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More than 150 graduate students 
met in front of the University Library 
on Monday afternoon and marched 
to Cheadle Hall to present their 
demands to UC Santa Barbara 
administration for a cost-of-living 
adjustment – an additional monthly 
stipend to help alleviate the rent 
burden that many graduate students 
face.

UCSB graduate students are 
asking for a cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) of $1,807.51, a number they 
pinpointed from a survey of nearly 
1,000 UCSB graduate students. 
As of Fall Quarter 2019, there are 
2,965 masters and doctoral students 
enrolled at UCSB. 

Organizers also used data from 

a report on the cost of living for 
graduate students compiled by the 
UC Student-Workers Union (UAW 

2865), which represents graduate 
students across the UC, to 

calculate the exact COLA 
amount. 

UCSB’s march for a COLA 
was part of a larger movement 
across the UC; the movement 

is spearheaded by UC Santa 
Cruz graduate students, who 
began a full wildcat strike –  a 
strike not authorized by their 
union – Monday morning, 
indefinitely halting office 

hours, sections and grading. 
As of Wednesday, graduate 

students at UCSC are still on 
strike amid growing police presence. 
Over 350 graduate students, 
undergraduate students and faculty 
linked arms at an intersection on 
campus; officers also arrested several 
graduate students, according to the   
City on a Hill Press. 

UC San Diego, UC Los Angeles 
and UC Davis graduate students also 
held rallies on Monday in support 
of a COLA at their respective 
universities. 

The presentation of official 
demands marks a turning point 
for the UCSB COLA movement. 
Graduate students have been 
organizing the demands since Jan. 
21, when students held a “sick-out” 
in support of UCSC. 

Emily, a first-year sociology 
graduate student who declined to 
give her last name, spoke to the 
crowd in front of the University 
Library on Monday about how the 

list of demands was created, noting 
that it was important that as many 
graduate student voices as possible 
were included. 

“We read all the comments on the 
994 surveys we got, we took it into 
consideration, we wrote these and 
this is what we came up with,” Emily 
told the crowd. 

“All campuses across UC are 
organizing in some way for this 
COLA, and that’s how we’re going 
to get strength and prove to the 
administration that something’s got 
to change if we stand together.” 

Lex Taylor, a third-year political 
science and economics major, also 
spoke to the crowd in front of the 
library, representing a handful 
of undergraduate students who 
marched in solidarity with graduate 
students. 

“We are mostly taught by grad 
students. These are the people 
making sure this university is 
working … that we are going into 
our classes getting the education we 
deserve,” Taylor said.

Taylor also referenced the three-
year long strike efforts by American 
Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
union as a sign that COLA efforts 
could be successful. 

“AFSCME, for the last three 
years, striked on and off, and they 
won. Right now at Santa Cruz, grad 
students are starting to strike, we 
are about to give our demands all 
across the UCs and grad students are 
showing what they can do,” Taylor 
added. 

UCSB Graduate Students 
Present Demands for Cost-

of-Living Adjustment

Across UC System, 
Graduate Students Unite 

For COLA Movement

COLA Across UCs p.7 UCSB COLA p.7

Evelyn Spence
Lead News Editor

Across the University 
of California, a unifying 
message — shouted at the 
police barricade at UC Santa 
Cruz, taped to the walls of the 
UC San Diego’s chancellor’s 
office, yelled on the fifth floor of 
UC Santa Barbara’s Cheadle Hall 
— has emerged: Crack open the UC, 
because its graduate students want a 
COLA. 

The demand for a COLA, or cost-
of-living adjustment, began at UC 
Santa Cruz (UCSC) in September, 
but organizers at UCSC first deliv-
ered their demands for a COLA to 
the administration on Nov. 7, 2019. 
On Dec. 9, hundreds of graduate stu-
dents went on a wildcat strike, which 
is when a strike is not authorized by 
a union. 

The graduate students, as part of 
their strike, refused to release over 
12,000 undergraduate grades by the 
submission deadline of Dec. 18 until 
the university agreed to a COLA 
of $1,412 a month to supplement 
their current TA salaries. The univer-
sity refused, and this past Monday, 
UCSC graduate students began an 
indefinite full wildcat strike, meaning 
a strike without the authorization 
of their union, UC Student-Workers 
Union (UAW Local 2865). 

At the root of the UC COLA 
movements is the concept of “rent 
burden,” defined as spending more 
than 30% of one’s wages on rent, 
according to the UCSC COLA web-
site. Students’ rent burdens vary from 
campus to campus, but across the 
UC, organizers have been using “rent 
burden” to calculate COLAs specific 
to their respective universities. 

While only the UCSC COLA 
movement has officially gone on 
strike, several other UCs, such as 
UCSB and UCSD, have now drafted 
and presented demands to leadership 
at their respective universities. At 
other UCs, such as UC Los Angeles, 

U C 
B e r k e l e y 
and UC Davis, 
COLA move-
ments are in their 
infancy, but are grow-
ing fast. 

The Nexus spoke with orga-
nizers at various UC campuses to 
document their COLA movements 
and the stages each movement is in. 

UC Santa Cruz:
UCSC graduate students fin-

ished their third day on strike on 
Wednesday; throughout the day, 
hundreds of graduate students linked 
arms and blocked the intersection 
at the base of UCSC’s campus, fac-
ing off against a blockade of police 
officers and disrupting bus services. 
At least 16 people were arrested 
and given citations, City on a Hill 
Press reported, but as of 2:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, only one remained 
in custody. 

According to a press release sent 
out by the UCSC COLA movement, 
at least one student allegedly “had 
her finger broken by police, another 
was bleeding profusely from his head 
after being hit by batons, and others 
received bruised ribs and bones.” 

Jane Komori, a doctoral student 
within the history of conscious-
ness department and co-secretary 
of the UCSC Graduate Student 
Association, explained that at UCSC, 

t h e 

demand for a 
COLA offi-
cially began in 
November, when g r a d u -
ate students presented their 
demands to the university.  

“UC Santa Cruz students pay 
50, 60, 70% of their wages of rent 
per month, which makes it next 
to impossible to afford most other 
things, especially if you have medical 
copays or childcare or any kind of 
emergency,” Komori said.  

Now, UCSC graduate students are 
on an indefinite strike; those who are 
a part of the COLA movement are 
not holding office hours and sections 
and will not release undergraduate 
students’ fall quarter and upcoming 
winter quarter grades. 

Komori said that last week, UCSC 
Chancellor Cynthia Larive offered 
new programs for graduate students 
that would help offset the cost of liv-
ing, such as one that offers five years 
of funding at their current pay rate, 
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 Ze has been loving life lately, 
fitting in three separate lovers 
(2b, 1g) during  hir busy midterm 
schedule. The worst has come though, 
as lover #2 has ~allegedly~ asked for 
ze’s hand in girlfriendship. 
Tomorrow’s Forecast:
 Ditching bisexuality and eating only pussy insted. 

weather

“I think about my brother having sex all the time” 

ACROSS
1 Tons o’
6 Blows, as a script

line
11 Has permission
14 One may be

passed around at
a reunion

15 Like the Vegas
strip

16 Honest prez
17 One of

Beethoven’s 32
19 Moll’s leg
20 More pitiful
21 Channeling 

state
23 Gas from the

past
24 Rants and raves
27 Charity’s URL

ending
29 Change to zeros
30 Social service

item?
34 Wing

measurement
38 More than

impress
39 Debit card ID
40 Where to get off:

Abbr.
43 __ Deco
44 Sweet root
46 Proverbial

nonexistent 
meal

49 Davis who was
married to Ruby
Dee

52 “Collages” author
Anaïs

53 Place of central
interest, man

57 Dog in the FDR
Memorial

61 Hang up the
gloves

62 Hollered
64 Slick-whistle

connector
65 Has a meal, and

as the circles
show, what 17-,
24-, 30-, 46- and
53-Across each
does

68 Chi follower
69 Farsi speaker
70 Edible little

sphere
71 Oeuf seasoning
72 He bested

Alexander in
1804

73 Fragrant
compound

DOWN
1 Brain freeze
2 Jumbles
3 Snowboarders’

aids
4 Venting car option
5 Parisian

possessive
6 Apt name for a

woman with a
green thumb?

7 Jeremy in the
2012 NBA’s
Rising Stars
Challenge

8 Acting teacher
Hagen

9 Steep-sided hills
10 Spread out
11 __ Carta
12 Bead counters for

bean counters
13 Arabian republic

formed in 1990
18 Composer

Prokofiev
22 Creates some

drama?
25 Like the vb. “to

be,” in most
languages

26 Hunch
28 Sales __
30 Oft-grabbed ride
31 Be in hock to
32 Admission price
33 Not up to snuff

35 Part-goat deity
36 __ de Triomphe
37 Extreme degree
41 Some odometers

show them
42 Clay, since 1964
45 Songwriter Amos
47 Matter in court
48 Displays, as a flag
50 Montenegro

neighbor
51 __ Club:

conservation
group

53 Completes a shoot
54 1946 Literature

Nobelist
Hermann

55 Cybersales
56 Invite to enter
58 Took the hit,

financially
59 Time off
60 Venomous snake
63 Double-reed

instrument
66 Musical talent
67 “It’s __-brainer!”

By Peter A. Collins
(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 04/10/13

04/10/13

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
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contains every
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For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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Internet posting/ ebay/craigslist
Internet posting job for local equipment company
Work at home.
Designing, posting ebay /craigslist ads
Photo editing, manage online response
Experience required
call John (805)732-7093
Email jpbolton1942@gmail.com
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A Week in UC 
Student News

Interested in keeping up with what’s happening across the UC system? 
Look no further! Our column “UC News” will showcase the top stories of 
the week from other UC student newspapers in our weekly print edition 
and online. 

UCLA: Westboro Baptist Church Protests at UCLA  (Daily Bruin)

A group of six picketers from the Westboro Baptist Church were seen 
holding picket signs near the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs on 
Monday morning. In response, a group of roughly 20 counter-protestors 
appeared, bearing pro-LGBTQ+ signs while blasting music from a speaker; 
law enforcement, spectators and university officials gathered across the 
street. According to a member of the Westboro Baptist Church, the group 
was at UC Los Angeles to preach and warn people about the Bible.  

UCLA: New Immigration Law Center To Open at UCLA 
Following Alumni Donation (Daily Bruin)

Following a $5 million donation from a former UC Los Angeles 
School of Law alumna and her husband, the law school launched a new 
immigration center on Feb. 6 to expand its work with Southern California 
immigration law organizations and publish policy reports. The new center 
will also focus on improving the law school’s existing immigration law 
programs and host faculty-led trips to the Texas-Mexico border. 

UC San Diego: Engineering Students Receive Mass Spam 
Emails (The Guardian)

Undergraduate UC San Diego engineering students were f looded with 
emails on Jan. 30 after a stream of unwanted spam made its way into 
their accounts — the result of a f law within the university’s mass email 
feature. The emails came from various websites such as LinkedIn, Tinder 
and Christian Mingle, all of which were meant for a person under the 
pseudonym of Joseph Hawk. To prevent this from happening again, the 
UCSD Office of Engineering and Computing forwent its automatic sending 
feature in favor of manually combing through each and every mass email. 

UC Berkeley: Student Government Votes “No” on Resolution 
That Would Condemn Bears for Palestine (Daily Californian)

The ASUC University and External Affairs Committee at UC Berkeley 
voted against a bill on Feb. 10 that would condemn Bears for Palestine for 
its cubicle display in Eshleman Hall, the Daily Cal reported. Students on 
both sides of the argument were present for the meeting’s public comment, 
with the majority in support of Palestine. Many students were critical of 
the student government’s bill, some of whom labeled the vote as an act 
of “hate” and were “deeply disappointed” by its decision to even consider 
condemning Bears for Palestine.   

UC Berkeley: People’s Park Open House Interrupted by Protestors 
(Daily Californian)

The first of three open houses for a proposed housing project at People’s 
Park near UC Berkeley, was met with resistance after a group of roughly 
50 protestors rallied against its development throughout the event. The 
protestors formed a large circle, sang, played instruments and gave a series 
of speeches in opposition to the housing project — while also providing a 
list of alternative spaces for the project that they believe would better suit 
the needs of the community. If built, the People’s Park development would 
provide 1,200 beds for undergraduate students and 75 to 125 permanent 
living spaces for houseless individuals.

Nadia Lee Abushanab
Reporter

When fourth-year hydrologic 
sciences major Ivan Gonzalez first 
came to UC Santa Barbara, he 
said he was excited to have easy 
access to outdoor activities like 
surfing and hiking, but he started 
to notice that the environmental 
spaces that he loved were not 
very diverse. 

“I felt like a black sheep,” he 
said. “The surfing community can 
be very tight-knit and territorial. I 
didn’t feel seen there.”

Gonzalez said he wanted to 
find a way for all students to 
have access to the outdoors 
regardless of economic, social 
and structural barriers, so he 
created Making Adventure 
Possible for All Students, known 
around campus as MAPAS. 

MAPAS, established in 
November 2017, is a club 
dedicated to diversifying 
the outdoors and fostering 
stewardship for the environment, 
Gonzalez said. He founded the 
organization with the intention 
of creating a welcoming 
community and increasing 
opportunities for marginalized 
groups to experience outdoor 
adventures. 

Outdoor activities tend to 
be homogenous and exclude 
underrepresented groups, 
Gonzalez said. Outdoor gear is 
expensive and purchasing the 

equipment required to participate 
in adventures is not feasible for 
some students, he added. 

Gonzalez said he does 
not believe that the outdoor 
community intentionally excludes 
marginalized groups, but that 
there are structural factors that 
can limit access to these spaces, 
and it is important to recognize 
and address those factors.  

“People’s parents have to work, 
they don’t have access to the 
outdoors, maybe they live in 
cities,” Gonzalez pointed out. 
He also noted the lack of public 
transit to natural spaces, such 
as national parks, as a further 
limitation on who is able to visit 
those spaces. 

While he acknowledged groups 
who aim to make adventuring 
more affordable for students, like 
UCSB Adventure Programs and 
Excursion Club, Gonzalez said 
MAPAS was created to address a 
deeper problem.

“UCSB has really robust 
opportunities for adventure,” 
MAPAS Outdoors Chair and 
f ifth-year psychology major 
Phoebe Rogers said. “At f irst 
glance, it’s easy to see the barrier 
just being a paywall, but it’s more 
than that for us. MAPAS is trying 
to carve a space where people 
of color and people from diverse 
backgrounds feel like the space 
was made for them.” 

The idea for an all-inclusive 
outdoor community club f irst 

came to Gonzalez from a surfing 
trip. While out on the water 
one morning, Gonzalez said an 
exchange student from Mexico 
paddled up to him and they 
immediately connected with one 
another through sharing tips and 
stories about surfing. 

“He looked like me,” Gonzalez 
said. “I remember thinking, ‘Is 
this how everyone else feels? Is 
this how it always feels to have a 
community out here?’” 

To hold onto that feeling and 
to encourage more diversity in 
the surfing community, Gonzalez 
had the idea to create a Latinx 
surfing team. But after a while, 
he decided he wanted the club to 
include all outdoor activities, not 
just surfing. 

In addition to breaking the 
opportunity gap and diversifying 
the outdoors, Gonzalez said 
he wanted to bring people into 
the outdoors to foster greater 
environmental stewardship, 
further the conversation of 
environmental justice and raise 
awareness of the inequitable 
environmental burdens people 
of color and low-income 
communities experience. 

“I care about environmental 
issues. I’m in love with the 
outdoors; why wouldn’t I want 
to take care of it?” Gonzalez said. 

After recruiting others who 
were passionate about this 
issue, Gonzalez said MAPAS 
secured funding from faculty and 

community members through 
a GoFundMe and applied for 
grants through the UCSB Healthy 
Campus Network. MAPAS uses 
these funds to purchase and rent 
outdoor gear, purchase food, 
campsites and permits, he said. 

So far, MAPAS has organized 
several hikes, kayaking trips, 
climbing events and volunteer 
restoration projects as well as 
a backpacking trip to Big Sur. 
MAPAS also hosts potlucks for 
its members to foster a sense 
of community and create 
opportunities for connection, 
which Rogers said is the ultimate 
goal of the organization. 

“It’s clear to see what kind of 
community we are building, and 
how different that feels compared 
to other spaces on campus,” 
Rogers said. 

“All of our events feel really 
familial, and it’s different when 
you have an intention and a 
purpose coming together. There’s 
more of an energy to it,” she 
added.  

Going forward, Rogers 
said MAPAS has plans to 
continue with its “Demystifying 
Backpacking” workshop series 
to share information about 
backpacking. In the workshop, 
more experienced MAPAS 
members get together with first-
time backpackers to break down 
and explain everything one needs 
to know about backpacking, from 
what gear to bring to how to 
purify water to what to do about 
going to the bathroom. 

MAPAS also has plans to 
include professors in its trips to 
break down the “student-faculty 
ivory tower barrier,” Rogers said. 
By going on a hike with a professor, 
Gonzalez hopes that students can 
make connections with faculty 
outside of the classroom and 
learn about different research and 
academic opportunities. 

Gonzalez hopes MAPAS will 
be an inspiration for other UCs to 
create their own version of the club 
and eventually have a widespread 
community that encourages 
diversity in the outdoors across 
different campuses. 

“MAPAS aims to address the 
lack of diversity in outdoor spaces 
and bring more people into the 
conversation,” Gonzalez said. 

“Our intention is to be a 
launchpad,” Rogers said. “Our 
goal is for our members to 
build the skills so that they feel 
comfortable putting themselves 
into outdoor spaces and breaking 
down the barriers together so 
that those spaces don’t feel so 
intimidating and closed off.”

Adventure for All — UCSB Club 
MAPAS Provides Opportunities for All 
Students To Experience the Outdoors

Making Adventures Possible for All Students, established in 2017 by current fourth-year student Ivan 
Gonzalez, is dedicated to diversifying the outdoors and fostering stewardship for the environment.

Courtesy of Nadia Abushanab



Thursday, February 13, 2020 Daily NexusNews4

Want To Watch Porn With Your 
Professors? Take Sociology 152A

Sean Crommelin
Copy Editor

Soc 152A: Sociology of Human 
Sexuality needs no introduction.

A class which has existed in its 
current iteration for more than 
four decades, it is taught by the 
Baldwins, a pair of professors who 
are, at this point, a fixture of UC 
Santa Barbara’s campus culture. 
They are as ubiquitous as “Daddy 
Yang.”  

In short, the Baldwins are 
iconic. 

Besides being the eternal 
instructors for Soc 152A, they are 
also co-authors of its textbook, 
“Discovering Human Sexuality,” 
along with Simon LeVay, and are 
the creators of SexInfo Online, a 
sex-education website established 
in 2003.

Hailing from Ohio, Janice and 
John Baldwin originally worked 
as primatologists, studying a 
wide variety of animals including 
howler monkeys and squirrel 
monkeys and publishing scientific 
articles on their social behavior. 

While the couple performed 
f ieldwork in the rainforests 
of Central and South America 
during the 1960s, Janice found 
herself taken aback by the 
social and economic disparities 
between men and women and the 
lackadaisical approaches to family 
planning that they observed. 

“I just saw so many women that 
had no control over their bodies,” 
Janice said. 

“We were seeing these people 
who were having 10 babies per 
family, 15 babies per family, 20 
babies per family and Janice and 
I thought, ‘This is unsustainable.’ 
We came back [to the U.S.] and 
we wanted to get involved with 
Planned Parenthood,” John said. 

While working with Planned 
Parenthood in Santa Barbara, 
Janice gave lectures on birth 
control methods to young women. 
Then, while both Baldwins were 
working at UCSB, the opportunity 
arose to teach a course on human 
sexuality.

“When this course came up and 
we were told, ‘You could teach a 
course here at UCSB on human 
sexuality,’ I was like, ‘Yeah, that 
would be neat, given our prior 
interests,’ and Janice already was 
capable of teaching all the birth 
control methods. So it’s like, 
‘Alright, we’ve got one foot in the 
door. Let’s put all four of our feet 
in,’” John said. 

For two decades, the Baldwins 
spent their time f ine-tuning 
the coursework for Soc 152A. 
They drew feedback from 
students in order to figure out 
what undergraduates wanted to 
prioritize in the broad subject of 
human sexuality, whether it be 
sociology, relationships, sexually 
transmitted diseases or the 
physiology and anatomy of the 
human sexual response. 

“Initially, we had some dead 
ends as we stumbled around, 
trying to figure out what to do. 
Eventually we came up with a 
questionnaire where [in] the last 
lecture every quarter, we would 
ask, ‘What would you like us 
to expand? What would you 
like to shrink down?’ Eventually 
everything started to stabilize 
out,” John said. 

Throughout this process, Soc 
152A evolved to more heavily 
emphasize the subject of sexual 
health and the sociology of healthy 
relationships, while putting less 
time into anthropology and 
general biology. 

“[Students] aren’t that interested 

in sexual variations across different 
cultures,” Janice explained. 

“We personally thought the 
stuff was fascinating. We read 
so many studies in anthropology, 
and thought, ‘Oh my God! They 
do it so differently!’ I mean, every 
culture is f illed with amazing 
examples of how different people 
treat sex and gender across 
the planet. We just got excited 
— but the students weren’t that 
interested,” John said. 

During this time in the early ‘70s, 
Soc 152A also grew into a much 
larger class, from 100 students to 
150, before the Baldwins moved 
to Lotte Lehmann Concert 
Hall, teaching 300 students. 
Then, f inally, they 
made the leap to 
Campbell Hall — with 
its capability to shine 
enormous projections 
of the labia, the 
vas deferens, 
e j a c u l a t i o n 
and the female 
orgasm — all 
while lecturing to 
600 to 650 students 
at once.

Over the decades of teaching 
the course, some subjects would 
vary from year to year, finding 
time in the limelight before 
dropping completely off the radar. 

“There are fads, you know. 
There was a fad of changing the 
minor lips [of the labia], going 
through surgery to get them 
cosmetically changed. Now the 
big thing is they get implants 
in your butt. That’s bigger than 
breast implants,” Janice said.

From the Baldwins’ perspective, 
having two people onstage in 
Campbell Hall improves students’ 
understanding of concepts taught 
while also preventing them from 

misinterpreting what 
any one person says. After all, 
sexuality is a topic which can spur 
strong reactions and brings with it 
some baggage, Janice said.

“There are so many people in 
the room that are sensitive to 
this. And I think if John said 
some of the things he says, and I 
wasn’t there, people could take it 
incorrectly,” Janice said. 

“[Soc 152A] does cover 
some delicate topics. We think 
it’s important to have tools so 
that people don’t think that 
John’s teaching this from a male 
perspective —”

“— or wonder whether Janice is 
a radical feminist,” John added. 

“Those issues don’t 
come up much when we’re doing 
it together,” Janice said. 

Even in an era more liberal and 
open than when the class was 
initially taught, and even with 
the advent of the internet and 
online resources for sex education 
— which the Baldwins themselves 
have contributed to — there is still 
a place for Soc 152A.

“We have a lot of people 
like international students … 
people from homes in which sex 
is not talked about, from very 
conservative backgrounds,” Janice 
said, adding that “it’s amazing 
how many people still benefit by 
taking Soc 152A.”

The Baldwins also found that 
in teaching a class like Soc 152A, 
their own relationship benefits. It 
has given them the ability to put 
a name onto all of the different 
feelings and elements which make 
up a loving relationship. 

“Once you can verbalize things, 
you can plan things out a little bit 
better and make sure that you’ve 
got it really as good as you can 
make it,” John said. “In the old 
days, 50 years ago, there would 
have been Freudian speculation 
about love and relationships 
because it really wasn’t the science 
of love.”

“But now there really is a 
science of love and relationships.”

UCAL.US/REGISTER

Soc 152A evolved to more heavily emphasize the subject of 
sexual health and the sociology of healthy relationships, while 
putting less time into anthropology and general biology. 
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Megan Ramsey
Reporter

“The words ‘guilty’ echoed so 
many times in that courtroom I lost 
count.” 

That was the reality for Yusef 
Salaam, one of the Exonerated 
Five, known more commonly as 
the Central Park Five. Salaam 
spoke to 600 people at Corwin 
Pavilion on Tuesday evening about 
his experiences with the criminal 
justice system in a talk titled “‘From 
‘The Central Park Five’ to ‘The 
Exonerated Five.’”

Salaam, along with four other 

teenagers, was wrongly convicted 
at 15 years old for the rape and 
assault of 28-year-old Trisha Meili 
in April 1989. He spent six years 
and eight months in prison before 
the real perpetrator — Matias Reyes 
— confessed. In 2002, Salaam and 
the rest of the Central Park Five 
were exonerated.

Following their release from 
prison, the exonerated five received 
a settlement of $41 million from 
New York City in 2014. In 2019, the 
limited series “When They See Us” 
was released on Netflix, tracing 
the story of their convictions and 
bringing their cases back into the 

limelight.
During his talk on Tuesday, 

Salaam talked about his experience 
in prison, describing the Clinton 
Correctional Facility, which he was 
transferred to in 1995, as one of the 
hardest prisons in New York state. 
It was there where he met members 
of the Black Panther Party who told 
him that he was the 1,113th new 
prisoner in the span of two months, 
Salaam said.

Stemming from his experience 
at the facility, Salaam emphasized 
in his talk that he believed the 13th 
Amendment needs to be reformed 
in order to fix the criminal justice 

system.
“The true meaning and 

understanding of the 13th 
Amendment cannot truly be 
understood until you look at it 
in a light of the prison industrial 
complex,” Salaam said. 

“Many of us come from 
communities where we have been 
told that we are going to be dead or 
in jail before we reach the age of 21. 
And more importantly, we actually 
believe that,” he continued. 

Salaam focused on the 
disproportionate rates of 
incarceration of people of color 
during his talk, noting that the 13th 
Amendement allowed slavery to 
continue to exist. 

“They said, ‘Okay, we’re going 
to figure out how we’re going to 
keep slavery by just adding it to 
the 13th Amendment and we’re 
going to make sure that they don’t 
even realize that slavery is alive and 
well until they get caught by the 
system,’” Salaam said.

Salaam said that society needs 
more people fighting on the 
inside and outside of the criminal 
justice system in order to eliminate 
systemic injustice towards people of 
color. He added that as long as the 
13th Amendment states that slavery 
is acceptable as a punishment for 
crime, people of color will remain 
marginalized and subjected to 
injustice under Constitutional 
oppression. 

“People who are exonerated 
receive no services as return 
citizens. As a matter of fact, when 
I left prison, the officer literally said 

to me, ‘I’ll see you later,’” Salaam 
said.

“When you go to jail, you have 
two options. You can either do 
time or let time do you. And if you 
let time do you, you become an 
accident in time.”

Salaam recounted the Exonerated 
Five’s time in the courtroom, 
particularly when they were 
convicted and given no time to say 
goodbye to their families. 

“Every single day I would go to 
court and I would face a mob of 
angry eyes, peeling my life apart, 
describing me in ways that I had 
not known, and had not accepted. 
To me, the American Dream was 
still alive. There was still something 
to attain. I had not yet truly 
understood this nightmare that I 
had woken to,” Salaam said.

