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STUDENT ADVOCATE GENERAL

over-
sees all 

student af-
fairs, represents 

A.S. and all campus, 
systemwide, local, state 
and federal matters.

executive representative 
of Isla Vista and 

SB County in 
A.S.

educates the student 
body in A.S. and 

university affairs as a 
nonpartisan 

representative of 
all undergrad 

students.

oversees 
A.S. Senate, monitors 

allocation of student fees, 
acts as contact between 

A.S., OSL and campus 
orgs.

representative of 
A.S. on UCSA board 

of directors and USSA, 
represents A.S. on federal and 

UC-wide level.

Each year, the UCSB student body elects new 
representatives to the Associated Students government. 

The candidates are faced with finding solutions to student 
issues, including rising tuition, food insecurity and the 

representation of marginalized groups within the university. 
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Justice Dumlao for A.S. President

Rose Ettleson for Student Advocate General
Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Daily Nexus endorses 
Rose Ettleson for student advo-
cate general, a job that requires 
accessibility and impartiality to 
successfully represent all stu-
dents on the UC Santa Barbara 
campus. 

Student advocate general 
(S.A.G.), a position within the 
Office of the Student Advocate 
(OSA), works to help students 
who “face charges from the 
University in housing, academ-
ic, social conduct, and public 
interest matters,” according to 
the OSA website.

Ettleson, an independent 
candidate and third-year film 
and environmental studies 
major, currently works as the 
OSA chief of staff with the cur-
rent S.A.G., Jack Tannenbaum. 

The Nexus endorses Ettleson 
with the expectation that she 
will continue her work in the 

office in a responsible manner, 
placing students’ rights at the 
forefront of the office’s work.

Ettleson is running on a 
platform of “putting the job 
first,” as expressed during the 
S.A.G. forum on Monday. She 
described the role of S.A.G. 
as “complex” due to the con-
fidential nature of the cases 
the off ice handles, but said 
she would be as transparent as 
possible. 

If elected, Ettleson wants 
to improve the off ice’s out-
reach to make students more 
aware of the services avail-
able to them. Her first project 
would be focused on possibly 
creating a database organizing 
outcomes of previous cases, 
which would help with future 
cases, she said. 

Ettleson’s only opponent 
in the S.A.G. race, Grecia 
Martinez, advocates for 
improved outreach and com-

munication with organizers to 
learn about students’ rights, 
rather than the current S.A.G.’s 
use of polling.

Martinez’s platform offers 
a vision of inclusivity and out-
reach which Ettleson could 
benefit from adopting; how-
ever, Ettleson’s focus on impar-
tiality is a critical point of the 
S.A.G. position, an issue from 
which candidates should not 
waver. 

The S.A.G.’s role as an 
impartial advocate for the 
rights of all students, regard-
less of diversity of opinion 
and background, is critical in 
defending the basic freedoms 
that students have as listed in 
the Student Bill of Rights in the 
A.S. Legal Code.  

Ultimately, the position of 
S.A.G. necessitates objectivity 
and the Nexus hopes that, if 
elected, Ettleson will perform 
to these standards. 

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

As the face of the association, the Associated 
Students president must be a leader who can 
understand the diverse student body at UC 
Santa Barbara and work to create tangible 
projects intended to serve all students. 

With experience working with different 
groups on campus and a f irm set of goals for 
his time as president of the association, Justice 
Dumlao demonstrates the leadership qualities 
that could improve A.S. from the top down. 

Dumlao has served as the co-chair of the 
A.S. Queer Commission, diversity education 
coordinator for the Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity (RCSGD), a 
board member of the Student Affairs Student 
Council and a director for the Coalition for a 
Better UC. 

The candidate’s experience working in all 
corners of campus demonstrates his ability 
to communicate with both students and 
administration.  

Dumlao, a third-year global studies 
major, has a dedication to making A.S. more 
accessible to all students in a tangible way; 
he proposes hiring presidential liaisons from 

various communities on campus to work 
directly with his off ice.

Dumlao also understands the importance 
of putting student money to good use. His 
plan for a f iscal accountability task force 
would reallocate unused student funds for 
projects within A.S. and, if Dumlao follows 
through, could help ensure students’ money is 
not wasted. 

The Nexus is also interested in Dumlao’s 
idea to reform UCSB students’ healthcare. 

Dumlao wants Student Health to accept 
all major insurance providers, as he said 
the service currently only accepts Gaucho 
Health Insurance. Through Dumlao’s plan to 
incorporate UCSB into the UC Health system, 
more students will have access to Student 
Health services, regardless of their insurance 
plan. 

While Dumlao is an advocate for empowering 
student voices within the association and has 
long-term goals like healthcare reform, the 
candidate also understands the day-to-day 
lives of students on campus. 

Dumlao’s proposal to create community 
study spaces in the library would provide a 
location for students of shared majors to study 

and communicate, which he said will facilitate 
more dialogue among the student body. 

While vague in its implementation, 
Dumlao’s eagerness to create small- and 
large-scale change on campus is admirable 
in a presidential candidate, especially with a 
term limited to a school year.  

Brooke Kopel, Dumlao’s opponent running 
with Campus United, is qualif ied for the job 
of president with her experience as an L&S 
senator and an apparent dedication to equality 
for students. 

Yet Kopel’s primary concrete plan for a 
natural disaster relief program, while well-
intentioned in its structure, does not compare 
with Dumlao’s presentation of multiple feasible 
ideas and projects. 

Dumlao should also remember to carry 
himself with the dignity of his position, as his 
conduct in opposing ideas he disagrees with 
has a strong possibility of causing rifts within 
the organization.

Dumlao has ambitious goals and a series 
of plans for tangible projects, but the Nexus 
would like to remind the candidate to remain 
inclusive of all perspectives as the leader of 
the student body. 
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Sophia Dycaico 
for EVPLA

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Daily Nexus endorses Sophia Dycaico for external 
vice president for local affairs.

Sophia Dycaico has been involved in the community 
since her freshman year, working as a community coordina-
tor for the then-external vice president of local affairs, taking 
an active role campaigning for local self-governance efforts 
and being a serviceable helping hand to campus organiza-
tions as a student senator. 

If Dycaico can focus her organizing efforts on finding 
real-world solutions to the numerous problems affecting I.V., 
including safety and police presence, then her experience 
and knowledge of the community’s history will make her an 
effective EVPLA next year. 

The EVPLA is the executive A.S. representative for all 
things Isla Vista. 

As a first-year history of public policy major, Dycaico 
helped Third District Supervisor candidate Joan Hartmann 
register voters in the community. In the spring, she worked 
as the Community Services District (CSD) coordinator for 
the EVPLA office, months before the CSD became a reality. 

Dycaico spent that fall going door to door, asking people 
to vote on measures that would create both the district and 
a tax to fund it. She helped host a forum, held by the EVPLA 
office, featuring CSD Board of Directors candidates. Many 
of those candidates ended up on the board, but the CSD 
didn’t get its funding. This June, it will have another chance, 
and Dycaico is again campaigning for it. 

Since then, Dycaico has hunkered down on campus 
efforts. She was elected off-campus senator last spring. 
During her term, she is most proud of having been an 
effective liaison between the Senate and organizations like 
Environmental Affairs Board (EAB) and UCSB Lobby 
Corps. 

Rena Bahl, EAB co-chair, agreed Dycaico was a viable 
liaison who attended 75 percent of the org’s meetings — 
more than she was required to by A.S. legal code. 

“She did a lot more than she was supposed to and put in 
way more effort than previous liaisons,” said Bahl, a third-
year environmental studies and global studies major. 

During her Nexus endorsement interview, Dycaico proved 
she has a solid level of background knowledge of I.V.’s work-
ings. She’s aware of current CSD projects and other I.V. 
fixtures like the Beloved Community conference and the I.V. 
Recreation and Parks District. Dycaico has formed opinions 
on tenant-landlord mediation and making Halloween safer.  

On the other hand, Dycaico’s ideas for improving I.V. 
could use further work. Combatting I.V.’s burglary rates, she 
said, starts with giving its residents more replacement keys 
for their houses because too many are leaving their homes 
unlocked. 

Dycaico’s plan fails to consider that The Home Depot is 
only a 13-minute bicycle ride away from the southernmost 
block of I.V. 

Dycaico also introduced nothing new when it comes to 
engaging I.V.’s non-student population, including families 
and residents who do not speak English as a first language. 

Still, when it comes to understanding the projects already 
underway in I.V. and the bureaucratic tangles that may slow 
them down, Dycaico is the right candidate for the job. If 
she can get to know more of the folks in the community 
this summer and commit herself to understanding how they 
would like to be helped, Dycaico would do a fair job of rep-
resenting the student population in I.V. 

Students can vote for Dycaico in the A.S. Elections by 
logging on to G.O.L.D. from April 23-26. 

JOSE OCHOA / DAILY NEXUS 
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Six-week classes start May 21. Just $31 per unit!
COMMUNICATIONS
POLI SCI 
PSYCH
MUSIC 
MORE....

foothill.edu/secondspring
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Stephany Rubio 
University News Editor

The Chicano movement 
in the late 1960s, known as El 
Movimiento, found its home at UC 
Santa Barbara with the creation 
of the El Centro Annex building, 
giving Chicanx students and their 
allies a space where they could 
express their shared identities and 
experiences. 

Last Saturday — after nearly a 
year of fighting against the demo-
lition of the building — students, 
community members and UCSB 
staff and faculty came together 
for the reopening of the reno-
vated El Centro Arnulfo Casillas 
building.

The open house celebration 
started with a ceremonial song 
and blessing by Chumash elder 
Marcus Lopez. 

“This center is to celebrate the 
new vision of the world that we 
are going to live in,” Lopez said. 

He said the reopening shows 
that “tradition can break the mas-
ter narrative” of historical colonial 
power over people of color and 
that the students, community and 
everyone involved in El Centro 
will redefine what the new nar-
rative is.

“Im happy to see and to be 
here and to give you that message 
through these ancient songs,” 
Lopez said.  

In commemorating the stu-
dents for their work in saving El 
Centro, Lopez said “this is your 
strong hold, make it wise, make 
your connections with what you 
need to connect.”  

As previously reported in Jan. 
2017, occupants of the building 
received a 45-day eviction notice 
for the demolition of the building 
due to structural issues, including 
insect infestation, poor ventilation 
and structural damage that made 
the building highly unstable in 
the event of an earthquake. 

After the eviction notice, stu-
dents and alumni voiced their 

frustration toward the adminis-
tration and continually fought for 
the permanency and improve-
ment of the building, according 
to Shahryar Mooraj, a member 
of the El Centro committee and 
fourth-year mathematical science 
and physics double major. 

“As students, we came togeth-
er to stop that and to fight for the 
history and the culture that has 
been built in that space over time 
and to ensure that El Centro has 
a permanent physical space on 
campus,” Mooraj said.  

“Keeping the doors open for 
those yet to come,” is written on 
the sign hanging over the front 
door entrance. 

The reopening ceremony com-
memorated past and present stu-
dents and faculty that have fought 
for the fruition and continuation 
of El Centro through decades of 
social justice work, community 
resistance and grassroots organiz-
ing so future students of color can 
feel they have a space at UCSB.

