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Associated Students Elections For 2019-2020
The Daily Nexus Editorial Board Presents:

Each student enrolled at UCSB pays 
$210.61 every quarter to Associated 

Students to go toward “a wide variety 
of operations of Associated Students 

that benefit the students of UCSB, the 
campus and the surrounding commu-

nity,” as written on the A.S. Finance 
and Business website. This amounts to 

an estimated $14 million a year. 

“Why Should I Care?” “What are the Different 
A.S. Positions?

”

“ How Can I Reach Out to 
My Senators and Other 

Executives?

”

“
When Does Voting Begin? ”

A.S. serves as an umbrella for dozens 
of organizations. The most well-known 
divisions of A.S. include the legislative 
branch (the A.S. Senate), the executive 

branch (the A.S. Executives) and the 
judicial branch (the A.S. Judicial Council). 

Within the A.S. Senate, there are 25 
senatorial positions.

The EVPSA position has been vacant 
since Spring Quarter 2018 following the 
disqualification of EVPSA-elect Mayela 
Morales and the two subsequent special 

elections that failed to meet the voter 
threshold. 

The IVP presides over the A.S. Senate, 
and has the power to serve as a tie-

breaking vote. 

 The EVPSA advocates for UCSB student 
issues at the state and federal level. 

There are multiple ways to contact your 
senators and executives. As of this year, 

the 69th senate passed a resolution 
that requires senators to provide their 

constituencies with an official Facebook 
page. 

Voting officially begins on April 22 at 8 a.m., 
or Monday of Week 4. It ends on April 25 at 4 
p.m. The results will be announced on April 
25 at a time and place to be determined. Log 

onto G.O.L.D. to cast your vote. 

The 25 senators are elected based on differ-
ent constituencies; there are 12 off-campus 
senator seats, five on-campus senator seats, 
four Letters & Science senator seats, one 
College of Engineering senator seat, one 
College of Creative Studies senator seat, 
one transfer senator seat and one universi-
ty-owned off-campus senator seat. 

There has been no College of Creative 
Studies senator for the past school 

year, and no students have declared 
candidacy for the seat this year’s 

election as of press time. 

Within the executive branch, there are 
five A.S. executive positions: president, 

internal vice president (IVP), external vice 
president for statewide affairs (EVPSA), 

external vice president for local affairs 
(EVPLA) and the student advocate general 

(S.A.G.).

The president serves as a representative of UCSB at 
the systemwide level and is a voice for students within 
the UCSB administration. They also work on projects 
within their own office to enhance the UCSB student 

experience and sit on various committees around 
campus.

Finally, the S.A.G. heads up the Office 
of the Student Advocate, which provides 

support for students/student groups 
who are involved in a dispute with the 

university. 

The EVPLA works with local government bodies, 
such as the I.V. Community Services District and the 

I.V. Recreation and Park District. 

To address the entire Senate as a whole, 
students or community members can speak 

at public forum during weekly Senate 
meetings, which begin at 6:30 p.m. on 

Wednesdays in the Flying A room of the 
University Center. The Senate does not hold 

meetings during Week 10 or finals week. 

A.S. executives also have official 
Facebook pages, where you will 

find their office hours, the location 
of their office hours, contact info 

and projects they are currently 
undertaking. 

Elections “Ask Me Anything” Endorsements P. 3-9
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The Weatherhuman hasn’t been dicked down for, like, 
three weeks, and ze is THIRSTIN’. Tomorrow’s Forecast: Hopefully some 

eggplant parmesan, if you get what ze’s saying ;).

WEATHER

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED
We are looking for the right genuine server, wine knowl-
edge a plus, for our dynamite team.
      We are energetic breakfast, busy lunches great 
happy hour and in house desserts. Stop by Andersens 
1106 State st. Santa Barbara or e-mail your resume
Email andersens@andersenssantabarbara.com

INSURANCE
Start your insurance career TODAY!
We are seeking a high energy, self-motivated and driven 
sales individual to join our team, specializing in Medicare 
and individual health. If you have a desire for a finan-
cially rewarding career. Be computer savvy, distinct on 
the phone and carry a professional demeanour. Position 
includes networking, willingness to learn products and 
sales techniques to meet achievable quota standards. 
Trainee starts at $15/hour. We get you licensed and pre-
pared. Start your Career Today! Call 805.683.3636
Email info@stevensinsurance.com

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

5/3/12

Level: 1 2 3 4

ACROSS
1 Talmud expert
6 ABBA singer

Ulvaeus
11 Dry, in a way
14 Latish curfew
15 Run down
16 Adherent’s suffix
17 One assaulting a

sorceress?
19 Postgrad degrees
20 2-1 or 3-2, in

baseball
21 Doesn’t feel so

hot
22 Tomato variety
25 Great price for a

meadow?
29 Burgers and More

restaurateur
31 South Pacific

region
32 Barbarian of film
33 H.S. health class
35 Shakespearean

cry that hints at
how 17-, 25-, 48-
and 56-Across
are formed

40 “__ Gold”: 1997
film

41 Orange Muppet
43 Order including

whales
47 Maître d’s

subordinate
48 Start of a cowboy

romance?
51 Sleep __

(computer
setting)

52 They can be
inflated

53 Come over the
top, in poker

55 Pilot’s fig.
56 Yarn donations?
62 Slogan site
63 April baby,

perhaps
64 Hallmark Channel

talk show
65 Roswell crashers,

purportedly
66 Doughnut filler
67 Many a double

agent

DOWN
1 Division in the

field
2 Wheel spinner’s

buy
3 Casino action
4 Casino game

5 Chat room
qualifier

6 What Clementine
fell into

7 Volkswagen
sedan

8 In normal
seasons, only
month when the
NBA, MLB, NHL
and NFL all have
scheduled games

9 Canadian singer
Carly __ Jepsen

10 Largely listener-
sponsored org.

11 Primate
12 Bibliographer’s

catchall
13 Textron-owned

plane maker
18 Body in the lake?
21 __ Khan
22 DVR button
23 Melville opus
24 DVR button
26 Forklift load
27 Solved with ease
28 Place with an

important part in
the Bible?

30 Bring about
33 Campaign tactic
34 Storm hdg.
36 Baldwin in Capital

One ads

37 Like the forest in
Longfellow’s
“Evangeline”

38 Aware of
39 Unsettled, in a

way
42 Browning’s

“before”
43 Whip up
44 Aerie nestling
45 Govt. securities
46 Legal chiefs:

Abbr.

47 Fillmore, for one
49 “Family Matters”

nerd
50 Impudent
54 Easy mark
56 Muslim’s journey
57 “We __ not alone”
58 Not a one
59 Michael Collins’s

org.
60 Noted 20th-

century diarist
61 Escape, with “out”

By Gareth Bain
(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 05/10/13

05/10/13

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Friday, May 10, 2013

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com
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In their interview with the Daily Nexus, Zion 
Solomon told the Nexus that they believe they are the 
most qualified person for the position of Associated 
Students president – and the Nexus agrees. 

The Nexus endorses Solomon, a second-year 
history of public policy major, for Associated Students 
president, a position that requires intense advocacy, 
poise and the ability to hear all students on campus, 
and one we believe Solomon is beyond well-suited for. 

The Nexus acknowledges that Solomon’s opponent, 
Alison Sir, is a formidable candidate in her own right 
– and we firmly believe that no matter who emerges 
as winner in next Thursday’s elections, the campus 
will be in safe hands – but Solomon’s tangible track 
record of creating change, and their concrete goals 
for the future, is what gave them a leg up over Sir.
QUALIFICATIONS: 

While both candidates have past experience 
as senators, Sir as an off-campus senator 
with the 68th Senate and Solomon as an 
on-campus senator with the 69th Senate, 
their experiences while at the table vastly 
vary. 

Solomon has gone above and beyond 
what the student body elected them to 
do during their term on the Associated 
Students (A.S.) Senate. It seems Solomon 
has a resolution on the table nearly every 
week, if not every other week.

Sir drafted three resolutions during her 
entire term as a senator. 

In their interview with the Nexus, Solomon cited 
their primary reason for running is because they 
genuinely wanted to help students, and because, having 
been engaged in so many spaces on campus, they 
understand what students need. 

Solomon firmly believes in the term “trickle-up 
social justice,” which they explained as helping the 
most marginalized, vulnerable people on campus: “the 
people who have their voices silenced the most.” 

Furthermore, Solomon’s resume sprawls all 
over campus – they have worked in Ortega Dining 
Commons, the Davidson Library, the UCen Bookstore, 
the A.S. Cashiers and Ticket Office and beyond. 

However, their most prominent role came in being 
the A.S. Finance and Business Chair, during which 
they kept track of nearly $15 million dollars in student 
fees while also holding an unwavering commitment 
to transparency through weekly graphics that showed 
students exactly where student fees go. 

Solmon has also reached outside of the senatorial 
role to organize the Trans Joy Take Over, a survivor 
solidarity event, and worked hard to promote the 
A.S. Book Bank in order to help students who may 
otherwise not be able to afford textbooks. 

“I’ve seen so many aspects of student life, I feel like 
that makes me very equipped and qualified,” they said 
in their interview with the Nexus.   

“I kept telling students this year, this is your money. 
A.S. needs to be less of an elitist thing, it takes work 
from people within it to share with people out of it and 
people who don’t know very much about it.” 

Their proudest moment as senator came when they 

drafted a resolution supporting the Black Student Union 
Demands and were able to see the tangible change 
being made for Black students on campus. 

As a senatorial candidate in Spring Quarter 2018, 
Solomon centered their platform on mental health 
education, pushing for decreased wait times at 
Counseling and Psychological Services (C.A.P.S.).

While this goal was not nearly unique at the time, 
Solomon won the most “first” votes out of any other 
o n - c a m p u s s e n a t o r 
during the 
Spring 

Q u a r t e r 
2 0 1 8 elections. 

They have further solidified relationships with 
UCSB administration, working with Vice Chancellor 
for Students Affairs Margaret Klawunn to lower the 
fee waiver for students who have been charged in the 
College Alcohol and Substance Education (C.A.S.E.) 
program, as well as supporting former A.S. Advisor 
LaDonte King’s legacy by creating the “King’s A+ For 
Excellence”  scholarship in his name. 

Solomon said they had to 
work hard to get that fee lowered.  
“I really had to show them that I’m not just a student 
who enjoys drinking and wants people to not get 
charged for that. It’s a serious issue... students were put 
in really bad financial situations because of the C.A.S.E. 
fee and sometimes it was just because they were caught 
with alcohol in a dorm or just very minor things when 
the real issue is actually binge drinking.”

Solomon also has a self-described “working 
relationship” with the Office of Financial Aid, putting 
on workshops with them and becoming familiar with 
the department’s director.

They further spoke to their attendance of conferences, 
noting they have a “really good network” at UC 
Berkeley and UC Santa Cruz. They have learned from 
those campuses and their student governments with the 
aim of making UC Santa Barbara’s A.S. better. 

GOALS IF ELECTED: 
It appears Solomon has not forgotten the C.A.P.S. 

goal that they ran on as a senatorial candidate, as 
Solomon noted in their interview with the Nexus that, if 
elected, they want to continue to push for more funding 
for C.A.P.S., along with a dozen other agenda items, 
which include: 

-Supporting the Black Student Union Demands;
-Working to make textbooks more affordable; 
-Creating UC-wide coalitions between student 

activists and student leaders; 
-Pushing the UC President, Janet Napolitano, to 

make sure students’ voices are heard; 
-Creating a peer mentor program with the Office 

of the President, in which students would be more 
informed about their financial aid and advising options;

-Continuing to put out surveys to gauge students’ 
needs;

-Expanding the A.S. Book Bank; 
-Creating a “legitimate” test bank so students can 

share notes, which Solomon believes will help with 

retention rates; 
-Creating an academic excellence initiative to create 

part-time jobs through the expansion of the book bank;
-Creating a program called Gaucho Career, which is 

a career development program that would help students 
get a headstart on a future career;

-Redesigning the A.S. website so it is more interactive; 
-Expanding the A.S. fellowship;
-Working with the Alumni Association to develop 

a mentorship program that would connect successful 
alumni and students;

-Moving beyond just the A.S. Senate’s live stream and 
live streaming meetings with all administration 

officials to make them more accessible;
-Create a lock-in fee that would support 
the cost of gender reassignment surgery, 

creating a grant similar to the ones given 
out by the Educational Opportunity 

Program; 
-And more. 

