s 
and Moffat’s Starbucks orders: 
Davison said he prefers a matcha 
latte, while Moffat said his go-to 
is a bag full of cake pops and 
black coffee. The two ended 
by deliberating on their career 
backup plans if comedy hadn’t 
worked out. Davidson said 
he would probably be “selling 
cocaine in Staten Island” while 
Moffat said he would have 
wanted to pursue his talent for 
speed reading. 
 While night one of Delirium 
was certainly comical at points, 
some attendees in the chat 
expressed disappointment at the 

banal nature of some of the 
questions posed in the Q&A.
 Night two took place on 
Halloween night, with rising 
Mexican-American musician 
Omar Apollo opening the musical 
show fresh off his album release 
of “Apolonio.” Apollo’s career 
took off initially after the release 
of his hit single “Ugotme,” and he 
has been making bedroom pop 
and R&B music ever since.
 Apollo started the show 
in a studio room with his full 
band dressed up for Halloween. 
Wearing Halloween makeup 
and fangs, Apollo opened with 
“I’m Amazing,” a track from 
“Apolonio,” before taking 
audience suggestions for songs 
like “Unbothered,” during which 
he showed off his high vocal 
range, and others like “Bi Fren” 
and “Dos Uno Nueve (219).” 
Apollo also performed hit songs 
like “Kickback,” “Ashamed” 
and “Frío,” ending his set with 
“Trouble.”
 Around 10 p.m., headlining 
act Gunna took the stage. The 
rapper has charted on Billboard 
since 2018 with heavy-hitting 
singles such as “Drip Too Hard” 
and “Close Friends.” His latest 
album, “WUNNA,” was released 
earlier this year and featured 
collaborations with Lil Uzi Vert, 
Travis Scott, Future, Young 
Thug and more. 
 The rapper’s stage design and 
colorful visuals were impressive 

considering the virtual medium. 
 He opened with “Argentina” 
and had high energy throughout 
his set, often shouting out 
UCSB in between songs and 
performing fan favorites like 
“Lemonade,” “Drip Too Hard,” 
“Street Sweeper” and “Feigning.” 
The set concluded around 11 
p.m., with the virtual audience 
seeming pleased with Gunna’s 
overall performance. 
 Despite the unconventional 
venue of this year’s Delirium 

concert, A.S. Program Board 
succeeded in delivering 
in-demand acts, intensifying
crowd engagement and 
conducting several anticipatory 
giveaways at the end of each 
segment. The ability  to 
experience the annual Halloween 
event together and be as cringe 
as ever on a Zoom chat brought 
some much-needed solace 
and entertainment to UCSB 
students who were watching 
from home.

“Six Cents” Podcast: Three UCSB Students Give Their Two Cents 
on Politics, Sports, Music and the World Around Them

Sunidhi Sridhar
Artsweek Editor

By this point, most of us have 
our preferred escape method 
from the bleak reality of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, whether 
that be arguing with strangers 
on “Among Us” until the early 
hours of the morning or baking 
yet another loaf of sourdough 
just to feel something. If 
you’re like me, however, and 
have had every intention 
of listening to the hoard of 
podcast recommendat ions 
you’ve received over the years 
but never quite got around to 
it, there is no better time to 
start than now. For those of 
you who are looking to add a 
new podcast to your rotation, 
allow me to introduce you to 
UC Santa Barbara’s very own 
“Six Cents.” 

“[My friend] Jude came up 
to me our third year, just 
randomly, [while] we were at 
an ‘Art in A Park’ in I.V. [...] and 
he was like, ‘Hey, do you want 
to start a podcast? I already got 
another friend and I want to do 
a podcast,’” said Gurinder Singh 
Jassar, a fourth-year political 
science major and one-third of 
the “Six Cents” team. 
 “Six Cents,” created by 
Jassar and his friends Jude  
Kiruuta, a fourth-year f inancial 
mathematics and statistics 
major, and Sekou Yansane, a 
fourth-year sociology major, 
encompasses many topics that 
brought the trio together, such 
as politics, sports and hip-hop. 
“I’ve always had a burning 
passion to talk to someone about 
politics, so that’s personally 
kind of why I always 
wanted to do a podcast with 

somebody, just to have someone 
to talk to about these things,” 
Kiruuta explained. 
 Since their f irst recorded 
episode in April 2019, the 
podcast hosts said they have 
appreciated how much they 
have grown from each other’s 
company, crediting their 
conversations as part of the 
reason why their personal and 
political beliefs have evolved. 
 “I like learning from them 
and it’s def initely changed the 
way I view politics,” Yansane 
revealed. “Before coming to this 
podcast, I def initely knew I had 
a progressive mindset, 
but with these guys, they’re 
more grassroots-minded and 
[our podcast] deepened my 
understanding of it. I’m knowing 
what to look for and what to 
avoid, and it’s been a really 
good 

experience for me.”
 A year and a half later, Jassar, 
Kiruuta and Yansane have more 
experience under their belts 
as content creators, but the 
process was not smooth sailing 
at 
f irst. Kiruuta mentioned that 
the team was initially unsure 
about what equipment to use 
but ultimately realized that 
their phones would do the 
job. “Anyone that is going to 
start a podcast, your phone 
is actua l ly a pret ty good 
start, that’s what I would say,” 
Kiruuta said.  

Yansane a lso mentioned 
challenges like f inding a quiet 
place to record and f iguring 
out how to edit the episodes. 
“We [have] to make sure our 
levels are correct af ter so I 
can post. We have to make 
sure we got any cuts out, 

any interruptions out , and 
make sure nothing was too 
distorted. We al l shared some 
edit ing par ts , so that was cool 
to have a l l of us involved,” 
Yansane said.
 When asked i f the episodes 
are scr ipted or i f the dia logue 
f lows natural ly, a l l three hosts 
insisted that the conversations 
that their l isteners hear are 
an authentic representat ion 
of who they are as fr iends. 
“We’ l l just have a l i st of 
topics , and somet imes we 
won’t get to a l l of the topics 
or we’ l l ta lk about something 
else that we didn’t put on 
the l i st beforehand. Other 
than that, there’s real ly no 
planning and just speaking 
to the authenticity, I feel l ike 
we’ve honest ly gotten a lot 
better as the episodes have 
gone on,” Jassar said. 