Six months into his sentence, 
Salaam said an officer asked him a 
question that changed the trajectory 
of his life.

“The most powerful question 
that was asked of me — ‘Who are 
you?’ — I began to unravel the riddle 
of me,” Salaam said. 

“Society tends to tell young people 
in particular, you’re worth nothing. 
And if young people believe that, 
they begin to move about their life 
as if they were a mistake. But you’re 
worth everything and you matter,” 
he added. 

Salaam said that he used the 
perseverance and strength that 
his mother gave him to stand up 
for himself when he was on trial. 
He recalled speaking the words 
of Malcolm X, followed by a rap 

poem he wrote, which resulted in 
a furious judge and a news article 
titled “Salaam Baloney.”

“Dr. Maya Angelou provided us 
some advice before she left this 
world. She said you should be 
angry, but you must not be bitter. 
She said bitterness is like a cancer. 
It eats upon the host,” Salaam said.

“She says so use that anger. You 
dance it. You march it. You vote it. 
You vote it. You vote it. You write it. 
She says you do everything about it. 
And then she says you talk it. Never 
stop talking about it,” he continued. 

In 1989, now-President Donald 
Trump put out ads in several daily 
newspapers with the headline 
“Bring Back the Death Penalty. 
Bring Back Our Police!” in reference 
to the alleged crimes of the five 
teenage boys, Salaam told the 
audience. 

After his exoneration, Salaam 
recalled trying on suits for a job 
interview and unknowingly wore 
a Trump suit — which he quickly 
threw off once discovering its 
maker. 

“You have to surgically remove 
whatever it is that’s holding you 
down because imagine me one day 
waking up, turning on the news and 
the man who took out a full page 
ad calling for the state to kill us is 
the president of the United States. If 
I keep thinking about him, and the 
apology that I want, I’ll be living a 
miserable life,” Salaam said. 

“[Forgiveness] allows you to 
move forward and release all the 
negativity and pain that’s holding 
you back.”
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Christina Muoio
Staff Writer 

Beginning next school year, 
Tropicana Del Norte — an Isla 
Vista housing complex owned 
by UC Santa Barbara — will 
exclusively house Santa Barbara 
City College students, breaking 
an over a decade-long tradition 
of housing students from both 
schools in the same buildings. 

Tropicana Gardens, the 
counterpart to Tropicana Del 
Norte, will now solely house UC 
Santa Barbara students. 

The shift in housing is motivated 
by the different schedules of the 
two schools, said Dave Wilcox, 
executive director of Tropicana 
Student Living, which manages 
the two properties. Santa Barbara 
City College (SBCC) runs on 
a semester system, starting in 
August and ending in May, while 
UCSB works on a quarter system, 
starting in late September and 
ending in June. 

“After evaluating our numbers 
over the past couple of years, 
[Tropicana Student Living] 
decided that it was best for 
all parties to make a change 
to better support both sets of 

students,” Wilcox said. 
“Now, with all the students [in 

one dorm] attending the same 
school, everyone can start and 
end at the same time,” he added.  

Wilcox emphasized that there 
will be no change in the number 
of SBCC students and UCSB 
students living in Tropicana 
Student Living overall. 

“We aren’t adding anything or 
taking anything away,” Wilcox 
said. “Overall, we expect our 
SBCC student numbers and 

UCSB student numbers to stay 
roughly the same, with 300 
SBCC and 600 UCSB students.”  

SBCC students have been 
housed in Tropicana for over 
20 years, Wilcox explained. The 
city college doesn’t have any 
residence halls near its campus, 
which is located in downtown 
Santa Barbara, so Tropicana 
has housed SBCC students who 
want a residence hall experience, 
Wilcox said. To get to school, 
SBCC students can take the 

Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District line 15X from 
Tropicana Del Norte, he added.

Regardless of the housing 
change, Wilcox said that 
incoming UCSB and SBCC 
students will receive the exact 
same residence hall experience 
as students have had in the past.

“Now we can provide more 
direct services that are 100% 
geared towards their specif ic 
school,” Wilcox said. 

Tropicana Student Living 
talked with both SBCC and 
UCSB administration to inform 
them of the decision and to see 
if there could be any negative 
impacts, but “everyone we spoke 
with all saw the benef its of 
making this shift,” Wilcox said. 

Tropicana Del Norte is 
currently being advertised 
to SBCC students on the 
university’s website under the 
housing section, according to 
Wilcox. As opposed to living in a 
house or apartment in Isla Vista, 
downtown Santa Barbara or 
the general Santa Barbara area, 
Wilcox said, “if SBCC students 
want to have a residence hall 
experience, Tropicana is the only 
option available to them.” 

Tropicana Del Norte To Exclusively 
House SBCC Students in 2020-21

From “The Central Park Five” to “The Exonerated Five”: 
Yusef Salaam Speaks at UC Santa Barbara About 

Criminal Justice System, Being Exonerated

SBCC doesn’t have any residence halls near its campus, so Tropicana 
has housed SBCC students who want a residence hall experience.
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 In 2019, the limited series “When They See Us” was released on Netflix, tracing the story of their convictions 
and bringing their cases back into the limelight.
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HOPR Bike Share, a bicycle 
rental service that has operated 
on the UC Santa Barbara campus 
and in Isla Vista since September 
2018, has ended its contract with 
the university and plans to leave 
during spring break of this year.

The bike share service arrived 
in the area a little over a year 
ago in early September, after 
partnering with UCSB for a 
three-year contract. However, the 
contract allowed HOPR to cancel 
at any time, as long as it gives 
the university 60-day notice, 
according to Chelsea Davidoff, a 
HOPR representative. 

“The main challenge was 
economic, ridership revenue is 
not enough to pay the bills. This 
is true for most transit modes,” 
Davidoff said. 

Although HOPR’s ridership 
was not considered a problem, 
revenue from riders was not 
suff icient enough to cover 
operating costs, according 
to James Wagner, program 
manager for the Transportation 
Alternatives Program (T.A.P.) at 
UCSB. 

Most bicycle-share programs 
on college campuses need 

subsidies to survive and keep their 
rates affordable to customers, due 
to the expensive cost of buying 
and maintaining shared bicycles, 
Wagner said.

“The HOPR contract 
contemplated securing a sponsor 
but since they didn’t get one, the 
program was not economically 
feasible. As such they requested 
to cancel the contract,” Wagner 
said.

UCSB T.A.P. plans to replace 
HOPR’s service with another 
bicycle rental company, BCycle, 
in the future, Wagner said. 

Transportation & Parking 
Services currently does not have 
room in its budget to front the 
cost for a bicycle-share program, 
Wagner said. HOPR did not 
initially ask for a subsidy because 
it expected to secure a sponsor, 
which is why it was contracted, 
Davidoff added.

“HOPR provided an option 
to the University to sponsor or 
subsidize the program as part of 
the transportation budget, but 
this budget was not available,” 
Wagner said. 

“We may open another request 
for proposals (RFP) to see if other 
bicycle share vendors are willing 
to provide bicycle share at no 
cost to the university besides user 

fees,” he added.
UCSB was recently recognized 

as a Platinum-level Bicycle 
Friendly University by the League 
of American Bicyclists. Part of 
this recognition is due to the 
large number of bicycles available 
to share on campus through 
HOPR, according to Wagner. 

HOPR remains in other cities 
and universities throughout the 
country where it has found more 
economic success, such as UC 
Los Angeles, the University of 

South Florida and the cities 
of Santa Monica, Atlanta and 
Orlando, according to Davidoff. 

Davidoff said that despite the 
early contract termination, HOPR 
leaves UCSB thankful for the 
opportunity from the university 
and support from students.

“I hope they f ind a budget for 
bike share, students love it, it 
is affordable, healthy, fun and 
environmentally friendly. If there 
is a will, there’s always a way,” 
Davidoff said.

Hopping Off: HOPR Bike Program 
Decides To Leave Campus

Interactive Campus 
Map Will Relaunch 

After Geography 
Department 

Receives Additional 
Funding

Madeline Myers
Reporter

The UC Santa Barbara 
Department of Geography’s 
Interactive Campus Map, 
which shut down due to a 
lack of university resources and 
staff, will relaunch once the 
department receives additional 
funding. 

When news of the map’s 
termination in early January 
circulated among the student 
body on social media, students 
expressed frustration at the 
termination of the long-standing 
tool. But the data it used to 
function has since become 
outdated, explained Matthew 
Hall, associate vice chancellor 
for information technology 
and chief information off icer 
at UCSB. 

He added that most of the 
map’s original operators have 
also since left the university. 

“Due to the age of the 
infrastructure and some 
complex conf iguration issues, 
staff members with skills sets 
that we previously had, who 
understood the nuances of the 
conf iguration, are no longer 
here at UCSB,” Hall said. 

“It’s grown to a point where 
we need to staff and license it 
appropriately.” 

The map began as a joint 
academic project between 
the geography department 
and other data providers on 
campus to locate lecture halls, 
classrooms, food establishments 
and hydration stations as well 
as parking structures and 
meters, according to Hall. 

While the map was opened 
to the UCSB community in 

February 2013, early stages 
of its development began in 
2008 under the leadership of 
Dylan Parenti, the information 
technology manager of the 
geography department at the 
time. According to a Nexus 
article published in 2013, the 
map relies on multiple layers 
of software which combine to 
make the map a multifaceted 
geographical tool.    

Addit ional ly, the map 
featured interactive tools, 
including self-guided tours 
through natural spaces like the 
Campus Lagoon and lists of 
the energy consumptions of 
various buildings. 

Andrea Estrada, university 
spokesperson, sa id that 
discussions are now ongoing 
about “the best way to create 
and maintain tools and 
resources for navigating the 
university and real time and 
helping to ensure the best 
campus experience for students, 
faculty, staff and visitors.” 

While Hall and his team 
await the approval and funding 
they need to relaunch the map, 
they are working to improve 
certain elements of it, such as 
its access to the Environmental 
Systems Research Institute and 
Aeronautical Reconnaissance 
Cover a ge  Geog r aph ic 
I n fo r m a t ion  Sy s t e m , 
information databases that 
provide geographic data, Hall 
said. 

And while the geography 
department’s site does not 
specify a relaunch date, Hall 
remains hopeful. 

Once the funding comes 
through, “we’ll be right back at 
it,” he said. 

$2.7 Million New Router Installation 
To Improve Data Capacity and 

Internet Speed Under Way at UCSB
Jackson Guilfoil
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara is currently 
in the process of installing 10 new 
routers on campus in an effort to 
increase the campus data capacity 
tenfold and to improve the speed 
of on-campus internet. 

The $2.7 million upgrade 
from 10 to 100 gigabit links is 
set to be completed in April, 
but buildings such as the 
University Library could see 
immediate improvements in data 
transmission speed, according to 
Kevin Schmidt, UCSB’s director of 
Enterprise Technology Services, 
who is in charge of the router 
replacement project. 

However, Schmidt said that 
there will not be a very noticeable 
immediate impact on internet 
speeds in most other parts of 
campus. 

Although the previous router 
installation was in 2010, the rapid 
progression of technology in the 
past decade has increased demand 
for larger data usage, according to 
Schmidt. 

“The center part of our network 
… is operating at speeds that 
were f ine for its day, but the 
aggregate demand that we have 

is large enough that in order to 
support the future of this campus’ 
teaching research and community 
service mission, we must upgrade 
this,” Schmidt said.

The new routers should meet 
demand for data transmission on 
campus for the next five to seven 
years, according to Schmidt, at 
which point they will have to be 
upgraded again.

The $2.7 million used for the 
project includes the cost of the 
routers, labor for installation and 
maintenance for over the next 
seven years. 

The UCSB data network 
will be down during the router 
installation from 3 a.m. to 6 a.m. 
on the following Wednesdays: 
Feb. 26, March 4, April 1, 8, 15, 
22 and 29. 

By increasing the capacity of 
the data network, Schmidt said 
the data transmission speed at 
individual buildings can then be 
improved. 

If data speeds in specif ic 
buildings were increased without 
building more data capacity, it 
would be like making “really big 
roads that lead right into a two-
lane highway,” Schmidt said. 

“What we want to do first is 
make the highway bigger, and 

then we’ll make the streets out 
to the residential neighborhoods 
larger,” Schmidt added, referring 
to various other buildings on 
campus as the “residential 
neighborhoods.”

While the time span for 
replacing the new routers is 
listed as three hours, the actual 
installations could be as short 
at 15 minutes, decreasing the 
amount of time the network is 
down, according to Schmidt.

An upgraded network could also 
facilitate easier use of multimedia 
teaching materials, such as video, 
according to Rich Wolski, a 
professor in the computer science 
department at UCSB. Video 
uses such a large amount of data 
relative to other internet uses that 
the campus will “overwhelmingly” 
notice the upgrade in the form of 
faster video loading speeds, he 
added.

“If you were to go to another 
research school, you would 
expect 10 gigabit networking to 
be present, you might not expect 
100 [gigabits],” Wolski said. 

Beyond internet usage, data 
transmissions on campus can 
typically be from researchers 
downloading information from 
NASA satellites, according to 

Schmidt. Information downloaded 
can include weather patterns and 
ocean temperatures over periods 
of time.  

The next step in the project is 
to evaluate the data connections 
between the central network and 
the service in individual buildings, 
according to Schmidt. 

“We fixed the highway that 
brings us into the city, and then 
we need to look at those roads 
that lead off the highway into the 
neighborhoods,” he said.

Although HOPR’s ridership was not considered a problem, revenue 
from riders was not sufficient enough to cover operating costs.
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The actions at UCSB are also part 
of a greater UC-wide cost-of-living 
adjustment movement, as UCSC 

graduate students began a wildcat 
strike Monday morning, indefinitely 

stopping office hours, teaching 
classes and grading until the 

university agrees to their demands.

Continued from p.1
COLA Across UCs

Continued from p.1
UCSB COLA

and another than would provide a 
$2,500 a year housing supplement or 
fellowship for those in need. 

But Komori called the offers “insuf-
ficient,” and said that showed, to her, 
that the university “doesn’t take our 
demands seriously at all.” 

She added that the last she heard, 
administration would be starting “dis-
ciplinary action against the strike.” 
Several graduate students posted to 
social media about receiving disci-
plinary hearing summons and formal 
warning letters. 

As of Monday, upwards of 1,500 
UCSC undergraduate students have 
also signed a petition in support of 
their graduate students, Komori said. 

Komori said the university is now 
refusing to meet with the striking 
graduate students now that they are 
“carrying out an unsanctioned strike.” 

The movement has been updating 
through the Twitter account @payus-
moreucsc and on the website payus-
moreucsc.com. In an email statement, 
UC Office of the President Associate 
Director for Media Relations Andrew 
Gordon said the strike at UCSC is 
“illegal” and that it “does not further 
the discussion on how to increase 
housing affordability for student 
employees.” 

UC San Diego: 
UC San Diego’s COLA movement 

began last year, when the university’s 
Housing, Dining and Hospitality Unit 
— the equivalent of UCSB’s Housing, 
Dining & Auxiliary Enterprises — 
planned to increase graduate stu-
dents’ rents for on-campus apart-
ments, according to Celine Khoury, 
a doctoral student in literature and 
recording secretary within the San 

Diego chapter of United Automobile 
Workers (UAW) Local 2865, the 
UC-wide union representing gradu-
ate students. 

Graduate students held a housing 
march to protest the plan, but the unit 
raised the price of rent regardless. 

It was out of this momentum that 
the UCSD COLA movement formed, 
Khoury said. 

“Our [graduate students] make up 
15% of our workforce,” Khoury said. 
“UCSD has the largest number of 
academic employees out of all of the 
UCs.” 

According to a UCSD COLA 
fact sheet posted to the movement’s 
Twitter account, graduate teaching 
assistants made $2,434 a month, and 
a majority of them paid over 42% of 
their monthly wages in rent. 

Khoury described the UCSD 
COLA moment as very “grassroots” 
and “collaborative,” explaining that 
there are a number of members of 
the UCSD COLA movement that 
are also involved with the UCSD 
Graduate Student Association (GSA) 
and the campus union, UAW 2865. 

Earlier this week, the UCSD GSA 
unanimously passed a resolution that 
supported both the striking UCSC 
workers as well as any future action 
taken by graduate students at UC San 
Diego, she said. 

On Monday, approximately 80 
members of the UCSD COLA move-
ment, alongside a few campus groups 
and undergraduates, held a “peaceful 
march” across campus. 

The group made its way to UCSD 
Chancellor Pradeep Khosla’s office, 
where they planned on delivering 
their demands, which include provid-

ing all student workers with housing 
stipends that translate to between 
$1,400 and $3,100 a month; lower-
ing rent on all existing on-campus 
housing; and building affordable on-
campus housing for the future. 

But Khosla didn’t open the door, 
Khoury said. 

Instead, organizers “chanted the 
letter” and, before they left, “taped all 
of our signs to the chancellor’s door 
and the [outside] walls of his office.” 
Now, they are waiting for the chan-
cellor to respond to their demands. 
The UCSD COLA movement also 
held a public forum Wednesday 
night, open to all students and faculty, 
to provide updates on the UC-wide 
COLA rallies. 

The movement has been posting 
online under the Twitter account @
ColaUcsd. 

UC Davis: 
Emily Rich, a doctoral student 

in English at UC Davis, said the 
UCD COLA movement began in 
December, in solidarity with the 
UCSC COLA movement. Several 
other UC COLA movements also 
held rallies in solidarity with UCSC 
on the same day. 

“Our initial purpose was to just 
try and support them, but we pretty 
quickly, like a lot of other campuses, 
were realizing that we have a lot of 
similar problems that Santa Cruz is 
having … so we used that first event 
as a jumping off point.” 

Rich said the movement is cur-
rently composed of a smaller group 
of graduate students rather than an 
entire organization. They plan to 
attend their UCD GSA meeting and 

talk to the local union members about 
how to broaden the movement, Rich 
said, and they’re also starting to reach 
out to undergraduates as well. 

Moving forward, Rich is hoping 
they can draft a list of demands that 
also would help with equity between 
departments or guaranteed summer 
funding. 

A few members of the UCD COLA 
movement also travelled to UC 
Santa Cruz to support the strikers; 
according to the @ucd4cola Twitter 
account, one of the UCD COLA 
organizers was among those arrested 
during the Wednesday UCSC COLA 
strike. 

The movement has been posting 
online under the Twitter account @
ucd4cola. 

UC Berkeley: 
Tara Phillips, UAW 2865 and UC 

Berkeley COLA organizer, said the 
COLA movement at UC Berkeley is 
“still in its infancy,” noting that it was 
difficult to get a COLA movement 
off the ground because the campus 
union wasn’t supportive of the move-
ment “until recently.” 

The movement’s first action was 
in December, she said, when around 
70 people held a solidarity rally for 
UCSC strikers. 

“[We] talked about how difficult it 
is to get by here, how precarious the 
lives of grad students are because pay 
is so low and rent is so high,” Phillips 
said. “Folks were talking about land-
lord abuse and the inability to pay for 
medical treatment, loans that folks 
need to take out just to supplement 
their income… [but] also how much 
we love teaching, and that we wish 

the university valued it more.” 
Phillips said that while most gradu-

ate students pay 50% or more of their 
wages on rent, that payment only 
lasts for 10 months of the year — nine 
months for the UC campuses on the 
quarter system — and most students 
“have to scramble over the summer 
to get rent money together, because 
teaching is not guaranteed in the 
summer.” 

“We’re living very stressful, finan-
cially precarious lives for a long time,” 
she said, adding that she believes the 
university has done a “very poor job” 
in terms of equity across the various 
UC Berkeley departments. 

UC Berkeley’s Graduate Assembly 
– the equivalent of UCSB’s GSA – 
and UAW 2863 passed a resolution in 
support of the UCSC strike last week, 
she added.

Moving forward, Phillips said the 
movement is “just starting to map 
out what the future looks like for us, 
and how to keep building that move-
ment.” 

“We’re sort of in this educational 
phase … but ideally we’d like to be 
able to turn out a lot of graduate 
students to a general assembly, and 
discuss collectively what we want, 
what our demands look like, and how 
to pressure the administration to give 
us a COLA.” 

She added that UAW 2865 came 
up with a projected COLA for UC 
Berkeley to bring students out of rent 
burden — $2,103, the highest number 
so far across the UCs. 

The movement has been posting 
on the Facebook page “Cal COLA: 
Pay Us More UCB.” 

UC Los Angeles: 
UCLA GSA President Zak Fisher, 

who attends UCLA School of Law, 
explained that after UCSC students 
went on strike, the conversation of a 
UCLA COLA became a “hot topic 
of conversation.” He noted, however, 
that there is “no official club” for a 
UCLA COLA.

“I’ve seen this campus today engag-
ing this important question of, ‘How 
do we fight for a cost-of-living adjust-
ment or for cost-of-living issues more 
generally?’ I haven’t met a graduate 
student yet who said, ‘No way, we get 
paid enough, what are you doing?’”

Fisher said that he ran for GSA 
president on a platform of creating a 
cost-of-living adjustment for graduate 
students, among other issues. 

Currently, graduate students are 
spreading a survey around in hopes 
of getting a better idea of how rent-
burdened students are, he said.

As GSA president, Fisher said he 
has spoken to administrators about 
the issues that he ran on, but “they’ll 
give you lip service all day, saying 
‘Hey, these are important issues,’ but 
then you’ll meet with them three 
months later and say, ‘Oh, what have 
you done? Absolutely nothing.’” 

He added that he’s seen support 
from UCLA undergraduate students 
as well, noting that the undergradu-
ate student government and the GSA 
unanimously passed a resolution in 
support for UCSC strikers, demand-
ing that there be no retaliation. 

“Everyone is starting to realize, this 
is our collective fight and our collec-
tive struggle.” 

The movement has been posting 
under the Twitter handle @ucla4cola. 

After Emily read the demands 
aloud and several graduate students 
spoke regarding the need for 
COLA, the group marched from the 
University Library to the fifth floor 
of Cheadle Hall, where the students 
presented the list of demands to 
Executive Vice Chancellor David 
Marshall. 

Beyond asking for a COLA, the 
students’ demands included several 
stipulations: that the COLA amount 
will be recalculated annually to 
account for increases in housing 
costs, that a COLA will not come 
from an increase in graduate or 
undergraduate tuition, that the 
university will not retaliate in any 
form against those supporting or 
participating in the demand for a 
COLA and that the university will 
accommodate the higher financial 

needs of graduate students with 
children or dependent adults.  

The demand letter also 
emphasized the necessity of a COLA 
and explained that the amount comes 
from calculating average graduate 
student income and housing costs 
in the local area, to determine what 
amount is necessary per month to 
keep graduate students from rent 
burden.

The letter explained that the 
baseline for a rent burden is 31%, 
meaning that 31% or more of an 
individual’s income goes towards 
housing. However, the average 
rent burden for graduate students 
at UCSB is 51%, according to 
calculations by UAW 2865.  

The stipend necessary to alleviate 
rent burden at UCSB is the fourth-
highest stipend estimate in the UC 

system, behind Berkeley, Santa Cruz 
and Los Angeles, according to the 
UAW report. 

Graduate students earn their 
income from a variety of different 
funding sources, such as fellowships, 
grants, teaching assistant positions 
and research. Because sources of 
income vary from student to student 
and may change on a quarterly basis, 
UCSB graduate students emphasized 
in the demands letter that they are 
asking for a COLA that is dispersed 
each month throughout the year. 

All UCSB graduate students, 
“regardless of their graduate 

program, department, year in 
program, residence, visa category, 
documentation, funding source, and 
employment status,” will receive the 
same COLA amount, according to 
demands.  

In an email statement, UC Office 
of the President Associate Director 
for Media Relations Andrew Gordon 
stated that the strike at UCSC is 
“illegal,” adding that it “does not 
further the discussion on how to 
increase housing affordability for 
student employees.” 

Gordon said the university reached 
a four-year contract with UAW in 

August 2018 and that the contract is 
in place through June 2020. He said 
that “while the University does not 
plan to reopen the signed and ratified 
contract with UAW, we did recently 
hold a meeting to discuss legitimate 
student concerns regarding housing.” 

“UC appreciates the information 
provided by the UAW and the 
ongoing dialogue regarding 
affordable housing.”

In a statement from Graduate 
Division Dean Carol Genetti, 
courtesy of UCSB spokesperson 
Andrea Estrada, UCSB has 
worked with the Graduate Student 

Association to bring “a number of 
changes” to alleviate financial stress 
on students, and she “look[s] forward 
to conversations as we work together 
to find solutions.”

Now that the demands have been 
released to the university, UCSB 
graduate students will move forward 
with increasing awareness around 
the push for a COLA and negotiating 
with the university, with no plans in 
the works for a strike, according 
to multiple graduate students at 
previous COLA meetings.

Max Abrams contributed 
reporting.

Approximately 150 UC Santa Barbara graduate 
students marched to Cheadle Hall Monday 
afternoon, demanding that the university 

provide a cost-of-living adjustment. 

Graduate students have been organizing the demands since Jan. 21, when students held a “sick-out” in support of UC Santa Cruz.  
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SPORTS
The small-ball experiment 

seems to be working well for 
the Rockets — now Robert 

Covington can stand around and 
watch James Harden dribble for 

20 seconds.

Armchair QB
The baseball team kicks off its season this 
weekend with a three-game series against 
Sacramento State, with first pitch set for 

Friday at 5 p.m.

UCSB Baseball

Red-Hot Gauchos Look To Extend Win Streak Against Aggies
Spencer Ault
Staff Writer

 After two huge victories last week, the UC Santa Barbara men’s 
basketball team is riding high. 
 That could be an issue against UC Davis, whose record and small size 
make them easy to overlook.
 While there’s no easy way to avoid overconfidence, the Gauchos 
have just the right tool to take advantage of the Aggies’ short stature: 
sophomore big-man Amadou Sow.
 Sow, who earned Big West Player of the Week honors for his team-
leading performances in UCSB’s wins over Hawai’i and UC Irvine last 
week, is on a roll and ready to overwhelm UC Davis. The Aggies are 
10-15 overall this season and 4-5 in the Big West and have exactly one 
player over 6’3” who plays more than 20 minutes per game.
 UC Irvine recently pulled off a season sweep of UC Davis and 
provided UCSB with a blueprint on how to do so. The Anteaters’ size 
was too much for the Aggies, whom they outscored 74-30 in the paint 
and outrebounded by a combined total of 25 rebounds.
 Sow will get his chance to do similar damage on Thursday night 
in Davis. The sophomore is coming off of a dominant week that saw 
him set a career high for points with 30 in the Hawai’i game and then 
followed that up with a 21-point, 10-rebound performance against UC 
Irvine.
 “Amadou has done a great job,” UCSB Head Coach Joe Pasternack 

said. “He’s had some poor basketball games, and he’s done an amazing 
job of recovering, and I’m really happy for him.”
 UC Davis’ lack of size presents opportunities not just for the Gaucho 
big men, but for the guards as well. Senior Max Heidegger and junior 
JaQuori McLaughlin both excel at getting inside and finishing at the rim, 
and they should have plenty of opportunities to do so against an Aggie 
team that blocks a Big West-worst 1.8 shots a game.
 While they don’t block very many shots, UCD does boast some of 
the quickest hands on the West Coast. The Aggies average 6.1 steals per 
game this season and have forced a conference-best 14.2 turnovers per 
game in conference play.
 “UC Davis is number one in the conference at forcing turnovers,” 
Pasternack said. “That’s their best thing they do. They really do a great 
job of defending the three and forcing turnovers.”
 On the other end of the court, UC Davis tends to live and die by the 
3-pointer. 
 The Aggies are shooting a stunning 40.1% from 3-point land in 
conference play, and they lead the Big West with 79 made 3-pointers 
against conference opponents.
 “Matchups are very hard [against UC Davis],” Pasternack said. 
“They’re very small, and they can really shoot the ball. We’re going to 
be challenged to defend the three.”
 Senior guard Stefan Gonzalez isn’t just UCD’s top sniper; he’s one of 
the best shooters in the country. Gonzalez is third in the NCAA with 
a .479 3-point field goal percentage and makes about three 3-pointers a 
game.