Sir is running on a 
platform of making college 
more affordable by lobbying 
legislators, introducing an 
app that would contain 
a list of all A.S. resources, 
purchasing a subscription 
to Headspace – a guided 

meditation app – for every 
student using A.S. monies and 

putting a vending machine in 
I.V. that would provide free meals 

to students with financial need and 
undocumented students. 

The latter project Sir has been working on 
during her “gap year” between senate and her 

candidacy.
 
OUR CONCERNS:
The Nexus acknowledges Solomon has a tendency to 

lean away from impartiality: a few weeks ago, they went 
as far as to call the other party “Colonizers United” in 
a tweet on their Twitter page, which was public at the 
time. We were disappointed when Solomon did not fully 
respond to our question about the tweet and a question 
about a judicial council case they were involved in. 

They did, however, admit that the tweet was a 
“momentary lapse” in judgement. 

If elected, Solomon said they would not use their private 
social media accounts for A.S. and political business. 

The second point of concern with Solomon’s 
candidacy – and one that gave the Nexus pause when 
discussing endorsements – was the fact that they 
deceived the student body during Fall Quarter 2018 by 
not living amongst their constituents. 

During their interview with the Nexus, Solomon 
admitted to living off campus during Fall Quarter 
2018, a possible violation of their term as an on-campus 

senator – an offense that fellow On-Campus Senator 
Yasamin Salari was removed from her position for. 

They spoke candidly about their situation, citing 
financial struggles as the reason. 

“In the beginning of the year and throughout the 
summer, I could not afford to live anywhere. So I didn’t 
have a lease… anywhere fall quarter,” Solomon said.

Solomon added that they did tell Internal Vice 
President Steven Ho about the situation; however, the 
fact remains that their constituents did not know. 

“I was living with a friend until I could afford to pay 
for winter and spring [quarters]. And I’m in a pretty bad 
place financially. I was trying to save up money.”

Solomon said the reason they didn’t speak about the 
issue publicly at the time is because they did not want 
“the additional burden” that came with the publicity 
that Salari had experienced. 

The Nexus acknowledges that Solomon’s deception 
was troubling. 

However, given Solomon’s ability to be candid 
and open with us now, combined with the financial 
hardships that they had faced, we do not believe this 
should affect the student body’s decision on who to 
choose as the president. 

Despite the Nexus’ specific concerns, we fully 
recognize Solomon’s cracks as a candidate are far and 
few compared to their successes. 

Solomon has created change in every corner of this 
campus. Even those not involved in A.S. circles – which 
are admittedly rather insulated – know Solomon as 
someone who has accomplished a lot in their short time 
at UCSB, a fact the Nexus found as we were deciding 
who to endorse. 

Solomon is a current second year, and while we realize 
that having a third-year A.S. president is a bit unorthodox, 
they appear to be naturally suited for the position. 

They are open about their struggles and their 
qualifications, and aren’t afraid to take on the realities 
of the job – they noted that their identity as a queer, 
Black person helps them to understand the struggle of 
all students, particularly marginalized ones. 

In their interview, Solomon put it aptly: “The most 
marginalized people [on campus] experience all the 
bugs in a system, like all the things going wrong with 
the association or the university… We’re able to feel it 
the most and then we’re able to advocate for them and 
make this university better in a way that benefits every 
single student on this campus.”

As echoed before, the Nexus believes that either 
Solomon or Sir would serve the school well; no matter 
who takes home a victory on the night of April 25, our 
school will be in good hands. 

However, the fact remains: our choice is Solomon 
– we have faith in them to not only do the job required 
if elected, but to also go above and beyond to advocate 
for UCSB students at every possible level. 

The Daily Nexus Editorial Board is comprised of the editor 
in chief and the news team. 

Zion Solomon for A.S. President
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The most marginalized people 
[on campus] experience all 

the bugs in a system, like all the 
things going wrong with the 
association or the university

“

ZION SOLOMON



Thursday, April 18, 2019 Daily Nexus4 News

SANYA KAMIDI / DAILY NEXUS 

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Daily Nexus endorses third-year political science major Matthew 
Griffin for external vice president for local affairs.

Griffin, who is running with Campus United, has an 
ambitious platform – creating a community court in Isla 
Vista, holding more Green Dot trainings, expanding the 
food bank program to I.V. and starting a community 
compost system – but one we believe he is more equipped 
to handle than his opponent, Christian Ornelas, third-
year environmental studies major. 

But that is not to say that 
Griffin’s endorsement is a 
complete stamp of approval: 
both candidates had 
significant advantages and 
weaknesses that the Nexus took 
into consideration. 

Ultimately, Griffin received the 
Nexus’ endorsement because of 
the work and familiarity 
he has with local 
government 
bodies and 
officials as 
well as his 
platform, which 
had more concrete ideas that 
could go a long way for the community 
if implemented. 

Griffin runs for this position after having 
worked in the Executive Vice President 
of Local Affairs (EVPLA) office since his 
freshman year, when he applied for the 
fellowship program within the office. That year, Griffin 
worked with then EVPLA Ashcon Minoiefar to find homes for students 
who were displaced due to a balcony collapse in a home on Del Playa Drive.

That same year, Griffin also served as the treasurer for Hall Council in 
Santa Cruz Hall. Griffin noted in his interview with the Nexus that Santa 
Cruz Hall was the only residence hall that year to not ask for additional 
funds from Residential Housing Association at the end of the year. He cited 
this as evidence of his fiscal responsibility, which he said he would apply to 
the EVPLA position. 

“I think that it’s important that people who are in those positions 
are responsible with student fees. And that’s an example of me being 
responsible as student fees,” Griffin said. 

The following year, Griffin served as the I.V. liaison for the office and 
began working with different groups in I.V. and familiarizing himself with 
the arena of local politics. 

This year, Griffin studied abroad in Fall Quarter. When he came back to 
UCSB, he did not serve in an Associated Students role on campus, but was 
involved with the Beloved Community Conference Committee and served 
as president of the UC Santa Barbara chapter of The One Campaign, an 
international organization taking action against poverty and preventable 
disease. 

Now, for his senior year, Griffin believes it is the right time for him to 
step into the position.

“I thought that I would come back [from studying abroad] and do what 

I’ve always wanted to do and be the EVPLA,” Griffin said. “Or at least give 
myself the chance to run and share my story with students and share why 
I think I would be the best candidate to represent students.”

As for his platform, Griffin has already made efforts to ensure the 
feasibility and completion of some of his projects. 

Griffin discussed the possibility of a community court in I.V. 
with local representatives Joan Hartmann and District 

Attorney Joyce Dudley, who he said were in 
favor of implementing the 

plan in the next year. 
The court would 
allow I.V. residents to 
attend hearings for 

minor infractions, such 
as underage drinking 

and parking violations, 
at a location in I.V. rather 

than at the courthouse in 
downtown Santa Barbara. 
Given the circumstances 

of many students in I.V., such 
as busy schedules and a lack of 
transportation, the option to attend 

h e a r i n g s locally would lift a weight off students’ 
shoulders.

“Most [students] don’t have cars and yes, there is a 
bus that goes down there, but most of these court dates 

are Friday at 8 a.m. and sometimes the buses are too full or 
sometimes [students] can’t get to the bus on time,” Griffin said. 

Griffin is also aiming for a project that has long been an unfulfilled 
aspect of previous EVPLA platforms: free Wi-Fi in parks and beaches in I.V. 
Although the project has failed to gain footing in the past, Griffin believes 
completing the project is just a matter of “laying the groundwork.”

“That’s a project that can’t be completed in nine months. It can be 
started in nine months, but then there’s lack of continuity in that transition. 
So I think that now, given the fact that we have structured government in 
Isla Vista… pushing for it and continuing to lay the groundwork for [the 
parks] can have it go throughout the next few years,” Griffin said. 

To address food insecurity, Griffin wants to create a food bank in I.V. 
by collaborating with local grocery stores to give away the food those 
stores don’t sell. Griffin said after meeting with someone from the I.V. Food 
Co-op, he believes stores would be willing to donate food that is close to 
expiring so that students can access it for free at a designated location in I.V. 

Despite his thorough platform ideas, which the Nexus believes will 
benefit students if they are seen through, Griffin still seems to be slightly 
out of touch with student issues. 

If elected, Griffin must ensure that groups which he cannot speak for are 
able and encouraged to speak and express their own concerns, grievances 
and hopes for the community.

“I cannot speak on behalf of all communities and identities in Isla Vista 
and UCSB’s campus, but I really like marketing Associated Students and I 
think that if the EVPLA Office and A.S. as a whole can work to market our 
services and market what we do as an entity, I think that that gives a little 
bit more outreach to those communities,” Griffin said. 

It is possible for Griffin to amplify these voices in his office, but it will be 
up to him to provide that opportunity.  

Griffin also failed to adequately address sexual assault, violence and 
harassment in his platform and interview. As something that has consistent 

advocacy from student organizations, UCSB’s Campus Advocacy, Resources 
& Education Center and I.V.’s local governments, sexual violence in I.V. and 
at UCSB is an issue that needs to be on the EVPLA’s radar. 

When discussing police presence in I.V., another contested issue in 
the community, Griffin again seemed to lack the perspective that some 
students hold about feeling unsafe with police. Griffin said he wants to 
“bridge the gap” between students and police, namely by holding public 
forums to foster discussions between the two and “really working to give 
more of a backstory of the police officers.” 

The Nexus had concerns that Griffin somewhat overlooked the serious 
worries of students who do not feel safe around police officers. Griffin 
offered some ideas to address the issue, but seemed to think that issue could 
be solved if students “understand who [police officers] are in general.” 

Finally, in comparison with Ornelas, Griffin lacked the same charisma 
and confidence that his opponent displayed. Student leaders –– all 
leaders –– need to be able to inspire hope, assurance and trust in their 
constituents. Neither EVPLA candidates completely achieved this, but 
Ornelas’ personable character is an advantage he has over Griffin.   

If elected, Griffin will need to keep these concerns at the forefront of his 
agenda as EVPLA and if he does, there is potential for a successful EVPLA 
term. 

Again, neither candidate perfectly embodies the ideal candidate for this 
position. Although Ornelas might be more personable with constituents, 
his platform projects fell short of Griffin’s, and lacked concrete plans for 
execution. 

Ornelas listed some of his proposals for his term as creating a monthly 
farmer’s market in I.V. and special topic classes co-taught by professors and 
students. These ideas are not bad, but they’re not the most pressing needs 
of students at the moment. 

Ornelas seemed to have a better sense of student opinions’ on issues 
like police presence and sexual violence, but had little understanding of 
government agencies in I.V.

The Nexus believes Griffin will use his position as EVPLA to fulfill his 
platform and serve students to his best ability. Griffin is knowledgeable 
about the EVPLA office, familiar with I.V. terrain and has ideas that could 
really make a difference in students’ everyday lives.

The Daily Nexus Editorial Board is comprised of the editor in chief and the 
news team. 

Matthew Griffin for EVPLA
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SANYA KAMIDI / DAILY NEXUS 

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Daily Nexus endorses Alli Adam, a third-year political science major, 
to serve as the 2019-2020 internal vice president of the 70th Associated 
Students Senate. 

While the textbook definition of the Internal Vice President (IVP), 
according to Associated Students (A.S.) legal code, is relatively simple – 
monitoring student fees, representing A.S. in internal affairs, serving as a 
liaison between A.S., the Office of Student Life and campus organizations 
– the true test of competency is how well one can manage and facilitate a 
productive Senate meeting. 

Adam is the sole candidate in this year’s Internal Vice President race after 
the Isla Vista Party candidate, Yash Nagpal, dropped out of his party’s slate 
during Week One. 

Throughout the past year, A.S. Senate was led by IVP Steven Ho. 
Although Ho did make an effort to keep his Senate under tabs, multiple 
instances of disorder showcased in Senate meetings were ultimately left 
unmediated by Ho, who is responsible for being both diplomatic and 
bipartisan in the position. 

The Nexus believes Alli Adam will better equipped to handle unruly 
situations and facilitate Senate meetings. 