When cla sses were in 
person, the tr io admitted that 
they uploaded episodes more 
regularly, but l ike everyone 
else, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has forced them to adapt to 
changing circumstances.  
  “When we were on campus, 
we never real ly missed weeks. 
Maybe one week and we’d hop 
back up. COVID just real ly 
slowed us down a lot. We 
def initely want to get back up 
again,” Yansane emphasized. 
In the meantime, he said, they 
occasional ly record episodes 
over Zoom and upload them 
to the podcast ’s YouTube 
channel. 

“We [used to] record our 
shows on Sunday mornings 
when there’s nothing to do, 
really, so that was the time 
for us to get together and 
knock a podcast out of the 
way and go back to doing 
our schoolwork ,” Kiruuta 
said. “Now, with COVID, the 
motivation is there but there 
are so many things to tend to 
at home and it’s hard for me 
to have a consistent schedule.” 

Not only have Jassar, Kiruuta 

and Yansane learned a lot about 
themselves and each other 
throughout this experience, but 
their conversat ions have a l so 
shed some l ight on which 
f ie lds of  s t udy they wou ld 
l i ke  to  f u r t he r  e x p lore . 
“ I  saw [the podca st]  a s  a 
chance for  me to prac t ice 
my sk i l l s  produc ing content . 
I ’ve a lways been intere s ted 
i n  f i lm produc t ion ,  more 
beh ind the scenes ,”  K i r uuta 
sa id .  Ja s sa r  a l so expre ssed 
t h a t  t he  p o dc a s t  h a s 
deepened h i s  unders tand ing 
of  pol i t ic s  and i t s  e f fec t s 
on ever yone ’s  da i ly  l i ve s , 
and sa id he may consider a 
ca reer a s  a jou rna l i s t . 

The “Six Cents” hosts have 
their own favorite podcasts 
that they l i sten to (when 
they’re not busy recording 
their own show, of course). 
Yansane l isted “The Joe Rogan 
Experience” as an interesting 
l isten to get some perspective 
from the conservative side, 
even though he f i rst got 
into the show because of his 
interest in box ing. One of 
Jassar’s go-to podcasts is “All 
The Smoke” with ex-NBA 
players Mat t Barnes and 
Stephen Jackson. Kiruuta is a 
fan of “Hella Black,” a radical 
lef t polit ica l podcast based in 
Oakland. 

Even though the podcast is 
on ice for the t ime being, the 
creators of “Six Cents” are 
optimist ic about the future of 
their show and are grateful 
for the fr iendships they have 
formed along the way. “The 
main thing is us growing as 
fr iends. As our podcast grew, 
especia l ly in the beg inning, 
I feel l ike we real ly cl icked,” 
Jassar exclaimed. 

K i ruuta echoed Ja ssa r ’s 
sentiments, saying that what 
he l ikes the most about their 
show i s i t s  authent ic it y. 
“Going into this , I wanted it 
to be just us, speaking from 
our hear ts.”

Courtesy of “Six Cents” Podcast YouTube
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Frats Test Positive for Everything

A. Wiessass
Nexustentialism Ass. Editor

In an only slightly shocking turn of events, it 
appears as if the various fraternities of Isla Vista 
have collectively tested positive for every disease 
known to modern medicine. This update comes as 
disheartening news as Isla Vista continues to be the 
coronavirus hot spot for all of Santa Barbara County 
and winter classes are set to be almost entirely online. 
Public health officials have been reached out to for 
comment but were too busy banging their heads 
against the walls of their office and muttering, “How 
fucking dumb can these kids be,” under their breaths.

“I am shocked and outraged,” one A.S. senator 
posted publicly in response to this news. She 
continued, “I will do everything in my power to 
make sure that the frats are held responsible for the 
damage they are causing the community.” She has 
since posted three infographics to her Instagram 
story and introduced no legislation to the Senate. 

Upon further investigation, it seems as if the 
different frat houses across I.V. have taken de facto 

specialties in their contracting. Some have gone for 
domestic diseases, some have gone for diseases that 
target specific systems within the body and, while 
most houses have a respectable collection of STIs, 
some houses seem to be looking to collect every 
strain of every STI in every combination possible. 

“Well, we all have COVID; Neil went on to 
the South and came back with West Nile and I 
somehow got Zika. Remember that one?” asked 
Stuart Spredder, a member of a frat that has been 
dabbling in some classic diseases from the news 
cycle of the 2010s. “It wasn’t really a conscious effort 
at first, but once we saw how quickly we could 
spread a bit of SARS, we started to take pride in our 
immense infectiousness.”

This reporter is not an epidemiologist, but he 
does know that while some diseases fare best in 
humid environments and some fare best in dry 
environments, it seems that the diseases present 
in the frat houses of Isla Vista fare best in stupid 
environments.

A. Wiessass puts the PP in PPE ;-)

Zoom Sex Ed Class Just a 
Livestream of Pornhub Premium

Valerie Fu
Staff Writer

As middle and high school students were forced 
out of the classroom and onto the internet as a 
result of COVID-19, teachers across the nation have 
realized that some of the hardest classes to teach in 
a virtual setting are those with the most sensitive 
curriculums, such as sex education. 

Confused about the male and female reproductive 
systems? Trying to comprehend the wonder of 
conception? Look no further, kids, for creative 
teachers are employing the academic help of one 
of the busiest and most successful websites in the 
world: Pornhub. 

“Honestly, it’s not that much different from Khan 
Academy or Crash Course,” local health teacher 
Gordon Shue proclaimed. “Kids these days now 
have the opportunity to be intimately familiar with 
the mechanics of procreation on an extremely 
graphic level. Why watch Sal Khan when you can 
watch Mia Khalifa?”

