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A Year of 
Tumult, 
Uncertainty 
and Courage 
Comes to 
an End

The Nexus takes its readers through some key 
turning points of 2017 in a series of photos that 
show how students experienced the year. From 

the student protest surrounding President Donald 
Trump’s inauguration on Jan. 20 to this past 
Monday’s blackout, when Isla Vista residents 

burned couches on Del Playa Drive, this year has 
been unrelenting. Looking toward the future, 

uncertainty looms: Will Trump be impeached? What 
will be the lasting effects of the California fires? How 

will students navigate rising tuition costs? 
Only time will tell.
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ACROSS
1 Defense lawyers’

adversaries, for
short

5 Otherwise
10 Smidgen
14 Certain
15 Motored
16 Agitate
17 Member of

Hook’s band
18 Ear-related
19 Time-half link
20 Shooter of soft

confections
23 Gp. that issues

canine pedigrees
24 Blue wearer,

usually
25 In reserve
26 Satchel __, aptly

named dog in the
comic “Get Fuzzy”

28 Make fun of
31 Beatty of

“Deliverance”
32 Formal coif,

perhaps
33 More sleazy
36 Minor motoring

mishaps
40 Exercise

popularized by
Jim Fixx

41 Tennis do-overs
43 JFK alternative in

NYC
46 Certain stove filler
47 In a convincing

way
48 Palmer with an

army
50 Show about

Capote
52 Avenues of

access
53 Strains credulity
58 Rock’s partner
59 “... never see __

lovely as ...”:
Kilmer

60 Build a tree
house

62 Chevy
subcompact

63 __ firma
64 Mötley __
65 Greenhorn
66 Overwhelm, or a

relative of the first
syllable of 20-,
36-, or 53-Across

67 Overdone
publicity

DOWN
1 Obstinate beast
2 Dolt
3 Alaska’s 907,

e.g.
4 Clairvoyant
5 Where Moscow

is
6 Dowdy dresser
7 Author Ephron
8 Racetrack
9 Tattle

10 Sketched
11 Welcome, as a

new year
12 Moniker for

Mussolini
13 Hit with a pitch, in

a way
21 Academic inst.
22 Seeped
23 Kwik-E-Mart

proprietor on
“The Simpsons”

27 “And” or “or,”
e.g.: Abbr.

28 Overly
enthusiastic

29 “I’m all for that!”
30 Pizazz

33 Bell-shaped lily
34 Therefore
35 Depend (on)
37 Fastening pin
38 Oil plant
39 Gets to one’s

feet
42 Jun. grads
43 Maze runner
44 Old-style 

“Cool!”
45 Rod-and-reel

wielder

47 Mooch, as a
smoke

49 Domed home
50 Heat unit
51 Plot anew
54 Welcome sign

for a hungry
traveler

55 Eject, as lava
56 When tripled, a

1970 war film
57 Waistline unit
61 Golf bag item

By Donna S. Levin
(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 02/29/12
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Wednesday, February 29, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO MONDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman has decided to once again 

pick up the lost art of apparition, as hir car cannot 
withstand the heat of driving through literal 
fucking fire.

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Ze will likely give up this 
pursuit in favor of mastering “Through the Fire and 
Flames” on Guitar Hero.

CLASSIFIEDS
Miscellaneous
Short-Term Business Loan
Prominent Santa Barbaran, 
UCSB graduate, seeks 
short-term business loan of 
$5,000 to $15,000 at 25% 

return.  Dec 1, 2017 to Feb 
28, 2018.  Secured by real 
property.  
Call (805) 682-9815
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Freebies and Activities 
This Week in Isla Vista

Hayley Tice
Asst. Data Editor 

UC Santa Barbara seniors will donate their 
senior gift to the Sexual Assault Survivor Fund, 
which will be handled by UCSB’s Campus 
Advocacy, Resources & Education Center 
(C.A.R.E.).

The donor-support fund, organized by the 
UCSB First Committee, helps survivors of sexual 
assault by providing funds to cover unexpected 
“f inancial burdens,” according to the organiza-
tion’s newsletter. 

These include costs related to “immediate 
safety, health, or medical needs, and certain court 
f iling fees for things like restraining orders.”

The fund is comprised of donations from the 
UCSB community and alumni.

Deepika Chandrashekar, director of public 
relations for UCSB First and second-year com-
munication major, said 658 people voted this year. 
The turnout doubled from last year.

Chandrashekar said alumni pledged over 
$30,000 for last year’s senior class gift and UCSB 
First hopes to receive pledges from at least 10 
percent of the graduating class. She said fund-
raising for the senior class gift will begin after 
graduation.

“UCSB First is so excited for the selection of 
CARE’s Sexual Assault Survivor Fund as the 
Class of 2018’s senior class gift,” Chandrashekar 
said in an email. “Like all of the other choices for 

the senior class gift, it is such a valuable campus 
resource.”

C.A.R.E Director Briana Conway said she and 
her staff were excited that the senior class chose 
C.A.R.E.

“It was a very uplifting moment for my staff 
and I when we received the notice and I read 
it out loud as we all congregated in my off ice 
together,” she said in an email.

UCSB First held two voting parties for seniors 
to cast their votes on their f it. The f irst was on 
Oct. 19 in the Student Resource Building and the 
Arbor between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. The second 
was on Oct. 25 and was held in the same loca-
tions. Free snacks were offered at both. 

Students who could not make it to either of 
the voting parties had the option to vote online, 
according to the committee’s Facebook page. 

Seniors were given the option of gifting the 
fund to The Green Initiative Fund (TGIF), the 
Associated Students (A.S.) Academic Resource 
Fund or the Sexual Assault Survivor Fund. A.S. 
President Hieu Le chose the three potential funds.

If TGIF had been chosen, the money would have 
gone to the Edible Campus Initiative, which aims 
to reduce food insecurity on campus by growing 
food and donating it to the A.S. Food Bank.  

The A.S. Academic Resource Fund, if picked, 
would have assisted students with textbook costs 
and additional study materials. Recipients would 
have been selected through an application pro-
cess.

UCSB Seniors Donate to 
Sexual Assault Survivor Fund 

Fundraising for this year’s senior class gift will begin after graduation. The fund will be handled by UCSB C.A.R.E.
NEXUS FILE PHOTO

Aaron Jones To Become 
New Director of EOP

Sanya Kamidi
Copy Editor    

In the 28 years since Aaron Jones f irst attended 
UC Santa Barbara, he has noticed that the more 
things change, the more they seem to stay the same. 

Jones, the current Associated Students (A.S.) 
assistant director for community affairs, student 
engagement and advocacy, announced on Nov. 29 
he will be resigning from his position at A.S. to 
begin working as the director of the Educational 
Opportunity Program (EOP) starting Jan. 3. 

Jones attended UCSB as an undergraduate stu-
dent studying black studies and political science in 
1989. His decision to attend the school was largely 
inf luenced by two individuals that he met while vis-
iting the campus: Kristine Griff in, then-staff mem-
ber of the now-renamed Off ice of Relations with 
Schools, and Hymon Johnson, then-EOP director. 

Jones served in A.S. from 1991 to 1994 as a 
legislative council (previously the name of the 
A.S. Senate) member, external vice-president for 
statewide affairs and as A.S. president while he was 
an undergraduate student. He explained that he 
appreciates the organization because it is so “inten-
tionally crafted and structured” to serve both UCSB 

students and the Isla Vista community. 
Jones now works in all f ields of the university. 

He attends the school as a graduate student and is 
co-advisor for the A.S. Elections Board and the I.V. 
Tenants Union (IVTU).

IVTU responds to emergency events and works 
to create policies that prepare for the future. Jones 
was amazed by the speed with which the team he 
advises at IVTU was able to set up protocols for the 
mass evictions that occurred after the cliff erosions 
in January. 

“They’ve literally created an emergency response 
program out of nothing because when the f irst cliff 
erosion happened, it became very clear very quickly 
that there was no protocol. So, what do we do? We 
create one,” Jones said. 

As co-advisor of the A.S. Elections Board, Jones 
says it is important to be an active citizen and 
expressed his pride in the university’s political par-
ticipation. 

“That culture of participating in being civically 
engaged and participating in the electoral process 
in and of itself is a truly fantastic thing, and it’s 
really something that UC Santa Barbara should be 
proud of,” he said. 

UCSB has had high voter turnout rates in both 
campus and general elections.

As a graduate student, Jones is researching the 
history and legacy of student activism to effect 
social change, including UCSB’s own history in 
activism. 

“I think that there’s this practice of looking back 
upon the past with rose-colored glasses as though, 
‘Oh, they really had it together,’ or, ‘They did this, 
and they did that,’ as though somehow, we are, in 
the present, disconnected from them in the past,” 
Jones said. 

He argues that instead, students today are 
just as effective in creating change as those from 
decades ago. Students back then are exactly 
where students today are now “in terms of where 
you are in your life, in terms of age, in terms of 
self-exploration and discovery, in terms of being 
engaged,” Jones said.

Jones pulled from Stokely Carmichael, a promi-
nent f igure in the civil rights movement of the 
1960s, to share the idea that one person does not 
make a movement. Instead, it’s the people that sur-
round charismatic f igures like George Washington 

Aaron Jones, who currently works at Associated Students as assistant director for community affairs, student 
engagement and advocacy, views his move to the Educational Opportunity Program as a “second homecoming.”
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Staff Report

LET’S JAM
The Associated Students (A.S.) Pardall Center will be hosting a two-week-long study jam from Week 10 up until 
finals week. Beginning on Thursday, Dec. 7 at 8 a.m., the center will be open for 24 hours a day. The center 
will provide free scantrons, healthy snacks and coffee, power outlets, Wi-Fi, printing, comfortable seats, “great” 
lighting and “chill” vibes.

SWAPAHOLICS 
The I.V. Trading Post will be hosting a clothing swap at Anisq’Oyo Park this Friday, Dec. 8, from 12 to 4 p.m. 
The group says it wants to provide an alternative to fast-fashion choices and promote sustainable fashion choices 
while discussing the effect of negative habits on the environment. Clothes that are not swapped will be donated.

#SELF-CARE
The I.V. Community Services District will be hosting a mental health informational workshop in collaboration 
with the Counseling and Psychological Services (C.A.P.S.) Mental Health Peers this Friday, Dec. 8, from 7 to 8 
p.m. The Mental Health Peers will be teaching students and residents how to take care of their mental health 
during study week, finals week and other stressful times.

PRE-TEA COOL
The I.V. Food Cooperative will host a tea and art therapy day at their building at 6575 Seville Road this Sunday 
from 2 to 6 p.m. to help I.V. residents practice self-care. The co-op will provide free arts and crafts supplies and 
healthy snacks on its patio from 2 to 4:30 p.m. and a tea tasting from 3 to 6 p.m. including tea room chocolate.

MEATLESS SUNDAY
A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 12, at Little Acorn Park 
(next to Bagel Cafe). Food Not Bombs is a large organization that spans the country and is a form of “franchise 
activism.” They believe corporate and government priorities are skewed and allow hunger despite the abun-
dance of food and food waste. Those interested in cooking for Sunday can email organizers at foodnotbombsislav-
ista@gmail.com or look for more information on the Food Not Bombs – Isla Vista Facebook page. The dinner is 
regularly held every Sunday.

