
NEXUSDAILY
In memory of George Chen, Katherine Cooper, James Hong, Christopher Michaels-Martinez, David Wang and Veronika Weiss. 

ThUrSDAY, MAY 25, 2017 w w w.dailynexus.com

Does everything beautiful hide wounds so deep?
Like marks in the sand that try their form to keep,
With the passage of time, 
I find, even willows bow to its silver touch.
We’re sound exploding into silence,

With the waves cradling the sway
And the waves are what remain.
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ACROSS
1 Party boss?
5 Bunks, e.g.
9 Lavish meal

14 Wine-growing
region

15 Neural conductor
16 ’80s-’90s legal

drama
17 Frustrated

crossword
solver’s cry

20 Kindle competitor
21 Chew toy material
22 Scholarship, e.g.
24 Spits out, as a

DVD
27 Small beef
28 Move through

muck
30 Brand at

Williams-Sonoma
31 Little songbird
34 Frustrated

crossword
solver’s cry

40 Kindergarten
rejoinder

41 Kan. hours
42 Hacienda

honorific
43 Frustrated

crossword
solver’s cry

46 Formula One
racer Fabi

47 Enzyme suffix
48 Spirited horse
49 Shriner hat
52 Two-time Bond

portrayer
55 Ph.D. seeker’s

exam
56 Keys at a bar,

perhaps
59 Onetime larva
61 Relieved

crossword
solver’s cry

66 Nice states
67 Co-star of Tom in

“Angels &
Demons”

68 Telethon request
69 It may be roja or

verde
70 Shirts with

slogans
71 Walkout walk-in

DOWN
1 Yes, in

Yokohama

2 __Kosh B’Gosh
3 Superior talents
4 Save for later, in a

way
5 Holdup
6 Bus. line
7 Track

relentlessly
8 Show derision
9 One may be fatal

10 Per capita
11 Bold poker bet
12 Jidda native
13 Short online

posting
18 Job ad abbr.
19 “Delicious!”
22 It has defs. for

128 characters
23 “Didn’t bring my

A-game”
25 Business biggies
26 By the sea
29 Respond smugly

to 23-Down’s
speaker

32 __-bitsy
33 Greek letter
35 It may be

retractable
36 Desert trial
37 Like non-

hydrocarbon
compounds

38 Baseballer
married to
soccer’s Mia

39 Diving bird
44 Mountain warble
45 Takes another

look at, as a cold
case

49 Small winds
50 Musical with the

song “A New
Argentina”

51 Divided into districts

53 Till now
54 Rapa __: Easter

Island
57 “Peanuts” cry
58 She met Rick in

Paris
60 UPS deliveries
62 Carry a balance
63 Brush-off on the

brae
64 Reproductive

cells
65 Homespun home

By Steven J. St. John
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Thursday, April 26, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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“Gun control to Major Tom.”
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman would like to point out that 

tiny kitchen cookinf videos are the dumbest hsit ever. 
Unless you’re a FUCKING hamster, what’s the POINT of 
watchimg frustrayingly snall kitchen utensils CREATE 
frustringly SMALL FOOD!!!???

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Ze is fuming just thinking about 
the assholes that put TIME into making tiny S’mores.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Restaurants
Server
     We are looking for the right 
genuine server,  wine knowledge a 
plus, for our dynamite team.
 We are energetic breakfast, busy 
lunches great happy hour and in 

house desserts. Stop by Andersens 
1106 State st. Santa Barbara or 
e-mail your resume
Email andersenssantabarbara@
gmail.com
www.andersenssantabarbara.com

	 Three	years	after	an	immensely	painful	day	in	Isla	Vista	history,	the	last	class	of	
primary	sources	is	packing	its	resilience	and	leaving	behind	footprints	in	the	sand.
	 Seniors	who	graduate	this	year	have	described	that	night	and	its	aftermath	as	a	
loss	of	innocence,	a	solemn	“nothing	was	the	same”	shared	by	neighbors	in	a	salty	
paradise.
	 When	 the	 skidding	 tires	 and	 gunshots	 first	 resounded	 through	 I.V.,	 reporters	
and	concerned	friends	rushed	to	answer	questions.	The	town	was	deeply	damaged	
after	an	infinite	10	minutes.
	 A	 grieving	 community	 pounced	 back	 with	 10	 times	 the	 strength	 of	 its	 two	
square	miles	and	held	its	people	together.	Love	was	abound,	as	was	politics,	anger,	
confusion	and	terrible	fog	of	sadness.

	 On	this	difficult	day,	the	Nexus	hopes	to	offer	Isla	Vistans	a	place	to	honor	the	
memory	of	lives	lost	three	years	ago.
	 Some	 of	 our	 content	 regarding	 the	 aftermath,	 such	 as	 coverage	 on	 a	 lawsuit	
involving	Capri	Apartments,	contains	explicit	details	that	may	be	difficult	to	read.	
Other	stories	are	designed	to	pause,	breathe	and	continue	the	day.
	 An	excess	of	trauma	separates	the	students	who	lived	through	the	tragedy	and	
the	freshmen	who	began	UCSB	only	four	months	later.
	 These	students,	now	one-fourth	of	our	population,	carry	the	pain	of	a	terrible	
night	and	its	aftermath.	We	hope	reflecting	together	on	Isla	Vista’s	past	will	help	
soften	this	burden.
	 Supriya	Yelimeli,	Editor	in	Chief

Editor’s Note: Isla Vista’s Resilience Revisited
SIERRA DEAK / DAILY NEXUS 
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Staff Report
 
MUSEUM FEST

The UCSB Art, Design & Architecture (ADA) Museum will be hosting a free 
event 6 p.m. Thursday at the ADA Museum for DIY printmaking, collaborative 
mural making, music, food and a meet-and-greet with Master of Fine Arts artists. 
The fest goes until sundown, but the music and food part of the evening will start 
at 8 p.m. Nimita’s Indian Cuisine will be featured at the event. 

CHALLAH BACK
UCSB Challah for Hunger will host a bread sale from 12-2 p.m. Friday on the 

Isla Vista Food Cooperative patio. The purpose of the sale is to raise money and 
awareness for social justice causes. 
 
SAVAGE NAPOLEON

Local band This is Napoleon? will be playing 10 p.m. to 12 a.m. Friday at 6519 
El Nido Ln. Savage Henry, another I.V. band, has hinted that they might be playing 
as well.
 
RAICES DE MI TIERRA

The UCSB traditional Mexican dance group, Raices De Mi Tierra, will be hav-
ing their annual show 7-9 p.m. Saturday at Campbell Hall. This year’s show is 
titled “Amor Trascendiendo Fronteras,” which translates to “Love that Transcends 
Borders.”
 
MEATLESS SUNDAY

A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. Sunday 
at Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Cafe). Food Not Bombs is a large organization 
that spans the country and is a form of “franchise activism.” They believe that 
corporate and government priorities are skewed and allow hunger despite the 
abundance of food and food waste. Those interested in cooking for Sunday can 
email organizers at foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. The dinner is regularly held 
every Sunday. 
 
SPICE IT UP

The I.V. Food Co-op is hosting a free hot sauce tasting event 6-8 p.m. Monday 
on the Co-op patio. The store has over 50 different kinds of hot sauces and has 
recently added more. Co-op staff will be sampling out 10 varieties of hot sauces. 
 
TOWN HALL

The I.V. Community Services District (CSD) will be hosting a town hall meeting 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday in the I.V. Clinic building for residents to raise concerns regard-
ing public safety. The I.V. CSD, formed in November after the approval of Measure 
E, has the power to contract with Santa Barbara County and the UC for additional 
police protection services in I.V. The CSD can also fund infrastructure in I.V., such 
as street lighting. 
 
XTRA FUN

Associated Students Program Board (ASPB) will be showing “Logan” at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday in the I.V. Theater. Admission is free to UCSB students. “Logan,” released 
in March, explores the dark past of “X-Men” hero Wolverine (played by Hugh 
Jackman) as he makes a last stand to protect the ailing Professor X (played by 
Patrick Stewart). A.S. Program Board regularly shows free films on Tuesday as part 
of their “Free Tuesday Film” series.
 
FRUITS OF OUR LABOR

The I.V. Food Co-op will be providing free produce samples 5-7 p.m. Wednesday 
on the Co-op patio. Amongst Co-op’s newest additions to the produce section: stone 
fruits and squashes. 

SB Congressman Introduces 
Federal Gun Control Legislation

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE AS TICKET OFFICE

I See You
Fall North America Tour

thexx.info/tour

Sep 27 7PM

Plus

BISHOP BRIGGS
JUDAH & THE LION

SOUL MAJESTIC

SATURDAY, JUNE 10 
DOORS AT 4:30PM

KJEE SUMMER ROUND UP

SBB17_Nexus_170524_v2.indd   1 5/22/17   6:59 PM

Does Your Family Need Lodging 
for Graduation Weekend?

Stay in a Tropicana Gardens residence hall suite!

*Prices include continental breakfast, linen packets in each room, parking on-site, 
internet, use of facility, and occupancy tax. *Some beds are bunked.

The closest  
hotel we could  

find is 45 minutes  
away.

If we stay at  
Trop, we can walk  

to Graduation. 

... and 
not worry  

about parking!

Tropicana Gardens is offering accommodations in our residence hall 
suites, 2 blocks from UCSB’s main campus. 2 Bedroom/1 bath suites 
have 5 twin XL beds* and 3 Bedroom/2 bath suites have 9 twin XL 
beds*; there is a shared living room, but no kitchen. Continental 
breakfast at our on-site dining hall is included, as are linen packets 
for each bed, free on-site parking, free WiFi, and use of our amenities 
(pool, rec room, and cardio room).