While parents may be apprehensive about 
exposing their impressionable preteens and teens to 
the seedy world of amateur videos and glossy adult 
productions alike, local schools are assuring them 
that their methods are necessary, if a bit aggressive. 

Biology teacher Sarah Mullens is adamant that 

playing “Busty MILF Gets Dicked Down by Step-
Son” for her eighth graders has taught them more 
about erogenous zones and genital anatomy than 
any previous curriculum has. 

“Their understanding of the subject matter has 
really blown me away,” Mullens said incredulously. 
“No other way of teaching is quite as effective. 
However, I’ve noticed that more and more students 
are muting their mics and turning off their cameras 
during the videos. I wonder why.”

Health teacher Simon Chandrasekhar has also 
spoken highly of the curriculum’s positive effects 
on his students: “Record numbers of students are 
coming into my office hours to stream videos and 
discuss concepts. I never thought that watching 
‘Teen Slut Gets Tied Up and Spanked’ could 
spark a serious discussion about the importance of 
consent and safety in the BDSM realm.”

The students aren’t the only ones who are 
learning a lot through this new teaching style. 
Teachers are also being exposed to new terms and 
methods through their increased browsing of adult 
websites. “Before this year, I didn’t even know what 
‘pegging’ was,” Chandrasekhar exclaimed. “And 
I’m 36!”

Valerie Fu has never watched a single porn video in 
her life, she swears.

JAZE MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 
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On the Menu

Nicole Wakeland
Reporter

Kyle’s Kitchen, a fast-casual restaurant with a variety of healthy 
comfort food options, recently opened its newest location in Isla Vista, 
replacing Silvergreens on the corner of Pardall and Embarcadero Del 
Mar. The menu highlights all of the most popular burgers, salads and 
the new Krispy Chicken Sandwich that everyone has been craving, 
and I knew I had to try it after seeing lines out the door for this hot 
commodity. 

Upon entering Kyle’s I.V., I was welcomed by lively employees and a 
clean, inviting atmosphere. There was a sign reading, “Our buns melt 
in your mouth!” Right then I was intrigued. I wanted to try an array of 
items on the menu, so I got the Seared Ahi salad, the Krispy Chicken 
Sandwich and their Hand Cut French Fries. 

First, I tried the salad, which I noticed comes in a pop bowl. This is a 
plastic bowl that’s packaged tightly with a lid, and the bottom expands 
when you’re ready to pour in the dressing and shake it up. This cool 
and convenient concept is original to Kyle’s Kitchen and has been used 
in Kyle’s locations for a while now. It’s also reusable so you can take it 

home to use for your own salads. 
The Seared Ahi salad included a mix of fresh field greens, napa 

cabbage, mandarin oranges, wonton strips and a sesame ginger 
dressing. I thought the f lavors blended perfectly, and it was refreshing 
and delicious. I loved the dressing and the crunch that the wontons 
bring to the dish as a whole. This was a great start to my taste test and 
I would definitely go back for this salad again!

Then I tried the Krispy Chicken Sandwich, which has been getting 
lots of attention from locals in Isla Vista. It pairs fried chicken with 
either their OG Garlic Aioli or Kyle’s Spicy Sauce and dill pickles — all 
on a brioche bun. I opted for the spicy version. The chicken itself was 
very juicy on the inside and crunchy on the outside which created the 
perfect combination of textures. The saltiness from the pickles and 
tanginess from the spicy sauce added bursts of f lavor to the sandwich. 
However, I thought the whole ensemble was quite simple since it only 
included two ingredients besides the bun and the patty. After taking 
my first few bites, I noticed that the bun really did melt in my mouth. 
It was soft, sweet and warm, which made all the difference. 

I later found out about a perfect alternative that would satisfy my 
need for the perfect chicken sandwich. Kyle’s allows you to substitute 

their Krispy Chicken Breast onto any of their other burgers, which 
include ingredients such as lettuce, tomato, cheese, jalapenos and 
crispy onion strings. Next time I visit Kyle’s, I will definitely try this 
option out. However, if you like to keep things simple, the Krispy 
Chicken Sandwich (as is) would be perfect for you. 

The Hand Cut French Fries are double fried and sprinkled with the 
perfect amount of herbs and seasoning. I loved how these had a bold 
f lavor and a crunchy texture. When I first heard they were double 
fried, I was worried they would be too hard, but they were cooked to 
perfection. If you’re a sauce person like me, ranch and ketchup make 
the most delicious additives. I couldn’t stop eating them! 

Overall, Kyle’s Isla Vista is an amazing addition to downtown I.V. 
The food is great and it’s just a quick walk or bike ride away from locals 
in the I.V. area. Even though the menu is on the simple side, there are 
a considerable amount of options that will satisfy everyone’s personal 
preferences. Not to mention, they’re always having deals! 

Kyle’s weekly menu deals are happening until the end of the year and 
feature one discounted menu item for the whole week each time. Make 
sure to stay tuned to the Kyle’s Kitchen Instagram (@kyles_iv) to see 
which items are on sale every week.

Kyle’s Isla Vista: The New Krispy Chicken Sandwich

Michelle Lee
Reporter

Philz Coffee is a Bay Area staple known for its artisanal coffee blends and unique takes on your 
everyday iced latte. One of the chain’s most popular drinks is their Iced Mint Mojito, and for good 
reason. While coffee and mint may seem like an odd combination at first, the bitterness of the 
coffee is perfectly complemented by the sweet, refreshing notes of mint, and the drink itself is 
smooth and creamy. 

With a price tag of $5 a cup, Philz’s Iced Mint Mojito is definitely not cheap. Using just a few 
simple ingredients that you probably already have in your kitchen, you can recreate this iconic drink 
on a budget, super easily!

