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The position Bertrand is running for is the “alternate special district member” on the Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), 
which oversees special districts in the county. As people move into cities, the LAFCO makes sure spaces remain open and resources are protected. 
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Bertrand Denies Conflict of Interest in Bid for County Job
Shomik Mukherjee
County News Editor

Isla Vista off icial Ethan 
Bertrand voted on Tuesday to 
nominate himself for a paid posi-
tion with Santa Barbara County, 
which might raise concerns over 
government conf lict-of-interest 
laws. 

Conf lict-of-interest rules state 
that a public official has a “dis-
qualifying conf lict of interest” in a 
government decision if it is “fore-
seeable” that the official could be 
financially impacted by the deci-
sion. 

If a public official might be 
financially affected by a decision, 
they must recuse themselves from 
the vote in order to avoid bias, 
according to the rules, which come 
from the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission (FPPC). 

There are exemptions, but 
none of them appear to apply to 
Tuesday’s vote, which took place 
at the I.V. Community Services 
District (I.V. CSD) meeting.

The position Bertrand is run-
ning for is the “alternate special 
district member” on the Santa 
Barbara Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO), which 
oversees special districts in the 
county. As people move into cities, 
the LAFCO makes sure spaces 
remain open and resources are 
protected. 

An alternate member takes part 
in LAFCO affairs when the regu-
lar members cannot be present 

or need to recuse themselves. For 
each meeting attended, the mem-
ber makes $150 without benefits. 

Bertrand secured the nomina-
tion with four “yes” votes, one 
“no” vote and two abstentions. If 
Bertrand had not voted for himself 
and instead abstained, he would 
not have received the nomination. 

The FPPC didn’t offer a direct 
opinion on the matter since 
“only an investigation determines 
whether violations have occurred.”

“Generally speaking, the 
responsibility is on public officials 
to avoid conf licts,” Jay Wierenga, 
the FPPC communications direc-
tor, said in an email. He went on to 
say officials are recommended by 
law to avoid “even the appearance” 
of conf licts.

David Seymour, another nomi-
nee for the LAFCO position, did 
recuse himself when his special 
district, the Santa Ynez CSD, 
voted to nominate him. Seymour, 
a 14-year veteran of the Santa Ynez 
CSD, left the room while the vote 
took place. 

“I had to leave, I left, I recused 
myself,” Seymour told the Nexus. 
“I can’t vote for myself. By going 
to LAFCO, there’s financial con-
ditions and so you can’t do that. 
That’s against the law.” 

At Tuesday’s CSD meeting, 
Bertrand introduced his intent to 
run for the vacant position on the 
Santa Barbara LAFCO. 

While fellow directors Robert 
Geis and George Thurlow imme-
diately mentioned and seconded a 

Bike Sharing Program Soon To Reach I.V., UCSB
Luke Dorsey
Reporter

UC Santa Barbara and the 
Santa Barbara Public Works 
department will be implement-
ing a bike sharing program 
that will span across both Isla 
Vista and the UCSB campus. 

The program, co-sponsored 
by the Isla Vista Community 
Services District (I.V. CSD), 
will allow individuals to bor-
row one of the 1,200 bicycles 
that will be available. 

Currently, there are approx-
imately 20,000 registered bicy-
cles within UCSB and I.V.’s 
two square miles, according 
to the Associated Students 
Bicycle Committee.

Matt Dobberteen, alterna-
tive transport manager from 
the Santa Barbara Public 
Works department, present-
ed the program to the I.V. 
CSD alongside Mo Lovegreen, 
UCSB director of campus sus-
tainability, on Tuesday night. 

“We’re looking at a potential 
launch date of June 25, 2018, 
for the f irst allocation of 600 
bikes in the area,” Dobberteen 
said. 

Following the f irst launch 
date, an additional 600 bikes 
will arrive in August, he 
explained. 

Each bike has an individual 
GPS tracking unit and bike 
lock attached, according to 
Dobberteen. This eliminates 
the need for a bike rack and 
lowers the chances of theft.

Currently, the I.V. CSD is 
trying to f ind parking spaces 
for the bicycles. 

Every CSD board member 
supported the program, but a 
few members expressed skep-
ticism about the program not 
having a permanent bike rack 
for students to park in. 

CSD Director Jay Freeman 
questioned how students 
would be prevented from leav-
ing the bikes piled up on the 
side of the street.

Dobberteen said watching 
the f low of bikes and where 
they end up will be an impor-
tant learning tool.

“If there are heaps of bikes 
all over, we have failed,” he 
said. 

Dobberteen said potential 
solutions include giving stu-
dents incentives to return bikes 
to a designated location in the 
evening or hiring a company 
that would park the bicycles in 
a designated location during 
the night. 

Lovegreen added that 
UCSB’s Department of Campus 
Sustainability also has plans to 
start a new outreach program 
for the bike sharing service 
starting next week. The pro-
gram is directed at incoming 
freshmen in an attempt to per-
suade them to not bring their 
own bikes.

The board of directors said 
the central problem with the 
program is f inding the space 
for the bikes and persuading 
students to use the bikes in a 
respectful manner.

“This is about us bringing 
high quality transportation to 
the community, and if we are 
respectful, it benef its every-
one,” Dobberteen added.

We’re looking 

at a potential 

launch date 

of June 25, 

2018, for 

the first 

allocation of 

600 bikes 

in the area.

“

MATT
DOBBERTEEN The program is directed at incoming freshmen to persuade them not to bring their own bikes. The board of directors said the  

problem with the program is finding the space for the bikes and persuading students to use the bikes in a respectful manner.
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman feels it is more accurate to 

refer to hirself as the WeatherEDhuman. Approach 
with caution.

 
Tomorrow’s Forecast: A long scream in an open 

field.

ACROSS
1 Coal holders
5 “The Censor” of

Rome
9 Hiked, as prices

14 Australian golfer
__ Scott

15 Most fit for duty
16 Emma Roberts,

to Julia
17 Pass catchers
19 Company that

ironically had a
crooked E in its
logo

20 Golfer’s gadget
used at the edge
of water hazards

22 10-Down
substance used
in roofing

23 Salinger title girl
24 Sumac of Peru
27 Cries of pain
30 Little rascal
32 How animals

boarded the ark
34 Early leader in a

race
38 Cries of surprise
39 “__ Were the

Days”
40 __ Intrepid
41 Curing solution
42 Watches a kid for

cash
43 Pelvic contusion
45 Form 1040 data
47 Many moons:

Abbr.
48 Erie summer hrs.
49 Bk. before Esther
50 “__ la Douce”
53 Extremely long

time
55 “Joy to the World”

group, and based
on the ends of
20-, 34- and 43-
Across,  what
you’re having if
you solve this
puzzle after dark?

61 Way up
63 Deceived
64 Duplicate, briefly
65 Bath, in Bordeaux
66 Wyatt at the O.K.

Corral
67 Look of disdain
68 Pisa’s river
69 Portly Jolly Roger

pirate

DOWN
1 Wire fence point
2 It’s all in your

head
3 Salt, to a chemist
4 Silvery food fish
5 Oater hero’s

request when
entering the fray

6 Work without __
7 Land in Paris
8 Desert refuge
9 In need of leveling

10 Tree with needles
11 Daily Planet editor
12 Prefix with

system
13 Room with a

remote
18 Call from one who

more than calls?
21 Arab commander
25 Gazed dreamily
26 Declare
27 Decides to join
28 Hula dancer,

often
29 Present wrapper’s

aid
31 Spitting sound
33 In tatters
35 Pump sign on the

Alcan highway

36 Recipe meas.
37 Make out
41 Buffalo’s minor

league baseball
team

43 “Take this”
44 Pizza herb
46 “Snow White”

fairness judge
51 Toast type
52 “Be __ ...”: start of

a polite request

54 Evenings, in ads
56 Add to the work

force
57 Viking war god
58 Protein unit
59 Fabled slacker
60 Make words

using keys
61 Many retd.

boomers
62 Farthest-right

bowling pin

By Don Gagliardo and C.C. Burnikel
(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 02/28/12

02/28/12

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Tuesday, February 28, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

4/19/12

Level: 1 2 3 4

CLASSIFIEDS
Restaurants
SERVER
We are looking for an experienced server to 
our successful team
2 years experience is helpful and wine 
knowledge is a plus
A genuine well caring attitude a must, with 
great communication skills
a great team player, and ability to succeed in a 

fast pase environment
we are busy breakfast, energetic lunches, 
gourmet dinners
e-mail your resume or bring to us
Andersens, 1106 state st., Santa Barbara
Email andersenssantabarbara@gmail.com
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Weekly Goings-
On in Isla Vista

Santa Barbara MTD Proposes 
Service Changes This Summer

Lines 7, 10 and 27 will all see changes. The changes on line 27, the Isla Vista Shuttle, will include adding more time to each trip 
in order to decrease the potential for delays. This would ultimately result in the loss of four to five one-way trips per weekday. 
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Victoria Gurrola 
Staff Writer

The Santa Barbara Metropolitan 
Transit District (MTD) is proposing ser-
vice changes to the bus lines 27, 15x, 20, 
21x, 7 and 10 that are expected to be 
implemented in August.

At an Isla Vista Community Services 
District (IVCSD) meeting on Tuesday, 
Hillary Blackerby, MTD marketing and 
community relations manager, presented 
the changes to the CSD, the f irst time the 
MTD has presented to the I.V. governance 
board. 

Before the creation of the CSD, the 
MTD held community meetings in vari-
ous locations in Isla Vista, Goleta and 
Santa Barbara to propose service changes. 

Line 15x, the SBCC/UCSB Express, 
runs between SBCC, UCSB and Isla Vista. 
The suggested changes would improve 
time performance, simplify the bus route 
and create more access to SBCC. 

The line will no longer switch directions 
midday which has previously caused con-
fusion and delay, according to Blackerby. 
Bus service on Friday between 4:30 and 
6:30 p.m. will also be eliminated as there 
are very few classes at that time.

Lines 7, 10 and 27 will see “minor” 
changes that would overall improve time 
performance, Blackerby said. 

The changes on line 27, the Isla Vista 
Shuttle, include adding more time to each 
trip in order to decrease the delays. This 
would result in the loss of four to f ive one-
way trips per weekday. 

“It takes a while to get through I.V. in 
a bus because of all the congestion on the 
street and obviously to get through safely 
we need to go slow ... When you do some-
thing like that [adding time to each trip] 
it’s not very noticeable,” Blackerby said.