This year, Adam served as a Letters and Sciences senator where she 
learned that the common goal of A.S. — to help the student body as a whole 
— often gets lost in “pettiness on the Senate floor.” 

“I want to run for internal vice president to access the full potential and 
legitimacy that the Senate could have,” Adam said. 

Adam plans to crack down on the use of technology during public forum, 
which is an area that she believes Ho did not spend enough effort to enforce. 

Adam finds the current penalty for technology use, docking honoraria, 
to be ineffective, noting that most senators breach the policy and use 
technology anyways. 

To remediate this problem, Adam plans to have senators “put their phone 
next to their name tags,” where they will be much more visible to the public, 
other senators and the IVP. 

Adam proposed this idea because she finds that senators “aren’t as 
attentive” as they should be, despite the importance of public forum, 
when “members of our community and our campus come to talk to who 
they believe is to be representing them and responsive to their needs and 
responsive to their concerns.” 

To further uphold a healthy environment at Senate meetings, Adam said 
she will have “no problem kicking people out of public forum if they are 
inappropriate… I can’t have my senators feeling like they’re unsafe when 
somebody’s coming in for public forums.”

When questioned about her qualifications for the position, Adam cited 
her experience in mock trial, public speaking, her work in the office of 
the External Vice President of Local Affairs, an internship at the Alumni 
Association and her work in Senate this past year. 

Although Adam’s public forum resolution didn’t “pan out” the way she 
wanted it to, she stands behind it because it provides students a concrete 
and guaranteed time to speak at public forum. The resolution was created 
in order to hold public forum at a set time, before the “new business” section 
of the Senate agenda. 

On top of her resolution, Adam also provided students with a “campus-
wide school supply drive,” where she was “able to save the time and money 
of over 500 students during Week One.”  

In terms of personal qualities, Adam said she will take advantage of her 
assertiveness and confidence to help keep order and set precedent at Senate 
meetings.  

“I’m confident and unafraid to have order in the Senate room because I 

think the lack of order and the lack of control has let us senators think we 
can do whatever we want,” Adam said. “We all need to be on the same page 
and we all need to have a consistent behavior so that we’re cohesive and 
we’re productive.”

However, when asked about an instance where she was able to display 
her assertiveness, Adam was not able to list any tangible examples, citing the 
“toxic” and “disheartening” atmosphere at Senate meetings where she felt 
“honest opinions aren’t valued.” 

On a larger scale, the role of IVP requires whoever is filling the seat to 
remain neutral, unbiased and bipartisan. Adam has run with Campus United, 
one of the two A.S parties, for both her Senate and executive campaigns. 

When questioned about her bipartisanship, Adam pledged that, even in 
the event all other executives are members of the Isla Vista Party, “I am 100% 
committed to being a neutral and unbiased IVP.” 

Adam believes that “drive” and “determination” are much stronger 
metrics of qualification than party affiliation. 

Adam believes working with other executives is “about setting clear goals 
and clear standards so that we can refer back to them when things do get 
tricky.” 

When asked to critique the current IVP, Adam cited multiple grievances 
with Ho throughout the year. 

Adam is chiefly concerned with the timeliness of training, which 
educates incoming senators on the various parts of A.S. According to 
Adam, no formal training occurred until Winter Quarter, two quarters after 
elections concluded. 

“I kind of felt like our first half of Senate was whether or not you had an 
in with Steven and you could be his friend enough to get the information,” 
she said. 

Honoraria, another aspect that Adam holds frustration with, failed to be 
distributed in a timely manner this year. Honoraria is sometimes used for 
“basic needs,” according to Adam, when students rely on its timeliness to 
make payments. To combat this, Adam pledges to ensure that honoraria 
will be paid on time at the end of each quarter, as well as to post honoraria 
links so necessary BCUs (Boards, Committees and Units) can receive their 
funding as well. 

Adam’s final grievance with Ho’s tenure rests in his oversight of the 
Senate as a whole. Adam said Ho let senators “run amok” during Senate 
meetings, which hindered the Senate’s ability to have productive meetings. 

Ho’s poor control of Senate resulted in “a lack of change being made for 
students,” Adam said, as well as “a lack of legislation because certain senators 
feel like if they introduce something, it’s going to be like verbally scoffed at.”

Currently, Adam is working with another senator, Melissa Perez, to 
create an alternative method for members of A.S. to interact with students, 
as she finds that the default settings of Senate meetings are often “toxic” and 
“intense,” which can deter students from sharing their ideas. 

“Whether it’s on FaceTime, whether it’s an anonymous email or an 
anonymous comment, we’re going to have a list that we want to get back 
out to the students so that they know how they can still contact us if they 
don’t feel comfortable in the room,” Adam said. 

There is also room for improvement in how senators manage BCUs. 
Adam feels that senators need to do a better job listening to BCUs needs, 
as it is a senator’s job to be a liaison between their respective BCU and the 
Senate itself. 

If elected, Adam suggested that she will ask future senators to “personalize” 
relationships with their respective BCU, so they can better tune in to each 
BCU’s specific need.

“For me, it comes down to personalizing and, as a senator, how you’re 
going to work with your BCU,” she said. 

To maintain transparency within the Senate, Adam proposed the idea 

of holding one-on-one meetings with each senator every quarter. By doing 
so, the meetings will allow her to maintain “a clear line of communication” 
among the entire Senate and help answer any questions senators have by 
pointing them in the right direction.

At every Senate meeting, there is an allocated spot on the agenda for 
specific on-campus organizations to deliver an update. However, there 
is almost never a physical presence. Adam plans to “hunt down” these 
representatives because hearing from them “really helps senators know what 
those spaces are up to,” as well as “build trust in senators so they can go and 
collaborate with those people on certain issues.”

Next year, if elected, Adam would like to have more oversight of Finance 
and Business, the IVP’s administrative committee and have a Counseling 
and Psychological Services (C.A.P.S.)  counselor present at every Senate 
meeting. 

Adam also expressed her frustration in the lack of resources for students 
to store their belongings at the end of Spring Quarter. Currently, students 
can take their belongings home, pay a fee to keep it in a storage locker or 
move into their new residence two weeks after finals end. Adam would 
like to create an interim storage solution to allow students to store their 
belongings as they shift between leases. 

Furthermore, Adam would also like to incorporate more funding to 
“prioritize mental health” without raising student fees. 

Ultimately, Adam has not demonstrated as much tangible change in 
Senate as the Nexus would like to see. But we do believe that, coupled with 
her ideas to improve the role of IVP, her work outside of Senate and her drive 
to make A.S. a better entity, Adam is an effective, bipartisan and diplomatic 
candidate for the role of internal vice president. 

Most importantly, we believe she has the maturity and confidence to 
facilitate Wednesday night A.S. Senate meetings effectively. 

The Daily Nexus Editorial Board is comprised of the editor in chief and the 
news team.

Alli Adam for Internal Vice President
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Alexandra Leal Silva for EVPSA
Daily Nexus Editorial Board 

Isla Vista Party candidate Alexandra Leal Silva 
and Campus United candidate Daevionne Beasley are 
both confident, charismatic and genuine leaders. Both 
candidates have the ability to rally students behind them 
and both seem to sincerely care about the well-being of 
UC Santa Barbara students. 

However, when speaking in terms of qualifications, 
and who is most ready to serve as External Vice President 
for Statewide Affairs (EVPSA), the answer becomes clear: 
the Nexus endorses Alexandra Leal Silva for the position 
of EVPSA.

Leal Silva, a third-year history of public policy major, 
has been working in the EVPSA office for the past three 
years. She started off as a fellow her first year, went on 
to work as the community organizing director and is 
currently the legislative director in the office.

She knows the EVPSA office inside out — she knows 
how to get things done and exactly who to work with to 
make things happen. 

Leal Silva has spent the last three years working 
behind the scenes, and it’s time for her to be in the 
spotlight. 

“I think the EVPSA is a very unique position in which 
it’s not something that you can just come into and know 
what you’re doing,” Leal Silva said. “There are so many 
institutions that you’re navigating, so many relationships 
that have to be formed. Frankly, they get the work done 
and I think I’ve really put in the groundwork to allow 
myself to do that work.”

“I know what a successful office looks like versus one 
that needs more work. I have worked in every single 
office that has existed on this campus for the past three 
years.”

Leal Silva has ample experience working with 
Associated Students (A.S.) Lobby Corps; this past year, 
she has been working on Senate Bill 24, a bill which 
would ensure abortion by medication access on college 
campuses. 

Last year, Leal Silva helped create Coffee and Calls, 
which provided students with the opportunity to call 
their senators about certain legislation while having a free 
cup of coffee in the Arbor. 

The Nexus asked Leal Silva why she decided to stay 
working behind the scenes for so long, and her answer 
further confirmed that she is now ready to take on the 
position. 

“I am a big believer in taking space and leaving space 
and knowing when to step up and knowing when to take 
a step back and just do the work,” Leal Silva said. “I’m not 
ashamed to admit that I wouldn’t have been able to serve 
our students as well last year.”

Leal Silva made it clear that she will not be affected 
by any of the drama or toxicity that comes with party 
politics in A.S. 

“The EVPSA office is such a unique space. It’s one 
space that, personally, I’ve never seen become enthralled 
with the drama that sometimes can enthrall A.S.,” she 
said. “It’s not the sense of superiority or like ‘we’re above 
it,’ but it’s this sense of knowing... we’re working for 
something so big, we’re working for ideas that seem so 
unattainable.”

“There isn’t time to get caught up in all of it.” 
For the first two years of Leal Silva working 

in the EVPSA office, the o f f i c e 
was “CU-controlled.” 

“For me, it comes down 
to: Are you down to do 
the work?” 

Leal Silva said. 
“At the end of the day, the boy living on Picasso, 

the girl living on Sabado… they don’t care about your 
business. They don’t care about your drama, they just 
care about how you’re doing work that helps them.”

If elected, Leal Silva hopes to focus on expanding 
financial aid and focus specifically on advocating for the 
Middle Class Scholarship. 

Leal Silva also wants to focus on deferred maintenance 
funding. 

“We need to talk about how Girvetz is in shambles, 
but we have brand new bioengineering buildings,” Leal 
Silva said. “Our students should feel like they all have 
access to this equal level of education and that they’re not 
being left behind because of their major.”

“Newsom asks that we add a thousand more students 
to the UC system. How could we possibly accommodate 
for those students if we can’t accommodate for the ones 
we already have?”

Leal Silva’s maturity and sense of responsibility are 
two qualities necessary for the EVPSA position, but more 
than anything, Leal Silva sold the Nexus on her pure 
passion for the work she does and the goals she has for 
UCSB if elected into the position. 

“I want UCSB to be a leader of force when it comes 
to these issues. I want them to think of our campus as 
an indispensable area of innovation and of creativity and 
community. I think that we already have it and I think 
we can do more of it, and I would love to help lead us to 
that next step.”

Leal Silva also referenced the Finance and Business 
Committee budget reports that On-Campus Senator 
Zion Solomon has been creating, stating she wants to 
take similar steps in order to be transparent with the 
amount of money spent on lobbying trips. 

“I’m very aware that the EVPSA has one of the biggest 
budgets in A.S. because they do work that needs, frankly, 
more money,” Leal Silva said. “But being intentional and 
being like ‘just so you know, this is what we’re doing with 
the [money]’… can really, I think, strengthen that bond of 
trust between the student body and the office.” 

In terms of what the EVPSA office has done to 
increase transparency during the time Leal Silva has 
worked in it, Leal Silva said she believes the social media 
presence of the office has grown over the last three years 
in order to keep students in the loop, and she hopes the 
office’s social media presence will continue to grow. 

Leal Silva also showed that she knows exactly who 
to work with within A.S. for the projects she wants to 
take on. 

She talked about funding to address food insecurity 
in I.V., and said she would work with the Executive Vice 
President for Local Affairs and the A.S. Food Bank. She 
discussed addressing the holes in Title IX policy, and said 
she would work with C.A.R.E. and Take Back the Night. 
Leal Silva also mentioned working with the Human 
Rights Board to advocate for gun violence legislation.

Leal Silva is also knowledgeable about UCSB’s role in 
the United States Students Association (USSA) and the 
University of California Student Association (UCSA). 