Ingredients: 
t� 2 shots of hot espresso or ! cup of strongly brewed coffee 
t� 1 cup of milk of your choice 
t� 2 teaspoons of sugar 
t� 4-6 mint leaves, 1 for optional garnish 
t� 2 tablespoons of heavy cream (essential!) 
t� 3/4 cup of ice 

Directions: 
1. Place your mint leaves in a small bowl or coffee mug. Cover them with the 2 teaspoons of 

sugar.
2. With a mortar or metal spoon, grind the mint leaves and sugar in small circles until the mint 

is fragrant. The sugar helps the mint leaves break down and release oils. 
3. Pour freshly brewed espresso or coffee into a bowl/coffee mug with mint and sugar mixture. 

Let sit for 1 minute. 
4. While espresso/coffee is sitting, fill a cup with ! cup of ice and 1 cup of milk. 
5. Carefully pour coffee mixture into a cup, so as to not let the mint leaves fall in. Placing a mesh 

strainer over the cup may be helpful. 
6. Top cup with 2 tablespoons of heavy cream. Feel free to add more if you would like your 

drink to be more creamy. 
7. Stir the drink all together with a spoon or straw, and garnish with a sprig of mint. Enjoy!

While nothing can really beat the authentic Philz’s Iced Mint Mojito, this recipe is a great 
alternative for those who do not live near a Philz Coffee. The secret to this recipe is letting the 
crushed mint leaves steep in the hot coffee to get that hint of mint, and topping the drink with 
cream to mimic the creaminess of Philz Coffee drinks. Even for people who are not familiar with 
Philz, this DIY Iced Mint Mojito is a fun, easy way to elevate your typical iced coffee.

Yuriko Chavez
Staff Writer

What better way to get into the autumn season than making tiny pumpkins? These cute and small desserts 
are so adorable and extremely fun to make! They make perfect party favors or a sweet treat to snack on in 
between classes. 

Ingredients:
t� " box of Rice Krispies Cereal
t� 1 bag of marshmallows
t� 3 tablespoon of butter
t� Pretzel sticks
t� Cooking oil spray or liquid
t� Red and yellow food coloring

Directions:
1. Melt butter in a medium-sized pot. Then, add marshmallows and stir until completely melted. 
2. Add two drops of yellow food coloring and one drop of red food coloring. Stir until completely blended. 

Remove from heat.
3. Pour in " box of Rice Krispies Cereal. Stir until Rice Krispies are completely covered by orange 

marshmallow mixture and then transfer into a bowl. 
4. Apply cooking oil to hands, and roll Rice Krispies treats into balls. Stick a pretzel stick in the center of 

the ball.

These make a great autumn activity to share with you and your family and are incredibly delicious!

DIY Philz Iced Mint Mojito

Pumpkin Rice Krispies Treats

COURTESY OF KYLE’S KITCHEN 
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Michelle J. Lee
Staff Writer

The choice of whether or not to 
discuss the dreaded topic of climate 
change at the Thanksgiving table isn’t 
a new dilemma. Everyone tenses up 
as your cousin starts their rant again 
about the “conspiracy” of climate 
change. Your palms start to sweat. You 
feel like you need to say something 
— right? “No politics at the dinner 
table” just doesn’t sit right with you 
anymore. Climate change is a fact 
based on rigorous research conducted 
across many fields of science. But if 
this conversation blows up, it’s not the 
kind of situation your sibling’s famous 
pumpkin pie just smooths over.

Does this situation sound familiar 
to you? Then you might be suffering 
from what we call, “How do I talk to 
my loved one about climate change?!” 

syndrome. This guide has been 
prepared for you by UC Santa Barbara 
scientists to assist you through the next 
few months of family and friend get-
togethers. You know what our planet 
is facing, but how do you communicate 
the facts? How do you meet your 
relatives and friends where they are? 
How do you maintain this relationship 
when the future of our planet is at risk?

This guide is not a cure-all for a 
climate change denier. Rather, the 
hope is that you will find tools to help 
you feel better equipped to engage 
in disagreements and gain a deeper 
understanding of your loved ones, 
f ind common ground and maybe 
even guide them in the direction of 
truth. Through these conversations, 
you — better than any scientist — have 
the opportunity to find and address 
misinformation, misunderstanding and 
fear.

The Scientists’ Declassified Guide to Talking About Climate Change

First, one cannot “believe” in 
climate change. Climate change is 
not a religion, and science is not a 
faith. There is extensive research and 
data supporting the reality of climate 
change. However, climate change is 
a very complex issue to understand 
and mitigate. Thus, there is an equally 
complex and multi-layered continuum 
of knowledge and attitudes one can 
have about climate change and climate 
change action. 

Second, scientific evidence shows 
that — as one element of the changing 
global climate — humans have already 
raised the planet’s average surface 
temperature by about 1°C (1.8°F). 
The scientif ic community agrees 
that these changes are largely due 
to human emissions. In the highest 
emissions scenarios modeled by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) in its latest report, 
global mean temperature could 
increase by over 4°C (7.2°F) by the 
end of the century.

David Lea, distinguished professor, 
climate advocate and climate 
researcher in the UCSB Department 
of Earth Science, illustrated the 
magnitude of change with a 
comparison: “The Earth, as a whole, 
cooled by about 5°C during the ice 
ages. About half of it was due to a 
greenhouse gas reduction.” 

This data shows that atmospheric 
processes — exactly like the ones 
humans are contributing to now — led 
to massive changes to our planet’s 
climate. 

Another important distinction is 
that patterns of local and regional 
weather do not equate to those of the 
global climate across a long period of 
time. While weather refers to the day-
to-day precipitation or temperature, 
climate refers to the weather averaged 
over a period of typically 30 years. 
So, while some places will experience 
some cold weather abnormalities, 
this is not evidence that contradicts 
climate change. The planet as a whole 
is warming, and it is virtually certain 
that cold extremes will decrease over 
time. Everyone can and will feel these 
alterations firsthand.  