The MTD will also temporarily discon-

Union Votes to Strike Following ‘Final Impasse’

The bargaining team, an elected body chosen to represent the workers, has the sole authority to call for a strike. The union’s 
bargaining team has met with the UC labor relations team nearly once every month for a year, according to de Los Angeles.  

ROBERTO YOUNG / DAILY NEXUS 

Evelyn Spence
Deputy News Editor

AFSCME 3299, one of the larg-
est unions representing workers 
within the University of California 
system, voted to strike following 
more than a year of negotiations, 
according to a union representative. 

John de Los Angeles, communi-
cations director for the American 
Federation of State, County & 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
Local 3299, said the union “exhaust-
ed” the bargaining process and the 
public employee relations board, 
which oversees labor disputes, 
declared the situation is “at a final 
impasse.”

“It just doesn’t appear that we’re 
going to be reaching an agreement 
any time soon,” de Los Angeles 
said. He explained the vote does not 
mean AFSCME is going on strike 
but rather shows that the union has 
“the blessing of our membership” if 
they do choose to issue a strike. 

“Strike is a measure of last 
resort,” he said. 

AFSCME’s first local chapter 
within the UC system was cre-
ated at UC Berkeley in 1948. Today, 
the union represents approximately 
24,000 UC workers, according to 
the union’s website. 

The bargaining team, an elected 
body chosen to represent the work-
ers, has the sole authority to call 
for a strike. The union’s bargaining 
team has met with the UC labor 
relations team nearly once every 
month for a year, according to de 
Los Angeles.  

According to a press release 
from the union, 97 percent of 
workers within the union voted to 
“authorize a system-wide strike” in 
mid-April. 

The release also asked speakers 

invited to UC graduation events to 
support union workers by “boycot-
ting university engagements until 
the labor dispute is solved.” 

AFSCME conducted the voting 
over two days at locations across 
the UC’s 10 campuses, five medical 
centers and research laboratories 
among others, according to de Los 
Angeles. 

A small group of UC Santa 
Barbara students held a protest in 
front of De La Guerra dining com-
mons on April 16 in support of the 
workers. AFSCME and other union 
workers within the UC have also 
previously held several protests on 
the UCSB campus, most recently 
on Feb. 15. 

The protests and subsequent 
vote to strike come following a 
report analyzing demographics of 
workers across the UC campuses 
written and released by AFSCME 
in early April. 

A Black female 
patient care

worker would 
need to work for 
14 years to reach 

the starting pay of 
a white man.

“

AFSCME REPORT

MTD p.5

UNION p.5

I.V. DILFS AND MILFS
Can’t have the weekend without some live music! Idle Riot will be playing 
this Friday night, with Fencer opening for them at 9 p.m. The theme of the 
night is “Dilfs and Milfs,” so attendees are urged to dress up as their favorite 
“dilf/milf.” Both are rock bands; Idle Riot is based in Isla Vista, while Fencer 
will be coming up from L.A. to perform. The show will be held at 6610 Del 
Playa Drive. 

FIND MEANING IN GLEANING 
If you’re like me, you’ve never heard the term gleaning before; gleaning 
is a term that means picking produce from harvest that would otherwise 
be unpicked and perish. Join Zero Waste Committee, FoodCycling and 
Environmental Affairs Board for their first gleaning event of the quarter this 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. They will be taking students to glean in 
the Montecito community. Carpooling will be arranged. Those interested 
can sign up at tinyurl.com/UCSBGleaning. 

HELP THE HOMELESS
Whether you need community service hours or just want to help out those 
around you, head to the El Dorado community lounge this Saturday morning 
at 9:30 a.m. The University Undergrad Apartments will be putting together 
care packages for houseless individuals. A light breakfast will be provided. 

HIKE TO THE SEVEN FALLS
Stretch your legs with Environmental Affairs Board on a hike to Seven Falls 
this Sunday from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The trail is one of the easier hikes, 
spanning three miles and multiple waterfalls. Depending on conditions, 
there may even be a natural waterslide, WHAT????!!!! Organizers ask that 
those interested in participating fill out a short Google form that can be 
found on the event page. Go have fun! 

YA LIKE BRUNCH? YA LIKE YOGA?
Grab your yoga mat and head over to the Isla Vista Food Cooperative at 9:45 
a.m. this Sunday for their monthly event, Beach Brunch Yoga. The event 
includes an hour-long yoga class on the bluffs overlooking the ocean followed 
by a light brunch. This month, the brunch will be set up as a “build a bowl” 
where participants can create an açai bowl with granola and superfood top-
pings. The brunch theme will vary each month of the year. Participants must 
pay a $5 fee at the Co-Op from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. any day before the event to sign 
up. Those who do not show up on time at 10 a.m. may lose their spot unless 
they call ahead of time. 
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           HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY               
JOIN THE ISLA VISTA RECREATION 
AND PARK BOARD OF DIRECTORS

                   
An 8 Month Appointment to the

Isla Vista Recreation and Park District Board of Directors is now available

To be considered you must:
• Be a resident and registered voter of Isla Vista
• Submit a Written Statement of Interest
• Complete and Submit a Statement of Economic Interests Form 

(Form 700) 

Deadline for submissions is 5:00pm, May 4, 2018

For more information please visit the IVRPD Website
www.ivparks.org or call 805-968-2017

*Statement of Economic Interests Form (Form 700) can be downloaded at the following website: 
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/index.php?id=500/

Federal Judge Upholds
DACA, Will Receive
New Applications

Stephany Rubio
University News Editor

The University of California 
Office of the President released 
a statement on Wednesday 
in support of a federal judge’s 
Tuesday ruling that will 
keep the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program protections in place 
and require the government to 
receive new applications.

The UC said in its state-
ment that the ruling “mir-
rors the January decision in 
the University of California’s 
successful suit that unwound 
the administration’s attempt to 
rescind DACA.”

The statement added that 
DACA program recipients 
“must be allowed to continue 
to legally live, work, learn, and 
contribute to this country as the 
Americans they are.”

The Nexus reported in 
March that the United States 
Supreme Court declined to hear 
President Donald J. Trump’s 
appeal to have the court view 
the UC’s case on DACA.

“The first set of challenges 
to DACA’s recession was filed 
in September 2017 in federal 
court in California,” according 
to Tuesday’s court documents.

Judge John D. Bates from 
the District of Columbia said 

rescinding DACA was “arbi-
trary and capricious,” echo-
ing previous federal rulings 
earlier this year, claiming the 
Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) failed to 
explain its conclusion that the 
program was unlawful. 

Bates said in his decision 
that this marks “ just two of 
a series of challenges to the 
September 2017 rescission of 
DACA that have already been 
before several district courts, 
two circuit courts of appeals, 
and the Supreme Court on two 
occasions.”

According to Bates, neither 
the DHS’s legal reasoning nor 
its assessment of litigation risk 
was adequate enough to sup-
port its rescindment of DACA. 

The order will not go into 
effect until 90 days from now, 
giving DHS the opportunity 
to “better explain its rescission 
decision.” If the department 
fails to do so, it “must accept 
and process new as well as 
renewal DACA applications,” 
Bates said in his decision. 

The UC Off ice of the 
President specified they will 
not only continue to fight for 
DACA in the courts, but they 
will also urge Congress to pass 
legislation “that will provide 
permanent statutory protection 
for DACA.”

The first set 

of challenges 

to DACA’s 

recession 

was filed in 

September 

2017 in 

federal court

in California.

“

Tuesday’s ruling was the third in recent months against the Trump administration’s retraction of DACA. 
Courtesy of Wiki Commons
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Six-week classes start May 21. Just $31 per unit!
COMMUNICATIONS
POLI SCI 
PSYCH
MUSIC 
MORE....

foothill.edu/secondspring

Dining Commons Will Offer Take-Out for Ramadan
Tamari Dzotsenidze
University News Editor

UC Santa Barbara’s dining 
commons will make special 
accommodations for students 
celebrating Ramadan, which 
begins on May 15. 

Ramadan takes place during 
the ninth month of the Muslim 
year, in which some Muslims 
fast for 30 days from sunrise to 
sundown. 

The dining commons will 
give students the option of tak-
ing a maximum of two meals 
out of the dining commons 
per meal period. They will be 
given one three-compartment 
takeout box and one cup with 
a lid. 

Those who choose to take 
two meals will be given two 
boxes.

“We wanted f lexibility for 

people,” said Jill Horst, dining 
director of Housing, Dining, 
and Auxiliary Enterprises.

Horst said that setting the 
two-box limit took into consid-
eration that many students may 
not have the space or resources 
to store large amounts of food.

The program has been ongo-
ing for several years, according 
to Horst.

Since Ramadan begins at 
dif ferent times each year, the 
holiday had fallen on summer 
in some years, so the university 
did not always need to make 
any accommodations. 

 Portola, De La Guerra and 
Carrillo dining commons will 
all offer the service. 

Horst said her staf f chose 
those three dining commons 
because they are open seven 
days a week and span all geo-
graphical areas of campus. 

Ramadan is one of few holi-
days for which the university 
provides special accommoda-
tions.

“During Passover we have a 
Passover table, but other than 
that I feel that we’re able to 
meet the needs of our student 
population through our regu-
lar service,” Horst said. 

Those fasting have been 
asked to provide their names 
prior to the start of the pro-
gram. Horst said this is so they 
can prepare for the amount 
of students who will need the 
compartment boxes. 

The number of students 
using this program ranges 
from10 to 20, Horst said. 

As of Wednesday evening, 
she has received three requests 
for the accommodation, and 
she anticipates more students 
will contact her. 

Because Ramadan begins at different times in our calendar year each year, the holiday occured during summer 
break in some years, so the university dining commons did not always need to make any accommodations. 
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motion to place him in the posi-
tion, Bertrand faced hesitation 
from fellow director Jay Freeman. 

Freeman told the board it 
should throw its support behind 
Seymour, citing Seymour’s expe-
rience in and around LAFCO 
through the years. 

To that end, Freeman noted 
LAFCO’s emphasis on nitty grit-
ty aspects of the larger county 
and said it would look bad if 
the I.V. CSD nominated some-
one who hadn’t attended enough 
LAFCO meetings. Going for this 
position would spread Bertrand 
too thin, Freeman said. 