 When Gonzalez is clicking, and he has been in pretty much every 
game this season, there’s not much the opposing team can do but 
relentlessly deny him the ball.
 Gonzalez’s fellow senior guard Joe Mooney is UC Davis’ leading 
scorer with 13.2 points per game, although he’s scored in the single 
digits in five of his last six games. Freshman point guard Ezra Manjon 
has stepped up instead with 15.4 points per game in Big West play while 
averaging 4.2 assists per game over that same time span.
 The Aggies have won two of their last three games, with the most 
recent win an 87-81 victory over Cal State Fullerton that saw sophomore 
forward Caleb Fuller explode for a career-high 23 points. UCD’s 4-5 
conference record is somewhat middling but is just a game back of 
UCSB for third place in the Big West.
 For the Gauchos, the task on Thursday evening will be to keep the 
Aggies from doing too much damage from behind the 3-point line and 
to stay steady after three wins in a row. The winning streak and the 
feeling of beating two of the Big West’s best in Hawai’i and UC Irvine is 
undoubtedly intoxicating, but UC Davis won’t be forgiving if UCSB gets 
too cocky.
 “Every single game has a different life of its own,” Pasternack said. 
“We just have to keep playing team basketball and sharing the basketball 
and getting assists and defending.”
 The Gauchos are far from a Goliath, even with three wins in a row, 
but they’d still do well to follow that prescription when they take on the 
David-sized UC Davis team.
 UCSB plays UC Davis in Davis on Thursday at 7 p.m.

AMADOU SOW
Averaged 25.5 points & 8 rebounds in 
wins over Hawai’i and Irvine

Shot 92.2% against Hawai’i in a 30-point 
effort

Won Big West Player of the Week 
Award

First Gaucho sophomore to score 30 
points since November 2017

PLAYER
SPOTLIGHT

HANNAH APPEL / DAILY NEXUS 

LEONARD PAULASA / DAILY NEXUS 



Thursday, February 13, 2020Daily Nexus 9Sports

Gauchos Travel South for Crucial Conference Games
Brandon Victor
Sports Editor

For the UC Santa Barbara women’s basketball team, every 
conference game is of the utmost importance.

This week, however, that statement is especially pertinent, 
as the sixth-place Gauchos travel down to Southern California 
to take on third-place Long Beach State (LBSU) and fifth-
place Cal State Northridge (CSUN) in two crucial conference 
matchups.

More than halfway through conference play, UCSB (9-13, 
4-5) has already surpassed public expectations this season; 
in the preseason media poll, the ‘Chos were selected to 
finish last in the conference. Nine games through conference 
play last season, Santa Barbara was 2-7, fighting tooth and 
nail to finish eighth in the conference and secure the last 
tournament bid.

Still, Head Coach Bonnie Henrickson and the team will 
not merely settle for improvement. On Saturday, UCSB 
showed that it still needs to find more consistency if it hopes 
to compete with the elite teams in the Big West. After a 
20-point first quarter against second-place Hawai’i, the ‘Chos 
offense came to a complete halt, with the team only scoring 
31 points the rest of the game.

With two difficult road matchups on tap this week, UCSB 
will need to be locked in for 80 minutes straight if the team 
hopes to maneuver its way up to third place in the conference.

On Thursday, Santa Barbara will take on Long Beach State 
(10-12, 5-4), a team that has struggled as of late after storming 
out of the gate to begin conference play. The 49ers have lost 
their last two conference games by an average of 22 points, 
with the team only averaging 42.5 points per game in those 
road losses.

In their last game — a 61-41 blowout loss to Cal Poly — 
the 49ers were in large part let down by their free-throw 
shooting, with the team shooting 4-13 from the line on the 
night. In addition, Shanaijah Davison — a junior guard who 
leads the team with 13.4 points per game — was held scoreless 
during that game, going 0-9 from the f loor on the night.

If UCSB are to knock off LBSU, the Gauchos will need yet 

another big game from freshman center Ila Lane. One area 
Long Beach struggles with is on the boards, with the team 
usually getting outrebounded by more than 9 rebounds per 
game. Last week, Lane alone averaged 17.5 rebounds per 
game; with no 49er player averaging more than 5.7 rebounds 
per game, Lane should once again feast on Thursday.

However, in front of their home crowd, the 49ers will 
undoubtedly put up a strong fight. LBSU is a far better home 
team than road team, with a solid 6-3 record at home this 
season versus 2-9 on the road.

In addition, Long Beach makes up for its lack of size by 
creating extra possessions on the defensive end. LBSU forces 
almost 21 turnovers a game — a staggering number— while 
only turning the ball over about 14 times per game. UCSB’s 
guards — namely senior Coco Miller and junior Danae Miller 
— will need to take care of the ball if the Gauchos hope to 
steal a road victory.

“They have tremendous athletes on the ball and in the 
passing lanes,” Henrickson said. “We need to make sure we 
stay aggressive while also staying disciplined on offense.”

On Saturday, things won’t get any easier for the ‘Chos 
when they travel to Northridge for a matchup against fifth-
place CSUN (9-13, 4-4). The Matadors have also struggled as 
of late, dropping their last three games. Still, Northridge has 
proven in the past that they can hang with any team in the 
conference — punctuated by their 58-54 victory over Hawai’i 
earlier this season.

Much of UCSB’s success on Saturday will come down 
to its ability to limit De’Jionae Calloway. A redshirt senior, 
Calloway has dominated the interior all season, averaging 
14.1 points per game and 8.1 rebounds per game despite 
standing at only 6 feet. 

One of the keys for UCSB in that game will be Lane 
staying out of foul trouble while guarding Calloway in the 
paint. With Northridge lacking in size as a team, Lane should 
have another dominant performance if she can stay on the 
f loor.

UCSB will take on LBSU on Thursday at 7 p.m. at the 
Pyramid before traveling down to Northridge and taking on 
CSUN at 7 p.m. on Saturday.

Brandon Victor
Sports Editor

After two months, it’s f inally here: the UEFA Champions 
League knockout phase. With four games scheduled for this week 
— two on Tuesday and two on Wednesday — soccer fans have 
plenty to look forward to this upcoming week. For those fans who 
haven’t had a chance to stay up-to-date on the teams left in the 
competition, here’s a brief overview of the games this week.

Atlético Madrid vs. Liverpool
On paper, Liverpool seems to be the clear favorite in this tie, 

with the English powerhouse yet to lose a single game in the 
Premier League this season. Behind the best front three in the 
game — Sadio Mané, Mohamed Salah and Roberto Firmino — 
Liverpool has taken a resounding 73 points from their f irst 25 
domestic f ixtures this season.

Still, don’t count out Atlético, especially in Madrid. Liverpool 
has been far more pedestrian in the Champions League than in 
the Premier League this season, even losing earlier this year to 
S.S.C. Napoli in the group stage. Atlético has struggled to score 
all season and may be without stud João Félix, but with Diego 
Simeone at the helm — as well as one of the best defenses in 
Europe — look for them to make life diff icult for Liverpool on 
Tuesday.

Borussia Dortmund vs. Paris Saint-Germain F.C.
Two months ago, Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) F.C. would have 

been heavily favored in this matchup. Now, this meeting seems 

poised to be one of the most exciting games of the week. Between 
the signing of teenage phenom Erling Braut Haaland and Jadon 
Sancho’s newfound form, Dortmund has bagged 18 total goals in 
their last four Bundesliga league games.

The far bigger question mark in this matchup will be if 
Dortmund’s defense can keep PSG’s attack at bay. While Neymar 
da Silva Santos Júnior seems unlikely to play this week, Dortmund 
must still deal with Kylian Mbappé — who has bagged 15 goals in 
18 games this season. Expect a theatrical, high-scoring affair in 
Germany on Tuesday.

Tottenham Hotspur F.C. vs. RB Leipzig 
In an intriguing game, streaky Tottenham hosts RB Leipzig — a 

team that has shocked many in its ability to keep pace with FC 
Bayern Munich in the Bundesliga. Tottenham struggled mightily 
in the beginning of the season but have played better as of late and 
currently sit sixth in the Premier League. 

Without striker Harry Kane, Tottenham will have to lean on 
last year’s Champions League darling Lucas Moura for goals on 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Leipzig will look to Timo Werner — who has 
already bagged 20 goals in Bundesliga play — to lead the offensive 
charge. 

In a lot of ways, Leipzig’s current squad resembles the 
Tottenham squad from last year that made a shock run to the 
Champions League f inal: young, inexperienced and hungry for 
success. Wednesday’s game in London should prove to be a litmus 
test to see just how far this Leipzig squad can go this year.

UCSB Men’s Tennis Fly to Minnesota Searching for Third Win
Annika Pearson
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara men’s tennis team (2-6) jets off to 
Minnesota this Thursday to take on the Maroon and Gold in 
their eighth dual match of the season.

After splitting the last two matches on the road, the 
University of Minnesota, f launting a 5-2 overall record, 
returns to its undefeated home court. 

The Gophers are coming off of a hot Ivy League sweep over 
Yale, a match which came as a relief to the narrow loss the 
team had seen just two days earlier against Dartmouth. 

To what culminated as a spotless 7-0 defeat, the Minnesota 
roster added match-win after match-win, dropping only three 
sets across the entire spread.

What immediately sets Minnesota and Santa Barbara apart, 
therefore, is momentum. 

Where the Gophers will enter the game with just one break 
in what would otherwise be a 3-game win streak, UCSB 
is battling the opposite and is currently lugging around 3 
straight losses. Santa Barbara found themselves on the wrong 
side of the 7-0 sweep last weekend against No. 23 University 
of Arizona.

Putting this aside even, Minnesota poses a threat merely 
because it represents the unknown. 

Looking all the way back to the start of the ‘10s decade, 
the teams have never faced each other until now. However, 
the lack of history — if thought of as a clean slate — may serve 
the struggling Gauchos well as they attempt to redef ine what 
has been one of their most underwhelming non-conference 
seasons since the seniors stepped onto campus back in 2014.

Though it has yet to develop into a functional and consistent 
f low of overall victories, UCSB’s individual talent is not to 
be undermined. No. 8 senior Joseph Guillin and sophomore 
Alejandro Vedri have provided steady performances both 
together and alone; both have already been awarded with the 
title of Big West Athlete of the Week.

Senior co-captain Guillin has only one loss under his belt 

in singles competition. 
Likely meeting him at the No. 1 spot will be Minnesota’s 

Stefan Milicevic. 
The fellow nationally ranked senior sports a 4-3 record 

for the dual-match portion so far, totaling at an overall non-
conference record of 11-7. In his match versus Yale, Milicevic 
secured a last-minute tie-breaker win. 

Typically at the No. 2 spot is junior Vlad Lobak, a Ukraine 
native who has been with Minnesota since 2017. Last 
weekend, Lobak pushed his dual-match record just above 
.500, boosting his overall record so that his wins now double 
his losses at 12-6. 

When facing him, UCSB’s junior Victor Krustev might want 
to channel the same power he showed against Fresno State 
just two weeks back where he was able to hold his opponent 
to 3 points a set. 

Minnesota’s power runs deep, however, through all six 
courts and over both doubles and singles competitions. 
Rookie Siim Troost, Lobak’s partner in doubles, is riding an 
undefeated weekend on both fronts. Nonetheless, there is 
little doubt that Vedri could absolutely disrupt the streak if 
he plays well.

Further back are Gophers Jackson Allen and Bodin 
Zarkovic, each of whom, along with Troost, have already 
caught f ive wins in dual play.

Consequently, it will be crucial that Santa Barbara is able to 
bring its force on all fronts. 

Neither singles wins alone nor just a few scattered wins 
amongst the “top” players will suff ice against a roster that 
runs so deep.

 As UCSB is just two games away from a long, well-
deserved home-game streak, it would be ideal to be able to 
return to SoCal riding a momentous victory wave. 

Importantly, every match looking forward is an important 
step to reconstructing a team that is ready to defend its f ive-
time conference title.

 The UCSB men’s tennis team will face the University of 
Minnesota this upcoming Saturday, Feb. 15 at 1 p.m.

ESTEF ZUNIGA / DAILY NEXUS 
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UEFA Champions League Knockout Round Preview
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It’s Satire, Stupid.

DAILY NEXUS ART & COMICS

Ryan Milton
Staff Writer

We often find love in the strangest places, whether it’s 11 shots 
deep at Sandbar or in the 8 a.m. Friday section where you look 
more like roadkill with a pulse than a college student. For second-
year student Justin Surt, holding onto his friend’s waist during their 
tandem Lime ride was when he first felt the spark of romance to be.

“We just got some burgers at Deja and were trying to mob back 
to our house,” Surt told Nexustentialism. “But there was only one 
Lime so we decided to hop on it together — if only we had known 
what was to come.” 

They hopped onto the Lime scooter and rode it “Bound 2” Kimye 
style. Surt took the back of the scooter while his friend Bryce 
Kuriuse took the front of their veritable chariot. The ride was going 

smoothly, but the situation changed when they hit the 66 block of 
DP.

“Everything seemed perfect in the moment and he smelled like 
Gain detergent and Natty Daddys,” Surt recounted. “I didn’t know 
what to think then, but now I think I love him.”

Being the diligent reporters we are, Nexustentialism wanted to 
follow up with Kuriuse about his perspective on this Isla Vistan love 
story. When questioned, he became visibly upset: “Wait, what the 
fuck, dude? Justin said that was his phone touching my ass.” 

With this story in mind, we at Nexustentialism are wondering if 
the Lime scooter ride will be mentioned in any wedding vows in 
years to come.

Ryan Milton always makes sure he is the bottom — um, front on multi-
passenger Lime rides.

A. Wiessass
Asst. Nexustentialism Editor

DAVIDSON LIBRARY — Reports have surfaced that the 
long-dormant eldritch monster residing under Davidson 
Library has grown restless due to a burgeoning hunger 
that can no longer be sated by our measly tithes.
 Experts are unsure why the monster has grown 
dissatisfied as of late. Some suggest the debauchery of 
Isla Vista may have been taken as an affront to His Dark 
Holiness’ capability for earth-shaking destruction, while 
others have posited this is simply the next step in the 
monster’s evolution and was simply unavoidable.
 Maintenance workers in Davidson have reported 
that the growls from the monstrosity’s secret f loor — 
usually drowned out by students’ study music — have 
become inescapable, haunting them not only as they 
remain within the facilities, but long after they clock 
off. At press time, workers reported that the monster’s 
din emanated not from behind his chamber door, but 
seemingly from deep within their own minds.
 “Our offerings have grown insufficient. We can 
no longer satisfy its primordial hunger; our doom is 
imminent,” said Beherit Bartis, keeper of the monstrosity. 

“It was previously content with raccoons and jackrabbits, 
but it has learned of man’s folly and now requests more 
than I can offer,” he continued.
 Chancellor Yang has met with experts in the field 
of monsterology in search of answers on how to quell 
the monster’s bloodlust. Yang has even reportedly held 
multiple séances attempting to reach the spirit of Donald 
C. Davidson, for whom the library is named, in search 
of answers as to how to appease the abomination. All 
available information has suggested that Yang’s efforts 
have been to no avail.
 With this looming threat bearing down over campus, 
many students have considered evacuating; however, 
Bartis told the Nexus that this would be a futile effort. 
He relayed a note from the monster, left in blood on the 
walls of the Davidson basement walls that read, “Foolish 
mortals, I know not space, I know not time; I will go to 
the edges of your temporal plane to reap the souls that 
I have sowed. I am inescapable. I am doom incarnate.”
 No word has yet been issued as to whether this news 
will affect class schedules.

 A. Wiessass thinks the need to study for midterms trumps 
any other-worldly threats.

Brotherly Lime Ride Leads to 
Unexpected Sexual Awakening

Sierra Vakili
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara off icials announced 
Tuesday that an all-new student-resource 
department would be making its way to 
campus in the fall of 2020: the Department of 
Student Vibes. In the brand-new Student Vibe 
Center, students will be able to get their vibes 
checked, free of charge. 

The department’s introduction comes as a 
result of unprecedented levels of reported off-
vibe behavior occurring on university grounds. 
In an effort to uphold the university’s reputation 
as a vibe powerhouse, UCSB administrators 
took action. After months of deliberation and 
planning, higher-ups disclosed their intent 
to offer not only vibe-checking services, but 
vibe-repair and vibe-development services for 
all UCSB students as well. 

The Student Vibe Center will also offer a safe 
space for all vibesexual students and resources 
for vibe education and awareness. Staff will 
include off icial representatives from the 
National Vibe Association as well as Student 

Vibe Peers. The new center — complete with 
a soft, ever-present echoing of Tame Impala 
and Mac DeMarco — called upon the world’s 
best vibe architects for specialized design 
instructions to maximize vibe potential, or VP. 

“We’re delighted to announce the installation 
of rainbow LED lights in the Vibe Center,” 
Chancellor Yang declared via Twitter. “Our 
ultimate goal is to ensure every student 
feels comfortable in their own individual 
vibesphere.” UCSB’s beloved chancellor will 
also be attending the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
of the new department upon its completion, 
donning a vintage cardigan, khakis and hair 
parted straight down the middle. 

Since the off icial announcement of the 
department’s introduction, UCSB has steadily 
climbed in the U.S. News & World Report 
rankings for Best Vibes. Vibe analysts predict 
UCSB’s vibrational ranking to rise to the top 
five by 2025. 

“I’m just vibing,” Yang laughed. “And all of 
you should be too.”

Sierra Vakili exhibits off-vibe behavior.

UCSB Introduces Department 
of Student Vibes

Monster Under Davidson 
Library Only Grows Hungrier

JAZE MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 
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Need Some Songs To Spice Up Your Valentine’s Day 
Plans? We’ve Got You Covered

Artsweek Staff

Looking for a carefully crafted Valentine’s Day 
playlist filled with all kinds of love songs? Well, look 
no further!

 

“My Dude” by Litany 

“My Dude” is the perfect song if you’re hoping 
to confess your feelings for your secret crush this 
Valentine’s Day. Though the track’s lyrics are 
somewhat simplistic, with lines like, “I really like you/
And if you liked me too/I could be your girlfriend/
You could be my dude,” Litany’s voice creates a 
soothing aura that f lows seamlessly with the funky, 
synth music that’s guaranteed to stick in your head 
for days on end.

 

“Everywhere” by Fleetwood Mac

This list would not be complete nor reasonable 
without mentioning “Everywhere” by ‘70s rock band 
Fleetwood Mac. The musicianship in the song is 
tremendous and inspiring, but the love message 
is lettered in the lyric, “I want to be with you 
everywhere.” This ballad embodies the infatuation 
that comes with love and the enamored mindset 
of wanting to be with your lover at all times, in all 
places. It’s hard to bring to mind a sweeter way to 
commemorate your loved one than to wish they’re 
with you everywhere you go. 

 

“Sweet Thing” by Twin Peaks

“Sweet Thing” is one of those tracks that leaves 
a bittersweet taste in your mouth (mostly sweet, of 
course) as it accurately captures tender, misguided, 
beautiful, youthful love. For instance, as Clay Frankel 
of Twin Peaks is serenading his lover in this song, he 
sings, “There’s women every single way I look/But 
you’re the only one that’s got me hooked.” It’s clear he 
really loves his partner yet is still asserting his egoism 
by explaining he has plenty of options for romantic 
endeavors. Twin Peaks does a great job of balancing 
these immature lyrics with more kind ones like, 
“Baby, I’ve been thinkin’ all about you lately,” which, 
when combined with the former, perfectly represents 
the imperfect and chaotic experience that is true love.

“Oh Honey” by Delegation

O-o-o-o-h honey! All you need to hear is the 
opening instrumental to catch the vibes with this 
one. A pure gem and nostalgic oldie like “Oh Honey” 
by Delegation will leave you and your lover (or maybe 
just you) feeling some type of way and slow dancing 
wherever you may be. Delegation’s soulful vocals, 
mesmerizing synth, groovy bass and smooth keys 
are a must for any love-song playlist. The track’s 
immersive romantic funk will set the perfect mood 
for Valentine’s Day; you also may have heard it 
sampled in “Lottery” by Kali Uchis — another great 
addition to your special V-Day playlist.

“When I’m Sixty-Four” by The Beatles

“When I’m Sixty-Four” was written by Sir Paul 
McCartney at the adorable age of 16, a suitable age 
for exploring romance along with all the tenderness 
and magic it has to offer. The track has a cheerful 
melody, and the lyrics paint a vivid daydream of a boy 
who fantasizes about the love of his life growing old 
beside him. It seems like as long as they stay together, 
even doing the most ordinary things such as going 
for a drive or gardening together will fill him with 
happiness and peace. The soft and heart-throbbing 
experience of falling in love is usually accompanied 
by the hope of your significant other being by your 
side forever, and in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, this 
song beautifully captures this heartwarming feeling.

“All About U” by 2Pac 

2Pac’s “All About U” is a gangsta ode to the idea of 
infatuation that has come to withstand the decades 
since its initial release. By chronicling his fast times 
in Los Angeles, 2Pac is able to spin a captivating tale 
that is relatable to anyone who has been played by an 
unfaithful lover. It keeps your elbows high, swaying 
side to side, and yet somehow, “All About U” still 
makes it difficult to keep your eyes dry.

 
 
“New Light” by John Mayer

The first time you hear John Mayer’s “New Light,” 
you may feel an unquenchable urge to move, groove 
and, most of all, love. In the span of just four 
minutes, Mayer composes a painterly vision of a 
possible romance, defined by a beat like a yearning 
heart and a f luid synth that f lows from ear to ear; 
you can practically see Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
materializing in your head as you listen. Ultimately, 
it does what all beautiful love songs should: it makes 
memories.

“Electric” by Alina Baraz ft. Khalid

As someone with limited experience when it comes 
to matters of the heart, I am not entirely sure what 
it would feel like to be head over heels in love with 
someone. But I would imagine it would feel a lot like 
this song. This track, romantic and very sensual at 
the same time, is the perfect addition to a Valentine’s 
Day playlist, a Netf lix & Chill playlist or an “In My 
Feelings at 2 a.m.” playlist. 

“I Touch Myself ” by Divinyls 

If you and your partner are connoisseurs of 
comedy, you might get a kick out of the romantic 
yet insanely hilarious “I Touch Myself ” by Divinyls, 
which originally gained fame when it was featured 
in the film “Austin Powers: International Man of 
Mystery.” It’s all in the title — with this track, you can 
let your partner know just how attracted to them you 
really are. Wink wink.

“Baby, I Love You” by the Ramones

While, yes, the Ramones are known for kickstarting 
the fast-paced and loud genre of punk rock music, 
their rendition of The Ronettes’ “Baby, I Love You” 
sounds as classic a love song as any. The tenderness in 
Joey Ramone’s voice as he sings, “I can’t live without 
you/I love everything about you/I can’t help it if 
I feel this way,” is enough to serenade any person 
you’re hoping to court on Valentine’s Day. 

 
 

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” by Marvin Gaye 
and Tammi Terrell 

This cute classic, consisting of a duet between 
Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell, will take you 
to new heights — and not just on V-Day. We’ve all 
heard the cheesy pop songs of the 21st century that 
sing about surface-level love, but nothing is deeper 
than this two-minute ballad comparing affection to 
geographical landforms. So don’t take any excuses 
from your significant other this Valentine’s Day 
because there “ain’t no mountain high enough” to 
keep them from getting to you, babe.

 

“Warm” by Dre’es (ft. Mia) 

Whether you have a Valentine this year or not, this 
song makes you feel like you’re in love. Dre’es’ and 
Mia’s voices perfectly complement each other over 
the beautiful chords making “Warm” very pleasing 
to listen to. This track is what you daydream about 
when you finally meet your person and want nothing 
more than to be on a “faraway island in a blissful 
silence” with them. In essence, “Warm” highlights the 
most perfect moments in a relationship: the parts we 
can’t stop thinking about. 

Kristina Valencia, Sunidhi Sridhar, Omar Reyes, 
Aubrey Valerio, Phoenix Pham, Karl-Erik Mills, Melody 
Pezeshkian, Hannah George and Neha Makkapati 
contributed to this article.

Jennifer Sor
Reporter

The Shrunken Heads Production Company 
performed “Mamma Mia!” this past weekend in the 
Lotte Lehmann Concert Hall, bringing a showstopper 
performance of the 1999 British musical.

The musical was much anticipated by students  

and was met with a successful reception, achieving 
a nearly packed house on its Saturday showing. 
After four months of rehearsing, “Mamma Mia!” 
was unveiled as the company’s first show of  2020, 
executed with a skill that rivals the hit 2008 “Mamma 
Mia!” film. 

As a film franchise that grossed over $144 million 
in its f irst installment alone, “Mamma Mia!” is 
a narrative so iconic that its plot hardly needs 
an explanation. Sophie, a 20-year-old bride-to-be, 

prepares for her wedding by sending invitations to 
three of her mother’s former love interests. After 
stumbling upon their names in a diary entry, Sophie 
realizes that her mother’s affairs with these men 
coincide during the time of her conception. Hilarity 
ensues as the men arrive at the wedding venue, 
leaving Sophie to suss out which one of them may be 
her true father.

The choice of “Mamma Mia!” as Shrunken Heads’s 
winter musical is particularly interesting, given the 
reputation of “Mamma Mia!” as a summertime film. 
Christian Duarte, director and third-year student 
at UC Santa Barbara, pitched the idea to perform 
“Mamma Mia!” last year, wanting to produce a show 
that was more lighthearted than the company’s 
previous productions.

“Both of last year’s shows were sort of devastating 
in the experience of it all, just by covering such dark 
and heavy topics,” Duarte said in an interview with 
the Santa Barbara News-Press. “I just wanted to do 
something that was really fun.” Duarte’s theatrical 
direction more than achieves this goal, with “Mamma 
Mia!” being far from a downer production. 

