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Board Speaks on 
Safety Concerns  
Jose Ochoa 
County News Editor
 

The Isla Vista Community 
Services District (CSD) held a town 
hall to discuss public safety this 
Tuesday, the first of its kind since 
the district was established.

During the meeting, attendees 
raised the possibility of creating a 
civilian review board and improving 
transparency in law enforcement’s 
crime reporting.

Over 40 people were in attendance 
at Tuesday’s meeting, with several 
people voicing their concerns about 
the way law enforcement deals with 
cases.

The town hall began with a 
description of the CSD and its 
powers. Assembly Bill 3 (AB 3), the 
bill that established the I.V. CSD, 
allows the district to provide eight 
specific services, including the 
ability to “contract” with the county 
and the UC Regents for “additional 
police protection services.”

The CSD’s board is looking to 
exercise that power to improve 
public safety, as the amount of 
reported sexual assaults reached 48 
this previous year.

Members of the public took 
issue with the way law enforcement 
distributes information about 
crimes. During public comment, 
many said they were worried some 
crimes were not being reported in UC 
Police Department (UCPD) timely 
warnings or in the Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff ’s Office (SBSO) press 
releases.

I.V. Recreation & Park District 
(IVRPD) board member Daniel 
Torres began the public comment 
with concerns about the way law 
enforcement chooses to distribute 
information.

Torres alluded to a crime 
reported by SBSO in April, when 
two male subjects allegedly 
assaulted a 28-year-old man after 
making comments about his sexual 
orientation. The event occurred on 
Sunday of UC Santa Barbara’s pride 
week, and while SBSO investigated 

the incident as a hate crime, it did 
not release a statement immediately.

Torres said he wished to see 
more transparency from local law 
enforcement.

“When you are a part of these 
communities and people in your 
community are physically getting 
assaulted because of their identity, 
that’s something people need to 
know about ASAP,” Torres said.

I.V. resident Andrew Pragin 
expressed his own concern over why 
he did not receive a timely warning 
email from UCPD about a stabbing 
this weekend, which UCPD Chief of 
Police Dustin Olson addressed by 
saying the department does not send 
timely warnings for every incident 
in I.V.

Olson said not all incidents are 
handled by UCPD because its main 
jurisdiction is the UC Santa Barbara 
campus and it is not responsible for 
patrolling all of the I.V. area. UCPD 
has a crime log on its website of 
all the incidents the department 
responds to, he said.

Photos of McNair scholars line the walls of the scholarship program’s trailer next to the UCSB bus loop. UCSB first began the McNair program in 2007, 
and since then it has propelled over 50 students to masters and Ph.D. programs. President Trump’s budget proposes to cut the program altogether. 
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McNair Program Could Be Slashed
Supriya Yelimeli
Editor in Chief
 

President Donald Trump’s education budget released 
on May 23 calls for a $9.2 billion rollback in spending for 
several educational programs. Among them, the McNair 
Scholars Program may face the steepest cuts. 

The McNair Post Baccalaureate Achievement is a 
federal scholarship offered to first-generation, low-
income students or those who belong to underrepresented 
minorities in the United States. By pushing these 
students toward doctoral degrees, the program hopes to 
diversify faculty in universities across the country. 

UC Santa Barbara began the McNair program in 
2007, and it has since guided over 50 students to masters 
and Ph.D. programs. Though UCSB houses a smaller 
department than other universities, current and former 
McNair scholars say their education would have been 
impossible without it.  

Jamelia Harris, a first-year doctoral student at 
UC Los Angeles, graduated from UCSB last year with 

the university’s highest honors — the Thomas More 
Storke Award. She began her first year at UCSB as a 
biochemistry major, but she said the McNair program 
guided her to understand the impact of research as a 
social scientist. 

“Ph.D.s are nonexistent in my network of family 
members and friends,” Harris said. Growing up in a 
predominantly black, low-resource community in 
Compton, Calif., she said she was always “trapped” into 
higher level courses. 

Her experiences, and those of her family, led her to 
pursue research in segregated education opportunities 
within the same community. She now focuses on black 
females’ vulnerabilities to policing and discrimination 
in schooling. 

“I haven’t met a single student of color in a Ph.D. 
program that came here directly from undergraduate 
study without support from the McNair program,” she 
said. “It speaks volumes to the level of support that 
McNair offers for many of us that are first-generation 

Trump 
Budget 
a Threat 
to Grant
Phi Do
Asst. News Editor
 

Santa Barbara County could 
lose more than a million dollars in 
annual federal funding following 
President Donald Trump’s first 
full budget proposal for the 2018 
fiscal year. 

The budget proposal allo-
cates $40.7 billion to the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), a 
13.2 percent decrease from 2017. 
Part of this cut will eliminate the 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program, which 
funds affordable housing and 
infrastructure improvements. 

According to HUD, the CDBG 
program aims to provide “decent 
housing,” a suitable living envi-
ronment and expand economic 
opportunities for low- and mod-
erate-income persons.

Cutting the program will save 
nearly $3 billion, according to a 
supplemental document from the 
administration.

“The program is not well-tar-
geted to the poorest populations 
and has not demonstrated a mea-
surable impact on communities,” 
the document reads. 

Since 2012, the HUD has 
awarded the county over a million 
dollars each year to fund projects 
such as improving infrastructure 
to include more Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible 
paths, offering food and shelter 
to vulnerable individuals and pro-
viding support services to chil-
dren and families.  

Approximately $1.5 million is 
allocated to the county each year, 
with the exception of fiscal year 
2016-17.

The following chart shows the 
amount of funding the county has 
received in the past five years. The 
data was compiled from annual 
Action Plans from the county’s 
Community Services Department. 

ROTC Cadets Climb Mt. Whitney in Under 15 Hrs
Megan Miniero 
Senior Staff Writer

 
While throngs of students echoed the lyrics to 

Schoolboy Q’s “Collard Greens” in the sunny haze of 
Extravaganza, a group of Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC) cadets were headed back to Isla Vista after 
accomplishing an impressive feat: climbing the highest 
mountain in the lower 48 states in under 15 hours.

Sixteen UC Santa Barbara students set out in the 
early morning hours of May 21 to climb Mount Whitney 
in just a single day, conquering the 14,505-foot peak 
located in Sequoia National Park. The group had no 
high-altitude training and no previous experience hik-
ing the summit.

The climbers woke up the day of the climb at 2 a.m. to 
begin the ascent by 3 a.m. They summited the mountain 
by 11:30 a.m., taking a one-hour break at the crest and 
then continuing down the mountain to reach the base at 
approximately 5:30 p.m. By midnight they arrived back 
in I.V., and many cadets attended class the following day.

The excursion was incorporated into the ROTC prep-
aration for the Ranger Challenge competition in Fall 
Quarter, during which 11 UCSB ROTC cadets compete as 
a team in a series of military skills events against teams 
of cadets from other universities around the country.

ROTC cadets Dominique Chan, third-year global 
studies major, and Theo Vance, second-year communica-
tion major and a team captain who helped organize the 
climb, both described the ascent to Mt. Whitney’s peak 
as a mental and physical test that rivaled anything they 
have experienced in their cadet training.

The typical hiker will take two days to make the 
climb, camping overnight at 10,000 to 12,000 feet to 
acclimate to the elevation and then summit the moun-
tain the following day. 

Both Chan and Vance agreed, however, that the one-
On the morning of May 21, 16 cadets from the UCSB Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) set out to conquer all 14,505 
feet of Mt. Whitney, the highest peak in the lower 48 states, in one day. Typical hikers take at least two days to make the climb. 

Courtesy of Dominique Chan 
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ACROSS
1 Condiment often

mixed with soy
sauce

7 Cowboys-and-
Indians toys

14 Help,
metaphorically

15 Scrape together
16 Bobby __: ’40s-

’50s adolescent
girls

17 Teen dieter’s
target, perhaps

18 “Stop right there!”
19 Classic pop
21 Start of a

personal trainer’s
motto

22 ASCAP
competitor

24 Phrase from one
who sees

27 __-wop music
28 Song of

thanksgiving
30 Workaholic’s

personality
pattern

31 Talk on the
street?

32 Zoom
33 Santa’s laughs
36 And the following,

in a bibliog.
37 James Bond’s

outfit
38 Given to gloom
40 Spot for a snooze
41 Asian soup

noodle
43 Trump’s “The __

the Deal”
44 Vex supremely
46 Guggenheim

Museum Bilbao
architect

47 OPEC measure
50 Campfire treat
51 Dogfish Head

product
52 Sought-after

group
54 Courtroom cry
56 “That’s the spot!”
59 Watchman
62 Much-anticipated

time
64 Like Little League

World Series
qualifying games

65 Dealer’s demand
66 One who decks

the halls, say

67 Tachometer part

DOWN
1 Household chore
2 Healthy smoothie

ingredient
3 2000 Ben

Kingsley crime
drama

4 __-appropriate
5 “Who shot J.R.?”

e.g.
6 __ dixit:

unfounded claim
7 Hosp. area for

heart patients
8 Alsatian dadaist
9 People, for one

10 Male people
11 Needing

nourishment
12 Marsh of

mysteries
13 Squabble
15 Piquant sushi

choice
20 Google success
23 Hair very

apparent?
25 Zenith
26 Field for a fold
28 Infinitesimal

division of a min.
29 Middle harmony

part

33 Easily angered, or
what the answers
to 3-, 5-, 9- and
15-Down appear
to be?

34 Stink
35 “Ghost Hunters”

network
37 Dog in Kansas
39 Sports analyst

Hershiser
42 River project
45 Mystery writer

Josephine

47 Iraqi seaport
48 Go through the

page
49 Techspeak, e.g.
53 Cup-a-Soup

direction
55 Abba of Israel
57 Lug
58 Publicist’s job
60 L.A.-to-Helena

dir.
61 Kernel holder
63 Merged comm.

giant

By Julian Lim
(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/08/12
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Thursday, March 8, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO SATURDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman is a genderless, ageless and 

generally emotionless enigma, but even ze feels a hint of 
disappointment whenever Katy Perry manages to claw 
her irrelevant self back into pop culture.

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Britney instead? Please? 
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CLASSIFIEDS
Restaurants
Server
     We are looking for the right 
genuine server,  wine knowledge a 
plus, for our dynamite team.
 We are energetic breakfast, busy 
lunches great happy hour and in 

house desserts. Stop by Andersens 
1106 State st. Santa Barbara or 
e-mail your resume
Email andersenssantabarbara@
gmail.com
www.andersenssantabarbara.com
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“

As the 2016-2017 academic year ends, 
we honor those UCSB students who 

passed away this year.

Samuel Ira Boldissar
1991 - 2017

Marissa Hurtado Chavez
1995 - 2016

Ismael Hernandez
1991 - 2017

Anthony Jiaqian Tsang
1993 - 2017

Christina Renee Lim
1995 - 2017

Weiwei “Linka” Liu
1996 - 2017

Parker James Williams
1997 - 2017

Staff Report 

CATALYST LAUNCH PARTY
Issue XI of the Catalyst magazine will be launching this Thursday at 

Coffee Collaborative. The event will be from 6-8 p.m. Anyone can stop 
by to get a free copy of the Isla Vista-themed edition. There will also be 
live music, poetry readings, craft sales and snacks. 

 
SMOG OF THE SEA

Interested in learning more about the wonders of the sea? Take 
a break from studying on Thursday and head over to the I.V. Food 
Cooperative at 8 p.m. to see a free screening of “The Smog of the Sea,” 
a documentary about a research expedition through the Sargasso 
Sea. The film follows an unconventional group of surfers, musicians, 
a spearfisher and a bodysurfer as they take a look at the amount of 
plastic in the ocean. There will be a raff le after the film. 

 
OPEN MARKET

The Isla Vista Open Market from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday in Little 
Acorn Park will provide students with a place to buy or sell clothes, 
electronics and even student-made goods like clothing and artwork. 
Those interested in participating as vendors at the market should 
contact the event planner, Senga Park. Vendors must pay a vendor fee 
of $10, which will go toward the $200 park rental fee. 

 
TO SPEAK FOR THE TREES

Your Children’s Trees will be planting and maintaining a coastal 
oak forest at Coal Oil Point Reserve from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday. 
Organizers advise that interested volunteers bring water and sun 
protection and wear closed-toe shoes and long pants they don’t 
mind getting dirty. Biking to the reserve is also recommended. Your 
Children’s Trees is a student-run organization that hopes to create a 
healthier ecosystem by planting trees.

 
THAT’S SO FETCH

Attention all Isla Vista pet owners: on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at People’s Park, C.A.R.E.4Paws and the UCSB Associated Students 
are hosting a low-cost pet vaccine clinic. Owners can keep their pets 
up-to-date with their vaccinations, f lea medication and deworming 
treatment for $10 each. Owners can also buy dog licenses through 
Project PetSafe and sign their pet up for a free spay or neuter with 
C.A.R.E.4Paws. Services are first-come, first-served. 

 
DIY GARDENING 

The I.V. Food Co-op is having a home gardening workshop this 
Sunday from 1-3 p.m. Participants can make their own sauerkraut in a 
jar and learn about home gardening, including what to plant when and 
how to compost at home. There will be a $100 raff le giving away a home 
composting system.

 
SOLARBRATION

This Sunday from 3-5 p.m., the I.V. Food Co-op will be celebrating 
officially becoming one-third solar powered and having 100 solar 
panels. There will be snacks, music, raff les and a peek at the solar 
panels themselves. There will be an official ribbon-cutting ceremony 
and solar panel experts as guest speakers.

 
MEATLESS SUNDAY

A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food 
5 p.m. Sunday at Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Café). Food Not 
Bombs is a large organization that spans the country and is a form 
of “ franchise activism.” They believe that corporate and government 
priorities are skewed and allow hunger despite the abundance of food 
and food waste. Those interested in cooking for Sunday can email 
organizers at foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. The dinner is regularly 
held every Sunday.

Dela Cruz Receives Storke Award

The Goings-On 
in I.V. This Week

Josh Ortiz
News Editor
 

Paola Dela Cruz was once considered an “at 
risk” youth, and she was nearly expelled from 
her Compton high school. She often got in fights, 
both verbal and physical, routinely showed up 
late to class and failed to turn in homework 
assignments.

After her high school Spanish teacher took 
an interest in her, however, Dela Cruz ended up 
graduating from high school as an honors student 
and student body president. 

Now, four years later, she will be graduating 
UC Santa Barbara with a bachelor’s degree in 
history of public policy and the Thomas More 
Storke Award, the highest honor at the university.

“I am a real life example of second opportunities 
and believing in the potential of kids despite what 
is happening around them,” she said. 

Dela Cruz tells people with pride that she is 
from Compton. She sees a great deal of similarity 
between Compton and Isla Vista, especially in the 
negative narratives that have come out of both 
communities. 

Compton’s reputation of crime and violence 
had, for a long time, kept her from sharing about 
her hometown. It was during her time at UCSB, 
however, that she learned to embrace Compton 
and to take pride in the “solidarity between black 
and brown people” there.