“I like that you’re excited to 
do this, but it seems like a 
stretch given all you’re doing 
here,” Freeman said. 

Bertrand defended his quali-
f ications, saying the LAFCO 
needs more younger folks and 

people of color in the way of 
diversity. He later told the Nexus 
that he attends LAFCO meet-
ings quite often.  

Thurlow stepped in, telling 
Bertrand to step down from 
facilitating the discussion since 
he had a direct interest in the 
outcome. Particularly, Thurlow 
said Bertrand should recuse 
himself from running the meet-
ing, but “not necessarily from 
voting.”  

On Wednesday, Bertrand 
stood by his decision to vote on 
the matter. 

“I still believe that what I 
did was within my rights and 
responsibilities,” he told the 
Nexus. “I’m still comfortable 
with it.” He directed the Nexus 
to the CSD’s legal counsel for 
further questions.

G. Ross Trindle, who 

serves as the CSD’s legal counsel 
and sits in on most meetings, was 
not present Tuesday night for the 
board’s discussion.  

In the actual election between 
Seymour, Bertrand and any oth-
ers nominated by their special 
districts, it would be the districts 
themselves that decide who gets 
the position. There are 37 special 
districts in the county and each of 
them will have a vote. 

In a similar situation in January, 
recently-elected Santa Barbara 
Mayor Cathy Murillo voted to 
replace a fellow city councilmem-
ber on a countywide transporta-
tion board, Noozhawk reported. 
The council’s final vote was 3-2 
and Murillo voted for herself. 
Members on the board in ques-
tion make between $2-3,000 per 
year, according to data provided 
by Transparent California. 

tinue line 21x, Carpinteria Express, 
until the Highway 101 HOV lanes 
are opened.

Every April, the MTD 
informs the communities they 
serve of the upcoming changes 
to the bus services, which are 
then off icially put into effect in 
August of that same year.  

A year ago, the MTD pro-
posed new fareboxes that would 
allow UCSB students to tap 
their ID cards on the farebox 
instead of showing a sticker that 
is given out every quarter. 

This new technology has 
been implemented in a few buses 
and, according to Blackery, the 

MTD is “getting close” to fully 
integrating the new fareboxes. 

IVCSD Board Secretary 
Spencer Brandt brought up the 
possibility of creating or modi-
fying a bus line that would 
allow students to access Calle 
Real/Fairview marketplac-
es, which includes stores like 
Trader Joe’s. 

According to Google Maps, 
students can take either the 11 
or 24x bus lines toward Goleta 
and walk 20 to 30 minutes to 
get to the Calle Real Shopping 
Center, or take either of those 
buses and transfer to the num-
ber 7, Goleta Old Town, line 

and walk a few minutes. 
Since its start in August 2016, 

Line 28 has been a “rousing 
success” to the point where the 
MTD will eventually require 
more support from UCSB, 
according to Blackerby. 

Blackerby said that both of 
these issues are being discussed 
at MTD. 

Blackerby also said that 
because line 28 buses often 
get f illed to capacity at the 
El Colegio and Camino Corto 
stop across Santa Catalina, peo-
ple looking to get on at differ-
ent stops along El Colegio are 
sometimes “out of luck.” 

Continued from p.3
MTD

The report stated non-white 
employees, specifically those in 
African-American and Latinx com-
munities, are “often hired into low-
er-paying titles,” while white people 
are “hired into higher-paying titles.” 

Additionally, the report stated 
male workers were given a higher 
average hourly starting pay rate 
than female workers. 

The average hourly starting pay 
rate for a white male patient care 
worker was $32.53 while for the 
same job, an African-American 
female was giving an average start-
ing hourly pay of $24.97, according 
to the report. 

The report also stated UC’s 
African-American workforce 
has shrunk by 37 percent since 
1996. 

“A Black female patient care 
worker would need to work for 14 
years to reach the starting pay of 
a white man,” the report states. “A 
Latina patient care worker would 
reach the starting wage of a white 
man after working for 13 years, and 
a Latina service worker would catch 
up to a white man’s starting wage 
after four years.” 

The report took data from UC 
employment records, according to 
de Los Angeles.  

“They’re all coming in [for] 
starting positions, and women of 
color are just being paid less,” he 
said. 

The UC has not yet released 
a public statement in response to 
the vote or the report, but de Los 
Angeles said the UC placed condi-
tions in its union contracts “which 
is why our workers are so upset 
today.” 

Those conditions include rais-
ing the retirement age, raising 
healthcare rates and holding wages 
constant. 

The UC labor relations team 
could not be reached for comment. 

Continued from p.3
UNION
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No. 16 UCSB Heads South For Conference 
Tournament, Faces No. 17 LBSU in 1st Round

Men’s Tennis Seeks 4th-Straight Big West Title
Brandon Victor
Staff Writer

The UCSB men’s tennis team has had an out-
standing season, winning 16 games, including its 
last eight, and sweeping its Big West opponents en 
route to the regular season conference title.

None of that will matter, however, if the Gau-
chos fail to win their next two games in the Big 
West conference tournament this weekend.

Because they are outside of the top 50 in the col-
lege rankings — in large part due to early season 
slip-ups against difficult opponents — the Gauchos 
will need to win the conference tournament in or-
der to get the automatic bid for the NCAA tourna-
ment.

By securing the first overall seed in the tourna-
ment after finishing 5-0 in conference play, Santa 
Barbara will have a bye until the semifinals on Fri-
day. There, they will take on the winner of the UC 
Irvine-Hawaii match.

On paper, Irvine seems to be the more likely op-
ponent for UCSB. Despite only going 2-3 in confer-
ence play, they finished the season 15-11. In their 
matchup earlier this season, they defeated Hawaii 
7-0. 

While Santa Barbara had the advantage of play-
ing at home, where they finished the season 11-0, 
they were still able to dominate the Anteaters 7-0.

In particular, the Gauchos leaned on their top 
three players: junior Nicolas Moreno de Alboran, 
sophomore Joseph Guillin and senior captain Simon 
Freund. In that particular match, all three players 
dominated, winning their matches in straight sets. 
If UCSB hopes to win the tournament, they will 
need those three to be on top of their game.

Guillin, a transfer from Florida, has been noth-
ing short of spectacular in his first season as a 
Gaucho, earning a 19-2 dual match singles record. 
Freund has also been great, as he has won eight 
straight matches and earned a 15-5 mark in dual 
matches.

Moreno de Alboran, ranked No. 76 in the coun-
try, has tallied a very solid 27-10 overall record and 
a 14-5 mark in dual matches. Being the only Big 
West player that has been ranked nationally, More-

no de Alboran will likely be invited to participate 
in the NCAA Singles Championships next month 
so long as he does not lose his ranking, giving him 
extra incentive to continue playing well in this tour-
nament.

Where Irvine gave the Gauchos some trouble, 
however, was at the lower courts, a place where 
Santa Barbara particularly struggled earlier in the 
season. 

On courts four and six, the Anteaters took UCSB 
to three sets, proving that they at least have the 
skillset to hang tight with them on those courts. Ir-
vine is a talented team, and without the advantage 
of playing at home, the Gauchos will need to be on 
their A-game, especially since they will have had a 
day off already.

If Hawaii beats Irvine, UCSB will be favored fair-
ly heavily in that matchup. Despite only going 3-14 
on the season, the Rainbow Warriors were able to 
eke out two conference victories, making them the 
fifth seed in the tournament.

While they once again had the advantage of play-
ing in front of a home crowd, UCSB was in charge 
of their regular season matchup with Hawaii from 
start to finish. In fact, Santa Barbara did not drop a 
single set during the entire match.

If UCSB can advance to the championship game, 
they will most likely have a rematch with Cal Poly 
in what was a very top-heavy conference this year.

Just days ago, the Gauchos went into SLO and 
blanked the Mustangs 7-0 to take the regular sea-
son title. 

That being said, Cal Poly is an incredibly talent-
ed team, having gone 17-6 on the season and 4-1 in 
the conference.

In their matchup, UCSB used the doubles point 
in order to nullify the home court advantage of Cal 
Poly. Led by the No. 85 duo in the country, Moreno 
de Alboran and junior Anders Holm, who eked out a 
win on court one 6-4, the Gauchos were then able to 
take that momentum into singles play, where they 
won every single match.

That being said, Cal Poly is 17-6 for a reason, and 
their top three players all had excellent seasons. 

Junior Josh Ortlip finished 14-4 on the season, 

and gave Moreno de Alboran a run for his money 
on court one.

UCSB will have to keep up the way they’ve played 
during their current eight-game winning streak if 
they are to extend their season. This has the mak-
ings of a team that could be dangerous in the NCAA 
tournament. First, however, they must get there.

Santa Barbara will play their semifinal match on 
Friday at 3 p.m. at Indian Wells. If they win that 
match, they will then play in the championship 
game on Sunday at 9 a.m.

Athlete Spotlight: 
Senior Captain 
Simon Freund

Meek Mill is finally free. Joel 
Embiid continues to troll. And 

Ben Simmons is looking like the 
real rookie of the year. I guess 

they were right when they say it 
is always sunny in Philadelphia.

Armchair QB

With both the men’s and women’s 
tennis teams winning the regular season 

conference title, they became the first 
programs to be crowned at the same time 

as regular season champ since 2013!

M & W Tennis

Kunal Mehta
Staff Writer

The No. 16-ranked UCSB women’s water polo 
team, who finished the regular season 15-12 overall 
and 2-3 in conference play, will face No. 17 Long Beach 
State to kick off the Big West Tournament in Irvine 
this Friday. 

The Gauchos are coming off one of their most im-
pressive wins of the season against No. 9 UC Davis 
on Senior Day. They will be looking to carry over the 
strong defensive effort they showed in this game, in 
which they held the third-best offense in the league 
to only five points, as they move into the postseason.

On the other side, the 49ers will aim to break out 
of their recent struggles as they have lost four of their 
last six games by an average margin of four goals.

Their 11-13 overall, 2-3 conference record placed 
them close to last in the Big West to end the year; 
however, the postseason offers them a blank slate 
moving forward.

 Long Beach last played against No. 8 UC Irvine 
and lost by a score of 11-8. Both senior utility Virginia 
Smith and senior center Alexandra Massier tallied hat 
tricks in the contest but the 49ers could not hold off 
the red-hot Anteater offense. 

Massier leads the way for Long Beach State with 35 
goals on the year while junior attacker Tori Morrissey 
has 10 assists on the year to lead the team. 