Finally our current climate change 
is substantially caused by the human 
consumption of fossil fuels and the 
resulting emissions. The burning 
of fossil fuels since the Industrial 
Revolution has greatly increased 
the amount of greenhouse gases in 
our atmosphere (carbon dioxide by 
47% and methane by 250%). These 
additional gases are some of the best 
at trapping incoming solar radiation, 
warming our planet like a car with 
rolled-up windows on a summer 
afternoon. 

The f irst goal of this conversation 
is to establish common ground — 
don’t bring up facts right away. What 
values do you agree on? For some, 
this might be a responsibility to 
future generations to maintain the 
same wilderness and quality of life. 
For others, this might be a fear of 
the loss of stability in the future with 
increasing natural disasters or the 
instability of our coastal communities 
with sea-level rise.  Listen to what 
your loved one thinks, what they fear 
and, importantly, where you agree.

Tamma Carleton, an assistant 
professor at UCSB’s Bren School 
of Environmental Science & 
Management and a leading researcher 
in the Climate Impact Lab, said, “The 
unhelpful instinct that I have found 
in myself is to turn on my professor 

hat and start lecturing about all 
the things I know. That doesn’t 
create a conversation. A f ire hose of 
information is not convincing if it 
isolates you from your conversation 
partner.” She further recommended, 
“Try to meet your conversation 
partner on the level that they’re at 
and provide information when it’s 
helpful or asked for.”

So, this is where you begin. Set the 
stage for a productive conversation 
by f irst understanding where your 
loved one is coming from. From 
this place of understanding, you 
can then challenge falsehoods while 
acknowledging the fear, the anger 
and the unknown. In this piece, I have 
compiled a short list of some of the 
many arguments — out of many — you 
may face.

Denial argument 1: Climate change 
isn’t real — it’s a hoax.

Those who completely deny the reality of 
climate change are  a shrinking percentage 
of the population. “We need to keep in 
mind that the ardent climate deniers [in 
the United States] are a small population. 
By most recent reports it was 11% and it’s 
declined to 7% over the last five years,” said 
Ronald Rice, a professor and researcher 
of environmental communication and 
the Arthur N. Rupe Chair in the Social 
Effects of Mass Communication in UCSB’s 
Department of Communication. 

Rice is referring to the Yale Program on 
Climate Change Communication’s report 
on Global Warming’s Six Americas, a survey 
in the United States on the variability of 
awareness, understanding and acceptance of 
climate change. This kind of outright denial 
may not be a position you can completely 
shift, but there are still opportunities to 
connect.

First, climate change is agreed upon 
and supported by several organizations, 
industries and scientific institutions around 
the world and across party lines. Even top 
oil industries that profit from fossil fuel 
consumption agree that climate change 
requires action, including BP, ExxonMobil, 
Shell and more. Thus, the first opportunity 
lies in finding a source that your loved one 
trusts. Otherwise, “it’s easy to deny source 
credibility if you already disagree with [the 
fact],” Rice explained.

Other connections that can be made with 
an outright denier are the more visceral and 
immediate effects of climate change, which 
are evident in the increasing number of 
natural disasters and lives lost. “The amount 
of emissions that we’ve already put into the 
atmosphere means that climate change is 
happening. It’s no longer an issue that you 
have to say, let’s talk about our grandkids,” 
noted Carleton, whose lab quantifies today’s 
socioeconomic costs of climate change. 

In reality, everyone will experience or is 
already experiencing the effects of climate 
change: homes lost to fires, hurricanes and 

rising sea levels; decreased water access 
with changing precipitation patterns; 
reduced crop production with water loss 
and increased temperature; higher mortality 
from rising temperatures — the list goes on. 

Denial argument 2: Sure, the climate 
is changing, but it’s a natural process.

The idea of climate being a human-
caused phenomenon is daunting. It may 
create conf licting emotions of anger or 
shame, as accepting that climate change 
is caused by humans would also mean 
accepting responsibility or guilt. Moreover, 
a challenge in understanding climate change 
is the scale of the problem. The opportunity 
to connect here is through thinking about 
what we know about human activities and 
then expanding that to the research.

The scale to which humans have 
changed the environment is shocking, but 
it is not impossible to fathom. Look at 
every continent on the planet — no other 
animal has been capable of the kind of 
infrastructure and ecosystem engineering 
humans have accomplished in the last 
several hundred years. 

“Just take a look at a picture of the Earth 
from space at night,” Lea said. “The fact 
that CO2 has been elevated in the air that is 
everywhere — there is no untouched part of 
the planet … we are everywhere. We are in 
everything.”

According to the latest report released by 
the IPCC in 2014, climate researchers agree 
that it is extremely likely that the majority of 
the observed warming can only be accounted 
for with human activity. Moreover, over 97% 
of scientists agree with this finding across 
thousands of peer-reviewed publications.

“We can confidently demonstrate that 
the degree to which we’ve altered the 
composition of the atmosphere is in 
agreement with the warming we see,” 
Lea said. When modeling the causes of 
observed warming, natural processes like 
solar radiation, internal planet warming 
and other theories do not account for the 
Earth’s current warming. Here, you can 
connect lines of thinking. Human activity 

is responsible for increasing atmospheric 
greenhouse gases since the Industrial 
Revolution. These greenhouse gases are the 
dominant driver of observed and projected 
climate change.

Denial argument 3: How can we 
be sure that climate change is real if 
scientists themselves aren’t sure? 

Throughout the Trump administration, 
our president and vice president dismissed or 
misinterpreted the scientific understanding 
of climate change. However, the different 
sources of uncertainty are well-addressed 
by climate researchers and they should be 
acknowledged.

First, uncertainty can lie in the precision 
of tools used by researchers. Confidence 
intervals and estimates do their best to 
account for these unknowns and give us 
as much reason and reliability as possible. 
Rice explained, “For instance, if you look 
at climate predictions, they’re going to give 
you a range … for example, ‘we’re actually 
95% confident that it’s going to be in this 
range.’” 