For one, the musical is brilliantly cast, full of actors 
who exude the dramatic energy and vocal talent that 
originally brought “Mamma Mia!” to fame. At times, 
it is hard for the audience to believe that the musical 
is entirely student-run, looking at the sheer talent and 
attention to detail in the show’s choreography, set 
design and, of course, the singing. 

“I think people are going to be surprised by the 
caliber of a production that can be put on by a 
student group with virtually no money,” said Mikayla 
Knight, who plays Sophie’s mother, Donna. “This is 

all from scratch, this is a club, this is something that 
students are voluntarily rehearsing for three or four 
nights a week.”

The troupe did not disappoint die-hard “Mamma 
Mia!” fans, giving impressive covers of tracks like 
“Money, Money, Money,” “SOS” and — most iconic 
of them all — “Dancing Queen.” When combined 
with eloquent dancing sequences, the show achieves 
a sense of idyllicism, which was what made “Mamma 
Mia!” so popular among millennials in the first place. 

Although all the actors impress, third-year feminist 
studies major Kat Bautista deserves special mention 
on her own. Her portrayal of the wide-eyed, idealistic 
Sophie is superb. Bautista’s voice is simply beautiful, 
giving me chills as she sang “Honey, Honey” in the 
opening act. 

It is quite the sight to see Sophie twirling through 
the island of Kalokairi in search of her father and to 
see the apprehension in Sophie’s mother, Donna, as 
she collides with her former love interests. Arguably, 
one of the best things about “Mamma Mia!” is that 
its plot is so fantastical in nature that the audience 
cannot help but wish it to be true.  

The Shrunken Heads Production Company will be 
holding auditions for its next musical, “Xanadu,” from 
Feb. 19 to Feb. 23. While the original production of 
“Xanadu” was poorly received (receiving a 25% critic 
rating on Rotten Tomatoes), the upcoming musical 
lends a lot of creative direction to the Shrunken 
Heads crew, who will be taking a sharp turn from 
the whimsical “Mamma Mia!” production. Students 
who are interested in the “Xanadu” production may 
schedule a time slot for vocal and dance auditions on 
the Shrunken Heads website.

Shrunken Heads Production Brings a Stunning 
Performance of “Mamma Mia!” to UC Santa Barbara

Courtesy of Teller Report

Courtesy of VectorStock
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ON THE MENU
On the Menu

Valentine’s Day Foods From Around the Globe

Shelby Guy
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is coming up soon, and with a holiday that celebrates relationships and love, many 
restaurants can make the perfect destination for a romantic date. If you are planning on taking your 
signif icant other out this year, here is a list of options for those with both picky palates and price-
sensitive wallets. Each of these f ive restaurants is located on State Street and is the perfect option 
for a Valentine’s Day meal or snack. The ranking of each place is dependent on four factors: cost, 
portion size, ambience and taste.  

Santa Barbara Craft Ramen
Cost: Average
Portion Size: Large
Ambience: Very casual 
Taste: Why aren’t you there already?

Santa Barbara Craft Ramen is arguably the best ramen place in Santa Barbara. Just by looking at it, 
you wouldn’t expect this tiny ramen shop across the street from Himalayan Kitchen and Velvet Jones 
to possess such superb ramen. The secret is the bone broth, made from pork and beef bones, which 
is cooked for 24 hours. For a lighter side, they also serve amazing poke and rice bowls. 

Moby Dick
Cost: Semi-expensive
Portion Size: Average
Ambience: Semi-casual
Taste: Best brunch on the pier

Located at the end of the Santa Barbara pier, this f ish house serves some of the best brunch I’ve 
had in a long time. Their handmade cocktails are to die for, and their lobster Benedict is worth every 
penny. Though a bit on the expensive side, it is well worth the price. This Valentine’s Day, Moby Dick 
is offering a special from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday. 

Patxi’s Pizza
Cost: Semi-expensive
Portion Size: Large
Ambience: Very casual
Taste: The sauce is to die for

For those who want a more casual Valentine’s Day, look no further than Patxi’s Pizza. Located 
down the street from the Metropolitan Metro 4 Theatre, Patxi’s offers the perfect end to a movie and 
pizza night or a great start to a night out on State Street. Specializing in Chicago-style deep-dish 
pizza, Patxi’s puts their own spin on a classic recipe with a sauce that rivals any marinara that this 
writer has encountered. The pizza, however, comes with a bit of a wait — 25 minutes to be exact. If 
you are willing to wait, the pizza is well worth it.

805 Boba
Cost: Cheap
Portion Size: Average
Ambience: Very casual
Taste: Best boba in Santa Barbara

If you want a break on your wallet and a calmer Valentine’s Day, be sure to check out 805 Boba. 
This boba place offers some of the best mix-and-match options for tea and coffee, along with some 
of the sweetest brown-honey boba and rainbow jelly in Santa Barbara. They can get a bit of a line 
and are only open until 10 p.m., so if you and your signif icant other want a laid-back Valentine’s Day 
with a nice dessert, this is the perfect place. 

Black Sheep Restaurant
Cost: Expensive
Portion Size: Small
Ambience: Very fancy
Taste: Exquisite 

For those who really want to impress this Valentine’s Day, check out the Black Sheep Restaurant. 
A bit small on the portions and high on the price, this place is for those who want a truly f ine-dining 
experience. The Black Sheep Restaurant offers the most delicious, creamy risotto du jour, and their 
bone marrow bruschetta is divine. The bone marrow becomes meat butter on a plate. So if you are 
looking for a nice night out and don’t mind the price, this is the place to be.

This list offers only a small sample of the many delicious restaurants on State Street, with many 
more ripe for discovery and sampling this Valentine’s Day. If none of these options seem appealing, 
the Goleta and Santa Barbara areas hold a wide variety of restaurants to suit any taste and preference. 
However you decide to spend the day, either out on the town or indoors, I’m certain that you will be 
able to make the day a delicious one to remember. 

Five Valentine’s Day Food Destinations Downtown

On Valentine’s Day, it is quite common for people in couples to exchange chocolates as a 
token of their love and appreciation for their other half. Quite frankly, nothing says “I love 
you” more than gifting a Valentine’s Day treat to your partner, considering that they are 

sweeter than chocolate.  Today, I invite you to travel around the globe with me and take a 
look at dishes in other countries that couples are swooning over on this affectionate holiday. 

China: Valentine’s Day is kind of a big deal 
in China, considering that the country dedicated a 
festival to celebrate this special occasion. The festival 
is called Qiqiao (Qixi), and during this festival, both 
single and taken women will put on new clothes and 
pray to the Vega star for wisdom and sophistication 
(and maybe for Mr. Right if they are single). Of course, it 
would be neglectful not to mention the delicious Qiaoguo, a 
traditional pastry at the festival that symbolizes intelligence 
and ingenuity. The fried pastry comes in various shapes, has a 
sweet sesame filling and can be given to your significant other, 
friends and even your parents-in-law.

Great Britain: Chocolate is still an essential 
food item for the British, but that is only after loving 
couples f inish indulging in delicious, raw oysters. 
Specif ically, they eat Pacif ic oysters, which are 
produced on farms, instead of the native oysters that 
are available year-round because regular oysters are just 
not sufficient for your special Valentine.

Mexico: Valentine’s Day in Mexico is called “The Day of Love and Friendship,” 
or El Día del Amor y la Amistad.  In addition to sweet candies as alternatives to 

chocolate, another typical Valentine’s Day dish is Pibil Pollo, a Yucatan roast 
chicken dish with a hint of achiote paste, a popular seasoning in Mexican 

cuisine. With the bright red color of the achiote, the smell of citrus, garlic 
and habanero pepper and the softness of a well-roasted drumstick, this dish 
is surely going to melt the heart (and taste buds) of your amante. 

Italy: Besides being the origin of this heart-throbbing holiday, Italy is also 
known for its exquisite cuisine. Therefore, one should not expect anything less 
than visionary from the Italians’ celebration of La Festa degli Innamorati (the 

Day of Lovers). There are multiple festivals around the country on this day for 
lovebirds to celebrate their devotion to each other. As aforementioned, chocolate 

is quite a popular item around the world on Valentine’s Day, but because we are in 
the country where publicly announcing your endless love is commonplace, chocolate 

gifts need to be on a different level. A popular variation of Valentine’s 
chocolate is called Baci Perugina, little chocolate kisses with cherries 

and love notes inside. Some other dishes that are popular on 
the Valentine’s menu include the following: Spaghetti Alla 

Carbonara (pasta with egg, hard cheese and pork), Osso 
Buco (braised beef with vegetables and broth with white 

wine) and Penne all’Arrabbiata (penne pasta with 
signature tomato sauce, garlic and red peppers).

Argentina: Bueno Aires in Argentina is 
South America’s symbol of romance, and they 
do not take Valentine’s Day lightly. As a matter 
of fact, they decided to make Valentine’s Day 
into Valentine’s week! Usually, this week ends 
with a Friendship Day. Since Valentine’s Day 
is a relatively new holiday in Buenos Aires, 
the holiday’s cuisine has novel concepts. For 
example, some popular appetizers and meals 
are empanadas (fried f lour pastry with beef 
feelings), revuelto gramajo (a hash brown dish 
with cheese, potatoes, eggs and vegetables) and 
morcilla (blood sausage made with pork, rice 

and fat).

Belgium: Belgium is famous for its chocolate, since chocolate is 
an important tradition on Valentine’s Day. But if you want to wake up 
your sweet tooth with a dessert that is easy on the eyes, f lavorful and 
full of interesting texture, a Belgian waff le would be the best choice. 
Belgian waff les are a lot thicker than other countries’ waff les. Made 
with sweet yeast dough and crystallized sugar on top,  the waff les are 
also more chewy and dense, making each bite better than the next. 

Egypt: A popular main dish that is present in many holidays 
in Egypt, including Valentine’s Day, is called Fattah (beef or lamb 
meat served with rice, bread and vinegar/tomato sauce). It is more 
common to have lamb as the protein instead of beef when there is a 
special holiday. On top of that, Egyptians also enjoy a non-caffeinated 
drink called rose petal white “coffee.” The drink does not contain any 
coffee in it — only the juice of a thousand rose petals mixed with hot water 
and a brown sugar cube. The drink will surely help maintain an intimate 
atmosphere among lovebirds.

Valentine’s Day is a beautiful holiday that celebrates 
not only love but also friendship and kinship. This 

holiday brings everyone closer together and gives 
everyone a great opportunity to remind their loved ones 

how much they mean to them. Furthermore, I would like to 
add that most of these dishes pair well with a glass of wine, but 

you might not need it — after all, that special someone’s smile is 
already enough to make you drunk in love.

Phoenix Pham 
Reporter
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Jacqueline Wen
Science & Tech Editor 

A g rowing concern in hea lth ca re , 
ant ibiot ic resistance weakens our abi l ity to 
treat common infec t ious diseases .

With ant ibiot ics becoming less ef fec t ive , 
re sea rchers  a re look ing into poss ible 
a lternat ive t reatment methods ,  includ ing 
phage therapy.

Bac ter iophages ,  or phages for shor t , 
a re v i ruses that h ijack bac ter ia l cel ls to 
reproduce. Phage therapy uses phages to 
f ight bacter ia l in fec t ions. Its main appea l i s 
it s potent ia l to work on organisms resistant 
to ant ibiot ics . 

However,  concerns  reg a rd ing phage 
therapy s tem f rom i t  be ing a poorly 
control led technique , with an incomplete 
charac ter i zat ion of phage biolog y. R isk s 

f rom phage evolut ion or i t s exponent ia l 
repl icat ion create apprehension about it s 
biocontrol , for instance.

Popular in former republ ics of the Soviet 
Union, phage therapy is v iewed genera l ly as a 
last-resor t opt ion. Treatment is not ava i lable 
in the United States , though cl inica l interest 
i s  increasing with Nor th Amer ica’s f i r s t 
phage therapy center hav ing opened at UC 
San Diego in 2019. 

“Despite these problems ,  people have 
been turning to phage therapy in extreme 
s i t uat ions .  Our work i s  gea red toward 
br ing ing phage therapy under control so 
that it can be used sa fely and more widely,” 
Irene Chen, an associate professor in UC 
Santa Barbara’s depar tment of chemistry and 
biochemistry, wrote in an emai l .

The study’s resu lt s appear in a paper 
publ ished in the Proceedings of the Nat iona l 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America .

Chen and her team a imed to address 
phage therapy i ssues by conjugat ing the 
phages to gold nanorods (AuNRs), creat ing 
“phanorods .”  They worked w ith UCSB 
mechan ica l  eng ineer ing profe ssor Be th 
Pruit t and her lab, who provided the proof of 
concept on the selec t iv ity of phage therapy 
to target bacter ia l cel ls without k i l l ing non-
harmful cel ls .

“[ W ]e were del ighted to be pa r t  of 
test ing this new excit ing technology for the 
selec t ive k i l l ing of bacter ia whi le preserv ing 
mammalian cel l hea lth in culture ,” Pruit t 
sa id v ia ema i l .  “This pre l iminary work 
suppor ts the idea of using such an approach 
in a wound hea l ing environment to sa fely 
stamp out bacter ia l in fec t ions [with] l it t le or 
no tox ic ity to the hea l ing t issue.”

The phanorods were eng ineered to 
ca re f u l ly  ta rge t  cer ta in Gram-negat ive 
bac ter ia including E . col i ,  P.  aerug inosa 
and V. cholerae which infec t humans, and 
X . campest r i s ,  which in fec t s plants .  By 
excit ing the AuNRs with near-in f rared l ight , 
the researchers could loca l ly generate heat 
to ef f ic ient ly and selec t ively k i l l bacter ia l 
cel ls and the phages themselves , quel l ing 
any undesired future phage evolut ions or 
repl icat ions.

“When the nanorods a re exposed to 
cer ta in waveleng ths of l ight , they absorb 
the l ight and conver t the energy to heat (the 
photothermal ef fec t). This leads to very high 
loca l temperatures around the phanorods, 

which essent ia l ly cooks the bacter ia as wel l 
as the phage, whi le leav ing non-targeted 
cel ls a l ive ,” Chen expla ined.

Huan Peng, a postdoctora l fel low in Chen’s 
lab, stumbled upon the idea to use AuNRs in 
phage therapy.

“We were ac tua l ly in it ia l ly look ing for 
a qu ick a ssay to check the bind ing of 
some eng ineered phages to bacter ia ,” Chen 
reca l led.

The photothermal ef fec t of AuNRs has 
been used in nanomedic ine techniques to 
treat cancer, as according to Chen, “that 
was the genesi s of the idea to use the 
AuNRs to spec i f ica l ly k i l l  bac ter ia .  We 
then rea l ized that this method would have 
impor tant advantages over other phage 
therapy approaches.”

To test the potent ia l of these phanorods 
f ur ther,  the researchers appl ied them to 
a P. aerug inosa biof i lm. Biof i lms consist 
of a dense bui ldup of bacter ia l cel ls . They 
present a crucia l problem in treat ing bacter ia l 
in fec t ions due to their g reater resist iv ity to 
penetrat ion by ant ibiot ics . The assemblage 
of cel ls provides an advantage as even a f ter 
being subjec ted to ant ibiot ics , more cel ls 
can surv ive than i f they were indiv idua l ly 
exposed to ant ibiot ics .   

Chen and her col laborators  showed 
ex tens ive bac ter ia l  ce l l  death in the 
biof i lm as a resu lt of the phonorods. They 
addit iona l ly tested how wel l the phanorods 
could k i l l bacter ia l cel ls without harming 
surrounding mammalian cel ls by using them 
on a P. aerug inosa biof i lm growing direc t ly 
on top of canine k idney cel ls . Once aga in, 
the sc ient i s t s were able to demonst rate 
widespread bacter ia l cel l death a long with 
surv iva l of the major ity of k idney cel ls (84%).

“Showing that biof i lms can be destroyed 
by the phanorods suggests that phanorods 
might work in physica l  scenar ios when 
ant ibiot ics might not ,” Chen sa id.

The next major step is to study phage 
therapy in more rea l ist ic models of bacter ia l 
in fec t ions , according to Chen. “In addit ion, 
it i s impor tant for us to expand the number 
of microbes that we can target .”

“R ight now there a re many reasonable 
hesitat ions about phage therapy stemming 
f rom the lack of control over these biolog ica l 
ent it ies . We bel ieve that control l ing phage 
therapy in this way could a l low phages to 
become an acceptable therapy for use in 
ant ibiot ic-resistant in fec t ions ,” Chen sa id.

UCSB Researchers Develop Controlled Phage Therapy 
Techniques, Potential Alternative to Antibiotics

Surya Pugal
Reporter

Last week, Kather ine Mir ica , an assistant 
professor of chemistry at Dar tmouth Col lege, 
held a seminar at UC Santa Barbara about 
molecu la r eng ineer ing of mater ia l s  for 
chemica l sensing and microelectronics. 

S t udent s  f rom t he  chemi s t r y  a nd 
biochemis t r y depa r tment  a t tended the 
seminar which was hosted by Jav ier Read 
de Alaniz , a chemistry and biochemistry 
assoc iate professor and assoc iate di rec tor 
of  the Ca l i forn ia NanoSystems Inst i t ute 
(CNSI ).  The semina r was one of  many 
of fered in the Winter 2020 Col loqu ium 
Ser ies f rom the Depar tment of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry.

Mir ica br ief ly d i scussed her academic 
background and upbring ing. She was born in 
Ukraine and later moved to the U.S., where 
she obta ined her undergraduate degree at 
Boston Col lege and her Ph.D. at Harvard 
University. Fol lowing this , she served as a 
postdoc tora l fe l low at the Massachuset ts 
Inst itute of Technology for over three years , 
a f ter which she became a member of faculty 
at Dar tmouth. 

Current ly, Mir ica heads a research group 
whose main focus is “work ing with di f ferent 
rea lms of mater ia ls to try and f ind overarching 
emerg ing common proper t ies.” 

The researchers are able to accomplish 
this through three research thrusts: using 
mult i functional mater ia ls for electroanalysis 
(a process by which potentia l or current 
i s measured through an elec t rochemica l 
cel l  conta in ing an ana ly te , or substance 
of interest),  ut i l i z ing molecu la r sol ids 
a s a temporary adhesive and examining 
electroactive mater ia ls . 

Dur ing the seminar, Mir ica focused on 
speci f ic advancements she and her group 
made in the f i rst two thrusts . 

With regards to the f i rst thrust , the group 
studied a specia l class of mater ia ls known as 
conduct ive two-dimensiona l meta l-organic 
f rameworks (MOFs). They noticed that many 
of the core aspects of these mater ia ls were 

st i l l unknown, and thus, “many opportunit ies 
for fundamenta l sc ience were avai lable to 
pursue.” As a result of this , the group was 
able to develop highly sensit ive MOF-based 
sensors that could detect smal l concentrat ions 
(subpar ts per bi l l ion) of gaseous analy tes 
such as ammonia , hydrogen sul f ide and nitr ic 
ox ide in the presence of water.

Mir ica underscored the impl icat ions of 
such research, stat ing that “designing new 

mater ia ls to detect cer ta in gases would change 
the way we view these gases ,” speci f ica l ly 
within the pharmaceutica l industry. 

 Mir ica a lso discussed the creat ion of sel f-
organized f rameworks on text i les (S.O.F.T. 
dev ices) and thei r e f fec t iveness in the 
detect ion of gases. Even in the presence of 
increased heating, applicat ion of detergent 
and other per va sions ,  S .O.F.T. dev ices 
mainta ined high conductiv ity and f lex ibi l ity. 

S.O.F.T. devices a lso provide a means to 
successful ly capture and f i lter these gases. 

Hence, Mir ica elucidated how they are 
par t icularly applicable in the creat ion of thin 
layers of protect ive equipment such as gas 
masks, a ler t ing wearers i f harmful chemica ls , 
even in smal l concentrat ions, are penetrat ing 
sa id equipment . These dev ices a lso have 
implicat ions in the development of por table 
e lec t roana ly t ica l  sys tems and sma l ler 
wearable dev ices ,  a s la rge carbon-based 
electrodes can be sca led down and advanced 
with “novel mater ia ls and processes.”

 Near ing the end of the seminar, Mir ica 
br ief ly discussed Moore’s Law, which states 
that the number of transistors on a microchip 
roughly doubles every two years. As more 
t ransistors a re packed into a g iven unit 
of space, the size of these transistors gets 
smal ler. However, Moore hypothesized that 
at some point in t ime, we would eventual ly 
hit a wal l in the number of transistors we can 
cram into a microchip. 

Mir ica states that now, we should “bui ld 
c ircuits as we do skyscrapers” and pursue 
a three -d imensiona l approach in design, 
something which seems to be work ing as 
the tech industry is get t ing bet ter at pack ing 
more layers into a device. 

However, one of the constra ints that the 
industry faces l ies in the adhesives they use. 
As a result , Mir ica and her group invest igated 
the use of polycycl ic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs) as subl imable adhesives , adhesives 
which a re rapid ly removable through 
subl imat ion but ma inta in thei r adhesive 
proper t ies in thei r sol id state . She then 
examined other molecular sol ids and found 
that camphor had high success “ in the rea lm 
of temporary adhesion,” which she states is 
idea l for bonding bumpy structures preva lent 
within the semiconductor industry. 

 Despite mak ing severa l  breakthroughs 
w ith in chemist r y,  Mi r ica and her team 
are nowhere near done. She i s cont inuing 
to pursue her research in the hope that 
she can help develop more “robust energ y 
dev ices” in a mult itude of d i f ferent f ie lds 
and industr ies . 

UCSB researchers conjugated phages to gold nanorods to allow for more selective targeting 
in kil l ing bacterial cells without harming non-targeted cells. Here, phanorods infect a cell. 

Courtesy of Huan Peng

Molecular Engineering of Materials for Chemical 
Sensing and Metal-Organic Frameworks

Last week, Dartmouth College assistant professor of chemistry Katherine Mirica gave a seminar at 
UCSB about strategies for molecular engineering of stimuli-responsive multifunctional materials. 

Surya Pugal / Daily Nexus
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OPINION

Do you like sales? Because if you’re 
looking for a good one, clothing is 100% o�  

at my place.

Are your parents bakers? ‘Cause you 
have a nice set of buns.

Hey, my name is Marcus, can I crash at 
your place tonight?

� ank you for doing your part to keep 
this country beautiful.

Are you from Tennessee? ‘Cause you’re 
the only 10 I see.

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood and 
I took the sexy one.

Are you my appendix? Because I don’t 
understand how you work but this feeling 
in my stomach makes me want to take you 

out.

Could you help me out? I’m tryna decide 
if I want to keep these new hemp sheets, 

but  I need a second opinion.

Are you a Juul? Cause I’m tryna hit that.

*Bernie Sanders voice* I am once again 
asking you to go out with me.

Do you work for the FBI? ‘Cause I want 
you to raid my basement. 

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

If looks could kill, you’d be a weapon of 
mass destruction.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
ARIES

The Signs as Valentine’s Day 
Pickup Lines

Why Having a Passion is Overrated
Veronica Vo
Staff Writer

Honestly, I hate this question. I hate the idea that 
you’re supposed to have one intense interest that you 
spend your entire life following. There’s a number of 
things I could technically say I’m passionate about: 
writing, true crime shows, trashy pop music, matcha 
lattes, etc. However, none of these answers would 
satisfy what that question is really asking. What’s 
the one thing that drives me, the motivation behind 
everything I am and everything I do, the thing I’m 
living my life for? To tell you the truth, I don’t have 
one. I don’t have a passion like that, and it’s okay 
not to.

I’ve wasted so much of my life desperate for a 
passion to call my own. Ever since I was old enough 
to know what medicine was, I claimed becoming 
a doctor as my passion — it felt natural to me. So 
natural, in fact, that I selectively ignored just how 
boring I actually found the subject and how much 
trouble I had understanding it. I held onto this 
supposed passion of mine while entering college, 
where I decided I would pursue the pre-med 
path. Several chemistry classes and many mental 
breakdowns later, I realized there was nothing I 
dreaded more than spending the next decade of my 
life studying the natural sciences. I personally could 
not bring myself to care about studying them in the 
slightest. 

I switched my major to psychology and 
communication, subjects that, don’t get me wrong, 
I find interesting and enjoy learning about, but I still 
wouldn’t call either of them my passion. I’ve struggled 
with the idea that something must be inherently 
wrong with me, if I can’t find just one thing I could 
be passionate enough to devote my life to. Trying 
every academic subject and personal hobby under 
the sun hasn’t ignited some magical spark of interest 
that would tell me what to do with my life, but 
that’s okay. It’s kind of a hard idea to come to terms 
with, but I’m becoming more comfortable with it. It 
always seemed like everyone around me had found 
their calling, but I’ve discovered that I’m actually far 
from alone in this struggle.  

College is allegedly the time when we should 
discover this one elusive passion, and I think this 
idea adds another unnecessary imperative to the list 
of things we, as students, need to be concerned about. 
Pressure is high during these years. The world, and 
us, wonder what we’re going to do with our lives. I 
find the idea that you need to, or should, spend your 
life following your “passion” unrealistic and limiting. 
It undermines everything that you pursue that isn’t 
done in the name of a passion, and the value of living 
without one. Your life can be complete and fulfilling 
without having that one particular thing that you’re 
living for. 

It’s not often that a person is lucky enough to 
have always known exactly what they wanted to 
do with their life and that this interest is really as 

exciting and fulfilling as they expected. What I was 
passionate about when I was younger isn’t what 
I’m passionate about now, and what I’m passionate 
about now most likely won’t be what I’m passionate 

about many years in the future. There are things I’m 
passionate about, sure, but I can’t limit myself by 
saying that I have just one passion. I like to believe 
that having a passion is not a goal, or a life plan, or a 
major in college. It’s a feeling that can change given 
your circumstances and interests — a feeling that you 
can’t plan your life around. 

 I think you can have a purposeful life without 
passion, by doing things that bring meaning to your 
life. You really don’t have to have, or eventually find, 
your one true passion and spend your life pursuing 
it. I think it’s completely okay not to have one at 
all. You might discover a passion eventually, or you 
might not, and frankly, it doesn’t matter either way. 
As long as you devote your time to endeavors you 
believe are valuable, help others or= bring happiness 
to your life, that’s just fine too. A life not dedicated to 
a strong interest is still a life worth living and one full 
of important contributions to society. Uncertainty is 
scary, and uncertainty about something as important 
as your direction in life is even scarier, but I think it’s 
okay not to know where you’re going. What matters 
is that you live in a way that’s important to you. 

Veronica Vo is very passionate about not having 
a passion.