The teams have met twice this year with the ’Chos 
winning the first matchup in early February by five 
goals while the 49ers claimed the second matchup by 
one goal in March to start conference play.

It will be crucial for the Gauchos to continue their 
defensive success in order get past the 49ers, starting 
with the play of sophomore goalkeeper Kenzi Snyder. 
The Santa Ana native is coming off a contest in which 
she had 14 saves.

“There was a moment in the last game where she 
scored a goal from the cage which does not happen 
very often,” Head Coach Serela Kay explained post-
game. “She stepped up and took a risk and that was 
definitely a turning point in that game for us. I think 
she played really well and the whole team felt the en-
ergy from that. I am looking forward to her continu-
ing her high level of play.”

Despite being one of the youngest teams in the 
conference, Santa Barbara has been able to find suc-
cess against their top ranked opponents behind the 
play of sophomore utility Sarah Snyder, junior utility 
Kate Pipkin and stud freshman attacker Mollie Sim-
mons. 

“Pip does a good job of being a playmaker,” Kay 
pointed out. “She is very versatile and has a really high 
game IQ which is one of the reasons she can fill the 
role of the playmaker.”

Snyder finished the regular season with 46 goals, 

which not only led the team but also ranked fourth in 
the Big West Conference. Pipkin had 39 goals and 33 
assists on the year which gave her a total of 72 points 
on the year, which ranked fourth in the Big West Con-
ference.

“For Sarah, I talked about her being an inspiring 
player in the past, and I think she is still doing a great 
job of that,” Kay stated.

UCSB will look to continue to implement their 
patient play-style in the postseason as it worked ex-
tremely well in their last win against the Aggies. 

“I think allowing the game to develop is impor-
tant,” Coach Kay highlighted. “Sometimes there are 
teams that if they rush too much, there are more er-
rors on their part which means the other team does 
not have to necessarily do anything to get those errors 
to occur. We have focused on that and this team has 
done a good job of maturing into that.”

As the Gauchos approach postseason play, they 
will look to follow the mantra that has led them to 
their successful season thus far, as they look to bring 
home a Big West title.

“Work hard, be resilient and trust the process,” 
Kay said.

Santa Barbara will play Long Beach State at 12 p.m. 
this Friday, April 27, at the Anteater Aquatics Complex 
in Irvine. If they win their matchup with the 49ers, 
they will face No. 5 Hawaii on Saturday at 1 p.m.

Joseph Guillin has the best singles mark on the 
team in dual match play, tallying an 19-2 record.

SIAVASH GHADIRI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Jorge Mercado
Sports Co-Editor

Senior Simon Freund has been a very welcomed addition to the UCSB men’s 
tennis team ever since he transferred from LSU two years ago. 

As a junior, Freund posted a very impressive 18-7 mark in dual match singles 
play, earning him All-Big West second team honors. His performance in doubles 
was even better alongside then-senior Morgan Mays, as the Gaucho pair became 
the first players in program history to win the ITA Regional and earn an invite to 
the ITA Championships. 

The duo also posted a 13-5 record at the No. 1 spot and were ranked as high as 
No. 35 in the nation at one point. 

Freund and Mays were also the first to receive and invite and compete in the 
NCAA Doubles Championships since 1992.

This year, the Sweden native has only improved both on and off the field. De-
spite only being a part of the UCSB program for a couple of years, he was still 
honored with the role of captain by his peers and he has not let this team down, 
tallying a 17-7 mark in dual match singles.

As Freund preps for the Big West Tournament this weekend, he will be looking 
to lead the Gauchos to their fourth-straight conference title.

We were  lucky enough to catch up with the senior captain before he and the 
‘Chos head to Indian Wells for the conference tournament; here are the best high-
lights from that interview.

Jorge Mercado: How are you and the team feeling heading into the Big West 
Tournament this weekend trying to win your fourth straight conference title?

Simon Freund: I feel really good right now; it is always really hot up here in 
Indian Wells, but everybody is super excited and ready to go. As the captain of the 
team it is important for me to do well, and that gives confidence to the younger 
guys. I always try to cheer them on and get them going and it’s possible because 
I have played well, winning eight straight right now. There is some pressure, es-
pecially for me, because this is my senior year and I want a storybook ending, but 
playing with pressure is sometimes a good thing. It keeps you focused on your 
end goal. 

JM: How exciting is it to play at Indian Wells?

SF: It is always such an amazing experience and it is really exciting because of 
the rich history it has there. It is super hot here, but I actually like that because 
we are always prepared for that heat, being one of the most fit teams here, so it 
has played a role into why we have done such a good job here in the past few years.

JM: What was the most fun part of the recruiting process? 

SF: Man, they really kind of make you feel like royalty. It is pretty amazing 
and it’s funny because when I was transferring from LSU some coaches were re-
ally trying to get me to go to their school and it was so fun and exciting.

JM: What got you into tennis?

SF: I grew up in a very small neighborhood and it was really amazing because 
everyone was like a small family. Tennis helped me really make friends with ev-
eryone and it helped all of us know each other.

JM: If you could pick any other sport to play and be great at, what would it be?

SF: Golf. I like to play golf a lot. I am an extremely competitve person and so 
anything that can get my adrenaline going I am all for it. 

JM: What are your pro aspirations?

SF: I am actually going to try to play some pro tournaments in the fall. I have 
a couple of friends that are graduating around this time and we are going to try 
to go on tour a bit and take advantage of the time we have right now and see the 
world and have fun. 

JM: Favorite thing about UCSB and its culture?

SF: There is so many things to love about being here but just the environment 
in general is so great. The coaches and friends I have made here have also made 
this experience something that I hope I will never forget.

JM: Funniest moment being on the tennis team?

SF: Morgan Mays and I were about to go up against the No.1 team in the 
country, and the night before, Coach Blake Muller was trying to get the scouting 
reports from them all night. He was unable to find them so we ended up playing 
them the next day and we beat them, so after we beat them we were sitting on the 
bench I just said, “I can’t believe we beat this team.” It was just really funny the 
way it came out and it was such a great memory.

JM: What legacy do you want to leave here at UCSB?

SF: I want to be rememered as a very tough and fierce competitor, someone 
that was not afraid and did not back down. Also, a great teammate and someone 
who really brought his team together. At least, that’s what I could hope for.

STEPHEN MANGA / DAILY NEXUS 
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Kunal Mehta
Staff Writer

For most athletes, a pregame routine consists of them listening to their 
favorite music, eating a healthy snack or going over plays that they want to 
run against their respective opponent. 

For Sarah Snyder, sophomore utility of the UCSB women’s water polo 
team, a pregame routine involves performing the national anthem before the 
game, an honor that most players usually only participate in by watching 
from the sidelines.

Snyder is currently having her best offensive season as a Gaucho as she has 
tallied 46 goals on the year, which ranks fourth in the Big West Conference. 
She is also considered one of the leaders of the team as she brings a gritty 
attitude and carries a lot of responsibility on the team. 

With such a hectic schedule consisting of practices, classes, traveling and 
studying, it is almost impossible to not feel stressed with so many things 
going on.

However, for Snyder, singing has allowed her to de-stress ever since her 
childhood.

“I was four when I started singing, and my mom kind of forced me into 
choir,” she said. “It started off as a cool thing where I had friends, and it was 
something aside from sports that I could do. I love singing because it is a way 
to add positivity to my life.”

Although it may seem that singing was always a positive experience for 
Snyder, this was not always the case. When she was seven years old, she 
was told to sing the national anthem at a local swim meet, but in the middle 
of the song, she forgot some of the words, which led to a very traumatic 
experience. 

“I was scarred,” she said. “I did not sing for two more years, but I f inally 
had the courage to do it again two years later.” 

 It would be reasonable to imagine that she would have had to sacrif ice 
some of her time singing to primarily focus on her water polo career, but that 
could not be further from the truth. 

“Being a student athlete is def initely time consuming, so I don’t really have 
much time for other things, but I sing around the house and the pool a lot,” 
Snyder explained.  “I don’t really sacrif ice much.”

The idea of Snyder singing the national anthem before games f irst came 
about when Head Coach Serela Kay asked her to sing the piece on Senior 
Day of the 2017 season. 

With the whole team on board with the decision, Snyder decided that she 
would give it a shot despite being extremely nervous that she would make 
a mistake.

“My nerves are already up before games and my adrenaline is going,” 
Snyder explained. “My heart is racing and adding singing to that is very 
diff icult. I was like, I got to do it for the seniors and then it just turned into 
something after that.”

When asked whether she had to audition for Coach Kay, Snyder chuckled 
and explained how she was asked to perform. She would also go on to advo-

cate for freshman Sami Stebbins joining her in the near future.
“Sami Stebbins is pretty good,” she explained. “She is really good actually. 

When I leave, she will probably carry the torch.”
For Snyder, there will never be any singing competitions between her and 

her teammates because they all have talented voices. Instead, her idea is that 
the best singers on the team should sing the national anthem together rather 
than one person having the spotlight.

“No competitions,” Snyder explained. “I think Sami has a great voice. I 
would love for her to sing with me. Pip also has a great voice and can play 
the guitar. Emily can sing also. We should do it all together but definitely 
no competition.”

Despite the stress that comes with singing before games, Snyder has been 
able to limit it through a mantra that she has recently started to follow 
profusely.

“Singing probably makes me more tense before games, but a little mantra 
that I have been sticking with is that failure doesn’t exist and carries over 
into every aspect in my life,” Snyder said. “If you can’t fail, you can’t succeed, 
and the least I can do is try.”

When performing in front of her teammates, Snyder has mixed emotions, 
especially since she is singing in front of the home crowd as well.

“It’s nerve-wracking but comfortable, I’d say,” Snyder said. “I know they 
are all supportive even if I forget the words to the national anthem. Nobody 

will be upset or anything, so I feel very supported. It helps having a very 
close-knit team so everybody is always there for each other.”

With the support of her teammates and the home crowd, it makes per-
forming a lot easier as she explains that the applause quells her nerves and 
strengthens her bond with her teammates.

She often f inds herself listening to alternative rock in her free time, as it 
sets her into a positive mood as she goes through her hectic schedule.

“I love so much music,” Snyder said. “I actually started with classic rock 
because my dad used to play it all the time. My favorite artists are probably 
bands nobody has ever heard of. I like Arctic Monkeys and Parachute in 
particular. When songs like “More Than A Feeling” by Boston come on, I 
am definitely blasting it in my car.” 