Second, uncertainty lies in the future 
and the unknowables like human behavior 
and the unpredictability of climate 
systems. Carleton said, “You should be 
worried about uncertainty, because this is 
a very complicated problem that requires 
us to think about the future, which is 
inherently challenging. However, we 
should be reassured that hundreds and 
thousands of researchers are focused on this 
problem. With dramatic explosions of data 
and computing power, we’ve been able to 
make a lot of progress on narrowing those 
uncertainties.”

Third, uncertainty can also lie in 
consensus. However, this is not an issue 
for climate researchers. Scientists are not 
uncertain that the climate is changing. 
As mentioned above, 97% or more of 
published papers agree that humans are 
the dominant cause of climate change. 
Scientific organizations from nearly 200 
different countries endorse this position. 
Scientists are sure.

In summary, climate change is happening. 
We can see this with our own eyes — there is 
scientific evidence and worldwide consensus. 
Given the evidence and media coverage 
available at the click of a button, climate 
change denial often stems from something 
more complex than just not being aware of 
the facts. 

To engage with others, one needs to 
know more about the mindset that forms 
and enforces climate change denial. As  
Eric Smith, professor and researcher in 
environmental policy and public opinion with 
the UCSB Department of Political Science, 
said, our opinions are formed “mostly from 
our parents, our friends, our coworkers, in 
college and beyond.” Thus, the people and the 
media people choose to surround themselves 
with are vital to their understanding of the 
world and their ability to accept ideas. 

In thinking again about Global Warming’s 
Six Americas, Rice warned that, “on the other 

side, the percentage of Americans alarmed by 
climate change has risen to just 26% … that’s 
outrageous.” And he’s right. There are too 
many people spread across the spectrum of 
climate change denial or dismissal. And while 
the most ardent deniers may be too hard to 
reach, if close to 70% of the population is 
not on board with climate action, there is 
still much work to be done in order to avoid 
catastrophe.

The importance of these conversations 
cannot be understated. We need to normalize 
discussing these contentious topics. We 
need to normalize feeling uncomfortable 
and pushing ourselves and others out of 
our respective comfort zones. These 
conversations spark real change.

Researchers I spoke with for this piece 
are hopeful about our future. But where 
do they find hope in a sea of inaction and 
denial? Well, for one, in everyday Earthlings’ 
growing awareness of climate change. When 

you first read the title of this article, you likely 
had no doubt to what problem it references. 
What with all of the serious and urgent 
conversations surrounding climate action, it 
can be difficult to see the progress that has 
been made. This is a small but important 
marker of how climate change activists have 
moved the needle forward in recent years.

If climate action is a legacy we want to leave 
for future generations, climate conversations 
are more important than ever. And while 
your family might end up eating pumpkin pie 
in silence this year after things get a little too 
heated, there is room to learn and practice 
as we navigate these difficult discussions. 
Let your loved ones know that this is not a 
partisan issue — this is everyone’s planet and 
everyone’s future. Let your loved one know 
that you are a person who cares enough to 
talk with them and walk with them through 
the facts. Let them know that you are ready 
to talk when they are ready.

#1. The Facts

JOYCE TSUI / DAILY NEXUS 

#2. Starting the Conversation

#3. The Denialist’s Playbook

#4. Reasons for Hope
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A good, fat, sloppy cry

Smoking a big, fat doink

Buy more houseplants or just steal 
clippings from your neighbor’s yard

Obsessively refreshing CNN

Take a long-ass nap

Blocking the numbers of all your 
conservative relatives

Looking at homes you’ll never be able 
to a! ord in di! erent countries that have 
contained coronavirus and YEARNING to 

live in them

Listening to ‘80s music nonstop

Screaming into the void and openly 
challeging God

Dog walks

Lighting every single scented candle you 
own for the ~vibes~

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Skipping your classes because they are all 
going to be recorded anyway

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
ARIES

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

The Signs as Coping Mechanisms

Priscilla Goh
Staff Writer

Hating MBTI Isn’t a Personality Trait 
I am deeply and unapologetically obsessed with 

personality tests. I think it’s a combination of not really 
knowing what to do with myself but also needing the 
constant reassurance that I have a grasp on who I am. I’ve 
fallen in love with the 16 oddly charming Myers-Briggs 
Type Indicator (MBTI) cartoon figurines, even creating a 
spreadsheet with my friends’ MBTI types so that I could 
read up on them and mentally calculate who I was supposed 
to get along with. (The answer is the ISFP type, in case 
you’re curious.) 

The MBTI test, frequently referred to as the most popular 
personality test, counts the CIA and U.S. Department of 
Defense amongst its 2 million users, even as The New York 
Times has compared it to BuzzFeed quizzes, suggesting that 
the test’s decade-long popularity has resulted from people 
simply wanting to take it. It almost feels like an insult to 
refer to the MBTI test as a BuzzFeed quiz — until I remember 
that I used to take those obsessively to figure out which 
Starbucks drink I was. 

That being said, I don’t think MBTI tests should simply 
be dismissed as frivolous fun as they have proven to be 
particularly insightful for companies, with almost 90% of 
the Fortune 100 companies relying on such personality 
tests to build collaborative, strong and more effective teams 
within their organizations. When ethically used, these tests 
can help companies understand their employees’ strengths, 
weaknesses and the way they process information. By ethical 
use of the MBTI tests, I mean that companies should make 
them non-compulsory and merely encourage employees to 
share their MBTI types instead of forcing them to display it 
on their desks and within their Zoom usernames. 

MBTI types are not meant to be accurate but are 
intended to be insightful, which is why they’re so valuable 
in workspaces and for self-reflection. They are valid, but 
they should by no means be necessarily used as a guide to 
determine your life, à la one of those “Choose Your Own 
Adventure” books, but with no redo. The MBTI tests are by 
no means exhaustive, but they are not without their purpose 
or benefit. 

The airline JetBlue agrees, having implemented MBTI 
assessments as part of their leadership development 
program more than a decade ago to motivate employees to 
develop self-understanding and an understanding of others’ 
differences, as well as apply those skills to their actions and 
communications. 