“I was one of the students 
who lead the negotiation for 
the rebuilding process in the El 
Centro committee,” UCSB alum-
na Damaris Adame said.

Adame said the day they were 
served the eviction which “essen-
tially condemned” and made 
“immediate evacuation” neces-
sary on Jan. 9, 2017, feels like 
“decades ago [rather] than just 
last year.” But it was last year 
when we as students were told 
that the temporary building 406 
was essentially condemned and 
our immediate evacuation was 
necessary,” Adame said. 

According to Adame, they 
were asked to “remove the art, 
the decades of posters, murals 
and designs” that mark student 
protests and struggles that were 
born and grew out of El Centro, 
but they were also asked to aban-
don “the safety [they] had created 
within these four walls.” 

Adame said that the students 
El Centro carry with them, the 

Chicanx movement of MEChA, 
the hunger strikes of 1988 and 
1994, and more movements uplift-
ed them. 

Congressman and UCSB 
alumnus Salud Carbajal and 
Chancellor Henry T. Yang were 
present at the ceremony along 
with Ozzie Vargas, director of 
the Educational Opportunity 
Program, [[delete comma]] and 
representatives from Counseling 
and Psychological Services. Many 
Chicano/a studies department 
faculty and Associated Students 
(A.S.) officials were also present. 

Event organizer, Yaneli 
Gutierrez, distinguished A.S. 
executive director, Marisela 
Marquez as a staff member that 
has been a supporter of El Centro 
since her time as a graduate stu-
dent on campus.

Marquez told the story of the 
day she first visited El Centro in 
1988. She said “it was the first 
time I had exhaled in three years.” 

“In the early years, I watched 
[students] negotiate and sell 
M&M’s to actually create 
the first La Raza college day,” 
Marquez said, referring to when 
El Congreso, one of El Centro’s 
organizations, brings high school 
and middle school students of 
color to campus to introduce 
them to how higher education 
works.  

Marquez said the Chicanx 
and Latinx student population 
has gone from approximately 12 
percent to over 25 percent and 
credited El Centro as a main rea-
son for UCSB’s effectiveness as a 
Hispanic Serving Institution. 

Marquez emphasized that past 
and present generations of stu-
dents have created a space where 
future students will retain what El 
Centro has to offer. 

“Without [the students’ work] 
we wouldn’t be standing here. Its 
known that the next generation 
of students are right behind you 
and they’re taking it to heart,” 
Marquez said.

Anthony Pimentel for IVP

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Daily Nexus endorses 
third-year political science 
major, Anthony Pimentel, 
who we believe will serve 
as a diplomatic, bipartisan 
and organized internal vice 
president. 

It is crucial for the 
Associated Students (A.S.) 
internal vice president (IVP) 
to be seen as a neutral and 
non-polarizing f igure, as the 
IVP is responsible for leading 
a Senate full of students with 
varying views. 

This past year, Pimentel 
served as an of f-campus 
senator, co-chaired the Senate 
Internal Committee and was 
a policy intern at the I.V. 
Community Services District 
(CSD). 

Pimentel ’s platform is 
focused on the accountability of 
A.S. senators with an emphasis 
on ensuring that senators are 
active and effective liaisons to 
their BCUs. 

Whi le Pimentel has 
experience in A.S., the 
resolutions he has authored 
have been mostly positional 

and not directional, which 
means they represent 
symbolic measures and 
not direct actions. Pimentel 
helped author a resolution 
condemning anti-Semitism 
and hate speech, along with a 
resolution condemning cyber-
bullying. 

Whi le the Nexus 
acknowledges the importance 
of positional resolutions, 
Pimentel’s resolutions do not 
involve concrete action. 

P imente l ’s  opponent , 
current On-Campus Senator 
Steven Ho, has accomplished 
more directional work during 
his time on Senate, such as 
authoring a resolution to 
demand the resignation 
of the Resource Center for 
Sexual and Gender Diversity 
director and helping with the 
demands of undocumented 
students on campus through 
the organization Improving 
Dreams Equality Access And 
Success (I.D.E.A.S.). 

Ho explained the work he 
has done on Senate but lacked 
a tangible plan on how he 
would organize the Senate 
itself. 

Pimentel expressed plans 
to hold “one-on-ones” with 
senators to hear about their 
goals and plans and offer them 
help. 

He also wants to create a 
written contract that states 
the exact responsibilities of 
each senator and how much 
honoraria a senator will be 
docked if a responsibility is 
not completed as a way to hold 
off icials accountable. 

The Nexus is impressed with 
Pimentel’s plan to “revitalize 
public forums” during Senate 
meetings. Of ten, public 
forum can create a hostile 
environment for discussion of 
controversial topics, so a new 
approach might be benef icial. 

Pimentel hopes to expand 
the roles and duties of the 
campus visibility director to 
bridge the gap between A.S. 
and the student body. 

If Pimentel can successfully 
incorporate new accountability 
measures for senators and 
support more tangible and 
directional bills, we believe 
he will be an effective and 
diplomatic internal v ice 
president. 
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Mayela Morales for EVPSA

One Year Later, El Centro 
Reopens its Doors

Daily Nexus Editorial Board

The Daily Nexus endorses 
fourth-year global studies and 
Chicanx studies double major 
Mayela Morales for external vice 
president for statewide affairs. 

Morales’s platform includes 
addressing the rising costs of 
higher education, increasing out-
reach to students and uplifting 
groups in the community who 
may feel they lack representa-
tion.

To address college affordabil-
ity, Morales has served as the 
legislative outreach director for 
the Coalition for For a Better UC 
and has worked on Assembly 
Bill 3153, which would extend 
the Cal Grant through the sum-
mer sessions.

She said she has also worked 
with Monique Limon to address 
food insecurity on college cam-
puses. 

Morales takes a refreshing 
approach to resources for stu-
dents and affordability and is 

focused on including students that 
do not qualify for benefits or 
come from out of state.

“Not all students are eligi-
ble for these kinds of programs 
including out-of-state and undoc-
umented students, and yet we are 
still required to pay these student 
fees,” she said. 

Morales has experience work-
ing with Lobby Corps and 
arranging lobbying trips though 
she does not address the issues 
with lobbying, such as a lack of 
preparation and the effectiveness 
of the trips, like her opponent 
Madeline Loudon.

According to the Associated 
Students legal code, the purpose 
of the external vice president for 
statewide affairs (EVPSA) is to 
“serve as the official representa-
tive” of A.S. to the University of 
California Students’ Association 
(UCSA) Board of Directors as 
well as the United States Students’ 
Association (USSA).”

Morales has served within 
USSA, giving her experience as 

a representative of the university, 
specifically within marginalized 
groups.

While both Morales and her 
opponent have acknowledged 
their respective privileges and 
emphasized the importance of 
letting marginalized groups speak 
for themselves, Morales specifi-
cally addressed anti-blackness 
within the USSA and the UCSA. 

“I know what is good about 
[USSA] and I know what is bad, 
one of those things we have to 
work on in both spaces is getting 
rid of the anti-blackness that a lot 
of students have faced,” Morales 
told the Nexus. 

Her experience working with 
El Congreso and in the Student 
Activist Network gives her a 
more diverse background, and the 
Nexus believes that her many ties 
to student groups on campus will 
allow for increased outreach and 
mobilization.

It is her conviction and breadth 
of experience that make her the 
best candidate for EVPSA.
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Pro/Con Statements for 2018 Campus-wide Fee Reaffirmations  
April 23-26, 2018          REAFFIRMATIONS       campuselections.sa.ucsb.edu 

ONLY UNDERGRADUATES WILL VOTE 
ON THESE FOUR MEASURES: 

 

No pro/con statements were submitted.   

No pro/con statements were submitted.  
 

No pro/con statements were submitted.  

  
Vote YES for the MultiCultural Center to continue 
supporting 30 years of providing an inclusive space 
at UCSB and a broad spectrum of educational 
events advocating for social justice. 

The MCC was established BY, and FOR, students to 
provide a hospitable, safe space to fight all forms 
of discrimination and oppression. By reaffirming 
the MCC’s lock-in fees of $8.52 per quarter, you  

Associated Students Community Volunteer 
Foundation Fee (formerly AS Community 
Affairs Board (AS CAB) Volunteer Support Fee)  

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of  
$0.76 per undergraduate student per quarter 
(including summer), to continue a fund available 
to students and student groups to finance 
volunteer campus and community projects 
(Breakdown: $0.57 is for Community Volunteer 
Foundation and $0.19 is for return to aid)? This 
fee is in addition to the $4.05 per student per 
quarter ($3.67 in summer) currently collected by 
Community Affairs Board through other campus 
and student government fees for a total of $4.81 
($4.43 in summer). If reaffirmed, the fee will 
continue to be collected until subject to 
reaffirmation in spring 2022.  
 

  ____ YES ____ NO      ____ ABSTAIN  

Campus Learning Assistance Services (CLAS) 
Academic Services Fee 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$17.37 per undergraduate student per quarter 
(including summer), to maintain the current level 
of Campus Learning Assistance Services’ group 
and drop-in tutorials (Breakdown: $12.90 is for 
CLAS, $4.34 is for return to aid, and $0.13 is for 
administrative fee)? The fee also includes a cost 
of living adjustment (COLA)* every five years and 
is next scheduled for adjustment in fall 2020, 
then fall 2025, and so forth. 

This fee is in addition to the $15.51 currently 
collected by CLAS through other campus and 
student government fees for a total of $32.88 per 
undergraduate per quarter.  If reaffirmed, the fee 
would continue to be assessed until subject to 
reaffirmation in spring 2022. 

 

___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

University Center (UCen) Support Fee 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of $9.00 
per undergraduate student per quarter (including 
summer) to help meet operating and facility costs 
of the UCen?  This fee is in addition to the $35.53 
per undergraduate student quarterly fee currently 
collected by the University Center for 
programming and facilities, for a total of $43.82.  If 
reaffirmed, the fee will continue to be assessed 
until subject to reaffirmation in 2022.  

  ___YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

will continue to support approximately 100 events 
per year (all events are open to the public and 
most are free to attend), free event spaces and AV 
support for student organizations, free food and 
refreshments during study jams, student jobs, and 
event funding. Your support will also help 
continue the operation of our 150-seat theater, 
lounge/study space, meeting room, and kitchen.  

Voting YES to reaffirm the MCC’s lock-in fees will 
continue your fee contribution that already 
supports the MCC with no increase to the fees you 
already pay!   

— Ronaldo Noche, Student Liaison, MCC 

Arts & Lectures allows us to first-handedly 
experience world renowned artists and lecturers 
on a college-sized budget (UCSB students get up 
to 75% off the public ticket price!). This program 
not only enriches our college experience by 
expanding the academic and social aspects of 
UCSB, it also gives us access to presentations by 
artists like Andrew Bird or Mike Birbiglia; 
comedians like Trevor Noah and Samantha Bee; 
or notable public figures like Vice President Joe 
Biden. We urge you to continue your support of 
Arts & Lectures so that we can keep student ticket 
prices low, take advantage of free events, and 
help them bring these artists and lecturers into 
the classroom. UCSB students deserve to 
experience the excellence that this program brings 
to campus. 