“UCSB pays the most dues to the UCSA, which 
means that when we’re talking about issues, 
t h e y need to listen to our 

campus because we’re 
paying the 

most 

money.” 
“I think the money that we do put forth is doing 

tangible good. It is doing really great things in terms of 
supporting the undocumented community, in terms of 
supporting sustainable programs, and in terms of funding 
the UC,” she added.  “As EVPSA, I want to make sure 
that those benefits are being felt on our campus.” 

This past year, Leal Silva has been working on the 
Government Relations Committee of UCSA, which 
includes the legislative directors of other UCs; Leal Silva 
has effectively built connections with other UC EVPSA 
offices already. 

“I’ve learned a lot from listening to how Berkeley 
runs their office, to San Diego, to Santa Cruz, and they 
all have such critical ways of approaching these issues,” 
Leal Silva said. “I almost don’t want to compare them 
because I don’t want the space to feel like a race or like a 
competition.

“It very much so should exist as a collaborative space 
where you’re learning from each other.”

Leal Silva also seems committed to doing whatever 
it takes to help marginalized students on campus and 
added that she wants to continue to advocate for UCSA’s 
Undocumented Student’s Lobby Day.

“That’s what allyship is… It’s using your privilege to 
say, ‘I’m going to step aside and give you my stage for 
however long you need it to get your point across.’”

Leal Silva also believes that it wouldn’t be her 
constituents’ jobs to come to her, but instead, it would be 
her job to go to them. 

“If you want to know what’s affecting students in the 
[Muslim Student Association], you have to go to an MSA 
meeting and sit down and listen. You want to understand 
what’s affecting students in Indus or MEChA or even 
CLAS.… go to CLAS and ask the tutors ‘what are you 
witnessing?’”

“Go to a C.A.P.S. psychologist [and ask] ‘What 
services would help you do your job better?’ It’s all very 
worth it if you want to understand where students are at.” 

The Nexus does believe that Beasley is a capable 
leader. He is the director of internal affairs for 
the Coalition for a Better UC 

(CBUC), and he spoke to the work he has done on one of 
the CBUC’s goals to expand the Cal Grant.

Beasley has refreshing ideas. He wants to help stop the 
UC from doing business with corporations that profit off 
of prison labor and support formerly incarcerated young 
adults who apply to UCSB, along with his more common 
platform point of decreasing the burden of tuition for UC 
students. 

When asked why he decided to run this year, Beasley 
said, “I figured it was, you know, prime time because I’ll 
be going into my third year. I don’t want to do it while I’d 
be studying abroad my senior year.”

“I figured if I were to run this quarter, then my term 
would start while we were still doing the hearings for the 
bill, so I’d be able to use the resources from the office to 
be able to try to push this bill and push student issues as 
a whole.”

While the Nexus admires Beasley’s work on the 
Summer Cal Grant bill, we are concerned that this one 
bill will end up being his primary focus.

“I know that he has done a lot of work regarding Cal 
Grants and financial aid,” Leal Silva said when asked 
about her opponent.  

“There is a lot to be considered and it can’t be just that.” 
Leal Silva added that she’s had the “privilege of 

working with him and working with his group on the 
Cal Grant,” and that she believes he is doing “incredible 
work.” 

Leal Silva said that Beasley is “an example of what 
student leadership is and of what boots-on -the-ground 
work is,” and she wants to continue to collaborate with 
Beasley. 

Leal Silva has the broad knowledge of issues that are 
required of the EVPSA to know about, and we do not 
believe that Beasley has the insight or experience that 
Leal Silva has. 

When Leal Silva was a first year at UCSB, she applied 
to a lobbying trip and did not get in. Leal Silva spoke to 
how disappointed she felt, and she mentioned how the 
legislative director in the EVPSA office at the time told 

her that she had to make herself “indispensable” on 
this campus.

“[He said] ‘you need to be one of the people 
that if we’re talking about Title 

IX, or if we’re talking about 
financial aid, we think 
of you automatically as 
someone we need to have 
on our team.’” 

Leal Silva has done 
just that — she has 
become indispensable 
on this campus.

“We have so much 
potential,” Leal Silva 
said toward the end of 
her interview. “If chosen 
to serve, I would give 

it everything I had and 
more.” 

We believe her. 
The Daily Nexus 

Editorial Board is 
comprised of the editor in 
chief and the news team.

SANYA KAMIDI / DAILY NEXUS 
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SPORTS
The Golden State Warriors blew 
a 31-point lead earlier this week 
against the L.A. Clippers in their 
second playoff game. Seems like 
the numbers three and one are 
a bad sign for the Dubs in the 

postseason.

Armchair QB
This weekend the men’s and women’s 

track and field teams are set to compete 
in the Bryan Clay, Mt. Sac and Beach 

invitationals. 

Track & Field

No. 4 UCSB To Face CSUN in Big West Quarterfinals
Richard Benites
Staff Writer

 With the regular season all wrapped up, the postseason for 
men’s volleyball is now upon us. Tournament seeding also gives 
us an early look at who plays whom and when they do, and No. 
4  UCSB looks to put up a good showing in this year’s Big West 
Men’s Volleyball Championship.
 The f irst opponent that’ ll be standing in the way of the 
UCSB’s postseason glory is a familiar one: CSUN. This meet-
ing will ref lect shades of 2018’s quarterf inals considering the 
Matadors had eliminated the Gauchos from the postseason 
almost a year ago. UCSB will want to f lip the narrative back in 
their favor and put up an imposing performance that’s represen-
tative of their status as a top-four program in the nation.
 Although the Gauchos will be coming of f a recent slump in 
form, following a four-game losing streak against No. 1 Hawai’ i 
and No. 5 UCI, hopes are high to f inish out yet another strong 
season’s campaign.
 UCSB currently stands at an overall record of 17-9 on the 
season, or a winning percentage of .654. Playing in arguably 
the most competitive league, the Gauchos’ conference record 

comes in at 4-5.
 As for CSUN, the Matadors have won three of their last four 
matches to close out the regular season, including a 3-2 home 
win over No. 5 UCI.
 On the season, CSUN holds a f lat .500 win percentage at an 
overall record of 13-13. The Matadors’ 3-7 conference record 
places them f ifth in the league table, only one seeding spot 
behind Santa Barbara.    
 Historically speaking, the Gauchos hold a slight advantage 
against the Matadors, with an all-time series record of 53-40. 
UCSB was also victorious in their most recent bout back in late 
March, where they bested CSUN f irst at home by means of a 
3-0 clean sweep, then on the road in a much closer 3-2 af fair.
 Ones to watch on the opposing end includes CSUN’s senior 
outside hitter Dimitar Kalchev and redshirt freshman setter 
Taylor Ittner. Kalchev leads his side in total kills thus far in the 
season with a total of 333; that’s 100 kills more than the next 
top scorer for the Matadors. 
 As for Ittner, he’s in control of it all when it comes to distri-
bution. Ittner’s 947 assists is a staggering amount, but it helps 
when you have hungry scorers like Kalchev backing you.
 For the Gauchos, players to watch include junior opposite 

Keenan Sanders, junior setter Casey McGarry and junior setter 
Randy DeWeese. 
 Through the 95 sets he’s played, Sanders has tallied a total 
of 156 kills; that’s a kill per set ratio of 1.64. Although only the 
third-highest scorer for the Gauchos, Sanders’ expertise with 
starting last year’s quarterf inal matchup against CSUN will 
prove very valuable. 
 As for the junior setter’s situation, Gaucho Head Coach Rick 
McLaughlin will possibly have to f igure out some sort of a 
rotation, considering both players’ form. With more sets under 
DeWeese’s belt, only six assists separate him from McGarry. 
However, just like Sanders, McGarry is familiar with this oppo-
nent and scenario. Regardless, both setters are wildly talented 
and have played crucial parts in getting UCSB here.
 This match is looking to be a close and competitive one, 
worthy of closing out the f irst night of the Big West Men’s 
Volleyball Championship. 
 The winner of this one is slated to take on f irst seed Long 
Beach State the day after.
 The UCSB versus CSUN quarterf inal is all set and only days 
away. The match is scheduled for this Thursday, April 18, at 
10:30 p.m. in Honolulu, Hawaii.

No. 11 Gauchos Host No. 13 Long Beach for Senior Night

ANGIE BANKS / DAILY NEXUS 

Kunal Mehta
Staff  Writer

 No. 11 UCSB women’s water polo team, 19-7 
overall and 2-2 in conference play, will play their 
f inal game of the regular season at home against 
No. 13  Long Beach State as well as honor seniors 
utility Kate Pipkin, attacker Sarah Kreiser and center 
defender Shannon Moran.
 Santa Barbara heads into this game looking to 
get back into the win column as they lost their last 
matchup against No. 5 Hawai‘ i. 
 Despite strong play from junior utility Sarah 
Snyder, who had a hat trick, the Gauchos were 
unable to overcome their slow start.  Moreover, both 
sophomore goalkeeper Becca Buck and junior goal-
keeper Kenzi Snyder combined for 10 saves in the 
matchup. 
 Long Beach State, who is currently 15-12 overall, 
have lost two straight by an average margin of six 
goals. 
 After getting of f to a shaky start to begin the sea-
son, the 49ers won nine straight games. 
 Freshman attacker Orsi Hertzka leads her team 
with 62 goals and eight assists and will be a tough 
matchup for the Gauchos’ defense. 
 On the other side of the pool, junior goalkeeper 
Eirini Patras has 165 saves on the year with a save 
percentage of 46%.
 For UCSB to come out with the win this weekend, 
it will be crucial for them to get of f to a strong start. 
In order for this to happen, the squad will need to 
score early and often to put pressure on Long Beach 
State. 
 This will not only give them an early lead but also 
allow them to play more freely. 
 With three seniors graduating, their production 
and leadership will surely be missed. 
 Pipkin has been the stabilizing force for the ’Chos 

both on the of fensive and defensive end of the pool. 
Currently, she is third on the team in goals and f irst 
in assists, which is a big reason why Santa Barbara 
has been so dangerous on the of fensive end of the 
pool. 
 “Kate acts like a coach in the water,” Head Coach 
Serela Kay explained. “She has a very high game IQ 
and reads the game very well. Whether she is scor-
ing the goal or being the playmaker, she usually has 
some kind of hand on the ball.”
 For Kreiser, she has had one of her best seasons 
as a Gaucho with 31 goals, 25 assists and 27 steals. 
Kreiser has been extremely consistent this year and 
has taken the pressure of f of Sarah Snyder on the 
of fensive end of the pool. 
“Sarah not only works very hard but also is very 
passionate in everything she does,” Kay said. “She is 
a f ierce driver primarily because of her mobility in 
the water.”                                  
 Lastly, Moran has been the anchor of the UCSB 
defense this season. 
 With her constantly communicating with her 
teammates, this has allowed the entire squad to play 
more aggressively. 
 “Shannon has come very far since she had f irst 
arrived on campus,” Kay stated. “She came in as 
an attacker, but now her position has completely 
changed. She has done a great job of adjusting to her 
role on the team and really embracing it.”
 With such a young roster, the future is very bright 
for the ’Chos as they will return almost all their 
starters. 
 This will allow the group to further grow their 
chemistry and almost certainly follow up this season 
with another successful year.
 Santa Barbara will play their f inal game of the 
season against the 49ers at 12 p.m. this Saturday, 
April 20, as they look to pick up their 20th win of 
the season.