Dela Cruz was just a freshman during the 
Deltopia riots and the Isla Vista shooting of May 
23, 2014, which both occurred within a month 
of each other. The news coverage portrayed I.V. 

with a lot of “negativity,” she said, and she began 
to see the same narrative come out of I.V. as with 
Compton. 

From then on, Dela Cruz set out to make 
known the positive aspects of Isla Vista: its 
“wonderful” parks and the children and families 
that live here alongside college students.

Dela Cruz was elected as an Associated 
Students (A.S.) senator in 2014 and sworn in 
days before the shooting. Later that year she won 
election as a board director with the Isla Vista 
Recreation & Park District (IVRPD), which was, 

at the time, the only government agency in I.V.
Having served a year with IVRPD and A.S. 

Senate, Dela Cruz sought election as the A.S. 
external vice president of local affairs (EVPLA). 

As EVPLA, she created the Beloved 
Community Conference, an annual meeting for 
Isla Vista residents to voice their experiences 
and concerns. 

However, her term was characterized largely 
by her outreach to I.V.’s Latinx families, which 
she said exist behind a “barrier” beyond the 
community of college students in Isla Vista.

“It’s not about, ‘These poor families; they 
need our help.’ It’s not about that. It’s about, 
‘How can we work together and help together?’” 
she said. “Let’s just talk. We’re friends, we’re just 
‘gente,’ we’re ‘raza.’ Let’s just get together and 
talk.” 

The Storke Award recipient is selected by a 
committee appointed and chaired by Margaret 
Klawunn, the vice chancellor of student affairs. 

The committee looks for graduating seniors 
who have demonstrated outstanding scholarship 
and extraordinary service to the university 
and its students. Katya Armistead, dean of the 
Office of Student Life, said the recipient must 
demonstrate courage, persistence, achievement 
and a GPA of 3.5 or above.

“[Dela Cruz] leads with her heart, but she’s 
also brilliant. That combination, when you see 
it in someone, it’s pretty rare,” Professor Rick 
Benjamin, one of several faculty and staff to 
nominate Dela Cruz for the Storke Award, said.

Pegeen Soutar, the chair of the IVRPD board, 

Fourth-year history of public policy major Paola Dela Cruz was notified over a week ago that she won the Storke Award through a 
personal phone call from Chancellor Henry T. Yang. The Storke Award is the highest accolade a student can receive at UCSB.
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[Dela Cruz] leads 
with her heart, but 
she’s also brilliant. 
That combination, 
when you see it in 
someone, is really 
rare.

“

”- RICK BENJAMIN

college students.”
Though McNair has guided several students from their second 

undergraduate year to a Ph.D., the White House believes its progress is 
inefficient. In an off-camera briefing on May 22, the Office of Management 
and Budget Director, Mick Mulvaney, said the McNair program had not 
accomplished its objectives. 

“The last time the Department of Education looked at this, it was 6 percent 
effective — 6 percent,” Mulvaney said.  “I can’t do that anymore.  We can’t do 
that anymore.  We cannot defend programs like that — 6 percent just doesn’t 
cut it.”

Beth Schneider, UCSB McNair program chair, said Mulvaney’s statement 
lacks context. 

Approximately 1 percent of undergraduates graduating in 2005 earned their 
doctorate by 2015, according to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 
comparison, Schneider said, a 6 percent doctorate rate for McNair scholars is a 
vast improvement. 

Still, the U.S. Department of Education (D.O.E.) report says “McNair is a 
high cost per-participant program that serves relatively few students.” There is 
limited evidence of effectiveness for both of these programs,” the report reads. 

The D.O.E. currently allows McNair scholars 10 years to complete their 
Ph.D. Each university records and submits its own data, but according to 
McNair supporters, the D.O.E. has not consolidated this data properly. As a 
result, the D.O.E. report used possibly outdated information spanning from 
1989 to 2000.

Schneider said the D.O.E. study does not match trends at UCSB, where each 
cohort since 2007 has either surpassed the 6 percent doctorate rate or is well on 
its way to meeting this percentage.  

STORKE p.7
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Award winners, their families, and interested faculty and staff are invited to join Chancellor Yang and Mrs. Yang for the University Awards Ceremony and Reception at the University Center Corwin Pavilion on Friday, June 16, 2017, from 3:30 to 6 p.m.

The university community joins together to give praise and thanks to those 
graduates who have demonstrated excellence during their years here.

The Thomas More Storke Award for Excellence, 
symbolized by a bronze medal forged by Francis Minturn Sedgwick, is given to the graduating  senior who has demonstrated

outstanding scholarship and extraordinary service to the university, its students, and the community. This year this distinction is awarded to:

Paola Dela Cruz-Perez

❈❈❈
The following seniors and graduate students have been selected as recipients of this year’s

University Service Award
given in recognition of unselfish and dedicated service to the University, its students, and the community.

❈❈❈

The Jeremy D. Friedman Memorial Award
is presented in grateful recognition of outstanding leadership, scholastic excellence, and innovative contribution to student and community life 

at the University of California, Santa Barbara, in memory of Jeremy D. Friedman, undergraduate 1979-83. This year’s recipient is:

Kelli L. Forman

❈❈❈

Vice Chancellor’s Award for Scholarship, Leadership, and Citizenship
This award is presented annually to one or more graduating seniors and graduate students who embrace the principles of scholarship, leadership, and citizenship — 

through activities that enhance UCSB’s academic environment, contributions to a consequential project, or extraordinary service to the campus community.
This year’s awardees are:

❈❈❈

Alyce Marita Whitted Memorial Award
This award, established in 1993, is presented to one non-traditional graduating senior who has demonstrated 

 endurance, persistence, and courage in the face of extraordinary challenges while in pursuit of an academic degree. This year’s recipient is:

Felipe O. Infante

❈❈❈

Mortar Board Award
The Mortar Board Award is given each year in recognition of the graduating senior having the highest cumulative grade point average in the graduating class, 

 combined with the fewest number of transfer units. This year’s recipient is to be announced at the ceremony.

❈❈❈

Below are listed those students who are receiving the 

University Award of Distinction
given to seniors and graduate students who have contributed greatly to the quality of life by giving unselfish service to others within a particular area.

Tammy Tosin Adereti
Olubukayo S. Akinyemi

Jenna M. Anderson
Adam Brunmeier

Courtney A. Cabansag
John D. Espinosa

Bernardo Celis Garcia
Austin Michael J. Hechler
Gema P. Hernández Nava

Joshua S. Hudson
Sylvester E. Ikpa

Mika Emily Kawakami
Bridget Kyeremateng

Patricia A. Martin
Joselyne D. MatamorosValerin

Alejandra Melgoza

Monique E. Plummer
Marina S. Quintanilla

Alijah M. Rivera
Nora G. Rosales Soto
Cori L. Sainte Marie

Amanda M. Small
Olivia N. Solomon
Nicholas C. Turton
Madison Villanueva
Kirsten S. Warnke

Tiffany Y. Yeh

Joren G. Adams
Katia M. Ambrocio Villa
Sophia M. Barkhudarova

Marilyn I. Becerra
Kianna J. Bowers

Kevin Robert Card
Ali Chen

Sara A. Cratsenburg
Kyle Brendan Crocco

Kevin Dervishi
Alexa Rae Dickinson
Madeline K. Dippel

Megan M. Dixon

Allyson R. Gonzalez
Jia Gu

Lois Harmon
Benjamin S. Haslund-Gourley

Jessica A. Hauck
Alexander D. Hunter

Johann S. Koehle
Steven Oliver Kwok

Kendra N. Lee
Manuel Luna

Anastasia McCammon
Alexandra Josephine Meallet

Ashcon Minoiefar
Lena M. Neuner
Maria L. Ragusa
Eric L. Swenson

Melinda Weisberger
Sarah M. Wilson

Robert George Wolfe

Damaris Adame
Luis A. Becerril

James A. Campos
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❈❈❈

Yonie Harris Award for Civility in Public Discourse
is presented to graduates who best exemplify the principles of free speech and respectful dialogue and who foster a campus climate of civility and open-mindedness.

Alejandra Martinez-Ramos
❈❈❈

Michael D. Young Engaged Scholar Award
This award recognized the legacy of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Emeritus, Michael D. Young, particularly his commitment to empowering students toward 

principled leadership. It is awarded to students who have skillfully integrated their scholarly knowledge and/or values into action.

Saxon Cropper-Sykes & Haley C. Ferrera
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WHITNEY 

day climb made for a more rewarding endeavor, with more notable bragging 
rights.

“I have never done something that gnarly before. I knew it would be 
hard. I didn’t realize it was going to be that hard,” Vance said. “But it was 
the comradery of it. ROTC kids are kind of tough by necessity. So just know-
ing that you’re not the only one being pushed, that you’re all in it together, 
and you start as a team, and you finish as a team.”

Chan said the climb was definitely harder than she had anticipated. 
Though many cadets had taken Diamox prior to reaching Mt. Whitney, a 
diuretic that reduces the symptoms of altitude sickness, the elevation was 
by far the most difficult aspect to overcome and caused extreme shortness 
of breath and painful headaches throughout the group.

“Reaching those heights in one day really starts to get at you,” Chan said. 
“[Elevation] really is the great equalizer and it’s quite humbling, actually ... There’s 
still that kind of varying level of fitness, but I think it’s interesting that the most 
fit cadet was struggling, relatively, as much as the least fit person who went up to 
Mt. Whitney.”

Vance said the cadets were told this was likely one of the most challenging times 
in the last 10 years to make the climb because of heavy snowfall this past winter.

“The trail normally takes you on this marked path that has a railing and all this 
stuff. That was about 10 feet below us, apparently, from all the snow,” Vance said. 

He added that the use of ice axes and crampons, traction devices attached to 
footwear for improved stability, were “absolutely vital” because the path was dif-
ficult to navigate.

Vance said the warm weather made for a beautiful day to climb but also 

increased the difficulty of the ascent.
“[The snow] was very soft, very sludgy, and that’s very dangerous on this por-

tion called the chute, which is kind of the steepest part,” Vance said.
The cadets made the climb up the snow chute, an area directly between the 

switchbacks and face of the mountain, in approximately an hour and a half with 
the help of their snow equipment.

“It’s just straight absolute uphill, and you are just ice-axing it the entire way 
and using your crampons,” Vance said. “Even with that, you’re slipping and sliding 
sometimes, and you lose your footing.”

“Without the crampons, we could have fallen to our death, basically, or rolled 
down, tumbled down,” Chan added.

Vance said being comfortable with the ice equipment became critical on the 
descent down the snow chute, a 60-degree downhill that measures approximately 
1,500 feet.

“The chute, because it was so steep, there’s no way to get back down,” Vance 
said. “So it took us about an hour and a half, hour and 40 to get up, and for me 
personally it took about 35 seconds to get down.”

The cadets trekked through varied terrain throughout the day, with changes in 
environment coming quickly with little warning.

“When you’re coming up, it’s just kind of mountain wilderness,” Vance said. 
“Then eventually, out of nowhere, it just turns into snowy woods ... The higher you 
get it just becomes more and more just kind of rocks and boulders and just snow. 
Then, once you get past the chute, it’s just all mountain range. Once you’re up at 
the steep portion, you go behind this ridgeline, and pretty much there you can see 
just for miles, just mountain tops.”

“At that point you’re going single file, so you get to the hardest part, and then 
single file, you’re hugging the side of a mountain,” Chan added. “That’s like 13,000 
feet, so the last part is only a thousand-foot climb, but it’s just, like, two more miles 
of just making your way up there.”

Vance said while the snow made the journey more challenging, it also added to 
the beauty of the scenery.

“You can see just mountain ranges on mountain ranges and you can see the 
lakes and rivers and stuff, but they’re frozen over,” Vance said. “It’s kind of inter-
esting to see the different tints of snow because you can pick out different land-
marks, but it’s still just all snow. It’s really beautiful.”

Cadets who wanted to make the climb trained throughout Spring Quarter at 
5:30 a.m. three days a week for an hour prior to their required ROTC workouts at 
6:30 a.m. The group also met Wednesday nights for skills training, for a total of 
four additional hours of training a week.

“The team that wanted to come out, we had tryouts, and kind of the incen-
tive for them to work hard this quarter was that at the end we would climb Mt. 
Whitney,” Vance said. “The training was kind of geared around getting people in 
shape for Ranger Challenge and teaching them stuff that they would need to know 
but also to prepare for Whitey as well.”

Both Chan and Vance said they packed only granola bars and water to sustain 
themselves through the climb.

“I had probably a 25-pound pack and half of it was probably water. I didn’t end 
up drinking all of it, but it was important that some people brought more for the 
people that brought less because a lot of people ran out along the way,” Vance said.

For the full story, see dailynexus.com.
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Award winners, their families, and interested faculty and staff are invited to join Chancellor Yang and Mrs. Yang for the University Awards Ceremony and Reception at the University Center Corwin Pavilion on Friday, June 16, 2017, from 3:30 to 6 p.m.

The university community joins together to give praise and thanks to those 
graduates who have demonstrated excellence during their years here.

The Thomas More Storke Award for Excellence, 
symbolized by a bronze medal forged by Francis Minturn Sedgwick, is given to the graduating  senior who has demonstrated

outstanding scholarship and extraordinary service to the university, its students, and the community. This year this distinction is awarded to:

Paola Dela Cruz-Perez

❈❈❈
The following seniors and graduate students have been selected as recipients of this year’s

University Service Award
given in recognition of unselfish and dedicated service to the University, its students, and the community.

❈❈❈

The Jeremy D. Friedman Memorial Award
is presented in grateful recognition of outstanding leadership, scholastic excellence, and innovative contribution to student and community life 

at the University of California, Santa Barbara, in memory of Jeremy D. Friedman, undergraduate 1979-83. This year’s recipient is:

Kelli L. Forman

❈❈❈

Vice Chancellor’s Award for Scholarship, Leadership, and Citizenship
This award is presented annually to one or more graduating seniors and graduate students who embrace the principles of scholarship, leadership, and citizenship — 

through activities that enhance UCSB’s academic environment, contributions to a consequential project, or extraordinary service to the campus community.
This year’s awardees are:

❈❈❈

Alyce Marita Whitted Memorial Award
This award, established in 1993, is presented to one non-traditional graduating senior who has demonstrated 

 endurance, persistence, and courage in the face of extraordinary challenges while in pursuit of an academic degree. This year’s recipient is:

Felipe O. Infante

❈❈❈

Mortar Board Award
The Mortar Board Award is given each year in recognition of the graduating senior having the highest cumulative grade point average in the graduating class, 

 combined with the fewest number of transfer units. This year’s recipient is to be announced at the ceremony.

❈❈❈

Below are listed those students who are receiving the 

University Award of Distinction
given to seniors and graduate students who have contributed greatly to the quality of life by giving unselfish service to others within a particular area.