SPEAK UP
The I.V. Community Services District (CSD) will have a meeting of its board of directors in the Community 
Room of the I.V. Neighborhood Clinic building at 970 Embarcadero Del Mar behind Naan Stop this Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, starting at 6 p.m. The CSD is always looking for I.V. residents’ input over how to best represent and 
help our diverse community. Stop by and give your elected representatives your opinion on how they can better 
serve you.

NEW DOG LEASH LAWS
The I.V. Recreation & Park District (IVRPD) will be discussing new, stricter dog leash laws at their next board 
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 14. The IVRPD board is looking for the public’s opinion and input on the new laws, 
as well as any recommendations for parks-related improvements. Stop by the IVRPD’s office next to the I.V. 
Food Cooperative next Thursday to share your thoughts on how to make I.V. a safer place for dogs and humans.

He just makes everyone 
more comfortable … 

Knowing that Aaron is 
there, to ask questions, if 
you need someone to talk 

to or just need some sort of 
advice, it’s just nice.

“

ELIZABETH MENDEZ
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HOLLISTER VILLAGE PLAZA - 7060 Hollister Ave. Goleta, CA 93117 (805) 770-7004

Fresh, Natural, and Organic Ingredients you can

  @SharkysSocial  #SharkysShareWWW.SHARKYS.COM

TAKE A BREAK!
Treat yourself to something craveable 

BUY ONE 
GET ONE
FREE

BOGO offer valid through 12/24/17 at Sharky’s 
Goleta location only. Tax not included. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other offers, reward dollars, 
gift card purchases or online orders. Alcohol 
excluded. Limit one free item per card per person. 
No cash value. Coupon may not be transferred, 
sold or duplicated in any way. ©2017 Sharky’s 
Woodfired Mexican Grill. 

MUST PRESENT THIS AD TO REDEEM OFFER

Net Neutrality Repeal Would 
Have Little Impact on UCSB

Evelyn Spence
Assistant News Editor

Internet access at UC Santa Barbara will not change 
if the Federal Communications Commission repeals 
network neutrality, a regulation that ensures all websites 
receive equal service. 

Network neutrality regulations passed into law in 
2015. Currently, internet service providers like Verizon 
and AT&T can’t charge websites to deliver content faster 
than other websites.

The FCC now plans to vote on a repeal of network 
neutrality on Dec. 14, which would allow internet service 
providers to potentially serve users with extra charges 
and block, slow or speed up access to specific websites.

Dylan Bolf, UC Santa Barbara Residential Computer 
Network (ResNet) technician, said that because UCSB 
purchases its bandwidth in bulk from a Tier 1 network, it 
was treated “neutrally” before the 2015 regulations were 
in place. 

A Tier 1 network is the overarching “backbone” of 
the internet, according to Bolf. By purchasing from a 
Tier 1 network, the university acts as a service provider 
for students.

Regular consumers buy internet from Tier 3, which 
includes internet service providers like Verizon, AT&T 
and Cox, and would be subject to the new rules. 

Jay Freeman, a software engineer and board member 
of the Isla Vista Community Services District, explained 
that service providers like Comcast may want to repeal 

net neutrality to reduce risk and manage costs. 
Because customers demand unlimited internet plans 

to handle all their needs, Freeman said service compa-
nies must anticipate internet usage and predict how it 
might spike or fluctuate in the future. 

“They have essentially forced internet service pro-
viders in this horrible position of being insurance com-
panies,” he said. 

“Their response to this is ‘we want the ability to 
charge somebody for the increase in bandwidth use by 
Netflix, whether it be Netflix or whether it be the user 
watching Netflix’… That is an argument that I can 
appreciate,” Freeman said. 

“It is still an argument that I find scary because I’ve 
seen absolute power corrupt absolutely,” he said.

If the repeal goes through, the FCC would essen-
tially restore “the internet to the state that it was two 
years ago,” Freeman said.

Before Obama-era rules were implemented, residen-
tial users were the target of “extra charges and other net 
neutrality violating ideas,” Bolf said. 

For example, AT&T blocked Apple’s FaceTime app 
from its data plan in 2012. If customers wanted to use 
the FaceTime app outside of Wi-Fi, they had to pay 
extra for an unlimited plan. 

Open internet advocacy groups claimed this was 
a violation of net neutrality, and AT&T backed down 
before the groups filed an official complaint with the 
FCC. 

“We hope that we will be treated neutrally again 
if these rules are repealed, and would not violate the 
principles of net neutrality ourselves,” Bolf said in an 
email, explaining that UCSB would not manipulate the 

speed of any website.
He added that ResNet “stands unanimously” behind 

the current net neutrality rules and hopes they remain 
in place.

However, if the FCC does moves forward with the 
repeal, Bolf said ResNet would make sure the “students 
and residents are not impacted in any way that we can.”

Matthew Hall, UCSB’s associate vice chancellor and 
chief information officer, said a cable company could 
artificially limit bandwidth to make certain services 
more appealing.

“Imagine if AT&T is the exclusive partner of Spotify 
and you can’t get Pandora on AT&T without it hitting 
your bandwidth cap,” Hall said in an email.

There will be an economic, innovational and choice 
impact to consumers in residential areas, Hall said, but 
“life on our UC campuses continues unchanged in the 
short term.”

State senator Hannah-Beth Jackson, who represents 
all of Santa Barbara County and western Ventura 
County, opposed the repeal saying it would set a “very 
dangerous precedent.”

“I think the most important thing is that [the repeal] 
will allow money interests to control content, to control 
access, to ultimately control thought,” Jackson said. 

Congressman Salud Carbajal said large, wealthy 
institutions like universities would be able to afford 
higher-quality internet, while a student startup wouldn’t 
be able to compete with large businesses.  

“We need to ensure the internet is a fair and even 
playing field for all and continue to bridge our country’s 
existing digital divide,” he said. “That disparity will only 
grow if we do not act to protect net neutrality rules.”

Net Neutrality: The concept that all websites and 
services that use bandwidth should receive equal 
service, without additional charges for access.

FCC: Federal Communications Commission, a national 
organization that could repeal network neutrality 
rules established during Barack Obama’s presidency.

Net Neutrality Tip Sheet

Tier 1

Tier 2
Tier 3

Consumer level:
Verizon

Cox
AT&T
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mountainairsports.com
NEW PUBLIC PARKING LOT IS OPEN! 
Enter on Mason St. and Helena Ave. behind new hotel.

Schedule a Snow Day!

 Kayaks   SUP   Ski   Snowboard   Travel   
Camping   Footwear   Car Racks   

    • Ski and Snowboard 
       Rental packages
    • Ski and Snowboard Demos
    • Full Tune | Wax | Shop-work
    • Custom Boot-fitting

        $40 per week 
      Kids Ski Rentals
      Free Travel Days!

Winter Rentals

Burglary Rate Declines in 
I.V. Despite Weekend Surge
Evelyn Spence
Asst. News Editor

Burglaries at UC Santa Barbara have dropped 
since 2014, while burglaries in Isla Vista have 
increased, local law enforcement says.

“Most of the burglaries we take are ‘non-
forcible’ and crimes of opportunity because a 
resident or a building was left unlocked,” Romero 
said in an email.

“Non-forcible” burglaries refer to incidents 
where a student or faculty member may have left 
a door or window unlocked and someone broke 
in as a result. A “forcible” burglary refers to an 
incident where a building or residence hall is 
forcibly broken into.

The UCPD numbers do not include non-
university owned property such as fraternities, 
sororities or vehicle burglaries. 

SBSO spokesperson Kelly Hoover said the 
decrease in burglaries “goes hand in hand” with 
the “keep it local” philosophy and the ef forts that 
students and I.V. stakeholders have made in keep-
ing the community safe.

Hoover said SBSO has increased its ef forts 
to educate students on the need to secure their 
properties at all times.

The numbers do not include the recent “rash” 
of burglaries that occurred on Dec. 3, when more 
than 25 I.V. residents’ laptops, phones, bikes, 
backpacks, jewelry, house keys and car keys were 
stolen over the course of a single weekend.

The unknown suspects entered residents’ 
homes while they were sleeping through 
unlocked doors or windows.

“As we saw this past weekend with the rash of 
residential burglaries we had, there is still plenty 
of opportunity for criminals to f ind victims,” 
Hoover said in an email.

There was one burglary in I .V. over 
Thanksgiving break, Hoover said.

During the recent power outage, there were 
no reported burglaries, according to the SBSO 
arrest logs.

I.V. Community Resource Deputy for the I.V. 
Foot Patrol James McKarrell said burglaries 
have decreased because of “numerous ef forts 
made in our community,” referencing IVFP and 
UCSB’s “Stop Burglaries in I.V.’ campaign. 

Of f icers and the university educated the 
community about the dangers of leaving bikes, 
homes and vehicles unlocked and spoke to 
residents about the “dangers” of throwing house 
parties and allowing unknown people into their 
homes, McKarrell said.

“Our overall message to the community has 
been ‘ lock it or lose it,’” McKarrell said.

In preparation for winter break, residence 
halls have placed signs on entry doors to remind 
students to lock their doors and windows so no 
one can break in while students are gone.

According to Paul Tadross, assistant resident 
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Continued from p.3
JONES
surround charismatic f igures like George Washington or Martin 
Luther King Jr. who succeed in advocating for their respective 
causes.

Jones’s research observes a 30-year cycle along which student 
activism peaks and declines.

“Arguably, we’re coming up again on another [peak],” he said. 
Jones attributes this peak to the current state of political affairs and 
is interested in seeing the leaders that will emerge. 

Jones is currently working on transitioning to his new position 
as EOP’s director. As a former EOP undergraduate advisor and a 
former EOP student himself, Jones feels as though his new posi-
tion is a “second homecoming,” returning to work at A.S. as an 
alumnus. 

Jones is looking forward to working with the EOP staff, particu-
larly because he says the 50-year-old organization is in a “rebuild-
ing stage” after going through f ive directors in seven years.

While the new position seems natural to him now, it was a dif-
f icult decision for him to leave A.S., through which he feels he has 
been able to develop a sense of camaraderie and strength. 

“Sometimes, when you got green lights all the way or the stars 
are aligning, it’s like, ‘Oh, yeah, I gotta go,’” Jones said. 

Many of Jones’s coworkers say they will miss his presence once 
he moves to EOP. Elizabeth Mendez, special projects coordinator 
for the Community Affairs Board (C.A.B.), spoke about the impact 
Jones has had on the people he meets.

“He just makes everyone more comfortable,” Mendez said. 
“Knowing that Aaron is there, to ask questions, if you need some-
one to talk to or just need some sort of advice, it’s just nice.”

As an EOP student herself, Mendez is conf ident that Jones will 
be able to do good work in his new position.  

“It saddens me that he’s leaving the C.A.B. off ice and he won’t 
be there anymore, but it pleases me to know that he’ll be in a posi-
tion where he’ll be able to access and reach out to other students,” 
she said. 

Allina Mojarro, A.S. community education outreach coordi-
nator and Jones’s coworker of almost 10 years, echoed Mendez’s 
comments. 

“It’s really great working with Aaron; he knows so many people 
on campus, and he’s a great person to know to be able to help stu-
dents get access to resources,” Mojarro said. 

While Jones hoped to be able to secure permanent locations for 
A.S. entities such as the Bike Shop and Food Bank around campus 
before moving to EOP, he said he’s proud of the work he’s been 
able to oversee in the community, particularly the Pardall Center. 