— A&L Student Advisory Committee members 
(Jake Nagasawa, Cecilia Wu, Zoe Jones) 

The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) funds projects 
which “green” our campus and reduce the 
University’s impact on the environment. Since the 
fund began 12 years ago, TGIF has supported over 
140 projects that increase renewable energy used 
on campus, increase water and energy efficiency, 
increase student access to sustainable food 
systems, and reduce waste. 

“TGIF puts sustainability in the hands of students 
and staff and allows for innovation and personal 
commitment to show through in projects that 
enhance the sustainability of the whole campus.” 
–Grant Recipient 

TGIF empowers students to take action and create 
innovative solutions to solve environmental 
problems. Voting Yes means that your $3.47/
quarter will continue funding sustainability 
projects and, most importantly, student 
internships that support these projects. 

UCSB is committed to reducing its net greenhouse 
gas emissions to zero by 2025, and projects 
funded by TGIF have been and will continue to be 
extremely important for the campus to achieve 
this goal. 

— Jewel Persad, TGIF Grant Manager 

MultiCultural Center (MCC) Support Fee 
Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$8.52 ($7.06 in summer) per undergraduate 
student per quarter to support the MultiCultural 
Center’s (MCC) operating and programming costs, 
(Breakdown: fall/winter/spring: $6.83 is for the 
MCC, $1.69 is for return to aid; summer $5.55 is 
for the MCC, $1.51 is for return to aid)?  Of $5.08 
of the $6.83 for the MCC ($4.55 of the $7.06 in 
summer), a 7% administrative assessment will be 
charged to all non-capital expenditures.   

This fee is in addition to the $5.46 ($5.21 in 
summer) currently collected through other 
campus and student government fees for a total 
of $13.98 ($12.27 in summer).  If reaffirmed, the 
fee will continue to be collected until subject to 
reaffirmation in 2022.   

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

UNDERGRADUATES AND 
GRADUATES WILL VOTE ON THESE 
FOUR MEASURES: 
Arts & Lectures (A&L) Events Fee 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$5.68 per undergraduate and graduate student 
per quarter (including summer), in order to 
support Arts & Lectures (Breakdown: $4.26 is for 
A&L, $1.42 is for return to aid)?  Of the $4.26 for 
A&L, a 7% administrative assessment will be 
charged to all non-capital expenditures. The fee 
is in addition to the $9.41 per undergraduate and 
$7.56 per graduate student per quarter currently 
collected through other campus and student 
government fees to support A&L programming 
for a total of $15.09 per undergraduate and 
$13.24 per graduate student per quarter.   

If reaffirmed, the fee will continue to be 
collected until subject to reaffirmation in spring 
2022. 

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN  

The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) is and has been 
an excellent way for students to participate in 
greening the campus. TGIF is a student majority 
board and most of the proposals each year are 
either submitted by students or by a student/
staff partnership. Excellent projects have come 
forth during this process, like the UC Santa 
Barbara Hydration Stations. By installing these 
stations across the campus, students have 
access to good quality water and had a direct 
impact on the number of single use plastic 
water bottle sales, with a reduction of 
approximately 40%! The creativity and passion 
of our students really shines in these proposals 
and as an advisor to the committee, it always 
makes me proud to be a Gaucho. 

— Mo Lovegreen, Director, Campus 
Sustainability 

CAPS’ mission is to promote the emotional and 
psychological well-being of students and the 
UCSB community. We approach our work both 
comprehensively and collectively.  The greatest 
proportion of our work is initial assessment, 
crisis intervention, and individual/group 
therapy.   However, we also work with worried 
parents, professors, friends who notice signs of 
distress, graduate advisors, TAs, and anyone 
who reaches out for help. We work with 
veterans, students of color, graduate students, 
first generation, foster youth, LGBQTI students, 
student parents, athletes, re-entry students, 
international students – the entire UCSB 
community!   We have a diverse staff, and hope 
to continue to increase the diversity of our staff 
– culturally/ethnically as well as our ability to 
offer services in a diversity of languages. Voting 
‘yes’ for CAPS will ensure our ability to continue 
to meet the increasing demand and provide 
quality services to UCSB students.  Supporting 
CAPS supports all Gauchos!  
– The CAPS Team 
 
Voting “yes” on the CAPS support fee will allow 
CAPS to continue providing essential mental 
health resources and support for UCSB students. 
College life presents new, unpredictable 
challenges (including daily stressors, transitions, 
demanding academics, trauma, etc.) that may 
be difficult to navigate alone, which is why it is 
crucial to have CAPS available as a resource. In 
addition, because of this fee, all CAPS services 
are free, confidential, and do not require any 
sort of documentation. Students who may not 
have been able to receive mental health services 
in the past can now meet with 20+ clinicians, 20 
mental health peers, join group therapy, and 
more in a comfortable, private environment on 
campus. Voting “yes” is an easy and effective 
way to support the mental health of UCSB 
students and provide a positive college 
experience for all. 
— Jasmine Wahab, Mental Health Peer 

CAPS is only able to provide its services with the 
support of students. This is crucial -- students 
who might have never before had access to 
mental health resources of any kind are now 
empowered to seek out these resources, thanks 
to the support of every UCSB student. Voting 
Yes on the CAPS support fee isn't just a vote for 

The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$3.47 per undergraduate and graduate student 
per quarter (including summer), in order to 
support The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF) 
(Breakdown: $2.60 is for TGIF and $0.97 is for 
return to aid)? TGIF provides funding for projects 
intended to reduce the University’s impact on 
the environment. If reaffirmed, the fee will 
continue to be assessed until subject to 
reaffirmation in spring 2022.  
___ YES     ___ NO     ___  ABSTAIN 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) 
Support Fee 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$33.07 per undergraduate and graduate student 
per quarter (including summer), in order to 
support Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS), (Breakdown: $23.60 is for CAPS, $8.26 is 
for return to aid, and $1.21 is for administrative 
assessment)?  The fee is also subject to a cost of 
living adjustment (COLA)* every five years and is 
next up for a COLA in fall 2020, then fall 2025, 
and so forth.  

The fee is in addition to the $2.69 per 
undergraduate and graduate student per 
quarter currently collected by CAPS through 
other campus and student government fees to 
support their services, for a total of $35.76 per 
undergraduate and graduate student per 
quarter.  If reaffirmed, the fee will continue to 
be collected until subject to reaffirmation in 
2022.   

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

Recreational Sports Fee 

Do you wish to continue a mandatory fee of 
$7.00 per undergraduate and graduate student 
per quarter (excluding summer) to fund 
Recreational Sports? The fee is in addition to the 
$97.78 per undergraduate and $59.18 per 
graduate student per quarter currently collected 
by the Department of Recreation through other 
campus and student government fees to support 
recreational programs and associated facilities, 
for a total of $104.78 per undergraduate and 
$66.18 per graduate student per quarter.  If 
reaffirmed, the fee will continue to be collected 
until subject to reaffirmation in 2022. 

 ___ YES     ___ NO     ___ ABSTAIN 

VOTING OPEN APRIL 23-26, 2018 

UCSB CAMPUS ELECTIONS COMMISSION—
Online Spring Election 2018 

THE ELECTION IS ONLINE! 

How to vote: Go to https://vote.as.ucsb.edu, and 
follow the directions.  The link is also provided on 
the UCSB GOLD system when you log in. Public 
access computer banks are located at SRB, the 
Library, and many residence halls.  Any difficulty 
voting should be reported to 
votehelp@as.ucsb.edu.  These campus-wide 
measures will be on the ballot along with 
candidates for A.S. offices and A.S. new fees and 
fee reaffirmation items . Graduate students will 
vote on a separate ballot.  Be sure to be a 
registered student by April 20, 2018 to be eligible 
to vote! 

 VOTER TURNOUT REQUIREMENTS 

A minimum 20 percent voter turnout is required in 
order for the election to be considered valid.  A 
reaffirmation passes is 50% + one of the voters 
vote “yes.” 

Definition of RETURN TO AID: The return-to-aid 
surcharge, 25% of the total fee charged, is 
assessed to every campus-bases, student-initiated, 
new mandatory fee and increase to an existing fee 
originally passed 2006 or later.  The surcharge is 
used by the campus to cover need-based financial 
aid for UCSB students whose financial aid awards 
would not otherwise cover student-imposed 
mandatory campus fees.  The surcharge applies to 
undergraduate and graduate student fees.   

Definition of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSESSMENT: The 
administrative assessment, currently 7% of the 
base fee charged, is assessed to non-capital 
expenditures for every campus-based, student-
initiated, new mandatory fee and increase to an 
existing fee originally passed 2009 or later.  The 
assessment issued by the campus to cover the 
administrative costs of collecting, accounting for, 
and disbursing the student-imposed mandatory 
campus fees.  The assessment applies to 
undergraduate and graduate student fees.   

These pro/con statements were independently 
written and provided to the Campus Elections 
Commission.  The commission, which comprises 
students, faculty, and staff members, is a neutral 
body that advises the chancellor (or designee) on 
all matters pertaining to campus-wide elections 
and conducts elections in such a way that the 
interests of the voters and the institution are well 
served through the process.  The Campus Elections 
Commission is NOT affiliated with Associated 
Student or Graduate Students Association 
elections.   

campuselections.sa.ucsb.edu 

the “idea” of mental health. Your vote to support 
CAPS ensures that every day, CAPS continues to 
provide invaluable support to the entire student 
population. As students, we all struggle in different 
ways, and sometimes we need a little help to make 
sure we're taking care of ourselves. Yes on the CAPS 
support fee means supporting one another, and 
supporting a community that prioritizes and de-
stigmatizes mental health, as we all continue to 
create, reach, and surpass our goals at UCSB. 
— Willie Roman, Mental Health Peer  

No pro/con statements were submitted.  
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5th-Seeded Gauchos Will Hope To Make 
Miracle Run at Inaugural Conf. Tourney

Blue-Green Rivalry Renewed in Winner-
Takes-All Final Match of the Reg. Season

Brandon Victor
Staff Writer

UCSB men’s tennis team can do no wrong lately 
— they have won seven games in a row, including 
three victories on the road. In their four conference 
victories, they have yet to give up a single point to 
their opponent.

Saturday, they will put their season on the line in 
a winner-take-all matchup against an unexpectedly 
superb Cal Poly team that has won five games in a 
row.

Both teams enter the match 4-0 in the confer-
ence, meaning the stakes couldn’t be higher. Win-
ner takes the regular season conference title and the 
top seed in the Big West tournament, while the loser 
must settle for the second seed.

“I feel we’re beginning to peak at the right time, 
with all of our biggest matches in front of us,” Gau-
cho Head Coach Marty Davis said.

Last season, the Mustangs finished ranked No. 
49 after an 18-8 season, the most wins in school his-
tory. With a victory over the Gauchos, the Mustangs 
would tie that record, putting their overall record at 
18-5 heading into the Big West tournament.

Statistically, Cal Poly seems to have a strong ad-
vantage playing at home — on the season, they are 
11-0 at home, while UCSB is only 3-5 on the road. 
However, most of those losses came earlier in the 
season, when Santa Barbara was struggling to find its 
identity. Additionally, UCSB holds the all-time record 
against Cal Poly, winning 19 of the 32 matches the 
two sides have played.

“I’m interested to see how we play in front of a 
hostile environment,” Davis said. “I know we’re going 
to be up for the test.”