Tammy Tosin Adereti
Olubukayo S. Akinyemi

Jenna M. Anderson
Adam Brunmeier

Courtney A. Cabansag
John D. Espinosa

Bernardo Celis Garcia
Austin Michael J. Hechler
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Mika Emily Kawakami
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Alejandra Melgoza

Monique E. Plummer
Marina S. Quintanilla

Alijah M. Rivera
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Cori L. Sainte Marie

Amanda M. Small
Olivia N. Solomon
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This award recognized the legacy of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Emeritus, Michael D. Young, particularly his commitment to empowering students toward 

principled leadership. It is awarded to students who have skillfully integrated their scholarly knowledge and/or values into action.
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This year, one of the CDBG recipients included the Isla Vista 
Youth Projects, which used the awards to help purchase its operating 
building — the Isla Vista Children’s Center. The project’s executive 
director, LuAnn Miller, said the facility serves an average of 100 
children per year. 

Miller said 90 percent of those children are from low-income 
families, enabling parents to work and attend school to support 
their families. 

“Our campaign [to purchase the building] raised $1.2 million 
to accomplish this feat, thus ensuring the youngest residents of 
Isla Vista/Goleta will receive early care and education in our fully 
day, year found nationally accredited program,” Miller said in an 
email.

The Santa Barbara Rape Crisis Center, another recipient of the 
CDBG, applied for funding to increase awareness about sexual 
assault and reach out to parts of the Isla Vista community not 
usually serviced through UC Santa Barbara, according to Program 
Director Idalia Gomez. 

“Although there are great services at UCSB, City College stu-
dents, Latino families and Spanish-speaking community mem-
bers don’t often access services through the university,” Gomez 
said. “So we wanted to ensure that through this program that 
they would be able to have access to very similar services but 
through the community.”     

Gomez said the county recently recommended that the center 
receive CDBG funding for the upcoming year, but after learning 
that the grant may not go through, such accommodations were 
placed on hold.

“At this point, we’re not sure if those recommendations will 
move forward in the future, but on our side we continue to work 

to ensure that our services are available to the greater community 
of Santa Barbara,” Gomez said. 

Leah Gonzales, program manager of Women’s Economic 
Ventures (WEV), said for a number of years WEV has been 
awarded CDBG funds for business planning classes that aim to 
help low-income women launch or expand their business. 

When she learned about the proposed cuts to the program, she 
said she was “cautiously optimistic” it would not pass due to the 
amount of people affected in local communities. 

“Probably the average person may not understand or have 
heard of the CDBG grant,” Gonzales said. “But we have launched 
our own advocacy efforts to really help educate the community 
on how important and how integral these funds are to the many 
nonprofit organizations, especially in Santa Barbara County, that 
depend on it.” 

In mid-April WEV participated in a #Fight4CDBG press con-
ference, organized by the Santa Barbara Mayor, Helene Schenider, 
and attended by Congressman Salud Carbajal and Rob Fredericks, 
the executive director of the Housing Authority of the City of 
Santa Barbara.

Gonzales said while advocacy efforts helped pass a resolution 
that maintained or increased funding for CDBG, it will only be 
active until Sept. 30.

She said she hopes the public will become more informed 
about the grant and call elected representatives to increase fund-
ing for it rather than decrease or eliminate it.

“It’s a surprising plan [the proposed federal budget], given how 
many people it impacts at local levels, but we hope that the com-
munity and the elected officials will listen to their constituents 
and help support the continuation of CDBG funds,” she said.  

Projects Proposed for 
2016-17 Program Year

2016-2017

$1,074,934

2015-2016

$1,584,252

2014-2015

$1,511,673

2013-2014

$1,553,214

2012-2013

$1,553,214

Continued from p.1
CDBG

Above is Sabado Tarde Road, the site of a project currently underway to construct an Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible sidewalk, which received CDBG funding for 2016-2017.

PEI CHIAO LIN / DAILY NEXUS 

GRACE CLARK / DAILY NEXUS 
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“I think some of the 
misunderstanding is that the UCPD 
or the campus has this overarching 
obligation to send out timely warning 
to the I.V. community, and that’s not 
always the case,” Olson said.

In reference to the stabbing, Olson 
said since there were arrests made and 
there was no more “ongoing risk” to 
the public, an additional alert is not 
recommended.

“They would frown on us just 
sending out the alerts under those 
circumstances,” Olson said.

While Olson said additional alerts 
in these cases are excessive, members 
of the public express a desire to know 
more about the process that their cases 
go through after they are reported to 
the police.

External Vice President of Local 
Affairs (EVPLA) Batsheva Stoll 
echoed other speakers’ words on law 
enforcement transparency.

Stoll said she and her friends 
suspected they were being stalked one 
night in I.V. and reported the incident 
to the Isla Vista Foot Patrol (IVFP), but 
she said they did not receive follow-up 
information about what the authorities 
were doing to investigate the incident.

Stoll said she would have liked to 
know what steps IVFP was taking 
to investigate the incident and said 
she believes the public would benefit 
from understanding the steps law 
enforcement takes when responding to 
the public’s concerns.

“It would be helpful if there was 
some sort of response system where the 
person was aware of how it was being 
dealt with for peace of mind,” Stoll said.

Among the proposed solutions to 
the public’s interest in the investigative 
process was the formation of a civilian 
review board to internally analyze the 
work local law enforcement is doing.

For the full story, see dailynexus.com.

Continued from p.1
TOWN HALL

In the wake of recent incidents, such as an alleged assault that occured in April and a stabbing this weekend, 
the Isla Vista Community Services District assembeled a town hall meeting to discuss public safety in I.V.
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STORKE

said that Dela Cruz demonstrates a wonderful understanding of Isla Vista and that long-term residents adore her.
“I think she just has an outstanding commitment to this community,” Soutar said. “The woman is smart, she’s 

compassionate, she really listens.” 
Rachel Arriaga, an analyst in the Office of the Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs and another staff member to 

nominate Dela Cruz, said Dela Cruz blossomed at UCSB and became a leader in the community.
“She’s leaving UCSB a better place,” Arriaga said. 
Dela Cruz is graduating with a 3.7 GPA, and she is completing her thesis on the history of the Ventura School for 

Girls, a California state institution established in 1913 for delinquent girls.  
Dela Cruz said she heard that she won the Storke Award after receiving a call from Chancellor Henry T. Yang around 

midnight over a week ago. She said her first reaction was to hide; she couldn’t believe she had been given the award. 
“All these wonderful women I’ve worked with came to mind,” she said. “The reason why I’m getting it is in so many 

ways because of you all.”
After graduation, Dela Cruz plans to participate in the California Capital Fellows Program and work on a graduate 

degree in public policy from Sacramento State. 
Much further into the future, Dela Cruz says she hopes to attain a law degree and later work with youth who face 

serious criminal sentences. 
Reflecting on how she’s grown while at UCSB, Dela Cruz said she’s become more comfortable as a woman of color, 

learning to heed the advice of poet Audre Lorde to “trust [her] gut.”
“It’s a radical act,” Dela Cruz said. 

Sizzling 
Summer 
Savings

Gaucho Ad Size  

Call today to reserve your advertising space at 
805-893-3828

- Gaucho size ad- $117

- Ole Size Ad: $277

Advertise in our June 
8th issue, which will 
be on campus for 77 

days!

Free Color with an on-line upgrade of $75 
for 10,000 impressions! Stay connected with 

consumers as The Daily Nexus uploads 
content daily during the summer!

- 1/4 Page Ad: $277 
with free color!

It’s not about, ‘These poor families; they 
need our help.’ It’s not about, ‘How can 
we work together and help together?’ 
Let’s just talk. We’re friends, we’re just 
gente, we’re raza. Let’s just get together 
and talk.

“

”- PAOLA DELA CRUZ
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SPORTS
It hurts to watch Tiger Woods 

go down in shambles. To 
all my fellow men, there’s a 
lesson within his downward 
spiral. Never cheat when in a 
relationship, everything goes 

downhill. #StayWoke

Armchair QB
UCSB wrapped up its regular season last 
weekend against Hawaii, but not before 
junior first baseman Austin Bush broke 

the single season record for home runs in 
a season with 20 dingers on the year.

Baseball

2017 NBA Finals Key Matchups: The Golden State vs. The Land 
Heading into the NBA Finals, most 

people definitely give Steph Curry the 
nod over Kyrie Irving. And how could 
you not give it to the two-time MVP? 
Well, its quite simple, actually: Curry 
has come up short in the game’s biggest 
stage the last two years, the NBA Finals.

Last year, Curry went four games 
during the NBA Finals’ seven-game 
series, during which he failed to score 
above 20 points and only averaged 22.1 
points per game, an eight-point drop 
off from his regular season tally of 30.1 
points per game. 

Compare that to Irving’s 27.1 
points-per-game average in the 2016 
NBA championship, and all of a sudden 
the idea of Curry being a much better 
player goes out the window. 

Even in the 2015 NBA Finals, Curry 
was not bad, but he certainly wasn’t 
playing at the MVP caliber he had dis-
played all season. 

This year, he hopes to right that 
ship coming into the Finals red hot, av-
eraging 28.6 points per game on 50.2 
percent shooting from the field and a 
very impressive 43.1 percent from long 
range.

Of course, we all know Curry is the 

better shooter between the two, but 
the area in which Irving really has the 
advantage is his driving and finishing 
ability. Irving is undoubtedly the game’s 
best finisher, averaging nearly 60 per-
cent between zero and three feet from 
the basket.

Irving, like Curry, has also been red 
hot this postseason, averaging 24.5 
points per contest on 46.4 percent 
shooting. 

He is also adding in nearly six assists 
per game along with a shooting percent-
age of 90.1 from the stripe.

Kyrie also has the psychological ad-
vantage over Curry due to the fact that 
he did nail that game-winning basket 
right when Curry was guarding him to 
secure Cleveland’s championship.

Despite the fact that Curry will most 
likely not face Kyrie head-to-head most 
of the series, expect the Cavs to try to 
switch to get that matchup as often 
as possible to let Irving take over this 
year’s Finals.

Unfortunately, even with the advan-
tage at the point guard spot, the War-
riors roster seems to be too stacked to 
lose, especially with the acquisition of 
Kevin Durant.

Cavs in 6

LeBron James
Top scorer (423 points) in this 

year’s NBA playoffs and leader in 
total forced turnovers (28 steals) 
throughout this postseason: These 
are only a couple of stats that prove 
LeBron James’s presence will be felt 
starting Game 1 of the 2017 NBA 
Finals. LeBron is in magnificent 
form and is currently challenging 
his basketball history by putting 
on perhaps one of his best playoff 
performances.

Considering LeBron’s legacy, 
that’s quite an impressive history 
we’re talking about. Into their 30s, 
most players begin to experience 
a veteran decline in their play. Or, 
like in LeBron’s case, you’re not like 
most other players and you remain 
the top dog in your league. At age 
32, he’s soon to be the leader in 
minutes played this postseason, 
as Cleveland’s small forward still 
appears to be the same old prodigial 
son they once had. Oh, and he just 
passed Michael Jordan for the most 
playoff points scored of all time 
with 5,995.

LeBron is a once-in-a-lifetime 

player, and he’ll defintely show 
it come Thursday night. With 
Kryie Irving and Kevin Love by his 
side, you won’t want to miss the 
continuation of a three-years-in-
the-making, modern-day Golden 
State rivalry.

Kevin Durant 
As far as postseason efficiency 

goes, Durant has actually mirrored 
a similarly spectacular showing. 
Durant is either above or below 
LeBron by less than a single unit 
in all major scoring categories, 
apart from assists. And at age 28, 
to be able to match one of the best 
to ever play the sport in terms of 
production is nothing short of 
remarkable.

At 6’9”, Durant plays with 
incredible speed and agility. 
Paired with an almost unguardable 
post and perimeter game, it’s no 
question that Durant falls into the 
top-10 conversation amongst best 
players in the league.

Durant’s matchup against LeBron 
will surely be the best test of his 
merit, and it’ll be a sight to behold 
for all.

Kevin Durant vs. LeBron James

GSW in 6

Jorge 
Mercado

Richard 
Benites

Although Golden State’s addition of 
one of the game’s top-three scorers pres-
ents a new dynamic this time around, de-
fense remains the No. 1 factor to focus on 
for both teams. 

Throughout the regular season, the 
Cavs were average at best defensively, but 
they have demonstrated that they really 
know how to “flip the switch” come playoff 
time. During the season the Cavs allowed 
108 points per 100 possessions, whereas in 
the first three rounds they made a signifi-
cant improvement by averaging a defensive 
rating of 104.6 points per 100 possessions. 
The Cavs have managed to do this by trap-
ping and blitzing often in the playoffs; 
however, they won’t be able to do much 
against the Warriors, considering they 
arguably stretch the floor better than any 
other team in NBA history. So, the Cava-
liers will have to rely heavily on one-on-one 
defense and timely switching and com-
munication, as well as the ability to defend 
the three-point line. Tristan Thompson’s 
versatility provides the ability to not just 
cover various Warriors’ threats but also to 
play aggressive defense.

 I believe the key thing to pay attention 
to is the point differential when the Cava-
liers’ high-scoring second unit is on the 
floor and their ability to limit the Warriors’ 
offense.

For the Warriors, everything starts and 
ends with the versatility and competitive-
ness of Draymond Green. He has shown 
that he’s been one of the few to slow down 
LeBron James, and his absence in last 
year’s Finals due to suspension directly af-
fected the outcome. 

Even with Curry in form and the addi-
tion of Durant, Green needs to be revved 
up and aggressive, but he also needs to be 
under control to prevent a repeat of last 
year. 

The Warriors play a switch-heavy de-
fensive scheme dependent on flawless 
communication that they execute to near 
perfection. This often forces teams into an 
isolation approach to their offense, which 
can play to the Cavs’ advantage if the ball 
ends up in either James’s or Irving’s hands. 

I personally love everything about the 
player LeBron has become, and there is no 
question that he is hands-down the best 
player in the league. 

However, it’s hard to ignore the fact 
that the Warriors posted the best season in 
NBA history last year and then added one 
of the top-three scorers in the league. With-
out the suspension of Green last year, it’s 
hard to argue that the Warriors wouldn’t 
have closed that thing out. Regardless of 
any injuries or suspensions, I don’t see how 
the Warriors don’t take the Finals in six. 

We all know this is the third 
matchup between the Cavaliers and 
Warriors.

Undoubtedly, this series will be 
one of the most watched NBA Finals 
in the history of the league, but is 
this two-team race a good thing for 
the sport? 

Like a nuclear arms race, both 
Golden State and Cleveland have 
been accumulating the best talent 
around the league for this one mo-
ment, when they undoubtedly would 
face off in the Finals for the third 
time. 

The Dubs got Kevin Durant in 
the offseason through free agency to 
add to an already ridiculous roster, 
and in response the Cavs went out 
and traded for an automatic three-
point maker in Kyle Korver. This 
not-so-Cold War, however, is killing 
the sport. 

Parity in sports is what makes 
sports so great. Teams with equal 
talent squaring off against one an-
other create great competition and 
an even better product on the court/
field. 

For the past three years we have 
only seen two teams that have a  

shot at winning the NBA Finals, 
making the constant coverage of the 
two teams almost unbearable. 