During his time in A.S., the center has developed and grown to 
hold a computer lab, offer free exercise classes, house the IVTU 
and Legal Resource Center and serve as a hub for memorial events.  

“There’s just so much that’s kind of swirling around the Pardall 
Center, and I think that’s probably one of the most signif icant and 
broadly impactful [projects],” he said. 

Jones said he hopes he has left a mark of zeal and enthusiasm in 
A.S. that he brings from his own time as an undergraduate. 

“I’ve had my time as an undergraduate, to be out in the streets 
protesting, and arguably I still do, but really in terms of the associa-
tion, it’s your time,” Jones said. 

BURGLARY p.6
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2017: A Year at UCSB in Photos

A balcony collapse on the 6600 block of Del Playa Drive forced 28 Isla Vista residents out of their 
homes in late January. The buildings belonged to James Gelb, owner of Del Playa Rentals. 

STEPHEN MANGA / DAILY NEXUS 

UCSB students organized a walkout Nov. 29 to protest the GOP tax bill that would tax graduate student 
tuition waivers as income among other impacts to student’s finances. 

NICOLE WALLACE / DAILY NEXUS 

Students gather around a burning mattress on the 6700 block of Del Playa Drive during the four-hour blackout 
that occurred during the night of Tuesday, Dec. 5. Illegal fireworks were also set off during the night. 

MCLANE BROWN / DAILY NEXUS 

In fall 2017, the university prohibited Hijinio Camacho and other off-campus vendors from selling on campus with 
student organizations. After gaining the correct permits, Camacho was able to begin selling on campus again. 

ANTHONY LAI / DAILY NEXUS 

Despite the heavy rains on the morning of Jan. 20, an estimated 500 students grabbed umbrellas and walked 
out of their classes at noon in protest of Donald Trump’s inauguration as the 45th President of the United States.

JENNY LUO / DAILY NEXUS 

After sweeping A.S. elections in the spring, Campus United remains dominant for its second year as a 
campus political party.

JENNY LUO / DAILY NEXUS 

director of UCSB Housing, Dining and 
Auxiliary Services, community service of f i-
cers will be completing “internal rounds” of 
the residence halls over the break period. 

Tadross sent out a list of tasks that 
students should do before leaving, which 
includes locking windows and securing 
valuables or taking them home.

“We suggest placing valuables in your 
desk or closet and using a lock,” Tadross 
said in an email sent out to UCSB students 
who reside in the residence halls.

The UCSB Community Housing Off ice 
also posted two informational videos that 
contain tips for students about securing 
homes over break, one on Nov. 14 and 
the second on Nov. 28 in response to 
Thanksgiving and winter breaks respec-
tively.

Tips included discussing with room-
mates who will be the last to leave, making 
sure valuables are out of sight, turning on 
porch lights and locking cars, windows and 
doors.

Students who decided to pay the $500 
fee and stay over break should not prop 
open the outside doors and should keep 
their doors looked at all times, Tadross 
said.

2014 2015 2016 2017

UCPD On-Campus 
Burglary Statistics

Forcible

Non Forcible

Attempted

0

6

12

18

24

*Figures for 2017 are incomplete. Data via UC Police Department

*

Continued from p.5
BURGLARY
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SCIENCE & TECH

Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

When people think about global warming, they think about 
the environment and the impact it has on the animals and peo-
ple who inhabit that location. However, we know little about 
the impact of global warming on the manufacturing industry.

Recently, UC Santa Barbara researchers have shown that 
climate change will dramatically lower output for the Chinese 
manufacturing sector. They found that by the mid-21st century, 
if we are not able to successfully slow or stop global warm-
ing, climate change will reduce Chinese manufacturing output 
annually by 12 percent, which is equivalent to a loss of $39.5 
billion in 2007 U.S. dollars. The results indicate substantial 
local and global economic consequences, as the Chinese manu-
facturing sector produces 32 percent of national gross domestic 
product (GDP) and supplies 12 percent of global exports. 

“Previous work has largely focused on how climate change 
may af fect economic activity by lowering the productivity of 
workers,” co-author Kyle Meng, an assistant professor of envi-
ronmental economics in UCSB’s Bren School of Environmental 
Science & Management and the Department of Economics, 

said. “It is well-documented that when it’s hot, people work 
less productively.”

What motivated their study was the fact that the design of 
climate change adaptation policy requires an understanding 
of the mechanisms responsible for these temperature-driven 
output losses. If the problem is costly factor reallocation, adap-
tation investments should focus on lowering factor adjustment 
costs. If temperature is directly related to productivity, invest-
ments should prioritize reducing the sensitivity of productivity 
to temperature.

To f ind the mechanism responsible, the researchers began 
by conducting the f irst joint empirical analysis of temperature 
ef fects on total factor productivity (TFP) and factor inputs and 
output using f irm-level data. Specif ically, they estimated the 
ef fects of temperature on manufacturing activity using year-to-
year variation in a f irm’s exposure to the annual distribution of 
daily temperatures. 

Additionally, they used a detailed dataset covering the near-
universe of Chinese manufacturing plants during 1998 and 
2007. They found an inverted U-shaped relationship between 
temperature and TFP with particularly negative ef fects at high 
temperatures. In their benchmark specif ication, a day with a 

temperature above 90°F decreases TFP by 0.56 percent, relative 
to a day with a temperature between 50 and 60°F.

“In one particularly striking result, we separately examine 
temperature sensitivity between low and high-tech industries 
in China,” Olivier Deschenes, a professor of economics at 
UCSB, said. High-tech industries include those that produce 
medical supplies, aerospace equipment and computer equip-
ment. “We typically think of these sectors as being capital-
intensive with indoor production facilities that tend to operate 
with air conditioning. We f ind that these industries are just as 
sensitive to extreme temperature as low-tech industries.”

Compared to a day with a temperature between 50 and 60°F, 
a day with a temperature above 90°F lowers manufacturing 
output by 0.45 percent, or by $8,160 in 2007 USD for the aver-
age f irm. In contrast, temperature ef fects on labor and capital 
inputs are less responsive. This implies that TFP losses in 
response to high temperatures is the primary channel through 
which temperature alters manufacturing output in our setting.

According to Meng, the results suggest that if we are to 
reduce the negative impact of climate change on manufactur-
ing output, adaptation measures should not focus solely on 
reducing the sensitivity of workers to extreme heat but also 
that of factory machines.

Examining TFP allows the researchers to look at the com-
bined ef fect of labor and capital productivity. High tempera-
tures could reduce labor productivity by causing discomfort, 
fatigue and cognitive impairment in workers. 

Additionally, high temperatures could af fect machine per-
formance and lower capital productivity. Previous studies 
have largely focused on labor productivity, without examining 
capital productivity, but results suggest that high temperatures 
af fect both labor and capital productivity.

“More broadly, our paper introduces a new cost of climate 
change that hasn’t been documented before,” Meng said. 
“China is already doing a lot to reduce its emissions. These 
existing policies were put into place even without this new evi-
dence on manufacturing sector losses. Given the importance of 
manufacturing for China, we hope our f indings will help lead 
to more stringent Chinese climate policy.”

Researchers Find That Temperature 
Affects Productivity and Manufacturing

Panel A shows change in days per year with temperatures above 90°F between 1998–2007 and 2040–2059 periods. Panel B shows average 
annual climate change impact in 2040–2059 on output in percentage points. Panel C shows average annual climate change impact in 2040–
2059 on output in million USD. Panel D shows average annual climate change impact in 2040–2059 on TFP in percentage points.

Courtesy of Journal of Environmental Economics and Management

We typically think of these sectors 
as being capital-intensive with 

indoor production facilities 
that tend to operate with air 

conditioning. We find that these 
industries are just as sensitive to 
extreme temperature as low-tech 

industries.

“

OLIVIER DESCHENES

2017: The Year a Bike Path was Reopened 

The Center for BioEngineering (CBE) is a hub for research and teaching at the interface of biology, engineering and physical sciences. 
It builds on UC Santa Barbara’s strengths in biophysics, biomaterials, biomolecular discovery and computational and experimental 
systems biology, enabling fundamental scientific discoveries to be transitioned to applications in medicine and biotechnology.

JENNY LUO / DAILY NEXUS 

Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

Of the buildings that were completed 
in 2017, the most anticipated one was the 
Center for BioEngineering (CBE) build-
ing. 

This anticipation is not only due to the 
fact that it is a three-story, 48,000-square-
foot building, which has been designed to 
LEED silver standards and includes facul-
ty and graduate student off ices, research 
labs, administrative off ices and a 100-seat 
auditorium, but also because the bike 
path that leads to the buildings behind 
the library had been blocked during con-
struction.

Before the opening of the CBE, anyone 
who had class in Broida, Webb or Noble 
Hall had two options: Ride your bike 
through the hallway in Noble Hall and 
risk getting a ticket, or walk your bike. 
Let’s face it, the second option was the 
only option unless you wanted to risk 
paying for the consequences.

Originally scheduled to open in 2014, 
the CBE held its ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and reception on Oct. 19, 2017. 
Proposed by Frank Doyle, associate dean 
of research in the College of Engineering, 
the CBE was approved in 2011 with plans 
to start construction in 2012.

The Center was constructed with the 
idea that it would become a locus of 
research and teaching at the interface of 
biology, engineering and physical scienc-
es and is already producing results that 
benef it industry and medicine. Research 
at the CBE is yielding important advances 
in the understanding, diagnosis and treat-
ment of common and devastating diseases 
such as cancer, diabetes, Alzheimer’s and 
macular degeneration.

Advancing new academic initiatives is a 

primary goal for CBE, such as the approved 
graduate emphasis in bioengineering for 
Ph.D. students in 13 participating depart-
ments across campus. Currently under cam-
pus review is a new degree program in bio-
engineering leading to a Bachelor of Science 
degree in bioengineering.

All of this contributes to UCSB’s reputation 
as a world-renowned research institute, but 
you tend to forget this, especially during the 
moments when you had to carry your bike 
through the space between Webb and the 
fence construction workers put up because 
some parts of the road were f looded.

Bike riders, from the moment they started 
on the path by the Psych building, knew 
it would be a little bit of a challenge with 
other students walking and biking. An added 
obstacle would be the construction trucks 
that would pass by occasionally. 

It was a real-life Crossy Road. 
In the days after Oct. 19, when the bike 

path behind the library was opened, students 
gained a new appreciation for it. Its purpose 
as a link between two different sides of cam-
pus was reestablished. Its closure brought 
frustration, but its reopening brought joy 
and appreciation. 
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SPORTS
Joel Emiid is the world’s greatest 

troll. There’s no outdoing him 
when it comes to the game of 

words. He’s the whole package. 
From his play to his tweets and 
IG post, Embiid doesn’t stop. 

Never change Joel #TTP

Armchair QB
The UCSB men’s basketball team will go 
on the road to face Montana State this 

Saturday, Nov. 9 at 1 p.m. UCSB will face 
current No. 25 USC on Sun., Nov. 17 at 

5 p.m.

M Basketball

Survival of the Fittest: Mid-Majors Flex Their Muscles, Too
Sean White
Sports Co-Editor
@_UncleBlanco

In college sports, the Power 5 runs everything. 
You can consider it a Power 5 monopoly. 
For those that don’t know, the Power 5 consists of five conferences — the 

Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC), Big 12, Big Ten, Pac-12 and the Southeast-
ern Conference (SEC). 