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.
CHANNING MINK / DAILY NEXUS

Ask AJ: Love at First Site

AJ
Advice Columnist

Dear AJ, I’ve been in a relationship with 
my boyfriend for almost three years now 
and it’s going great, but a few weeks ago, 
he randomly asked me to move in with 
him after I graduate. The problem is that 
we live five states away from each other 
and he just recently moved out of his 
parents’ house. I like him enough to do 
it but it honestly scares me a bit. We’ve 
never met in person but we’ve video 
chatted. I just never thought he would ask 
something like that because he used to 
say that this wasn’t going to be a serious 
relationship for him. Every time he tries 
to bring it up again, I just either leave him 
on read or just change the subject. What 
do you think I should do? -Elly

Dear Elly, 
I seriously suggest that you put off any thought 
of moving in with your boyfriend until you have 
met him in person a considerable number of 
times. Jumping from a virtual relationship to living 
together is a huge decision, and one that deserves 

serious time, thought and open communication. 
The fact that you don’t feel comfortable 
addressing this topic with your boyfriend over 
text shows that you’re not ready for the type of 
communication that is required in order to live 
with another person. Though you say you have 
video chatted before, there are a lot of potential 
dangers associated with online relationships. 
Please, please be cautious when you do meet up 
in person. For example, make sure to share your 
location with your friends and family and to meet 
in a public setting, like a coffee shop — at least 
for the first few times. Also, think about your 
own priorities. Does moving across five states 
to be with him suit your plans for the future? Is 
it worth leaving behind your friends and family 
for a person who a) you’ve never actually met 
and b) said he didn’t want a serious relationship 
with you? Also, being in a happy relationship 
with someone doesn’t necessarily mean you’d be 
compatible as roommates.  Here’s the thing: You 
say you like him enough to move in with him — 
but do you love him? And if you’ve never met 
IRL, how can you tell the difference?If he isn’t 
committed enough to meet you in person, it’s way 
too soon for you to commit to moving for him.

�♥
Why should we trust an undergrad to 
deliver anything resembling sound life 
advice? -Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
The Times They Are a-Changin’. Would you really 
rather get life advice from a boomer?

�♥
Dear AJ, I want to break up with my 
partner, but I know they have big 
Valentine’s Day plans for us, including 
tickets to Disneyland and some really 
expensive gifts. Should I stick it out for 
another week, or would that be lying? 
-Stuck In Love

Dear Stuck In Love,
If you already know that you don’t want to be 
with your partner any longer, it’s best if you 
just get it frickin’ over with already and break 
things off. First off, do you really want to torture 
yourself by having to sit through elaborate 
Valentine’s Day plans with someone that you’re 
not in love with anymore?Second, breakups are 
painful enough already. Can you imagine how 
much more your partner is going to hate you once 
they realize that you are breaking up with them 
days after they have spent their last pennies on 
you? From their point of view, at least if you cut 
things off now, they can use those Disney tickets 
on someone who won’t curb stomp their heart. 
Put yourself in their shoes and consider their 
needs and desires in these final moments of your 
relationship — especially since your timing fucking 
sucks. Communicating in a caring manner about 
why you are ending things on such short notice 
would also be helpful in reducing your partner’s 
confusion as this might be very hard for them. 
Though I understand that initiating breakups can 
be hard, make like a pair of Nikes and just do it! It 
would also be best if you did it as soon as possible 
because I know return policies on some items are 
only 14 days. 

�♥

Happy shagging!
� xoxo,

AJ

Got questions for AJ? Send them in to 
opinion@dailynexus.com with the subject 

“Ask AJ.” 

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS

“Trying every academic 
subject and personal 
hobby under the sun 
hasn’t ignited some 
magical spark of interest 
that would tell me what to 
do with my life, but that’s 

okay.

MELANIE ZIMENT / DAILY NEXUS
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 Ze has been loving life lately, 
fitting in three separate lovers 
(2b, 1g) during  hir busy midterm 
schedule. The worst has come though, 
as lover #2 has ~allegedly~ asked for 
ze’s hand in girlfriendship. 
Tomorrow’s Forecast:
 Ditching bisexuality and eating only pussy insted. 

weather

“I think about my brother having sex all the time” 

ACROSS
1 Tons o’
6 Blows, as a script

line
11 Has permission
14 One may be

passed around at
a reunion

15 Like the Vegas
strip

16 Honest prez
17 One of

Beethoven’s 32
19 Moll’s leg
20 More pitiful
21 Channeling 

state
23 Gas from the

past
24 Rants and raves
27 Charity’s URL

ending
29 Change to zeros
30 Social service

item?
34 Wing

measurement
38 More than

impress
39 Debit card ID
40 Where to get off:

Abbr.
43 __ Deco
44 Sweet root
46 Proverbial

nonexistent 
meal

49 Davis who was
married to Ruby
Dee

52 “Collages” author
Anaïs

53 Place of central
interest, man

57 Dog in the FDR
Memorial

61 Hang up the
gloves

62 Hollered
64 Slick-whistle

connector
65 Has a meal, and

as the circles
show, what 17-,
24-, 30-, 46- and
53-Across each
does

68 Chi follower
69 Farsi speaker
70 Edible little

sphere
71 Oeuf seasoning
72 He bested

Alexander in
1804

73 Fragrant
compound

DOWN
1 Brain freeze
2 Jumbles
3 Snowboarders’

aids
4 Venting car option
5 Parisian

possessive
6 Apt name for a

woman with a
green thumb?

7 Jeremy in the
2012 NBA’s
Rising Stars
Challenge

8 Acting teacher
Hagen

9 Steep-sided hills
10 Spread out
11 __ Carta
12 Bead counters for

bean counters
13 Arabian republic

formed in 1990
18 Composer

Prokofiev
22 Creates some

drama?
25 Like the vb. “to

be,” in most
languages

26 Hunch
28 Sales __
30 Oft-grabbed ride
31 Be in hock to
32 Admission price
33 Not up to snuff

35 Part-goat deity
36 __ de Triomphe
37 Extreme degree
41 Some odometers

show them
42 Clay, since 1964
45 Songwriter Amos
47 Matter in court
48 Displays, as a flag
50 Montenegro

neighbor
51 __ Club:

conservation
group

53 Completes a shoot
54 1946 Literature

Nobelist
Hermann

55 Cybersales
56 Invite to enter
58 Took the hit,

financially
59 Time off
60 Venomous snake
63 Double-reed

instrument
66 Musical talent
67 “It’s __-brainer!”

By Peter A. Collins
(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 04/10/13
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Wednesday, April 10, 2013

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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Level: 1 2 3 4

FOR RENT

Internet posting/ ebay/craigslist
Internet posting job for local equipment company
Work at home.
Designing, posting ebay /craigslist ads
Photo editing, manage online response
Experience required
call John (805)732-7093
Email jpbolton1942@gmail.com

COUNSELING

ARE YOU FEELING STRESSED?
Video chat using your computer or phone with 
licensed therapist at feelingscount.org.  Richard 
Durborow, MA, MFT #102804
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A Week in UC 
Student News

Interested in keeping up with what’s happening across the UC system? 
Look no further! Our column “UC News” will showcase the top stories of 
the week from other UC student newspapers in our weekly print edition 
and online. 

UCLA: Westboro Baptist Church Protests at UCLA  (Daily Bruin)

A group of six picketers from the Westboro Baptist Church were seen 
holding picket signs near the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs on 
Monday morning. In response, a group of roughly 20 counter-protestors 
appeared, bearing pro-LGBTQ+ signs while blasting music from a speaker; 
law enforcement, spectators and university officials gathered across the 
street. According to a member of the Westboro Baptist Church, the group 
was at UC Los Angeles to preach and warn people about the Bible.  

UCLA: New Immigration Law Center To Open at UCLA 
Following Alumni Donation (Daily Bruin)

Following a $5 million donation from a former UC Los Angeles 
School of Law alumna and her husband, the law school launched a new 
immigration center on Feb. 6 to expand its work with Southern California 
immigration law organizations and publish policy reports. The new center 
will also focus on improving the law school’s existing immigration law 
programs and host faculty-led trips to the Texas-Mexico border. 

UC San Diego: Engineering Students Receive Mass Spam 
Emails (The Guardian)

Undergraduate UC San Diego engineering students were f looded with 
emails on Jan. 30 after a stream of unwanted spam made its way into 
their accounts — the result of a f law within the university’s mass email 
feature. The emails came from various websites such as LinkedIn, Tinder 
and Christian Mingle, all of which were meant for a person under the 
pseudonym of Joseph Hawk. To prevent this from happening again, the 
UCSD Office of Engineering and Computing forwent its automatic sending 
feature in favor of manually combing through each and every mass email. 

UC Berkeley: Student Government Votes “No” on Resolution 
That Would Condemn Bears for Palestine (Daily Californian)

The ASUC University and External Affairs Committee at UC Berkeley 
voted against a bill on Feb. 10 that would condemn Bears for Palestine for 
its cubicle display in Eshleman Hall, the Daily Cal reported. Students on 
both sides of the argument were present for the meeting’s public comment, 
with the majority in support of Palestine. Many students were critical of 
the student government’s bill, some of whom labeled the vote as an act 
of “hate” and were “deeply disappointed” by its decision to even consider 
condemning Bears for Palestine.   

UC Berkeley: People’s Park Open House Interrupted by Protestors 
(Daily Californian)

The first of three open houses for a proposed housing project at People’s 
Park near UC Berkeley, was met with resistance after a group of roughly 
50 protestors rallied against its development throughout the event. The 
protestors formed a large circle, sang, played instruments and gave a series 
of speeches in opposition to the housing project — while also providing a 
list of alternative spaces for the project that they believe would better suit 
the needs of the community. If built, the People’s Park development would 
provide 1,200 beds for undergraduate students and 75 to 125 permanent 
living spaces for houseless individuals.

Nadia Lee Abushanab
Reporter

When fourth-year hydrologic 
sciences major Ivan Gonzalez first 
came to UC Santa Barbara, he 
said he was excited to have easy 
access to outdoor activities like 
surfing and hiking, but he started 
to notice that the environmental 
spaces that he loved were not 
very diverse. 

“I felt like a black sheep,” he 
said. “The surfing community can 
be very tight-knit and territorial. I 
didn’t feel seen there.”

Gonzalez said he wanted to 
find a way for all students to 
have access to the outdoors 
regardless of economic, social 
and structural barriers, so he 
created Making Adventure 
Possible for All Students, known 
around campus as MAPAS. 

MAPAS, established in 
November 2017, is a club 
dedicated to diversifying 
the outdoors and fostering 
stewardship for the environment, 
Gonzalez said. He founded the 
organization with the intention 
of creating a welcoming 
community and increasing 
opportunities for marginalized 
groups to experience outdoor 
adventures. 

Outdoor activities tend to 
be homogenous and exclude 
underrepresented groups, 
Gonzalez said. Outdoor gear is 
expensive and purchasing the 

equipment required to participate 
in adventures is not feasible for 
some students, he added. 

Gonzalez said he does 
not believe that the outdoor 
community intentionally excludes 
marginalized groups, but that 
there are structural factors that 
can limit access to these spaces, 
and it is important to recognize 
and address those factors.  

“People’s parents have to work, 
they don’t have access to the 
outdoors, maybe they live in 
cities,” Gonzalez pointed out. 
He also noted the lack of public 
transit to natural spaces, such 
as national parks, as a further 
limitation on who is able to visit 
those spaces. 

While he acknowledged groups 
who aim to make adventuring 
more affordable for students, like 
UCSB Adventure Programs and 
Excursion Club, Gonzalez said 
MAPAS was created to address a 
deeper problem.

“UCSB has really robust 
opportunities for adventure,” 
MAPAS Outdoors Chair and 
f ifth-year psychology major 
Phoebe Rogers said. “At f irst 
glance, it’s easy to see the barrier 
just being a paywall, but it’s more 
than that for us. MAPAS is trying 
to carve a space where people 
of color and people from diverse 
backgrounds feel like the space 
was made for them.” 

The idea for an all-inclusive 
outdoor community club f irst 

came to Gonzalez from a surfing 
trip. While out on the water 
one morning, Gonzalez said an 
exchange student from Mexico 
paddled up to him and they 
immediately connected with one 
another through sharing tips and 
stories about surfing. 

“He looked like me,” Gonzalez 
said. “I remember thinking, ‘Is 
this how everyone else feels? Is 
this how it always feels to have a 
community out here?’” 

To hold onto that feeling and 
to encourage more diversity in 
the surfing community, Gonzalez 
had the idea to create a Latinx 
surfing team. But after a while, 
he decided he wanted the club to 
include all outdoor activities, not 
just surfing. 

In addition to breaking the 
opportunity gap and diversifying 
the outdoors, Gonzalez said 
he wanted to bring people into 
the outdoors to foster greater 
environmental stewardship, 
further the conversation of 
environmental justice and raise 
awareness of the inequitable 
environmental burdens people 
of color and low-income 
communities experience. 

“I care about environmental 
issues. I’m in love with the 
outdoors; why wouldn’t I want 
to take care of it?” Gonzalez said. 

After recruiting others who 
were passionate about this 
issue, Gonzalez said MAPAS 
secured funding from faculty and 

community members through 
a GoFundMe and applied for 
grants through the UCSB Healthy 
Campus Network. MAPAS uses 
these funds to purchase and rent 
outdoor gear, purchase food, 
campsites and permits, he said. 

So far, MAPAS has organized 
several hikes, kayaking trips, 
climbing events and volunteer 
restoration projects as well as 
a backpacking trip to Big Sur. 
MAPAS also hosts potlucks for 
its members to foster a sense 
of community and create 
opportunities for connection, 
which Rogers said is the ultimate 
goal of the organization. 

“It’s clear to see what kind of 
community we are building, and 
how different that feels compared 
to other spaces on campus,” 
Rogers said. 

“All of our events feel really 
familial, and it’s different when 
you have an intention and a 
purpose coming together. There’s 
more of an energy to it,” she 
added.  

Going forward, Rogers 
said MAPAS has plans to 
continue with its “Demystifying 
Backpacking” workshop series 
to share information about 
backpacking. In the workshop, 
more experienced MAPAS 
members get together with first-
time backpackers to break down 
and explain everything one needs 
to know about backpacking, from 
what gear to bring to how to 
purify water to what to do about 
going to the bathroom. 

MAPAS also has plans to 
include professors in its trips to 
break down the “student-faculty 
ivory tower barrier,” Rogers said. 
By going on a hike with a professor, 
Gonzalez hopes that students can 
make connections with faculty 
outside of the classroom and 
learn about different research and 
academic opportunities. 

Gonzalez hopes MAPAS will 
be an inspiration for other UCs to 
create their own version of the club 
and eventually have a widespread 
community that encourages 
diversity in the outdoors across 
different campuses. 

“MAPAS aims to address the 
lack of diversity in outdoor spaces 
and bring more people into the 
conversation,” Gonzalez said. 

“Our intention is to be a 
launchpad,” Rogers said. “Our 
goal is for our members to 
build the skills so that they feel 
comfortable putting themselves 
into outdoor spaces and breaking 
down the barriers together so 
that those spaces don’t feel so 
intimidating and closed off.”

Adventure for All — UCSB Club 
MAPAS Provides Opportunities for All 
Students To Experience the Outdoors

Making Adventures Possible for All Students, established in 2017 by current fourth-year student Ivan 
Gonzalez, is dedicated to diversifying the outdoors and fostering stewardship for the environment.

Courtesy of Nadia Abushanab
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Want To Watch Porn With Your 
Professors? Take Sociology 152A

Sean Crommelin
Copy Editor

Soc 152A: Sociology of Human 
Sexuality needs no introduction.

A class which has existed in its 
current iteration for more than 
four decades, it is taught by the 
Baldwins, a pair of professors who 
are, at this point, a fixture of UC 
Santa Barbara’s campus culture. 
They are as ubiquitous as “Daddy 
Yang.”  

In short, the Baldwins are 
iconic. 

Besides being the eternal 
instructors for Soc 152A, they are 
also co-authors of its textbook, 
“Discovering Human Sexuality,” 
along with Simon LeVay, and are 
the creators of SexInfo Online, a 
sex-education website established 
in 2003.

Hailing from Ohio, Janice and 
John Baldwin originally worked 
as primatologists, studying a 
wide variety of animals including 
howler monkeys and squirrel 
monkeys and publishing scientific 
articles on their social behavior. 

While the couple performed 
f ieldwork in the rainforests 
of Central and South America 
during the 1960s, Janice found 
herself taken aback by the 
social and economic disparities 
between men and women and the 
lackadaisical approaches to family 
planning that they observed. 

“I just saw so many women that 
had no control over their bodies,” 
Janice said. 

“We were seeing these people 
who were having 10 babies per 
family, 15 babies per family, 20 
babies per family and Janice and 
I thought, ‘This is unsustainable.’ 
We came back [to the U.S.] and 
we wanted to get involved with 
Planned Parenthood,” John said. 

While working with Planned 
Parenthood in Santa Barbara, 
Janice gave lectures on birth 
control methods to young women. 
Then, while both Baldwins were 
working at UCSB, the opportunity 
arose to teach a course on human 
sexuality.

“When this course came up and 
we were told, ‘You could teach a 
course here at UCSB on human 
sexuality,’ I was like, ‘Yeah, that 
would be neat, given our prior 
interests,’ and Janice already was 
capable of teaching all the birth 
control methods. So it’s like, 
‘Alright, we’ve got one foot in the 
door. Let’s put all four of our feet 
in,’” John said. 

For two decades, the Baldwins 
spent their time f ine-tuning 
the coursework for Soc 152A. 
They drew feedback from 
students in order to figure out 
what undergraduates wanted to 
prioritize in the broad subject of 
human sexuality, whether it be 
sociology, relationships, sexually 
transmitted diseases or the 
physiology and anatomy of the 
human sexual response. 

“Initially, we had some dead 
ends as we stumbled around, 
trying to figure out what to do. 
Eventually we came up with a 
questionnaire where [in] the last 
lecture every quarter, we would 
ask, ‘What would you like us 
to expand? What would you 
like to shrink down?’ Eventually 
everything started to stabilize 
out,” John said. 

Throughout this process, Soc 
152A evolved to more heavily 
emphasize the subject of sexual 
health and the sociology of healthy 
relationships, while putting less 
time into anthropology and 
general biology. 

“[Students] aren’t that interested 

in sexual variations across different 
cultures,” Janice explained. 

“We personally thought the 
stuff was fascinating. We read 
so many studies in anthropology, 
and thought, ‘Oh my God! They 
do it so differently!’ I mean, every 
culture is f illed with amazing 
examples of how different people 
treat sex and gender across 
the planet. We just got excited 
— but the students weren’t that 
interested,” John said. 

During this time in the early ‘70s, 
Soc 152A also grew into a much 
larger class, from 100 students to 
150, before the Baldwins moved 
to Lotte Lehmann Concert 
Hall, teaching 300 students. 
Then, f inally, they 
made the leap to 
Campbell Hall — with 
its capability to shine 
enormous projections 
of the labia, the 
vas deferens, 
e j a c u l a t i o n 
and the female 
orgasm — all 
while lecturing to 
600 to 650 students 
at once.

Over the decades of teaching 
the course, some subjects would 
vary from year to year, finding 
time in the limelight before 
dropping completely off the radar. 

“There are fads, you know. 
There was a fad of changing the 
minor lips [of the labia], going 
through surgery to get them 
cosmetically changed. Now the 
big thing is they get implants 
in your butt. That’s bigger than 
breast implants,” Janice said.

From the Baldwins’ perspective, 
having two people onstage in 
Campbell Hall improves students’ 
understanding of concepts taught 
while also preventing them from 

misinterpreting what 
any one person says. After all, 
sexuality is a topic which can spur 
strong reactions and brings with it 
some baggage, Janice said.

“There are so many people in 
the room that are sensitive to 
this. And I think if John said 
some of the things he says, and I 
wasn’t there, people could take it 
incorrectly,” Janice said. 

“[Soc 152A] does cover 
some delicate topics. We think 
it’s important to have tools so 
that people don’t think that 
John’s teaching this from a male 
perspective —”

“— or wonder whether Janice is 
a radical feminist,” John added. 

“Those issues don’t 
come up much when we’re doing 
it together,” Janice said. 

Even in an era more liberal and 
open than when the class was 
initially taught, and even with 
the advent of the internet and 
online resources for sex education 
— which the Baldwins themselves 
have contributed to — there is still 
a place for Soc 152A.

“We have a lot of people 
like international students … 
people from homes in which sex 
is not talked about, from very 
conservative backgrounds,” Janice 
said, adding that “it’s amazing 
how many people still benefit by 
taking Soc 152A.”

The Baldwins also found that 
in teaching a class like Soc 152A, 
their own relationship benefits. It 
has given them the ability to put 
a name onto all of the different 
feelings and elements which make 
up a loving relationship. 

“Once you can verbalize things, 
you can plan things out a little bit 
better and make sure that you’ve 
got it really as good as you can 
make it,” John said. “In the old 
days, 50 years ago, there would 
have been Freudian speculation 
about love and relationships 
because it really wasn’t the science 
of love.”

“But now there really is a 
science of love and relationships.”

UCAL.US/REGISTER

Soc 152A evolved to more heavily emphasize the subject of 
sexual health and the sociology of healthy relationships, while 
putting less time into anthropology and general biology. 
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Megan Ramsey
Reporter

“The words ‘guilty’ echoed so 
many times in that courtroom I lost 
count.” 

That was the reality for Yusef 
Salaam, one of the Exonerated 
Five, known more commonly as 
the Central Park Five. Salaam 
spoke to 600 people at Corwin 
Pavilion on Tuesday evening about 
his experiences with the criminal 
justice system in a talk titled “‘From 
‘The Central Park Five’ to ‘The 
Exonerated Five.’”

Salaam, along with four other 

teenagers, was wrongly convicted 
at 15 years old for the rape and 
assault of 28-year-old Trisha Meili 
in April 1989. He spent six years 
and eight months in prison before 
the real perpetrator — Matias Reyes 
— confessed. In 2002, Salaam and 
the rest of the Central Park Five 
were exonerated.

Following their release from 
prison, the exonerated five received 
a settlement of $41 million from 
New York City in 2014. In 2019, the 
limited series “When They See Us” 
was released on Netflix, tracing 
the story of their convictions and 
bringing their cases back into the 

limelight.
During his talk on Tuesday, 

Salaam talked about his experience 
in prison, describing the Clinton 
Correctional Facility, which he was 
transferred to in 1995, as one of the 
hardest prisons in New York state. 
It was there where he met members 
of the Black Panther Party who told 
him that he was the 1,113th new 
prisoner in the span of two months, 
Salaam said.

Stemming from his experience 
at the facility, Salaam emphasized 
in his talk that he believed the 13th 
Amendment needs to be reformed 
in order to fix the criminal justice 

system.
“The true meaning and 

understanding of the 13th 
Amendment cannot truly be 
understood until you look at it 
in a light of the prison industrial 
complex,” Salaam said. 

“Many of us come from 
communities where we have been 
told that we are going to be dead or 
in jail before we reach the age of 21. 
And more importantly, we actually 
believe that,” he continued. 

Salaam focused on the 
disproportionate rates of 
incarceration of people of color 
during his talk, noting that the 13th 
Amendement allowed slavery to 
continue to exist. 

“They said, ‘Okay, we’re going 
to figure out how we’re going to 
keep slavery by just adding it to 
the 13th Amendment and we’re 
going to make sure that they don’t 
even realize that slavery is alive and 
well until they get caught by the 
system,’” Salaam said.

Salaam said that society needs 
more people fighting on the 
inside and outside of the criminal 
justice system in order to eliminate 
systemic injustice towards people of 
color. He added that as long as the 
13th Amendment states that slavery 
is acceptable as a punishment for 
crime, people of color will remain 
marginalized and subjected to 
injustice under Constitutional 
oppression. 

“People who are exonerated 
receive no services as return 
citizens. As a matter of fact, when 
I left prison, the officer literally said 

to me, ‘I’ll see you later,’” Salaam 
said.

“When you go to jail, you have 
two options. You can either do 
time or let time do you. And if you 
let time do you, you become an 
accident in time.”

Salaam recounted the Exonerated 
Five’s time in the courtroom, 
particularly when they were 
convicted and given no time to say 
goodbye to their families. 

“Every single day I would go to 
court and I would face a mob of 
angry eyes, peeling my life apart, 
describing me in ways that I had 
not known, and had not accepted. 
To me, the American Dream was 
still alive. There was still something 
to attain. I had not yet truly 
understood this nightmare that I 
had woken to,” Salaam said.

Six months into his sentence, 
Salaam said an officer asked him a 
question that changed the trajectory 
of his life.

“The most powerful question 
that was asked of me — ‘Who are 
you?’ — I began to unravel the riddle 
of me,” Salaam said. 

“Society tends to tell young people 
in particular, you’re worth nothing. 
And if young people believe that, 
they begin to move about their life 
as if they were a mistake. But you’re 
worth everything and you matter,” 
he added. 

Salaam said that he used the 
perseverance and strength that 
his mother gave him to stand up 
for himself when he was on trial. 
He recalled speaking the words 
of Malcolm X, followed by a rap 

poem he wrote, which resulted in 
a furious judge and a news article 
titled “Salaam Baloney.”

“Dr. Maya Angelou provided us 
some advice before she left this 
world. She said you should be 
angry, but you must not be bitter. 
She said bitterness is like a cancer. 
It eats upon the host,” Salaam said.

“She says so use that anger. You 
dance it. You march it. You vote it. 
You vote it. You vote it. You write it. 
She says you do everything about it. 
And then she says you talk it. Never 
stop talking about it,” he continued. 

In 1989, now-President Donald 
Trump put out ads in several daily 
newspapers with the headline 
“Bring Back the Death Penalty. 
Bring Back Our Police!” in reference 
to the alleged crimes of the five 
teenage boys, Salaam told the 
audience. 

After his exoneration, Salaam 
recalled trying on suits for a job 
interview and unknowingly wore 
a Trump suit — which he quickly 
threw off once discovering its 
maker. 

“You have to surgically remove 
whatever it is that’s holding you 
down because imagine me one day 
waking up, turning on the news and 
the man who took out a full page 
ad calling for the state to kill us is 
the president of the United States. If 
I keep thinking about him, and the 
apology that I want, I’ll be living a 
miserable life,” Salaam said. 

“[Forgiveness] allows you to 
move forward and release all the 
negativity and pain that’s holding 
you back.”
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Christina Muoio
Staff Writer 

Beginning next school year, 
Tropicana Del Norte — an Isla 
Vista housing complex owned 
by UC Santa Barbara — will 
exclusively house Santa Barbara 
City College students, breaking 
an over a decade-long tradition 
of housing students from both 
schools in the same buildings. 

Tropicana Gardens, the 
counterpart to Tropicana Del 
Norte, will now solely house UC 
Santa Barbara students. 

The shift in housing is motivated 
by the different schedules of the 
two schools, said Dave Wilcox, 
executive director of Tropicana 
Student Living, which manages 
the two properties. Santa Barbara 
City College (SBCC) runs on 
a semester system, starting in 
August and ending in May, while 
UCSB works on a quarter system, 
starting in late September and 
ending in June. 

“After evaluating our numbers 
over the past couple of years, 
[Tropicana Student Living] 
decided that it was best for 
all parties to make a change 
to better support both sets of 

students,” Wilcox said. 
“Now, with all the students [in 

one dorm] attending the same 
school, everyone can start and 
end at the same time,” he added.  