At this point, being a fan of any 
of the other 28 NBA teams seems to 
be pointless because all roads lead to 
yet another Cavs/Warriors matchup.

The beauty of playoffs in any 
sport is believing any team can make 
a run. However, in the NBA, that has 
not been the case, leading to a drop 
off in the sport.

Basketball fans think so, too. As 
reported in February by SportsBusi-
ness Daily, the NBA’s ratings on re-
gional sports networks are down 15 
percent. 

Even “competitive” teams (using 
the word loosely) are seeing major 
drops from their regional networks 
as well. 

The San Antonio Spurs registered 
a 43 percent drop in ratings this sea-
son as of February, although their 
5.11 rating is the league’s fourth 
highest. 

The finals may be fun to watch, 
but remember this when you’re 
watching these two powerhouses go 
at it: Both these teams are suffocat-
ing and killing the rest of the NBA.

GSW in 7

F.P. 
Santangelo Jr.

Austin 
Cole

GSW in 6

Steph Curry vs. Kyrie Irving

GSW vs. Cavs Bad For the NBA? GSW Defense vs. Cavs Defense

Sean White
Sports Co-Editor

Michael Jordan, Kobe Bryant and Earvin “Magic” Johnson. 
These are the most frequent player comparisons named within the 

cohort of NBA legends that Cleveland Cavaliers’ star player LeBron 
James has recently been compared to. 

It all revolves around a question: Is James on the path to being 
the greatest to ever play the game? At this moment, nobody has that 
answer. Even if we did, the array of differing opinions of fans from 
various generations of basketball would remain in disagreement. 

Although many were ready to dethrone the The King following 
Stephen Curry’s repeat as the NBA’s MVP, last year’s NBA Finals 
was just another reminder that James remains the league’s best player.

According to “For the Win’s” Charles Curtis, the Cavs have a 
31.25 percent chance to win the 2017 NBA Finals. Quite honestly, 
this is not surprising as the Golden State Warriors did vastly improve 
with the addition of Kevin Durant this offseason. 

But not so fast, Warriors fans, you’re in for yet another rude 
awakening. 

As the Warriors improved, so did the Cavaliers. 
Certainly the additions of Deron Williams and Kyle Korver have 

made the Cavs a better team in areas such as bench production and 
three-point shooting, but the defending NBA champion’s improve-
ment boils down to one factor: LeBron has gotten better … some-
thing we all figured was impossible. 

Currently in his 14th season, James is doing something we’ve never 
seen. We may be witnessing the best version of “playoff LeBron” ever.

James has simply dominated during this year’s postseason, averag-
ing his second-best playoff career scoring average of 32.5 points per 
game and boasting incredible career highs in both two-point percent-
age and three-point percentage at 62.3 and 42.1 percent, respectively. 

But the stats simply don’t fully capture the havoc James has 
wreaked upon opponents this postseason. Whether it be him spin-
ning the ball in his hands as if practicing his free-throw routine before 
splashing a three-ball, throwing down his signature cock-back dunk 
or completing a chase down block (excuse me while I queue last year’s 
game-saving chase down block of Andre Igoudala’s layup in Game 
7), James is doing what he wants and nobody can stop him. 

Some may disagree, but the Cavs’ one playoff loss was needed. 
They entered the postseason facing adversity, having ended the regu-
lar season 12-15 following the All-Star break in addition to entering 
the playoffs on a four-game losing streak, and they seem to thrive 
when the pressure is approaching its highest point. 

Despite achieving the impossible last season after leading his team 
from being down 3-1 for a series win and Cleveland’s first ever NBA 
Championship, James must find a way to avoid another slow series 
start. 

While nothing can guarantee victory, James must average at least 
30 points per game.

Surely, the Cavs haven’t forgotten about being routed in the first 
two games of last season’s NBA Finals. It is likely these losses have 
been most prominent in the mind of James, who went 9-of-21 from 
the field for 23 points in Game 1 and 7-of-17 for 19 points in Game 
2, combining for a +/- total of -29 over the span of the opening 
contests. 

Despite the odds in Las Vegas going against the Cavs, the odds of 
LeBron managing to avoid such a bad start is very plausible consider-
ing that he has scored 30-plus points in 10 of 12 playoff games this 
postseason.  

Aiding James is the remaining two-thirds of the Cavs’ Big 3 in 
Kyrie Irving and Kevin Love. By now, if you’re not aware of the dam-
age Irving can cause he’ll certainly remind you this NBA Finals series 
after showing his ability to carry the team when James has a slow start 
with his career-high 42 points in Game 4 against the Celtics.

Love is inevitably having his best playoff run as a Cavalier, averag-
ing playoff career-highs across the board in points (17.2), rebounds 
(10.4), 3-PT percentage (47.5) and FG percentage (45.7). He seems 
to be all in on himself, playing his most confident basketball which 
the Cavaliers will need in order to keep up with Golden State’s rapid, 
inside and out-scoring offense. 

Per usual, James is the end-all, be-all to Cleveland’s ability to 
survive starting Thursday. 

If he manages to somehow elevate and surpass the level of impos-
sible he already did during the last season, then James rightly could 
be considered the better of the 23s or anyone else in NBA history.

Jorge Mercado
Sports Co-Editor

All the talk I have heard over the last few days about the third 
consecutive meeting between the Cleveland Cavaliers and the 
Golden State Warriors in the NBA Finals has been dominated by 
one question: Will Kevin Durant’s decision to leave Oklahoma 
City be validated?

While his narrative has dominated the headline over the past 
month en route to the Warriors being the first team to begin a 
playoff run unbeaten at 12-0 through the first three rounds, there 
is only one question on my mind: Will Steph Curry finally show 
up and be the MVP for the Warriors when it really counts — in 
the NBA Finals?

It’s no secret that Steph Curry has taken the NBA by storm 
over the last two years, as shown by his two MVP trophies, 
including becoming the NBA’s first unanimous MVP last year. 
But No. 30 has not shown that MVP range come NBA Finals 
time in his last two appearances.

In the 2015 NBA Finals, Curry played admirably, averaging 

26 points per contest, but he shot just 38 percent from three. 
While he was decent, his stat line was nothing compared to the 
flashes of greatness he showed in the regular season and in the 
first three rounds of the playoffs where he averaged 30 points per 
game on 44 percent shooting from long range. 

Last year, however, was when Curry completely came undone. 
After averaging 30.1 points per game in the regular season on a 
very efficient 58.8 percent shooting on the floor and 48.6 percent 
from deep, No. 30 averaged just 22.1 points per contest in the 
NBA Finals, including four games where he failed to even crack 
20-plus points, on just 40 percent shooting from both the field 
and three-point range.

To say Curry came up short would be putting it very lightly. 
While many argue that Curry was still battling an injury sus-
tained in the first round against the Rockets, the fact remains 
that he came up short. The two-time MVP was completely 
M.I.A. during the Cavs championship run last year, including an 
abysmal 17-point performance on 6-19 shooting from the field in 
Game 7 at home in a win-or-die situation. Not to mention, Curry 
also played a factor in two of the biggest plays in Game 7 that 
really hurt the Warriors in the end.

Up by one with just under five minutes left, Curry attempted 
a very forced behind the back pass with his left hand, a pass that 
ended up in the stands and went down as a turnover. That turn-
over marked the beginning of the end for the Warriors as they 
went on to score zero points in the final four minutes and 39 
seconds, including a last-second miss by Curry that sealed their 
fate as the runner ups of the 2016 NBA campaign. 

In an interview with ESPN’s Chris Haynes, Curry admitted 
that he still thinks about that turnover but still has the confi-
dence in his ability that he could make that play this year.

The second play was of course Kyrie Irving’s last-second 
three-point shot that found the bottom of the net and brought a 
championship to Cleveland. Switched on to Irving, Curry tried 
his best to contest his shot, however, Kyrie got enough separation 
to knock down the bucket right over Curry’s right hand.

Despite playing decent defense, the only thing that mattered 
was that Kyrie outdid Curry in more ways than one, not just 
throughout the series but in a Game 7 on the road against a 
hostile crowd.

With all this being said, it’s apparent that the pressure is defi-
nitely on Curry to perform in the third act of these two teams. 
And it seems that he is in a perfect position to do so as he is aver-
aging 28.6 points, 43 percent from long distance and 50 percent 
overall from the field.

Curry has also made amends to try to take care of the basket-
ball better, as he is turning the ball over 3.3 times per game this 
postseason, a better line than his 4.2 turnovers per game in last 
year’s playoffs and 4.3 turnovers per game in last year’s Finals. 

Bottom line, Durant winning a championship and being vali-
dated is a very important story line, but nothing compares to how 
the two-time MVP will respond to all the criticism he has faced 
for his average play in the game’s biggest stage. No more injuries, 
no more distractions, no more excuses, it’s time for Curry to show 
his true MVP ability in this year’s NBA Finals and be the reason 
the Warriors win this series.

Does LeBron James Have Another Level 
He Can Gauge In Order to Repeat?

Can Steph Curry Finally be the MVP When 
it Really Counts For the Warriors?

NATHAN CAMPOS / DAILY NEXUS 



Thursday, June 1, 2017Daily Nexus 9Sports

Ice Hockey at

UCSB

UCSB Ice Hockey Co-ed Club Sport Is Now Recruiting Players For Fall 2017!

Coached by Scott Hyers and former NHL player Steve Heinze at Goleta’s Ice in 
Paradise. Participate against Cal, UCSD, Stanford, CLU, Santa Clara and others. 
Arizona and UCLA are also possible contenders in the upcoming season.

For more information contact Advisor Ben Brecher tenorskiucsb@gmail.com

2017 NBA Finals Key Matchups: The Golden State vs. The Land 
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Although star players on both teams such 
as Stephen Curry, LeBron James, Klay Thomp-
son, Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving have re-
ceived most of the attention, each may not be 
the only key factor to this series. The front-
court shall emerge just as important as the 
starting and backup power forwards and cen-
ters of this series may be the deciding factors 
in wins and losses. 

Beginning the list of notable big players is 
the Warriors’ Draymond Green. On the brink 
of being a superstar, Green is in the running 
for Defensive Player of the Year every year, and 
with good reason. He is currently averaging 
2.1 blocks and 1.9 assists (via Bleacherreport.
com) per game in the playoffs, but this is not 
all that he does. He is Golden State’s most im-
portant playmaker and is averaging 7.2 assists 
and 8.7 rebounds. Green truly does it all for 
the Warriors, and they are going to need him 
to keep this up throughout the Finals against 
Kevin Love.

Speaking of Kevin Love, he is a force as 
well, averaging a double-double in the playoffs 
while also shooting a solid 44.6 percent from 
downtown. Love will need to rely on his three-
point stroke against Green. Love likes to have 
his back to the basket, but this is where Green 
is at his best. As long as Love understands that 
he doesn’t have to do too much for the Cavs 
to be successful, he will be fine; however, I still 
have to give the advantage to the Warriors in 
this situation.

Center is a different story with these two 
teams. Tristan Thompson has become a stud, 
and he is amongst one of the the best rebound-
ers in the game. Zaza Pachulia has been effi-
cient for the Warriors, but he is averaging a 

playoff career-low 14.5 minutes per game, 
which leads one to only imagine how terrify-
ing the Warriors would be with a solid five. 
Overall, in this matchup, look for Thompson’s 
physical prowess and quickness to get the best 
of Zaza, and I have to give the edge to the Cavs 
at the center position. 

The benches are also an important part of 
this matchup, and one of these matchups in-
clude David West versus Richard Jefferson. The 
West versus Jefferson argument stems from 
these veterans taking low-pay deals in search 
for a championship. They both bring their own 
savviness to their respective teams, and this 
is what is valuable. West can play down low 
and hit clutch shots when needed, and Jeffer-
son is known for his 3-and-D characteristics, 
even at this point in his career. West is a valu-
able piece, no doubt, but with Jefferson being 
known to step up for the Cavs in clutch situa-
tions, he gets my nod in this matchup.

The last matchup is Channing Frye versus 
JaVale McGee. A couple of years ago, this argu-
ment would have been laughable, with JaVale 
McGee constantly making ESPN’s “Not Top 
Ten” or “Shaqtin A Fool” lists. However, Mc-
Gee’s role with Golden State has been dumbed 
down to him doing what he does best, catching 
lobs and rebounding, and he is doing a superb 
job with this Warriors squad. Frye’s ability to 
make three’s keeps him as a factor, but if Mc-
Gee could shut him down, that would be great. 

The NBA Finals will definitely be exciting, 
and the battle of the bigs will be intriguing, 
no doubt. And while I have them tied as far as 
matchups go, I think that the Cavs will pull it 
out and hand this talented Warriors team their 
first four losses of the playoffs.

In the world of playoff beards and 
lucky shoes, postseason sports hold 
plenty of oddities, and the NBA is no 
exception. 

Back in March, following a worrying 
three-game slide in which the Warriors 
lost to the Celtics, Timberwolves and 
Spurs, a fan approached Klay Thomp-
son for a peculiar autograph. Thompson 
succumbed to the request, signing the 
Golden State-themed toaster. 

While truly a heartfelt story between 
fan, player and kitchen appliance, the 
story doesn’t stop there.

Since Thompson signed the toaster, 
the Warriors haven’t lost a single game 
without Klay in the lineup. 

Following that three-game slide in 
March, Golden State went on to win 
14 consecutive games before losing to 
Utah in its second-to-last regular-sea-
son game in which Thompson sat out 
for rest.

The Warriors then capped off their 
regular season with a win. Now, Golden 
State is on a 12-0 streak in the playoffs 
despite Klay struggling offensively. 

In total, the Warriors with Thompson 
playing have gone 27-0 since Thompson 
signed the now-famous toaster. 

J.R. Smith and the Cavaliers may 
have to find a toaster of their own to 
stop the Warriors’ winning streak, but 
if that doesn’t work, the matchup of 
shooting guards will certainly be impor-
tant in deciding who is celebrating this 
summer. 

Although getting virtually the same 
minutes, Thompson has scored eight 
less points per game this postseason 
while racking up an uncharacteristic 
.383 field goal percentage and .364 per-
centage from deep. 

J.R. Smith certainly hasn’t had an 
impact close to that which he had last 
regular season, in which he started in 
all 77 games he played, but his contri-
bution to the Finals is overlooked.

Smith will be crucial for the Cavs in 
preventing offensive runs through lock-
ing down Thompson in addition to pro-
viding a three-point threat. 

While Thompson will look to shoot 
out of his slump, Smith is surely ready 
to prevent the star guard from having 
any 37-point quarters while doing all 
he can do to help LeBron will his way to 
another Game 7, in which the Cavaliers’ 
fundamentals will outdo Curry and 
Golden State. 

Cavs in 6

As LeBron James enters the NBA 
Finals for the seventh consecutive 
season and Kevin Durant arrives 
to the NBA Finals for the first time 
as a Golden State Warrior, they are 
both vying for a ring to enhance 
their spectacular legacies. 

Just three years ago, Durant 
hoisted the MVP trophy and was 
in the conversation with LeBron as 
the league’s best player. Durant was 
arguably a ring away from taking 
over that top spot in the eyes of 
many NBA fans.