While “mid-major” athletic programs that have less prestige and national 
exposure have been around for decades, the growing stardom of Power 5 
conferences has led to the gradual dwarfing of these less prestigious schools. 

Over the years, and even in today’s college sports, it is the “Cinderella 
story” accomplishments of these lower tier programs that make the land-
scape of college sports that much better. 

Whether it’s the recent undefeated run put together by the Central Flori-
da football team, a team that was winless just two years ago, or seeing a low-
seeded team knock off a top contender during March Madness, it is clear 
fans love these underdog stories.

As a member of the Big West, UCSB is part of one of the nation’s 25 “mid-
major” conferences. 

The term “mid-major” is typically applied to football and basketball 
ranks, however, in recent years it has become even more universal. 

While mid-major athletics programs have been around for decades, the 
reality of the growing stardom of Power 5 conferences has resulted in the 
gradual dwarfing of these less prestigious schools. 

Similar to many other mid-major programs, UCSB tends to find itself be-
ing overlooked within the college sports realm. 

Surely, attractions such as the beach and academics are influential upon 
UCSB receiving attention amongst the masses. 

They’re even features that help to recruit prospective athletes as well. 
While both are enticing, the lack of having what many would consider 

a “big name” on the college sports map certainly is a challenge that affects 
UCSB both on and off the field. 

As a sports fan, the image of attending a game in which the arena or sta-
dium bleachers are filled to capacity was an experience I hoped for.

Of course, once I submitted my Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) for 
UCSB, which gives you a sense of how nerve-wracking the recruiting process 
must be for student-athletes, it was quickly evident that my vision was un-
likely to occur. 

Let’s face facts.
As we all know UCSB is not a sports powerhouse. 
Not to dismiss the record-breaking attendance numbers for UCSB men’s 

soccer matches versus Blue-Green rival Cal Poly or even when the Gauchos go 
head-to-head with the Mustangs in men’s basketball, but the occurrence of 
these contests occurring twice per season for both sports just isn’t enough. 

Excluding those who follow UCSB sports, many students are even un-
aware that our school has Division I status.  

In an era of college sports when the destinations of some of the nation’s 
five-star, McDonald’s All-American and ESPN Top 300 athletes are plastered 
and glamorized in storylines nationwide, UCSB isn’t home to much of that 
glitz and glamour. 

But this is what makes UCSB sports special. 
Simply put, it’s the little things that go a long way and speak for them-

selves. 
While currently in the middle of my fourth year, the chance to observe 

the accomplishments of different teams has been a wonderful process to 
witness.

These accomplishements have been acheieved by teams such as men’s 
soccer, which nearly upset No. 2 seeded Clemson in the Sweet 16 back in 
2015.

This was followed by baseball’s ‘Chomaha’ College World Series run after 
upsetting No. 2 seeded Louisville in 2016. Along with those two, 2016 also 
came the year the women’s water polo team won its first Big West tourna-
ment title in program history.

At the end of the day, nobody can take away the fact that you’re a winner, 
regardless of the scale that success took place on.  

Each of the aforementioned wins are UCSB’s own version of “Cinderella” 
stories, forever cemented in the program’s history. 

UCSB has two national championships in its history — the first by its 
1979 UCSB men’s water polo team and the last by its men’s soccer team over 
UCLA in the 2006 Men’s College Cup. 

Only time will tell what’s in store for UCSB sports in the coming years. 
Hey, who knows, maybe UCSB’s opportunity to host the 2018 and 2020 
Men’s College Cups will bring about some extra motivation and mojo that 
results in another title for the Gaucho faithful. 

As a senior, I won’t physically be here for that future.
However, the underdog nature of UCSB sports will always stick with me, 

and of course, I’ll continue to follow each sport’s success year in and year out 
in hopes of a big run. 

In the case of mid-major programs like UCSB’s, there’s added motivation 
to surpass the usually underestimated standard that is placed on them. 

With that being said, the Power 5 conferences may have the better talent 
according to rankings and other measureables. 

But heart and effort can’t be measured. And those are two things that 
will always outperform talent.  

ALYSSA LONG / DAILY NEXUS 

Amidst 7-Game Slide, Gauchos Look to Get Back on Track vs. LMU
Calvin Thrift
Staff Writer 
@C_Thrift41

Following its 30-point loss to 
No. 7 UCLA Sunday afternoon, the 
UCSB women’s basketball team is 
hoping to turn things around in 
its return to the Thunderdome this 
week. 

The Gauchos have lost their last 
seven games, landing them with a 
dismal record of 1-7 through eight 
non-conference contests. 

Unfortunately for Santa 
Barbara, the difficult schedule will 
continue on Thursday when it takes 
on Loyola Marymount University. 

While UCSB has struggled to 
find stability so far this season, 
the Lions have gotten off to an 
impressive start. 

Before losing to the University of 
Southern California on Friday, LMU 
was undefeated. With their loss to 
USC, the Lions are polar opposite to 
the Gauchos, sitting at 7-1. 

Despite their 1-7 start, the 
Gauchos have found success when 
they run their offense as envisioned 
by Head Coach Bonnie Henrickson. 

Henrickson has aimed to 
orchestrate her team’s offense so 
that the ball moves through their 
star in the post, senior forward 
Drew Edelman. 

Edelman, while battling a few 
instances of injuries this year, 
is averaging team-highs in both 
points (14.4) and rebounds (8.3) 
per game. 

However, it seems Edelman is 
hoping to work her way back to 
the form she displayed last season 
when she led the Big West in field-
goal percentage (61.4).

Recently emerging to help 
Edelman in the scoring department 
has been redshirt junior guard 
Sarah Porter. Porter is averaging 
10 points, 4.1 rebounds and two 
assists per game on the season. 

She has been living and dying by 
the three-ball this season, making 
10 shots from beyond the arc in the 
team’s last three contests. 

However, she started the season 
only making threes in the first six 
games. 

Overall, Porter is shooting 30 
percent from downtown and will 
hopefully start finding the net on a 
more consistent basis. 

In fact in her last three games, 
she has already shown to be more 
consistent, knocking down 10 of 25 
deep balls.

Although the Gauchos have also 
shown glimpses of hot shooting, 
they should perhaps avoid getting 

into a high-scoring contest with 
LMU. 

UCSB this season is averaging 
62.8 ppg, about 14 points less a 
game than the Lions who average 
nearly 76 points per contest. 

Contributing to its strong 
offensive presence were valuable 
performances made by a few 
talented players. 

Standing out for the Lions is 
junior Cheyanne Wallace, who is 
averaging a team-high 19.5 points 
along with grabbing 7.8 rebounds 
per game. 

Wallace was named the West 
Coast Conference Player of the 
Week on Nov. 27. 

Standing at 6’0” in a guard/
forward position, Wallace posted 
26 ppg and a little over eight boards 
per game during the week in which 
she earned the WCC honor. 

She will certainly be on the Santa 
Barbara coaching staff ’s radar this 
week, as it will attempt to slow 
down one of LMU’s best offensive 
weapons. 

The difficulty for the Gauchos is 
that LMU has accompanying scoring 
options to supplement Wallace. 

The Lions have also been getting 
strong contributions from guard 
Gabby Green. The 6’2” redshirt 
junior is in the midst of her debut 
season at LMU, as she transferred 
from Berkeley after playing for the 
Golden Bears for two years. 

In her first year as a Lion, Green 
has been putting up well-rounded 
stat lines. 

Green is averaging 15.9 points 
to go with 6.4 boards and nearly 
four assists per game. 

Also, Green has so far blocked 10 
shots and recorded 21 steals. 

The closest other Lion to these 
kinds of numbers is none other 
than Wallace, who has six blocks 
and 11 steals on the year.

The Gauchos will surely have 
their hands full Thursday night 
trying to contain LMU’s stars, but 
UCSB knows it has players who can 
find the net too such as Edelman 
and Porter.

In last year’s meeting between 
Santa Barbara and the Lions, LMU 
took the close victory over the 
Gauchos by just two points, 57-55. 

The year before that loss, the 
Gauchos also came up short against 
LMU, so it is likely they will look to 
redeem themselves. 

Thursday night’s action will 
tip off at 7 p.m. against Loyola 
Marymount at the Thunderdome 
where the Gauchos will look to end 
their seven-game losing streak and 
earn their first home win.

The UCSB women’s basketball team has yet to win a home game this season. As it currently sits at 1-7, UCSB is off to its second worst start of 
Head Coach Bonnie Henrickson’s tenure with the Gaucho program. In her first year, the 2015-16 season, the Gauchos went 1-11 in non-conf. play. 

CHRISTINA DEMARZO / DAILY NEXUS 

Similar to many other 
mid-major programs, 

UCSB tends to find itself 
overlooked within the 
college sports realm.
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Ruddins’s Rise to the Top; Gauchos’ Star Overcomes Setbacks
Spencer Ault
Staff Writer
@DE_Ault

There are hundreds, maybe thousands of Division 
I women’s volleyball players. Not a single one of them 
was as good of an attacker as Lindsey Ruddins this 
season.

Ruddins, UCSB’s star outside hitter, cemented 
her status as the nation’s top attacker with a 5.84 
kills-per-set average in 2017. 

That was the best rate in the country, a heady dis-
tinction for someone in just her second year of col-
legiate play.

The road to that premier status was not a smooth 
one — painful would be a better word to describe it. 

In her three years on campus, Ruddins has dealt 
with two major injuries. She’s also had to deal with 
three difficult years for the team, which has never 
finished higher than fourth place in her time with 
UCSB’s program.

But Ruddins hasn’t faltered, despite the injuries 
and the losses. Instead, she has excelled, and she is as 
optimistic as she’s ever been going into next season.

Given what she’s gone through as a UCSB athlete, 
such optimism is surprising. Ruddins lost almost all 
of her true freshman year to an abdominal injury, 
which forced her to medically redshirt the majority 
of the season.

“I had previously torn my [abdominal] in my se-
nior year of high school,” she said. “I played on it for 
a little and then it strained again and it was continu-
ously bothering me. It was definitely hard, and we 
had lots of meetings about it, but I’m happy with my 
choice to take the year to recover.”

That year off turned out to be a blessing for Rud-
dins and for the UCSB team. The outside hitter used 
her recovery time to acclimate to the college game 
and get ready for her return.

“The college game is so different than high school 
and club,” Ruddins said. “Being able to get a full year 
under my belt of just knowing the schedule and hav-
ing to watch video and do scouting for the first time 
and stuff like that, it kind of gave me an upper hand 
as a freshman in my sophomore year.”

Ruddins didn’t let the knowledge she soaked up 
while off the court go to waste, as she took the nation 
by storm her first full year on the court as a redshirt 
freshman. 

Her 4.09 kills were tops on the team and the 
fourth best of any freshman in the country in 2016, 
and she recorded a team-high eight double-doubles 
(kills and digs). 

Her end-of-season awards list was lengthy, with 
the Big West Freshman of the Year award and a spot 
on the AVCA All-American Honorable Mention list 
serving as the highlights.

That season was also UCSB’s best, as it went 13-3 
in Big West play in 2013 to earn a spot in the NCAA 
Tournament. The Gauchos went 17-12 overall and 

8-8 in the Big West, finishing in fourth place in the 
conference.

Ruddins had overcome a major obstacle and es-
tablished herself as a rising star. Then, injuries reared 
their ugly head once again.