NEXUS FILE PHOTO



Thursday, April 18, 2019Daily Nexus 11Sports

No. 7 UCSB Puts 9-Game 
Win Streak on the Line 

Versus UC Davis

Jake Ciccone
Staff Writer
 
The Gauchos will look to bounce back from a series 
sweep at the hands of Hawaii as they travel down to 
Long Beach to play their next series against Long 
Beach State. 
 UCSB’s 7-33 overall record and 1-8 conference 
record puts it in eighth place in the Big West, while 
LBSU sits in f if th place with a 17-21 overall record and 
a 4-5 record in conference. 
 Both teams are still trying to gain some positive 
momentum as they get deeper into Big West play, as 
LBSU has only won one series in conference play so far, 
while UCSB is still looking for its f irst series win of the 
season. 
 The Gauchos will ride the bats of Sammy Fabian 
and Maci Fines in the hopes of f inally breaking out on 
of fense, as they have yet to score more than three runs 
in any Big West matchup so far this season. 
 Sammy Fabian’s bat has cooled of f slightly from an 
incredible .473 non-conference average to just .286 
since the start of conference play, but she did go 3-9 
in the last series against Hawaii and was just one of 
two Gauchos to record a multiple hit game against the 
Rainbow Wahine. 
 Sophomore Maci Fines has also solidif ied herself as 
one of the more consistent hitters in UCSB’s lineup, as 
she has held steady throughout the whole season and 
is second on the team with a .250 batting average in 
conference play. 
 If Santa Barbara wants to show some improvement 
and win more games down the stretch, it will need 
more hitters to step up and produce, because by only 
scoring 10 runs in its f irst nine conference games, the 
pitching staf f has f ielded a lot of pressure to keep games 
within reach.

 Run support and strong outings from the pitchers 
will be especially key for the Gauchos as they try to 
slow down arguably the best of fense in the Big West. 
 LBSU has four hitters inside the top 15 in terms of 
batting average in the conference, all hitting above .336 
on the season. 
 The Beach’s lineup is spearheaded by Jamie Wren, 
whose .367 batting average ranks seventh in the Big 
West. She also ranks in the top 10 in runs, hits, doubles, 
home runs, RBIs and total bases. 
 As a team, Long Beach ranks f irst in overall batting 
average, hits and doubles, and it has proven to be elite 
at putting the ball in play as it has the least amount of 
strikeouts in the entire conference. 
 The Gauchos will have to look to exploit Long 
Beach’s pitching staf f, which has been its most notable 
weakness on an otherwise well-rounded team. 
 Through nine Big West games, Long Beach ranks 
last in terms of combined ERA at 4.63, as opposed to 
UCSB, whose 3.56 mark ranks sixth in the conference. 
 LBSU has a potent of fense that can put up runs in 
a hurry, but its pitching staf f has been unable to keep 
opponents at bay, and that is where it is limited as a 
team. 
Long Beach has given up f ive or more runs in f ive of 
its nine conference games, and it has a 1-4 record in 
those games. 
 If there is any team that UCSB’s of fense can break 
out of its slump against, it is a team like Long Beach 
that has had a lot of dif f iculty limiting the scoring of its 
opponents.
 The Gauchos will look to gain some momentum on 
the road before returning home for two consecutive 
series following this one. 
 The series against Long Beach will begin with a dou-
bleheader on Friday, April 19, with the f irst game start-
ing at 1 p.m., followed by the series f inale on Saturday.

Struggling Gauchos Look To Slow Down Potent LBSU Offense

SIAVASH GHADIRI / DAILY NEXUS 

Jorge Mercado
Editor in Chief

 Fresh off a series sweep of then No. 16 UC Irvine 
this past weekend, the No. 7 UCSB baseball team is 
riding its biggest high of the season. 
 Not only are the Gauchos a league-best 5-1, but 
they also possess a 27-5 overall record, the best 
winning percentage in the nation (.844),  and are 
currently on a nine-game winning streak — that’s 
only their second best run this season.
 UCSB will hope to continue this hot streak it has 
going when it welcomes UC Davis into town this 
weekend. The Aggies are currently 11-18 overall 
and are tied for seventh in the Big West with a 3-6 
conference mark.
 All season long, Santa Barbara has produced eff i-
cient play, both at the plate and on the f ield. Last 
weekend’s sweep of UCI, however, proved that this 
UCSB team is not a f luke, they are for real. 
 In that series, the Gauchos pitching staff held 
the Anteaters to just an average of f ive hits and one 
run per game. Coming into that series, Irvine had 
averaged eight hits per game and nearly seven runs. 
 Additionally, UCSB totaled 28 hits and 17 runs 
during the series. Irvine had given up an average 
of seven hits and just 3.5 runs per game before the 
three-game set.
 Point is, UCSB proved a lot last weekend, and, 
despite UC Davis posing less of a threat, there is no 
doubt this team is still gearing to prove everybody 
wrong. 
 Sitting at f irst place in the Big West, the Gauchos 
are currently in prime position to claim its f irst Big 
West title since 1986.
 A big reason for that is the renewed offensive 
output, specif ically, power hitting. The Gauchos 
have already surpassed their home run total of 2018 
(34), with 38 thus far with 22 games still remaining. 
 This season, UCSB is 22-1 when hitting at least 
one home run in a game. It is 5-4 when it fails to do 
so.
 Even beyond the long ball, Santa Barbara leads 
the entire country in triples with 21. Outf ielders 
Armani Smith and Tommy Jew keep jockeying for 
the team lead in triples with the former having six 
and latter having f ive. Smith ranks second in the 

country while Jew ranks ninth.
 Funny enough, Smith and Jew are also tied for 
the most home runs on the team with each having 
eight a piece.
 Junior catcher Eric Yang is also continuing his 
great season. Yang leads UCSB with a .393 batting 
average which also ranks 43 in the country. His 34 
RBI’s are also a team high. 
 The catcher has also been a beast behind the 
plate, boasting a .996 f ielding percentage and he has 
thrown out 50% of base runners attempting to steal.
 UCSB’s pitching staff has also been nothing 
short of great. The staff currently ranks eighth in 
WHIP (1.13) and 13th in ERA (3.20) in the country.
 Friday starter Ben Brecht has been awesome 
this season. Brecht leads the Big West and ranks 
fourth in the nation with seven wins and boasts a 
2.75 ERA. His 69 strikeouts are also the best in the 
league.
 Junior right-handed pitcher Chris Lincoln has 
also been a reliable arm out the pen, especially in 
the clutch, as his eight saves are tied for the league 
high. 
 Freshman pitcher Michael McGreevy, the usual 
f irst pitcher out of the pen for the ‘Chos, currently 
possesses the best ERA in the league with a 1.57.
 The Aggies are led by sophomore inf ielder 
Tanner Murray at the plate, who leads the team 
with a .427 BA with one home run and 14 RBIs. He 
earned a Big West Field Player of the Week honor 
earlier this season.
 The pitching staff is led by Friday starter Brett 
Erwin who is 3-3 with a 2.79 ERA. As a team, the 
Aggies hit .280 and have a team ERA of 5.76.
 Overall, UCSB has proven how good it is this 
season, especially at home where the team is 17-1. 
Now, Santa Barbara can’t afford to take its foot off 
the pedal. It has to continue the pace it is playing at, 
lock up a Big West title, and who knows what else. 
 Maybe it’s second ever host for a regional or even 
its f irst host for a Super Regional.
 UCSB will begin its series against UC Davis at 
3 p.m. on Thursday, April 18 at Caesar Uyesaka 
Stadium. 
 Game two will commence at 3 p.m. on Friday 
while game three will start at 1 p.m. on Saturday at 
the same location.SIAVASH GHADIRI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Few things in this world are more 
convoluted than a Brockhampton 
projec t rol lout . Since the g roup’s 
i ncept ion ,  t he  member s  have 
confused today’s music landscape 
with release a f ter release (and a 
few announcements fol lowed by 
cancel lat ions).  Now, we beg in to 
see some more solo work f rom the 
Brock hampton founder h imse l f , 
Kevin Abstrac t .

Abst rac t cer ta in ly harbors the 
most e s tabl i shed d i scog raphy of 
Brock hampton.  Ant ic ipat ion ha s 
only g rown coming of f the release 
of  h i s  sophomore LP,  Amer ican 
Boyfr iend: A Suburban Love Stor y , 
in 2016. ARIZONA baby appears to 
be the f i rst indicat ion of more solo 
mater ia l  f rom the s inger/rapper/
songwriter.

A R IZONA baby  i s  a  deeply 
persona l g l impse into Abst rac t ’s 
persona l t r ibulat ions. As the ar t ist 
expla ined on Twit ter,  the three 
songs are par t of an a lbum which 
wi l l slowly rol l out over t ime. 

The projec t se t s of f  w ith the 
succinct and direc t “Big Wheels .” 
The track , which is by far my favor ite 
of  the three ,  features a g ra iny, 
rumbling sub bass and osci l lat ing 
synth chords out of the gate . Kevin 
Abstrac t quick ly takes hold of the 
cut w ith h i s syncopated , nasa l ly 
raps. Hi-hats panning lef t and r ight 
propel his words whi le the track 
quick ly g rows into what feels l ike its 
own world. At the ha l fway mark , the 
ar t ist embarks on an eer i ly beaut i fu l 
ref ra in: “Runnin’ f rom nothin’, and 
the haunted are somethin’ / Tel l 
my baby I want him, he keep me up 
when we fussin’,” he says. 

The t rack then fa l l s  into an 
instrumenta l cacophony as warbly, 
warping synths cascade over the lush 

guitar leads. The sounds are detuned 
so much they don’t  seem to f i t 
together, yet simultaneously marry 
into one intox icat ing concoct ion. 

Moving into the next track , my 
exceedingly high expectat ions were 
ha lted by my least favor ite stretch 
of the projec t: the horns in “Joy 
Ride.” To put it blunt ly, they sound 
l ike something out of a Mack lemore 
record, but , they do f ind a bet ter 
role later in the contex t of the 
song. On the other hand, there 
are cer ta in ly redeemable qua l it ies 
in “ Joy R ide .” The drum break , 
which ducks in and out of the 
t rack ,  i s  br ight and punchy and 
br ings for th an undeniable energy. 
Abstrac t ’s voca ls are dynamic and 
var iable across the 3:34 seconds of 
the song, dist inc t ly reminiscent of 
André 3000.

The most capt ivat ing aspect of 
“ Joy R ide” i s i t s  ly r ica l  content . 
The words projec t a candid pic ture 
of the rapper ’s persona l l i fe and 
i n se c u r i t i e s .  Abs t r ac t  de t a i l s 
su ic ida l  ideat ion ,  reg re t s of  h i s 
past and his relat ionship with his 
boyfr iend, Jaden Walker. The track is 
t r iumphant in tone but melanchol ic 
in content .  Abst rac t descr ibed it 
and the subsequent “Georg ia”  as 
“PERFECTSUMMERTIME SONGS” 
on Twit ter. Unfor tunately, however, 
the sound as a whole just i sn’t for 
me despite some interest ing lyr ica l 
themes. 

The f i na l  t r ack ,  “Georg ia ,” 
opens with etherea l , whirl ing keys. 
Abst rac t comes in a longside the 
elec tr ic guitar, crooning over the 
plucky notes . The momentum picks 
up with another t ight , smooth drum 
break as Abstrac t raps , “Houston, 
Texas , my teachers had weapons / 
I ’d get my ass whipped, I learned 
my lesson,” aga inst a background 
of stunning, expressive synth l ines . 
“Georg ia” is sent imenta l and sweet 

— Abstrac t seems to f ind a sor t of 
solace in the disarray of his l i fe . 

The track is saturated with voca ls 
stacked on top of each other with 
d i f ferent e f fec t s ,  cadences ,  s t yles 
and f lows. Although “Big Wheels” 
rema ins my favor i te ,  “Georg ia” 
i s  probably the s t rongest  t rack 
on AR IZONA baby  and br ings a 
sat isfy ing close to the projec t .

Jack Antonof f ’s product ion on the 
a lbum is incredibly tex tured. The 
segments of each song sway back and 
for th between a breadth of interest ing 
sounds to cu lt ivate dynamic and 
intr iguing landscapes that pa ir quite 
wel l with Kevin Abstrac t ’s presence 
and could cer ta in ly mingle with a 
Brockhampton projec t with ease. 

The three tracks on ARIZONA 
baby  keep my interest s e levated 
for  for thcoming re lea se s  f rom 
Brockhampton and i t s  members . 
I f you l ike Kevin Abstrac t ’s work , 
par t icu larly his solo mar t ia l , g ive 
A R IZONA baby  a  l i s ten .  The 
a r t i s t ’s  int imate approach fosters 
an intr iguing col lec t ion of songs , 
despite a few glar ing pit fa l ls over a 
tota l nine minutes .

Kristina Valencia
Senior Staff Writer

Happy (almost) 4/20! Although Santa 
Barbara is loaded with tons of beautiful 
natural scenery to admire, Gauchos will 
soon be celebrating a different, special 
kind of grass on Saturday, April 20. To 
commemorate this stoner holiday, here’s 
a list of movies about weed and its related 
adventures, perfect for a night spent with 
the munchies. 