Fast forward to the present day, 
LeBron has seemingly left everyone 
else in the dust as the best player 
on the planet. 

The conversation has shifted to 
LeBron versus Jordan rather than 
LeBron versus anyone currently in 
the league.

One can only assume that 
another championship for LeBron 
against this all-time great Warriors 
squad would push him even further 
into the conversation as the 
greatest basketball player ever.

Meanwhile, the speculation 

surrounding Durant and his 
widely-criticized decision to “take 
the easy way out” in coming to 
Oakland has people speculating 
about the legitimacy of a potential 
championship with the three-time 
defending western conference 
champions.

Regardless, Durant’s first 
championship would lift the heavy 
weight of being a ringless great 
off his back and enter him into a 
different discussion of greatness.

Losing in the NBA Finals 
could raise questions about 
whether Durant’s relocation was 
worthwhile.

For LeBron’s legacy, all that 
apparently matters from here on 
out are rings. 

Therefore, if he were to drop his 
Finals record to 3-5, the distance 
between him and Jordan would 
only expand.

By the end of this series, one 
will bask in the glory of winning 
it all while the other will be faced 
with countless questions about 
their legacy.

KD’s First Ring vs. LBJ’s Fourth
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Perhaps the biggest shift from 
last year’s Finals matchup is the 
absence of Golden State Warriors 
head coach, Steve Kerr. 

The 2016 NBA Coach of the Year 
has been dealing with recurring back 
issues, prompting the emergence of 
Mike Brown, the Warriors’ acting 
head coach and former head coach 
of the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

Brown has been extremely 
successful in his interim role, as 
Golden State currently holds a 12-0 
record in the postseason and is 
looking to carry its momentum into 
the Finals after becoming the third 
team since the 1988-89 and 2000-
01 Los Angeles Lakers team to get 
through the first three rounds with 
an unblemished record.

Meanwhile, in Cleveland, Tyronn 
Lue and his coaching staff have 
done extremely well this season 
in creating an offense that likes 
to use a series of cuts across the 
court, coupled with screens around 
the top of the key to create scoring 
opportunities both in the paint and 
on the perimeter. 

The pairing of Tyronn Lue’s 
play-calling skills and Cleveland’s 

talented roster is going to be a tough 
matchup for Golden State, but Coach 
Mike Brown and staff are looking to 
cause similar headaches with their 
own offensive sets. 

On record from the Cavs’ previous 
series is Lue’s shot at the Warriors’ 
offensive playbook, about which he 
told reporters in an interview after 
Game 2 of the Eastern Conference 
Finals, “The stuff [Boston’s] 
running, it’s harder to defend than 
Golden State’s [offense] for me … 
Golden State runs splits and all that 
stuff, but [the Boston Celtics] are 
running all kinds of [stuff].” 

Indeed, the Golden State 
Warriors’ offense significantly 
features splits that involve entering 
the ball into the post and setting 
screens around the top of the 
perimeter, creating open threes or a 
chance for the post player to slip to 
the basket. 

It’s no secret what the Warriors 
are going to run against you; it is 
simply a game of trying to stop it, 
as their own stable of elite shooters 
will be able to score at a large rate, 
making perfectly defending against 
this set extremely difficult. 

KEVIN SON / DAILY NEXUS 

It’s the third straight year that 
the Golden State Warriors and the 
Cleveland Cavaliers will meet in 
the NBA Finals, but it’s the first 
year that the Warriors will have 
to face a fully operational Kevin 
Love.

Sidelined with a separated 
shoulder in 2015 and ineffective at 
best in 2016, Love seems to have 
finally figured out his role within 
the Cavs’ high-powered offense in 
this year’s postseason run. 

The 6-10 power forward is av-
eraging 17.2 points per game on 
47.5 percent three-point shooting 
with 10.4 rebounds per game this 
postseason, far ahead of last year’s 
averages en route to Cleveland’s 
dominant 12-1 playoff record.

Luckily for the Warriors, they 
still have one of the best power 
forwards in the league in Dray-
mond Green. 

Green might have cost his team 
a championship last year with his 
Game 5 suspension, but he seems 
more focused this postseason. 

Green’s posted a 13.9/8.7/7.2 
split in these playoffs, all the while 

keeping up his Defensive Player of 
the Year-caliber play. Love, on the 
other hand, has not been quite as 
effective defensively as Green, al-
though that’s hardly a shock.

Though both are technically 
power forwards, it’s unlikely that 
Love and Green will be marking 
one another throughout the Fi-
nals. Green’s defensive savvy al-
lows the Warriors to put him on 
LeBron James and Kevin Durant 
on Love. 

That’s a big bonus for Golden 
State, as Durant will save a lot of 
energy guarding Love rather than 
James.

The Cavs have no such f lex-
ibility on defense and so will most 
likely be forced to guard Durant 
with James and Green with Love. 
That’s a tough matchup for Love 
and a tiring one for James.

Love is the better scorer and 
rebounder of the two, but his mar-
gin there can’t make up for Green’s 
margin defensively. 

The Warriors have the edge in 
the power forward department, 
just as they will in the Finals. 

GSW in 6

Spencer 
Ault

Andrew 
Hernandez
GSW in 7

Klay Thompson vs. J.R. Smith

Draymond Green vs. Kevin Love GSW Coaching vs. Cavs Coaching

GSW Bigs vs. Cavs Bigs

When it comes to three-pointers, 
Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry 
is hands-down the best in shooting 
the long ball in the NBA, but as this 
is the third installment between the 
Warriors and the Cleveland Cavaliers 
in the NBA Finals, the Cavs are well 
aware of Curry and his playstyle.

Looking at numbers alone, the 
Cavs are currently shooting 43.5 
percent from beyond the arc, while 
the Warriors are only at 38.9 percent 
when shooting threes. 

With Curry attempting 10.3 three-
pointers per game, this puts him in 
place to put more points on the board 
than any other player on the court.

Behind Curry, Warriors shooting 
guard Klay Thompson averages 5.5 
attempted three-pointers per game, 
but with significantly fewer finding 
the bottom of the net in comparison 
to Curry. 

Teammates Kevin Durant and 
Draymond Green are not far behind 
Thompson on shots attempted, but 
they maintain percentages closer to 
Curry’s with Green averaging more 
success at 47.2 percent.

The Cleveland three-point shooter 
to look out for would-be forward 
Kevin Love, who shoots an average 
of 6.2 per game with a 47.5 percent 
average success rate, and LeBron 
James, who has added a deadly three-
point shot into his arsenal this year 
compared to last, shooting 42 percent 
this year from long range — an 8.1 
percent improvement. 

In fact, James last year made 
32 three-pointers in 21 postseason 
games (including finals), while this 
year, he has made the same amount 
of three-pointers in just 13 games.

Kyrie Irving will also be in factor in 
the three-ball department as the Duke 
alum did make the game-winning 
three-point shot that brought home a 
championship to Cleveland last year 
in Game Seven.

Although the Cavs have Lebron 
James as their powerhouse as well 
as great shooters in Love and Kyrie 
Irving, the Warriors are also stacked 
with talent in just as many areas if not 
more, from Durant and Thompson’s 
shooting to Green’s defense to Curry’s 
unreal range. 

GSW in 6

Quinn
Moslander

GSW 3-PT vs. Cavs 3-PT
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Master of  None

Season two of the wildly popular romantic comedy soars above and beyond 
expectations by exploring themes of sexuality, race and romance in the big city

Ivan Gonzalez
Reporter

When I first watched the Netflix original “Master of None,” I 
was immediately roped in by the stories that are seldom shown 
on TV. Season 1 Episode 2, “Parents,” hit home for many first-
generation American viewers, including myself, as protagonist 
Dev Shah, played by Aziz Ansari, explores the history of his 
parent’s experiences as immigrants in the United States. Season 
1 of “Master of None” received much praise for the fresh story-
telling and day-to-day humor of Dev’s life as he finds love and 
navigates through his 30s in New York. To my own and others’ 
rejoice, Ansari reprised his role as Dev in Season 2 of “Master 
of None.” The long-awaited second season once again wowed 
viewers with new expositions, social commentary, a killer 
soundtrack and “Atlanta” style casual humor.

In Ansari’s own version of “Under the Tuscan Sun,” the 
season begins with Dev living in Italy and learning the ways 
of pasta-making after breaking up with his love interest from 
Season 1. The cinematography almost identically follows the 
classic black-and-white Italian film “The Bike Thief.” Dev anx-
iously searches Modena, Italy, in an attempt to find the person 
who stole his phone, with even more pressure to retrieve the 
newly acquired number of a beautiful British girl he met that 
day. The stupendously pleasing black-and-white scenes nicely 
blend with the predominantly Italian-spoken episode, a lan-
guage which Ansari actually learned how to speak proficiently 
while researching the script for Season 2. Something note-
worthy about the show is how Dev’s character strays far from 
the typical Indian TV-show archetype. Throughout television 
history, countless minority men, especially those with Asian 
backgrounds, have been desexualized and portrayed as weak, 
awkward individuals, or they’re solely in background roles such 
as corner store clerks, as seen in the show “Big Bang Theory,” for 
example. False representations of Asian men in media has led 
to many real life repercussions and the development of negative 
stereotypes. It’s extremely refreshing to see a show in which 
minority characters break away from stereotypical archetypes 
and thrive in roles not traditional to their ethnicities. 

Aside from breaking typical minority archetypes, “Master 
of None” oh-so-beautifully plays on cultural traditions and 
experiences. The episode “Religion” examines Dev’s experi-
ences as a Muslim-American as he balances both cultures with 
his preferences and that of his parents. For Dev, it’s his taste 
for pork and other non-Islamic habits that conflicts with his 
mother’s wishes for him to strictly follow Islam, or at least act 
like he does among extended family. Viewers from any religion 
or background can share Dev’s experience of what it feels like to 
diverge from your parents’ idealized expectations  and dealing 
with the fallout of having them face that reality. Nonetheless, 
Dev comes to terms with his mother’s wishes. Although he may 
not be who she wanted him to be, he still mostly respects his 
mother’s traditions and beliefs in her presence.

Aside from following the life of Dev and his journey for 
love, “Master of None” does an incredible job at seamlessly 
including narratives about unconventional characters. The 
“Thanksgiving” episode follows the coming-out experience 
of Dev’s longtime friend Denise over a series of hilarious 

Thanksgiving dinners that are embodied with the music and 
style of the year during which they take place. The episode 
highlights pivotal moments in Denise’s coming-of-age story, 
from the start of Denise’s rebellion against her mother’s pro-
posed frilly dresses to the moment her mother comes to accept 
Denise’s sexuality and welcomes Denise’s girlfriend. The show 
does an excellent job at highlighting the experience of Denise’s 
progression with her sexuality as well as the pressure that 
Denise faces when coming out as a queer woman of color. Her 
mother is especially troubled by the fact that Denise’s life will 
become harder as a queer woman of color, perhaps more so than 
if she were just a lesbian. The episode is full of nostalgic and 
humorous family anecdotes, my favorite being Denise’s moth-
er’s explanation of what a minority is to young Dev and Denise 
after Denise finds out Dev is Indian and not black. 

Another favorite episode plays out like what you would 
expect an episode of “Humans of New York” would be like. All 
intertwined through a series of random encounters, the episode 
puts a spotlight on the life of different individuals of different 
socioeconomic, racial and handicapped groups. From a deaf 
couple signing their intimacy issues in a mute but hilariously 
played out conversation to doormen who witness and deal with 
all the drama that unfolds among the buildings tenants, the 
episode finishes with a couple of Rwandan taxi drivers just 
trying to look for a wild night out in the city. Ansari and other 
writers do an outstanding job of showing the lives of back-
ground and typically sidelined characters, the real humans of 
New York: the working class, non-glamorized New Yorkers.  

Like cookie without milk or peanut butter without jelly, the 
show without its perfect soundtrack would leave something 
missing for viewers. “Master of None” understands how most 
modern-day viewers consume music; we fit it with our mood, 
with the moment and where we are. Similar to how we all have 
that friend who knows what song will perfectly fit the moment, 
“Master of None” is that friend. In “Thanksgiving,” the music 
is what sets the ‘90s setting, with “Rebirth of Slick (Cool Like 
That)” in the intro to submerge viewers into the nostalgia 
of ‘90s rap jazz beats. Dev’s moment of childhood rebellion 
when he takes a bite of bacon despite his mother’s orders is 
righteously accompanied by Tupac’s “Only God Can Judge Me.” 
That moment of perilous contemplation that we have all expe-
rienced, when Dev sits in the back of an Uber thinking about 
the dreadful reality that he’s in love with an engaged woman, 
is melancholically paired with “Say Hello, Wave Goodbye.” With 
music being the final piece in the puzzle, Ansari develops a 
show that is simply real. 

As the quarter comes to an end and finals approach, cram-
ming goes into full force and the library is filled to the brim. 
It’s important to remember that the most effective way to 
retain information is with 45 to 50-minute study intervals and 
15-minute breaks. If you don’t wish to lose your table in those 
15 minutes, consider watching half an episode of “Master of 
None.” Allow yourself to fall in love with the Italian country-
side, the lives of average New Yorkers or a witty and lovable Dev 
Shah. The show does everything it aims to so well, and yet it 
doesn’t focus on just one thing. It reflects on growing up, love, 
music and family, but it also doubles as a comedy and drama. 
This show is truly a jack of all trades, but not a master of none.