During a practice in mid-September of her red-
shirt freshman season, Ruddins came down hard 
on a teammate’s foot and rolled her ankle. She only 
missed two matches that season as a result but un-
derwent reconstructive ankle surgery in the offsea-
son.

That made for two major injuries for Ruddins in 
only two seasons, a terrible enough ratio to raise seri-
ous doubts toward her returning to the court. Rud-
dins, however, was ready to recover and rally once 
again. 

“I’ve suffered through many injuries in my career, 
unfortunately,” Ruddins said. “Coming back from 
that is always tough, but I love volleyball and I feel 
like volleyball has made me pretty mentally strong.”

For the second time in her collegiate career, Rud-
dins underwent the grueling process of rehab. She 
spent her offseason in physical therapy, working 
with trainer Bob Annable to rebuild her ankle and 
get herself back into playing shape.

In a sport as dynamic as volleyball, injuries are 
just a part of the game. That’s especially true for out-
side hitters, who spend as much time in the air as any 
other player on the court. 

In a way, then, the injuries were hardly a surprise 
to Ruddins, who hails from a volleyball family and 
has spent a major chunk of her life playing the sport.

“My aunt [Kim Ruddins] actually played for USC 
and in the Olympics, and then my dad played for 
Long Beach, so it was kind of in my family,” Lindsey 
said. “My older sister started playing club volleyball 
in eighth grade, but we had always kind of played 
with my dad and aunt.”

Ruddins credits her older sister, Elise, for provid-
ing the most direct inspiration for taking up volley-
ball. The elder Ruddins sister wound up following in 
her aunt’s footsteps and played on the USC team.

“[Elise] was actually getting offers her freshman 
year of high school,” Ruddins said. “It was so fun 
watching her, and then I started playing.”

Just like her older sister, Lindsey Ruddins started 
getting noticed by colleges in her freshman year of 
high school, but she was drawn toward blazing her 
own trail to UCSB. 

The third and final Ruddins sister, Gail, will follow 
that trail next season, giving the Ruddins family two 
Gauchos.

Gail Ruddins will be joining a UCSB team coming 
off an up-and-down season marked with a mixture 
of highs and lows. For Lindsey Ruddins, however, the 
season was mostly highs.

The redshirt sophomore was quiet in her first 
match back, posting just eight kills in a three-set 
loss to Illinois State to start the season. That match 
quickly proved to be an outlier, however.

A match against Florida State the next day saw 
Ruddins post a match-high 36 kills as well as 18 digs 
for her first double-double of the season. That match 
was also the beginning of Ruddins’s double-digit kill 
streak, which will continue into next season.

Most notably, the star outside hitter set a rally-
scoring era record for single-match kills with 36, fall-
ing two kills short of tying former Gaucho Roberta 
Gehlke’s school record 38 kills against Long Beach 
State on Sept. 30, 1999.

Ruddins was a terror throughout non-conference 
play, posting four double-doubles in eight matches. 
However, none of those double-doubles turned into 
wins for the Gauchos, who won only one of their 
non-conference matches and entered Big West play 
with a 1-11 record.

“[The season] definitely started off rough, you 
could say,” Ruddins said. “We had four freshmen and 
a transfer come in, and they came into a team that 
had been through so much. They all tried from the 
very beginning and wanted to get better and showed 
improvement. As a team, our rough preseason just 
made us work harder.”

Life got a little easier for UCSB once Big West 
matches started up. The Gauchos went 7-9 in their 
conference and played Cal Poly, the eventual league 
champions, in a close match in San Luis Obispo.

“Towards the end of the year, things finally 
started to come together,” Ruddins said. “I’m super 
excited for next year.”

Ruddins’s dominance, on the other hand, contin-
ued unabated. The outside hitter had eight double-
doubles in Big West competition and ran off three in 
a row to close out the season. 

Her rate of 6.30 kills per set in conference play 
was the best of any Big West player and almost two 
kills better than the next closest attacker.

Such strong performance garnered plenty of at-
tention, both regionally and nationally. Ruddins won 
four Big West Women’s Volleyball Player of the Week 
awards during the 2017 season and earned a spot on 
the All-Big West First Team.

Nationally, Ruddins was named AVCA National 
Player of the Week in October on the strength of a 
three-match killing spree against UC Davis, Long 
Beach State and Cal State Northridge. 

Given her position atop the kills-per-set leader-
board, it’s likely she will be named to the AVCA All-
American First Team as well.

That’s a lot of accolades for one person. Neverthe-
less, Ruddins doesn’t think too much of it all.

“I don’t know, it’s nothing,” the outside hitter 
said. “It’s not an award for me, it’s for our team. I’ve 
gotten awards before and it’s cool to get the recogni-
tion, but it’s not just me.”

Ruddins might not be too impressed with her 
own play, but most observers are, especially consid-
ering what she’s overcome to earn those awards. Not 
only do the Gauchos have the best attacker in the na-
tion, they might just have the toughest.

Redshirt sophomore Lindsey Ruddins has already made her mark in just two 
seasons of play at UCSB. Most recently, she led the nation in kills per set (5.84).
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Can UCSB Baseball Return 
to CWS Form in 2017-18?

UCSB Baseball Fall Recap
F.P. Santangelo Jr.
Staff Writer
@Franky_P_

As the weather becomes colder and the 
fall quarter winds down on campus, so do 
on-field activities for the UCSB baseball 
program. After a difficult season last year, 
finishing with an overall record of 24-32, 
many others and I were interested to see 
what would happen to the Gauchos once 
fall arrived. 

As autumn came and went, the same 
fall ball clichés that happen to every team 
across the country occurred; players 
fought for spots, many took advantage of 
the weight room and some guys who you 
thought wouldn’t struggle did, while oth-
ers you would not expect to do well flour-
ished. 

This is all too typical of fall college base-
ball. There were, however, several unique 
and interesting storylines that arose, in-
cluding the rise of another top prospect in 
Gaucho blue and gold, a recovering team 
leader and much more.

Noah Davis, Noah Davis, Noah Davis: 
Do not forget the name Noah Davis, espe-
cially come spring time. Last season, the 
Gaucho ace was 7-4 as a sophomore with a 
4.63 ERA and 65 strikeouts in 81.2 innings 
pitched. Although still impressive, even 
Davis himself would tell you those num-
bers are not good enough, at least for him. 

Last season is last season though.
Over the summer in the Cape Cod 

League, Davis garnered the attention by 
many, if not all, MLB teams after being 
named to the Top-25 Prospect List by D1 
Baseball. In an intentionally limited five 
appearances for the Cotuit Kettleers, Da-
vis had an ERA of 2.83 against some of 
the best hitters in the country. As a result, 
Davis started on the mound every day in 
the fall, even in an inter-squad game that 
was the highly anticipated MLB Scout Day. 
Dozens of scouts were there all fall with 
their radar guns up and ready, seeing Davis 
reach speeds of up to 97 mph on his fast-
ball and impressive late-life movement on 
his slider.

Even though Davis did show a lot of 
promise in many inter-squad scrimmages, 
he would leave his fastball up at times, re-
sulting in many hittable pitches from hun-
gry players trying to get noticed by scouts 
as well. 

“I would not say I faired too well 
against our competitive hitters, but I can 
see the way they compete when I’m on the 
mound,” Davis said after UCSB’s last fall 
scrimmage of the year. “I don’t think my 
game stepped up as much as it needed to 
or as much as I would like it to. My goal for 
the fall was to stay healthy the whole way 
through, which I was able to do. I’ve been 
working on fastball height too, which has 
taken a step back in the past two weeks, 
but I am still feeling I’m headed in the right 
direction.”

A huge story last season for the Gau-
chos was the devastating injury to team 
leader and shortstop Clay Fisher. After 

medical red-shirting and recovering from 
Tommy John surgery on his throwing arm, 
many worried how Fisher would bounce 
back. 

Although not yet swinging a bat and 
not throwing at any point this fall, Fisher 
was still able to participate in many on-
field activities. As always, Fisher was 
smoother than silk on ice during practice 
and scrimmages. Offensively, due to his 
recovery process, he could only work on his 
bunting game in the box. 

“The only thing I feel like I was limited 
on was taking live at-bats,” Fisher said. “I’ve 
been taking ground ball reps, I know I can’t 
throw, but I feel the same in the field as I 
was in the past so I think I progressed just 
as well [as anyone else this fall].”

Many are speculating and questioning 
the timetable of Fisher’s return, but Fisher 
wants to let everyone know everything will 
be alright.

“I do think that I’ll be 100 percent. It 
might not be right at the beginning of the 
season, but I’m definitely making strides. 
I feel good and I really don’t have any 
doubts,” the star shortstop said.

Besides Clay Fisher, other guys were 
feeling good and not doubting themselves 
as well. Sophomore Eric Yang, who only 
had 30 plate appearances in his freshman 
season, showed up this fall squaring up 
the pelota, driving the ball gap to gap and 
around the entire field. 

If you have been paying attention to 
Yang this summer, though, this is not real-
ly a surprise. Again, Yang was another Gau-
cho who had a fantastic summer hitting 
.360 with 27 RBI in 36 games in the Great 
West League for the Medford Rogues. 

Another player who hit the ball well 
in the fall was junior Michael McAdoo. 

McAdoo was finding barrel after barrel 
after barrel all fall, mashing the ball and 
crushing homeruns in inter-squad games. 
Making only spot starts and difficult pitch 
hitting appearances last season, McAdoo 
hit .227. However, after this breakout fall, 
with last season’s left fielder Billy Fredrick 
graduated, McAdoo is making his case to 
be the Gauchos’ starting left fielder come 
spring.

Even the rookies were a cornerstone to 
how the fall unfolded. 

After having the No. 9 recruiting class 
in the nation last season, this year the 
Gauchos were ranked in the top 25 once 
again at No. 22 in the country by Baseball 
America. 

Nonetheless, some of the youngbloods 
showed up to play some ball. Three fresh-
men who can have a potential impact in 
the spring are RHP Jason Willow, catcher/
RHP Christopher Troye and second base-
man Marcos Castanon. 

Willow, the Canadian from Victoria, 
British Columbia, is a loose, goofy 18-year- 
old who is slowly proving his worth on the 
mound but has already proved his worth in 
the clubhouse, as he has no problem keep-
ing the guys loose. When I asked him what 
it was like being a Gaucho, the freshman 
gave a typical Willow answer.

“It’s a cool feeling. I mean, it’s a long 
time coming, you know, being here, being 
part of the team. It’s been great so far,” he 
explained. 

Troye, on the other hand, is all busi-
ness, especially when he’s on the mound. 
The catcher, who will see more time as a 
converted pitcher this season, hit 95 mph 
on the bump and sat consistently between 
93-95 mph when on the mound.

Continue reading on dailynexus.com

Brandon Victor
Staff Writer
@b_vizzles

UCSB baseball head coach Andrew 
Checketts revealed the team’s 2018 
schedule Monday, as the team looks to 
recapture some of the magic from their 
2016 run to Omaha.

Propelled by a top 25 recruiting class, 
the team seems in a prime position to 
do just that. 

According to D1 baseball, the 
Gauchos brought in the 21st ranked 
recruiting class, marking the fifth time 
in six seasons that Santa Barbara has 
secured a nationally ranked recruiting 
class. 

Following last season’s 24-32 overall 
record, as well as their 8-16 finish in the 
Big West conference, the team will look 
to lean on these new recruits to return 
them to the postseason.