“Half Baked” (1998)
Written by and starring comedian 

Dave Chappelle, this may perhaps be one 
of the best stoner movies ever made. “Half 
Baked” follows Chappelle’s character as 
he and his stoner gang begin to sell stolen 
pharmaceutical marijuana in an effort to 
bail out the fourth member of their crew 
(who’s in jail for a weed-related crime, 
obviously). Along the way, Chappelle 
extends the metaphor of his love for 
marijuana by becoming romantically 
involved with his character’s love interest, 
appropriately named Mary Jane.

“Pineapple Express” (2008)
Known as the movie that inspired 

its own strain, “Pineapple Express’’ is a 
stoner essential. Watch as Seth Rogen’s 
blazed-out character and his drug dealer 
friend played by James Franco f ind 
themselves in the middle of a drug war 
after accidentally witnessing a murder. 
Laced with cross joints, crooked cops 
and lots of gun scenes, this movie also 
highlights the importance of friendship 
as the pair struggle not to get caught by 
a dangerous drug lord.

“Up in Smoke” (1978)
It was difficult deciding which Cheech 

and Chong film to include on this list 
since there are so many to choose from, 
but I figured it’d be best to start from the 
very beginning of their stoner legacy. “Up 
in Smoke” captures the beginning of a 
new friendship between two unlikely pot 
smokers as they bond over their love for 
marijuana. Upon getting to know each 
other through conversation and smoking, 
they soon get arrested for possession. 
Once released on a technicality, the two 
carry on with their stoner hijinks and 
even form a rock band to enter a musical 
competition.

“Dazed and Confused” (1993)
Set in Austin, Texas, “Dazed and 

Confused” documents the antics of local 
teenagers in 1976 as they celebrate the 
last day of school and the beginning 
of summer break. The freshmen try to 
avoid being hazed, the seniors organize 
a last-minute keg party and Matthew 
McConaughey delivers the infamous 
“Alright, alright, alright” line — all to an 
outrageously groovy ’70s classic rock 
soundtrack. So, what do you say? Are you 
cool, man?

“Super Troopers” (2001)
Written by and starring the 

members of comedy troupe 
Broken Lizard, “Super 
Troopers” follows five state 
troopers in Vermont who 
spend their time smoking 
pot and messing around with 
random motorists. Eventually, 
the troopers discover unusual action 
happening along the northern border, 
which turns out to be linked to marijuana 

drug dealing. While watching a movie 
about “cops” seems like a turn-off 
to stoners, it’s hilarious to see these 
bumbling troopers perform as such an 
exaggerated, dumb group of police in 
this pot-lover’s cult classic.

“How High” (2001)
After getting their hands on some 

supernatural kush, two young stoners 
manage to ace their college entrance 
exams and get full rides to Harvard 
University. They quickly discover they 
are nothing like the smart, stressed out 
Ivy League students around them, so 
they continue smoking their magical 
marijuana to maintain good grades 
in school until it of course runs out. 
Although they eventually learn 
they’re good enough on their own to 
academically succeed, “How High” 
displays the use of weed in a collegiate 
environment — relatable to our own here 
in Isla Vista — in a hilarious stoner f lick 
for all to enjoy.

“Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back” 
(2001)

Known specifically for their nerdy and 
stoner-revolved comedy, director and 
actor Kevin Smith delivers on just that 
with the film “Jay and Silent Bob Strike 
Back.” The title itself refers to “Star Wars: 
Episode V – The Empire Strikes Back,” 
which stands as a prelude for the many 
superhero- and comic book themed-jokes 
throughout the movie. After learning 
of a movie being made on the comic 
book series Bluntman and Chronic that 
includes characters based entirely on Jay 
and Silent Bob, they decide to trek all 
the way to Hollywood to sabotage the 
film’s production once they discover they 
will be receiving no royalties from their 
likenesses being used.

“Friday” (1995)
Written by and starring the rapper Ice 

Cube, “Friday” shows a day in the life 
of Craig who gets fired from his job on 
his day off and spends the day with his 
best (stoner) friend, appropriately named 
Smokey. After Craig accidentally gets 
involved in Smokey’s pot-dealing debts, 
the two find themselves trying to make 
$200 worth of marijuana money back 
by the end of the day or else they’ll be 
in a world of trouble. Although weed is 
technically the reason for the film’s main 
conf lict, it still provides lots of great 
comedic moments throughout the movie.

Eight Blazin’ 4/20 Films

Kevin Abstract’s ‘ARIZONA baby’ 
Is a Mixed Bag

Courtesy of Kevin Abstract

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS 

The Brockhampton frontman adds to his solo catalog with the release of 
ARIZONA baby as anticipation grows for more content from the group

Courtesy of Threadless
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It’s satire, stupid.

Raffi Torres
Reporter

In 2018, “Florida Man” became a natural phenomenon in 
pop culture. While not honing in on one specific individual, 
the term “Florida Man” has been used to encompass the com-
munity of strange individuals behind the batshit crazy crimes 
committed in the Sunshine State. While no community in Isla 
Vista quite matches the exploits of “Florida Man,” multiple 
members of the community have pointed out to a different cat-
egorization running rampant in the Isla Vista streets. 

It’s name? “Tall White Man.”
“My college experience is basically me talking to a girl and a 

random tall, white dude coming out the cut and swooping her,” 
said an anonymous short, non-white student. “It’s out of con-
trol; they all look the same, they all either surf or are in a frat 
and they keep taking all the girls. They’ve honestly done more 
damage to the minority community than anything in history.”

When reminded about institutional racism, colonialism and 
the multiple other atrocities committed toward minority com-
munities, our source replied “Oh yeah. I meant besides that.”

When investigating the claims made by the Brown commu-
nity at UCSB, the Nexus found multiple sources willing to back 
up the claim.

“Oh yeah, 100%,” said Becky Loughlin, third-year commu-
nications major. “That short dude I was talking to never stood 
a chance. I was just waiting for that totally cute dude with the 
Bass Pro Shop hat to look my way, and I was gone.”

“I hooked up with a 5’7” dude once, and it ruined my life,” 
added Sally Yakub. “My friends made fun of me for weeks. I 
couldn’t eat. I couldn’t sleep. On the bright side, at least I made 
that little short guy’s day and gave all his short friends hope.”

In a statement constructed by the Short Boyz Alliance (SBA), 
it was stated that the  5’9” and shorter community at UCSB 
will not stand for the mistreatment and verbal abuse thrown 
our away. First Tinder is making us verify our height, and now 
girls are treating us like charity cases. It is vile and disgusting.”

So what does “Tall, White Man” think about all this?
“What? Hey, man, I’m just trying to get my dick wet. Get 

taller or something.”
More updates will be given as the Nexus will investigate 

whether the reign of the “Tall, White Man” is a national epi-
demic by obtaining data from the student body at every uni-
versity in the nation. Well, every university except for Cal Poly 
because their whole school is white as hell.

Raffi Torres is standing up for short men everywhere.

Short Kings Lament: Tall White 
Man Stealing All the Girls

Katherine McCabe
Staff Writer

The entirety of the houses on Trigo 
Road have been purchased by a local 
investor, who claims that rising sea lev-
els will turn Trigo into “the new DP.”

“I mean, sure, now it’s just housing 
a bunch of losers who can’t afford 
oceanside, but the scientists have told 
me it will be oceanside in a few years. 
I can’t wait to start charging twice as 
much in rent for houses with shitty 
foundations,” bragged the confident 
entrepreneur. He confirmed that he 
“definitely” already sold DP properties, 
“because, like, those houses are basi-
cally already one unruly mosh pit away 
from falling into the ocean.” 

Local businesses have also been 
catching on to the perks of climate 
change and rising sea levels. Bagel 
Cafe, the most popular spot for UCSB 
students to get their fix of carbs and 
massive mounds of cream cheese, has 
already planned to rebrand. 

“Ocean Bagel Cafe?” the owner 
reportedly proposed. “Or, uh, Bagels-
by-the-Sea? That might be the one. 
Either way, I’m about to make bank 
off some shit-faced college students. 
From what I hear, Trigo will be prime 
real estate soon, baby. I’ve been mak-
ing sure I drive instead of bike, and 
I always ask for extra plastic straws. 
I can’t wait. The Earth can’t die fast 
enough.”

Frats and sororities have been 

questioned as to whether or not they 
will be taking part in the preemptive 
oceanside real estate purchases, but we 
have not received any sort of official 
confirmation.

“I mean, like, scientists say it’s real, 
but we haven’t heard any real repu-
table source talk on climate change,” 
says Richard Smalley of Kappa Kappa 
Kappa. “Someone with clout, you 
know? If you don’t have clout, your 
opinion isn’t real. Everyone knows 
that.” 

Smalley claims that if “his boy” Post 
Malone speaks out on rising sea levels, 
he and his brothers might consider 
looking for a new house, since there’s 
literally no point in going to UCSB if 
you can’t have an ocean view while 
you toss die and listen to “Mo Bamba.”

“Or Travis Scott. I’d believe him. That 
guy’s cool,” Smalley said while down-
ing a pint in the back of Woodstock’s, 
allegedly skipping his Environmental 
Studies 50 section. 

It’s unclear as to when exactly we 
will see the fall of DP and the rise of 
Trigo but frat boy skepticism aside, the 
general consensus is that it will happen 
eventually. While the loss of the con-
venient acronym “PTSD” and that one 
“ganja baby” house will be mourned, I 
for one am excited for Bagels-by-the-
Sea.

Katherine is actually very concerned 
about climate change and the future 
of DP. 

Climate Change 
Motivates Real 

Estate Investor To 
Buy Trigo Houses

COURTESY OF PIXBAY
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The most harrowing experience of my life: tak-

ing my Chinese immigrant parents to a Mexican 

restaurant. 

“It’s a quesadilla,” I said, enunciating every syllable. 

Kay-Suh-Dee-Yah: an easy starter dish, I thought, a 

comfortable segue into Mexican cuisine. I watched 

the pained look on my father’s face as he struggled 

to swallow. My mother didn’t even try. “I DON’T 

LIKE IT,” she said, pushing her portion away with 

defiance. Inwardly, I cringed.

Americans are picky eaters — or so seems to be 

the general consensus. Our bacon and egg breakfast, 

regarded as the emblem of Americanness, is high-

fat, high-calorie and single-noted in f lavor. Earlier 

this year, NPR writer Christine Ro reported that the 

American food aisle in foreign grocery stores, rather 

than being stocked with artisanal goods, is often 

filled with products like Pop-Tarts, Marshmallow 

Fluff and, of course, the notorious Twinkie. With 

characters like Ron Swanson, who boasts an iron-

clad policy of hard liquor and no “rabbit food,” even 

Americans concede that American cuisine is often 

nutritionally subpar, highly processed and limited 

in variety — so much so it’s recognized as a comedic 

trope.

The dry humor of “Parks and Recreation,” howev-

er, appears to be heavily outdated by most accounts. 

While the running joke of picky eating persists in 

sitcom television, studies show that millennials are 

actually among the most health-conscious indi-

viduals. According to a report from Pew Research, 

millennials are “more health conscious than their 

parents were at [their] age,” hence the popularity 

of recent trends like juicing, fasting and — the latest 

hit — goat yoga. The health and wellness industry, 

unsurprisingly, is currently valued at $7 trillion, and 

researchers are anticipating it to grow to roughly 

nine trillion by 2020.

The stereotype of the bland, monopartite American 

diet also tends to be false: “Millennials don’t want the 

same sad burger that everyone else is eating,” says 

Washington Post’s Cara Rosenbloom. Never before 

has culinary creativity been so emphasized, with 

menu items like the much-acclaimed Mac ‘N’ Cheese 

burger, or L.A.’s charcoal-activated ice cream. The 

newfound expansion and experimentation of food 

we see, according to Rosenbloom, is predominantly 

“driven by [millennial tastes].” 