In order to mitigate home-court advantage, Santa 
Barbara will have to win the doubles point — some-
thing that hasn’t been Cal Poly’s strong suit this sea-
son, particularly at the No. 1 spot. On the season, the 
Mustangs are just 7-9 at that spot; therefore, juniors 
Nicolas Moreno de Alboran and Anders Holm will 
look to pick up one of the two victories necessary for 
the doubles point.

Similar to the Gauchos, the Mustangs are a top-
heavy squad when it comes to singles play. Junior 
Josh Ortlip has dominated opponents at the one 
spot, winning 14 of his 18 matches and riding a 
four-game winning streak heading into the match. 
Moreno de Alboran, who remains unbeaten in his last 
seven matches and is ranked 80th in the country, will 
have to be on his A-game in order to get the victory.

Likewise, Australian junior Dominic Bechard has 
won 11 of his 13 matches on court two, posing a 
threat to UCSB sophomore Joseph Guillin, who has 
only lost two matches the entire season. The top two 
courts will likely be the deciding factor on Saturday, 
so Guillin will have to keep his hot hand if the Gau-
chos are to win.

Where the Mustangs have stumbled, however, is 
at the bottom two singles courts. On court five, Cal 
Poly has a 9-9 record on the season, while on court six 
they are 10-7. These numbers pale in comparison to 
the team’s overall record, and will likely provide the 
Gauchos’ best opportunity to pick up points.

However, UCSB has also been inconsistent, espe-
cially at the number six position. On court five, fresh-
man Victor Krustev has stepped up despite his age, 
winning his last two matches in straight sets. What 
remains to be seen, however, is who will play at the 
number six position for UCSB. After struggling ear-

lier in the year, junior Hironori Koyanagi dominat-
ed in his last match, while senior Chase Masciorini 
picked up an easy victory on court six following a one 
year layoff of playing tennis. No matter who plays, 
Santa Barbara will need those points in order to have 
a cushion if their top players slip up.

There’s no doubt UCSB has the talent to keep up 
with Cal Poly — they’ve proved that all year. On the 
road, with the regular season title on the line, they 
will need to display that talent — along with the 
poise and confidence they’ve had of late — in order 
to celebrate a title in SLO.

The Gauchos will take on Cal Poly at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday at the Mustang Courts.

Athlete Spotlight: 
Sophomore Pitcher 

Chris Lincoln

No joke this week, just want 
to say rest in peace to Erin 

Popovich, the wife of the San 
Antonio Spurs Head Coach, 

Gregg Popovich. Condolences to 
their family.

Armchair QB

The UCSB baseball team picked up its 
second road win of the season on Tuesday 
with an 8-5 victory over USC. It travels to 
UC Davis for a pivotal conference series 

match-up. Read more at dailynexus.com.

Baseball

Brandon Victor
Staff Writer

It’s a short week for the UCSB men’s volleyball 
team this time around, as the Gauchos are heading 
down to Long Beach State’s Walter Pyramid for the 
first inaugural Big West Tournament. 

The conference tournament is set to begin this 
Thursday when Santa Barbara goes up against 
CSUN for the first round of this conference post-
season event.

This first round of the tournament will feature a 
very familiar foe in CSUN. 

UCSB has lined up on the opposite side of the 
court twice already against the Matadors during 
the regular season. 

The result between the two matches ultimately 
resulted in a 1-1 split — a win for the Gauchos at 
home and a loss while on the road — but expecta-
tions for the Blue and Gold still remain high.

Upon the conclusion of the Big West’s first 
league season, the CSUN Matadors were able to 
vault over the Gauchos in terms of league stand-
ings. 

This occurred after they earned back-to-back 
wins against UC San Diego and as Santa Barbara 
allowed a 1-1 split versus UC Irvine. 

As a result, UCSB’s fifth seed spot puts them in 
second to last in the Big West, at a 4-6 conference 
record, whilst CSUN finished just above them with 
a flat .500 overall of 5-5 in league play.

In terms of national standings, UCSB is the No. 
12 program in the nation in the latest Men’s Vol-
leyball Division 1 poll. 

The Gauchos’ current overall record has them at 
11-12 on the year, a .478 when it comes to winning 
percentage. 

Their best ball has been played at home, 7-5, 
while on the road their record has been 4-7. Most 
recently, Santa Barbara is 1-3 in the month of April.

CSUN is also nationally ranked. As voted, they 
currently find themselves as a top 10 program at 
the No. 9 spot in Division 1 Men’s Volleyball. 

The Matadors stand at an overall record of 15-
10 on the season at a .600 win percentage. North-
ridge has so far excelled in its service aces, where 
they are second in the Big West with 139, only be-
hind No. 1 Long Beach State. 

When it comes to home and neutral play, they 
boast a comfortable 13-3 result. However, they 
tend to falter when away from home as they put up 
a lowly 2-7 while on the road. 

In the month of April, CSUN is split at 2-2 and 
is currently coming off a two-game winning streak.

Standout performers for the Gauchos remain 
sophomore opposite Keenan Sanders and junior 
outside hitter Corey Chavers. 

Between the two, they combine for a total of 
502 kills on the year, practically half of the team’s 
total kills for the season. Sophomore setter Ran-
dy DeWeese also continues to run the show as he 
holds 609 total assists throughout all play under 
his name.

As for CSUN, senior opposite Arvis Greene is 
the clear cut attacking leader as he totals 349 kills 
on offense on the year, almost 100 more kills than 
the runner-up on his team and good for the most 
in the Big West. 

He’ll be thanking junior setter Sam Porter, who 
has tallied a total of 678 assists overall, for his help.

Historically speaking, the odds are in the Gau-
chos’ favor as they hold the leading advantage over 
CSUN with a series record of 53-40. 

UCSB is also 4-1 in the last five matches against 
CSUN, the Matadors’ single victory over them this 
year, and their obvious overall improvement, being 
the outliers in this statistic.

It’s sure to be a close and exciting one this 
Thursday, April 19, as the Gauchos will be set to 
play versus the Matadors at approximately 7:30 
p.m.
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Joseph Guillin has the best singles mark on the 
team in dual match play, tallying an 18-2 record.

SIAVASH GHADIRI / DAILY NEXUS 
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Jorge Mercado
Sports Co-Editor

Sophomore right-handed pitcher Chris Lincoln has become one of the UCSB baseball 
team’s most reliable pitchers this year. This season, Lincoln has moved his talents from the 
bullpen to the starting rotation, as he has become the Saturday starter for the team. 

During his freshman season, the Moreno Valley native accumulated a 4.82 ERA with a 
1-3 record. This year, Lincoln has turned that around and is currently sporting a 1.96 ERA 
with a 2-1 record and a career high 35 strikeouts. And, as a starter, the sophomore has been 
even better, allowing just seven earned runs in five starts with two of those being wins.

Even before coming to UCSB, Lincoln was a highly touted recruit that was selected in the 
13th round of the MLB draft by the Toronto Blue Jays. Luckily for everyone involved with 
the UCSB baseball program, Lincoln chose Santa Barbara. 

We were also lucky enough to catch up with Lincoln before the Gauchos’ big series against 
UC Davis and had some fun; here are the best highlights from that interview.

Jorge Mercado: Where is your confidence level at this season and how has it been ad-
justing to the starting rotation?

Chris Lincoln: I have felt really good lately, I just stay grinding and try to keep every-
thing in front of me. This is still a learning experience for me, and I know I still have a lot to 
learn, but I just want to put my team in the best position to win and I think I have done a 
decent job so far. It’s been a lot of mental focusing this year and trying to attack hitters more 
this season, and it’s paid off.

JM: What was the most fun part of the recruiting process? 

CL: First off, the recruiting process was really hectic. It is easy to get overwhelmed with 
it, but the most fun part was getting calls from these coaches from all these different schools. 
That first call or first text from a new coach that says they are showing interest in you is really 
enjoyable because all your hard work is paying off even before you turn 18. I sometimes wish 
I could go back and live it all again because it was so enjoyable, but I know I made the best 
decision in coming to UC Santa Barbara and I would never change that for the world.

JM: What got you into baseball and why did you stick with it?

CL: I started playing when I was about four, and being athletic growing up, I played all 
sports like football, basketball and track, but there was something about baseball that I ex-
celled at better. I was good at other sports, but I was just that much better as baseball and I 
rode that all the way to college and hopefully I could keep playing for a long time.

JM: Is there a team you would love to play for at the next level?

CL: Honestly, growing up in Southern California, you see how much of a diehard fanbase 
the Dodgers have, and I would love to be a part of their organization. I would also love to play 
for the Yankees, and that would be a dream come true.

JM: If you could pick any other sport to play and be great at, what would it be?

CL: I would pick basketball because I am kind of a flashy guy for the most part, and when 
you’re playing baseball and you’re on the field you have to reel it in a bit because baseball is 
more of a conservative game. If I was really good at basketball, it would be a bit easier to let 
my personality go and show my flashy side.

JM: If you could create the perfect pitcher, who would you model him after?

CL: He would probably look just like Clayton Kershaw because I just can’t think of any-
thing wrong with him. I could break down a perfect pitcher, but honestly I would just end up 
breaking down Kershaw.

JM: Do you play Fortnite? How good are you?

CL: I just started getting into it, and I am much later than my friends because it didn’t 
look that enjoyable, but man, once you get into that first game, you just have to keep playing 
more and more, so I have been on it for a couple weeks now. I am so close to getting my first 
win and that makes it so much more agonizing because you keep getting top five, top three 
and then you make a simple mistake and lose. I will get there, though, and soon.

JM: Favorite thing about UCSB and its culture?

CL: I love the people. I mean the weather, the baseball team, all that is so great, but people 
and environment are so friendly and inviting. Everyone is so nice out here and they make it 
easy to fall in love with this place.

JM: Favorite Andrew Checketts moment?

CL: Checks does not really have a big personality, he is pretty straight forward and serious 
a lot of the time, but there is one drill we do where us as pitchers, we have to try to make plays 
off him, and he is trying to beat us with the ball, and that is when his personality really comes 
out. He has gotten some good laughs out of me.

JM: What legacy do you want to leave here at UCSB?

CL: I want people to remember me as a guy who was a model of what it looks like to be a 
pitcher. I want people to look back on me and tell the future generations of Gaucho pitchers 
that “that guy” is what it looks like to pitch here. I just want future pitchers to look back and 
say that’s the guy I want to be like.
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Final Set: Chase’s Newfound Passion Beyond the Court
Brandon Victor
Staff Writer

It was a perfect day for tennis at the annual Costa Mesa Intercollegiate 
Classic — sun shining, fans and family members cheering in the stands.

Less than 500 feet away — away from the noise and excitement — senior 
Chase Masciorini sat in the driver’s seat of his car, surrounded only by 
deafening silence and self-doubt.

“Was this the end?” he thought to himself, mind racing, heart pounding. 
After years of grueling practices, waking up early for stadium runs, prov-
ing his worth to the coaches, was he going to abandon his first love just 
like that?

After six months of failed treatments, sheer frustration and mediocre 
tennis, Masciorini had hit his breaking point.

As an underclassmen, Masciorini likely would have turned to worldly 
pleasures to ignore his disdain — partying, drinking, all the “typical college 
things” he was so well known for on the team.