6585 El Colegio Road, Goleta, California 93117 • (805) 968-4319

Reserve today at
www.tropicanastudentliving.com/short-term-stays/graduation-lodging

Maura Fox
University News Editor
 

Congressman Salud Carbajal of Santa Barbara introduced a bill in the U.S. 
House and Representatives on Tuesday that would encourage states to develop 
more comprehensive gun control laws. 
  Introduced on the anniversary of the tragedy of May 23, 2014, The Gun 
Violence Restraining Order Act would incentivize states to allow courts to 
issue temporary firearm restraining orders against those the court deter-
mines to be a threat to themselves and others. 
  The bill calls for states to implement laws that allow law enforcement to 
use local gun databases, assessments from psychiatrists and psychologists 
and family recommendations to determine if a person poses a dangerous 
threat. 
  “There’s already data that demonstrates that these types of laws work,” 
Carbajal said in an interview with the Nexus. “Local law enforcement and fam-
ily members have been able to go to the courts to effectuate frameworks and 
hopefully save lives.”
  Carbajal introduced the bill along with Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty 
from Connecticut and Congressman Don Beyer from Virginia. Senator Dianne 
Feinstein of California will introduce the bill to the Senate. 
  A UC Santa Barbara alumnus and Santa Barbara resident, Carbajal said the 
Isla Vista tragedy emboldened his own work for comprehensive gun control. 
  Carbajal said the shooter’s family contacted the authorities about his 
threatening behavior, but the state did not have the framework in 2014 to 
prevent the shooter from obtaining a firearm.  
  “Certainly the Isla Vista tragedy is what motivated me to move forward 
with this legislation,” Carbajal said. 
  The bill would establish a federal grant program that would help fund the 
implementation of new state laws. Carbajal said the U.S. Congressional Budget 

Office has not yet confirmed how much money it would allocate to the states.  
  Carbajal described the bill as “sensible” and “common sense,” but he 
expressed uncertainty about its future in Congress.  
  “I’m hopeful that there is a renewed interest in considering this type of 
legislation,” Carbajal said. “Regrettably, we do have a majority and a White 
House who has not demonstrated an interest or an appetite to consider these 
types of laws.” 
  Carbajal said Americans want Congress to implement improved firearm 
laws, and he admonished the federal legislature for its inability to pass gun 
control legislation. 
  “All they do is a moment of silence, and that gives them enough satisfac-
tion,” he said. “A minute to think of the tragedy and the lives that have been 
lost is not acceptable or positive action to address this important issue.” 
  Carbajal hopes the bill will encourage other states to follow the gun reform 
legislation of California and Connecticut, which have taken large steps to 
combat gun violence. 
  California, with some of the strictest gun laws in the United States, 
requires background checks for ammunition sales and prohibits the sale of 
semi-automatic rifles with quickly detachable magazines as well as the own-
ership of magazines holding more than 10 rounds. The state also limits gun 
loans between family members.
  Since the murder of his son, Christopher Michaels-Martinez, in the I.V. 
shooting, Richard Martinez has become a fervent advocate for gun control 
reform, traveling across the country and urging legislators to take action. 
  In a press release, Martinez said he hopes lawmakers pass reformative leg-
islation so no other family suffers through the “nightmare” of losing a child to 
gun violence. 
  “With each new tragedy, it becomes increasingly hard for Congress to jus-
tify their inaction and complicity in our nation’s gun violence epidemic,” he 
said in a statement. 

Santa Barbara Congressman Salud Carbajal introduced a bill to the House of Representatives that advocates stricter federal gun control. 
Carbajal introduced this bill with fellow representatives Congressman Don Beyer from Virginia and Congresswoman Elizabeth Esty from 
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The Goings-On 
in I.V. This Week

Editor’s Note: Isla Vista’s Resilience Revisited
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Space is Limited - Call Now!  (805) 681-3113

STATE STREET 
STORAGE

4001 State St.
(next to Caltrans)

♥ No long-term commitment - Rent for as little as 1 month!
♥ Free Truck & Driver – From your dorm to our door!
♥ Low, competitive rates & many sizes to choose from!
♥ Packing supplies & locks – Just 5 miles from UCSB!
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Ice Hockey at

UCSB

UCSB Ice Hockey Co-ed Club Sport Is Now Recruiting Players For Fall 2017!

Coached by Scott Hyers and former NHL player Steve Heinze at Goleta’s Ice in 
Paradise. Participate against Cal, UCSD, Stanford, CLU, Santa Clara and others. 
Arizona and UCLA are also possible contenders in the upcoming season.

For more information contact Advisor Ben Brecher tenorskiucsb@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR THE 2017-2018 
FISCAL YEAR

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, June 12, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room, Fourth Floor, County 
Administration Building, 105 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, 
California; the Board of Supervisors will meet for the purpose of 
conducting Public Hearings on:

• The Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Recommended Budget 
for the County of Santa Barbara.  The Recommended Budget for the 
County of Santa Barbara includes the County’s General Operational 
Budget as well as budgets of special districts governed by the Board 
of Supervisors; and  

• The Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Recommended Budget 
for the County of Santa Barbara acting as Successor Agency to the 
former County of Santa Barbara Redevelopment Agency.

The hearings are scheduled for June 12th, and if necessary June 14th 
and June 16th including the Board of Supervisors’ final deliberations.  
Should additional deliberations be needed, the Board may choose to 
extend the hearings through June 23, 2017.  A tentative schedule is 
available at the County Executive Office, 105 East Anapamu Street, 
Room 406, Santa Barbara, California; however, individual times on 
that schedule are subject to change.

Any member of the public may submit written comments and appear 
at the hearing and be heard regarding any item in the Recommended 
Budgets or for the inclusion of additional items.  All proposals for 
revisions shall be submitted in writing to the Clerk of the Board 
of Supervisors before the close of the public hearing.  The Board 
will receive staff’s recommended final budget changes which will 
be available for public review before the Board takes final action 
on them.
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons 
needing special assistance to participate in these hearings may contact 
the Clerk of the Board at (805) 568-2240.  Notification of at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the Clerk to make reasonable 
arrangements.
A copy of the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Recommended Budgets for the 
County of Santa Barbara; and for the County of Santa Barbara as Suc-
cessor Agency to the former County of Santa Barbara Redevelopment 
Agency, will be available for public review on May 25, 2017 at the 
Clerk of the Board office, 105 East Anapamu Street, Room 407, Santa 
Barbara, California, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on weekdays. 
Copies will also be available at the County’s Fourth District office at 
401 East Cypress Avenue, Lompoc; and the Fifth District office at 511 
East Lakeside Parkway, Santa Maria. Additional copies of the Fiscal 
Year 2017-2018 Recommended Budgets will be available for public 
review at all main libraries during library operating hours.
Questions may be directed to the County Executive Office at (805) 
568-3400.  

Witness my hand and seal this 20th day of May 2017.

Michael Allen
CLERK OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
By: Russ Barker

Suit Against I.V. Shooter’s Housing Complex Progresses

Jose Ochoa
County News Editor
 

With a court date set for Sept. 15, the parents of three victims of the May 23, 2014, 
shooting are moving forward in a lawsuit against the Isla Vista apartment complex where 
the shooter lived and murdered the parents’ children.

The parents of UC Santa Barbara students James Hong and David Wang — the shooter’s 
roommates — and their friend, George Chen, filed a wrongful death lawsuit in March 2015 
against the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Department and Capri Apartments, arguing 
that their deaths could have been prevented. 

While the Sheriff’s Department has been dropped from the lawsuit, Hi Desert Mobile 
Home Park L.P., the company that owns Capri Apartments, and Asset Campus Housing 
(ACH), a third-party student housing property management company, are still on the law-
suit and will face trial on Sept. 15.  

The defendants submitted a motion to dismiss the lawsuit, but it was rejected this year 
on Feb. 10.

Becker Law Group and McNicholas & McNicholas, LLP, the two L.A.-based law firms 
representing the victims’ parents, claimed negligence and wrongful death against the two 
companies, which they believe should have properly vetted Elliot Rodger before assigning 
him to be Hong and Wang’s roommate.  

According to court documents obtained by the Nexus, the parents’ original complaint 
against the two companies alleged Capri Apartments was warned Rodger was a “violent and 
dangerous threat to his roommates.” 

Allegedly, the apartment company “had actual and constructive knowledge of his 
bizarre behavior,” yet still did not conduct a “reasonable investigation” before assigning him 
as Hong and Wang’s roommate.  

“Plaintiffs are informed and believe that [the two companies], through their on-site 
management personnel, were aware that law enforcement officers had come to Apt. #7 due 
to a dispute between Rodger and his roommates,” according to the original 2015 complaint. 

The complaint says as a result of the two companies’ “negligence,” Hong, Wang and Chen 
were “rendered completely vulnerable” to Rodger and “subjected to his violent acts, which 
caused their deaths.”

The families are suing for any psychological, emotional or physical pain caused by the 
deaths of the three victims and are seeking compensation as “the Court deems just and 
proper.”

“[The parents of Chen, Hong and Wang] have incurred funeral and burial expenses and 
suffered extreme and severe distress, pain, anguish and other economic and non-economic 
damages in an amount to be proven at trial,” according to court documents.

Hong and Wang were assigned to Apt. #7 at Capri Apartments of Seville Road in 
September 2013 despite several complaints from Rodger’s old roommates about his mental 
well-being.