Contrary to popular belief, the average 20-some-

thing is not only a health nut, but also a foodie. No 

longer is it enough for food to be quick and cheap; 

the age of the millennial is one with a particular pal-

ette and creativity standard — not like Ron Swanson’s 

diet at all. We reside, instead, in an era during which 

the farm-to-table narrative is highly fetishized, and 

food is priced by virtue of being “exotic”, “one-of-a-

kind” and “artisanal” — the very qualities that young 

adults are passionate to consume.

Christine Hoang, a fellow UCSB student, is such 

an example. A self-declared foodie, she runs a food 

Instagram, dedicating her page to photos of foods 

she’s tried. “I try so many different things,” she tells 

me. “Why not document it?”

“I think the definition of being a foodie is being 

really passionate about food, trying new food, 

reviewing food,” Hoang says.

“Are your friends foodies as well?” I asked her.

Hoang is perhaps among the more voracious 

of food lovers: “None of my friends have food 

Instagrams, but they come along with me and they’re 

just as willing as I am to try new food.” 

Hoang’s response nevertheless begs the question: 

If Americans are the notoriously picky eaters, why, 

then, are my friends the ones who crave variety in 

their diets, whereas my parents are the ones content 

with eating rice on the daily? Why are my friends the 

ones intent on eating their way around the world (i.e., 

the snack aisle at Trader Joe’s) and my parents the 

ones resigned to one cuisine, forever, always?

The pride that comes with being a foodie, so far as 

I can tell, appears to be a uniquely American inven-

tion. The U.S. “has a recognizable food culture,” says 

We’re History’s Christopher Gorham, who proposes 

that Americans have a distinctive fixation on food. 

While the idea of valuing creative or exotic foods 

is certainly present in other cultures, it hardly par-

allels the extent to which food has proliferated in 

American culture. 

Eve Turow, author of A Taste of Generation Yum: 

How the Millennial Generation’s Love for Organic 

Fare, Celebrity Chefs, and Microbrews Will Make or 

Break the Future of Food, dedicates an entire chapter 

to this phenomenon in her book. Why is foodie cul-

ture exclusive to millennials, specifically American 

millennials? “Mostly to show off,” Turow retorts. 

“We’re using it as a signal of education, of knowl-

edge, of income [...] [They’re], in essence, performing 

via food on social media.” 

The desire to perform: Is there another value more 

integral to the American spirit?

For the record, my parents ended up tossing the 

quesadilla and hitting up a different restaurant for 

dinner. Away we drove from the novelty of Latin 

America, turning instead to the safe, dependable 

f lavor profile of Panda Express.

My housemate, an international student, actu-

ally shares very similar dietary 

preferences to those of my parents. As much as she 

tries to familiarize herself with American food, Asian 

fusion is her go-to, leading to frequent and regi-

mented stops at Hana Kitchen. Variety is her enemy.

 “I just like it better,” she told me. “I’ve never tried 

much American food before,” which is understand-

able. When she doesn’t know all that much about 

it, how could she be expected to jump headfirst 

into American cuisine without missing the dishes 

she grew up with? How, furthermore, could she be 

expected to expand her palate to Italian food, Indian 

food, Tex-Mex and all the other obscure pockets of 

foodie culture? 

“Do you ever try new types of food? Do you ever 

want to be adventurous?” I asked her. Is she like me, 

who never orders the same thing twice as a point of 

pride?

My roommate was confused: “People are proud of 

that?” For the most part, she just wants her food to 

taste good.

I admired how simple her answer was. In a culture 

that constantly strives to be out with the old, in with 

the new, I sometimes forget how uncomplicated 

food can be. The rigidity of my parents’ palette is 

something with which I continually compromise, 

but I must admit: There’s something charming (and 

strangely anxiety-relieving) about choosing to eat 

something not 

because it’s exot-

ic, one-of-a-kind 

or artisanal, but, 

as my roommate 

would say, just 

because it tastes 

good.
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Jacqueline Wen
Science Editor

While numerous aspects — including age 
and a combination of genetic , l i festyle and 
environmental factors — inf luence the r isk of 
developing Alzheimer’s disease, only a very 
small percentage of cases are caused solely by 
genetic inheritance.

The largest known family in the world 
with heredita ry early-onset A lzheimer’s 
disease resides in the state of Antioquia , 
Colombia. The members of this family have 
been studied extensively for over 25 years, 
with ef for ts led by professor and co-director 
of UCSB’s Neuroscience Research Institute 
Kenneth Kosik and Professor Franc isco 
Lopera , director of the Neuroscience Group 
of Antioquia of the University of Antioquia’s 
School of Medicine.

This population comprises around 6,000 
individuals that descended from a couple of 
Spaniards who sett led in the 1600s in a vi l lage 
100 mi les nor th of Medel l ín , surrounded 
by the Andes mountains. Around one third 
of the family members carry a deleter ious 
genetic mutation and wil l develop Alzheimer’s 
disease by age 65. 

The Colombian family carr ies a speci f ic 
mutation in the gene that encodes Preseni l in 
1, or PSEN1, one of the three major genes 
associated with genetic Alzheimer’s disease. 
In this family the amino acid on the posit ion 
280 changed from glutamic acid to a lanine 
(Glu280Ala).

“Preseni l in 1 is a par t of the gamma secretase 
complex , which cuts amyloid precursor 
protein into fragments that your own body is 
able to get r id of. When you have mutations 
in this gene , th is complex doesn’t work 
properly, and favors the cleavage of amyloid 
precursor protein into amyloid beta , which 
forms aggregates that are cal led plaques and 
is one of the classica l brain changes seen in 
Alzheimer’s disease patients,” Jul iana Acosta-
Uribe, a graduate student researcher in the 
Kosik group who previously studied at the 
University of Antioquia’s School of Medicine, 
said.

Testing for this speci f ic mutation, or variant, 
in PSEN1 al lowed the researchers to f ind 
numerous branches of the extended family.

Recently, a second family from the northern 
par t of Antioquia emerged. The researchers 
init ia l ly thought it was par t of the larger 
Colombian fami ly with the Glu280Ala 
mutation, as this 130-person group exhibited 
the same autosomal dominant inher itance 
pattern for Alzheimer’s disease and presented 
with similar symptoms.

“The only thing that this smaller family 

may have that’s di f ferent [from the larger 
Glu280Ala family] is sl ightly later onset of 
Alzheimer’s. They get dementia in their 50s 
versus the larger family, which gets it sl ightly 
before their 50s,” Acosta-Uribe said.

However, the smaller family tested negative 
for the precise Glu280Ala PSEN1 mutation. 
This prompted the researchers to sequence 
the entire PSEN1 gene in one of the a f fected 
pat ients , revea l ing a genet ic var iat ion in 
which the amino acid in posit ion 416 that 
is normally an isoleucine was replaced by a 
threonine (I le416Thr). 

The lab members per formed a segregation 
analysis to conf irm that members of the 
sma l ler fami ly who were a f fec ted with 
Alzheimer’s disease carr ied that variant and 
that unaf fected, older family members were 
not. 

“We concluded that, indeed, this variant 
was seg regat ing with the i l lness . I f you 
put the segregation test with the previous 
knowledge of how mutations in PSEN1 are 
causative of Alzheimer’s disease, you can 
conclude that this mutation, or this variant, 
is pathogenic,” Acosta-Uribe said.

A second Colombian family with a novel 
mutat ion on the same gene for inher ited 
Alzheimer’s disease had been discovered.

The remarkable f inding is documented 
in a new paper appearing in the journal 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia .

While the two families are neighbors today, 
identity-by-descent analysis revealed that the 
two families’ genetic variations orig inated 
on di f ferent continents. The larger family’s 
PSEN1 Glu280Ala mutat ion came f rom a 
Spanish ancestor, believed to be from when 
European sett lers came to America in the 
16th century. The researchers traced the 
other, smaller family’s genetic mutation back 
to Afr ican ancestors, which correlated with 
the historic reg istr ies of Afr ican slaves in the 
reg ion.

Colombia’s r ich h istory suppor ts th is 
conclusion: Beg inning in the early 16th 
century, Spanish conquistadors arr ived in the 
New World and brought over West Afr icans 
as enslaved laborers. Both groups mingled 
with the nat ive populat ions , resu lt ing in 
mixed demographics, which are st i l l ref lected 
in present-day Colombian demographics.

“When you look at the genomes of Latin-
Amer ican people , you can f ind genet ic 
signature of di f ferent ancestr ies in di f ferent 
haplotype blocks, which are the segments, 
or ‘chunks’ of your DNA that you inherited 
together f rom your mother or f rom your 
father,” Acosta-Uribe explained. 

“[For the smaller family], we looked at 
the ancestry surrounding that par t of the 

mutat ion. We saw that there were other 
variants close to our variant of interest that 
were only reported in Afr ican populations 
... So that is how we concluded that the 
mutation had to have happened in the context 
of an Afr ican haplotype.”

Working with the larger family for over two 
decades now, the Kosik lab has done intensive 
fol low-up for Alzheimer’s disease pat ients 
through the entire process of growing up, 
gett ing early onset Alzheimer’s disease and 
dying from the disease. The researchers have 
reg istered over 1,500 carr iers of the mutation 
so far.

Study ing Alzheimer’s d isease in these 
families has helped to improve understanding 
of  the precl inica l stages of Alzheimer’s 

disease, before the patients beg in experiencing 
memory issues. It permits close observation 
and study of the changes occurr ing as an 
a f fected person’s healthy state transforms to 
a state of dementia , including how neurons 
beg in to degrade, how amyloid plaques bui lds 
up and how the brain responds to this plaque 
accumulation. 

Work with these families a lso a l lows for 
preventative cl inical tr ia ls and may help to 
develop preventative drugs.

“In the future, people who know they have 
relat ives a f fected by this form of genetic 
Alzheimer’s could get speci f ic test ing and 
genetic counseling to decide i f they want to 
have babies or i f they want to do any sor t of 
in vitro method,” Acosta-Uribe stated.

There Are Not Plenty of Fish in the Sea
Kelly Shi
Staf f Writer

“There are plenty of f i sh in the sea .” 
This commonly heard idiomatic expression is 
star t ing to develop into an ironic saying as the 
impending cl imate catastrophe threatens f ish 
populations around the world. Wild-caught 

and farmed seafood is the largest traded 
commodity in the world, and f ish remains a 
primary source of protein for about hal f of 
the world ’s population today, according to 
the World Wildli fe Fund. 

Climate change is a f fecting f ish ecosystems 
and wil l undoubtedly pose a r isk to both the 
future food supply and economic growth, 

as f isheries are crucia l to food security and 
poverty a l leviation. According to the United 
Nations, 97% of f ishers are in developing 
countr ies, so the industry is a signi f icant 
source of l ivel ihood for bi l l ions of people.

The future of f ish is an important issue as 
our generation is ushered into an era of cl imate 
change-induced consequences . In order to 
prevent overf ishing and resource depletion, 
scientists l ike UC Santa Barbara’s Christopher 
Free are researching global f ishery reform, 
sustainable aquaculture, marine biodiversity 
protection and more.

Free , a postdoctora l researcher in the 
Bren School of Environmenta l Science & 
Management, led a study on the impacts of 
warming waters on f ishery production. The 
results were recently published in the journal 
Science in March 2019. 

Current burdens on f isheries include stock 
over f i sh ing and poor management , with 
cl imate change soon to be added to the 
l i st .  Free and a team of sc ient ists used 
temperature-dependent population models to 
compare records of ocean temperature to 
abundance data for 124 species in 38 di f ferent 
ecoreg ions. 

“For the data avai lable , we documented 
how temperature has either benef it ted or 
negatively impacted populations,” Free said. 

The investigation a lso assessed how the 
abi l ity of f ish populations to provide food has 
changed, according to historica l data from 
1930 to 2010. 

Out of a tota l of 235 f ish populations, 
8% were negatively impacted and 4% were 
posit ively impac ted by globa l warming. 
Free and other scientists used their model 
to h indcast temperature -dr iven changes 
in maximum yield, which showed a 4.1% 
decline in the food provisioning potentia l of 
f ish populations since 1930. The paper a lso 
forecasted “winning” and “ losing” ecosystems 
under warming waters , in which cer ta in 
reg ions of the world would experience a loss 
of f ish diversity and avai labi l ity.