But that was the old Masciorini — the one who struggled with fulfillment 
in his life, who struggled to live up to the immense pressure he placed on 
himself on the tennis court. Instead, still alone in his car, he closed his eyes 
and prayed, asking God for advice.

“I felt like, in that moment, God told me to keep going and persevere, 
which was hard to hear because it had been five months of struggling 
and quitting really looked the most appealing,” he said. “At that moment, 
I made a decision I wasn’t going to let the injury defeat me. I knew neither 
solution was ideal, but I trusted God that something good would come 
out of it.”

Long before that defining moment, before the injury that would plague 
him for so long, Masciorini was a sophomore struggling to get his chance 
on the court. He played only one singles match all season, losing on court 
six, and his partying habits were starting to catch up to him. Discontent, 
Masciorini knew he needed to change something… he just wasn’t sure 
what.

“I realized a lot of what I was doing wasn’t making me happy. The more 
I did it [party], the more empty I felt and the more stressful the other 
aspects of my life were,” he said. “I tried focusing on being a better person, 
but that didn’t change [my habits].”

Masciorini finally decided to give up all that dissatisfaction in exchange 
for “peace, joy, happiness.” He decided to turn to God, to become a more 
religious man. Along with gaining a new perspective on life, the decision 
enabled Masciorini to finally play freely on the court. No longer was he 
just playing for himself — he was playing for something greater.

“It took all the pressure off… I no longer felt like my failures defined me, 

so now I was just stoked to get to play tennis,” he said.
That change proved to be fruitful on the court. Without the added 

burden on himself, Masciorini developed into one of the team’s most con-
sistent contributors, developing a niche for himself at the number six spot. 
At that spot, he won 10 of his 15 matches on the season, helping the team 
to their third straight conference title.

Still, something just felt a little bit off.
At the advice of the trainers, Masciorini took a few weeks off from 

playing tennis after the season ended in hopes of letting his injury heal 
naturally. But when he came back, the hip just felt worse.

“The hip was way more tight when I came back, so I decided to take 
another three weeks off to do physical therapy,” he said. “I ended up not 
playing tennis for a month and a half after the injury.”

His frustration started to mount as the pain refused to go away, ulti-
mately culminating during that fateful December day. After God told him 
to persevere, Masciorini decided to get a CT scan on his injury. That scan 
revealed inflammation in his SI joint, a joint he had completely ignored in 
his rehabilitation efforts.

“It was frustrating because I knew with the right diagnosis in the first 
place I could have been back in fall,” Masciorini said.

Now, Masciorini was in a race against the clock. On Jan. 13, just before 
the team’s first regular season match, he resumed practicing — his first fully 
healthy practice in more than six months. He knew he wouldn’t be able to 
contribute on the court for the majority of the season, his last in a UCSB 
uniform. Instead, he made a decision: he would do everything he could to 
help the team, no matter how unorthodox.

“We have a policy here: team first,” he said. “I really buy into that con-
cept, so I decided if I can’t contribute in the way that I’m used to, then I’m 
going to do everything in my ability to help us win, whether it be cheering 
or helping the new guys and the coaches.”

At first, this proved to be an adjustment for Masciorini; he knew he 
wanted to help, but had a hard time swallowing his pride. All of last year, 
Masciorini had only focused on warming up for the match. Suddenly, he 
was thrust into setting up for the match, a role that freshmen typically 
perform.

But as Masciorini became more content with his situation, he began to 
truly embrace the various roles he would take on. Before the first game, 
Head Coach Marty Davis asked Masciorini if he would DJ and MC the 
home match, calling out scores and keeping the fans engaged.

“I remember being really nervous the first time I had to MC the game, 
speaking into the mic and hearing my own voice,” Masciorini said. “I just 
try to have fun with it. The guys love it and I realized this is a way I can 
contribute, helping the team come together.”

Now Masciorini’s booming voice is synonymous with a home match for 
the Gauchos, with his electronic interludes between points bringing a sort 
of energy that has inspired the team to an 11-0 home record.

Even when he’s not on the mic, Masciorini is making his presence, a 
sort of presence that exudes confidence and comfort, felt at matches. In 
the team’s March 3 home match against St Mary’s, Masciorini noticed one 
of the Gael’s players yelling at the top of his lungs throughout the doubles 
portion of the match, the sort of volume that would drive a grandparent 
crazy.

“Let’s gooooo Simon,” Masciorini yelled out in response, egging 
on teammate and senior captain Simon Freund. During that match, 
Masciorini made sure, no matter what, that his voice was heard.

“I wasn’t going to let this guy from the visiting team just be louder than 
me,” Masciorini said. “I also wanted to show the freshmen not just how to 
cheer, but also how to have fun with it.”

During UCSB’s March 14 match against Gonzaga, Masciorini’s constant 
clapping and support for his teammates irritated the Bulldogs so much that 
a game official had to come over to warn him about “taunting.” Yet after 
the game, the Gonzaga team came up to Masciorini to tell him how his 
cheering had thrown them off their game, helping to establish the home-
court advantage that UCSB is renowned for.

Through it all, Masciorini has kept the promise he told himself — the 
same statement that God told him — not to give up. When he first started 
practicing, he wasn’t sure he would either fully regain where he had been 
the season before.

“I had doubts. Was it really the injury, or did I just lose it?” he said. “It 
had been five to six months since I had played consistently… maybe I just 
lost my skill.”

As he kept working, however, he began to see glimpses of what had 
made him such a strong player in the past, even if only for moments. Slowly, 
those glimpses began to morph into full sets, and soon, full matches.

In a challenge match a few weeks ago, Masciorini found himself against 
a freshman on the team who had beaten him easily in the fall. After the 
initial match in fall, Masciorini found Davis’ clipboard, with notes that 
implied that he would never contribute to the team.

This match was different from the get-go. Determined to prove that 
he could compete — that, if given the opportunity, he would win at six — 
Masciorini came out firing, winning the match easily.

When Davis came by to check the score, Masciorini had five simple 
words for him: “Don’t count me out, coach.”

“That was a defining moment for me,” he said. “I proved that no matter 
what others thought, I was making the comeback I knew I could, that God 
knew I could.”

After a year of helping the team off the court, of sacrificing to help the 
team no matter how he could, Masciorini finally got his shot against UC 
Riverside.

It was just like the old days; Masciorini laced up, working on his fore-
hand, backhand, ensuring his serve was strong. Before he knew it, it was 
game time.

“In a lot of ways it felt like it was my first-ever match for UCSB all over 
again. I was really nervous but mostly excited to be back out there,” he said.

On the court, Masciorini demonstrated that he still had it, that he could 
still play at a high level. After helping his team win the doubles point, he 
dominated his singles opponent, winning in two sets, 6-1, 6-0.

“It felt like I didn’t miss a beat since my last match at six,” he said. “I 
played really well, and it felt good that all the hours of rehab payed off.”

As his time at Santa Barbara comes to a close, Masciorini remembers 
fondly one question he was asked before he came: What do you want to 
get out of college tennis?

When he responded by saying he wanted to leave a legacy, he meant a 
legacy of awards and records, a legacy of on-court production. While indi-
vidually that didn’t come to fruition, Masciorini ultimately accomplished 
his goal.

He has left a legacy of team success. If the Gauchos win the title, he will 
be only the second ever player in Santa Barbara history to be on a team 
that wins four consecutive conference titles. 

He has left a legacy of buying into the team concept, of putting the team 
first. 

And he has left a legacy of perseverance, a man of faith, a man who 
refused to give up despite the odds, a legacy that will serve to inspire the 
freshmen he mentored for years to come.

Masciorini knows that match may have been his last ever in a Gaucho 
uniform and knows he may not be called upon to play in the postseason. 
But as he has done all year, Masciorini won’t complain, won’t grumble, but 
will do whatever the team needs to be successful. And, if he is called upon, 
don’t count him out.

NEXUS FILE PHOTO
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Student Julia Feldman Wants to Make Her Mark
Daniel Carroll
Reporter

 

Sit t ing at Cajé with a pack of fr iends, 
accompanied by an open laptop, third-year 
Julia Feldman might seem like a typical college 
kid, and on some levels she is. She studies, has 
an internship and frequently worries about her 
future. But Feldman isn’t just concerned with 
f inding the perfect job in the right city like 
some of us might be. Through her pursuits 
of music, feminism and environmentalism, 
Feldman is trying to save the world.

At age 17, Feldman found herself at the UN 
Commission on the Status of Women in New 
York, representing a new generation of young 
women making a splash. Invited for raising 
thousands of dollars for the Malala Fund in 
her high school club, Girls Learn International, 
Feldman recalls feeling empowered by her 
company in New York. 

“To be around so many women from all 
over the world who would go to such great 
lengths for their rights and for the women of 
their countries, it was really beautiful,” she 
explained.

A singer-songwriter since the seventh grade, 
Feldman wanted to use this inspiration to 
compose a record of fering support for women 
and girls. Out of this desire came “Wolves,” a 
blistering, rocked-out anthem that encourages 
women not to withhold their ambitions because 
of anyone else. “It’s about how no matter what 
you do or what you say or wear, you are doing 
it for yourself… And there’s a whole squadron 
of women standing behind you,” said Feldman.

Performing the song with her band BNTLY, 
“Wolves” became a crucial piece in helping the 
group land a distribution deal with Bungalow 
and Universal. Now, with shows planned around 
established clubs across Los Angeles and f ive 

more singles coming out this year, BNTLY is 
quickly emerging as band that’s here to stay.

Yet, BNTLY and feminist activism only 
make up a portion of Feldman’s activities. In 
addition to writing and performing music, 
Feldman is a passionate environmental studies 
major at UCSB. She is currently an intern at the 
sustainability program on campus, leading the 
organization ef forts of the California Higher 
Education Sustainability Conference, which 
will host thousands of students from college 
campuses around the country later this year. 
Additionally, Feldman runs a blog discussing 
fashion and how it relates to sustainability 
and health. Although music is Feldman’s f irst 
priority, she is open to pursuing environmental 
activism as a backup career.

This work ethic and diversity of interests 
does not go unnoticed: “Julia is a mixture 
of warmth, love, generosity and compassion 
while also being one of the most determined, 
focused and hardworking people I know,” 
said housemate and third-year art major Pilar 
Herrera. “She is a glass-half-full kind of lady 
and isn’t easily discouraged.”

This view is echoed by her brother and 
BNTLY guitarist Adam Feldman. “She has 
always been able to multitask at a high level, 
and it’s no surprise that she is able to handle 
school, work, music and life, period. That’s just 
always been Julia,” he explained.

The children of a singing and accordion-
playing mother and a multi-talented musician 
of a father with ties to the industry, the Feldman 
children began their musical education in the 
Valley of Los Angeles from a young age. “[Our 
parents] decided that my brother and I would 
learn an instrument no matter what,” said Julia. 
“They started us with guitar, but then I found 
out I could sing, so I really took of f with that 
while Adam took of f with guitar.”

Natural ly, the two began writing songs 
together. When Adam was 13 and Julia 11, 
the two star ted sit t ing down together to 
collaborate. What started out as a way to kill 
time at home quickly progressed into a serious 
hobby within the f irst year. Years later they’ve 
ref ined their writing process, collaborating as 
the main songwriters for BNTLY.