It’s vastly important to note that MBTI tests are not 
used as an end goal here to categorize employees into 
strict boxes and essentially keep them in storage if they 
are not extroverts. Instead, the MBTI tests are utilized to 
further propel employees, as former Bridgewater Associates 
employee Leah Fessler put it, to “[force] us to reconcile 
the gaps between what the test results tell us, and what we 
know to be true about ourselves.” 

Much of the criticism directed at the MBTI tests stem 
from users getting different responses each time they take 
the test. This is perfectly understandable as the MBTI test 
sorts for preferences instead of solid traits, which can explain 
the varying test results. One could claim to be an extrovert 
but prefer to spend a lot of time alone, which could result 
in them receiving the introvert result at a later test date. 
I’ve always thought personality tests to be tricky, frequently 
wondering if I’m answering the questions based on how I 
want to be perceived by others or if I’m being true to myself. 

In my MBTI spreadsheet, none of my friends are actually 

ISFPs, but I’m pretty sure we get along well. Pretty sure 
because I’m also afraid to ask and be questioned on why 
I’m keeping a running spreadsheet on everyone’s personality 
types. Either way, I’ll stick to the MBTI tests for a quick 
quarantine self-reflection.  

Priscilla Goh thinks you should take a personality test 
and let her know your MBTI type so she can add it to her 
spreadsheet. 

Katie Caracciolo
Staff Writer

MBTI Should Stand for “Made By Total Idiots”
Living, as we do, in the age of BuzzFeed quizzes and Co-

Star, we have countless ways to categorize ourselves. From 
Hogwarts houses to the first initial of your soulmate, these 
tests offer countless fun and seemingly harmless ways to define 
yourself, all for the sake of passing the time in a particularly dull 
discussion section, for example.

These quizzes, however, hold a little of the prestige of more 
“scientific” personality tests: namely, the Myers-Briggs Type 
Indicator (MBTI). Based on the observations of influential 
20th century Swiss psychologist Carl Jung, this test claims to 
categorize all people into one of 16 personality types, gauging 
factors ranging from extraversion or introversion to one’s 
tendency toward “judging” or “perceiving.” In a manner similar 
to the astrology enthusiasts of our generation, I have known 
individuals who shape their whole identity around the MBTI 
categories.

This test ignores, however, the dynamic quality of 
personality. Jung himself once stated that “every individual is an 
exception to the rule” of the personality types he created based 
on anecdotal observation alone. It is a given that as people 
change and grow over time, so do their personalities.

As shown in an article from The Washington Post, 
“longitudinal studies have reached different conclusions about 
when personality becomes fixed: during one’s school years 
or upon one’s entry into the workforce; at 17 or 21 or 25 or 
30.” In other words, as college students, it is unlikely that our 
personalities are static enough to be measured in any objective 
way — that is, if they are ever even “fixed” at all.

Psychologists have long debated whether an individual or the 
situation that they find themselves in has more of an influence 
on behavior, but one thing is known for sure: “paper-and-pencil 
tests of personality [are] less reliable than observations of how 
people act, since people’s own reports of their behavior can be 
biased.” In other words, how we believe we’d respond to the 
situations posed by the MBTI likely differ wildly from how 
outside observers would perceive our actions.

With this point in mind, I asked five different people who 
I’ve known for varying amounts of time to take the MBTI test 

and answer how they believed that I would based on their real-
world knowledge of my life choices and past actions. While 
my father, high school friend, middle school friend, roommate 
and a stranger (acting as a control) all had a blast participating 
in my “experiment,” each of my five participants got different 
outcomes and none of them resulted in the same type that I got 
when I took it for myself.

I suspect that, rather than suggesting none of these people 
have a clear view of my “true personality,” the way I, and indeed 
everyone, act and am perceived depends on those around me. 
Personality is only as real as the way those around us see it, and 
it does not and cannot exist in a vacuum. 

Clearly, our actions are not as consistent as the creators of 
the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator suggest them to be. Indeed, 
The Washington Post writes that “a 1991 study … on the MBTI 
found that the indicator’s test-retest reliability … fell woefully 
short of the APA’s reliability benchmarks: Only 24 to 61 percent 
of subjects received the same result when they took it multiple 
times.”

If the test offers results that are neither consistent with 
internal reflections or external observations, then what could it 
possibly be useful for?

The simple answer, of course, is that it’s fun. Despite my 
stance on the uselessness of the MBTI, I still felt a jolt of pride 
when the test declared me to be the “protagonist” type. Even 
this small pleasure, however, points to a flaw that both my father 
and Vox writers Joseph Stromberg and Estelle Caswell pointed 
out when reflecting on the test: “No matter what type you’re 
assigned, you get a flattering description of yourself,” causing 
you to put more stock in your result than you otherwise would 
with a harsher assessment.

In addition, as is also the case with zodiac signs, the 
MBTI descriptions are vague enough that any person may 
see themselves as fitting into multiple categories. This, when 
compounded with the flattering descriptions, produces the 
Barnum-Forer effect, described by the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
as “the phenomenon that occurs when individuals believe that 
personality descriptions apply specifically to them (more so 
than to other people), despite the fact that the description is 
actually filled with information that applies to everyone.”

Even the more neutral descriptions could apply to anyone. 
Who doesn’t find “the spark they feel when they connect with 
someone who really gets them” … exhilarating? Essentially, the 
categories presented by the MBTI are so vaguely flattering that 
they render themselves useless.

As bluntly stated in an article from Vox, “The Myers-Briggs is 
useful for one thing: entertainment. There’s absolutely nothing 
wrong with taking the test as a fun, interesting activity, like a 
BuzzFeed quiz.”

This, however, may not even be true, for since its creation, 
the use of MBTI in hiring practices has become more and more 
prominent. According to The Washington Post, “One in five 
Fortune 1000 companies uses some means of personality testing 
to screen job candidates, both to hire the right type of person 
and to eliminate unfavorable types.” We cannot consider such 
tests to be “harmless fun” when the false faith we place in them 
has the power to make or break careers, lives and relationships. 