Reel Loud Is Real Sad, 
Real Strange and Real Fun

Alex Wehrung
Staff Writer

The Film and Media Studies Department held its 26th annual Reel 
Loud Film Festival on May 26 at Campbell Hall. Every year, the wholly 
student-managed festival selects a group of silent student films to 
exhibit, drawing talent from dozens of burgeoning filmmakers.
 The festival ’s reception began at 6 p.m., by which time tables draped 
with black tablecloths and small exhibits of student-made art were 
deliberately arranged outside of Campbell. As the catering from Lilly’s 
Tacos struggled to find utensils with which to serve the food, the guests 
began to trickle in. The guests included the filmmakers, their friends 
and families, as well as members of the film department faculty. In the 
meantime, they were kept entertained by the a cappella group Naked 
Voices, performing songs like “Bang Bang” and “My Way” (and hot damn 
was that a good Sinatra impression).
 But they were not the only musical group in attendance. What’s par-
ticularly notable about Reel Loud is how each of the films have live musi-
cal or spoken accompaniment, ranging from electronic arrangements 
to more somber acoustic guitar playing. However, band selection had 

threatened to disrupt the schedule.
 According to fest iva l d irector Santiago 
Sanchez, f irst-year f i lm and media studies 
major, there was confusion over who would 
perform, as some bands did not get back to 
them regarding availability. As a result, Abhi 
Vaidyanatha, third-year math and economics 
double major and drummer for De Honey Men, 
said he had to change his schedule because he 
was not told until the day before the festival 
when he would be performing.
 Despite this, the festival went on without any 
major hitches. More and more guests continued 
to pour into the reception, lining up for tacos 
and listening to Naked Voices. There was also 

a raff le for prizes, the money from which was used toward Girls Inc., a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to helping girls from troubled back-
grounds achieve goals in STEM-related fields. 
 The assembled guests took their seats inside Campbell around 8 p.m., 
as festival producer and co-producer Brady Mears and Amy Carmichael 
took the stage to introduce the program’s theme of “Now,” all the while 
demonstrating the acting skil ls of someone who is desperately trying to 
not let slip to their best friend that there’s a surprise party in store for 
them. 
 The 12 films were divided into four acts. The first batch included 
the colorful and cheery “House of Seitan,” the energetic and bouncy 
“Realms” and the tragic “Severance.” Isla Vista band Crimes New Roman 
followed the three films (as well as a painfully awkward monologue by 
two new hosts) in the intermission.
 Act II featured the spoken word love-story, “The Girl Who Watches 
Clouds,” the hyper-surreal “Indizivel ” and the undulating “Myriad.” Jazz 
group De Honey Men entertained in the meantime.
 In Act III, audiences were treated to the mysterious “Pastures of 
Plenty,” the Jazz-Age-esque “About the Souff lé” and the Weird Al 
Yankovic tribute, “Jackson Park Express.” At this point, it was becoming 
apparent that the vast majority of these films had unexplained shots of 

the beach. They should ’ve just changed the theme from “Now” to “Sand.”
 Capping off the night with Act IV was the chess-fr iendly “An 
Occurrence,” the E.E. Cummings adaptation, “Wade Out” and the whim-
sical yet sad “Elsewhere.”
 Afterward, the raff le prizes were handed out. The first went to the 
star of “Elsewhere,” Danny McFarland, and film and media studies lec-
turer Anna Brusutti.
 While guitarist Melissa Leanda and a group of hosts attempted to 
keep the audience entertained, the judges convened to choose what 
awards to dole out to the films. In the interim, Rachel Wells presented 
the Scott Wells Golden Reel award (in memory of her brother, who passed 
away in 2012 after his fight against colon cancer) to Leah Bleich, fourth-
year film and media studies major, director and writer of “Elsewhere.” 
 Best Editing went to “Severance,” with director and piano accompa-
nist Astor Stark accepting it on behalf of her editor, Aaron Kessler. Best 
Music went to the cover of “Jackson Park Express.” “Wade Out” received 
Best Cinematography; at the crew’s encouragement, cinematographer 
James Lee accepted the award alongside his director, Quinnolyn Benson-
Yates.
 There is no Best Film award. In everybody’s programs, there was a 
piece of paper consisting of the names of every film. The audience was 
encouraged to rip into the name of their favorite. Fred Toye, alumnus 
and “Westworld ” director, took to the stage. “And the winner is …” he 
paused.  “ ‘La La Land!’”
 “GOD DAMMIT!” yelled an extremely annoyed and humorless report-
er as the audience dissolved into laughter.  
 In reality, “Elsewhere” won the award, doubtlessly because of its 
lovely cinematography, childish whimsy and themes of innocence. (I’m 
sure the fact that it played last and was fresh in everyone’s minds had 
nothing to do with it.) Bleich took to the stage to praise her crew, calling 
them the most incredible one she had ever worked with. 
 “I am in constant awe of the creative and collaborative spirit of the 
UCSB students and our great film majors,” Joe Palladino, undergradu-
ate advisor for Film and Media Studies Department, said on Facebook.  
“From organizers, fi lmmakers, artists and musicians!”
 “What a night!”

KEVIN SON / DAILY NEXUS 
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‘Dead Men’ Could Have Told A Better Tale Than This
Avery MacGuire
Staff Writer

“Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men Tell No Tales” 
is not a good movie.

It has a few enjoyable moments collectively out-
weighed by a great stone of condensed stupidity. It 
has been painful seeing the decline of this once-proud 
(and actually fun) series, but at this point, it ’s getting 
ridiculous. 
 The film takes place 20-ish years after “At World ’s 
End .” Henry Turner (Brenton Thwaites), son of Will 
Turner, is looking for the Trident of Poseidon in 
order to free Will from captainhood of the Flying 
Dutchman. The Trident, conveniently enough, has the 
power to break any curse. So Henry goes looking for 
Jack Sparrow in the hopes of recruiting his help and 
runs into the scientifically inclined Carina, whom he 
swears he is not in love with. Gee, I wonder whether or 
not they’ ll end up together. 
 The greatest of this movie’s many sins is the fact 
that it ’s first act is absolutely drowned in hackneyed 
exposition. The movie lets the principle of “show, 
don’t tell ” walk the plank and proceeds to have every 
single one of its characters tell you outright who they 
are, what they want and what their skil ls are. “I’ve 
been studying all known curses for years,” Henry 
Turner tells his captain before committing mutiny 10 
seconds later. No sooner is he thrown in the brig than 
a cellmate picks up a conveniently placed poster of 
Jack Sparrow and tells Henry that Sparrow has been 
buried in an unmarked grave. Thanks for the use-
less info that has zero bearing on the story, random 
stranger.  
 This continual spoon-feeding of information never 
lets up for the rest of the movie. For instance, the 
not-at-all-intimidating, impossible to understand and 
interesting-as-dirt vil lain Captain Salazar narrates 
an extended f lashback scene about how he was out-
witted by Jack Sparrow. As it concludes with showing 
us when Salazar was cursed and imprisoned in the 
Devil ’s Triangle, there is nary an explanation as to 

how or why, other than, “Oh, it ’s called the Devil ’s 
Triangle. So it ’s cursed.”  
 “Dead Men Tell No Tales” thinks you are very, very 
stupid. It believes you are not capable of deducing 
why characters might want to accomplish their goals. 
And when they are accomplishing those goals, the 
characters will go out and say, “We are accomplishing 
our goals!” just in case you didn’t already get it, you 
moron.
 Which, by the way, is exactly what Jack has been 
reduced to. All the cunning and guile he once had is 
replaced with a bumbling, drunken, abject idiocy and 
selfishness that makes him more annoying than lik-
able. Jack has no goal in the movie, nothing to reach 
for. He is just getting dragged along for the ride, much 
as we are. The only time I felt any connection with 
him was when I shared his confusion when he woke up 
to discover that he was being married off to a horren-
dously disgusting woman that the movie wants you to 
know is horrendously disgusting so much because it 
doesn’t believe that you’ l l figure out that Jack finds 
her horrendously disgusting. Where the hell did this 
scene come from and how exactly is it significant? 
Anyone? Anyone? Bueller? 
 Unfortunately, Barbossa receives the same treat-
ment. A once-threatening vil lain has been thoroughly 
declawed, all for the sake of the movie delivering even 
more exposition to tell us that he had a past romance, 
which does not mesh well with the way he has acted in 
the past films. Salazar is unable to fil l in the void that 
has been left behind, as he sounds too goofy and looks 
too artificial to have any menace. He falls far short 
when compared to the Barbossa of yore and the tragic 
Davy Jones. We are left with a vil lain who comes 
across as even more cartoony than the abundant CGI 
scenery.  
 While we are on the subject of mismanaged char-
acters, Orlando Bloom is completely wasted as Will 
Turner. All he is there for is to serve as a bookend 
for the movie and a goal for Henry to strive for. 
Considering the excited whispers I heard during the 
Thursday night premiere, I have no qualms about 

calling him fan-service either (although he comes 
nowhere close to being so than another actress who 
will go unnamed for spoiler’s sake).
 Kaya Scodelario as Carina is as close as the movie 
gets to having a fun, likeable lead. Her silly romance 
with Henry aside, she is confident and resourceful, 
easily able to hold her own against the rest of the crude 
pirates she comes across. So it’s a shame she’s used as a 
plot device to further Barbossa’s character, because she 
was doing so fine on her own until then.
 All these characters and plot threads eventually 
coalesce in a climax that ultimately just comes across 

as far too convenient for its own good. It doesn’t even 
matter anyway because the film already peaked with its 
first silly but fun chase scene back in act one. But you 
probably won’t even realize this, because at this point 
the movie has crammed so many special effects, bright 
lights and poorly lit, seizure-inducing action scenes 
that your already-dulled brain will be fried to a crisp. 
 Who wrote this thing? Jeff who? Wait, he’s an alum-
nus? And he wrote for the Nexus?
 Oh shit.
Avery MacGuire has gone into hiding and shall not be writ-
ing any more f ilm reviews for the foreseeable future.

Actress of ‘Tangerine’ Brings New Perspective to Trans Media
Ryan Song
Reporter

On Thursday, May 25, Pollock Theater’s Trans Media 
series program screened “Tangerine,” the movie most 
widely known for being shot on an iPhone 5S. It’s 
Christmas Eve, and Sin-Dee (Kitana Kiki Rodriguez) has 
just been released from prison only to find out that her 
boyfriend, Chester (James Ransone), left her for another 
girl. To find out the truth about this rumor, Sin-Dee and 
her friend Alexandra (Mya Taylor) journey through the 
diverse areas of Los Angeles.

The film feels very authentic with the way in which it 
captures Los Angeles. The use of the iPhone 5S helps show 
the setting in a more down-to-earth manner. Everything 
appears as if it were captured in the moment, instead of 
being modified to look more perfect in post-production. 
The unrestricted nature of using a smartphone instead of 
a large camera benefitted the production of this film, as 
there were shots that would not be done in a traditional 
filmmaking set because sound or lighting equipment 
would interfere with the reflection or flow of a shot.

The acting is another factor of the film that made it 
such a realistic experience. Most of the people involved in 

the film were not big names, but the possibility that they 
actually live in Los Angeles made their performances feel 
more genuine than if it were to be done by any Hollywood 
actor. Most of the supporting cast are the various people 
Sin-Dee and Alexandra meet during their odyssey across 
Los Angeles. They all play some part in reflecting the 
general themes of friendship and connectedness in the 
film. The performances don’t even feel like actors reading 
lines; they feel like normal people causally living their 
lives which are captured by director Sean Baker’s crew. 

While Rodriguez was excellent in her role as Sin-Dee, 
Taylor stole every scene she was in as Alexandra, which 
is what made me highly anticipate the Q&A session that 
was held after the screening between Taylor and Patrice 
Petro, director of Carsey-Wolf Center and Film and Media 
Studies Department professor.

Taylor explained how she got the role through Baker, 
who approached her while she was talking with a friend 
outside the Los Angeles LGBT Center because he wanted 
to draw real-life experiences for the film. Taylor was 
the only one helping him, and he liked her personality, 
believing that she fit the character of Alexandra best. 
In actuality, Taylor, a trans woman, was very insecure 
during the time she was in production for “Tangerine” 
because she had just transitioned. She explained to Petro 
that she wanted to take her personal life completely 
away from her when becoming Alexandra. The character 
was confident, so Taylor used the experience she had in 
“Tangerine” to make herself as confident as the character 
she was portraying.

This confidence that Taylor gained remained with her 
even after the release of the movie. Ever since, Taylor has 
become a vocal activist for the LGBT community. The 
purpose of UCSB’s Trans Media program is to “showcase 
contemporary media work in television, narrative film-
making, and critical documentary in an effort to explore 
the relationship between sexual orientation and gender 

identity outside of a rigid binary view of the world,” 
according to the Carsey-Wolf Center website.

Taylor explained to Petro that she felt like an advo-
cate for trans women. Taylor illustrated this notion by 
recounting her personal life. She was rejected by jobs 
because her I.D. stated that she was still a man even 
though she considered herself  transgender. She explained 
how random strangers she met were much more accept-
ing than her own family members. She wanted to live a 
normal life, and even though “Tangerine” gave her that 
opportunity, she still thought of those who didn’t have 
the same chance as she did. She explained how some 
people could get rejected so many times that they could 
resort to drugs; it was all a domino effect. She didn’t want 
to be selfish about her success and wanted to help others 
instead. With the money involved in her job, she noticed 
how she was moving up the ranks, and she looked to the 
people still on the streets. She noted how it was difficult 
to get out of this kind of situation, so she wanted to open 
up to that community more.

However, even as an actress, she still faced being 
stereotyped by Hollywood. When Taylor was first doing 
auditions, her manager offered roles of a victim. These 
roles were associated with Taylor either playing a prosti-
tute or someone who was killed in the film. As she went 
to more colleges and found more LGBT students, she 
realized that an entire community of people were viewed 
in one restricted way. Fortunately, Taylor began to work 
under a new manager, who got her into roles for the 
short films “Diane from the Moon” and “Happy Birthday, 
Marsha!” 

So, should “Tangerine” be only recognized for shoot-
ing on an iPhone 5S? Hell no. While the film itself was 
completely different from other films I have seen, it was 
the context surrounding this movie explained through 
Taylor’s Q&A session that made the film feel much more 
unique and important.

Courtesy of Film Society of Lincoln Center

Courtesy of Syko News
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ON THE MENU

Anna Bui
Staff Writer

It’s 2017, so odds are you probably have 
an Instagram account. On Instagram, 
you can follow famous celebrities or your 
friends, look at memes, watch slime videos 
and a whole lot more. You can even keep 
tabs on UCSB and its many Instagram 

accounts featuring sports, Greek life or Olé, 
UCSB’s mascot. 

Clearly, social media is very powerful in 
our day, and some of our fellow Gauchos 
have taken advantage of social media to 
create an Instagram account that we didn’t 
know we needed until now: @portolasfinest, 
featuring the “Best of Portola.” 

Beware: If you have a faint heart or stomach 
or are still trying to make use of your swipes at 

Portola, I personally recommend going through 
this account with caution. When they say “best” of 
Portola, they really mean something else. 

@Portolasfinest is a hilarious account run 
by anonymous Gauchos and is dedicated 
to taking photo submissions of students’ 
unsettling experiences at the infamous 
Portola Dining Commons. Such photos, 
accompanied with comedic and sarcastic 
captions, consist of questionable meals like 
Shark Fin, unwashed dishes and, worst of 
all, bugs in the food. Lots and lots of bugs! 
The account has garnered over 500 follow-
ers, and their most popular picture has 
gotten up to 210 likes. Other accounts dedi-
cated to Portola Dining Commons include @
portoladeath, an account with a similar but 
more vulgar concept, and @daddiesofportola, 
an account dedicated to — well, the name 
speaks for itself. @Portolasfinest, however, 
is definitely a favorite among many. 

With over 500 followers, many are 
invested in the updates from this account. 
However, some have questioned the 
authenticity of @portolasfinest. In a nausea-
inducing photo of larvae in cooked spinach, 
one Instagram user claimed that “someone 
brings bugs and puts them in the food” and 
someone replied with “they fasho do for 
attention lmaooo.” There is one photo of 
a fake bug in cereal that is clearly fake on 
purpose, but the other posts look pretty 
real to me. So, what is the truth? 

Curious about everything this account 
has to offer, I was able to get ahold of the 
creators of @portolasfinest.

OTM: What was your inspiration in mak-
ing this account?

@portolasfinest: We saw a banana peel 
on the conveyor belt in Portola one day and 
thought it was kind of ridiculous and took 
a picture. Then we started joking about 
those annoying food Instagrams and how 
it would be funny to parody it with Portola 
food.