Wilcox emphasized that there 
will be no change in the number 
of SBCC students and UCSB 
students living in Tropicana 
Student Living overall. 

“We aren’t adding anything or 
taking anything away,” Wilcox 
said. “Overall, we expect our 
SBCC student numbers and 

UCSB student numbers to stay 
roughly the same, with 300 
SBCC and 600 UCSB students.”  

SBCC students have been 
housed in Tropicana for over 
20 years, Wilcox explained. The 
city college doesn’t have any 
residence halls near its campus, 
which is located in downtown 
Santa Barbara, so Tropicana 
has housed SBCC students who 
want a residence hall experience, 
Wilcox said. To get to school, 
SBCC students can take the 

Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District line 15X from 
Tropicana Del Norte, he added.

Regardless of the housing 
change, Wilcox said that 
incoming UCSB and SBCC 
students will receive the exact 
same residence hall experience 
as students have had in the past.

“Now we can provide more 
direct services that are 100% 
geared towards their specif ic 
school,” Wilcox said. 

Tropicana Student Living 
talked with both SBCC and 
UCSB administration to inform 
them of the decision and to see 
if there could be any negative 
impacts, but “everyone we spoke 
with all saw the benef its of 
making this shift,” Wilcox said. 

Tropicana Del Norte is 
currently being advertised 
to SBCC students on the 
university’s website under the 
housing section, according to 
Wilcox. As opposed to living in a 
house or apartment in Isla Vista, 
downtown Santa Barbara or 
the general Santa Barbara area, 
Wilcox said, “if SBCC students 
want to have a residence hall 
experience, Tropicana is the only 
option available to them.” 

Tropicana Del Norte To Exclusively 
House SBCC Students in 2020-21

From “The Central Park Five” to “The Exonerated Five”: 
Yusef Salaam Speaks at UC Santa Barbara About 

Criminal Justice System, Being Exonerated

SBCC doesn’t have any residence halls near its campus, so Tropicana 
has housed SBCC students who want a residence hall experience.
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 In 2019, the limited series “When They See Us” was released on Netflix, tracing the story of their convictions 
and bringing their cases back into the limelight.
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HOPR Bike Share, a bicycle 
rental service that has operated 
on the UC Santa Barbara campus 
and in Isla Vista since September 
2018, has ended its contract with 
the university and plans to leave 
during spring break of this year.

The bike share service arrived 
in the area a little over a year 
ago in early September, after 
partnering with UCSB for a 
three-year contract. However, the 
contract allowed HOPR to cancel 
at any time, as long as it gives 
the university 60-day notice, 
according to Chelsea Davidoff, a 
HOPR representative. 

“The main challenge was 
economic, ridership revenue is 
not enough to pay the bills. This 
is true for most transit modes,” 
Davidoff said. 

Although HOPR’s ridership 
was not considered a problem, 
revenue from riders was not 
suff icient enough to cover 
operating costs, according 
to James Wagner, program 
manager for the Transportation 
Alternatives Program (T.A.P.) at 
UCSB. 

Most bicycle-share programs 
on college campuses need 

subsidies to survive and keep their 
rates affordable to customers, due 
to the expensive cost of buying 
and maintaining shared bicycles, 
Wagner said.

“The HOPR contract 
contemplated securing a sponsor 
but since they didn’t get one, the 
program was not economically 
feasible. As such they requested 
to cancel the contract,” Wagner 
said.

UCSB T.A.P. plans to replace 
HOPR’s service with another 
bicycle rental company, BCycle, 
in the future, Wagner said. 

Transportation & Parking 
Services currently does not have 
room in its budget to front the 
cost for a bicycle-share program, 
Wagner said. HOPR did not 
initially ask for a subsidy because 
it expected to secure a sponsor, 
which is why it was contracted, 
Davidoff added.

“HOPR provided an option 
to the University to sponsor or 
subsidize the program as part of 
the transportation budget, but 
this budget was not available,” 
Wagner said. 

“We may open another request 
for proposals (RFP) to see if other 
bicycle share vendors are willing 
to provide bicycle share at no 
cost to the university besides user 

fees,” he added.
UCSB was recently recognized 

as a Platinum-level Bicycle 
Friendly University by the League 
of American Bicyclists. Part of 
this recognition is due to the 
large number of bicycles available 
to share on campus through 
HOPR, according to Wagner. 

HOPR remains in other cities 
and universities throughout the 
country where it has found more 
economic success, such as UC 
Los Angeles, the University of 

South Florida and the cities 
of Santa Monica, Atlanta and 
Orlando, according to Davidoff. 

Davidoff said that despite the 
early contract termination, HOPR 
leaves UCSB thankful for the 
opportunity from the university 
and support from students.

“I hope they f ind a budget for 
bike share, students love it, it 
is affordable, healthy, fun and 
environmentally friendly. If there 
is a will, there’s always a way,” 
Davidoff said.

Hopping Off: HOPR Bike Program 
Decides To Leave Campus

Interactive Campus 
Map Will Relaunch 

After Geography 
Department 

Receives Additional 
Funding

Madeline Myers
Reporter

The UC Santa Barbara 
Department of Geography’s 
Interactive Campus Map, 
which shut down due to a 
lack of university resources and 
staff, will relaunch once the 
department receives additional 
funding. 

When news of the map’s 
termination in early January 
circulated among the student 
body on social media, students 
expressed frustration at the 
termination of the long-standing 
tool. But the data it used to 
function has since become 
outdated, explained Matthew 
Hall, associate vice chancellor 
for information technology 
and chief information off icer 
at UCSB. 

He added that most of the 
map’s original operators have 
also since left the university. 

“Due to the age of the 
infrastructure and some 
complex conf iguration issues, 
staff members with skills sets 
that we previously had, who 
understood the nuances of the 
conf iguration, are no longer 
here at UCSB,” Hall said. 

“It’s grown to a point where 
we need to staff and license it 
appropriately.” 

The map began as a joint 
academic project between 
the geography department 
and other data providers on 
campus to locate lecture halls, 
classrooms, food establishments 
and hydration stations as well 
as parking structures and 
meters, according to Hall. 

While the map was opened 
to the UCSB community in 

February 2013, early stages 
of its development began in 
2008 under the leadership of 
Dylan Parenti, the information 
technology manager of the 
geography department at the 
time. According to a Nexus 
article published in 2013, the 
map relies on multiple layers 
of software which combine to 
make the map a multifaceted 
geographical tool.    

Addit ional ly, the map 
featured interactive tools, 
including self-guided tours 
through natural spaces like the 
Campus Lagoon and lists of 
the energy consumptions of 
various buildings. 

Andrea Estrada, university 
spokesperson, sa id that 
discussions are now ongoing 
about “the best way to create 
and maintain tools and 
resources for navigating the 
university and real time and 
helping to ensure the best 
campus experience for students, 
faculty, staff and visitors.” 

While Hall and his team 
await the approval and funding 
they need to relaunch the map, 
they are working to improve 
certain elements of it, such as 
its access to the Environmental 
Systems Research Institute and 
Aeronautical Reconnaissance 
Cover a ge  Geog r aph ic 
I n fo r m a t ion  Sy s t e m , 
information databases that 
provide geographic data, Hall 
said. 

And while the geography 
department’s site does not 
specify a relaunch date, Hall 
remains hopeful. 

Once the funding comes 
through, “we’ll be right back at 
it,” he said. 

$2.7 Million New Router Installation 
To Improve Data Capacity and 

Internet Speed Under Way at UCSB
Jackson Guilfoil
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara is currently 
in the process of installing 10 new 
routers on campus in an effort to 
increase the campus data capacity 
tenfold and to improve the speed 
of on-campus internet. 

The $2.7 million upgrade 
from 10 to 100 gigabit links is 
set to be completed in April, 
but buildings such as the 
University Library could see 
immediate improvements in data 
transmission speed, according to 
Kevin Schmidt, UCSB’s director of 
Enterprise Technology Services, 
who is in charge of the router 
replacement project. 

However, Schmidt said that 
there will not be a very noticeable 
immediate impact on internet 
speeds in most other parts of 
campus. 

Although the previous router 
installation was in 2010, the rapid 
progression of technology in the 
past decade has increased demand 
for larger data usage, according to 
Schmidt. 

“The center part of our network 
… is operating at speeds that 
were f ine for its day, but the 
aggregate demand that we have 

is large enough that in order to 
support the future of this campus’ 
teaching research and community 
service mission, we must upgrade 
this,” Schmidt said.

The new routers should meet 
demand for data transmission on 
campus for the next five to seven 
years, according to Schmidt, at 
which point they will have to be 
upgraded again.

The $2.7 million used for the 
project includes the cost of the 
routers, labor for installation and 
maintenance for over the next 
seven years. 

The UCSB data network 
will be down during the router 
installation from 3 a.m. to 6 a.m. 
on the following Wednesdays: 
Feb. 26, March 4, April 1, 8, 15, 
22 and 29. 

By increasing the capacity of 
the data network, Schmidt said 
the data transmission speed at 
individual buildings can then be 
improved. 

If data speeds in specif ic 
buildings were increased without 
building more data capacity, it 
would be like making “really big 
roads that lead right into a two-
lane highway,” Schmidt said. 

“What we want to do first is 
make the highway bigger, and 

then we’ll make the streets out 
to the residential neighborhoods 
larger,” Schmidt added, referring 
to various other buildings on 
campus as the “residential 
neighborhoods.”

While the time span for 
replacing the new routers is 
listed as three hours, the actual 
installations could be as short 
at 15 minutes, decreasing the 
amount of time the network is 
down, according to Schmidt.

An upgraded network could also 
facilitate easier use of multimedia 
teaching materials, such as video, 
according to Rich Wolski, a 
professor in the computer science 
department at UCSB. Video 
uses such a large amount of data 
relative to other internet uses that 
the campus will “overwhelmingly” 
notice the upgrade in the form of 
faster video loading speeds, he 
added.

“If you were to go to another 
research school, you would 
expect 10 gigabit networking to 
be present, you might not expect 
100 [gigabits],” Wolski said. 

Beyond internet usage, data 
transmissions on campus can 
typically be from researchers 
downloading information from 
NASA satellites, according to 

Schmidt. Information downloaded 
can include weather patterns and 
ocean temperatures over periods 
of time.  

The next step in the project is 
to evaluate the data connections 
between the central network and 
the service in individual buildings, 
according to Schmidt. 

“We fixed the highway that 
brings us into the city, and then 
we need to look at those roads 
that lead off the highway into the 
neighborhoods,” he said.

Although HOPR’s ridership was not considered a problem, revenue 
from riders was not sufficient enough to cover operating costs.
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The actions at UCSB are also part 
of a greater UC-wide cost-of-living 
adjustment movement, as UCSC 

graduate students began a wildcat 
strike Monday morning, indefinitely 

stopping office hours, teaching 
classes and grading until the 

university agrees to their demands.

Continued from p.1
COLA Across UCs

Continued from p.1
UCSB COLA

and another than would provide a 
$2,500 a year housing supplement or 
fellowship for those in need. 

But Komori called the offers “insuf-
ficient,” and said that showed, to her, 
that the university “doesn’t take our 
demands seriously at all.” 

She added that the last she heard, 
administration would be starting “dis-
ciplinary action against the strike.” 
Several graduate students posted to 
social media about receiving disci-
plinary hearing summons and formal 
warning letters. 

As of Monday, upwards of 1,500 
UCSC undergraduate students have 
also signed a petition in support of 
their graduate students, Komori said. 

Komori said the university is now 
refusing to meet with the striking 
graduate students now that they are 
“carrying out an unsanctioned strike.” 

The movement has been updating 
through the Twitter account @payus-
moreucsc and on the website payus-
moreucsc.com. In an email statement, 
UC Office of the President Associate 
Director for Media Relations Andrew 
Gordon said the strike at UCSC is 
“illegal” and that it “does not further 
the discussion on how to increase 
housing affordability for student 
employees.” 

UC San Diego: 
UC San Diego’s COLA movement 

began last year, when the university’s 
Housing, Dining and Hospitality Unit 
— the equivalent of UCSB’s Housing, 
Dining & Auxiliary Enterprises — 
planned to increase graduate stu-
dents’ rents for on-campus apart-
ments, according to Celine Khoury, 
a doctoral student in literature and 
recording secretary within the San 

Diego chapter of United Automobile 
Workers (UAW) Local 2865, the 
UC-wide union representing gradu-
ate students. 

Graduate students held a housing 
march to protest the plan, but the unit 
raised the price of rent regardless. 

It was out of this momentum that 
the UCSD COLA movement formed, 
Khoury said. 

“Our [graduate students] make up 
15% of our workforce,” Khoury said. 
“UCSD has the largest number of 
academic employees out of all of the 
UCs.” 

According to a UCSD COLA 
fact sheet posted to the movement’s 
Twitter account, graduate teaching 
assistants made $2,434 a month, and 
a majority of them paid over 42% of 
their monthly wages in rent. 

Khoury described the UCSD 
COLA moment as very “grassroots” 
and “collaborative,” explaining that 
there are a number of members of 
the UCSD COLA movement that 
are also involved with the UCSD 
Graduate Student Association (GSA) 
and the campus union, UAW 2865. 

Earlier this week, the UCSD GSA 
unanimously passed a resolution that 
supported both the striking UCSC 
workers as well as any future action 
taken by graduate students at UC San 
Diego, she said. 

On Monday, approximately 80 
members of the UCSD COLA move-
ment, alongside a few campus groups 
and undergraduates, held a “peaceful 
march” across campus. 

The group made its way to UCSD 
Chancellor Pradeep Khosla’s office, 
where they planned on delivering 
their demands, which include provid-

ing all student workers with housing 
stipends that translate to between 
$1,400 and $3,100 a month; lower-
ing rent on all existing on-campus 
housing; and building affordable on-
campus housing for the future. 

But Khosla didn’t open the door, 
Khoury said. 

Instead, organizers “chanted the 
letter” and, before they left, “taped all 
of our signs to the chancellor’s door 
and the [outside] walls of his office.” 
Now, they are waiting for the chan-
cellor to respond to their demands. 
The UCSD COLA movement also 
held a public forum Wednesday 
night, open to all students and faculty, 
to provide updates on the UC-wide 
COLA rallies. 

The movement has been posting 
online under the Twitter account @
ColaUcsd. 

UC Davis: 
Emily Rich, a doctoral student 

in English at UC Davis, said the 
UCD COLA movement began in 
December, in solidarity with the 
UCSC COLA movement. Several 
other UC COLA movements also 
held rallies in solidarity with UCSC 
on the same day. 

“Our initial purpose was to just 
try and support them, but we pretty 
quickly, like a lot of other campuses, 
were realizing that we have a lot of 
similar problems that Santa Cruz is 
having … so we used that first event 
as a jumping off point.” 

Rich said the movement is cur-
rently composed of a smaller group 
of graduate students rather than an 
entire organization. They plan to 
attend their UCD GSA meeting and 

talk to the local union members about 
how to broaden the movement, Rich 
said, and they’re also starting to reach 
out to undergraduates as well. 

Moving forward, Rich is hoping 
they can draft a list of demands that 
also would help with equity between 
departments or guaranteed summer 
funding. 

A few members of the UCD COLA 
movement also travelled to UC 
Santa Cruz to support the strikers; 
according to the @ucd4cola Twitter 
account, one of the UCD COLA 
organizers was among those arrested 
during the Wednesday UCSC COLA 
strike. 

The movement has been posting 
online under the Twitter account @
ucd4cola. 

UC Berkeley: 
Tara Phillips, UAW 2865 and UC 

Berkeley COLA organizer, said the 
COLA movement at UC Berkeley is 
“still in its infancy,” noting that it was 
difficult to get a COLA movement 
off the ground because the campus 
union wasn’t supportive of the move-
ment “until recently.” 

The movement’s first action was 
in December, she said, when around 
70 people held a solidarity rally for 
UCSC strikers. 

“[We] talked about how difficult it 
is to get by here, how precarious the 
lives of grad students are because pay 
is so low and rent is so high,” Phillips 
said. “Folks were talking about land-
lord abuse and the inability to pay for 
medical treatment, loans that folks 
need to take out just to supplement 
their income… [but] also how much 
we love teaching, and that we wish 

the university valued it more.” 
Phillips said that while most gradu-

ate students pay 50% or more of their 
wages on rent, that payment only 
lasts for 10 months of the year — nine 
months for the UC campuses on the 
quarter system — and most students 
“have to scramble over the summer 
to get rent money together, because 
teaching is not guaranteed in the 
summer.” 

“We’re living very stressful, finan-
cially precarious lives for a long time,” 
she said, adding that she believes the 
university has done a “very poor job” 
in terms of equity across the various 
UC Berkeley departments. 

UC Berkeley’s Graduate Assembly 
– the equivalent of UCSB’s GSA – 
and UAW 2863 passed a resolution in 
support of the UCSC strike last week, 
she added.

Moving forward, Phillips said the 
movement is “just starting to map 
out what the future looks like for us, 
and how to keep building that move-
ment.” 

“We’re sort of in this educational 
phase … but ideally we’d like to be 
able to turn out a lot of graduate 
students to a general assembly, and 
discuss collectively what we want, 
what our demands look like, and how 
to pressure the administration to give 
us a COLA.” 

She added that UAW 2865 came 
up with a projected COLA for UC 
Berkeley to bring students out of rent 
burden — $2,103, the highest number 
so far across the UCs. 

The movement has been posting 
on the Facebook page “Cal COLA: 
Pay Us More UCB.” 

UC Los Angeles: 
UCLA GSA President Zak Fisher, 

who attends UCLA School of Law, 
explained that after UCSC students 
went on strike, the conversation of a 
UCLA COLA became a “hot topic 
of conversation.” He noted, however, 
that there is “no official club” for a 
UCLA COLA.

“I’ve seen this campus today engag-
ing this important question of, ‘How 
do we fight for a cost-of-living adjust-
ment or for cost-of-living issues more 
generally?’ I haven’t met a graduate 
student yet who said, ‘No way, we get 
paid enough, what are you doing?’”

Fisher said that he ran for GSA 
president on a platform of creating a 
cost-of-living adjustment for graduate 
students, among other issues. 

Currently, graduate students are 
spreading a survey around in hopes 
of getting a better idea of how rent-
burdened students are, he said.

As GSA president, Fisher said he 
has spoken to administrators about 
the issues that he ran on, but “they’ll 
give you lip service all day, saying 
‘Hey, these are important issues,’ but 
then you’ll meet with them three 
months later and say, ‘Oh, what have 
you done? Absolutely nothing.’” 

He added that he’s seen support 
from UCLA undergraduate students 
as well, noting that the undergradu-
ate student government and the GSA 
unanimously passed a resolution in 
support for UCSC strikers, demand-
ing that there be no retaliation. 

“Everyone is starting to realize, this 
is our collective fight and our collec-
tive struggle.” 

The movement has been posting 
under the Twitter handle @ucla4cola. 

After Emily read the demands 
aloud and several graduate students 
spoke regarding the need for 
COLA, the group marched from the 
University Library to the fifth floor 
of Cheadle Hall, where the students 
presented the list of demands to 
Executive Vice Chancellor David 
Marshall. 

Beyond asking for a COLA, the 
students’ demands included several 
stipulations: that the COLA amount 
will be recalculated annually to 
account for increases in housing 
costs, that a COLA will not come 
from an increase in graduate or 
undergraduate tuition, that the 
university will not retaliate in any 
form against those supporting or 
participating in the demand for a 
COLA and that the university will 
accommodate the higher financial 

needs of graduate students with 
children or dependent adults.  

The demand letter also 
emphasized the necessity of a COLA 
and explained that the amount comes 
from calculating average graduate 
student income and housing costs 
in the local area, to determine what 
amount is necessary per month to 
keep graduate students from rent 
burden.

The letter explained that the 
baseline for a rent burden is 31%, 
meaning that 31% or more of an 
individual’s income goes towards 
housing. However, the average 
rent burden for graduate students 
at UCSB is 51%, according to 
calculations by UAW 2865.  

The stipend necessary to alleviate 
rent burden at UCSB is the fourth-
highest stipend estimate in the UC 

system, behind Berkeley, Santa Cruz 
and Los Angeles, according to the 
UAW report. 

Graduate students earn their 
income from a variety of different 
funding sources, such as fellowships, 
grants, teaching assistant positions 
and research. Because sources of 
income vary from student to student 
and may change on a quarterly basis, 
UCSB graduate students emphasized 
in the demands letter that they are 
asking for a COLA that is dispersed 
each month throughout the year. 

All UCSB graduate students, 
“regardless of their graduate 

program, department, year in 
program, residence, visa category, 
documentation, funding source, and 
employment status,” will receive the 
same COLA amount, according to 
demands.  

In an email statement, UC Office 
of the President Associate Director 
for Media Relations Andrew Gordon 
stated that the strike at UCSC is 
“illegal,” adding that it “does not 
further the discussion on how to 
increase housing affordability for 
student employees.” 

Gordon said the university reached 
a four-year contract with UAW in 

August 2018 and that the contract is 
in place through June 2020. He said 
that “while the University does not 
plan to reopen the signed and ratified 
contract with UAW, we did recently 
hold a meeting to discuss legitimate 
student concerns regarding housing.” 

“UC appreciates the information 
provided by the UAW and the 
ongoing dialogue regarding 
affordable housing.”

In a statement from Graduate 
Division Dean Carol Genetti, 
courtesy of UCSB spokesperson 
Andrea Estrada, UCSB has 
worked with the Graduate Student 

Association to bring “a number of 
changes” to alleviate financial stress 
on students, and she “look[s] forward 
to conversations as we work together 
to find solutions.”

Now that the demands have been 
released to the university, UCSB 
graduate students will move forward 
with increasing awareness around 
the push for a COLA and negotiating 
with the university, with no plans in 
the works for a strike, according 
to multiple graduate students at 
previous COLA meetings.

Max Abrams contributed 
reporting.

Approximately 150 UC Santa Barbara graduate 
students marched to Cheadle Hall Monday 
afternoon, demanding that the university 

provide a cost-of-living adjustment. 

Graduate students have been organizing the demands since Jan. 21, when students held a “sick-out” in support of UC Santa Cruz.  
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SPORTS
The small-ball experiment 

seems to be working well for 
the Rockets — now Robert 

Covington can stand around and 
watch James Harden dribble for 

20 seconds.

Armchair QB
The baseball team kicks off its season this 
weekend with a three-game series against 
Sacramento State, with first pitch set for 

Friday at 5 p.m.

UCSB Baseball

Red-Hot Gauchos Look To Extend Win Streak Against Aggies
Spencer Ault
Staff Writer

After two huge victories last week, the UC Santa Barbara men’s 
basketball team is riding high. 

That could be an issue against UC Davis, whose record and small size 
make them easy to overlook.

While there’s no easy way to avoid overconfidence, the Gauchos 
have just the right tool to take advantage of the Aggies’ short stature: 
sophomore big-man Amadou Sow.

Sow, who earned Big West Player of the Week honors for his team-
leading performances in UCSB’s wins over Hawai’i and UC Irvine last 
week, is on a roll and ready to overwhelm UC Davis. The Aggies are 
10-15 overall this season and 4-5 in the Big West and have exactly one 
player over 6’3” who plays more than 20 minutes per game.

UC Irvine recently pulled off a season sweep of UC Davis and 
provided UCSB with a blueprint on how to do so. The Anteaters’ size 
was too much for the Aggies, whom they outscored 74-30 in the paint 
and outrebounded by a combined total of 25 rebounds.

Sow will get his chance to do similar damage on Thursday night 
in Davis. The sophomore is coming off of a dominant week that saw 
him set a career high for points with 30 in the Hawai’i game and then 
followed that up with a 21-point, 10-rebound performance against UC 
Irvine.

“Amadou has done a great job,” UCSB Head Coach Joe Pasternack 

said. “He’s had some poor basketball games, and he’s done an amazing 
job of recovering, and I’m really happy for him.”
 UC Davis’ lack of size presents opportunities not just for the Gaucho 
big men, but for the guards as well. Senior Max Heidegger and junior 
JaQuori McLaughlin both excel at getting inside and finishing at the rim, 
and they should have plenty of opportunities to do so against an Aggie 
team that blocks a Big West-worst 1.8 shots a game.
 While they don’t block very many shots, UCD does boast some of 
the quickest hands on the West Coast. The Aggies average 6.1 steals per 
game this season and have forced a conference-best 14.2 turnovers per 
game in conference play.
 “UC Davis is number one in the conference at forcing turnovers,” 
Pasternack said. “That’s their best thing they do. They really do a great 
job of defending the three and forcing turnovers.”
 On the other end of the court, UC Davis tends to live and die by the 
3-pointer. 
 The Aggies are shooting a stunning 40.1% from 3-point land in 
conference play, and they lead the Big West with 79 made 3-pointers 
against conference opponents.
 “Matchups are very hard [against UC Davis],” Pasternack said. 
“They’re very small, and they can really shoot the ball. We’re going to 
be challenged to defend the three.”
 Senior guard Stefan Gonzalez isn’t just UCD’s top sniper; he’s one of 
the best shooters in the country. Gonzalez is third in the NCAA with 
a .479 3-point field goal percentage and makes about three 3-pointers a 
game.

 When Gonzalez is clicking, and he has been in pretty much every 
game this season, there’s not much the opposing team can do but 
relentlessly deny him the ball.
 Gonzalez’s fellow senior guard Joe Mooney is UC Davis’ leading 
scorer with 13.2 points per game, although he’s scored in the single 
digits in five of his last six games. Freshman point guard Ezra Manjon 
has stepped up instead with 15.4 points per game in Big West play while 
averaging 4.2 assists per game over that same time span.
 The Aggies have won two of their last three games, with the most 
recent win an 87-81 victory over Cal State Fullerton that saw sophomore 
forward Caleb Fuller explode for a career-high 23 points. UCD’s 4-5 
conference record is somewhat middling but is just a game back of 
UCSB for third place in the Big West.
 For the Gauchos, the task on Thursday evening will be to keep the 
Aggies from doing too much damage from behind the 3-point line and 
to stay steady after three wins in a row. The winning streak and the 
feeling of beating two of the Big West’s best in Hawai’i and UC Irvine is 
undoubtedly intoxicating, but UC Davis won’t be forgiving if UCSB gets 
too cocky.
 “Every single game has a different life of its own,” Pasternack said. 
“We just have to keep playing team basketball and sharing the basketball 
and getting assists and defending.”
 The Gauchos are far from a Goliath, even with three wins in a row, 
but they’d still do well to follow that prescription when they take on the 
David-sized UC Davis team.
 UCSB plays UC Davis in Davis on Thursday at 7 p.m.

AMADOU SOW
Averaged 25.5 points & 8 rebounds in 
wins over Hawai’i and Irvine

Shot 92.2% against Hawai’i in a 30-point 
effort

Won Big West Player of the Week 
Award

First Gaucho sophomore to score 30 
points since November 2017

PLAYER
SPOTLIGHT
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Gauchos Travel South for Crucial Conference Games
Brandon Victor
Sports Editor

For the UC Santa Barbara women’s basketball team, every 
conference game is of the utmost importance.