In late 2011, Rodger was assigned two Hispanic male roommates who he said were 
“rowdy, inferior, pig-faced thugs,” according to his manifesto. Within days of meeting them, 
he insulted them and told them he was “superior,” according to court documents. 

In September of 2011, Rodger was assigned a new roommate who, a few months later, 
“began to fear for his personal safety,” according to the complaint the parents’ lawyers filed. 

According to the roommate’s complaint to the apartment complex, “Living with Eliot 
[sic] is like living with a ticking time bomb waiting to explode, and the only way to solve this 
problem is by removing it. We are at the point where I fear for my safety.” 

The parents’ lawyers claim in a Feb. 10, 2017, court document that the three victims 
“simply would not have been killed” if the companies had complied with “basic industry 
standards and at a reasonable level of care.” 

A representative from Capri Apartments said they were uncomfortable commenting on 
the case but could say “the management company has changed since 2014.”

Patrick McNicholas, partner of McNicholas & McNicholas, LLP, said “the apartment was 
completely lacking in training its onsite managers in issues of safety, on issues of matching 
roommates, in issues making sure that the roommates were safe.” 

“The parents are very hopeful their children will not have died in vain,” he said. 
McNicholas also said the parents hope companies with similar business models will take 

student safety seriously and implement proper policies and procedures to prevent similar 
events.  

“They’re moving forward with their lives, but they are beyond devastated,” he said. 

The parents of James Hong, David Wang and George Chen filed a negligence and wrongful death lawsuit 
against Capri Apartments and Asset Campus Housing in March of 2015

The parents of the victims of the Isla Vista shooting filed a lawsuit against the shooter’s apartment complex, Capri Apartments, in March 2015, 
claiming that the housing company was responsible for the wrongful death of their children. A court date has been set for Sept. 15 of this year.

JENNY LUO / DAILY NEXUS 
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Legacies Not Lost
Maura Fox
University News Editor
 
	 As	 the	 tragedy	 of	 May	 23,	 2014	 reminds	 the	 UC	
Santa	Barbara	community	and	families	of	those	lost,	the	
memorial	scholarships	designed	to	commemorate	the	six	
victims	allow	the	students’	legacies	to	carry	on	through	
fellow	students.
	 The	 scholarships	 were	 created	 by	 university	 admin-
istration	with	the	families	of	George	Chen,	Christopher	
Michaels-Martinez,	 James	 Hong,	 Katherine	 Cooper,	
David	Wang	and	Veronika	Weiss,	the	six	UCSB	students	
killed	three	years	ago.
	 Chancellor	 Henry	 T.	 Yang	 notified	 the	 recipients	
about	 the	 scholarships	 during	 Winter	 Quarter	 and	
awarded	 them	 the	 scholarships	 during	 Spring	 Quarter.	
The	 recipients	 were	 chosen	 based	 off	 their	 academic	
achievements,	 interests	 and	 personalities,	 which	 are	
meant	to	reflect	those	of	the	six	victims.
	 “[The	recipients]	are	student	leaders	who	have	shown	
a	 deep	 commitment	 to	 their	 education	 and	 who	 have	
made	an	impact	on	our	UC	Santa	Barbara	campus	and	in	
neighboring	Isla	Vista,”	Yang	said	in	a	statement.	
	 Courtney	 Cabansag,	 fourth-year	 language,	 culture	
and	 society	 major,	 is	 the	 recipient	 of	 the	 George	 Chen	
Memorial	Scholarship.
	 Chen	 studied	 computer	 science	 in	 the	 College	 of	
Engineering.	He	worked	as	a	YMCA	camp	counselor	and	
enjoyed	spending	time	with	children.	 
	 Cabansag	 has	 maintained	 a	 strong	 level	 of	 engage-
ment	 at	 UCSB,	 working	 as	 a	 peer	 advisor	 for	 academic	
advising,	 a	 tutor	 for	 C.L.A.S.	 and	 local	 elementary	
schools	and	with	the	Division	of	Student	Affairs	and	the	
Educational	Opportunity	Program.	 
	 A	 graduating	 senior,	 Cabansag	 said	 she	 will	 attend	
Syracuse	 University	 in	 the	 fall	 to	 pursue	 a	 master’s	

degree	in	higher	and	postsecondary	education.	 
	 “It	 means	 so	 much	 to	 be	 chosen	 for	 something	 that	
means	 so	 much	 to	 this	 family,”	 Cabansag	 said.	 “The	
thought	that	I	really	did	something	that	their	son	stood	
for	is	extremely	impactful	for	me.
	 Francisco	 Olvera,	 third-year	 English	 major,	
received	 the	 Christopher	 Michaels-Martinez	 Memorial	
Scholarship	for	his	academic	achievements	in	the	English	
department.	 He	 said	 his	 father	 was	 the	 first	 person	 he	
told	about	the	scholarship.
	 Michaels-Martinez	was	an	English	major	who	planned	
to	study	abroad	in	London	during	his	third	year	at	UCSB.	 
	 In	 the	 English	 department,	 Olvera	 focuses	 his	 stud-
ies	 on	 multi-ethnic	 fiction	 and	 racial,	 ethnic	 and	 cul-
tural	 elements	 in	 literature.	 He	 said	 he	 hopes	 to	 one	
day	 become	 a	 professor	 so	 he	 can	 continue	 exploring	
multi-ethnic	 and	 multicultural	 themes	 in	 20th-century	
American	literature.	  
	 Olvera	 was	 not	 a	 student	 at	 UCSB	 when	 the	 tragedy	
occurred	in	2014,	but	he	said	he	is	honored	to	contribute	
to	 the	 legacy	 of	 Michaels-Martinez,	 who	 also	 hoped	 to	
inspire	social	change	through	writing.
	 “You	want	to	look	at	it	in	a	positive	light,”	Olvera	said.	
	 Luke	 Janes,	 a	 graduate	 student	 in	 the	 psycholo-
gy	 department,	 is	 the	 recipient	 of	 the	 James	 Hong	
Memorial	Scholarship.
	 Hong	 studied	 computer	 engineering	 while	 at	 UCSB	
and	spent	his	time	volunteering	at	the	Rainbow	Chinese	
School	in	Cupertino.	
	 “He	 seemed	 like	 a	 really	 smart	 and	 kind	 and	 unique	
guy,	so	there’s	nothing	I	can	do	that	would	match	losing	
him,”	Janes	said.	
	 Janes	 said	 the	 scholarship	 is	 a	 “heavy	 honor,”	 and	
he	 hopes	 through	 his	 own	 research	 in	 psychology	 he	
can	 help	 change	 the	 way	 society	 handles	 issues	 of	
sexual	assault,	depression	and	isolation	and	patriarchal	

standards.	  
	 “It	 was	 such	 a	 painful	 event,	 but	 it’s	 an	 event	 that	
really	increases	the	consciousness	around	what	we	need	
to	do	as	a	community,”	Janes	said.	
	 Majdolene	 Dajani,	 a	 third-year	 anthropology	 and	
classics	 double	 major,	 received	 the	 Katherine	 Breann	
Cooper	Memorial	Scholarship.	
	 Cooper	 was	 an	 art	 history	 and	 classics	 double	 major	
and	 member	 of	 the	 Tri	 Delta	 sorority.	 Her	 friends	
described	her	as	“radiant”	and	passionate	about	dance.	 
	 Dajani	said	although	she	was	not	a	student	at	UCSB	at	
the	time	of	the	tragedy,	she	has	recognized	and	felt	how	
the	community	has	“come	back	stronger.”	
	 “It	 does	 mean	 a	 lot	 to	 be	 connected	 to	 this	 person	
through	the	scholarship	and	that	I	can,	in	living,	still	be	
a	reminder	of	this	person,”	Dajani	said.	
	 Samantha	 Stopol,	 a	 third-year	 economics	 major	 and	
recipient	of	the	David	Wang	Memorial	Scholarship,	said	
she	sees	the	scholarship	as	a	“second	chance	at	life.”
	 Stopol	 was	 in	 a	 car	 accident	 prior	 to	 receiving	 the	
scholarship	and	suffered	severe	injuries.	Holding	leader-
ship	positions	in	the	Gamma	Phi	Beta	sorority	and	being	
a	member	of	Real	Life,	a	Christian	student	organization,	
she	 said	 she	 believes	 the	 accident	 and	 scholarship	 were	
God’s	ways	of	telling	her	to	slow	down	in	life.	
	 Wang	 studied	 computer	 engineering	 while	 at	 UCSB	
and	was	active	within	his	Christian	community.	    
	 “I	do	think	about	him	a	lot,”	Stopol	said,	adding	that	
she	wants	to	use	her	own	faith	to	continue	Wang’s	legacy.	
	 She	 will	 be	 studying	 abroad	 next	 Winter	 and	 Spring	
Quarters	 in	Chile	and	hopes	 to	participate	 in	Christian	
ministry	work	while	there.
	 Paola	Dela	Cruz	is	a	fourth-year	history	of	public	pol-
icy	major	and	recipient	of	the	Veronika	Weiss	Memorial	
Scholarship.	
	 Weiss	was	a	pre-financial	mathematics	and	statistics	