OTM: Did you expect @portolasfinest to 
be as successful as it is now?

@portolasfinest: No, we originally only 
followed our friends but then expanded 
it to people we knew in FT. We definitely 
thought we’d cap at, like, 100 followers. 
And we definitely didn’t expect people from 
outside FT to follow, either.

OTM: Some have questioned the legiti-
macy of your content. What do you guys 
have to say about this? I know there was 
that one silly post with the huge, fake bug, 
which I thought was super funny, but are 
bugs actually brought into Portola?

@portolasfinest: Everything that we 
post ourselves is real and nothing has been 
made to look exaggerated. We post what 

people send us, but we sincerely doubt that 
people would sneak bugs and metal pieces 
into Portola to impress our 500-something 
followers. We would never risk a health code 
violation or people’s safety for a photo.

OTM: Being first years, what do you think 
will happen to this account next year? Will 
you still be taking submissions and expand 
this account to the new Portola? 

 @portolasfinest: We honestly aren’t sure 
about that yet. We’ve considered passing it 
down to incoming freshmen, but we’ve also 
talked about just stopping once we leave FT.

OTM: What are your thoughts on the new 
Portola?

@portolasfinest: We feel like the last 
authentic class of FT with our Portola in a 
way. It loses the homey quality of just taking 
the elevator down in your pajamas. Now you 
have to walk outside and really question if 
you should be wearing your giant sleep shirt 
to Portola.

OTM: All jokes about Portola aside, how 
do you guys really feel about Portola and its 
food?

@portolasfinest: We just want to acknowl-
edge the hard work that everyone at Portola 

does. Even though the food is gross and has 
bugs, we still know they do hard work to feed 
us everyday. The food honestly isn’t terrible. 
Some nights are better than others for sure. 
But usually you’re able to find one good thing, 
and they definitely try to give us variety, 
which is appreciated.

OTM: Final question: What would Gordon 
Ramsay have to say about the meals served 
here at Portola? 

@portolasfinest: Gordon Ramsay would 
probably advise all Portola patrons to wait by 
the Portoilet.

OTM: Anything else to add? 
@portolasfinest: Special shoutout to 

Portola’s peanut butter pie. 

Not only are the people behind @portolas-
finest insanely funny, they also have good 
intentions. Fortunately, or maybe unfortu-
nately, the bugs are very much real and they 
would not fake anything for an Instagram 
account. We owe it to the creators of @porto-
lasfinest for providing quality content and 
entertainment for us Gauchos. Portola has a 
culture all its own, and they have captured 
its essence perfectly. 

Courtesy of @portolasfinest
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A Sit Down with the People who 
Run Portola’s Publicity Page 

Sam Wulff
Reporter

 Hungry, poor and sad. You are a college student in desperate need of food discounts in Isla Vista. Put down the ramen 
and look no further. Whether you are looking for a cheap date night or a place to drown your research-paper sorrows in 
tacos, here are a few good tips and tricks to get the most out of your budget.
1. If you’re looking for a nice place for dinner that won’t have you cringing at the bill, check out Sorriso Italiano on 
Embarcadero del Mar. From 12-2 p.m. on Wednesday and Sunday, you can get all-you-can-eat pizza, pasta and salad. 
Enjoy the grand piano and homey atmosphere; plus the ingredients at this place are so fresh, they don’t even own a 
freezer.  
2. Remember sitting through the Gaucho FYI meeting on drug and alcohol use and thinking all you were gaining was 
the knowledge of a shot size? You thought wrong. The small, yellow “Just call” card you were given is good for all kinds of 
discounts, including free Cinnabread at Woodstock’s if you order a large or extra-large pizza. I’ll drink to that.
3. New to Isla Vista, HiWi is your stop for a Hawaiian breakfast, lunch or dinner.  They offer a new discount every day 
of the week, including “Taco Tuesday” for $2 tacos, “Thirsty Thursday” for a drink with any purchase of a signature plate 
and “Fryday Fridays,” during which you can grab some free fries with the purchase of $10 or more. Aloha! 
4. Most everyone knows and loves Gio’s for their daily beer specials and spaghetti madness, but to get even more sav-
ings, follow them on Instagram @giospizzaiv. You’ll get an extra 10 percent off your total order and stay updated on all 
of their pizza specials.
5. Craving tacos but it’s not Tuesday? Check out Super Cuca’s $5 menu and daily specials. They offer burritos, quesadillas 
and tacos all for just $5 each. I recommend the breakfast burrito with their special discount on Wednesdays. 
6. After you’re stuffed with cheap spaghetti and tacos, finish off your day with a cookie from I.V. Drip. During dead week 
and finals week, you can get coffee for $1 to give you that extra boost to ace your tests.

Happy eating!

Deals! Deals! Deals!
How to get the most out of your money eating in Isla Vista

Courtesy of  pixabay.com

Comic-Connoisseur
Taylor Sezen 
Staff Writer

The life of a cosplayer is a busy one. Conventions 
happen year-round all across the globe; FanimeCon 
(Fanime), for example, took place just this past week-
end in San Jose. Some cosplayers are even willing to 
travel to different conventions. With San Diego Comic-
Con (SDCC) and Anime Expo (AX) lurking around the 
corner, it’s time to start prepping ahead of time. These 
three summer cons attract locals and travelers of all 
kind. For those who attend each day of the con, you 
know how pricey food can be or how difficult it is to eat 
in your costume. I know these struggles from first-hand 
experiences. So what is a con-goer to do?

If you’re in cosplay and you lack pockets to carry 
your wallet, bring a bag for all of your booty obtained 
throughout the con. Even if you do have pockets, bring 
a bag anyway. Be sure to carry both cash and card — not 
all vendors take card. Vendors often hike up the prices 
for attendees. Plan ahead. Pack a water bottle and some 
snacks to hold you over for the day, preferably items 
that do not smell and will not spill out into your pack. 
That will save your wallet from burning, and it will 
save you from debt/having to sell your soul to whatever 
demonic fantasy character you first stumble upon in 
cosplay.

But what are you supposed to do if you’re wearing a 
bulky cosplay or are covered in face paint? Conventions 
often have repair stations in the event of a cosplay 

malfunction, so don’t stress too much. Just be sure 
to pack anything you might need ahead of time: face 
paint, makeup, etc. And if you can, make aspects of your 
cosplay removable to make it easier to eat, or have that 
one dedicated friend who will feed you — that works, 
too. I have covered my entire face, neck and arms in 
face paint for a con, and I know the struggles/fears that 
come with eating/drinking. You can always waterfall 
a drink, but sometimes that one drop will get on your 
chin and create a streak of f lesh poking out from under-
neath the paint. So always be prepared for that.

For those of you who travel, it can be expensive to 
stay in a hotel and to have to spend money to eat out. 
Well, guess what? You don’t have to eat out. If you 
share a hotel room with fellow cosplayers, you should 
all pitch in for food. Create a list of items you want 
to eat (that won’t get you kicked out of the hotel) and 
split the costs. Costco is your best friend. Costco muf-
fins for breakfast, granola bars for snacks — you can 
even buy items to make a sandwich and store them in 
the hotel ’s mini fridge! You’d be surprised at what you 
can do without a kitchen or cooking utensils. And if the 
hotel has a microwave, you’re set. You can even prepare 
instant noodles.

Your wallet doesn’t need to burn by the end of your 
vacation. When you get home, you shouldn’t have to feel 
that immense guilt over spending money — you should 
feel happy that you just had fun. Pack food. Save money. 
Be happy.

Happy con-going!

How to survive a convention with a full 
stomach and a full face of cosplayer makeup 

peyTON STOTelMyRe / DAIly NexUS
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Landscape Factors Affecting Insecticide Use

Jacqueline Wen
Staff Writer

Over the past 40 years, agricultural landscapes have been progressively domi-
nated by cropland to allow food production to meet growing demand. These 
simplified monoculture landscapes raise ecological concerns about an increase 
in pest problems and use of pesticides, more so than for complex landscapes or 
landscapes with intermixed natural habitat and cropland. 

A new study from UC Santa Barbara addresses this by looking at how land-
scape factors including crop diversity, field size and cropland extent influence 
insecticide use. The paper has been published in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

Presently, similar agricultural empirical studies have yielded inconclusive re-
sults. Some studies in particular places report increased insecticide use as agri-
cultural fields become more simplified, while others report the opposite is true. 
This is often due to ecologists measuring different systems — such as one system 

consisting of tomatoes and another of strawberries — so that they find different 
effects for their specific system. 

“What we argue is that there is a reason for this, and that is because different 
crops have different relationships in how surrounding crop diversity or cropland 
extent affect insecticide use on that crop. One of the exciting parts about this 
paper is that it hopefully will provide some explanation for the inconclusive em-
pirical results,” Ashley Larsen, an assistant professor at the Bren School of Envi-
ronmental Science & Management at UCSB, said.

Using data from over 100,000 field-level observations from Kern County, 
Calif. between 2005 and 2013, Larsen and postdoctoral researcher at the Bren 
School Frederik Noack tested if simplification in agricultural fields led to an in-
crease in insects and insecticides. They also attempted to gain findings on indi-
vidual crop-specific relationships. 

To combat the difficulties past empirical studies have encountered, Larsen and 
Noack put together all the data on different crops while accounting for differenc-
es in heterogeneity between crop types in terms of average insecticide use. They 

then redid the analyses with the top six insecticide-use crops in Kern County, 
representing about 80 percent of insecticide use there — almonds, pistachios, 
grapes, wine grapes, carrots and oranges, which represent about 80 percent of 
insecticide use there — based upon the fact that different crops could have dif-
ferent relationships regarding insecticides. 

Similarly, different pests may respond differently depending on the crop. They 
also differ in dispersal rates, distances traveled and feeding preferences. For ex-
ample, a pest might be a specialist on almonds or a generalist that consumes all 
types of nuts. 

“Depending on these characteristics, you might imagine that whether or not 
there is surrounding crop area around or whether it’s diverse enough, it may or 
may not matter,” Larsen said. 

One of the two main findings in the study was that in general, crop diversity 
led to a reduction in insecticide use. This was largely due to the crop-specific 
factor of high pesticide-use crops being planted in less diverse areas. However, 
only some of the top six insecticide-use crops showed an effect for crop diversity. 

“Interestingly, those that showed very little effect for crop diversity seemed to 
show an important increase in insecticides as a result of cropland area,” Larsen 
said. “We speculate this could have been due to whether a pest is a specialist or 
generalist and how it might respond to surrounding cropland in general versus 
the diversity of that cropland.” 

The paper’s second major finding yielded that field size is consistently impor-
tant for leading to an increase in insecticide use. Bare fields also experience the 
same effect. 

As agricultural production will need to substantially rise in the next half cen-
tury to accommodate population growth and people becoming wealthier, the 
correlation of how crop complexity or simplicity affects the amount of pests and 
insecticide use remains a prevalent concern among ecologists. There has been 
much discussion on whether agricultural production should intensify, remaining 
on the current agricultural footprint, or if new land should be used to produce 
more food but in more biodiversity-friendly ways, called land-sharing and land-
sparing. 

“What this [debate] basically shows is that this land-sharing and land-sparing 
dichotomy is just entirely overly simplified,” Larsen said. “If we’re actually going 
to leverage landscape factors to meaningfully reduce insecticides, it’s going to 
have to be by taking a crop-specific and spatially informed approach. It’s not just 
going to be [as easy as] ‘we should simplify’ or ‘we should expand’; it’s going to 
depend on the crops we’re talking about.”

Above is a map of insecticide use in Kern County in California. (A), crop diversity calculated at species (B), cropland extent (C), and mean field size (D) by 
a 2.6-km2 Public Land Survey (PLS) section. For all maps, darker colors indicate larger values, and the four colors represent quartiles in the distribution.

Courtesy of Ashley Larson

Interestingly, those that showed very 
little effect for crop diversity seemed 
to show an important increase in 
incesticides as a result of cropland area. 
We speculate this could have been 
due to whether a pest is a specialist or 
generalist and how it might respond to 
surrounding cropland in general versus 
the diversity of that cropland. 

“

”- ASHLEY LARSON

Mathematics and the Science of Learning
Dana Jessen
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara’s Gregory Ashby, a dis-
tinguished professor in the Department of 
Psychological & Brain Sciences, has been 
awarded the 2017 Howard Crosby Warren 
Medal by the Society of Experimental Psy-
chologists for “outstanding achievement in 
Experimental Psychology.”

“It was a huge honor, and I was really sur-
prised,” Ashby said. “The Warren Medal is 
the oldest award in psychology, and reading 
the list of past winners [including B.F. Skin-
ner and Endel Tulving] was a very humbling 
experience.”

As director of the Laboratory for Compu-
tational Cognitive Neuroscience, Ashby is 
interested in the basic cognitive and neural 
processes of human learning and memory. 
He collects empirical data from neuroimag-
ing and cognitive behavioral experiments in 
order to understand the underlying neural 
processes of learning and memory, of which 
he then builds testable neurobiologically 
based mathematical models of.  

Ashby became interested in the psychol-
ogy of learning as an undergraduate math 
major at the University of Puget Sound in 
Tacoma, Wash.

“I happened to take a psychology course 
called ‘Learning & Motivation.’ Instead of a 
textbook, we read Freud’s Beyond the Plea-
sure Principle, Pavlov’s Conditioned Re-
flexes, Skinner’s Behavior of Organisms and 
Hull’s Principles of Behavior. Reading those 
books gave me an inner glimpse of scientists 
trying to understand how we learn,” Ashby 
said. “I got so excited I added psychology as 
a double major and went on to get my Ph.D. 
in mathematical psychology [at Purdue Uni-
versity].”

Although mathematical psychology may 
seem perplexing to some, Ashby explains 
that as a field matures, its theories become 
more rigorous and precise, and mathemat-
ics becomes the language of choice. It is far 
easier to test and reject a theory expressed 
mathematically than one expressed verbally. 
Psychology and neuroscience are no differ-
ent.

“The human mind is unfathomably com-
plex, so all theories about how it works are 
bound to be wrong, but some are definitely 
better than others,” Ashby said. “It’s a pro-
cess of figuring out which existing theories 
are the best, designing experiments that ex-
pose their shortcomings and then building a 
better theory. When theories are expressed 
mathematically, all of these steps are accel-
erated.”

During Ashby’s early career, he studied 
perception and decision-making. However, 

one of the basic problems in decision-making 
is understanding how people learn the strat-
egies they use to make decisions.Ashby grew 
interested in this problem, and it brought 
him full circle back to learning. 

“Back in the 1990s, my lab was one of the 
leaders in proposing and proving that hu-
mans have multiple learning systems, which 
are mostly anatomically and functionally 
distinct, have evolved at different times for 
different purposes and which learn by quali-
tatively different rules,” Ashby said. “This 
basic principle is the motivation behind all 
of our research [at the Laboratory for Com-
putational Cognitive Neuroscience].”