People are simply too complex for personality psychologists 
(or non-psychologists, as in the case of the official creators 
of the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator) to shove them into tiny 
boxes. This fact, though perhaps discouraging to some more 
introspective readers, offers a unique challenge to anyone 
getting to know those around them, or even themselves, on 
a deeper level. The answers cannot be found in 93 simple 
questions, but we must be willing to put in the work to 
connect with our friends, relatives and coworkers without 
the help of amusing online pseudoscience.

Katie Caracciolo firmly believes that the only valid 
personality categorizer is the Nexus horoscope column.  

Christine Tu
Staff Writer

I grew up surrounded mostly by liberals in a place my 
peers affectionately named the “liberal bubble.” I’ve always 
had trust in the system; I knew that no matter what 
happened, things were going to be alright, so I didn’t 
really care about ongoing politics. There was nothing to 
be shocked by or angry about: People in politics were fair, 
righteous and able to follow basic moral rules (i.e., telling 
the truth, following the law — that sort of thing) that most 
upstanding adults supported. During my teenage years, 
Democrats had the power, the popular vote and, most 
importantly, a say in what goes on in government. 

Fast forward to 2020, where it seems like everything 
has gone pear-shaped and nothing really makes sense 
anymore. From the comfort of my bedroom, staring at the 
front page of The New York Times on the bright screen 
of my laptop, I could only watch in distanced horror 
while decorum and (recent) historical precedence were 
disregarded as Amy Coney Barrett was nominated, then 
swiftly confirmed.

For those who missed out on the news, this is what 
happened. On Sept. 26, eight days after the death of Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, President Donald Trump announced his 
intention to nominate Barrett for the position of Supreme 
Court justice. The timeline for Barrett’s confirmation 
was one of the fastest in history, demonstrating how 
desperate Republicans were to vote her in before the 
2020 election. Her Senate confirmation hearing began on 
Oct. 12, and the Senate Judiciary Committee approved 
the advancement of her nomination by a 12-0 vote (all 10 
Democrats boycotted the meeting). On Oct. 26, Barrett 
was confirmed to the Supreme Court by a vote of 52-48 
in the Senate. 

Here’s the thing: The confirmation was based off of 
votes in the Senate, which currently holds a Republican 
majority. Since Republicans had enough votes to confirm 
Barrett, there didn’t seem to be much that Democrats 
could do to prevent or even overturn that vote. 

According to Senator Amy Klobuchar, “[The 
Democrats] don’t have some clever procedural way to 
stop this sham, to stop [the Republicans] from rushing 

through a nominee.”
But despite the outcome of the vote, what did the 

Democrats do? And, even as the minority party in the 
Senate, why weren’t they able to make a difference?

The first thing that Democrats did was boycott the 
Judiciary Committee confirmation hearing in protest 
against the Republicans not following the precedent 
they set in 2016, when they refused to consider Merrick 
Garland, who was nominated by then-President Barack 
Obama almost eight months before the 2016 election. 
Instead of following the Republicans’ approach from 
2016, Democrats placed photos of people who benefitted 
from the Affordable Care Act in their chairs during the 
boycott. With the Democrats not present, the nomination 
moved to the full Senate floor on a “unanimous vote,” 
with unanimous being the Republicans who were the 
only ones present.  

The reason for this boycott was because of a committee 
requirement stating that at least two members of the 
minority party must be present for the vote to pass. 
However, despite this requirement not being fulfilled, 
the Republicans still continued with the nomination and 
hearing process. 

Though the boycott conveyed the message that 
these hearings were far from normal, a Vox article on 
the boycott states that “because the Senate largely 
runs on unanimous consent, if one senator objects to 
an action that’s taking place, they are able to delay it 
from happening and slow the chamber’s productivity.” 
So in essence, the boycott may have allowed Barrett’s 
confirmation to happen faster since it didn’t actually pose 
any opposition to the Republicans’ unanimous consent. 
Ultimately, the boycott proved to be nothing more than 
an empty gesture. 

The second thing Democrats did was hold a symbolic 
digital filibuster as a last ditch attempt to delay the 
confirmation. However, the 30-hour video series featuring 
several senators and leaders of more than 20 national 
organizations advocating against the confirmation of 
Barrett was symbolic and had no real effect on delaying 
the proceedings, unlike a real filibuster. 

If there’s any indication for how badly some Democrats 
messed this up, it would be from the image of California 

Senator Dianne Feinstein giving South Carolina Senator 
Lindsey Graham a maskless hug and calling it “one 
of the best set of hearings [she had] participated in.” 
I mean, WTF?! Graham played a significant role in 
making this confirmation happen as quickly as it did, 
and that hug significantly undercut the Democrats’ 
stance that the hearings were unjust and illegitimate. 

Over the past four years, and especially in these 
past few months, it has become pretty apparent that 
Republicans don’t balk at breaking rules and flouting 
the conventions that they themselves set. Couple that 
with a Senate majority and the Democrats’ inability 
to take useful action to stop the hearings (plus the 
hug!) and it becomes clear how Barrett was able to be 
confirmed so quickly. 

So where do we go from here? A day after the 
confirmation, Democrats said that the Republicans 
will “regret” confirming Barrett, but given what little 
action the party has actually taken, these just seem 
like empty words, especially since Barrett has already 
been installed on the bench. If there’s any hope for 
change in the future, it’s that the Democrats will regain 
a majority in the Senate. Democrats still might have a 
shot at winning some of the runoff elections happening 
in January 2021, so go vote!

Christine Tu thinks that Democrats could have 
done more than … well, nothing to stop Amy Coney 
Barrett’s confirmation.

AITO: Personality Tests — Benign 
Pastime or Testing Our Patience?

MELODY WANG / DAILY NEXUS

HANNAH LI / DAILY NEXUS

Democrats Didn’t Do Enough To Stop 
Amy Coney Barrett’s Confirmation