major	 and	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Tri	 Delta	 sorority.	 Friends	
said	 she	 was	 outgoing	 and	 wanted	 to	 be	 friends	 with	
everyone.	
	 Dela	Cruz	has	been	actively	 involved	on	campus	and	
in	 Isla	 Vista	 since	 she	 arrived	 at	 UCSB,	 serving	 as	 an	
Associated	Students	senator	and	external	vice	president	
of	local	affairs.	She	said	she	has	immersed	herself	in	the	
I.V.	 community	 through	 her	 work	 in	 improving	 safety	
and	bridging	A.S.	with	under-recognized	communities.	 
	 “I	very	much	try	 to	honor	the	work	that’s	been	done	
before	me	and	always	try	to	be	honest	and	genuine	in	any	
relationship	 I’m	 building	 with	 any	 person	 or	 organiza-
tion,”	Dela	Cruz	said.
	 Weiss	would	be	graduating	this	June,	and	Dela	Cruz	
said	 she	 is	 grateful	 for	 the	 opportunity	 to	 empathize	
with	the	parents	and	continue	activist	work	in	the	mem-
ory	of	their	daughter.	 
	 “Their	 daughter	 would	 have	 been	 graduating	 with	
me,	and	so	part	of	this	memorial	scholarship	means	I	am	
sharing	this	graduation	moment	with	and	 in	 the	 legacy	
of	Veronika	Weiss,”	Dela	Cruz	said.
	 Cabansag	 and	 Dela	 Cruz	 noted	 the	 significance	 of	
receiving	the	scholarships	as	fourth-year	students.	  
	 “Me	 and	 my	 class	 are	 the	 last	 group	 of	 people	 here	
to	experience	the	tragedy	first-hand,”	Cabansag	said.	 “I	
remember	that	night	like	the	back	of	my	hand;	it’s	some-
thing	I’ll	never	forget.”
	 The	lives	of	Chen,	Michaels-Martinez,	Hong,	Cooper,	
Wang	and	Weiss	will	be	remembered	through	the	schol-
arships	that	bear	their	names.	Each	passing	year,	UCSB	
and	I.V.	will	continue	to	heal	through	the	memory	of	the	
students	and	their	impact	on	the	community.	
	 “Our	 memorial	 scholarships	 commemorate	 the	 lives	
and	the	spirit	of	each	of	the	students	who	were	lost	to	us	
and	help	ensure	that	their	legacies	live	on	through	future	
students,”	Yang	said	in	a	statement.

Luke Janes, a graduate student in the psychology department, was 
awarded the James Hong Memorial Scholarship. Hong was a computer 
engineering student and volunteered regularly at the Rainbow Chinese 
School. Janes referred to the scholarship as a “heavy honor.” 

Samantha Stopol, a third-year economics major, received the David 
Wang Memorial Scholarship. Wang was a computer engineering student 
during his time at UCSB, and he was active in the Christian community. 
Stopol saw the scholarship as a “second chance at life.”

Paola Dela Cruz, a fourth-year history of public policy major, was the 
recipient of the Veronika Weiss Memorial Scholarship. Weiss was an 
outgoing pre-financial mathematics and statistics major who was a 
member of the Tri Delta sorority. She would have graduated this June.

Majdolene Dajani, a third-year anthropology and classics double major, 
was the recipient of the Katherine Breann Cooper Memorial Scholarship. 
Cooper, described as “radiant” by friends, was an art history and classics 
double major and member of the Tri Delta sorority.

Francisco Olvera, a third-year English major, was the recipient of the 
Christopher Michaels-Martinez Memorial Scholarship for his achievements 
in the English department. He hopes to become a professor so as to further 
explore multi-cultural themes in literature.

Courtney Cabansag, a fourth-year language, culture and society major, 
received the George Chen Memorial Scholarship. Cabansag said the 
thought of honoring Chen’s interests was “extremely impactful” for her. 
Chen was a computer science student in the College of Engineering. 

Six memorial scholarships honor the achievements, interests and passions of the victims of the May 23, 2014, tragedy
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May 23 Memorial Draws Over 200 to Anisq’Oyo’ Park 
Parents, students and I.V. community members gathered to honor the lives and memories of the May 23, 2014, victims

Megan Mineiro
Senior Staff Writer

Jose Ochoa
County News Editor

Student a capella groups opened Tuesday’s memorial 
of the tragic events of May 23, 2014, with a performance 
of “Amazing Grace,” as the victims’ families, students, 
faculty and staff gathered on the lawn of Anisq’Oyo’ Park 
to remember the six students lost.

Over 200 people came together to reflect on memo-
ries of George Chen, Katherine Cooper, James Hong, 
Christopher Michaels-Martinez, David Wang and 
Veronika Weiss, who lost their lives three years ago in 
the mass murder that left another 14 injured and count-
less Isla Vista residents impacted. This year’s graduat-
ing seniors will be the last class that attended UC Santa 
Barbara at the time of the tragedy.

Many of the victims’ parents were present at the 
memorial vigil, including the mother of George Chen, 
Kelly Wang. She said the memory of her son continues to 
be a “heart-wrenching pain,” but despite the overwhelm-
ing sadness, the thought of his kindness has inspired 
her to “follow the call to serve others” and “discover new 
meanings” in her own life.

“In many sleepless nights, I looked at George’s photo, 
touched his beautiful face with my fingers and I asked 
myself, ‘What can I do for you George? Is there anything 
in the world that I can ever do for you?’” Wang said.

“In the silence, I heard a soft little voice came from my 
own heart. The little voice spoke to me: ‘Go out, take care 
of others. Spread kindness,’ just as my son has done in his 
short life,” she said.

Chancellor Henry T. Yang said that in the years 
that followed the tragedy, the administration, “who care 
deeply,” has met weekly in two-hour meetings to improve 
safety in I.V.

“Although gone in the flesh, they live on in spirit, in 

memory, in the moments such as this and through our 
individual memories. We will never forget the loss,” Yang 
said.

First District County Supervisor Das Williams remind-
ed the crowd of the statewide legislation enacted since 
2014, including Assembly Bill 1014, which allows for the 
temporary removal of firearms from individuals consid-
ered at risk of committing violent acts, and Assembly Bill 
510, which reroutes mobile 911 phone calls for quicker 
responses to emergencies.

Williams also said the formation of the I.V. Community 
Services District (CSD) is in part due to the events of 2014.

“That is what happens from remembering, and that’s 
what happens from standing up and making sure other 
people remember,” he said.

But Williams also warned the crowd that the conse-
quences of forgetting the tragedy are “too great to con-
template.”

“I can tell you, because I have lived in this community, 
that I know the consequences if we fail. If we fail, we will 
be here 10 years from now talking about someone else’s 
slain children. We must remember,” he said.

I.V. CSD board chair Ethan Bertrand said he was driven 
by the events of May 23 to get involved in the I.V. commu-
nity despite not having lived in I.V. in May 2014.

“I remember sitting in my bedroom the day it hap-
pened with my twin brother and then turning on CNN 
that morning,” Bertrand said. “Seeing the tragedy that 
had occurred ... in this community that we knew we loved 
and that we were moving across the country to go to, it 
really scared us. But we felt still drawn to come to the 
community.”

Sue Abdurahman, a friend of Michaels-Martinez who 
first met him at Santa Cruz Residence Hall, made a point 
to thank those in attendance who may not have been 
immediately affected by the loss of the six victims.

“I appreciate everyone who came out since a lot of 
people who are more directly impacted have left UCSB, but 
thank you all for being here,” she said.
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SPORTS
Imagine if Gregg Popovich was 

your father. I think the only 
individual on this planet that 
would survive his parenting is 
Kawhi Leonard. Man, those 

would be some boring father-son 
outings.   

Armchair QB
It was announced Tuesday that the UCSB 

men’s tennis team ended with the No. 
21 ranked recruiting class in the nation. 

The Gauchos have won the last three Big 
West titles. 

Men’s Tennis

Sean White
Sports Co-Editor

Earn scholarship offers, select the best system that caters to your 
style of play, then become a star of a collegiate program. 

Those are the steps that people typically assume best sum up the 
transition of most student-athletes going from the high school to 
college ranks. 

But much more goes into this process, including one of the biggest 
factors: life off the field or court. 

Party school. Dangerous. Untamed. 
These are the common misconceptions about life here at UCSB. 
Overcoming, this false illusion has always been difficult, but 

the tragedy that occurred on May 23, 2014, was an unfortunate yet 
compelling reminder of the love and unity that reside within the UCSB 
community. 

Prior to this date, preparing to graduate from St. Mary’s High School 
in Stockton, Calif., and having already verbally committed to the UCSB 
men’s basketball team back in Aug. 2013, current junior shooting guard 
Gabe Vincent seemed to have everything figured out. 

But he, too, once shared uncertainty before this decision, yet his 
perspective was corrected as he was gradually integrated into the UCSB 
community. 

“When I was in high school and people would bring up [UCSB], it 
started to get a bad reputation. Everybody knew it was a party school, 
but that’s kind of a two-sided coin. People like to party and have fun 
and go to school, but some people are discouraged by that,” Vincent 
explained. “I for sure was at first. When you think of UCSB, most of the 
time that’s what you think of. Yes, you get a great education, but that 
party scene over there might be too wild. [But] the more I came out and 
got involved with the community and saw what they were about and 
got more comfortable here, [I saw] that people are in the library 24/7, 
people are grinding, taking classes, and that’s just a way for them to let 
loose. The community is so small that people are all together; it allows 
everyone to enjoy life together, which is awesome because not many 
places can have that.”

As someone who had confirmed his love for basketball in the sixth 
grade and who was determined to put his all into the sport once he 
started playing at the AAU level, Vincent saw the advantages of UCSB’s 
location, beautiful women and Division I status, which seemed to 
provide an opportunity any prospective student-athlete would desire 
to seize.