UCSB’s top-ranked recruit, Jason 
Willow, was drafted in the 24th round 
of the 2017 MLB draft by the Baltimore 
Orioles but opted to forego turning pro. 

The 6’2’’ infielder finished with a 
.634 slugging percentage in his senior 
year, and even spent time with the 
Canadian national team.

Santa Barbara hopes that JUCO 
transfer Cole Kleszcz will further 
improve their lineup. 

The 20-year-old outfielder, who 
was drafted by the Indians in the 40th 
round, hit over .400 his freshman year, 
along with an equally impressive one to 
one walk to strikeout ratio. 

Perhaps most importantly for what 
was at times a defensive-deficient 

Gauchos team last season, Kleszcz won 
a gold glove for his defensive play in 
center field.

The Gauchos also brought in two 
top-ranked pitching recruits, Jorge 
Arellano and Ben Fariss, to bolster a 
rotation that struggled to a 5.24 ERA 
in 2017. 

Arellano, the fifth-rated LHP in 
California, recorded 51 strikeouts in 38 
innings last season for Downey High 
School and was drafted in the 36th 
round by the Indians. 

Fariss featured as a two-way star 
at Valencia High School in California, 
hitting .368 as a senior outfielder while 
also pitching his way to a 3.43 ERA.

In addition to these recruits, UCSB 
will return star shortstop Clay Fisher, 
who opted to return for his senior year 
rather than go pro due to circumstances 
outside his control. 

Fisher’s season was cut short by 
Tommy John surgery last year, and 
he will be welcomed back with open 
arms after hitting .353 his sophomore 
campaign.

UCSB won’t have much time to 
adjust, as they take on San Diego State 
to open the season Feb.16. 

The Aztecs, who finished last season 
41-19 and advanced to the regional 
semifinals, will present a stark challenge 
for the Gauchos. 

After coming home for their opener 
against Fresno State, UCSB must take 
on a formidable Mississippi State team 
that reached the Super Regionals last 
year as part of the Kleberg Bank Classic 
Tournament in Texas. 

Other notable non-conference 

games include a home series against 
Penn State March 3, as well as a three-
game homestand against reigning WAC 
conference champion Sacramento State 
beginning March 16.

After its final nonconference game 
March 27 at Pepperdine, UCSB will 
return home to begin conference play 
against Cal State Fullerton, a perennial 
contender in the Big West who reached 
the College World Series last year. 

Last season, Santa Barbara lost two 
of its three games against Fullerton, 
and the game will allow the Gauchos to 
gauge whether they will be contenders 
or pretenders in the conference this 
season.

April features primarily conference 
games for the Gauchos, with a home 
and away game interspersed against 
USC. 

UCSB swept the Pac-12 school last 
year in their two games, and will look to 
do more of the same this season during 
the midweek matchups.

Toward the end of the season, Santa 
Barbara will get its hand at Long Beach 
State, the 2017 Big West champion who 
beat Santa Barbara in two of its three 
matchups last year. 

If the Gauchos hope to contend in 
the Big West this season, they will likely 
need to win the series against the 49ers, 
which begins May 11.

With a much healthier, more 
experienced team and an abundance 
of talented recruits, UCSB will look 
to prove that last season was merely 
a fluke and that this year’s team can 
replicate the Cinderella success that this 
team was able to find in 2016.

After their postseason run to the 2016 College World Series, the Gauchos took a step back in 2017 as they 
ended the year with a 24-32 overall record. It was their worst finish since going 24-30 during the 2010 season. 
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Heading into the 2018 season, UCSB baseball has the nation’s No. 22 
recruiting class. It has had a top-25 class for five of the past six seasons. 
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ARTSWEEK
The Year of the Album: a Look Into the Future of Media Consumption

Zoe Jones
Artsweek Editor

Across genres, t his year marked a cr ucia l moment in t he 
musical out put of a var iet y of ac t s .  Quite unex pec tedly, 
2017 was t he year of proli f icac y, leading some ac t s to put 
out t wo projec t s in t he same week — and somet imes, even 
f ive f ul l  leng t hs back to back . However, t his is not necessar-
i ly a new phenomenon. During t heir reig n over t he world of 
pop music ,  t he Beat les released si x a lbums bet ween 1963 
and 1966: Please Please Me ,  With the Beatles ,  A Hard Day’s 
Night ,  Beatles for Sale ,  Help!  and Rubber Soul .  T hese were a l l 
inst ant classics and changed cer t ain aspec t s of t he music 
world for good. T he advent of music edit ing technolog y has 
made t he process of recording easier,  sl icker and faster 
— which makes a Beat les-esque creat ive y ield even more 
achievable. T his year, we saw a ret urn to t his level of relent-
less releases w it h a l it t le help f rom our f r iend: t he internet . 

Ty pical ly,  releasing projec t s w it hin less t han a year of 
each ot her is not common — especia l ly for ac t s t hat are 
wel l est ablished. For example, t ake New Jersey indie-chi l l 
auteurs Real Est ate, a band t hat ’s been ac t ive since t he late 
2000s. T heir latest projec t ,  f rom March of t his year, is a 
wonder f ul ly bl issed out record, apt ly t it led In Mind . 

T he t rack s f rom In Mind  are g reat ,  but I can’t help but 
not ice t he same ref lec t ive voice t hat colors most of t heir 
prev ious record, Atlas .  It ’s a g reat record, probably one of 
my favor ites f rom t he year, but t he amount of t ime bet ween 
it s release and t heir prev ious was t hree years . W hich, hon-
est ly,  is not a remark able t urnover consider ing t he st andard 
t hat t his past year g radual ly set .

At t he t u r n of  2017,  Au s t ra l ia n ps ych-rocker s K ing 
Gizzard and t he Lizard Wizard announced t hat t hey had set 
out to release four or f ive a lbums t hroughout t he year. A s of 
December, t hey ’ve achieved t hat goal ,  releasing four unique 
and cohesive projec t s .  T he band name a lone makes t hese 
g uys sound r idiculous, but t heir work et hic is impeccable. 
Each a lbum has it s ow n dist inc t personalit y,  ex per iment ing 
w it h sounds f rom mellowed out beach f uzz to f ul l  on garage 

rock jams. Moreover, t he last in t his ser ies of projec t s was 
released for f ree on t he band’s website, f ur t her emphasizing 
t heir genuine desire create and t hen share. 

Four f ul l-leng t h projec t s ,  including songs t hat clock in 
wel l over f ive minutes, is quite impressive. T his work et hic 
isn’t conf ined to t he indie world eit her — it ’s made it s way 
into bot h t he mainst ream and underg round of rap. 

Our favor ite t rap-hop sof t ie,  Fut ure, f irst made a name 
for himself by releasing a l it any of mi x t apes back to back . 
W hen he broke into t he world of top char t s and award nomi-
nat ions, he cont inued t hat t rend, releasing mult iple proj-
ec t s online bet ween his st udio a lbums. T his year, however, 
he took t he nex t log ical step: put t ing out t wo st udio a lbums 
in Febr uar y w it hin a week of each ot her. T his was v ir t ual ly 
unheard of — and a w ildly successf ul move. 

T he f irst of t hese projec t s ,  FUTURE ,  spaw ned t he v ira l 
mega-hit “Mask Of f,” which made it s way to reg ular radio 
rot at ion and Tw it ter memes a l ike. T he nex t ,  HENDR X X ,  did 
not have t he same commercia l reach, but a l lowed Fut ure to 
set a record. 

It replaced FUTURE in t he No. 1 spot on t he char t s ,  which 
made him t he f irst ar t ist in histor y to have t wo a lbums 
debut at No. 1 in consecut ive week s . It ’s init ia l ly sur prising 
t hat a rap ar t ist set t his k ind of precedent in music ,  but at 
t he same t ime, it  makes per fec t sense. R appers are arg uably 
t he ar t ist s most incl ined to rely heav i ly on t he internet for 
sel f-promot ion and on t he newest produc t ion techniques 

t hat a l low t heir voices to lean into t he sound of now. 
At t he intersec t ion of indie and rap l ies Brock hampton, 

a sel f-descr ibed “ boy band” comprised of 15 members . No, 
t hey don’t create t hree-minute pop songs, but rat her t hey 
produce lo-f i ,  excit able hip-hop. At t he center of t he g roup 
is Kev in Abst rac t ,  a rapper, a creator and most impor t ant-
ly,  a leader. By t he t ime t his past summer rol led around, 
Brock hampton released t heir debut , Sat urat ion,  had t heir 
sophomore a lbum in t he work s, and f i lmed eight music v id-
eos — al l shot and direc ted by Abst rac t . 

Bot h Sat urat ion and Sat urat ion II  are f ul ly real ized work s 
f rom a col lec t ive just learning to walk in t he shoes of ot her 
innovat ive g roups l ike Odd Fut ure — and t hat is a remark-
able feat .  Similar to Odd Fut ure, t he band’s ent ire fol low ing 
was bui lt v ir t ual ly f rom internet buzz t hrough st reaming 
ser v ices and socia l media . Songs l ike “Gold” and “Gummy ” 
have made t heir way to mil l ions of st reams w it h no major 
label promot ion or late night telev ision appearances . 

T he t hing about yea r-end ref lec t ion,  espec ia l ly w it h 
music ,  is t hat you do not want to speculate too much as to 
what t he prev ious year w il l  br ing about for t he f ut ure. 

T he precedent t hat 2017 set for a lbum releases was 
amazing , but not necessar i ly indicat ive of a t rend t hat w il l 
cont inue. Not ever y ar t ist work s w it h t he amount of zeal as 
Brock hampton, or t he relent less creat iv it y of K ing Gizzard 
and t he Wizard Lizard. However, it  is somet hing t hat we can 
a l l  get a l it t le inspirat ion f rom in t he year to come. 

Many artists released multiple projects this year including Future, King Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard, Animal Collective and Brockhampton. 
WILLIAM EMMONS / DAILY NEXUS 

It’s really ridiculous. Every time 

I go out to get some air, I come 

back and there’s like three or 

four new songs. The concepts get 

laid down so quickly and from 

there everyone runs with the 

idea until something sticks. 

“

Dom McLennon of Brockhampton



Thursday, December 7, 2017Daily Nexus 11Artsweek

This Year In Music: Artsweek’s Favorite Albums
William Emmons
Asst. Artsweek Editor

This past year contained countless pivotal moments for music. From a variety of different 
genres, new artists emerged and familiar figures returned in one of the most dynamic displays of 
creativity to date. With the release of these albums, artists established important milestones in 
their respective careers, laying the foundation for an evolution of sound in the music industry as 
a whole. Here’s a chronological wrap-up of Artsweek’s favorite releases of each month. 

January
Atlanta rap trio Migos puts out their sophomore LP, CULTURE, to kick the year off with one 

of the most popular and inf luential rap albums of 2017. The group provides hit af ter hit on the 
adlib-laced album, garnering buzz from their fans and contemporaries alike.

February
U.K. singer-songwriter Sampha emerges with a smooth, eerie debut album, Process. The 

project plays host to a variet y of airy synths, poetic lyrics and ref ined melodies. These f inely 
tuned sounds attracted a glut of crit ical acclaim and secured the artist a handful of awards. 

March
Minnesota emo band Remo Drive releases a well-structured collection of their best work so 

far. The LP includes cuts like “Yer Killin’ Me” and is sure to evoke your inner teenage angst . 
Remo Drive craf ts wit t y lyrics and dynamic instrumentation with this Greatest Hits, laying a 
foundation for future development of their current sound.