Despite being such a talented singer, her primary focus is on water polo 
and her education, as well as f inding the perfect balance between the two.

“As of right now, water polo and school is the most important thing right 
now,” Snyder said. “If I could become a pop star, that would be awesome, but 
it is not in the cards right now. Or probably ever. It will probably just be my 
hidden talent, just something fun to do.”

With the Big West Tournament coming up this weekend, Snyder will look 
to continue to bring this positive mindset that she has acquired through 
singing to the team as they look to make some noise in the tournament and 
win their second Big West Title in the last three years.

NEXUS FILE PHOTO

Andrew Bishop
Staff Writer

Over the past three seasons, the UCSB women’s tennis team has expe-
rienced a historic run, which has consisted of two consecutive Big West 
championship titles, and a 7-1 mark in conference play this season which 
resulted in it clinching the No. 1 seed going into tournament play. 

A big part of the reason the Gauchos have been dominant over the past 
few seasons has been through the help of senior Amanda Atanasson, who 
has consistently improved her team’s quality of play and provided her team 
with some much needed wins in close victories. 

While Atanasson has become an integral part of the Gaucho family, 
her path to UCSB was not as clear cut as that of some of her teammates.

Atanasson grew up watching her brother and sister compete against 
each other and against their father in tennis matches. As time went on, she 
decided she wanted in on the action. 

When her father decided to sign her up for a sport when she was ten 
years old, she made it clear that she wanted to play tennis. From that point 
on, she never looked back.

As her talent developed, Atanasson become more and more enam-
ored with the feeling of playing tennis, and she developed a great deal of 
admiration for many acclaimed tennis players like Roger Federer and Kim 
Clijsters. 

When it came time for her to attend high school, Atanasson prioritized 
her tennis career, attending Forest Trail Tennis Academy while being 
homeschooled. 

In her years leading up to college, Atanasson was named a five-star 
recruit and was touted as being one of the top-50 high school tennis play-
ers in the country. Many college recruiters took notice, and Atanasson was 
subsequently bombarded by scholarship offers. 

“I talked to maybe 40 schools, and it was a really difficult recruiting 
process for me. I went back and forth a bunch,” Atanasson said. 

UCSB’s head tennis coach Simon Thibodeau was one of the first 
coaches to speak with Atanasson, and she initially committed to play for 
the Gauchos; however, at the last minute, she wound up de-committing 
from UCSB and committing to play tennis for LSU.

Atanasson spent her freshman year with the Tigers, notching an 
impressive 9-3 singles record and helping her team achieve the No. 23 spot 
in the country. While she enjoyed her time at LSU, personal changes and 
more manageable weather compelled Atanasson to transfer from LSU to 
Santa Barbara after her freshman season. 

Following her brief stint at LSU, Atanasson kicked off her sophomore 
season as a Gaucho. 

Despite finding trouble with transitioning from semesters to quarters, 
and with being so far away from home, Atanasson quickly found solace 
in her new environment, and quickly got along well with her coaches and 
teammates. 

“I love the tennis here and I love the weather here; it’s perfect for tennis. 
California is amazing; you can play every single day,” Atanasson said. “I 
vibed a lot better with the girls here, and I was a lot happier when I got 
here.” 

Atanasson clicked well with her teammates, notching an impressive 
22-10 overall doubles record, at one point winning seven in a row. She also 
notched a solid singles record of 17-13 with her new team. Atanasson’s 
2015-16 season culminated with a dominant run in conference play, which 
resulted in the Gauchos’ first Big West Championship victory in over two 
decades.

“It was amazing. It was one of the best feelings to be able to compete 
with all of your best friends and compete all as one. We were on the same 
page and going towards the same thing together,” Atanasson said. 

In addition to bringing home a Big West title, Atanasson also clinched 
a late-game victory to help the Gauchos secure their first NCAA tourna-
ment victory ever against the University of Kansas. 

The next season proved to be even more dominant for Atanasson and 
the Gauchos, who returned to the courts as the clear favorites to claim 
another Big West title. Despite starting her junior season with a four-game 
losing streak in singles, Atanasson steadily bounced back, at one point 
accomplishing a stunning 11-game winning streak. 

The Gauchos returned to the Big West Championship game once 
again, and Atanasson and her teammates steamrolled Hawaii for their 
second consecutive Big West title.

“It felt just as good as the first time. We felt like we brought our best and 
it turned out how we had hoped it would,” Atanasson said.

UCSB advanced to the NCAA tournament once again but was toppled 
by UCLA in the first round, bringing its season to a close.

2018 marked the beginning of Atanasson’s final season at UCSB, which 
has had its fair share of ups and downs. Despite solid singles and doubles 
play from Atanasson and her teammates, the Gauchos have struggled 
with a schedule marred with top-ranked opponents, and have put together 
an overall record of 11-12. 

However, Atanasson and her teammates also managed to capture their 
first regular season conference title in UCSB history and are currently 
gearing up for a run at a third Big West Championship as the No. 1 seed. 

Despite a great deal of pressure to continue their team’s historically 
dominant run, Atanasson’s last season as a Gaucho has been about more 
than just tennis. 

After three years in Santa Barbara, she has taken an increased amount 
of time to bond with her graduating class and mentor some of her younger 
teammates.

“All of the girls gel really well, and we’re kind of like family,” Atanasson 
said. “I love our freshmen right now, and I’m always trying to help them 
with homework, or finding a building, or whatever.”

Atanasson is slowly coming to terms with the conclusion of her time at 
UCSB, but she is certainly hoping to go out with a bang before she leaves. 
After hopefully conquering the Big West yet again, Atanasson hopes to 
continue playing tennis in Europe before settling down and playing the 
game more recreationally. 

While she has no intent of giving the game up, she is certainly sad to 
leave her UCSB family behind.

“I’m going to miss it, and it’s been a huge part of my life for the past 
three years, so it will definitely weird to slow it down after graduation,” 
Atanasson said. “Santa Barbara is an amazing place.”

UCSB’s tennis program may take some time to recover from the loss of 
Atanasson in the coming years; however, her fellow Gauchos will be sure 
to make the most of their time with her, and hopefully claim their third 
consecutive Big West Championship in a row.

A Celebrated Career That Almost Never Happened: Atanasson’s Journey  

Snyder Sings and Scores: Sarah’s Major Pregame Ritual
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Take a moment to think of your favorite 
albums. Think about how the music made you 
feel upon f irst listen and how those sounds have 
resonated in some form or another as time has 
elapsed. 

Perhaps in conjunction with recollections of 
the music enclosed within your favorite records, 
you also recalled the artwork which represents 
these collections of sound. From the Beatles’ Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, to The Velvet 
Underground’s The Velvet Underground & Nico, 
all great albums exist behind their respective 
artwork. 

I had the opportunity to speak with Dewey 
Bryan Saunders, one of today’s most innovative 
and established graphic designers who often 
operates within the niche realm that is cover 
art. Working alongside f igures such as Anderson 
.Paak, Lil Uzi Vert and Chronixx, Saunders has 
been steadily navigating through the art world 
with consistent and captivating work for years 
now.

Growing up with interests rooted in music and 
skateboarding, Saunders was always attracted to 
art. He was an underground hip-hop head who 
frequented local shows in Philadelphia, deejayed 
in his friend’s basement and collected vinyl 
records. 

“I feel like art, music and skateboarding all 
arise from the same place for me — stoned teen-
ager watching skate videos, doing art, freestyl-
ing,” Saunders said. “I cut out all the ads from 
Transworld and Thrasher around my room and 
started seeing that I was attracted to graphic 
design without even knowing the term ‘graphic 
design.’”

While studying illustration and graphic design 
at Tyler School of Art, Saunders ultimately settled 
on hand-cut collage work. His style is simultane-
ously classic and modern; hand-cut items from 
vintage sources such as old National Geographic 
or Playboy magazines are reworked into an iconi-
cally distinct visual concoction.

The creative didn’t stop studying art after col-
lege, however. Saunders is constantly ref ining his 
craft and developing a better eye for the nuanced 
detail that is so integral to his artwork. 

His day-to-day routine typically consists of 
early caffeinated mornings of reading and design.

“I’ve been trying to read a lot more lately to 
keep the mind sharp and to inform concepts in 
my art practice,” he said.

Saunders recently made a move from 
Philadelphia, Pa. to Los Angeles, Calif.

“I feel like the main difference about living on 
the West Coast is my access to different sorts 
of source material. I order some things from 
the internet, but I love the old-fashioned dig for 
good materials, and there are so many weekend 
f lea markets and bookstores, I’ve been able to 
rapidly expand my printed matter collection,” he 
explained. 

While based in Philadelphia, Saunders began 
designing cover art for local musicians. One of 
his formative projects was in collaboration with 
a local indie band called Brown Recluse. From 
there, he continued to work with other artists and 
slowly built his portfolio. 

While you may not be familiar with Saunders, 
you’ve likely come across his artwork at some 
point. One of his most notable ventures was with 
rapper/singer/songwriter Anderson .Paak. 

Saunders connected with .Paak through 
Twitter. At the time, he was making portraits of 
rappers on Instagram and tagging them in his 
posts. Some of these portraits were even reposted 
by artists like Drake and Mac Miller. Nonetheless, 
.Paak eventually reached out to Saunders after 
stumbling upon artwork of some of his hip hop 
contemporaries. This relationship later blossomed 
into a poster series for a handful of .Paak’s con-
certs, then cover art for singles and albums.  

For Malibu , the musician’s sophomore LP 
behind the moniker “Anderson .Paak,” Saunders 
worked under the creative direction of designer 
Cory Gomberg. Together, the two teamed up 
to conceptualize the sounds of the critically 
acclaimed record into a visual manifestation of 
.Paak’s aesthetic.

The cover art for Malibu is fascinating. The 
intricacies enveloped within the 1x1 picture are 
both chaotic and organized. Saturated in orange 
sunlight, Anderson .Paak sits at a glossy upright 
piano as foamy swells of ocean water and an 
assortment of miscellaneous items f loat around 
him. 

But, it would be a crime to think of Saunders 
only through the lens of his cover art. The creator 
is much more than that — he’s an artistic power-
house who maintains ties to a ubiquity of creative 
spaces. Saunders is an illustrator, a designer, 
sometimes a musician. He releases artwork on 
social media sites daily and connects with his fans 
and supporters online. Saunders is undoubtedly 
the most active, accessible and engaging artist on 
social media I have ever encountered.