This week, however, that statement is especially pertinent, 
as the sixth-place Gauchos travel down to Southern California 
to take on third-place Long Beach State (LBSU) and fifth-
place Cal State Northridge (CSUN) in two crucial conference 
matchups.

More than halfway through conference play, UCSB (9-13, 
4-5) has already surpassed public expectations this season; 
in the preseason media poll, the ‘Chos were selected to 
finish last in the conference. Nine games through conference 
play last season, Santa Barbara was 2-7, fighting tooth and 
nail to finish eighth in the conference and secure the last 
tournament bid.

Still, Head Coach Bonnie Henrickson and the team will 
not merely settle for improvement. On Saturday, UCSB 
showed that it still needs to find more consistency if it hopes 
to compete with the elite teams in the Big West. After a 
20-point first quarter against second-place Hawai’i, the ‘Chos 
offense came to a complete halt, with the team only scoring 
31 points the rest of the game.

With two difficult road matchups on tap this week, UCSB 
will need to be locked in for 80 minutes straight if the team 
hopes to maneuver its way up to third place in the conference.

On Thursday, Santa Barbara will take on Long Beach State 
(10-12, 5-4), a team that has struggled as of late after storming 
out of the gate to begin conference play. The 49ers have lost 
their last two conference games by an average of 22 points, 
with the team only averaging 42.5 points per game in those 
road losses.

In their last game — a 61-41 blowout loss to Cal Poly — 
the 49ers were in large part let down by their free-throw 
shooting, with the team shooting 4-13 from the line on the 
night. In addition, Shanaijah Davison — a junior guard who 
leads the team with 13.4 points per game — was held scoreless 
during that game, going 0-9 from the f loor on the night.

If UCSB are to knock off LBSU, the Gauchos will need yet 

another big game from freshman center Ila Lane. One area 
Long Beach struggles with is on the boards, with the team 
usually getting outrebounded by more than 9 rebounds per 
game. Last week, Lane alone averaged 17.5 rebounds per 
game; with no 49er player averaging more than 5.7 rebounds 
per game, Lane should once again feast on Thursday.

However, in front of their home crowd, the 49ers will 
undoubtedly put up a strong fight. LBSU is a far better home 
team than road team, with a solid 6-3 record at home this 
season versus 2-9 on the road.

In addition, Long Beach makes up for its lack of size by 
creating extra possessions on the defensive end. LBSU forces 
almost 21 turnovers a game — a staggering number— while 
only turning the ball over about 14 times per game. UCSB’s 
guards — namely senior Coco Miller and junior Danae Miller 
— will need to take care of the ball if the Gauchos hope to 
steal a road victory.

“They have tremendous athletes on the ball and in the 
passing lanes,” Henrickson said. “We need to make sure we 
stay aggressive while also staying disciplined on offense.”

On Saturday, things won’t get any easier for the ‘Chos 
when they travel to Northridge for a matchup against fifth-
place CSUN (9-13, 4-4). The Matadors have also struggled as 
of late, dropping their last three games. Still, Northridge has 
proven in the past that they can hang with any team in the 
conference — punctuated by their 58-54 victory over Hawai’i 
earlier this season.

Much of UCSB’s success on Saturday will come down 
to its ability to limit De’Jionae Calloway. A redshirt senior, 
Calloway has dominated the interior all season, averaging 
14.1 points per game and 8.1 rebounds per game despite 
standing at only 6 feet. 

One of the keys for UCSB in that game will be Lane 
staying out of foul trouble while guarding Calloway in the 
paint. With Northridge lacking in size as a team, Lane should 
have another dominant performance if she can stay on the 
f loor.

UCSB will take on LBSU on Thursday at 7 p.m. at the 
Pyramid before traveling down to Northridge and taking on 
CSUN at 7 p.m. on Saturday.

Brandon Victor
Sports Editor

After two months, it’s f inally here: the UEFA Champions 
League knockout phase. With four games scheduled for this week 
— two on Tuesday and two on Wednesday — soccer fans have 
plenty to look forward to this upcoming week. For those fans who 
haven’t had a chance to stay up-to-date on the teams left in the 
competition, here’s a brief overview of the games this week.

Atlético Madrid vs. Liverpool
On paper, Liverpool seems to be the clear favorite in this tie, 

with the English powerhouse yet to lose a single game in the 
Premier League this season. Behind the best front three in the 
game — Sadio Mané, Mohamed Salah and Roberto Firmino — 
Liverpool has taken a resounding 73 points from their f irst 25 
domestic f ixtures this season.

Still, don’t count out Atlético, especially in Madrid. Liverpool 
has been far more pedestrian in the Champions League than in 
the Premier League this season, even losing earlier this year to 
S.S.C. Napoli in the group stage. Atlético has struggled to score 
all season and may be without stud João Félix, but with Diego 
Simeone at the helm — as well as one of the best defenses in 
Europe — look for them to make life diff icult for Liverpool on 
Tuesday.

Borussia Dortmund vs. Paris Saint-Germain F.C.
Two months ago, Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) F.C. would have 

been heavily favored in this matchup. Now, this meeting seems 

poised to be one of the most exciting games of the week. Between 
the signing of teenage phenom Erling Braut Haaland and Jadon 
Sancho’s newfound form, Dortmund has bagged 18 total goals in 
their last four Bundesliga league games.

The far bigger question mark in this matchup will be if 
Dortmund’s defense can keep PSG’s attack at bay. While Neymar 
da Silva Santos Júnior seems unlikely to play this week, Dortmund 
must still deal with Kylian Mbappé — who has bagged 15 goals in 
18 games this season. Expect a theatrical, high-scoring affair in 
Germany on Tuesday.

Tottenham Hotspur F.C. vs. RB Leipzig 
In an intriguing game, streaky Tottenham hosts RB Leipzig — a 

team that has shocked many in its ability to keep pace with FC 
Bayern Munich in the Bundesliga. Tottenham struggled mightily 
in the beginning of the season but have played better as of late and 
currently sit sixth in the Premier League. 

Without striker Harry Kane, Tottenham will have to lean on 
last year’s Champions League darling Lucas Moura for goals on 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Leipzig will look to Timo Werner — who has 
already bagged 20 goals in Bundesliga play — to lead the offensive 
charge. 

In a lot of ways, Leipzig’s current squad resembles the 
Tottenham squad from last year that made a shock run to the 
Champions League f inal: young, inexperienced and hungry for 
success. Wednesday’s game in London should prove to be a litmus 
test to see just how far this Leipzig squad can go this year.

UCSB Men’s Tennis Fly to Minnesota Searching for Third Win
Annika Pearson
Staff Writer

The UC Santa Barbara men’s tennis team (2-6) jets off to 
Minnesota this Thursday to take on the Maroon and Gold in 
their eighth dual match of the season.

After splitting the last two matches on the road, the 
University of Minnesota, f launting a 5-2 overall record, 
returns to its undefeated home court. 

The Gophers are coming off of a hot Ivy League sweep over 
Yale, a match which came as a relief to the narrow loss the 
team had seen just two days earlier against Dartmouth. 

To what culminated as a spotless 7-0 defeat, the Minnesota 
roster added match-win after match-win, dropping only three 
sets across the entire spread.

What immediately sets Minnesota and Santa Barbara apart, 
therefore, is momentum. 

Where the Gophers will enter the game with just one break 
in what would otherwise be a 3-game win streak, UCSB 
is battling the opposite and is currently lugging around 3 
straight losses. Santa Barbara found themselves on the wrong 
side of the 7-0 sweep last weekend against No. 23 University 
of Arizona.

Putting this aside even, Minnesota poses a threat merely 
because it represents the unknown. 

Looking all the way back to the start of the ‘10s decade, 
the teams have never faced each other until now. However, 
the lack of history — if thought of as a clean slate — may serve 
the struggling Gauchos well as they attempt to redef ine what 
has been one of their most underwhelming non-conference 
seasons since the seniors stepped onto campus back in 2014.

Though it has yet to develop into a functional and consistent 
f low of overall victories, UCSB’s individual talent is not to 
be undermined. No. 8 senior Joseph Guillin and sophomore 
Alejandro Vedri have provided steady performances both 
together and alone; both have already been awarded with the 
title of Big West Athlete of the Week.

Senior co-captain Guillin has only one loss under his belt 

in singles competition. 
Likely meeting him at the No. 1 spot will be Minnesota’s 

Stefan Milicevic. 
The fellow nationally ranked senior sports a 4-3 record 

for the dual-match portion so far, totaling at an overall non-
conference record of 11-7. In his match versus Yale, Milicevic 
secured a last-minute tie-breaker win.

Typically at the No. 2 spot is junior Vlad Lobak, a Ukraine 
native who has been with Minnesota since 2017. Last 
weekend, Lobak pushed his dual-match record just above 
.500, boosting his overall record so that his wins now double 
his losses at 12-6. 

When facing him, UCSB’s junior Victor Krustev might want 
to channel the same power he showed against Fresno State 
just two weeks back where he was able to hold his opponent 
to 3 points a set. 

Minnesota’s power runs deep, however, through all six 
courts and over both doubles and singles competitions. 
Rookie Siim Troost, Lobak’s partner in doubles, is riding an 
undefeated weekend on both fronts. Nonetheless, there is 
little doubt that Vedri could absolutely disrupt the streak if 
he plays well.

Further back are Gophers Jackson Allen and Bodin 
Zarkovic, each of whom, along with Troost, have already 
caught f ive wins in dual play.

Consequently, it will be crucial that Santa Barbara is able to 
bring its force on all fronts. 

Neither singles wins alone nor just a few scattered wins 
amongst the “top” players will suff ice against a roster that 
runs so deep.

 As UCSB is just two games away from a long, well-
deserved home-game streak, it would be ideal to be able to 
return to SoCal riding a momentous victory wave. 

Importantly, every match looking forward is an important 
step to reconstructing a team that is ready to defend its f ive-
time conference title.

 The UCSB men’s tennis team will face the University of 
Minnesota this upcoming Saturday, Feb. 15 at 1 p.m.

ESTEF ZUNIGA / DAILY NEXUS 

NEXUS FILE PHOTO

UEFA Champions League Knockout Round Preview

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS



Daily Nexus10 Thursday, February 13, 2020 Nexustentialism

NEXUSTENTIALISM
It’s Satire, Stupid.
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Ryan Milton
Staff Writer

We often find love in the strangest places, whether it’s 11 shots 
deep at Sandbar or in the 8 a.m. Friday section where you look 
more like roadkill with a pulse than a college student. For second-
year student Justin Surt, holding onto his friend’s waist during their 
tandem Lime ride was when he first felt the spark of romance to be.

“We just got some burgers at Deja and were trying to mob back 
to our house,” Surt told Nexustentialism. “But there was only one 
Lime so we decided to hop on it together — if only we had known 
what was to come.” 

They hopped onto the Lime scooter and rode it “Bound 2” Kimye 
style. Surt took the back of the scooter while his friend Bryce 
Kuriuse took the front of their veritable chariot. The ride was going 

smoothly, but the situation changed when they hit the 66 block of 
DP.

“Everything seemed perfect in the moment and he smelled like 
Gain detergent and Natty Daddys,” Surt recounted. “I didn’t know 
what to think then, but now I think I love him.”

Being the diligent reporters we are, Nexustentialism wanted to 
follow up with Kuriuse about his perspective on this Isla Vistan love 
story. When questioned, he became visibly upset: “Wait, what the 
fuck, dude? Justin said that was his phone touching my ass.” 

With this story in mind, we at Nexustentialism are wondering if 
the Lime scooter ride will be mentioned in any wedding vows in 
years to come.

Ryan Milton always makes sure he is the bottom — um, front on multi-
passenger Lime rides.

A. Wiessass
Asst. Nexustentialism Editor

DAVIDSON LIBRARY — Reports have surfaced that the 
long-dormant eldritch monster residing under Davidson 
Library has grown restless due to a burgeoning hunger 
that can no longer be sated by our measly tithes.
 Experts are unsure why the monster has grown 
dissatisfied as of late. Some suggest the debauchery of 
Isla Vista may have been taken as an affront to His Dark 
Holiness’ capability for earth-shaking destruction, while 
others have posited this is simply the next step in the 
monster’s evolution and was simply unavoidable.
 Maintenance workers in Davidson have reported 
that the growls from the monstrosity’s secret f loor — 
usually drowned out by students’ study music — have 
become inescapable, haunting them not only as they 
remain within the facilities, but long after they clock 
off. At press time, workers reported that the monster’s 
din emanated not from behind his chamber door, but 
seemingly from deep within their own minds.
 “Our offerings have grown insufficient. We can 
no longer satisfy its primordial hunger; our doom is 
imminent,” said Beherit Bartis, keeper of the monstrosity. 

“It was previously content with raccoons and jackrabbits, 
but it has learned of man’s folly and now requests more 
than I can offer,” he continued.
 Chancellor Yang has met with experts in the field 
of monsterology in search of answers on how to quell 
the monster’s bloodlust. Yang has even reportedly held 
multiple séances attempting to reach the spirit of Donald 
C. Davidson, for whom the library is named, in search 
of answers as to how to appease the abomination. All 
available information has suggested that Yang’s efforts 
have been to no avail.
 With this looming threat bearing down over campus, 
many students have considered evacuating; however, 
Bartis told the Nexus that this would be a futile effort. 
He relayed a note from the monster, left in blood on the 
walls of the Davidson basement walls that read, “Foolish 
mortals, I know not space, I know not time; I will go to 
the edges of your temporal plane to reap the souls that 
I have sowed. I am inescapable. I am doom incarnate.”
 No word has yet been issued as to whether this news 
will affect class schedules.

 A. Wiessass thinks the need to study for midterms trumps 
any other-worldly threats.

Brotherly Lime Ride Leads to 
Unexpected Sexual Awakening

Sierra Vakili
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara off icials announced 
Tuesday that an all-new student-resource 
department would be making its way to 
campus in the fall of 2020: the Department of 
Student Vibes. In the brand-new Student Vibe 
Center, students will be able to get their vibes 
checked, free of charge. 

The department’s introduction comes as a 
result of unprecedented levels of reported off-
vibe behavior occurring on university grounds. 
In an effort to uphold the university’s reputation 
as a vibe powerhouse, UCSB administrators 
took action. After months of deliberation and 
planning, higher-ups disclosed their intent 
to offer not only vibe-checking services, but 
vibe-repair and vibe-development services for 
all UCSB students as well. 

The Student Vibe Center will also offer a safe 
space for all vibesexual students and resources 
for vibe education and awareness. Staff will 
include off icial representatives from the 
National Vibe Association as well as Student 

Vibe Peers. The new center — complete with 
a soft, ever-present echoing of Tame Impala 
and Mac DeMarco — called upon the world’s 
best vibe architects for specialized design 
instructions to maximize vibe potential, or VP. 

“We’re delighted to announce the installation 
of rainbow LED lights in the Vibe Center,” 
Chancellor Yang declared via Twitter. “Our 
ultimate goal is to ensure every student 
feels comfortable in their own individual 
vibesphere.” UCSB’s beloved chancellor will 
also be attending the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
of the new department upon its completion, 
donning a vintage cardigan, khakis and hair 
parted straight down the middle. 

Since the off icial announcement of the 
department’s introduction, UCSB has steadily 
climbed in the U.S. News & World Report 
rankings for Best Vibes. Vibe analysts predict 
UCSB’s vibrational ranking to rise to the top 
five by 2025. 

“I’m just vibing,” Yang laughed. “And all of 
you should be too.”

Sierra Vakili exhibits off-vibe behavior.

UCSB Introduces Department 
of Student Vibes

Monster Under Davidson 
Library Only Grows Hungrier

JAZE MATTEO WHARTON / DAILY NEXUS 
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Need Some Songs To Spice Up Your Valentine’s Day 
Plans? We’ve Got You Covered

Artsweek Staff

Looking for a carefully crafted Valentine’s Day 
playlist filled with all kinds of love songs? Well, look 
no further!

“My Dude” by Litany 

“My Dude” is the perfect song if you’re hoping 
to confess your feelings for your secret crush this 
Valentine’s Day. Though the track’s lyrics are 
somewhat simplistic, with lines like, “I really like you/
And if you liked me too/I could be your girlfriend/
You could be my dude,” Litany’s voice creates a 
soothing aura that f lows seamlessly with the funky, 
synth music that’s guaranteed to stick in your head 
for days on end.

“Everywhere” by Fleetwood Mac

This list would not be complete nor reasonable 
without mentioning “Everywhere” by ‘70s rock band 
Fleetwood Mac. The musicianship in the song is 
tremendous and inspiring, but the love message 
is lettered in the lyric, “I want to be with you 
everywhere.” This ballad embodies the infatuation 
that comes with love and the enamored mindset 
of wanting to be with your lover at all times, in all 
places. It’s hard to bring to mind a sweeter way to 
commemorate your loved one than to wish they’re 
with you everywhere you go. 

“Sweet Thing” by Twin Peaks

“Sweet Thing” is one of those tracks that leaves 
a bittersweet taste in your mouth (mostly sweet, of 
course) as it accurately captures tender, misguided, 
beautiful, youthful love. For instance, as Clay Frankel 
of Twin Peaks is serenading his lover in this song, he 
sings, “There’s women every single way I look/But 
you’re the only one that’s got me hooked.” It’s clear he 
really loves his partner yet is still asserting his egoism 
by explaining he has plenty of options for romantic 
endeavors. Twin Peaks does a great job of balancing 
these immature lyrics with more kind ones like, 
“Baby, I’ve been thinkin’ all about you lately,” which, 
when combined with the former, perfectly represents 
the imperfect and chaotic experience that is true love.

“Oh Honey” by Delegation

O-o-o-o-h honey! All you need to hear is the 
opening instrumental to catch the vibes with this 
one. A pure gem and nostalgic oldie like “Oh Honey” 
by Delegation will leave you and your lover (or maybe 
just you) feeling some type of way and slow dancing 
wherever you may be. Delegation’s soulful vocals, 
mesmerizing synth, groovy bass and smooth keys 
are a must for any love-song playlist. The track’s 
immersive romantic funk will set the perfect mood 
for Valentine’s Day; you also may have heard it 
sampled in “Lottery” by Kali Uchis — another great 
addition to your special V-Day playlist.

“When I’m Sixty-Four” by The Beatles

“When I’m Sixty-Four” was written by Sir Paul 
McCartney at the adorable age of 16, a suitable age 
for exploring romance along with all the tenderness 
and magic it has to offer. The track has a cheerful 
melody, and the lyrics paint a vivid daydream of a boy 
who fantasizes about the love of his life growing old 
beside him. It seems like as long as they stay together, 
even doing the most ordinary things such as going 
for a drive or gardening together will f ill him with 
happiness and peace. The soft and heart-throbbing 
experience of falling in love is usually accompanied 
by the hope of your significant other being by your 
side forever, and in the spirit of Valentine’s Day, this 
song beautifully captures this heartwarming feeling.

“All About U” by 2Pac 

2Pac’s “All About U” is a gangsta ode to the idea of 
infatuation that has come to withstand the decades 
since its initial release. By chronicling his fast times 
in Los Angeles, 2Pac is able to spin a captivating tale 
that is relatable to anyone who has been played by an 
unfaithful lover. It keeps your elbows high, swaying 
side to side, and yet somehow, “All About U” still 
makes it difficult to keep your eyes dry.

“New Light” by John Mayer

The first time you hear John Mayer’s “New Light,” 
you may feel an unquenchable urge to move, groove 
and, most of all, love. In the span of just four 
minutes, Mayer composes a painterly vision of a 
possible romance, defined by a beat like a yearning 
heart and a f luid synth that f lows from ear to ear; 
you can practically see Van Gogh’s “Starry Night” 
materializing in your head as you listen. Ultimately, 
it does what all beautiful love songs should: it makes 
memories.

“Electric” by Alina Baraz ft. Khalid

As someone with limited experience when it comes 
to matters of the heart, I am not entirely sure what 
it would feel like to be head over heels in love with 
someone. But I would imagine it would feel a lot like 
this song. This track, romantic and very sensual at 
the same time, is the perfect addition to a Valentine’s 
Day playlist, a Netf lix & Chill playlist or an “In My 
Feelings at 2 a.m.” playlist. 

“I Touch Myself ” by Divinyls 

If you and your partner are connoisseurs of 
comedy, you might get a kick out of the romantic 
yet insanely hilarious “I Touch Myself ” by Divinyls, 
which originally gained fame when it was featured 
in the film “Austin Powers: International Man of 
Mystery.” It’s all in the title — with this track, you can 
let your partner know just how attracted to them you 
really are. Wink wink.

“Baby, I Love You” by the Ramones

While, yes, the Ramones are known for kickstarting 
the fast-paced and loud genre of punk rock music, 
their rendition of The Ronettes’ “Baby, I Love You” 
sounds as classic a love song as any. The tenderness in 
Joey Ramone’s voice as he sings, “I can’t live without 
you/I love everything about you/I can’t help it if 
I feel this way,” is enough to serenade any person 
you’re hoping to court on Valentine’s Day. 

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough” by Marvin Gaye 
and Tammi Terrell 

This cute classic, consisting of a duet between 
Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell, will take you 
to new heights — and not just on V-Day. We’ve all 
heard the cheesy pop songs of the 21st century that 
sing about surface-level love, but nothing is deeper 
than this two-minute ballad comparing affection to 
geographical landforms. So don’t take any excuses 
from your significant other this Valentine’s Day 
because there “ain’t no mountain high enough” to 
keep them from getting to you, babe.

“Warm” by Dre’es (ft. Mia)

Whether you have a Valentine this year or not, this 
song makes you feel like you’re in love. Dre’es’ and 
Mia’s voices perfectly complement each other over 
the beautiful chords making “Warm” very pleasing 
to listen to. This track is what you daydream about 
when you finally meet your person and want nothing 
more than to be on a “faraway island in a blissful 
silence” with them. In essence, “Warm” highlights the 
most perfect moments in a relationship: the parts we 
can’t stop thinking about. 

Kristina Valencia, Sunidhi Sridhar, Omar Reyes, 
Aubrey Valerio, Phoenix Pham, Karl-Erik Mills, Melody 
Pezeshkian, Hannah George and Neha Makkapati 
contributed to this article.

Jennifer Sor
Reporter

The Shrunken Heads Production Company 
performed “Mamma Mia!” this past weekend in the 
Lotte Lehmann Concert Hall, bringing a showstopper 
performance of the 1999 British musical.

The musical was much anticipated by students  

and was met with a successful reception, achieving 
a nearly packed house on its Saturday showing. 
After four months of rehearsing, “Mamma Mia!” 
was unveiled as the company’s first show of  2020, 
executed with a skill that rivals the hit 2008 “Mamma 
Mia!” film. 

As a film franchise that grossed over $144 million 
in its f irst installment alone, “Mamma Mia!” is 
a narrative so iconic that its plot hardly needs 
an explanation. Sophie, a 20-year-old bride-to-be, 

prepares for her wedding by sending invitations to 
three of her mother’s former love interests. After 
stumbling upon their names in a diary entry, Sophie 
realizes that her mother’s affairs with these men 
coincide during the time of her conception. Hilarity 
ensues as the men arrive at the wedding venue, 
leaving Sophie to suss out which one of them may be 
her true father.

The choice of “Mamma Mia!” as Shrunken Heads’s 
winter musical is particularly interesting, given the 
reputation of “Mamma Mia!” as a summertime film. 
Christian Duarte, director and third-year student 
at UC Santa Barbara, pitched the idea to perform 
“Mamma Mia!” last year, wanting to produce a show 
that was more lighthearted than the company’s 
previous productions.

“Both of last year’s shows were sort of devastating 
in the experience of it all, just by covering such dark 
and heavy topics,” Duarte said in an interview with 
the Santa Barbara News-Press. “I just wanted to do 
something that was really fun.” Duarte’s theatrical 
direction more than achieves this goal, with “Mamma 
Mia!” being far from a downer production. 

For one, the musical is brilliantly cast, full of actors 
who exude the dramatic energy and vocal talent that 
originally brought “Mamma Mia!” to fame. At times, 
it is hard for the audience to believe that the musical 
is entirely student-run, looking at the sheer talent and 
attention to detail in the show’s choreography, set 
design and, of course, the singing. 

“I think people are going to be surprised by the 
caliber of a production that can be put on by a 
student group with virtually no money,” said Mikayla 
Knight, who plays Sophie’s mother, Donna. “This is 

all from scratch, this is a club, this is something that 
students are voluntarily rehearsing for three or four 
nights a week.”

The troupe did not disappoint die-hard “Mamma 
Mia!” fans, giving impressive covers of tracks like 
“Money, Money, Money,” “SOS” and — most iconic 
of them all — “Dancing Queen.” When combined 
with eloquent dancing sequences, the show achieves 
a sense of idyllicism, which was what made “Mamma 
Mia!” so popular among millennials in the first place. 

Although all the actors impress, third-year feminist 
studies major Kat Bautista deserves special mention 
on her own. Her portrayal of the wide-eyed, idealistic 
Sophie is superb. Bautista’s voice is simply beautiful, 
giving me chills as she sang “Honey, Honey” in the 
opening act. 

It is quite the sight to see Sophie twirling through 
the island of Kalokairi in search of her father and to 
see the apprehension in Sophie’s mother, Donna, as 
she collides with her former love interests. Arguably, 
one of the best things about “Mamma Mia!” is that 
its plot is so fantastical in nature that the audience 
cannot help but wish it to be true.  

The Shrunken Heads Production Company will be 
holding auditions for its next musical, “Xanadu,” from 
Feb. 19 to Feb. 23. While the original production of 
“Xanadu” was poorly received (receiving a 25% critic 
rating on Rotten Tomatoes), the upcoming musical 
lends a lot of creative direction to the Shrunken 
Heads crew, who will be taking a sharp turn from 
the whimsical “Mamma Mia!” production. Students 
who are interested in the “Xanadu” production may 
schedule a time slot for vocal and dance auditions on 
the Shrunken Heads website.

Shrunken Heads Production Brings a Stunning 
Performance of “Mamma Mia!” to UC Santa Barbara

Courtesy of Teller Report

Courtesy of VectorStock
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ON THE MENU
On the Menu

Valentine’s Day Foods From Around the Globe

Shelby Guy
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is coming up soon, and with a holiday that celebrates relationships and love, many 
restaurants can make the perfect destination for a romantic date. If you are planning on taking your 
signif icant other out this year, here is a list of options for those with both picky palates and price-
sensitive wallets. Each of these f ive restaurants is located on State Street and is the perfect option 
for a Valentine’s Day meal or snack. The ranking of each place is dependent on four factors: cost, 
portion size, ambience and taste.  

Santa Barbara Craft Ramen
Cost: Average
Portion Size: Large
Ambience: Very casual 
Taste: Why aren’t you there already?

Santa Barbara Craft Ramen is arguably the best ramen place in Santa Barbara. Just by looking at it, 
you wouldn’t expect this tiny ramen shop across the street from Himalayan Kitchen and Velvet Jones 
to possess such superb ramen. The secret is the bone broth, made from pork and beef bones, which 
is cooked for 24 hours. For a lighter side, they also serve amazing poke and rice bowls. 