“Our process is super organic. No frills, no 
nothing,” said Adam. “One of us has an idea, 
whether it be melodic or lyrical, and we just 
build the song from the ground up, lyrics and 
music at the same time so they f it perfectly.”  

Listening to BNTLY, this process can be 
easily traced. On “Wolves,” Julia’s soulful vocals 
weave around the same melody as Adam’s 
roaring, wah-wah guitar rif f. Adding tricky 
licks and vocal runs, Adam and Julia add a layer 
of complexity to the seemingly rudimentary 
foundation of the song.

The Feldman siblings also credit their musical 
prowess to their father’s teachings on various 
musical genres. “He would drive around and 
give us little music history lessons,” said Julia. 
“We would start out in the ’60s with classic 
rock, blues and funk.” Julia acknowledges that 
these early lessons helped her hone the style 
of her biggest inf luences, which include Chaka 
Khan, Stevie Wonder and Sly and the Family 
Stone. 

Adam also believes that the fact that Julia 
wasn’t just focused on vocally driven pop 
music is what makes her so fun to listen to and 
collaborate with. “She understands that she is a 
part of a larger entity, making for a much more 
cohesive sound over all,” Adam elaborated. 
“It is a type of musical maturity that some 
vocalists never get to in my opinion.”

Constantly exploring new ways to empower 
women and improve her abilities as a singer, 
Julia is looking to diversify her inf luences by 

looking at more female performers. Julia has 
taken a liking to neo-soul and praises the work 
of the female artists Kehlani, H.E.R., NAO and 
Lianne La Havas. Julia has even made a point 
of covering female artists in Isla Vista including 
a scathing rendition of Amy Winehouse’s 
“Valerie” with her old band Poster Child. 

While two of the band members of Poster 
Child have since graduated and moved to San 
Francisco and Los Angeles to begin professions 
in chemistry and accounting respectively, Julia 
fondly recalls the Isla Vista music scene. “One 
time spring quarter we played at my drummer 
Shane’s backyard on DP. We pushed two beer 
die tables up against the fence, and that was 
the stage,” said Julia. “We used to pack his 
backyard with people, and others from the 
street would come and listen. I talk to friends 
who go to college in other places, and they 
can’t do anything like that.”

It is likely, however, that Julia’s passion for 
music and her endeavors in environmental 
justice and gender equality might not be able 
to co-exist forever. “It is interesting hearing 
about how her busy-ness is split between two 
dif ferent identities, that of a student and that of 
an aspiring musician,” said Herrera. “For how 
much she is doing, and given that I see a lot of 
the behind-the-scenes-Julia, her work ethic and 
positive attitude are seriously so impressive.”

Despite constantly seeming to exhibit this 
positivity, even Julia feels the pressure of the 
future. “I’m so scared that I’m going to wake 
up when I’m 30 and have this job that I don’t 
care about and just be like, ‘Oh my god what 
happened?’”

For now, Julia has one primary goal, common 
through each of her interests: She wants to 
make a change. “I feel some of the heavy shit 
in the world,” she said. “I just want to have a 
purpose and leave a mark in a positive way.”

Alt-J and Børns Breeze Through Santa Barbara Bowl
Kristina Valencia
Reporter

Like many people out there, my f irst inter-
action with the music of alt-J was hearing 
“Breezeblocks” on my local alternative rock 
radio station back in 2012. Soon after that, “Left 
Hand Free” came out, and this trio proved they 
were more than mere one-hit wonders; they 
were an alt (no pun intended) force to be reck-
oned with. 

Since their emergence into the world of music 
six years ago, alt-J has grown from a small col-
lege band in Leeds to an internationally known 
indie sensation admired by many. They remind-

ed the people of Santa Barbara of this exact 
thing on Monday when they performed with 
special guest Børns at the SB Bowl for a night of 
fun, hipster bliss. 

Kicking things of f right at 7:20 p.m. on the 
dot, singer-songwriter Garrett Borns jumped 
out from backstage and began with the f irst 
song of the night, “God Save Our Young Blood.” 
Sporting an monochromatic all-blue outf it, it 
was clear parallels were being made between 
the title of his newest album Blue Madonna and 
his interest in fashion as well. The unique and 
sophisticated style of Børns has even caught 
the eye of Gucci creative director Alessandro 
Michele, who often supplies his wardrobe for 
major events like Coachella and music video 
shoots. 

As people made their way to their seats, 
Børns continued dancing across the stage and 
singing his soft pop-rock hits, each with more 
fervor than the last. It was during this time that 
die-hard fans of his made themselves apparent, 
as they begun to spring from their seats and 
caper in both the seated and general admission 
sections. Because of the time limit on his set, 
Børns sped his way through the f irst two-thirds 
of his set list by cutting out certain verses and 
choruses to reserve time for his other better-
known singles. 

Once he brought out the guitar for “10,000 
Emerald Pools” and begun strumming, every-
one around me seemed to raise their heads in 
recognition and f inally allowed themselves to 
join the surrounding excitement. Following this 
song were a couple others like “We Don’t Care,” 
“Sweet Dreams,” “Faded Heart” and f inally the 
song that put him on the map: “Electric Love.” 
It was during this song that he picked up the 
guitar once again and invited the audience to 
sing the beginning harmonies along with him. 

While the headliners of this show were alt-J, 
it was quite clear that this crowd would now be 
leaving the SB Bowl with a new appreciation 
for the music, style and stage presence of a very 
Mick-Jagger-esque Børns. 

Although it was obvious that an alt-J concert 
would attract all the local hipsters here in Santa 
Barbara, it was quite interesting to see the diver-
sity in the age of audience members. This further 
reinforces the likeability of alt-J, as they’re able 

to appeal to almost anyone — Glenn Howerton, 
better known as Dennis on “It’s Always Sunny 
in Philadelphia,” was even there showing his 
support and admiration for the band as a fellow 
civilian concertgoer. 

Beginning their lively set with “Deadcrush” 
of f their newest studio album Relaxer, alt-J pre-
sented their fans with a very visually stunning 
stage setup and light show. From left to right 
was Gus Unger-Hamilton on keyboard, Joe 
Newman on guitar and vocals and Thom Sonny 
Green on drums, with each member divided by 
an open-knit curtain of lights that synchronized 
with the band’s music. Additionally, behind 
them was a giant lit-up triangle that the band 
uses as a logo since it comes from the Greek let-
ter “delta” and represents change.

Everywhere, fans were either jumping out of 
their seats and belting out each word to each 
song or happily relaxing while they bobbed 
their heads along to the contagious melodies. 
New songs like “In Cold Blood” and “Pleader” 
seemed to capture and maintain the attention of 
the crowd; however, it was incomparable to the 
change in audience hype when alt-J performed 
fan favorites like “Fitzpleasure,” “Tesselate” and 
“Matilda.” It was during these songs in particu-

lar that sober and drunk fans alike were able to 
come together and truly express their love for 
the music as one coherent entity. 

In an ef fort to wrap things up, alt-J ended 
their set with “Left Hand Free,” which has been 
played almost everywhere since its release and 
has since been featured in major motion picture 
f ilms like “Captain America: Civil War.” This 
was the one that got each audience member up 
of f their feet as they were enticed to sing along 
to the band’s biggest hit. All too soon though, 
the stage went from f lickering purple and white 
lights to pure darkness, and everyone was left 
waiting in anticipation for an encore.

In the end, the boys of alt-J came back out 
to perform an additional three songs for their 
eager and beloved fans, and the show concluded 
with the song that made them famous to begin 
with: “Breezeblocks.” After a night of playing 
a medley of old and new songs, it was rather 
refreshing to see alt-J go back to their roots and 
give thanks to the many that have helped them 
achieve this level of success. If you happened 
to miss this spectacular show here at the Santa 
Barbara Bowl, both alt-J and Børns, will be play-
ing at Weekend 2 of Coachella — so go catch 
them if you can.
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Clayton Alexander
Staff Writer

Murphy’s Law states, “Anything that can 
go wrong, will go wrong.” 

We had a Fall and Winter Quarter filled 
with various dangers. With Spring Quarter 
now up and running, many students at UCSB 
wonder how this trend will continue, what 
natural disaster(s) are in store next for us all? 
In an effort to have students ready for any 
sort of scenario at the drop of a hat, we here 
at the Daily Nexus have listed all the most 
likely events that could go wrong this Spring 
Quarter. 

Tsunami
Very likely under the pretense that the 

school is next to the ocean. On a smaller 
note, the vegan portion of the student body 
has been very excited about all of these 100 
percent all-natural disasters this year. Also, it’s 
probably due to climate change.

Super Volcano
Many are concerned that the recent earth-

quake is connected to a series of subterranean 
chain-reactions possibly leading to a volca-
nic eruption at Yellowstone National Park. 
Despite the fact that it’s a fair distance away, 
we will no doubt experience some kind of, if 
not a physical, fallout from it. 

Tornado
A pretty basic one, cut and dry, so to speak. 

But, if my apartment does indeed get hit by 
a tornado and lifted off the ground, I’ll be 
severely disappointed if I don’t see a cackling 
woman on a bicycle outside my window, just 
saying.

Giant Sinkhole Completely Engulfing 
the Whole School

All of the gophers, moles and other under-
ground critters come out of hibernation 
beneath the school, creating a large under-
ground cavern large enough to engulf the 
whole school. A catastrophe that could only 
be described as “holy mole-y.” 

A Swarm of Locusts     
It happened in “The Prince of Egypt,” 

didn’t it?

Volcanic Eruption at Santa Ynez 
Mountains

I know what you’re thinking: “That’s not 
even a volcano,” or, “Shouldn’t people be more 
worried about Yellowstone?” But anyone that 
took AP Human Geography in high school 
can tell that this is clearly a diversion by the 
mountains to sneak attack us when we have 
our backs turned … Nice try, mountains.

The Plague. Just, The Plague.
Yup, that’s right. The Plague. How is it 

going to happen? I don’t know. “Isn’t there no 
chance in hell the plague would come here?” 
I’m sure that’s exactly what people that caught 
the plague told themselves in 1347, but who’s 
laughing now? Me. 

You’ve been warned. 

Clayton Alexander is a fourth-year com-
munication major that has come up with his 
own survival plans for each of these disasters, 
in addition to 30+ other scenarios not listed 
here.

Vianna Mabanag
Staff Writer

A great woman once said, 
“Always ask questions because 
there’s probably someone else 
in the room who wants that 
same question answered.” 

So with that preface, I’ ll be 
honest. I have no idea what 
Chancellor Yang actually 
does, and at this point in my 
college career, I’m too afraid 
to ask. 

To be fair, I must admit that 
this comes from my dumbass-
ness rather than his failure to 
do things that I notice. It’s not 
his fault. I bet he’s so great 
that he operates secretly, like 
those construction workers 
who build a whole McDonald’s 
restaurant overnight. Am I 
comparing Chancellor Yang 
to McDonald’s? Yes. I love 
McDonald’s. 

But I ’m pret ty sure 
Chancellor Yang does plenty 
of things – I just don’t know 
what specif ically because I 
am ignorant. (And yes, after 
I write this I will Wikipedia 
what it is that he actually 
does, but for now I am grateful 
to have at least exploited my 
ignorance for a shitty article).