But the potential to be the university’s next star player with such 
incentives at his fingertips took a backseat during his realization of 
UCSB’s ability to bond and unite after the tragic loss of innocent lives 
just a year before his official enrollment at the school.  

“I came out here a lot, I took a few unofficial [visits] just to come see 
the guys practice. I had been out in I.V. and had seen that culture and 
kind of got accustomed to it to a point that it already felt like home. 
That was a big thing for me coming here because you have to be able to 
live somewhere when you’re not playing basketball, too,” Vincent said. 
“So when I heard the news about the shooting, that’s something that, 
even if you’re not attached to the school emotionally or physically, 
when you read that kind of tragedy, that hits your heart because that’s 
something that should never happen and is terrible to read or hear.”

“When you are attached to it, like we are now, and I kind of was 
in a way then, it definitely hit home. It was sad to hear; I remember I 
came out the following weekend because I was coming up on another 
unofficial [visit] to see the guys practice, and even they were down,” 
Vincent said. “Looking out to the streets of I.V., they were dead quiet, 
nobody was out. The whole community was mourning what had 
happened. That was eye-opening because it’s not just everybody out 
here for themselves. Even though there are cliques or groups, we are 
still one strong community. The way people came together for that was 
inspiring.”

Rather than be deterred from his choice to attend UCSB after such 
a horrific moment that made headlines nationwide, Vincent’s empathy 
influenced his newfound interpretation of such a unique community. 

The foundation for this compassion comes from Vincent’s parents, 

Cynthia and Franklyn, who are both psychologists. Once quoted 
saying his upbringing was “different,” Vincent holds a perspective of 
this three-year anniversary that only he can understand. 

“To me, honestly, psychology, even though there’s many facets of 
it, a lot of the times it’s just being able to read in-between the lines. 
A lot of people are going to put on a front or show this or that, but 
that might not be what they’re really feeling or showing,” Vincent 
said. “I think that plays a big role in terms of relating to people and 
being able to talk to them and gauge how a conversation will f low [to 
see if] they’re upset or figure out what they want to talk about; you 
can use [psychology] in so many different ways.”

“Seeing the guys and the community in that way, you could see 
it was genuine grief. People were really going through it and it was 
a struggle for everyone. Naturally, when that happens, you start 
thinking about yourself and how you could’ve done better. Even 
though you might have not been directly in the situation, you start 
to think, ‘Man, I could have done that differently,’ and that could’ve 
changed somebody else’s life in a positive way. Unfortunately it 
had to happen in that way, but I think it was eye-opening and some 
people made some changes.”

As a leader on this season’s team that included only one senior, 
the impact of the tragedy isn’t as evident. But, the fact that this 
year’s graduating class will be the last of the UCSB and Isla Vista 
communities that were in the areas during the incident is still very 
prevalent. 

“I think there has been an unbelievable amount of support, with 
the blue lights and the awareness around campus. But I feel like as 
one generation comes and goes and [with] this senior class being 
the last [group] that were really here for it, I think that plays a 
major role in it kind of [being] forgotten, which I hope it doesn’t 
because I hope that community can stay strong,” Vincent said. “A 
lot of universities have four years in, four years out, and it’s almost 
like a new culture or new tradition. I hope that’s something that 
can stay alive, and hopefully, through the different support systems 
on campus, they can keep the community strong together and let 
them know that things can happen, it doesn’t matter where you are. 
There’s been many other instances at universities, and I think that 
it’s important to not keep these things relevant but on your mind.” 

Whether or not time heals all wounds can only be determined 
by the individual. While the pain and disbelief of what took place 

on May 23, 2014, still causes grief for many, the recovery from this 
tragedy is still taking place and can be sustained with a communal 
effort. 

“I think Isla Vista is a special place. It’s right on the beach, it’s 
right next to campus. It’s a great diverse group, and I think it’s 
important to keep in mind, especially with this class leaving, and 
we have some younger guys on the team [who are like] ‘It’s the 
anniversary of what?’ and you can already kind of see it becoming 
forgotten,” Vincent said. “I don’t think it’s anything to run away 
from, the history of that [event], because you can’t change time. 
[Embracing] that and keeping the discussion open, be willing to talk 
about it and let people know what happened. Obviously you don’t 
want history to repeat itself; that’s the last thing this community 
could need or want.”

Deeper Than Hoops: Gabe Vincent Stands With UCSB

Seeing the guys and the community 
in that way, you could see it was 
genuine grief. People were really 
going through it and it was a struggle 
for everyone.

“

”- Gabe vincent
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Life Goes On: UCSB Baseball Reflects on Return to I.V. Post-Tragedy
Jorge Mercado
Sports Co-Editor

On Friday, May 23, 2014, the Gauchos were vying for a chance at the 
postseason with a win against UC Davis, 6-5. 

The team was all smiles in the locker room until they heard the news 
of the tragic events that took place in I.V. that evening.

“We were on the road when that happened, at Davis, actually, and we 
reached out to the guys not on the travel squad to make sure they were 
okay,” Head Coach Andrew Checketts said.

Despite the shooting, UCSB still had to play a game against UC Davis 
on Saturday, the final game of the three-game set. 

For better or for worse, Santa Barbara took the field with heavy 
hearts and mustered a 6-3 victory to secure a sweep of the Aggies.

When the Gauchos finally came home after their win on Saturday, 
they didn’t come home to the same place they had left just a few days 
ago. 

The once lively campus that UCSB is known for was instead filled 
with sorrow and pain. 

Instead of being able to celebrate a sweep of UC Davis and possibly 
a chance at making the postseason, many of the players had to learn 
quickly the horrors of what had happened. 

Walking off the pitch after a final win of the season on Tuesday, the 
UCSB men’s baseball team found itself in the same place it had been 
three years ago. 

Moments before the game, the team held a moment of silence to 
remember the tragedy that befell UCSB. 

It was a tragedy that no one would have ever anticipated. 
Whether it was a player, coach or someone who worked with UCSB 

athletics, the tragedy made them realize that changes were necessary in 
their own lives and beyond.

 “Because baseball allows these kids to have their own culture, they 

had a healthy distraction and each other, really, to help them cope with 
this,” Checketts said.

One of the people who did not travel with the team three years ago 
was Sports Information Director Andrew Wagner. 

A SID’s job requires them to write previews and recaps of the teams 
they cover while releasing any breaking news about the team in a timely 
fashion. 

Wagner still serves as the SID of multiple sports, including the 
baseball team that he was covering at the time. 

“I didn’t travel with the team on that long trip, and despite having 
graduated a couple years back, I still lived in Isla Vista,” Wagner said. “So 
I was in town when this happened; I actually lived about 100 feet from 
the 7-Eleven where part of the shooting happened, and I just remember 
all the texts and calls asking if I was okay. It almost just didn’t feel real. 
This isn’t supposed to happen here, but it did.”

The event remains relevant in Wagner’s mind, despite now being an 
alumnus.

“It was just a night-and-day type of experience after the shooting,” 
Wagner said. “For a while after that, everybody just felt numb; it 
was weird. You just don’t imagine something like that happening in 
California,” Wagner said, “much less Santa Barbara and much less at 
UCSB where everything is more carefree, relaxed and happy.”

Wagner made note of the fact that this shooting was a sort of wake-
up call for him, and he, like many others, tried to cope with the horrific 
incident that took UCSB by storm.

“One of the craziest experiences I’ve had was the vigil at Harder 
Stadium, where both sides of the stands were packed tight but there was 
no noise. Everybody was so sad and in a state of disbelief,” Wagner said. 

“That vigil really hit close to home in multiple ways because, for a 
while, UCSB became known for partying and the shooting, and it made 
me so sad because this is such a great university and that’s not always 
the reputation it gets.”

For Checketts in particular, a man with children of his own, this 
tragedy was largely impactful.

It brought forth the memory of another tragic shooting.
“When Sandy Hook happened, it opened my eyes. Having young kids 

and looking at those little faces made me sad and angry,” Checketts said. 
“Looking at this from our community standpoint, it was obviously 

scary. Isla Vista is my community. I live just around the corner. When it 
happens so close to home, it sure makes it a lot more real. Unfortunately, 
from a country standpoint, it happens so often and at such a high rate 
relative to other developed countries, it gets frustrating.”

Since this shooting, Checketts has been involved in trying to find 
solutions to the current gun issue the United States faces.

“There were victims in the Isla Vista tragedy that weren’t caused by 
gunfire and I recognize that, but as a 40-year-old man with young kids, 
this tragedy has motivated me to look more closely at how we handle our 
guns in this country,” he stated.

“In California we have seen some progress on this issue with some 
recent legislation, but more needs to be done ... Families shouldn’t have 
to go through this kind of pain as regularly as they do in our country.”

Three years later, the pain the community once felt has subsided, but 
it still lingers around this time. 

UCSB defeating USC on Tuesday wasn’t the Yankees winning the 
World Series after 9/11 or the Saints winning a Super Bowl after Katrina, 
but it was a sign that life does, in fact, go on. 

You can try to improve the problems we face every day, and there is 
beauty in that.

“I don’t think we can completely stop bad things from happening 
across our country, but we have other developed countries with a 
fraction of the gun violence that we have and should be looking at their 
models and potential solutions to reduce our risk of gun violence. The 
tragedy in Isla Vista is another unfortunate reminder that we aren’t 
immune to gun violence, even in paradise,” Checketts said.