April
One of the most iconic albums of 2017 was Kendrick Lamar’s fourth studio album, DAMN. 

This project solidif ied Lamar as a consistent, dominant force in contemporary rap music and 
hinted at a possible sequel to the album in upcoming years. DAMN. is a powerful blend of his 
past projects; we can see hints of Section.80 and good kid, m.A.A .d City all over this project . 

May
Mac DeMarco releases one of his most thoughtful projects to date with This Old Dog, an album 

packed with somber yet lovely tunes. This project displays a deviation from Mac’s tradit ional 
st yle, exhibit ing a less poppy and more introspective f lair to its tracks. That ’s not to say that 
there aren’t familiar elements of the artist ’s st yle to be found in This Old Dog — you can still 
f ind that lovable, twangy guitar of his throughout the album.

June
Jumping right into the summer, Texas rap collective Brockhampton releases the f irst album 

of the Saturation trilogy. Saturation is quite possibly my favorite release of the year and proved 
the group to be a simultaneously experimental and accessible force in today’s music scene. 
Tracks like “Gold,” “Heat” and “Star” highlight the album’s quirky undertones and stunned the 
world with their unexpectedly phenomenal qualit y. 

July
Tyler, The Creator is back, this t ime with a slightly altered sound. Unlike the aura of some 

of his preceding projects like Goblin, Wolf and Cherry Bomb, his latest release, Flower Boy, is 
a whimsical joyride through the artist ’s illustrious mind. The record is packed with features 
from artists like A$AP Rocky, Kali Uchis, Rex Orange Count y and Frank Ocean, to name a few. 
With this self-produced release, Tyler continues to grow as an artist and display the breadth 
of his creative abilit ies. 

August
In August, Brockhampton released yet another project within a mere two-month span. 

Saturation II shares the same theme of Saturation with a slightly more ref ined sound. I would 
argue that this project is catchier than its predecessor, although there are certainly redeem-
able qualit ies to both. During the rollout of Saturation II, Brockhampton failed to drop a lack-
luster single. If you’re unfamiliar with the group, I would suggest starting with this project 
and then moving to Saturation. Tracks like “Gummy,” “Swamp” and “Queer” are sure to take you 
for a ride on a sonic rollercoaster.

September
Canadian dream pop act Alv vays released one of our favorite pop records this year. The 

vocals on Antisocialites are nothing but angelic. Lead vocalist Molly Rankin delivers track af ter 
track of sweet melodies to accompany the album’s delightful guitars. If you’re into indie pop 
with a dreamy accent, be sure to check out this album.

October
After leaving Def Jam Recordings, Big K.R .I .T. put out what is perhaps his strongest project , 

4eva Is a Mighty Long Time. This monstrous, 90-minute LP is both hard-hit t ing and full of lyri-
cal content, delivering a captivating narrative of Southern rap.

November
Angel Olsen’s Phases is a brooding look into the artist ’s personal life. This charmingly candid 

project presents heartbreaking ref lection of Olsen’s quest for love, and further illustrates her 
magnif icent songwriting.

December
N.E.R.D is slated to drop their forthcoming album, No_One Ever Really Dies, midway through 

December. The record will feature verses from artists such as Kendrick Lamar, Gucci Mane and 
André 3000. As of now, only one single from the project has been released; however, this track 
is an absolute banger. With a feature from Rihanna, the bubbly “Lemon” is a danceable return 
for N.E.R .D. 

From January to December, Artsweek reflects on pivotal albums from all 12 months of the year
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ON THE MENU

Marisa Ratchford
On the Menu Editor

As December begins and the quarter comes to 
an end, here at the Nexus we want to reflect on 
2017. While most of it may have seemed like a 
cruel joke or a nonsensical dream, one thing that 
can always be relied upon to seem right in the 
world is food. 

On The Menu went back in time through the 
depths of Pinterest, Instagram, Google search 
results and hipster food blogs to reveal the 
biggest food trends by month in 2017. In case 
you missed the hype or want to reflect on your 
culinary decisions, here is a compiled list of the 
most popular foods of the past year.

December 2016
Okay I know I just said that this list was trends 

of 2017 but let’s face it: A lot of rapid change 
happened after the November 2016 election, and 
with that being said I feel like our journey begins 
here with empanadas. The delicious savory 
pastry pockets come in a variety of flavors, 
making them adaptable to many different 
culinary backgrounds. Plenty of places have 
taken on the grab-and-go simplicity of these 
Latin treats and applied their own artisanal 
spin on them. Locally, you can pick some up at 
Tangonadas downtown. 

January 2017 
For anyone with any sort of appreciation of 

Vietnamese cuisine, you may be saying “what the 
pho” to this next pick. But for those unaware, this 
noodle dish and its aromatic broth blew up in a 
big way at the beginning of this year. Although 
it was an already trendy meal, there was an 
explosion of social media posts about at-home 
adaptations of the traditional dish in that first 
cold month of 2017. You can get your pho on 
at Saigon Noodle House near Kmart or in your 
backyard at Pho Bistro. 

February 2017 
Matcha is one of those things that I have 

been intimidated by. Hearing those perfectly 
put-together sorority girls order their matcha 
lattes while I grunt out an order for black iced 
coffee in my sweatpants and last night’s leftover 
eyeliner has made me as bitter as my drink. But 
matcha became a staple in coffee and tea houses 
this year. Not only is it super good for you, but 
it’s an aesthetically pleasing pale green. Pick up 
a matcha green tea latte at Caje to make you feel 
better about yourself for finals week. 

March 2017
Just a walk down the snack aisle at TJ’s will tell 

you that veggie chips are in. If it grew from the 
earth and is remotely considered vegan, then 
by God the manufacturers are going to thinly 
slice, fry and salt it so they can throw it in some 
packaging and tell you it’s a chip. And this year 
we ate it up, literally. Those “alternative chips” 
flew off the shelves with their peak season in 
March. Might I suggest a bag of the classic Inner 
Peas? They may be contested as a true to form 
“chip,” but, let’s be honest, if it isn’t a potato, is it 
really a chip? 

April 2017 
This year I think we were all desperate for 

a little escape from reality, and maybe that’s 
why we made everything look like a fucking 
unicorn. From lattes to cupcakes to god damn 
cream cheese on toast and popcorn. We slapped 
pastel pinks, purples, blues and edible glitter on 
anything that couldn’t run fast enough. While 
I appreciate the creativity, I’m not an advocate 
of consuming fictional beings and hope this 
trend stays in 2017. If you need one last magical 
meal, try the unicorn hot chocolate recipe from 
cookiesandcups.com 

May 2017
Isla Vista may have jumped on the band 

wagon late with this one by just opening up 
two poke restaurants in the last few months, 
but that is simply a testament to the popularity 
of the raw fish bowls. It seems as if this trend 
is here to stay and has already formed its own 
cult following and fusion adaptations. You’ll be 
seeing an exponential growth of the poke scene. 
Try out our two new Isla Vista poke stops at Poke 
Ceviche and PokiRito. 

June 2017 
Although tacos have stood the test of time and 

will likely always be popular, especially in our 
beautiful state of California, there has been a 
taco takeover in the culinary world, so to speak. 
It seems that one positive thing from this past 
election has been a need for awareness and a 
sense of unity amongst cultures and groups 
targeted by the executive branch. A Mexican 
classic that allows for variation and adaptations, 
the taco has become a staple in restaurants as 
humble as mom and pop’s to five-star culinary 
legends. To feel united with our cousins south 
of the border, try the famous Lily’s Tacos in the 
Kmart plaza, open every day except Tuesday. 

July 2017
This trend was one that I seemed to have 

missed entirely, although Pinterest sure didn’t. 
In case you were looking for an alternative 
barbecuing option, then jackfruit is your guy. 
Used as a substitute for pulled pork and other 
piggy plates, the hearty fruit definitely raises 
some eyebrows. Try this recipe for Kentucky-
fried jackfruit from theveglife.com 

August 2017
For years the green on the scene was kale, but 

that’s old news now. Many veg heads have opted 
for more aromatic and interesting greens. Those 
like mustard greens, arugula, watercress, chard 
and curly endive have hypnotized the masses 
with their nutritional benefits. Anything from 
green smoothies to salads, the health gods have 
spoken and kale just simply isn’t enough. Try 
Mesa Verde’s strawberry asparagus salad for 
your next dinner. 

September 2017 
Yes, I know avocado has consistently been a 

trend since idk, the early 2000s?? Yet here we 
are, just as mesmerized as ever by this creamy 
green fruit. The California Avocado Festival, 
which happens at the end of September or 
early October, doesn’t help us calm down much 
either, and so all month our Instagram feeds are 
filled with avocado roses, guacamole done 100 
different ways and of course every variation 
of avocado toast that has ever been thought of. 
Ever. So go ahead, get the guac, even though you 
know it’s extra; at least you’re on trend. 

October 2017
Another trend that simply skyrocketed was 

the grain bowl. Every natural food blog or weight 
loss enthusiast has posted about these nutritious 
build-your-own bowls. Starting with quinoa or 
brown rice and then a healthy mound of greens, 
fruits veggies, legumes and sometimes meat, 
these bowls are super customizable and easy 
meals for every appetite. Try the Quinoa Keen-
What? at Kyle’s Kitchen. 

November 2017
The latest trend has been a favorite of co-op 

queens and counter-culture kids for years, but 
has since become a mainstream staple. The 
fermented concoction is boasting probiotic 
benefits and pungent flavors, making it the new 
powerhouse potion for those looking to cleanse 
their inner chakras. Pick up a bottle of Health-
Ade Kombucha in pomegranate flavor at the Isla 
Vista Food Co-Op. 

#trends
Look back on the most popular food fads for every month of 2017

Photos 2,3,4,9,11,12 NICOLE WALLACE / DAILY NEXUS   Photos 6,7,10 JENNY LUO / DAILY NEXUS    Photos 1,5 NEXUS FILE PHOTO    Photo 8 Courtesy of wikimedia.org
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As the year comes to a close, Eggbert 
takes time to reflect on some of the advice 
he’s given over the course of 2017 and add 
any additional wisdom he’s picked up along 
the way.

FEBRUARY
Q: Hey, Eggbert. So the other day I 
crashed into my crush while riding my 
bike. We both got pretty scraped up. How 
can I ever talk to her again, let alone get 
her to like me?

A: Consistency is the key to any healthy and 
lasting relationship. Run her over again to 
show that you care.

Additional Wisdom: Ah, yes. I remember 
this. I stand by this comment, but the only 
thing I would suggest would perhaps be 
hitting her harder the second time. If you 
hit her just hard enough, you could have 
the opportunity to take her to Student 
Health or even a hospital without causing 
any lasting damage! At any rate, I hope this 
relationship turned out well.

APRIL
Q: I’ve heard of some pretty nasty shit 
that goes down at the dining commons. Is 
there a way to eat well on campus?

A: No. Look forward to the 15 pounds you 
will gain this fall. Perfect timing to keep 
you warm for the winter!