“I feel that it is refreshing for people to know 
that I am a real person and by being super consis-
tent and responsive, it makes people trust me as a 
brand,” Saunders said. “I like to have people kind 
of follow along my activities too, and it’s even 
good for family that lives all around the country 
that wants to know what I’ve been up to recently.”

It’s important to note that the artist’s success 
didn’t evolve overnight. Saunders grew up in an 
age without Instagram. He promoted his craft by 
hand, mailing out f lyers and samples of his work 
to anybody he could reach. Analogously, he’s had 
to make some sacrif ices along the way. 

“I think sticking to a freelance lifestyle and tak-
ing a long time to develop a personal style was a 
bit of a sacrif ice. Eventually that route worked out 
for me, but it was a long journey to where I am 
now and it still feels like the beginning,” Saunders 
elaborated. “I am really fortunate to be in the 
position of a graphic designer with a personal 
style that is desirable right now, and it was a tre-
mendous amount of work — a supernatural effort 
to reach this level.”

Saunders slices printed source material the 
same way a hip hop producer would sample a 
song. He operates meticulously with a focused 
and pragmatic demeanor. 

But Saunders isn’t done yet. He recently landed 
a promotional campaign with RayBan and is 
currently juggling a myriad of personal and com-
mercial projects. And while his world may be 
ever-changing, a few things remain constant for 
Dewey Saunders: coffee, reading and design.

Dewey Bryan Saunders’ Surreal World of Album Cover Art

Courtesy of Dewey Bryan Saunders, By Andre Rucker

COURTESY OF DEWEY BRYAN SAUNDERS 

Portugal. The Man and Chicano Batman Ignite SB Bowl
Jasmine Rodriguez
Staff Writer

Straight from their sunset Coachella performance, 
Portugal. The Man brought the festival atmosphere 
without the dusty desert air and notorious outfits to 
the Santa Barbara Bowl last Saturday, alongside soul-
influenced performers, Chicano Batman. 

Strutting along the stage, clad in tuxedos and Vans 
Old Skools, Chicano Batman’s guitar riffs rippled 
throughout the crowd. A liberating sensibility dared 
the general admission f loor to dance as if they were 
at Coachella, moving in free-form along to the groove. 
Dripping in the highest tuxedo fashion, Chicano 
Batman prove their eclectic authenticity by tapping into 
the golden era of soul music and the emotional ballads 
symbolic of Spanish music. 

The group have already carved a name for themselves 
as must-see festival stunners with their 2017 Tropicalia 
performance and through gracing the Coachella stage 
multiple times. The Los Angeles four-piece played 
whimsical songs such as “Black Lipstick” and “Magma,” 
which both channel elements of ’50s blues percussion. 
When the band seamlessly transitioned into “Freedom 
is Free,” the crowd waved their hands and twirled 
around to the rhythm as if they were Penny Lane in 
“Almost Famous.”

Despite Chicano Batman bringing their immersive, 
delightful tunes to the SB Bowl, they also brought politi-
cal and social problems to the foreground with their 
enlightening lyrics. They proved through performances 
of their Spanish ballad, “Flecha Al Sol,” that they are 
a group of refined composers, much like J-Dilla and 
A Tribe Called Quest, which have etched the band’s 
inspirations.  

Portugal. The Man brought the stage alight with 
energy and the occasional guitar solo that induced 
a momentarily stunned sensation among the crowd. 
Despite their lack of interaction with the crowd, the 
screen depicting everything from colorful animations of 
faces to odes to Portland behind the band forewarned 

the audience that “We are not very good at stage banter, 
so our manager wrote some stuff on the screen to make 
up for it.” 

The Portland-based band’s tinge of sarcastic humor 
and honesty was also apparent when they projected 
the subtitles, “If you’re here for ODESZA, you’re early,” 
on the screen of their Sunday afternoon Coachella set. 
Most of the festival crowd happens to not be interested 
in the lengths of synth rock music, yet the band rocked 
out the eager Santa Barbara Bowl crowd with groovy 
explorations of their latest project. 

The riveting performance of “Keep On” raptured 
the crowd, as the dosage of rock intermingled with the 
rotating neon lights that were either bound to cause a 
mild optical migraine or lead the audience into a psy-
chedelic trip. 

The tight-knit band seems to have a compatible link 
with each other where they communicate by mere 
instrumentals. Guitarist Eric Howk, fueled the band’s 
primary power riffs all the while he was in his wheel-
chair. Meanwhile, John Gourley is zoned in a trance of 
giving the crowd a variety of vocal changes, and Jason 
Sechrist provides the tempo changes through his f luid 
drum changes. Kyle O’Quin heavily focuses on the syn-
thesizers as if they are a lifeline, Zoe Manville offered 
her delicate falsetto to illuminate hard-hitting tracks 
and bassist Zach Carothers emphasized the vein of rock 
running through the band’s catalog. 

Summer of 2017 marked Portugal. The Man’s release 
of the intoxicating medley of soul, rock and analog-elec-
tronic sounds, Woodstock. The band’s instant hit “Feel It 
Still” had not only landed its way onto Apple commer-

cials, and found a temporary home at the No. 1 spot on 
the Billboard Top 40, but it also won them the title of 
a Grammy-award winning Group Performance. The 
band melds their hip-hop influences on tracks like “So 
Young” that are reminiscent of the production found on 
legendary Quasimoto and MF DOOM albums. 

Portugal. The Man has mastered a way to interpo-
late montages of sounds that have impacted how the 
band crafts their instrumentation. The charge to their 
way at the top of the charts is credited to the band’s 
ability to use a Frank Ocean method of limiting the 
release of their music for four years in order to get 
the closest they can to a perfect album.  The album is 
attested to effectively collaborating with the industry’s 
top producers to create hits that submerge audiences 
into a world that touches everywhere from neoclassical 
soul to rap rhythms.  

As the concert hit the one hour mark, Portugal. The 
Man incentivized the crowd to stand up and scream 
the lyrics to the band’s well-known hit, “Feel It Still,” a 
song that has both meandered its way onto Apple and 
Vitamin Commercials and beat out the infamous Luis 
Fonsi and Justin Bieber collaboration “Despacito” at the 
Grammys. 

The band set their instruments aside and looked 
longingly to the packed crowd, teasing the crowd 
into believing that they were just about to end their 
set. The crowd ruptured in applause with the loudest 
shrieks coming from drunk 40-year-old men dressed 
in the go-to Portland hipster attire. Portugal. The Man 
answered the crowd’s demands by playing the genre-
bending “Noise Pollution” and the anthemic “Hip Hop 
Kids” that combined the psychedelic visuals playing on 
the screen and the thundering drums. 

Chicano Batman escalated the excitement for the 
night, as their groovy-surf blend went hand-in-hand 
with gazing at SB Bowl’s hilltop view of the ocean. 
Meanwhile, Portugal. The Man brought their ability to 
alleviate temporary stress by illuminating the stage with 
gritty guitar solos and lively strobe lights straight from 
an ’80s f lick.  SIAVASH GHADIRI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Christina Muoio
Staff Writer

This afternoon, Isla Vista’s very own trash panda, Rodney Raccoon, 
announced his intention to run for A.S. President. While this was met 
with dissent from many A.S. hopefuls, the community of Isla Vista 
expressed support for Mr. Raccoon and his campaign. 

“It’s time raccoons get the representation they deserve,” Mr. 
Raccoon said via raccoon-to-English translator. “We face unique 
struggles that the student body of UCSB simply doesn’t understand.” 

Raccoon’s policies include improved transportation for raccoon 
kind, including designated crawl-lanes, personalized parking spots 
and priority bus access. He also aims to ensure that raccoons get fair 
pass times, more opportunities for financial aid, as well as a meal plan 
that would allow raccoons to eat at the dining commons. Improved 
living facilities is also on Raccoon’s agenda, as he wants to pass a 
measure enabling raccoons to live in any of the residence halls or 

undergraduate apartments at a discounted rate. 

“Rodney has my vote,” says fourth year history major, Ben F. 
Kennedy. “He is truly the change we need. It’s time that we gave rac-
coons the same rights as students.” 

Several current A.S. incumbents are skeptical about his chances of 
winning. “I just don’t think he has what it takes,” current A.S. presi-
dent Hieu Le said. “He doesn’t quite understand the student body’s 
needs like I do.” 

When asked what he thought about Le’s words, Mr. Raccoon bared 
his claws in a threatening manner and growled. 

Voting is open from April 23 to April 26 on G.O.L.D. Let your 
voices be heard and vote Rodney Raccoon.

Christina Muoio wants a raccoon as a pet. They’re almost as cute 
as dogs. Almost. 

Hannah Jackson
Staff Writer

Spring quarter is here 
and nobody is more excited 
than freshly minted TA Seth 
Jameson.

Jameson, a f irst-year Ph.D. 
candidate in the university’s 
Bren School of Environmental 
Science & Management hop-
ing to study environmental 
engineering, has high hopes 
for the duration of his f ive-
year program here at UCSB.

However, what Jameson 
looks forward to most is mans-
plaining to female students.

“There’s nothing more 
rewarding than condescend-
ingly explaining a basic con-
cept to a woman so that her 
simple lady brain can under-
stand,” he said.

Jameson hopes to challenge 
himself to mansplain outside 
of his comfort zone, aiming to 
dabble in economics, chemis-
try and even feminist studies. 

“I feel like, as a white man, 
I can bring a fresh perspective 
to the feminist studies depart-
ment here,” Jameson said as 
he adjusted the collar of his 
plaid button down shirt from 
J. Crew. 

While bringing a new level 
of wokeness to the feminist 
studies department may have 
to wait, Jameson is excited to 
test out his mansplaining at 

home in the Bren School. 

“Nothing empowers a 
woman in a S.T.E.M. f ield quite 
like invalidating her questions 
at every possible chance,” he 
said with a smirk. 

We at the Nexus wish Seth 
nothing but the best in his 
TA endeavors and are con-
f ident that his future holds 
no shortage of extremely dry 
off ice hours, passive-aggres-
sive emails and saying “actu-
ally” a lot. 

Hannah Jackson’s tiny lady 
brain may not be able to han-
dle the awesome wisdom of 
her haters. 