JORGE MERCADO / DAILY NEXUS 
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Perhaps the old adage, “Beauty comes from trage-
dy,” does not do much to comfort those who have faced 
the tragedy head-on. However, once the beauty is fully 
recognized and allowed to come full circle, it can serve 
as a point of recognition and a point of memorial. The 
memory of a tragedy lives on, and the art that is born 
from it will live on, too. Full disclosure: I was not here 
for the May 23 tragedy. I was still in high school, clue-
less about where I would attend college that next year. 
However, as I have grown used to my new homes of 
UCSB and Isla Vista, I know that the people who came 
before me used the thing that I love the most — art — 
to piece these places back together.

Isla Vista and UCSB are not necessarily known as 
an artists’ haven in comparison to other, larger college 
towns. But this college community has its own undeni-
able, creative charm. UCSB has a smattering of events 
throughout the school year geared toward music-lovers 
and concert-goers, most of which are put together by 
A.S. Program Board. However, in the wake of the trag-
edy, ASPB cancelled a show in The Hub, an indie group 
called Cults, on May 29. That year’s Extravaganza 
festival had just happened the weekend before. Spring 
is UCSB’s most lively, event-filled quarter. That is an 
undeniable fact about tragedy: It has the potential to 
diminish the spirit of even the most beautiful places. 

Walking down the street on any given weekend in 
Isla Vista, you’re bound to hear live music coming from 
someone’s backyard. These gatherings, affectionately 
known as “house shows,” could be considered mostly 
niche in terms of the market for parties in I.V., but 
they are still an integral part of the fabric of the town. 
In fact, singer and alumnus Jack Johnson got his start 
by playing shows in these same backyards. So, post-
May 23, he decided to give a visit to his old stomping 
grounds and make sure UCSB and Isla Vista were not 
silenced. 

The “Come Together: Remember, Reconnect, & 
Unite” event did not happen until early October, right 

at the start of Fall Quarter. When students returned to 
school after summer, ripples of sadness and unsettled 
anxieties could still be felt throughout the entire town 
and campus. These emotions brought thousands of 
students to Storke Plaza and gave way to a new emo-
tion: hope. As Jack Johnson performed some of his 
most loved songs with thousands of voices singing 
along and thousands of bodies swaying together, there 
was a sense of renewed optimism, which set the tone 
for the rest of school year. 

For many, Isla Vista exists as a natural habitat with 
beauty seeping from every corner. Throughout the 
blocks of the community are seemingly nuanced build-
ings with sides dressed in colorful, illustrious artwork. 
Peeking into this culture of public art can highlight 
the roots of Isla Vista that are deeply embedded in 
change. 

The full extent of the I.V. murals unfortunately 
can’t be seen today. A number of murals have been lost 
to renovation and redevelopment. The structure at 955 
Embarcadero Del Mar, for example, once stood with a 
large mural by artist Joyce Ortner on it. This mural 
was later replaced with a sunf lower beach scene when 
the facade underwent renovations in 2012. But while 
some art is lost in time, new works are constantly 
appearing. And, in my time here at UCSB, I have 
observed a delightfully vivid movement of collabora-
tive and thoughtful expression led by local residents. 

In I.V. I particularly see visual art as a physical 
channel of creativity that improves the community’s 
solidarity. Residents of Isla Vista can use visual art 
to connect with others, and UCSB has a role in facili-
tating this creativity. The university actually has an 
Urban Art Workshop in which students paint murals 
in collaboration with property owners in Isla Vista. 
Their first project, a cartoon image of a blue and 
purple squid, was painted at 6674 Sueno Rd. in spring 
2012. This course has played a significant role in the 
direction of Isla Vista’s art scene in the face of delicate 
circumstances.

In the aftermath of the May 23 tragedy, the 
I.V. community was tasked with recuperating and 
restoring the neighborhood. The event evoked 
a sense of togetherness in Isla Vista, moving the 
community in a direction that readily embraced unity 

and collaboration. A prominent example of this is 
a mural on Sabado Tarde, painted by an Urban Art 
Workshop class coordinated by UCSB staff member 
Ann Hefferman. This location shares two points of 
artistic memorial, as several students who lost their 
lives to a drunk driver in 2001 were set to be honored 
here. The mural was in the process of being finished at 
the time of the shooting, so the painters added six fish 
beneath the preexisting imagery to honor the students 
who lost their lives. The mural was completed in the 
summer of 2014.

The turtle mural represents a milestone in I.V. 
culture, a first attempt at rebuilding after the unprec-
edented shock of the shooting. And, as the art in 
preceding years has shown, the tumultuous process of 
rebuilding after tragedy continues on long after griev-
ing is done. Another mural on Sabado Tarde painted in 
this same vein is a scene of pink sunlight showering 
red and purple trees. It is a vibrant representation of 
the nourishment and rebirth that comes from nature 

as well as nature’s relationship with humanity and art. 
Many artists — creators of stories, music and visual 
works alike — had a role in using their work to process it 
all. The Catalyst magazine also held an event, and CCS’s 
Spectrum magazine put together a special edition that 
included a cover with beautiful, somber, black-and-white 
trees and a dedication to the students who lost their lives. 

“For me, it was extremely gratifying to know the tim-
ing of that artwork had helped someone through that 
awful black cloud somehow,” Demi Anter, former Nexus 
Artsweek editor, said of her own contributions to the arts 
community during that time. This is a sentiment that was 
likely felt by many artists who were living in Isla Vista 
that spring. 

In the last three years, community members have come 
together to display beauty on the streets of Isla Vista. This 
is the role of art: to help us express, to help us remember 
and to help us cope. Rest in peace to those who lost their 
lives on May 23, and thank you for the art that you 
allowed to be created.

Isla Vista has taken on the task of bridging the communities on and off campus through varied means of expression including 
music, prose and visual art. The past three years have served as a blank canvas to display rememberance in all shades.
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1 lb fresh ground beef
1 chopped onion 
2 eggs
2 tbsp barbecue sauce
1 cup Italian bread crumbs 
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce 

Preheat your oven to 450℉. Combine the ground beef and onion in 
a bowl. In the same bowl, add in the breadcrumbs until you have the 
consistency where you can form balls out of the meat. Then add in the 
eggs and Worcestershire sauce to combine all of the ingredients. Take a 
casserole dish and mold the meat mixture to it to be put in the oven for 
about 20 minutes. To be sure the meat is done, place a toothpick in it. If 
it comes out clean, then it is done. Happy eating! 

Marisa Ratchford
On The Menu Editor

The community of Isla Vista was 
rocked three years ago, and, for the most 
part, we as students have learned to cope 
with and mend these scars. It still is 
painful to remember, but it is something 
that we have grown from, but we’re not 
the only ones who’ve had to cope and 
move forward. It’s easy to forget that 
the Isla Vista community extends beyond 
just the student population. An often 
overlooked part of our community is the 
businesses and their owners. Many of 
them are family-owned or alumni start-
ups. The lifestream of Isla Vista lives in 
the buildings that keep the lights on late 
at night.

On The Menu walked around this 
past Saturday on a sunny afternoon 
attempting to talk to those very owners 
who have been here before and after the 
incident. We hoped to get their insight 
on the changes they have seen or have 
made personally in response to this 
community’s need for recovery.  

Of course we knew that — it being a 
weekend — it was going to be difficult 
to get in touch with many of the owners. 
They are, after all, busy running 
restaurants that provide a lot of us in the 
community with the food that sometimes 
is the only source of comfort. Here are 
some words from the a few of these 
honorable community members.

Walking into the newly redecorated 
Sorriso, Antonio Gerli stands at the front 
counter, smiling back at us. As the owner 
of this restaurant, he holds a very special 

place in my heart. One of my very early 
experiences training to become On The 
Menu’s editor was sitting down with this 
man days after an opinion piece about 
his restaurant blew up with comments 
to interview him for his article, “Antonio 
Explains All.” This experience shaped me 
as an editor, making sure that all voices 
are heard. To make the memory even 
more visceral, we sat at the exact same 
table in the exact same seats.

For many people, talking about the 
events of May 23 can be hard, but Gerli 
was willing to sit down and give us his 
insight. He starts off by sharing his 
experience on what he called a “terrible 
night.” He described hearing a boom 
that made him think of fireworks; he 
went to the doorway to see what was 
happening when he saw a police officer 
running toward Pardall in front of his 
business. 

“He told me to ‘Go inside and lock it 
down.’ I was shocked; I had customers in 
the store,” Gerli explained. 

Gerli had a lot to say about the 
changes that should have been made 
since the shooting. 

As a strong advocate for gun control 
and regulation, he exclaimed, “That is 
the problem. How can a person get a 
gun? In 1000 people, one is crazy.”

He discussed his belief that, without 
fixing this problem, the overall problem 
of gun violence cannot be solved. 

However, in Gerli’s eyes, the 
community of Isla Vista itself has 
changed for the better. 

“I think everyone moved to change 
to make the neighborhood safe,” he said. 

“Isla Vista grew; the community is more 
involved.”

Gerli mentioned the positive effects 
he has seen but talked about the physical 
things he wished would come to fruition.

“We need more lights,” he said. “In Isla 
Vista everyone walks; this is important.”

Speaking of lights, Gerli encourages 
the other business owners to continue to 
put out their blue lights in memoriam of 
the lives lost three years ago. 

“I’m the only one has the blue light 
now. Why? … We can’t forget.”

Gerli explained that as a business 
owner, he tries to “do better for the 
community … to have a good relationship 
with the customers.” 

If he is as attentive with the customers 
as he is with the reporters, then I know 
he is succeeding. 