Moby Dick
Cost: Semi-expensive
Portion Size: Average
Ambience: Semi-casual
Taste: Best brunch on the pier

Located at the end of the Santa Barbara pier, this f ish house serves some of the best brunch I’ve 
had in a long time. Their handmade cocktails are to die for, and their lobster Benedict is worth every 
penny. Though a bit on the expensive side, it is well worth the price. This Valentine’s Day, Moby Dick 
is offering a special from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Friday. 

Patxi’s Pizza
Cost: Semi-expensive
Portion Size: Large
Ambience: Very casual
Taste: The sauce is to die for

For those who want a more casual Valentine’s Day, look no further than Patxi’s Pizza. Located 
down the street from the Metropolitan Metro 4 Theatre, Patxi’s offers the perfect end to a movie and 
pizza night or a great start to a night out on State Street. Specializing in Chicago-style deep-dish 
pizza, Patxi’s puts their own spin on a classic recipe with a sauce that rivals any marinara that this 
writer has encountered. The pizza, however, comes with a bit of a wait — 25 minutes to be exact. If 
you are willing to wait, the pizza is well worth it.

805 Boba
Cost: Cheap
Portion Size: Average
Ambience: Very casual
Taste: Best boba in Santa Barbara

If you want a break on your wallet and a calmer Valentine’s Day, be sure to check out 805 Boba. 
This boba place offers some of the best mix-and-match options for tea and coffee, along with some 
of the sweetest brown-honey boba and rainbow jelly in Santa Barbara. They can get a bit of a line 
and are only open until 10 p.m., so if you and your signif icant other want a laid-back Valentine’s Day 
with a nice dessert, this is the perfect place. 

Black Sheep Restaurant
Cost: Expensive
Portion Size: Small
Ambience: Very fancy
Taste: Exquisite 

For those who really want to impress this Valentine’s Day, check out the Black Sheep Restaurant. 
A bit small on the portions and high on the price, this place is for those who want a truly f ine-dining 
experience. The Black Sheep Restaurant offers the most delicious, creamy risotto du jour, and their 
bone marrow bruschetta is divine. The bone marrow becomes meat butter on a plate. So if you are 
looking for a nice night out and don’t mind the price, this is the place to be.

This list offers only a small sample of the many delicious restaurants on State Street, with many 
more ripe for discovery and sampling this Valentine’s Day. If none of these options seem appealing, 
the Goleta and Santa Barbara areas hold a wide variety of restaurants to suit any taste and preference. 
However you decide to spend the day, either out on the town or indoors, I’m certain that you will be 
able to make the day a delicious one to remember. 

Five Valentine’s Day Food Destinations Downtown

On Valentine’s Day, it is quite common for people in couples to exchange chocolates as a 
token of their love and appreciation for their other half. Quite frankly, nothing says “I love 
you” more than gifting a Valentine’s Day treat to your partner, considering that they are 

sweeter than chocolate.  Today, I invite you to travel around the globe with me and take a 
look at dishes in other countries that couples are swooning over on this affectionate holiday. 

China: Valentine’s Day is kind of a big deal 
in China, considering that the country dedicated a 
festival to celebrate this special occasion. The festival 
is called Qiqiao (Qixi), and during this festival, both 
single and taken women will put on new clothes and 
pray to the Vega star for wisdom and sophistication 
(and maybe for Mr. Right if they are single). Of course, it 
would be neglectful not to mention the delicious Qiaoguo, a 
traditional pastry at the festival that symbolizes intelligence 
and ingenuity. The fried pastry comes in various shapes, has a 
sweet sesame filling and can be given to your significant other, 
friends and even your parents-in-law.

Great Britain: Chocolate is still an essential 
food item for the British, but that is only after loving 
couples f inish indulging in delicious, raw oysters. 
Specif ically, they eat Pacif ic oysters, which are 
produced on farms, instead of the native oysters that 
are available year-round because regular oysters are just 
not sufficient for your special Valentine.

Mexico: Valentine’s Day in Mexico is called “The Day of Love and Friendship,” 
or El Día del Amor y la Amistad.  In addition to sweet candies as alternatives to 

chocolate, another typical Valentine’s Day dish is Pibil Pollo, a Yucatan roast 
chicken dish with a hint of achiote paste, a popular seasoning in Mexican 

cuisine. With the bright red color of the achiote, the smell of citrus, garlic 
and habanero pepper and the softness of a well-roasted drumstick, this dish 
is surely going to melt the heart (and taste buds) of your amante. 

Italy: Besides being the origin of this heart-throbbing holiday, Italy is also 
known for its exquisite cuisine. Therefore, one should not expect anything less 
than visionary from the Italians’ celebration of La Festa degli Innamorati (the 

Day of Lovers). There are multiple festivals around the country on this day for 
lovebirds to celebrate their devotion to each other. As aforementioned, chocolate 

is quite a popular item around the world on Valentine’s Day, but because we are in 
the country where publicly announcing your endless love is commonplace, chocolate 

gifts need to be on a different level. A popular variation of Valentine’s 
chocolate is called Baci Perugina, little chocolate kisses with cherries 

and love notes inside. Some other dishes that are popular on 
the Valentine’s menu include the following: Spaghetti Alla 

Carbonara (pasta with egg, hard cheese and pork), Osso 
Buco (braised beef with vegetables and broth with white 

wine) and Penne all’Arrabbiata (penne pasta with 
signature tomato sauce, garlic and red peppers).

Argentina: Bueno Aires in Argentina is 
South America’s symbol of romance, and they 
do not take Valentine’s Day lightly. As a matter 
of fact, they decided to make Valentine’s Day 
into Valentine’s week! Usually, this week ends 
with a Friendship Day. Since Valentine’s Day 
is a relatively new holiday in Buenos Aires, 
the holiday’s cuisine has novel concepts. For 
example, some popular appetizers and meals 
are empanadas (fried f lour pastry with beef 
feelings), revuelto gramajo (a hash brown dish 
with cheese, potatoes, eggs and vegetables) and 
morcilla (blood sausage made with pork, rice 

and fat).

Belgium: Belgium is famous for its chocolate, since chocolate is 
an important tradition on Valentine’s Day. But if you want to wake up 
your sweet tooth with a dessert that is easy on the eyes, f lavorful and 
full of interesting texture, a Belgian waff le would be the best choice. 
Belgian waff les are a lot thicker than other countries’ waff les. Made 
with sweet yeast dough and crystallized sugar on top,  the waff les are 
also more chewy and dense, making each bite better than the next. 

Egypt: A popular main dish that is present in many holidays 
in Egypt, including Valentine’s Day, is called Fattah (beef or lamb 
meat served with rice, bread and vinegar/tomato sauce). It is more 
common to have lamb as the protein instead of beef when there is a 
special holiday. On top of that, Egyptians also enjoy a non-caffeinated 
drink called rose petal white “coffee.” The drink does not contain any 
coffee in it — only the juice of a thousand rose petals mixed with hot water 
and a brown sugar cube. The drink will surely help maintain an intimate 
atmosphere among lovebirds.

Valentine’s Day is a beautiful holiday that celebrates 
not only love but also friendship and kinship. This 

holiday brings everyone closer together and gives 
everyone a great opportunity to remind their loved ones 

how much they mean to them. Furthermore, I would like to 
add that most of these dishes pair well with a glass of wine, but 

you might not need it — after all, that special someone’s smile is 
already enough to make you drunk in love.

Phoenix Pham 
Reporter
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A g rowing concern in hea lth ca re , 
ant ibiot ic resistance weakens our abi l ity to 
treat common infec t ious diseases .

With ant ibiot ics becoming less ef fec t ive , 
re sea rchers  a re look ing into poss ible 
a lternat ive t reatment methods ,  includ ing 
phage therapy.

Bac ter iophages ,  or phages for shor t , 
a re v i ruses that hijack bac ter ia l cel ls to 
reproduce. Phage therapy uses phages to 
f ight bacter ia l in fec t ions. Its main appea l i s 
it s potent ia l to work on organisms resistant 
to ant ibiot ics . 

However,  concerns  reg a rd ing phage 
therapy s tem f rom i t  be ing a poorly 
control led technique , with an incomplete 
charac ter i zat ion of phage biolog y. R isk s 

f rom phage evolut ion or i t s exponent ia l 
repl icat ion create apprehension about it s 
biocontrol , for instance.

Popular in former republ ics of the Soviet 
Union, phage therapy is v iewed genera l ly as a 
last-resor t opt ion. Treatment is not ava i lable 
in the United States , though cl inica l interest 
i s  increasing with Nor th Amer ica’s f i r s t 
phage therapy center having opened at UC 
San Diego in 2019. 

“Despite these problems ,  people have 
been turning to phage therapy in extreme 
s i t uat ions .  Our work i s  gea red toward 
br ing ing phage therapy under control so 
that it can be used sa fely and more widely,” 
Irene Chen, an associate professor in UC 
Santa Barbara’s depar tment of chemistry and 
biochemistry, wrote in an emai l .

The study’s resu lt s appear in a paper 
publ ished in the Proceedings of the Nat iona l 
Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America .

Chen and her team a imed to address 
phage therapy i ssues by conjugat ing the 
phages to gold nanorods (AuNRs), creat ing 
“phanorods .”  They worked w ith UCSB 
mechan ica l  eng ineer ing profe ssor Be th 
Pruit t and her lab, who provided the proof of 
concept on the selec t iv ity of phage therapy 
to target bacter ia l cel ls without k i l l ing non-
harmful cel ls .

“[ W ]e were del ighted to be pa r t  of 
test ing this new excit ing technology for the 
selec t ive k i l l ing of bacter ia whi le preserv ing 
mammalian cel l hea lth in culture ,” Pruit t 
sa id v ia ema i l .  “This pre l iminary work 
suppor ts the idea of using such an approach 
in a wound hea l ing environment to sa fely 
stamp out bacter ia l in fec t ions [with] l it t le or 
no tox ic ity to the hea l ing t issue.”

The phanorods were eng ineered to 
ca re f u l ly  ta rge t  cer ta in Gram-negat ive 
bac ter ia including E . col i ,  P.  aerug inosa 
and V. cholerae which infec t humans, and 
X . campest r i s ,  which in fec t s plants .  By 
excit ing the AuNRs with near-in f rared l ight , 
the researchers could loca l ly generate heat 
to ef f ic ient ly and selec t ively k i l l bacter ia l 
cel ls and the phages themselves , quel l ing 
any undesired future phage evolut ions or 
repl icat ions.

“When the nanorods a re exposed to 
cer ta in waveleng ths of l ight , they absorb 
the l ight and conver t the energy to heat (the 
photothermal ef fec t). This leads to very high 
loca l temperatures around the phanorods, 

which essent ia l ly cooks the bacter ia as wel l 
as the phage, whi le leav ing non-targeted 
cel ls a l ive ,” Chen expla ined.

Huan Peng, a postdoctora l fel low in Chen’s 
lab, stumbled upon the idea to use AuNRs in 
phage therapy.

“We were ac tua l ly in it ia l ly look ing for 
a qu ick a ssay to check the bind ing of 
some eng ineered phages to bacter ia ,” Chen 
reca l led.

The photothermal ef fec t of AuNRs has 
been used in nanomedic ine techniques to 
treat cancer, as according to Chen, “that 
was the genesi s of the idea to use the 
AuNRs to spec i f ica l ly k i l l  bac ter ia .  We 
then rea l ized that this method would have 
impor tant advantages over other phage 
therapy approaches.”

To test the potent ia l of these phanorods 
f ur ther,  the researchers appl ied them to 
a P. aerug inosa biof i lm. Biof i lms consist 
of a dense bui ldup of bacter ia l cel ls . They 
present a crucia l problem in treat ing bacter ia l 
in fec t ions due to their g reater resist iv ity to 
penetrat ion by ant ibiot ics . The assemblage 
of cel ls provides an advantage as even a f ter 
being subjec ted to ant ibiot ics , more cel ls 
can surv ive than i f they were indiv idua l ly 
exposed to ant ibiot ics .   

Chen and her col laborators  showed 
ex tens ive bac ter ia l  ce l l  death in the 
biof i lm as a resu lt of the phonorods. They 
addit iona l ly tested how wel l the phanorods 
could k i l l bacter ia l cel ls without harming 
surrounding mammalian cel ls by using them 
on a P. aerug inosa biof i lm growing direc t ly 
on top of canine k idney cel ls . Once aga in, 
the sc ient i s t s were able to demonst rate 
widespread bacter ia l cel l death a long with 
surv iva l of the major ity of k idney cel ls (84%).

“Showing that biof i lms can be destroyed 
by the phanorods suggests that phanorods 
might work in physica l  scenar ios when 
ant ibiot ics might not ,” Chen sa id.

The next major step is to study phage 
therapy in more rea l ist ic models of bacter ia l 
in fec t ions , according to Chen. “In addit ion, 
it i s impor tant for us to expand the number 
of microbes that we can target .”

“R ight now there a re many reasonable 
hesitat ions about phage therapy stemming 
f rom the lack of control over these biolog ica l 
ent it ies . We bel ieve that control l ing phage 
therapy in this way could a l low phages to 
become an acceptable therapy for use in 
ant ibiot ic-resistant in fec t ions ,” Chen sa id.

UCSB Researchers Develop Controlled Phage Therapy 
Techniques, Potential Alternative to Antibiotics

Surya Pugal
Reporter

Last week, Kather ine Mir ica , an assistant 
professor of chemistry at Dar tmouth College, 
held a seminar at UC Santa Barbara about 
molecu la r eng ineer ing of mater ia l s  for 
chemica l sensing and microelectronics. 

S t udent s  f rom t he  chemi s t r y  a nd 
biochemis t r y depa r tment  a t tended the 
seminar which was hosted by Jav ier Read 
de Alaniz , a chemistry and biochemistry 
assoc iate professor and assoc iate d i rec tor 
of  the Ca l i forn ia NanoSystems Inst i t ute 
(CNSI ).  The seminar was one of  many 
of fered in the Winter 2020 Col loqu ium 
Ser ies f rom the Depar tment of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry.

Mir ica br ief ly d i scussed her academic 
background and upbring ing. She was born in 
Ukraine and later moved to the U.S., where 
she obta ined her undergraduate degree at 
Boston College and her Ph.D. at Harvard 
University. Fol lowing this , she served as a 
postdoc tora l fe l low at the Massachuset ts 
Inst itute of Technology for over three years , 
a f ter which she became a member of faculty 
at Dar tmouth. 

Current ly, Mir ica heads a research group 
whose main focus is “work ing with di f ferent 
rea lms of mater ia ls to try and f ind overarching 
emerg ing common proper t ies.” 

The researchers are able to accomplish 
this through three research thrusts: using 
mult i functional mater ia ls for electroanalysis 
(a process by which potentia l or current 
i s measured through an elec t rochemica l 
cel l  conta in ing an ana ly te , or substance 
of interest),  ut i l i z ing molecu la r sol ids 
a s a temporary adhesive and examining 
electroactive mater ia ls . 

Dur ing the seminar, Mir ica focused on 
speci f ic advancements she and her group 
made in the f i rst two thrusts . 

With regards to the f i rst thrust , the group 
studied a specia l class of mater ia ls known as 
conduct ive two-dimensiona l meta l-organic 
f rameworks (MOFs). They noticed that many 
of the core aspects of these mater ia ls were 

st i l l unknown, and thus, “many opportunit ies 
for fundamenta l sc ience were avai lable to 
pursue.” As a result of this , the group was 
able to develop highly sensit ive MOF-based 
sensors that could detect smal l concentrat ions 
(subpar ts per bi l l ion) of gaseous analy tes 
such as ammonia , hydrogen sul f ide and nitr ic 
ox ide in the presence of water.

Mir ica underscored the impl icat ions of 
such research, stat ing that “designing new 

mater ia ls to detect cer ta in gases would change 
the way we view these gases ,” speci f ica l ly 
within the pharmaceutica l industry. 

 Mir ica a lso discussed the creat ion of sel f-
organized f rameworks on text i les (S.O.F.T. 
dev ices) and thei r e f fec t iveness in the 
detect ion of gases. Even in the presence of 
increased heating, applicat ion of detergent 
and other per va sions ,  S .O.F.T. dev ices 
mainta ined high conductiv ity and f lex ibi l ity. 

S.O.F.T. devices a lso provide a means to 
successful ly capture and f i lter these gases. 

Hence, Mir ica elucidated how they are 
par t icularly applicable in the creat ion of thin 
layers of protect ive equipment such as gas 
masks, a ler t ing wearers i f harmful chemica ls , 
even in smal l concentrat ions, are penetrat ing 
sa id equipment . These dev ices a lso have 
implicat ions in the development of por table 
e lec t roana ly t ica l  sys tems and sma l ler 
wearable dev ices ,  a s la rge carbon-based 
electrodes can be sca led down and advanced 
with “novel mater ia ls and processes.”

 Near ing the end of the seminar, Mir ica 
br ief ly discussed Moore’s Law, which states 
that the number of transistors on a microchip 
roughly doubles every two years. As more 
t ransistors a re packed into a g iven unit 
of space, the size of these transistors gets 
smal ler. However, Moore hypothesized that 
at some point in t ime, we would eventual ly 
hit a wal l in the number of transistors we can 
cram into a microchip. 

Mir ica states that now, we should “bui ld 
c ircuits as we do skyscrapers” and pursue 
a three -dimensiona l approach in design, 
something which seems to be work ing as 
the tech industry is get t ing bet ter at pack ing 
more layers into a device. 

However, one of the constra ints that the 
industry faces l ies in the adhesives they use. 
As a result , Mir ica and her group invest igated 
the use of polycycl ic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs) as subl imable adhesives , adhesives 
which a re rapid ly removable through 
subl imat ion but ma inta in thei r adhesive 
proper t ies in thei r sol id state . She then 
examined other molecular sol ids and found 
that camphor had high success “ in the rea lm 
of temporary adhesion,” which she states is 
idea l for bonding bumpy structures preva lent 
within the semiconductor industry. 

 Despite mak ing severa l  breakthroughs 
w ith in chemis t r y,  Mi r ica and her team 
are nowhere near done. She i s cont inuing 
to pursue her research in the hope that 
she can help develop more “robust energ y 
dev ices” in a mult itude of d i f ferent f ie lds 
and industr ies . 

UCSB researchers conjugated phages to gold nanorods to allow for more selective targeting 
in kil l ing bacterial cells without harming non-targeted cells. Here, phanorods infect a cell. 

Courtesy of Huan Peng

Molecular Engineering of Materials for Chemical 
Sensing and Metal-Organic Frameworks

Last week, Dartmouth College assistant professor of chemistry Katherine Mirica gave a seminar at 
UCSB about strategies for molecular engineering of stimuli-responsive multifunctional materials. 

Surya Pugal / Daily Nexus
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OPINION

Do you like sales? Because if you’re 
looking for a good one, clothing is 100% o�  

at my place.

Are your parents bakers? ‘Cause you 
have a nice set of buns.

Hey, my name is Marcus, can I crash at 
your place tonight?

� ank you for doing your part to keep 
this country beautiful.

Are you from Tennessee? ‘Cause you’re 
the only 10 I see.

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood and 
I took the sexy one.

Are you my appendix? Because I don’t 
understand how you work but this feeling 
in my stomach makes me want to take you 

out.

Could you help me out? I’m tryna decide 
if I want to keep these new hemp sheets, 

but  I need a second opinion.

Are you a Juul? Cause I’m tryna hit that.

*Bernie Sanders voice* I am once again 
asking you to go out with me.

Do you work for the FBI? ‘Cause I want 
you to raid my basement. 

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

If looks could kill, you’d be a weapon of 
mass destruction.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
ARIES

The Signs as Valentine’s Day 
Pickup Lines

Why Having a Passion is Overrated
Veronica Vo
Staff Writer

Honestly, I hate this question. I hate the idea that 
you’re supposed to have one intense interest that you 
spend your entire life following. There’s a number of 
things I could technically say I’m passionate about: 
writing, true crime shows, trashy pop music, matcha 
lattes, etc. However, none of these answers would 
satisfy what that question is really asking. What’s 
the one thing that drives me, the motivation behind 
everything I am and everything I do, the thing I’m 
living my life for? To tell you the truth, I don’t have 
one. I don’t have a passion like that, and it’s okay 
not to.

I’ve wasted so much of my life desperate for a 
passion to call my own. Ever since I was old enough 
to know what medicine was, I claimed becoming 
a doctor as my passion — it felt natural to me. So 
natural, in fact, that I selectively ignored just how 
boring I actually found the subject and how much 
trouble I had understanding it. I held onto this 
supposed passion of mine while entering college, 
where I decided I would pursue the pre-med 
path. Several chemistry classes and many mental 
breakdowns later, I realized there was nothing I 
dreaded more than spending the next decade of my 
life studying the natural sciences. I personally could 
not bring myself to care about studying them in the 
slightest. 

I switched my major to psychology and 
communication, subjects that, don’t get me wrong, 
I find interesting and enjoy learning about, but I still 
wouldn’t call either of them my passion. I’ve struggled 
with the idea that something must be inherently 
wrong with me, if I can’t find just one thing I could 
be passionate enough to devote my life to. Trying 
every academic subject and personal hobby under 
the sun hasn’t ignited some magical spark of interest 
that would tell me what to do with my life, but 
that’s okay. It’s kind of a hard idea to come to terms 
with, but I’m becoming more comfortable with it. It 
always seemed like everyone around me had found 
their calling, but I’ve discovered that I’m actually far 
from alone in this struggle.  

College is allegedly the time when we should 
discover this one elusive passion, and I think this 
idea adds another unnecessary imperative to the list 
of things we, as students, need to be concerned about. 
Pressure is high during these years. The world, and 
us, wonder what we’re going to do with our lives. I 
find the idea that you need to, or should, spend your 
life following your “passion” unrealistic and limiting. 
It undermines everything that you pursue that isn’t 
done in the name of a passion, and the value of living 
without one. Your life can be complete and fulfilling 
without having that one particular thing that you’re 
living for. 

It’s not often that a person is lucky enough to 
have always known exactly what they wanted to 
do with their life and that this interest is really as 

exciting and fulfilling as they expected. What I was 
passionate about when I was younger isn’t what 
I’m passionate about now, and what I’m passionate 
about now most likely won’t be what I’m passionate 

about many years in the future. There are things I’m 
passionate about, sure, but I can’t limit myself by 
saying that I have just one passion. I like to believe 
that having a passion is not a goal, or a life plan, or a 
major in college. It’s a feeling that can change given 
your circumstances and interests — a feeling that you 
can’t plan your life around. 

 I think you can have a purposeful life without 
passion, by doing things that bring meaning to your 
life. You really don’t have to have, or eventually find, 
your one true passion and spend your life pursuing 
it. I think it’s completely okay not to have one at 
all. You might discover a passion eventually, or you 
might not, and frankly, it doesn’t matter either way. 
As long as you devote your time to endeavors you 
believe are valuable, help others or= bring happiness 
to your life, that’s just fine too. A life not dedicated to 
a strong interest is still a life worth living and one full 
of important contributions to society. Uncertainty is 
scary, and uncertainty about something as important 
as your direction in life is even scarier, but I think it’s 
okay not to know where you’re going. What matters 
is that you live in a way that’s important to you. 

Veronica Vo is very passionate about not having 
a passion.
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Ask AJ: Love at First Site

AJ
Advice Columnist

Dear AJ, I’ve been in a relationship with 
my boyfriend for almost three years now 
and it’s going great, but a few weeks ago, 
he randomly asked me to move in with 
him after I graduate. The problem is that 
we live five states away from each other 
and he just recently moved out of his 
parents’ house. I like him enough to do 
it but it honestly scares me a bit. We’ve 
never met in person but we’ve video 
chatted. I just never thought he would ask 
something like that because he used to 
say that this wasn’t going to be a serious 
relationship for him. Every time he tries 
to bring it up again, I just either leave him 
on read or just change the subject. What 
do you think I should do? -Elly

Dear Elly, 
I seriously suggest that you put off any thought 
of moving in with your boyfriend until you have 
met him in person a considerable number of 
times. Jumping from a virtual relationship to living 
together is a huge decision, and one that deserves 

serious time, thought and open communication. 
The fact that you don’t feel comfortable 
addressing this topic with your boyfriend over 
text shows that you’re not ready for the type of 
communication that is required in order to live 
with another person. Though you say you have 
video chatted before, there are a lot of potential 
dangers associated with online relationships. 
Please, please be cautious when you do meet up 
in person. For example, make sure to share your 
location with your friends and family and to meet 
in a public setting, like a coffee shop — at least 
for the first few times. Also, think about your 
own priorities. Does moving across five states 
to be with him suit your plans for the future? Is 
it worth leaving behind your friends and family 
for a person who a) you’ve never actually met 
and b) said he didn’t want a serious relationship 
with you? Also, being in a happy relationship 
with someone doesn’t necessarily mean you’d be 
compatible as roommates.  Here’s the thing: You 
say you like him enough to move in with him — 
but do you love him? And if you’ve never met 
IRL, how can you tell the difference?If he isn’t 
committed enough to meet you in person, it’s way 
too soon for you to commit to moving for him.

�♥
Why should we trust an undergrad to 
deliver anything resembling sound life 
advice? -Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,
The Times They Are a-Changin’. Would you really 
rather get life advice from a boomer?

�♥
Dear AJ, I want to break up with my 
partner, but I know they have big 
Valentine’s Day plans for us, including 
tickets to Disneyland and some really 
expensive gifts. Should I stick it out for 
another week, or would that be lying? 
-Stuck In Love

Dear Stuck In Love,
If you already know that you don’t want to be 
with your partner any longer, it’s best if you 
just get it frickin’ over with already and break 
things off. First off, do you really want to torture 
yourself by having to sit through elaborate 
Valentine’s Day plans with someone that you’re 
not in love with anymore?Second, breakups are 
painful enough already. Can you imagine how 
much more your partner is going to hate you once 
they realize that you are breaking up with them 
days after they have spent their last pennies on 
you? From their point of view, at least if you cut 
things off now, they can use those Disney tickets 
on someone who won’t curb stomp their heart. 
Put yourself in their shoes and consider their 
needs and desires in these final moments of your 
relationship — especially since your timing fucking 
sucks. Communicating in a caring manner about 
why you are ending things on such short notice 
would also be helpful in reducing your partner’s 
confusion as this might be very hard for them. 
Though I understand that initiating breakups can 
be hard, make like a pair of Nikes and just do it! It 
would also be best if you did it as soon as possible 
because I know return policies on some items are 
only 14 days. 

�♥

Happy shagging!
� xoxo,

AJ

Got questions for AJ? Send them in to 
opinion@dailynexus.com with the subject 

“Ask AJ.” 

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS

“Trying every academic 
subject and personal 
hobby under the sun 
hasn’t ignited some 
magical spark of interest 
that would tell me what to 
do with my life, but that’s 

okay.

MELANIE ZIMENT / DAILY NEXUS
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