For example, I know he does 
important things. Important 
things that require the title of 
Chancellor. According to my 
source (UCSB Meme Cuisine 

for Horny Teens), Yang chan-
cels but he also cancels. But 
what else? And more impor-
tantly, what does that even 
mean? 

I suppose the problem 
lies with the fact that I have 
unreliable sources and poor 
research skills and now just 
thinking about it I probably 
have a weak sense of knowl-
edge in general. But that’s 
beside the point. 

One time I saw Chancellor 
Yang walking by the lagoon 
and I became starstruck. I 
also blushed. But in hind-
sight, I now realize that I was 
starstruck for all the wrong 
reasons. I knew that he was 
an important f igure (a godly 
f igure, if we must jump to 
conclusions) – but was that all 
there was to him? 

Therefore, I refuse to 
believe that Henry – Henry 
T. Yang – is simply just a 
Chancellor. He is more than 
that. He is also a dad. A dad 
who thinks about and pro-
tects all of his children. All 
24,346 of them. 

So for that, I thank you, 
Chancellor Yang, or Dad for 
short. Keep doing what you’re 
doing. You’re doing great, 
sweaty. 

You might not know 
Vianna Mabanag but perhaps 
you might know her father, 
Henry — Henry T. Yang. 

I Don’t Know What 
Chancellor Yang 

Does Exactly and at 
This Point I’m Too 

Afraid to Ask 

Here Are Some Ways Mother Nature Could Fuck Us
COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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Tiffany Velazquez
On The Menu Editor

The clouds are f inally starting to clear and the sun is welcoming in the spring and summer seasons. While this 
weather calls for afternoon trips to the beach and acai bowls on the lawn, it also means you’ll be sweating through 
your top before you’ve even entered the second hour of your day. If you’re going to make it through the remaining 
seven weeks of this quarter, you’re going to need to consider something other than your usual ice cream cone after 
dinner at the dining commons.

Mint
Mint is known to have a naturally prolonged cooling ef fect. The sensation is familiar from chewing gum and hard 

candies. Adding a few mint leaves to your water or lemonade will prove refreshing.

Fruit
Fruits rich in water regulate your body temperature and keep you hydrated during those blistering hot days. These 

include cucumber and watermelon, to name a few. Coconut water is a popular choice, as the electrolytes in it replenish 
ions lost in sweat.

Citrus fruits such as lemons and oranges are particularly cooling and help to cleanse the body of toxins. Lemon water 
is a good alternative to plain water and is often of fered more frequently at restaurants, as the lemon helps to rehydrate 
the body by balancing pH levels. 

Hot and Spicy
Contrary to popular belief, hot foods should be an essential part of any summer diet. This doesn’t just refer to foods 

hot in temperature, but to those packed with spice. Countries with warm and tropical climates are known to turn to 
steaming hot drinks or spicy soups to cool down. Doing so allows for the body to be alerted to changes in internal 
temperature and cool itself down, albeit with a bit of sweat. (Does your mom forcing you to drink tea when you have 
a fever make sense now?)

Avoid Alcohol and Caffeine
Both cof fee and alcohol are diuretics, removing water from the body and increasing urine production. The two cause 

you to dehydrate much faster when consumed in large quantities. Needless to say, despite how appealing a cold drink 
of either may look during the summer, it is best to stay away from those during a heat wave.

Chill Out: A Guide to this Summer’s Coolest Foods

Reduce! Reuse! Reinvent the Way You Treat the Environment!

Winnie Lam
Asst. On The Menu Editor

Earth Day is just around the corner and it’s only fair that we do our 
part to give back to the Earth, especially because the very first Earth 
Day started in Santa Barbara in 1970 after massive oil spills in the Santa 
Barbara Channel. UCSB has great sustainability programs that help 
conserve our natural resources, but we can still do more. According the 
most recent statistics from the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the United Nations (FAO), 1.3 billion tons of food are wasted each year. 
In the United States alone, 20 pounds of food are wasted per person per 
month. This throw-away society has had a detrimental effect on the 
environment. So this year, let’s show a little love to the earth by cutting 
down on our food waste. Here’s what you can do in terms of planning, 
storing and cooking.

Planning:
1. Make a shopping list: Make a shopping list so you don’t get 

distracted at the market. This also helps you save money! 
Creating a list of ingredients you need helps you make sure 
you’re not buying duplicate things you already have in the 
fridge or coming home with things you don’t need altogether.

2. Plan your meals for the week: Planning your meals ahead of 
time gives you a better idea of how many groceries to purchase 
and keeping a go-to list of meals and ingredients makes it easier 
to shop.

3. Make sure you know how much you’re buying: Buying in bulk 
isn’t always a good thing. While it may save you money and a 
few trips to Costco, if you know you won’t finish all the food 
you buy, it’s going to go to waste.

4. Check yourself: Before you go out to eat, make sure you’re 
not leaving anything behind in your fridge. Eat your leftovers 

first because you’ll probably just end up throwing them away 
otherwise.

Storage: 
1. Freeze and preserve: If you do end up buying more than you 

need, freezing your fruits and vegetables can help them last 
longer. The thing is, you also need to be aware of what type 
of fruits you’re storing because different fruits can cause each 
other to go bad. Bananas are particularly notorious for causing 
the fruits around them to spoil.

2. Wait to wash: Before freezing your fruits, keep in mind that 
washing berries may cause molding, so waiting until you 
actually want to eat them to wash them is a better idea.

Cooking/Eating:
1. Use leftovers: You can use leftover meats and vegetables to 

make salads, wraps or stir-fry and homemade broth for making 
soup in the future. You can also use stale or leftover bread to 
make breadcrumbs and croutons!

2. Prepare and freeze: If you have busy schedule, meal prepping 
is a great option to help reduce food waste. Cook up a few 
meals that are easily microwavable, freeze them and eat them 
throughout the week.

3. Dining commons: If you have meal swipes, grabbing all the 
plates of food you feel like eating is tempting, but remember 
to only take what you need. We can all see how much food 
students waste when we bus our dishes. Also, consider 
donating your unused swipes to Swipe Out Hunger.

4. Restaurants: When you’re eating out, be aware of portion sizes 
and if you don’t end up finishing your food, box it up and take 
it home for another time.

Now that you have this list, try to implement these tips in your daily life 
to help the environment and enjoy some of these benefits of reducing 
food waste.

1. You save money: When you plan out your meals and only buy 
what you need, you save money because when you throw out 
your excess food, you’re throwing away your money.

2. It conserves energy: Taking steps to food waste reduction 
contributes to preventing the pollution that is involved with 
agriculture and the transportation of food.

3. It’s good for the economy: Food waste removal costs are 
constantly rising, and reducing food waste would lower these 
costs significantly.

So, this Earth Day, make sure to do your part.  

WINNIE LAM / DAILY NEXUS

NATALIA SPRITZER / DAILY NEXUS
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The Children Are Preparing for the Future

Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

As climate change continues to alter ecosystems, many organ-
isms have had to adapt in order to overcome f luctuations in their 
environment.

It is important to understand the mechanisms by which organisms 
can respond to a rapidly changing ocean. It is an important research 
priority in marine sciences, especially in light of recent predictions 
regarding the pace of ocean change in the coming decades. 

A new study by UC Santa Barbara marine biologists demonstrates 
that for purple female sea urchins of the species Strongylocentrotus 
purpuratus, exposure to stressful climate conditions such as low pH 
levels often makes for hardier, larger offspring. 

“We’ve known that these things go on in f ish and other species, 
but we’ve never studied this in the context of climate change in 
the marine ecology of kelp forests,” co-author Gretchen Hofmann, 
chair of UCSB’s department of ecology, evolution and marine biol-
ogy, said. “This project looked for evidence of rapid adaptation in 
organisms in response to a changing ocean, and we found it.”

The mechanism observed was a transgenerational effect also 
known as transgenerational plasticity (TGP), in which the experi-
ence of the parental generation can shape the phenotype of their 
offspring. 

In the study, adult purple sea urchins were exposed to regionally 
and ecologically relevant carbon dioxide levels and temperatures 
representative of upwelling — colder temperature and high carbon 
dioxide — and non-upwelling — average temperature and low car-
bon dioxide conditions typical of coastal upwelling regions in the 
California Current System. 

The researchers took urchins from the Santa Barbara Channel 
and brought them into the lab. The animals were held for about four 
months while the females made ripe eggs, a process called gameto-
genesis. When they spawned and were fertilized, the investigators 
tested the embryos.

Their results indicate that the different living conditions of the 
adults had an effect on the gene expression patterns of the offspring 
during the gastrula stage of early development. 

For example, maternal conditioning under upwelling conditions 
intensif ied the transcriptomic (aka every gene in the embryo) 
response of the offspring when they were raised under high versus 
low carbon dioxide conditions. Additionally, mothers that experi-
enced upwelling conditions produced larger offspring.

“It was more dramatic than we expected. It’s almost like the 
female could sense that her progeny were about to be released 
into some challenging conditions for early-stage development,” 
Hofmann said. “In response, she primed her offspring and gave 
them tools to face stressful conditions. It’s like she packed them a 
backpack of tools, including extra lipids.”

Their results produced a snapshot of how offspring responded 
physiologically.

“The two groups were radically different,” lead author Juliet 
Wong, a graduate student in the Hofmann Lab, said. “Urchin larvae 
from females exposed to low pH conditions had more genes turned 
on and were better prepared to handle stress. We were pretty sur-
prised to see that.”

One of the mechanisms driving alterations in gene expression 
is epigenetic change, where the female is able to change her off-
spring’s genome to cause certain genes to be expressed differently.

“This work shows that a rapid adaptation response is likely pos-
sible in many organisms,” Hofmann said. “We just haven’t looked 
at these transgenerational or maternal effects in a climate change 
context before. Because purple sea urchin females can condition 
their progeny to experience future stress, the urchins have tools at 
hand to respond to changes like ocean acidif ication.”

While most studies exploring TGP in marine organisms have 
examined transgenerational effects at the physiological level, very 
few have explored the molecular basis of these effects.

This study explored how TGP impacts gene expression in 
organisms like sea urchins and examined molecular‐level transgen-
erational effects in marine organisms during their early stages of 
development.

The researchers examined the role of TGP in the response of 
urchin embryos to a dynamic environmental factor (carbon diox-
ide) and found that parental experience greatly altered progeny 
gene expression patterns. When the offspring of mothers that 
experienced upwelling conditions were raised under two different 
carbon dioxide levels at a common temperature, they exhibited 
expression patterns that might be indicative of the combined car-
bon dioxide and temperature conditions the parental generation 
experienced, including a decrease in epigenetic and metabolic 
processes. 

This expression pattern persisted regardless of which carbon 
dioxide condition the progeny was raised under. Adult condition-
ing impacted how the progeny responded to high carbon dioxide 
levels, affecting ATP production, possibly for use in ion transport 
and ion homeostasis. These results might be indicative of mothers 
effectively priming their offspring to respond to similar conditions 
that they themselves experienced during gametogenesis. 

This study highlights the importance of transgenerational effects 
in the response of S. purpuratus to abiotic stress and provides 
support that in nature, TGP may be an important mechanism by 
which this species copes with rapid changes in the environment. 

A better understanding of these processes could make predic-
tions regarding how S. purpuratus populations will react under 
future ocean conditions.