Next we went over to a great place to 
grab a beer and sub, Sam’s To Go, to speak 
with the owner, Mehrdad Homayouni. 
His restaurant has long been a favorite of 
mine and he remains very involved in it; 
it seems he is always working the counter 
and stacking my enormous sandwich 
with ease every time I come in. This past 
Saturday was no different. Homayouni 
stood behind the counter, all smiles, 
chatting with the patrons. 

We asked him to discuss the May 
23 tragedy and its impact. Homayouni 
talked about the fact that he personally 
knew one of the victims as a favorite 
customer of his.

“Things like that can happen 
anywhere … We all tried to forget it,” 
he said. 

Homayouni has a different approach 

to the events. He is more resigned to the 
ideas that this is an unfortunate reality 
everywhere. 

“I don’t think anything really 
changed; hopefully they brought in more 
police,” he said. 

Trying to have a positive outlook on 
life, Homayouni tries to stay involved 
in the community by offering his food 
for fundraisers with different campus 
organizations. He, along with many 
others impacted by the events, has 
internalized much of the change. 

“It was hard for a while,” he extolled, 
“[but] people should be nice to each other 
to forget the bad things.”

Our last stop was IV Deli Mart, a 
strong contender for the heart of Pardall 
— the same location where some of the 
unfortunate events of May 23 took place. 
We went in to talk to Michael Hassan, the 
laid-back owner of the deli and market 
about his perspective on the question. 

Hassan walks over to the front of the 
store, casually eating a chicken tender 
with an eager smile on his face. We asked 
him about his thoughts on the changes he 
has seen in the past three years. 

He remarked that he noticed more 
people getting together, but he also 
brought up an interesting point: With 
this sense of community growing there 
are also “more new people, [and] some of 
them don’t know [about the shooting].” 

He says that Isla Vista is more united 
than before, but with the constant influx 
of younger generations taking the place 
of the ones that preceded them, he 
worries that the community will not 
remember its past and strive for a better 
future. 

In regard to his own personal changes 
since the event and his outlook on the 
community, Hassan said, “I try to be a 
part of the community as much as I can.”  

His desire to be involved has also 
pushed him to reach out beyond the 
walls of his deli. 

“I wish we had something where all 
the businesses come together,” he said. 

He said he tried to reach out to other 
business owners, and while they were 
all receptive, they ultimately lacked 
follow through in making change. 

Hassan looks toward the future of 
Isla Vista with uncertainty. Even still, 
one thing that Hassan, Homayouni 
and Gerli can agree on as community 
members is that, as a united front, we 
thrive. They believe if anything positive 
has come from the tragedy three years 
ago, it is the growth in community that 
Isla Vista has seen.

What’s Become of I.V.? Local 
Business Owners Serve It Up

On The Menu Editorial Team 

During difficult times, it is customary to reach for something to offer that 
soothing sense of ease — comfort food. There is solace in eating heavy, familiar 
foods; the fatty-acids reduce intensive and negative feelings, replacing them 
with a sense of warmth and balance. Beyond the instant gratification that comes 
from eating is the memory associated with the food itself; certain foods, such as 
grilled cheese, invoke thoughts of home and family. The same goes for a favorite 
TV show or movie: The comfort stems from the familiarity of it all. “The Office” 
and pizza are an especially effective combination after a difficult time, the theme 
song alone guarantees to warrant a smile. 

That isn’t to say you should always eat your feelings, however. Keep in mind 
that food is temporary and will not fix everything no matter how many slices you 
eat. So enjoy that pizza for one when you’re down, but also make sure that you are 
reaching out to the people around you for comfort too. Here are some recipes for 
those in-the-moment times where eating might feel better than talking: 

8 dried shiitake mushrooms
2 large eggs
4 scallions, thinly sliced
1/4 cup minced carrot
1 large clove garlic, minced
Pinch of red pepper f lakes
1 tsp minced peeled fresh ginger
2 tbsp soy sauce
3 cups cooked long-grain rice
1 cup cooked meat of choice , cut in 1/2-inch cubes
1/2 cup frozen peas, defrosted in a strainer at room temperature

This recipe is as quick and easy as it is comforting. Simply prepare 
your rice in a pot of boiling water for 45 minutes and mix in all of the 
other ingredients over a medium-high f lame. Once the vegetables are 
tender and the eggs are cooked, you’ve got fried rice! 

Comfort Foods
for the Heart 

Mama’s Barbeque 
Meatloaf 

Feel Good Fried Rice 

Chili Grilled Cheese

Bake and Grate Mac

Sliced white bread
American cheese
1 can of bean-less chili
Mayonnaise
Sour cream

While your skillet heats up, slather the sides of the bread with a thin layer 
of mayonnaise. Place one side of the bread on the skillet to turn it golden 
brown. Begin by layering a piece of cheese, two dollops of the chili, another 
slice of cheese and the final piece of bread. Flip the sandwich over when 
the bottom piece is a golden brown color — careful not to spill the insides. 
Continue to cook until the second piece of bread is also a golden hue. Serve 
with a side of sour cream and enjoy. 

1 box of instant macaroni and cheese
Butter (according to box directions)
Milk (according to box directions) 
Italian bread crumbs
Shredded parmesan cheese
Red pepper flakes
Garlic powder
Salt and pepper

Prepare the instant macaroni and cheese as per the directions on the box. 
Once it is cooked, take the warm macaroni and place it in a casserole dish. 
Coat the top with an even layer of breadcrumbs parmesan and seasoning to 
taste. Bake in the oven at 450°F until the top is crispy and golden. 
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In 2015, Psychological Science published a study 
conducted by the Columbia University psychology 
department concerning emotional responses to the 
shootings that occurred at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., in 2012.

The study, which took place shortly after the 
massacre, collected data over the span of several 
months on the content of tweets mentioning the 
Sandy Hook massacre. The study had two goals: 
The first was to observe whether or not there was 
a correlation between time and distance from the 
massacre and frequency of tweets containing words 
signaling either sadness or anxiety in relation to 
Sandy Hook. The researchers used only tweets 
from non-news accounts and attempted to filter 
out tweets that appeared to be spam.

The second goal was to observe what emotion 
— sadness or anxiety — was more often evoked by 
thinking about the specific events of the massacre 
itself (“concrete details”) versus thinking about the 
factors that led to it (“abstract causes”). This part 
of the study involved an experimental scenario 
with voluntary participants rather than observing 
events happening in the real world. Participants 
were randomly chosen to form a few sentences 
about either the “concrete details” or the “abstract 
causes” surrounding Sandy Hook and then rated 
their feelings of sadness and anxiety on a num-
bered scale.

Researchers found that as time went on, the gen-
eral frequency of tweets related to the massacre de-
creased, and the content of the tweets shifted from 
more sadness-focused to more anxiety-focused. 
Additionally, as physical distance from Newtown 
increased, the same shift from sadness to anxiety 

was observed. They also found that thinking about 
the “concrete details” caused increased sadness and 
decreased anxiety in participants; thinking about 
the more “abstract causes” that led to the shoot-
ings produced the opposite result.

This study and future studies like it could help 
to develop a better understanding of the most ben-
eficial resources to provide for those coping with a 
tragedy as time passes. 

As the third anniversary of one such tragedy, Isla 
Vista’s May 23 tragedy, comes to pass and the last 
class of students here for the tragedy prepares to 
graduate, a shift is occurring. The new school year 
will begin with few members of the student body 
remaining who witnessed the events and their af-
termath firsthand. We move from concrete to ab-
stract. 

Although the results of the Columbia University 
study do not confirm any causal relationships be-
tween time elapsed since a tragedy and emotional 
response, the observed correlations are worth tak-
ing into consideration. The potential anxiety that 
could come with no longer having a concrete at-
tachment to the events of May 23, 2014, only adds 
to the already heavy load of living in a high-stress 
college environment. 

Since not everyone grieves or copes in exactly the 
same way, not all grief warrants exactly the same treat-
ment. The university offers a variety of resources for 
students in distress. At Counseling & Psychological Ser-
vices (C.A.P.S.), registered UCSB students can sign up for 
group or individual counseling or visit the C.A.P.S. office 
during drop-in hours for more immediate assistance. 
Additionally, UCSB Health & Wellness runs multiple 
programs aimed at reducing and managing stress. 

The full text of the original Psychological Science ar-
ticle can be found at ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC4398595/

Blunite was formed by UCSB students in response to the Isla Vista tragedy. A candlelight vigil was held in Anisq’Oyo’ Park to pay tribute to 
the six students lost on May 23. Blunite’s goal is to bring together students and the I.V. community and help them heal after the tragedy.
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Blue LEDs like the ones above can be see in I.V. during the month 
of May. They have become a symbol of solidarity and peace in I.V.
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Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

Since the tragedy that took place May 23, 2014, a com-
mon thing to see once May comes are blue lights. These 
blue lights that illuminate Isla Vista have come to sym-
bolize solidarity through the student-led organization 
Blunite.

Initially these lights were set up by UCSB art stu-
dents in order to pay tribute to the victims lost in the 
spring of 2015. These students participated in the I.V. 
OpenLab course taught by professor Kim Yasuda. 

Yasuda brought up the idea to her students in the 
fall of 2015 after noticing the lack of lighting in I.V. 
She was also influenced by media arts professor Mar-
cos Novak’s LED lighting in Pardall Tunnel. 

The goal behind a lighting project was for it to serve 
as an illuminated bridge between the campus and the 
community.   

Using art as a way to connect has been a long-time 
passion for Yasuda, but it was only the aftermath of a 
tragedy that ignited the project and gave her the idea 
to unify by light. 