Disillusioned with A.S. Candidate Slate, 
Raccoon Throws Raccoon Hat In Race

New TA Excited to 
Mansplain to 

Female Students

There’s nothing 

more rewarding 

than condescend-

ingly explaining a 

basic concept to a 

woman so that her 

simple lady brain 

can understand.

“

SETH JAMESON

COURTESY  OF FLICKR
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Tiffany Velazquez
On The Menu Editor

If you’ve seen “Cupcake Wars,” then you’re probably familiar with Candace Nelson, founder 
and pastry chef of Sprinkles Cupcakes. The f irst cupcake bakery, Sprinkles opened in Beverly 
Hills in 2005 and proved to be an overnight sensation. 

Nelson was inspired by her great grandmother, who was renowned for the distinctive 
desserts she served at her San Francisco bakery in the 1930s, even considering Sprinkles to be 
an extension of her legacy. Since its opening, Sprinkles has expanded to 22 locations across 
nine different states, with plans to bring 34 bakeries to the Middle East. Sprinkles Cupcakes 
also boasts a traveling Sprinklesmobile and the f irst cupcake ATM, offering the same freshly 
handcrafted treats such as their recently launched ice cream that customers can enjoy in store. 

During a visit home this weekend, I took a trip to Downtown L.A.’s open-air mall FIGat7th 
with my mom. Intending to spend the afternoon working on the ridiculous amount of assignments 
I had for the week, I stopped at Sprinkles Cupcakes to grab myself a little pick-me-up. 

Sprinkles Cupcakes is a familiar favorite in my house, surprisingly f irst introduced to us 
by way of their pet-friendly pupcakes. Their cupcakes are always perfectly f luffy and sweet, 
handcrafted and baked fresh daily. Available in both mini and regular sizes, the f lavors are 
rotated weekly to allow customers to try some of their more seasonal favorites. 

Of course f lavors such as vanilla, milk or dark chocolate and strawberry are offered daily, 
alongside their pupcakes and red velvet. Their red velvet is available in a gluten-free, sugar-free 
and vegan option. Other f lavors offered include:

Not to mention their lemon meringue cupcake, which is being offered from April 16 to 29.
Some of my favorites include their cinnamon sugar and milk chocolate cupcakes, but under 

the guise of being somewhat healthy and sharing, I opted for their mini sampler. The sampler, 
offered at f ive dollars, includes mini versions of their red velvet, vanilla and dark chocolate 
cupcakes. The three are topped with their trademark dot, star and heart, respectively. Slightly 
more dense than their regular cupcakes, the three were nonetheless enjoyable, the dark 
chocolate the clear winner in our eyes and stomachs. 

Sprinkles Cupcakes is popular for good reason, their array of f lavors marking them as not 
only the f irst of its kind, but the best to boot. The next time you stop by L.A., or any one of the 
twenty other locations, be sure to pop into their shops for a sweet treat. Maybe even design your 
own or take an assorted box of a dozen cupcakes to go. 

Winnie Lam
Asst. On The Menu Editor

If you’re looking to splurge on a little taste of 
France, Stella Mare’s is the perfect place for you. 
The bistro is located right by the Santa Barbara 
Zoo next to the bird refuge and has been serving 
their French country bistro cuisine for almost 
20 years. I discovered this little gem when my 
boyfriend took me here for our anniversary, and I 
was beyond impressed. 

Our reservation was at 8 p.m., and when we got 
there, I immediately noticed all the strings of lights 
that encompassed the building and made it stand 
out. Once we were seated, we were surrounded by 
live jazz music, which is something Stella Mare’s 
has every Wednesday from 7 to 11 p.m. The seating 
area was pretty small, but it was nice because it 
gave the restaurant a cozy and intimate mood.

Their menu focuses on French cuisine and the 
price range was around $10-$40. To start of f, we 
ordered the oeufs mimosa au homard , which came 
with three deviled eggs f illed with lobster tail 
slices, tobiko caviar, pickled shallots and dill served 
on a toasted French baguette and arugula with a 
drizzle of olive oil. Although the eggs were small, 
they def initely made up for it with their f lavor. The 
dif ferent textures and f lavors of all the ingredients 
together provided an amazing contrast. The caviar 
and shallots stood out to me the most because it 
was so dif ferent from the creamy f illing of the 
deviled eggs. These deviled eggs were packed with 
f lavor and simply an amazing way to set to the 
mood for the rest of my experience at Stella Mare’s. 

For my entree, I ordered the pan-seared Atlantic 
salmon from the specialty menu. The chef prepared 
a perfectly seared piece of salmon surround by 

black truf f le froth, peas, edamame and sprouts. 
This is the best piece of salmon I have ever had. 
It was a little crispy on the outside and very juicy 
and f lavorful on the inside. The truf f le froth was 
a perfect combination with the salmon and made 
the meal savory yet light at the same time. The 
vegetables that came with the dish were also very 
tasty. Overall, this salmon dish was delicious, and 
I really liked how it wasn’t too heavy.

My boyfriend ordered the coq au vin, which is a 
French braise of chicken with red wine, lardons, 
pearl onions, bacon, mushrooms, green peas, 
garlic, carrots and mashed potatoes. 

According to my boyfriend, it tasted “a bit sweet 
and had a [homey] f lavor to it, especially with the 
mashed potatoes and sauce.” 

I tried some of his chicken and it was extremely 
tender and sweet, but I def initely think my salmon 
was better.

After f inishing our entrees, we both still had 
room for dessert, so we decided to order the classic 
vanilla bean crème brûlée. The top was perfectly 
caramelized and the inside had a terrif ic vanilla 
f lavor and a pudding-like texture. The thing that 
actually surprised me the most about the dessert 
was the dollop of whipped cream it came with. It 
tasted like it was actually freshly whipped right 
there at the restaurant. It wasn’t too sweet, so it 
was the perfect pairing with the sweet crème brûlée.

Overall, this was one of the best restaurants I’ve 
eaten at since I came to UCSB. Everything I had 
at Stella Mare’s was delicious, and I could tell that 
the ingredients were very fresh, which made all 
the dishes so f lavorful. Although it was pricey, the 
quality of the food and the ambiance of the entire 
restaurant made it worth it, and I would def initely 
come back here for a special occasion.

Dinner Date at Stella Mare’s

Sugar, Spice and Everything 
Nice at Sprinkles Cupcakes

WINNIE LAM / DAILY NEXUS

TIFFANY VELAZQUEZ / DAILY NEXUS

There’s more to French cuisine than croissants and baguettes so head on 

over to Stella Mare’s Bistro to see what French fine dining is all about

WINNIE LAM / DAILY NEXUS

1.	 Banana

2.	 Banana	dark	chocolate

3.	 Banana	peanut	butter

4.	 Black	and	white

5.	 Carrot

6.	 Chocolate	coconut

7.	 Chocolate	marshmallow

8.	 Cinnamon	sugar

9.	 Coconut

10.	 Cuban	coffee

11.	 Lemon

12.	 Lemon	coconut

13.	 Peanut	butter	chip

14.	 Peanut	butter	chocolate

15.	 Salty	caramel

16.	 Triple	cinnamon
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Through D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. Other Planets Are Visible
Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

As the Earth’s health continues to decline, a solution that is 
occasionally heard is f inding another habitable planet. However, 
distinguishing between what is a planet and what is a star can be 
diff icult, especially at suff iciently far distances. 

In order to detect planets around the nearest stars, an interna-
tional team led by UC Santa Barbara physicist Benjamin Mazin has 
developed a new instrument for high-contrast imaging. 

The team presents D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S., the Dark-speckle Near-
infrared Energy-resolving Superconducting Spectrophotometer, 
the f irst of several planned integral f ield spectrographs to use 
optical/near-infrared Microwave Kinetic Inductance Detectors 
(MKIDs), for high-contrast imaging.

The group, which includes Dimitri Mawet of the California 
Institute of Technology and Eugene Serabyn of the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., created D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S., the f irst 
10,000-pixel integral f ield spectrograph designed to overcome 
the limitations of traditional semiconductor detectors. It employs 
MKIDs that, in conjunction with a large telescope and an adaptive 
optics system, enable direct imaging of planets around nearby stars.

“Taking a picture of an exoplanet is extremely challenging 
because the star is much brighter than the planet, and the planet 
is very close to the star,” Mazin, who holds the Worster Chair in 
Experimental Physics at UCSB, said. 

Funded by the National Science Foundation, D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. is 
an attempt to overcome some of the technical barriers to detecting 
planets. It can take the equivalent of thousands of frames per sec-
ond without any read noise or dark current, which are among the 
primary sources of error in other instruments. It also has the ability 
to determine the wavelength and arrival time of every photon. This 
time domain information is important for distinguishing a planet 
from scattered or refracted light called speckles.

“This technology will lower the contrast f loor so that we can 
detect fainter planets. We hope to approach the photon noise limit, 
which will give us contrast ratios close to 10-8, allowing us to see 
planets 100 million times fainter than the star,” Mazin said. “At 
those contrast levels, we can see some planets in ref lected light, 
which opens up a whole new domain of planets to explore. The 
really exciting thing is that this is a technology pathf inder for the 
next generation of telescopes.”

D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. is the f irst of several planned integral f ield 
spectographs (IFSs) built to demonstrate the potential of MKIDs 
for high-contrast astronomy. Its baseline design is for operation at 
Palomar Observatory with the PALM-3000 XAO system, a visible-
light sodium laser guide star astronomical adaptive optics system 
and the Stellar Double Coronagraph. 

D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. acts as both the science camera and a focal-
plane wave-front sensor, quickly measuring the light and then 
sending a signal back to a rubber mirror that can form into a new 
shape 2,000 times a second. This process cleans up the atmospheric 
distortion that causes stars to twinkle by suppressing the starlight 
and enabling higher contrast ratios between the star and the planet.

D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. traveled to Palomar Observatory for commis-
sioning in July 2016, then again for ongoing commissioning and sci-
ence verif ication in Nov. 2016, April 2017 and Oct. 2017. First-light 
was achieved on July 26, 2016, marking the f irst demonstration of 
imaging with an MKID array on sky. 

D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. represents the beginning of a multi-instrument 
effort to utilize MKIDs for exoplanet imaging. The development 
work invested in D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. has simultaneously supported 
the MKID Exoplanet Camera (MEC), a 20 kilopixel MKID IFS, in 
late 2017 and PICTURE-C, a balloon-borne high-contrast platform 
that will f ly a D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. clone in 2019. 