This study observed signi f icant reg ional 
dispar it ies in food ava i labi l ity. The data 

showed that East Asian ecoreg ions showed 
some of the la rgest temperature -dr iven 
losses in f ish productivity. These are the 
same reg ions that support the largest human 
populations in the world. Tropical developing 
countr ies, which are seeing large increases in 
human population and demands for food, wil l 
a lso experience loss in food avai labi l ity.

Free’s f indings highlight the importance 
of proper f ishery management in the future 
to account for changing productiv ity and 
biodiversit y a s the ocean warms. This 
enta i ls the development of new tools to 
observe f ish populations, new strateg ies to 
avoid overf ishing and new arrangements to 
distr ibute f ish around the world.  

“There are many other factors that are 
def initely inf luencing productivity,” Free said. 

Some of these addit ional factors include 
ocean acidi f ication, fa l l ing oxygen levels and 
habitat loss — areas where fur ther research is 
required.

Overal l , Free believes that two of the most 
important levers we have for mitigating the 
impacts of warming on f i sh populat ions 
are to prevent over f ishing and to develop 
sustainable f ishery management practices.  

“I ’m real ly interested in understanding more 
of the mechanisms by which climate change 
is a f fecting f ish populations and using that 
in formation to design strateg ies that are 
adaptive and responsive to cl imate change,” 
Free said. 

His next steps include thinking about ways 
to set f ishery catch l imits that are adaptive 
to changing productivity and how to use 
marine-protected areas to buf fer the impacts 
of cl imate change. 

Fish represent an impor tant input in 
our society because they both feed and 
employ people. Many f ish ecosystems wil l 
be disrupted as ocean waters warm and 
many reg ions wil l have less food as a result . 
Free’s f indings emphasize the consequences 
of cl imate change, and he urges us as a 
society to reduce greenhouse gas production 
in order to protect a vita l source of l ivel ihood 
for people around the world.

UCSB researchers report a second large family with a genetic variant for Alzheimer’s Disease also 
living in the state of Antioquia, Colombia. They traced the genetic mutation back to African ancestors. 

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

UCSB Researchers Find Novel Genetic 
Mutation for Alzheimer’s Disease

UC Santa Barbara postdoctoral researcher Christopher Free studies the effects of global warming 
on fish productivity in an effort to prevent overfishing and adopt sustainable fishery practices.

Courtesy of iStock
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The absurd line at Bagel Cafe.

The overlords of the night: racoons and 
opossums.

A Rick and Morty beer die table

A rare Chancellor Yang sighting!

A pack of people walking barefoot in the 
street.

A smashed pumpkin in the middle of the 
road, six months after Halloween.

The creepy dudes on DP who ask you 
where the party is.

Shorts and sandals, regardless of the 
weather.

A ton of broken glass in the middle of the 
street.

A Saturdays are for the Boys flag proudly 
hanging from a DP balcony.

Views expressed on the opinion page do not necessarily reflect those of the daily nexus or ucsB. opinions are suBmitted primarily By students.

Beyond Bills: The Power of Paper
AriEs

The signs as staples of I.V.

Miya Herzstein
Opinion Writer

Growing up in the Japanese-American community, 
there were some activities that were simply 
commonplace. Before picking up our chopsticks, my 
father and I would always place our palms together 
and say itadakimasu to express thanks for the savory 
bowl of somen noodles on our table. After dinner, 
I’d mount my plastic stool, meet my 5’2” mother at 
eye level and roll tiny onigiri balls at her side for my 
school lunch the next day. At my after school program, 
Nihonmachi Little Friends, we would procrastinate 
on our homework by debating who had the fanciest 
three-layer pencil case or the rarest type of Iwako 
take-apart eraser. After homework time, the musically 
talented would go to taiko practice, and the athletes 
to karate. As the sun began to set, our senseis would 
try to calm our undying energy by reading us a story 
such as Momotarō (the Peach Boy) or Urishima Tarō 
(the Fisher Lad). After this failed, they would scatter 
square-shaped papers of various colors and prints over 
the short-legged craft tables and we students would 
gather around in stout plastic chairs to fold origami. 
Within minutes, sparkly purple fish would swim across 
the table, green polka-dotted butterflies would flutter 
through the air and orange jumping frogs would hop 
all over the room. 

Folding origami was my favorite activity, simply 
because it was fun. It was a way for me to make new 
decorations for my bedroom. It gave me the means 
to create tiny boxes perfect for holding the rocks, 
beads and other priceless treasures I collected from 
the playground floor. Best of all, it gave me an excuse 
to make ninja stars that I could chuck at my friends 
without consequence. 

One day during storytime at Nihonmachi Little 
Friends, our sensei read us the story of Sadako Sasaki. 
Sadako was two years old and living near Hiroshima 
when the United States dropped its first atomic bomb 
on the city during World War II. Due to radiation 
exposure, she fell ill with leukemia in adolescence 
and began to grow terribly weak. Her distraught 
father uncovered a Japanese legend that promises 
anyone who folds senbazuru (one thousand paper 
cranes) a wish granted by the gods. Sadako’s friends 
and family gathered as a community to fold the 
cranes in order to grant their loved one the wish of 
a return to health. 

Inspired by the girls in the story whose age was 
near my own, I decided to take a break from the 
mischievous ninja stars and put my origami skills to 
the test by folding cranes. At first I had little luck. 
My first bird bore an enormous beak and resembled 
a pelican, mouth full of fish. My second bird came 
out lopsided as if it had fallen from its nest in infancy 
and broken its wing. I nevertheless kept folding, and, 
with time, perfected the crisp lines and sharp edges 
of a perfect origami crane. From then on, cranes 
remained my origami of choice. 

Throughout middle and high school, I used crane-
folding as a way to pass time, to upcycle paper 

that would otherwise be d i s c a r d e d 
or to calm my mind when I became caught up 
in boy drama. I folded hundreds of cranes as did 
Sadako, but for me, it was always just a fun pastime. 
I never imagined myself in such a situation calling 
for a serious role of origami.

In the summer of 2014, I received terrible news. 
My mother’s best friend, Beckie, who since my 

birth had been like a second mother to me, had been 
in a traumatic bicycle accident. On a sunny weekend 
ride, she had fallen to the ground and hit her head. 
The specialists placed her in a medically induced 
coma, leaving her entirely unconscious for weeks. 
This woman was my role model, a female, Japanese 
American icon, who had devoted her life to helping 
other women of color less privileged than she was. 
I felt lost and helpless. As friends and family rallied 
to raise funds to pay her outrageous hospital bills, I 
wallowed with frustration in my helplessness. After 
all, I was only 16 years old with no money to give, no 
driver’s license to help with transportation, nothing.

One night as I lay awake worrying about the 
future of Beckie’s condition, I decided to fold some 
origami to stop my mind from circling. I anxiously 
ripped my old geometry syllabus into a square and 
began to fold. As I tucked the sides of the paper 
into its deep pleats, I began to 
q u e s t i o n why I was 

f o l d i n g 
pape r at two 
i n the 

m o r n i n g . My mind 
wandered back to the sailing 
ninja stars and jumping frogs at Nihonmachi, until it 
stopped at the story of Sadako Sasaki, the girl who 
folded 1,000 cranes. Dazed and exhausted, inspired 
yet afraid, I asked myself, “Could cranes like these 
be used to heal Beckie?” I stared at the tiny paper 
mass in the palm of my clammy hand, then quickly 
tossed it aside. 

It was a senseless idea; even with the help of my 
mother and a few dedicated friends, there was no 
way we would be able to fold the 1,000 thousand 
cranes needed to grant Beckie the wish of revival. I 
turned over in bed, forced my eyes shut and urged 
sleep to come.

The next morning at breakfast, my mother notified 
me that Beckie’s brain had begun to swell. At risk of 
oxygen deprivation due to intracranial pressure, she 
would be undergoing a fluid drainage procedure to 
help alleviate this pressure. Stunned by the news, I 
blurted out the 1,000 crane idea I had shot down 
the night prior, then crumpled with embarrassment 
at my impulsive absurdity. To my surprise, my mom 

 

praised my idea and encouraged me 
to move forward with it.

That week, I collected the emails of around 
100 of Beckie’s friends, family members, ex-
classmates and colleagues. I typed out a 

message with a short description of the 1,000 
cranes legend and a simple explanation of how to 
fold them. The email was set and ready to go, yet 
I still questioned my endeavor: Will these people 
even see the value in origami? They all have busy 
schedules. Why would they take time out of their 
day to learn how to fold paper? I thought of failure 
and the humiliation of being the 16-year-old girl 
who thought she could persuade individuals whom 
she had never met to join her in a paper folding 
project. Dwelling in apprehension, my mind flashed 
to the thought of Beckie’s upcoming procedure. 
What strength it must take to undergo an operation 
like that. If Beckie, my role-model, could undergo a 
brain operation, I should be able to send an email. 
With the click of a paper airplane, I sent my hopes 
flying to inboxes all over the country.

By the end of the month, I found my mailbox 
stuffed daily with origami cranes on papers of 
assorted colors and patterns sent from Beckie’s 
loved ones in states I had never before visited; 
Minnesotans and New Yorkers alike were eager to 
contribute. Multiple packages from the East Coast 
came with letters expressing gratitude for the 
project. These 

individuals felt that cranes enabled them to 
connect to Beckie despite the fact that they lived 
thousands of miles away. They had been looking for 
a way to support, and this project gave them just 
that. Empowered by the community’s devotion, my 
mom and I quickly got to work stringing the little 
birds into strands of 40. 

After two months of unpacking overstuffed 
envelopes, sorting the origami by color and carefully 
running our needles through the birds’ delicate 
backs, we reached 25 strands. The senbazuru was 
complete. Born from the hands of individuals living 
thousands of miles apart, 1,000 paper cranes swayed 
together.

On a warm September Saturday afternoon, my 
mom and I hopped in our silver Prius to deliver 
the multicolored flock to Beckie. By this time, her 
recovery had progressed and she was back living at 
her home in the East Bay. When we pulled into her 
steep driveway, I felt my heart beating so loudly I 
wondered if my mom could hear it. I couldn’t decide 
if it was out of nervousness or excitement — probably 
a bit of both. 

Beckie greeted us at her front door. She looked 
different. Her hair was short as it had been shaved 
for her procedures. She looked tired. She walked 
slowly, taking each step with care. Although no 
longer hospitalized, she still had a long road to 
recovery. Yet, despite all the progress to be made, 
she bore the same kind-eyed smile that has never 
ceased to shine for as long as I’ve known her. When 
we revealed the senbazuru to Beckie, she accepted it 
with reverence, calling it a “life-saving gift.”

Today, four and a half years later, Beckie has fully 
recovered from her brain trauma. She hikes on the 
weekends, cooks delicious chawanmushi (savory 
egg custard) and continues her work in social 
justice. One thousand cranes hang in her living 
room, a reminder of hope and healing, compassion 
and community.

While these tiny paper birds give the gift of life, their 
sheer existence depends on generations passing down 
the knowledge of their creation. Hence, they serve as 
reminders of the Japanese cultural history, passed down 
through generations. They serve as agents of hope, for the 
future yet to come.

Before the senbazuru project, I felt young, useless and 
incapable of making a difference. I doubted my worth as 
a meager 16-year-old with nothing but empty pockets 
and a passion for folding paper. But after seeing my 
seemingly ineffectual hobby prevail with a power I never 
could have imagined, I move forward with confidence in 
my abilities, in my passions, in myself.

It’s often assumed that donating money is the most 
effective way of supporting a cause. Political candidates 
solicit monetary contributions to fund their campaigns, 
nonprofits asks for donations to enable their efforts, 
crowdfunding websites such as GoFundMe set clear-cut 
financial goals that can only be met with money. Those 
lacking financial means unfortunately fall outside the 
scope of individuals deemed capable of enacting change. 
Yet, these penniless souls may possess creative and 
alternative talents, which hold a transformative potential 
of their own.

This is not to imply that people should not give money 
to the causes they endorse. After all, Beckie’s recovery 
would not have been possible had she not been able to 
pay her hospital bills. However, this is to say that money 
is not everything. If something as simple as folding paper 
birds can rally a disconnected community and encourage 
a patient of brain trauma to persevere, the definition of 
“support” should be infinite.

Miya Herzstein encourages others to rethink 
their change-making capability.

Plastic handles of Vitali.

The Sunday morning mob at Caje.
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