Additional Wisdom: Yes … this is true. Alas, 
I did not realize that this fate would befall 
me, too. In the months since I’ve given this 
advice, I’ve grown from a sprightly one-
foot-tall height to a grandiose six feet tall. 
From where I hail, I was large initially. Now 
… in this state … I could never show my face 
again on my home planet. Mostly because 
it’s so large that it would frighten my entire 
family to death. You freshman 15-ers have 
it easy. I suppose my advice now would be 
for you all to shut the hell up.

still APRIL
Q: Hey, so, I’m not really sure what this is, 
but my tour guide said I could send you 
questions about life at UCSB. So … is the 
party scene really all it’s hyped up to be? 
I’m a little concerned I won’t fit in because 
I don’t really like to go out.

A: Yes, UCSB is really all that it is hyped up to 
be, maybe even better. If you don’t like to go 
out, you won’t like it here. Try touring UCLA.

Additional Wisdom: UCLA is still boring. 
No amount of time nor wisdom shall ever 
change that. Next!

SUDDENLY november
Q: I totally procrastinated doing a really big 
paper for one of my upper-division English 
classes! What should I do, Eggbert?? Do 
you have any advice on how to get the 
creative juices flowing?

A: No. I am a naturally gifted writer and 
thus I never encounter any issues express-
ing myself with the written word. I have 
a particularly beautiful command of the 
English language, which is why I have taken 
up residency on this campus. If you don’t 
already possess this skill, I cannot make 
you any better. I would suggest you eat the 
pages of a good book, digest it in full, def-
ecate it, then turn that into your professor, 
since that’s as good as you’re going to get.

Additional Wisdom: I would formally like 
to apologize to all faculty, staff and the 
greater community for this one. I take full 
responsibility for the sudden and over-
whelming influx of “shit” on this campus, 
and I deeply regret it. We have all suffered. 

NOVEMBER again
Q: To what extent does Weber’s Protestant 
ethic apply to Karl Marx’s theories on capi-
talism in regards to modern free speech 
movements in private businesses?

A: Meow, meow meow Meow-Meow meow 
m e o w, meowmeowmeow. Meow mew, 
mew mew, meow meow meow. Meow.

Additional Wisdom: Meow, meow meow 
Meow-Meow meow m e o w, meowmeow-
meow. Meow meow, mew, mew mew Meow.

Eggbert the Alien is sincerely glad 2017 is 
almost fucking over.

Emily Anne Williams
Staff Writer

1. CONFIDENCE 
You’re ready to take on this hectic week, and you are 100 percent sure of 

your abilities. You promise yourself  you aren’t going to procrastinate and 
you even set up a reward system for when you’re feeling down.

2. DETERMINATION
You compile a kick-ass playlist for studying and even skip going out to 

focus on school. Your hands are numb from writing flashcards and turning 
pages, but you know it’ll be worth it in the long run. 

3. SELF-DOUBT
After probably failing your first final, you lose some confidence. You 

spend your time looking at other schools to transfer to, as well as different 
majors. You’ve done several calculations and realize that your GPA will 
never recover.

4. SADNESS
Your parents say they will no longer finance your education if you 

become a ceramics major at UC Davis. Your only option is to lie in bed all 
day eating chips and watching Netflix.

5. ANGER
You’re mad at yourself for not studying hard enough, your roommates 

for distracting you, your professors for making your life difficult and the 
world in general. 

6. DETERMINATION (again)
After throwing your little hissy fit, you’re ready to try again. You make the 

long trek to the library to study and pray to the gods that you pass.

7. DISAPPOINTMENT
During your review session you realize you’re screwed. You can’t believe 

that you haven’t learned anything all quarter.

8. ACCEPTANCE
You accept whatever is coming to you and promise to try harder next 

quarter.

9. COMPLACENCY
You finally quit pretending to study. You’ve decided to just go with the flow.

10. INTOXICATION
Now that all your finals are over with, you go out and get so wasted that 

you start to believe you actually did well, and you look forward to the next 
time you have an excuse to do this.

DAILY NEXUS ART & COMICS

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS 

10 STAGES OF EVERY
DAMN FINALS WEEKAsk Me, Your 

Friendly Local
EG G B E R T
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MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
The lights aren’t going to be the only 

thing blacking out in Isla Vista this week.

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

You’ve compulsively checked “What Do 
I Need on the Final?” about fifty times this 
week in what can only be called a form of 
archaic self-torture.

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

You go into office hours for the first 
time all quarter, and your TA does 
not recognize you. It may be time to 
consider a career in interior design.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

You decide to make “spiked hot cocoa” 
with your housemates. This concoction is 
comprised of approximately 10 percent hot 
cocoa, 90 percent Peppermint Schnapps.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

Coffee just isn’t doing it for you 
anymore this dead week. You consider 
eating a whole coffee plant, dirt 
and all, just for a little extra energy.

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

How Can Finals Be Real 
If Our Eyes Aren’t Real?

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

Your MCM browsed Amazon every 
day in lecture and  hit you up for 
your notes  3 days before the final.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

There are wild fires everywhere, D.P. 
is slowly crumbling into the ocean along 
with my GPA, but hey at least we have 
power.

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

Week 4: Have we reached a consensus 
on whether Juul jokes are still funny?

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

“I put a scarf over my face today because 
I’m dramatic.” These words will come 
to you in a fever dream.   Oh, and yeah, 
you’re gonna have a fever during finals. 

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

There is a giant cloud of smoke 
over I.V. and for once it isn’t your 
stoner roommates that caused it.

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20
I DO NOT SPEND MY HARD EARNED 

TUITION DOLLARS ON SUB 40 DEGREE 
WEATHER. I WANT A REFUND JANET.

Pulling Back the Red Curtain: Why 
Hollywood is Currently Outdated

Opinion Staff 

“Life imitates art far more than art imitates 
life”. Oscar Wilde coined this phrase in a 
discussion of how artists give meaning to the 
mundane, like fog in London, through their 
portrayals in paintings and poetry. However, 
what would happen if that art were sinister? 
If that art were to paint women as sexual 
objects and distill entire races and cultures 
to a few negative stereotypes? Currently the 
media, being produced by big companies in 
Hollywood, should be considered sinister 
in nature. The way that films and television 
are distorting the public perceptions of 
everything is not to be scoffed at. That is why 
proper representation is so important, and 
why campaigns like #OscarsSoWhite have 
gained so much traction. We have to strive for 
the right representation because life imitating 
art could have disastrous consequences if left 
unchecked.

Though minorities have always been 
underrepresented in popular media, the 
discussion surrounding diversity is especially 
salient in today’s political climate. Starting 
with a heightened awareness of institutional 
racism brought on by the #BlackLivesMatter 
campaign and continuing on into Trump’s 
presidency, race and identities are now at 
the forefront of national discourse. The past 
year has ushered in a wave of identity-centric 
policies like the immigration ban, the repeal 
of DACA, restrictions on birth control and the 
ban on transgender persons in the military. 
These pieces of legislation effectively place 
people into boxes and alter their life outcomes 
on a contingent basis depending on their 
identities.

Trump’s actions as president so far 
have been detrimental to the lives of many 
individuals. They have also had the unintended 
consequence of forcing white Americans to 
realize that a person’s successes and failures 
are largely defined by institutional factors, such 
as race, and are beyond the scope of individual 
control. White people who previously claimed 
that diversity doesn’t matter, that we should 
all just be color-blind, are now unable to deny 
the causal relationship between a person’s 
race and their chances of attaining success 
and happiness in this country.

This new awareness has provided an 
unprecedented opportunity for women and 
people of color to tell their stories to an 
audience who is finally paying attention.
Women have seen a boost in representation 
this year. Two of the top ten grossing films of 
the year, “Wonder Woman” and “Beauty and 
the Beast,” made a point to give more strength 
and agency to their female leads than the 
original films upon which they were based.

“Wonder Woman” specifically provides 

an example of the positive effects of female 
presence behind the scenes. Directed by Patty 
Jenkins, the movie that arrived in theaters this 
June was the tale of a strong, competent female 
protagonist who single-handedly ended World 
War II. Social media feeds blew up the weekend 
of its release, with countless women tweeting 
sentiments about finally knowing how it feels 
to see someone like them being portrayed as a 
badass superhero.

Shortly after the film was released, “Wonder 
Woman” encountered a second wave of buzz, 
this time over a leaked draft of a script for 
the movie which was completed in 2007 but 
ultimately died in the production phase. This 
script envisioned a very different movie than 
the one that would later air in 2017. It was 
centered around a male protagonist, and 
Wonder Woman herself was defeated and 
rescued by men several times throughout the 
movie.

The failed script was written by Joss 
Whedon, the renowned director of hit projects 

like “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and “The 
Avengers”. Whedon was set to direct the film 
as well and had his script been approved 
by Warner Brothers. If Whedon’s film had 
actually made it to theaters, audiences would 
have seen a very different movie. Under the 
guidance of Patty Jenkins, however, the final 
film portrayed Wonder Woman as a strong 
hero rather than merely a sexualized prop.

The over-sexualization of women is just one 
of a host of different problems. Hollywood has 
had a troubled history of whitewashing films. 
Whether it’s casting Gerard Butler to be a 
Pharaoh in Egypt or Scarlett Johansson to be 
a female Japanese android, Hollywood always 
seems to take the stories of different cultures 
without  casting people from those cultures.

 Here’s an example of just how grating this 
can be: imagine late 1800s Japan, a culture 
that is rapidly industrializing and at odds 
with its traditional values and new imported 
values. One of its most honored institutions, 
the samurai, is rapidly facing the prospect of 
becoming obsolete. The samurai face, quite 
possibly, the decimation of their way of life. 
Until the last samurai comes along and he is 
a weeaboo, played by Tom Cruise. Not only is 
it irritating, it is doubly insulting. It assumes 
that viewers are single-minded and would 
only be interested if a big name is attached to 
a movie, and it also suggests that actors from 
different cultures are inherently incapable 
next to their white counterparts.

Misrepresentation and underrepresentation 
are endemic in Hollywood. Amrou Al-Kadhi, 
a 26-year-old British-Arab actor, has been 
offered the role of a terrorist over 30 times in 
his acting career. People of East Asian descent 
are mischaracterized as well, with Thai actor 
Pun Bandhu stating “We’re the information 

givers. We’re the geeks. We’re the prostitutes. 
We’re so sick and tired of seeing ourselves 
in those roles.” They’re also incredibly 
underrepresented. Of the 100 leading films of 
2015, precisely zero had an Asian person with 
a leading role.

With the outing of Harvey Weinstein and 
many others as sexual predators, the power 
balance in Hollywood could be shifting. Films 
are moving toward inclusion. Just look at “Get 
Out,” a low-budget film featuring a storyline 
about racism that received a 99 percent  fresh 
rating on Rotten Tomatoes. Ultimately, a film is 
not obligated to be inclusive, just like a movie 
goer is not obligated to support that film by 
buying tickets. However, if you’re making a 
movie about a certain culture, doesn’t it make 
sense to hire actors and actresses who are a 
part of that culture? That would result in truly 
immersive cinematic experiences because 
the people performing are connected to the 
film, rather than just acting for a check. Give 
newer actors a shot, give ethnic actors a shot 
and stop hiring the same three white actors in 
every role.

The Opinion Staff wants movie production 
companies to be bold  and inclusive with their 
casting and movie plots.

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

The Opinion Staff takes a look at several long maligned issues that Hollywood has 
and how the art of cinema has suffered as a result.

This new 
awareness has 

provided an 
unprecedented 

opportunity 
for women and 
people of color 

to tell their 
stories to an 

audience who 
is finally paying 

attention.
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