“Our hope is that one day we will be able to build an instrument 
for the Thirty Meter Telescope planned for Mauna Kea on the 
island of Hawaii or La Palma,” Mazin said. “With that, we’ll be 
able to take pictures of planets in the habitable zones of nearby low 
mass stars and look for life in their atmospheres. That’s the long-
term goal and this is an important step toward that.”

The team’s work appears in the journal, Publications of the 
Astronomical Society of the Pacif ic.

The research was carried out in part at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory at the California Institute of Technology, under a con-
tract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

Above is D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. electronics rack in lab at UCSB. This rack holds five readout cartridges with 10 sets of the readout 
boards per cartridge, installed in a custom readout crate at the bottom of the rack that distributes power signals to the boards.

Courtesy of IOP Science

D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. on the right and the stellar double coronagraph (SDC) on the left attached to the bench and installed in the 
Hale Telescope Cassegrain cage. D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. is shown here with its foreoptics box attached, but before connecting 
external cabling. The SDC electronics board typically hangs next to D.A.R.K.N.E.S.S. as well, but is removed here for clarity.

Courtesy of IOPScience

Our hope is that one day we will be 
able to build an instrument for the 
Thirty Meter Telescope planned for 
Mauna Kea on the island of Hawaii 

or La Palma. With that, we’ll be 
able to take picture of planets in 
the habitable zone of nearby low 

mass stars and look for life in their 
atmospheres. That’s the long-term 
goal and this is an important step 

toward that.

“

BENJAMIN MAZIN
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Wear a shirt that says “Vote for Pedro” 
and tell them you’re only going to vote for 

them if they are named Pedro.

Eat a metric fuck-ton of garlic and use 
words with exclusively hard H’s. Also work 

in the phrase “it’s garlic time”.

Find a MAGA hat because no one will 
want to approach you.

Just fucking scream or something I don’t 
know.

Ask them if a loved one has died from 
mesothiliomia. I don’t know if that’s the 

right spelling, I’m just too lazy to check.

Run.

Headphones: In
Resting bitch face: on

Dick: out
I AM FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM THE 

ARBOR

Parachute to class daily, because it’s not 
like any of these methods will actually work.

Tell them you don’t believe that A.S. 
actually exists, and ask them what is really 

hidden in Storke Tower.

Tell them you’ll vote for them but only if 
they listen to your Soundcloud rap.

Extend your class commute time by an 
extra hour to avoid the Arbor and Pardall.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Tell the candidate approaching you, that 
you voted for the other party. Rinse and 

repeat.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19Why Being Honest Is Sexy

Aryana Kamelian
Opinion Writer

In retrospect of the past 20 years, I have found myself 
in a number of unexpected and often trying situations 
with other people. Some less noteworthy than others, 
but impactful at the least. 

While I haven’t spent countless hours analyzing 
and calculating the quantitative impact each of these 
interactions has had on my life and the way I interact 
with others today, I have concluded, for what it’s 
worth, that honesty has played a considerable role in 
the outcomes of not only the emotional but especially 
the physical relationships I have developed.

In acknowledging how uncomfortable it can be for 
others and for you when you’re “laying it all out there,” 
(and I mean that literally and figuratively) I would like 
to say that complete honesty takes time and is a process 
that looks different for everyone.

When I began that process, I found that an important 
part of being honest with someone else was being able 
to be honest with myself. Really beginning to ask myself 
what I felt and why it was I felt that way helped clarify 
my emotions, and being able to give a reason to those 
clarified emotions gave me comfort and acceptance. If 
you’re able to feel comfortable with and accept your 
own feelings, that often alleviates some of the stress of 
expressing those emotions to someone else. 

Part of the stress that contributes to being honest 
with someone is the idea of vulnerability. Particularly 
in physical relationships,  there are many ways to be 
vulnerable to your partner and if an open, accepting 
environment hasn’t been established, expressing your 
honest opinion could very well be one of those ways. 

As much as we hate to admit it, vulnerability will 
inevitably play a role in every sexual relationship we 
have, the first reason being that we’re naked. Unless 

you have been gifted with the shamelessness of a baby, 
being naked is a very vulnerable experience. 

In the seventh grade, my health teacher prefaced 
his sex talk with “If you’re not comfortable being alone 
naked in a room with someone, you probably shouldn’t 
be having sex.” At that point in my life, I wasn’t even 
comfortable being naked in a room by myself. Point 
being: we are all vulnerable from time to time, and 
acknowledging and accepting that vulnerability could 
do us wonders.

When it comes to sexual vulnerability, whether it 
be with a new partner or with someone you’ve been 
with for years, there is often a pressing concern about 
whether or not what you’re doing is making your 
partner feel good, or whether or not you will be able to 
make them orgasm. 

Just to be clear, no, sex is not like it appears in 
the movies. You will not always know your partner’s 
body,  and while WikiHow may be able to generally 
describe to you in bullet points “How to Give a Blow 
Job” or “What Makes a Girl Cum,” I can guarantee that 
no article would be able to tell you better than your 
partner would. Surprise, people masturbate and know 
their bodies! 

If something feels good, tell your partner, because 
chances are, they’re wondering just like you are and 
the affirmation could even add to the moment. It 
doesn’t have to be some elaborate PowerPoint about 
the logistics of your G-spot or a graph representing the 
sensitivity of your tip, but a simple “Don’t stop” could 
do the trick. Plus, what’s sexier than being able to trust 
and communicate with your partner?

Being honest also means that when something 
doesn’t feel good, you express that too. When your 
partner asks “Does that feel good?” and you respond 
“Uhhh, yeah…” then neither of you are is getting 
anything out of it. 

You’re reinforcing the idea that what they’re doing 
feels good while you are either in pain or feeling nothing 
and your partner is completely misled. How are they 
supposed to know? And yes, there are the “obvious” 
physical reactions we have to sexual stimulation, but 
being told something doesn’t feel good will have a 
more “productive outcome” than someone trying to 
guess whether or not their partner is wet. 

Sometimes dicks just aren’t meant to bend the way 
you want them to bend and that’s something honesty 
has taught me!

Being completely honest, sex is so much better 
when you’re actually genuinely enjoying yourself and 
not worrying about whether or not you’re making your 
partner feel good. If your partner tells you and shows 
you how to make them feel good, you can probably 
assume with a higher degree of certainty that you’re 
making them feel pretty damn good. 

Although there are many more aspects to physical 
relationships, honesty gives you the freedom, power 
and peace of mind to enjoy yourself and your partner. 
While I’ve primarily detailed honesty in physical 
relationships, I do believe honesty is important in every 
relationship whether that be with lovers, friends, family 
or even acquaintances,  and though the vulnerability 

and discomfort that comes with honesty is difficult 
to overcome, in the long run, your relationship, your 
partner and yourself will be able to benefit.

Aryana Kamelian opens up about the benefits of 
honesty in our most intimate moments.

“If you’re not 
comfortable being 

alone naked in a 
room with someone, 

you probably 
shouldn’t be having 

sex.

NATALIA SPRITZER / DAILY NEXUS

Say ‘Hi’ to Your Desk Attendants
Erika Fandel
Opinion Writer

Shawn Achor, a psychological researcher on 
happiness, once mentioned that “when someone 
says hello or smiles at you, your automatic reaction 
is to say hello or smile back.” 

Human beings as a whole strive to make 
connections and to feel included in the group around 
them. In fact, the importance of greeting others has 
even been supported with movements such as “Just 
Say Hello,” a campaign supported by celebrities such 
as Oprah and Tom Hanks. You know that if Oprah 
supports something, it has to be legitimate. 

Saying, “Hello,” is a key part in building 
community, which is why it’s part of my job as a desk 
attendant in the residence halls to greet everyone 
who walks into the lobby. Chances are, if you’ve 
walked past the front desk in my residence hall, 
you’ve probably been met with my only-vaguely-
mechanical-sounding, “Hello.”

For the most part, people return the gesture and 
say, “Hello,” back. Sometimes, I even get a, “How’s 
it going?” If you’re one of these people, the rest of 
this article does not apply to you. I appreciate how 
polite you are, and I’m glad to be one of your desk 
attendants. You are a gem. 

For the rest of you though, I have one simple 
question.

Why won’t you say, “Hi,” back? 
Some of you look me straight in the eyes, making 

intense eye-contact as you walk by. “Hello!” I say 
cheerfully. Your eyes narrow as you make your way 
past the front desk, refusing to smile or even do the 
acknowledging head-nod. At that point, I have no 
idea what I’m supposed to do, so I generally just 
keep a fake smile plastered on my face until after 
you’ve passed by the desk. 

I genuinely doubt that this is a personal vendetta 
against me, as I’ve never spoken to you outside of 
the lobby. Do you do this to everyone? Is it your 
thing to just not say, “Hi,” to people? Do other 
people respond like I do, sitting in confused silence? 

There’s also a few of you who just put so much 
effort into not saying, “Hi,” back that I feel kind of 
bad.  You enter the lobby with such purpose, avoiding 
eye contact and walking around the very outskirts 
of the room. I see you. Do you think I don’t? Just 
because you’re hugging the walls doesn’t mean that 
you’re invisible. This isn’t a middle school dance. 

Sometimes I think I won’t say, “Hi,” to you, since 
you’re clearly very intent on getting by without 
responding. Then I remember that it’s part of my 
job, and bleakly say, “Hi,” as you continue slinking 
along against the wall. Okay, you do you. 

I get it. Sometimes you’ve had a bad day, and 
you really don’t want to talk to anyone. You want 
to retreat to the comfort of your dorm room and 
sleep away the rest of your day. You especially don’t 
want to say, “Hi,” to the awkward girl at the front 
desk. Ultimately, everyone has these days, and I 
completely understand. Every so often, someone 
who typically greets me in return will walk by and 
not respond, only to go back to normal the next day. 

That’s fine, I get it. 
At the end of the day, college is about making 

connections. What’s a better way to do that than to 
say, “Hello”? 

Erika Fandel wants people to be more open to 
meeting new people. It starts with a hello!

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

ALYSSA LONG / DAILY NEXUS

“At the end 
of the day, 
college is 

about making 
connections. 

What’s a better 
way to do that 

than to say, 
“Hello”? 

Horoscopes as different ways to 
avoid A.S. candidates.
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