“For now, we know that female urchins are able to prepare their 
offspring to experience harsher conditions, more so than we ever 
thought, so our results are somewhat hopeful,” Hofmann said.

It was more dramatic than 
we expected. It’s almost like 
the female could sense that 

her progeny were about 
to be released into some 

challenging conditions for 
early stage development. 

“

GRETCHEN HOFMANN

Experimental design showing crosses of nonupwelling-conditioned and upwelling-conditioned females with a single nonupwelling-conditioned male. The embryos from each cross were placed into high or low culturing vessels. 
Courtesy of Molecular Ecology



Thursday, April 19, 2018 Daily Nexus`12 Opinion

OPINION
The NewCen is More Harm than Good

Allen Stephan
A.S. Controller

Gauchos,
As the A.S. Controller, I have the duty to serve as a fiscal 

authority within A.S. to ensure the fair, safe and most efficient 
use of all student fees employed throughout the association. 
I therefore cannot stay silent when it comes to the UCen 
Renovation Project spearheaded by the A.S. President Hieu 
Le. It is marketed as a beneficial addition to our community, 
when in fact it is one of the most harmful and most unethical 
projects I’ve seen the A.S. conjure.

It is harmful and unethical for (sadly) more than one 
reason.

One: Hieu was elected on campaign promises of lowering 
student fees. Yet, from day one in office, that was never his 
intention. From Week 1 of Fall Quarter, he made it known 
to me that he wanted to increase student fees with a UCen 
renovation project. Your elected official lied to you to get 
elected, then introduced a ballot that would increase your 
student fees by $100 for more than 30 years, until 2052. 
Think about it. Say you have children in the next 10 years 
and they grow up to go to UCSB; they will still be paying 
that $100 fee per quarter for the whole duration of the time 
they spend at UCSB. Unethical.

Two: Hieu was elected on campaign promises of fighting 
UC tuition hikes. But once in a position of power himself, 
he immediately advocated for raising student fees by an 
exorbitant $100 a quarter for more than 30 years with a 
project that will cost the student body upwards of $190 
million! Not only is this unethical, it is downright hypocritical.

Three: It seems to an independent observer that the 
methods used to garner enough signatures for the petition 
were aimed at misleading the student body about the true 
nature of the UCen renovation project. The total cost of the 
project was hidden from students. Instead, only a mention 
of the amount of money that will be redistributed back as 
financial aid ($40 million) was mentioned, as if implying that 
signing the petition will amount to $40 million of free money! 
But how about the $190 million of debt the students will 
have to pay for more than 30 years? How about the fact that 
student fees increase by $100 for over 30 years? How about 
the rumour that elected officials solicited drunk students in 
I.V. to get them to sign the petition, who in their drunken 
state were unaware of what the petition entailed? If true, that  
is completely unacceptable behavior.

There’s a saying by the great and honorable Nassim 
Taleb which goes like this: “If you see fraud, and don’t 
shout ‘fraud,’ you are fraud.” Today, I shout “fraud.” I shout 

to the student body, don’t let yourself be defrauded $190 
million by your elected officials just so that they can add the 
bullet point, “Successfully lobbied for a $190 million project 
despite campaigning for the opposite in elections” under the 
lobbying section of their resumes. Hold your elected officials 
accountable for all the lies they told you. Vote “No” on 
G.O.L.D. to this project. And shout about this to all students 
who will listen!

Allen Stephan wants to point out the negative 
reprecussions of the “NewCen” renovation.

I Hate Your “Pussy Grabs Back” Shirts
Katherine Chen
Opinion Writer

“Pussy grabs back.” I see it on pink cropped tees, 
I hear it chanted like a new feminist mantra, I feel it 
choking the air around me when groups of cisgender 
heterosexual white women speak on my behalf. 

You do not need a vagina to be a woman. As 
women, gender gives us only the façade of solidarity, 
but a simple inspection of the current white-feminist 
agenda reveals the tiers of womanhood. Many self-
proclaimed feminists have yet to normalize intersec-
tional feminism, yet to fully recognize the spectrum 
of privilege and oppression that lies within the inter-
section of race, gender, and sexuality. It is natural for 
the fight for equality to be a self-preserving one, but 
it is dishonest to claim victory for all when the fruits 
of our labor are only harvested by a privileged few. 

I grew up and went to school in Berkeley,  fund-
raising, protesting and organizing for a variety of 
social justice movements, surrounded by a wide 
spectrum of “wokeness,” or how aware someone is 
of the injustices in our society and its history. See-
ing “pussy grabs back” shirts is a bitter reminder of 
the gaping abyss in our discourse. I see performative 
wokeness and trans-exclusionary radical feminism 
as the most prominent example of hypocrisy in the 
modern feminist movement. A failure to recognize 
and respect a spectrum of gender identities will en-
sure that in the fight for gender equality, power will 
ultimately stay within the assigned-gender binary.

At a Black Lives Matter march in Berkeley, I saw 
signs that read, “Black Trans Lives Matter.” 

At the L.A. Women’s March, I saw: “If Hillary was 
President, We Would All be at Brunch Right Now.” 

White feminists will cease to march when they 
achieve their own goals. The pure ignorance in 
white performative feminism of the marginalized 
voices in the Women’s March is what continues to 
put black trans lives in danger. Surface-level activ-
ism, like what I call the “brunch sign,” embodies the 
idea that we should only care about our own per-
sonal levels of oppression and exploitation from the 
system. The brunch sign shows me the hierarchy of 
what it means to be a woman from the perspective 
of a cishet white women. 

It’s not often that the powerful elites, influential 
feminists with platforms, advocate for the most dis-
advantaged peoples. In an effort to perhaps relate 
the most to Americans and most people who want 
gender equality, the message is vague and broad and 
we forget the important details: that #BlackLives-
Matter was founded by three black women (Alicia 
Garza, Patrisse Cullors, Opal Tometi), that the LG-
BTQ+ rights movement began with two trans wom-

en of color at Stonewall, that our social movements 
have been carried on the backs of the least privi-
leged groups within not only society but within their 
own communities as well, yet we fail them again and 
again.

Black trans lives would be in danger whether or 
not Hillary Clinton had won the presidential elec-
tion. According to Mic, In 2015, if all Americans had 
the same risk of murder as young black trans women 
there would have been 120,087 murders instead of 

15,696 murders. But gender violence occurs not just 
in the physical death toll: it’s deep rooted in our dis-
course. Currently, I’m taking a Film and Media Stud-
ies Class with Professor Mona Damluji here at UC 
Santa Barbara. In the class, we study cinematic cit-
ies, and last week’s film was “Tangerine,” an award-
winning film starring two black trans sex workers, 
Kitana Kiki Rodriguez and Mya Taylor, who played 
black trans sex workers. 

The story is sweet, tender, funny and intimate, 
and it was shot all on an iPhone camera, which gave 
it an unparalleled candor. It was the first time I had 
seen a movie about trans women, played by trans 
women (I’m looking at you, Jared Leto), and I was 
deeply moved. 

Men in my class did not feel the same way about 
the film. 

One said that his Catholic faith kept him from ac-
cepting “prostitution” as “real work,” and although 
he “tried to keep an open mind,” he couldn’t com-
prehend “why anyone would ever want to live like 
that.” 

Another said it wasn’t “real sex work,” that the 
women were “dirty drug addicts prostituting to 
support their meth addictions,” that he personally 
lived in L.A. and the “many transgenders” he knew 
“would be ashamed and disgusted by this depiction 
of transgendered people.” 

The women of color, myself included, shared 
knowing looks as the two cishet white men went on 
to tell us what it really meant to be queer, what it 
was like to work as a sex worker, what it meant to be 
trans, what it meant to be a woman, what it meant 
to be a drug addict, what it meant to live in poverty. 

The room felt raw and unsafe. 
The activism I see is often limited to social media: 

the outward appearance of empathy and solidarity. 
Through carefully curated posts, cute slogans and 
$20 shirts from H&M that say FEMINIST across 
the chest, we can finally declare to the world that we 
care, with minimal effort. 

Most of us have chosen to buy into the trend of 
activism and “wokeness,” opting to turn the cheek to 
the grittier realities of supporting the voiceless. It is 
trendy to care, to post your protest pictures, fun to 
participate via stickers on your laptop or sending re-
action gifs of Hillary Clinton to your group chat. We 
now consume feminism and wokeness, especially on 
college campuses, the same way people consume the 
Lululemon logo: meaningless, self-gratifying, empty 
worship of a brand. 

Because being “woke” is the norm on campuses, 
we have also popularized this surface-level woke-
ness for the average high school and college student. 
If it’s truly the young people who will lead the fu-
ture, is this the way we affect change? The Women’s 
March will soon give me the same heavy feeling that 
the San Francisco Gay Pride parade gives me every 
summer. 

It’s often difficult for those of us in privileged po-
sitions to empathize with less privileged people or 
lifestyles. The power struggle in the gender binary 
between women and the patriarchy has been a long, 
conscious fight. The rampant transphobia in trans-
exclusionary radical feminism is the power struggle 
within our own gender: until we normalize the idea 
that trans women are women, that trans women’s 
lives matter, the fight for “gender equality” has little 
integrity. 

A Black Lives Matter banner at the North Caro-
lina Gay Pride parade in 2015 read, “No pride for 
some of us without liberation for all of us.” 

Katherine Chen wants people to realize that fem-
inism is more nuanced and complicated than cel-
ebrating the bond of sisterhood.

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

It’s often difficult for 
those of us in privileged 
positions to empathize 

with less privileged 
people or lifestyles.
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ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

Don’t forget to religiously browse 
Free & For Sale this week. A cheap 
new outfit is in your future and 
it almost fits right this time!

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

You’ll probably end up chasing 
around an ice cream truck at least 
once this week. Go with a Choco-Taco.

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Crime and punishment. 
Punishment and crime. IN THE HALL.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

You have a sneaking suspicion that you’re 
being followed by the raccoons of Isla Vista. 

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

There is going to be a huge argument 
in your house about how to decorate 
your blank living room wall. You want to 
hang that poster you got in Europe but 
your roommates are just not down for it.

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

You know it’s technically considered to be 
“Goleta” but you just can’t help labeling your 
mailing address with “Isla Vista” instead.

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

You’ve been trying to get “Serb” 
to catch on as slang for the Student 
Resource Building. It’s not catching on.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

Turn that frown upside down! 
Your mom is about to send you 
some adorable photos of your dog 
to carry you through all the stress.

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

You will realize you forgot to submit that 
assignment on Gauchospace as you are 
shotgunning a beer this Friday. Drink some 
coconut water and get your life back on track.

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

Study hard for your upcoming 
midterm and you will be rewarded with 
the best weekend of the year thus far.

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18
Treat yourself to a box of your favorite 

sugar cereal from childhood. You deserve it.

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20
It’s time to hit up the group text 

from your freshman year dorm 
squad. A reunion is in your future. 

CHRISTINE KIM / DAILY NEXUS

MELANIE VOSKANIAN / DAILY NEXUS


	NEX19A001
	NEX19A002
	NEX19A003
	NEX19A004-r
	NEX19A005
	NEX19A006
	NEX19A007
	NEX19A008
	NEX19A009
	NEX19A010
	NEX19A011
	NEX19A012