One of his lab’s most important discover-
ies is that the neural system known collo-
quially as “muscle memory” probably plays 
a critical role in almost all difficult learning 
tasks. Presumably, this is why homework is 
so effective. 

“Muscle memory is mediated primarily 
within the basal ganglia, which are a collec-
tion of subcortical structures deep inside the 
brain,” Ashby said. “Evidence suggests that 
we don’t have conscious access to activity 
within the basal ganglia, so if you’re really 
good at some motor skill, this is why it’s so 
hard to tell someone how you just pulled off 
that tricky maneuver (such as in a video-
game, or on a musical instrument).”

During the course of his research, Ashby 
and his team discovered lots of qualitative 
differences in how the different systems 
learn. They are currently at 25 or so differ-
ences and counting. One lesson that Ashby 
takes away from this is that there is not any 
single best way to learn. It depends on which 
system is being trained. 

“It looks like the two most important sys-
tems are an explicit system that mediates al-
most all learning that occurs when you listen 
to a lecture or read a book, and the muscle 
memory system that is most important 
when you’re practicing a skill,” Ashby said. 

For students, Ashby explains why it is best 
to study under the constantly recommended 
exam-like conditions, free of distractions.  

“Optimal explicit learning requires no dis-
tractions and is best when you’re well-rested 
and stress-free. Learning via muscle memo-
ry, called procedural learning in psychology, 
requires lots of practice, immediate feed-
back, and is best when there is a consistent 
motor response,” Ashby said. “Also, although 
explicit knowledge generalizes to new tasks, 
muscle memory does not. So if you want to 
apply muscle memory to an exam, for ex-
ample, it’s best to practice under conditions 
that mimic the exam as closely as possible 
— except give yourself immediate feedback 
about how you’re doing, such as within a 
couple of seconds.”

Ashby is currently researching how people 
switch back-and-forth between their differ-
ent learning systems, an important yet high-
ly complex skill used in day-to-day life, such 
as while driving a car. However, it turns out 
that system switching is much more difficult 
for people than everyone originally thought.

Ashby’s lab has also started studying un-
learning. 

“Every year, society spends huge amounts 
of money on unlearning programs — in pris-
ons, psychotherapy clinics and drug-treat-
ment facilities. But the recidivism rates in all 
these programs is really high,” Ashby said. 
“We think we’ve identified a neural mecha-
nism that protects learning from interven-
tions of this type and therefore is one im-
portant reason that bad habits are so hard to 
break. Given knowledge about how this pro-
tective mechanism works, we’ve been able to 
develop some unlearning interventions that 
show initial promising signs of success.” 

Ashby received his bachelor’s degree in mathematics and psychology from the University of Puget Sound in 1975 and a M.S. in psychology 
and Ph.D. in cognitive/mathematical psychology from Purdue University in 1976 and 1980, respectively. He joined the UCSB faculty in 1986.

Courtesy of Gregory Ashby

The human mind is unfathomably complex, 
so all theories about how it works are bound 
to be wrong, but some are better than others. 
It’s a process of figuring out which existing 
theories are best, designing experiments 
that expose their shortcomings and then 
building a better theory. When theories are 
expressed mathematically all of these steps 
are accelerated.

“

”- GREGORY ASHBY
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OPINION

Unless you’re currently waging war for 
“the Caliphate,” I think we can all agree that 
it sucks when civilians die in war. There are 
many reasons why unarmed civilians pay 
the heaviest price in modern conflicts, but 
I’m not going to discuss those reasons here. 
If you’re looking for politicized clickbait 
to tell you what you want to believe, read 
something else. This is about airstrikes — 
specifically in Mosul, where the US-backed 
Iraqi military is fighting to uproot ISIS from 
their last major stronghold in Iraq. It’s also 
where I spent my last month serving as 
a volunteer “frontline” medic. I’m not a 
soldier, war reporter or genius on the topic 
of combat operations across the Middle 
East; I’m just a recently graduated Gaucho 
who has treated enough casualties in Mosul 
to know that U.S. air support in Iraq is more 
than warranted. As well-meaning yet naïve 
pacifists protest “civilian casualties” caused 
by U.S. airstrikes abroad, I’m going to argue 
from my own experience in Mosul: that 
airstrikes save lives.

First off, we need to acknowledge that 
ISIS is not a “normal enemy.” They’re an 
apocalyptic death cult with significant 
resources, funding and military experience 
all geared towards the destruction of 
human life in the construction of their 
Caliphate. Daesh  snipers are deliberately 
shooting kids trying to escape the extreme 
poverty that lies inside their territory; they 
have no problem slaughtering unarmed 
women and children or raping their sex 
slaves to death. I’ve treated the victims; 
I’ve put the dead in body bags. ISIS fills 
mortar shells with weaponized chlorine 
gas and drops them via drone in populated 
town squares; they’re straight up evil. 
There’s no negotiating with ISIS=; those 
who’ve tried have been massacred, such 
as the entire police force of Mosul in 2014 
who laid down their arms in exchange for 
“safe passage” back to Baghdad. Daesh is 
not “junior league”  and although they are 
indeed getting the shit kicked out them in 
Mosul right now, they are still capable of 
tremendous harm in the world. Whether or 
not the United States intervenes militarily 
in Iraq, ISIS will keep slaughtering unarmed 
civilians indiscriminately. We cannot sugar-
coat this reality if any serious discussion 
regarding military intervention is to be 
made.

When most Americans hear the term 
“airstrike,” they tend to imagine a massive, 
inaccurate bomb being dropped from a 
fighter jet that obliterates everything in its 
path “for the greater good” of killing bad 
guys at the expense of any unlucky kid that 
finds themselves in the same blast radius. 
However, this perception arises from an 
inherently flawed understanding of what 
airstrikes actually are and why the U.S. 
military uses them in the first place. In fact, 
airstrikes are effective (albeit expensive) 
and accurate relative to other tools of war 
that our Iraqi partners will use if American 
air support is unavailable … such as mortars 
fired in “a general direction,” tank shells, 
RPGs, and even hand grenades. This means 
that without American air support — 
which relies on advanced targeting systems 
and extensive intelligence gathering — 
the Iraqi military will alternatively use 
less-advanced weapon systems to push 
into ISIS territory. Our Iraqi partners will 
charge into Mosul with or without Uncle 
Sam to back them up; after fighting a tough 
war against ISIS for three years in their 

own country, let’s just say the Iraqis are 
understandably less concerned with “rules 
of engagement” (ROEs) than Western 
nations like us. It is also important to 
recognize the fact that American airstrikes 
have been extremely effective in crippling 
ISIS offensive operations into Kurdish and 
Iraqi territories. In fact, one can reasonably 
argue that U.S. airstrikes are the reason that 
ISIS has not overrun the entirety of Iraq by 
now.  

Do mistakes happen? Of course. When 
Daesh uses babies as human shields, 
innocent people die. I’ve seen the bodies, 
the blood, the broken homes. It’s terrible. 
Unfortunately, the Old City of Mosul is 
a dense, urban hellhole, so any effort to 
liberate it will mean casualties with or 
without U.S. intervention. The locals can’t 
“just leave;” if they try, their ISIS warlords 
shoot them in the back as they run. This 
of course doesn’t stop the locals from 
escaping; multitudes of families are fleeing 
ISIS territory every night under the cover of 

darkness, fog and rain. Can you guess what 
else is giving the fleeing civilians cover? 
Airstrikes. American AC-130 “Spooky” 
Specter gunships can be heard throughout 
Mosul obliterating ISIS positions every 
night; their sound essentially serves as a 
“green light” of safety for local families to 
sprint full speed to the liberated sections 
of Mosul. It is in these moments that 
ISIS leadership is far more concerned 
with avoiding an early death from above 
than enslaving the local population. 
Furthermore, American air support gives 
the Iraqi military the cover they need 
from the highly-skilled ISIS snipers that 
have been wreaking havoc on my Iraqi 
Special Operations Forces (ISOF) friends 
and delaying the liberation of Mosul. Air 
support means consistent advances into 
Mosul, which means a faster and safer 
escape run for the local civilians held 
hostage within the city. I won’t pretend that 
civilians aren’t killed by airstrikes, but when 
media sites go on to exaggerate civilian body 

counts — and we must acknowledge the 
fact that such stories make for awesome, 
income-generating clickbait— it’s little 
wonder as to why protestors take to the 
streets. Unfortunately, those quickest to 
criticize are often the ones slowest to seek 
understanding. I challenge you therefore to 
consider an alternate possibility: that “all’s 
fair in love and war, including false casualty 
counts.”

This brings me to my next point: 
FAKE NEWS. Most Americans are 
understandably sick of this term by now, 
but it wasn’t until I went to Iraq that I 
realized how bloody awful some “notable” 
media corporations really are. While I met 
some incredible journalists in Mosul, the 
reality is that many “war tourists” — and 
yes, CNN spawns plenty — are so eager 
to deliver a “new war story” to whatever 
crummy media site put them there that 
they will say just about anything. Guess 
what kind of headline sells the most clicks in 
the West? AMERICAN AIRSTRIKE KILLS 

200+ CIVILIANS IN MOSUL. When this 
story came out in late March, international 
outrage against the U.S. was imminent. 
Literally a week later, as media sites started 
reposting the story from “a respected source 
on the ground” (who nobody with ground 
experience in Mosul actually respects), 
political will against U.S. intervention in 
Iraq sky-rocketed. American air support 
ceased almost entirely. The entire Iraqi 
operation against ISIS in Mosul was halted; 
they simply didn’t have enough soldiers 
to risk without American air support. ISIS 
snipers came out of the woodwork and, free 
from aerial bombardment, started shooting  
Iraqi soldiers and civilians like flies.

The worst part of the whole story is that 
it was all based on a FAT LIE. Did it matter 
that the number was grossly exaggerated? 
No. Did it matter that nobody officially 
investigated the site of the airstrikes, since it 
was deep in ISIS territory? No. Did it matter 
that only a single German airstrike landed 
in that area, not an American one, during 
the whole week of the alleged civilian “mass 
murder?” No. If there were 200+ dead 
civilians, there would have been at least 
800+ wounded. My team (the Academy 
of Emergency Medicine) and our friends 
from NYC Medics were the only medics 
operating close enough to the frontline to 
have responded to that kind of trauma; we 
never received the bodies or the wounded. 
The Iraqi military always sends civilian 
casualties our way before channeling them 
to the nearest United Nations hospital 
so there is simply no way this could have 
happened without us knowing. Ironically, 
we called that week “ISOF Shit Week” 
because the overwhelming majority of 
our patients that week were military, not 
civilians. Considering that the guys I served 
with were regularly briefing the United 
Nations on the situation in Mosul — we 
operate closer to the frontline than they 
do — it came as a surprise to us that the 
only people who seemed to know anything 
about this “ghost airstrike” in Mosul 
were European journalists (not actually 
in Mosul!). And who knows? Maybe 
some pissed off reporter got stopped 
by the Kurds on the second checkpoint, 
interviewed some random guy on the side 
of the road, and wrote this whole airstrike 
myth up since he couldn’t tell his publishers 
that he failed to reach his destination? I 
wouldn’t put it past a war tourist. But the 
West believed it, airstrikes stopped, the ISIS 
snipers got back on their rooftops to shoot 
our Iraqi partners.

War is a disgusting thing. However, after 
invading and destabilizing Iraq — and then 
abandoning their government in 2014 — 
the United States has a duty and obligation 
to put down the intentional threat of ISIS in 
Mosul. We don’t need to put boots on the 
ground, but I can honestly say that U.S. air 
support is appreciated by our Iraqi military 
partners and even many of the Mosul locals 
I interacted with. It definitely sucked as an 
American to treat airstrike patients, but 
I can honestly say that such cases were 
extremely rare and isolated. Much to my 
surprise, I found that many Iraqis and 
Kurds I met in Iraq were appreciative of U.S. 
support despite our complicated history in 
their lands. I’m looking forward to going 
back out to Iraq as a volunteer medic for the 
next battle against ISIS in Tel Afar, but until 
then, all I can do is share my experience. 

Nik Frey thanks you for hearing  him out. 
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A Gaucho Medic in Mosul

Iraq is where the line between humanitarians and warriors is blurred. My team, many of who are former combat veterans, have to 
carry guns sometimes for protection. Courtesy of Nik Frey. 

Data courtesy of The Global Coalition  
Graphic by Kevin Son / Daily Nexus 

Mosul ambulance driver. It is common knowledge that driving an ambulance is a fairly dangerous job, even on well-paved roads 
in America. Multiply this risk by 10 and add the possibility of gunfire, and this is what war-zone ambulance drivers deal with on a 
regular basis. Courtesy of Nik Frey.

If you find yourself trying to 
masturbate and asphyxiate yourself 
at the same time, please do not try to 
do that. Over a thousand have died. 
Google it. I’m serious. Don’t. Just. Don’t. 

You will have a day filled with 
unrelenting yet underwhelming covfefe.

The answer to your long-awaited 
question is here. Only a Disney princess 
is able to summon forest creatures to do 
her essays for her. Unfortunately, you are 
on your own in this regard. Good luck.

Add a little spice in your life this week. On 
your burrito, in the bedroom, to your eggs, to 
the girls (get it); the possibilities are endless.

Your final papers are not really 
due soon. Be sure to get unspeakably 
drunk every night this week — your 
deadlines will be extended to finals week. 

Sorry, you just have bad luck this week. 
Has your laptop broken yet? Is your bike 
still outside your apartment? Do you still 
have full usage of your dominant hand? Hm. 

With graduation approaching you will 
soon be saying goodbye to your senior 
friends. In addition to reminiscing on all 
the memories you’ve made together, make 
sure to keep asking them about what job 
they have lined up — they really enjoy that.

Beware of hubris. Just because 
the last time you wrote an essay in 
one night it worked out, it doesn’t 
mean that’ll always be the case. Try 
starting two days in advance next time.

 An ounce of preparation is worth a 
gallon of last-stress tears. Double check 
that you completed all of your GEs. 
Like all of them. Even those little ones 
that don’t fall under a letter category. 
Apparently they actually care about those.

As the school year comes to a close, 
make sure to get all your accounts in 
order. Don’t forget to close out your 
Freebs account so you don’t get banned.

 

Money troubles have been bothering you 
lately, dear Leo. Make sure to check out 
the houses on 66 Abrego for “extra” cash.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20-FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

The results of the test are in; you 
might want to sit down for this. 

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

The author reads on a rooftop during an airstrike in Mosul, Iraq. Courtesy of Max Gelink 

This family escaped from ISIS territory at 1a.m. under the cover of night, fog, rain, and an AC-130 “Spooky” gunship. Their mother 
was shot in the breast as she ran; my team and ISOF medics were treating her wounds as the local Iraqi commander gave these 
kids something to eat. They were very hungry and cold. Courtesy of Nik Frey. 

Treating a civilian patient in a recaptured Mosul mosque. Most of our patients are wounded by IED’s, mortars, RPGs, gunshots 
and, occasionally, chemical weapons; only rarely do we receive airstrike casualties. Courtesy of Alex Kuhni.
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