Through this project, Blunite, was formed by Ya-
suda’s students in response to the Isla Vista tragedy. 
Blunite creates community art installations and events 
centered around blue light as a symbol of unity and 
community healing. They focus on encouraging unity 
and hope in Isla Vista and beyond.

Using the blue LED as a symbol, which was inspired 
by the blue LED invented by Nobel Laureate and UCSB 
professor Shuji Nakamura, Blunite focuses its efforts 
on getting the community involved in enacting a visual 
representation of shared love and support. The move-
ment caught on quickly, with various levels of the com-
munity participating and showing support.

On May 23, 2015, UCSB held its first memorial ser-
vice honoring the victims of the tragedy by adopting 

Blunite’s blue LED tea lights instead of the traditional 
candles. The picturesque pathway from UCSB’s Storke 
Tower to Isla Vista’s People’s Park was illuminated by 
more than 3,000 students and 5,000 tea lights. The 
success and recognition from the memorial event es-
tablished Blunite as the symbol for healing and uniting 
the community through bright hope. The community 
response to Blunite in its first year was so overwhelm-
ingly positive that it has now become an annual tradi-
tion.

Art majors Raphaella Faria and Madeline Berger lit 
up Isla Vista with the blue LEDs with the participation 
of local businesses, campus buildings and individual 
households.

Despite being on short time, Berger was able to get 
almost half of the restaurants in Isla Vista to partici-
pate in the project and managed to light up Isla Vista 
Theater and Embarcadero Hall.

Blue LEDs are also seen in the homes of students, 
who are encouraged to place the tea lights in windows 
and change the bulbs to blue ones or outline buildings 
in blue light. Blunite invites the community to join us 
in solidarity and in envisioning a bright future.

Blunite has evolved into more than just illuminating 
the I.V. community. They are actively trying to bring 
everyone together in positive and unifying ways. For 
example, they host an annual carnival that brings the 
student population and the families of Isla Vista to-
gether to celebrate the community we all share. 

Blunite makes sure to honor the victims of the trag-
edy with a memorial event held to help heal the com-
munity and move it forward in a positive direction.

Past events hosted by Blunite include a large-scale 
light carnival that brought together over 2,500 stu-
dents and families of Isla Vista, an all-day memorial 
event with therapy dogs and on-site counselors, art in-
stallations dedicated to the victims and their families, 
a 3,000-person tea-light vigil and a 1,500-bag illumi-
nated pathway.

Blue Lights Unite Isla Vista Community

During the vigil, blue LED tea lights were used instead of candles. Atferward, they were free to take and 
can be put on display in homes in I.V. Since 2015, blue tea lights have been diistributed and given away.
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As the last class to have been students during the May 23, 2014, tragedy graduates, there may be a shift from sadness to anxiety. 
This may be due to the fact that there is no longer an actual attachment but rather an attachment to what has been heard. 
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The Science Behind
Tragedy and Grief
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OPINION

As the inaugural recipient of the Christopher 
Michaels-Martinez Memorial Scholarship, my 
experience of the events of May 23, 2014, is 
mostly secondhand. 

Campus administration created six 
scholarships last year, each intended to 
memorialize the six victims of the May 
2014 tragedy. In honor of Chris, the English 
department instituted a scholarship for students 
hoping to promote social justice through writing, 
just as Chris had hoped to do.

I applied for the scholarship in Winter 2016. 
At the time I had hoped — as I still hope — to 
make a career out of writing, so I thought the 
scholarship fitting for me. I learned months later 
in an email from the Department of English 
that I had won the scholarship and was awarded 
$2,000 toward my Spring Quarter.

Despite the hope the award had catapulted 
for me, in the months to follow I became deeply 
immersed in the pain and trauma surrounding 
Chris’s death.

I first realized this during a photoshoot with 
other memorial scholarship recipients. A campus 
media representative asked for us to meet him at 
Campus Point one afternoon in early May 2016. 
While the representative was running late, the 
rest of the recipients and I used the time to chat.

We each knew why we were there, so we 

could find nothing else to talk about except the 
memory of the six students. One of the recipients 
was a friend of Veronika Weiss, and he began to 
share his memories of Veronika with the winner 
of her memorial scholarship.

I realized that I did not know Chris or any of 
these victims personally, as this other scholarship 
recipient had. I was in high school when the 
tragedy happened. I did not lose a friend or a 
classmate or even a somewhat recognizable 
acquaintance. Chris was just a stranger to me, 
and here I was expected to carry on his legacy.

The weight of it all grew heavier upon me 
when I met Chris’s parents. Richard Martinez 
made an impromptu appearance as I was giving 
a research presentation at South Hall. Words 
cannot explain the hope in Richard’s eyes when 
he first looked upon me; I was the one who would 
perpetuate the future that Chris was not able to 
live. He even said I looked like Chris.

Richard gave me a handful of gifts that he felt 
I should have. He gave me two books: one about 
argumentation and one about world-changing 
ideas. Inside the latter, he had written a note 
saying how he had given the book to Chris for 
Christmas.

“He never got a chance to read it so I’m 
passing it on to you,” the inscription reads.

I met the rest of Chris’s family at a memorial 
service held in Storke Plaza exactly a year ago. 
There, the chancellor announced my reception of 
the award, and the family members talked with 
me for almost an hour afterward. Chris’s mother 
said she was glad to meet me, and Richard was 
happy to see me again, too.

Chris, I’m deeply sorry for the loss your 
family — and this world — has felt from your 
death. I’ve seen their pain, and I can tell you that 
it cuts deep.

I am honored to have received this 
scholarship in your memory. You had such high 
aspirations in front of you and a supportive 
family behind you. I never had the pleasure of 
meeting you, but you have left an impression on 
my own life. I hope to do the same for others.

Josh Ortiz is the  news editor at the Daily 
Nexus.

On the night of May 23, once the majority of 
us had become aware something very bad had 
happened, I called my parents and told them 
I was safe. May 24 was a gloomy day, no sun in 
Santa Barbara’s typically blue sky, and a shaken 
community matched the weather. I went into 
Isla Vista on the 24th to participate in Adopt-A-
Block, not quite understanding the full scope of 
the tragic events that occurred the night before. 
Multiple crime scenes, a heavy police presence 
and an otherwise uneasy feeling loomed over 
the town, making the severity of the situation 
apparent.

At the time, I was a green staff writer who 
went from trying to understand what it means 
to be a reliable reporter for my college newspaper 
to covering a tragic story receiving national 
attention. I cringed at the daily sight of the news 
crews descending on Isla Vista and the UCSB 
campus, yet I still worked to cover events as they 
unfolded as best I could for the Daily Nexus.

The weight of what happened on May 23 took 
a toll on me as it did the rest of the campus. I 
felt somewhat close to the situation due to my 
being a student and a reporter. It weighed on me 
with anxiety and nightmares, yet I had no direct 
relation to those we lost. On the other hand, 
the healing and the level of togetherness spread 
across our campus struck me as overwhelmingly 
powerful, and I hope dearly that it provided some 
solace to those who experienced the unthinkable.

As our community came together, the sadness 
and fear felt more and more like compassion and 
resilience. Being in a Harder Stadium packed 
as full as I have ever seen it, crossing over from 
campus into I.V. with thousands of neighbors 

to Anisq’Oyo’ Park to meet thousands more 
community members and witnessing the massive 
memorial paddle out are things I will never forget. 
I felt humbled, safe and proud to be a part of a 
beautiful community reacting in the only way 
that made any sense. 

If you weren’t yet living here and it feels far 
from you, if you have a hard time remembering 
or relating in any way, it is understandable. What 
happened was an unimaginable tragedy in a 
world that knows too many. But what happened 
afterward between this community, the families 
affected and the university was truly something 
to behold. We set everything aside at once and 
saw each other through a dark time because it was 
the only thing to do. New and future Isla Vistans 
will hopefully remember not only the tragedy, 
but the recovery as well. To remember that is to 
remember an instance in which the power of love 
and solidarity made a remarkable difference.

Jackson Kerr is the opinion editor at the Daily 
Nexus. 

A New Phase for Isla Vista 
On the evening of May 23, 2014, I was just 

stepping out of the shower at my house in 
San Diego. It was Memorial Day weekend, and 
freshman me had returned home to spend some 
time with family and friends.

I walked out of the bathroom and went to 
check my phone, which I had left to charge on the 
coffee table in the living room.

Three missed calls and five new messages. 
Three and five, I’ll never forget that. 

All the new alerts were from a friend who was 
also in San Diego. Not a Gaucho, but someone 
concerned for my safety nonetheless. All I saw 
before I called them back was the most recent 
message: “Are you okay!?” I figured they were 
playing a prank on me. 

But it was not a prank. They gave me the initial 
details they had gathered via Twitter. I turned on 
the TV and frantically texted my small group of 
friends back at school. We didn’t yet know that 
six lives had been taken. We didn’t yet know 
that misogyny, delusion and mental illness had 
coalesced in a horrible crime. We didn’t yet know 
how the school and the beloved little beachside 
community would change; we only knew that they 
would.

There is a definitive “before and after” for Isla 
Vista now. Younger students cannot understand 
that. When I returned to I.V. from that Memorial 
Day trip home, I watched a community grow up 
overnight. I watched it come together in confusion 
and in fear, but also in solidarity. Before, Isla Vista 
had always seemed like a paradise, a place of good-
hearted mischief and revelry where nothing too 

horrible could happen. That changed. A semblance 
of the fun-loving culture would remain, but the 
shooting, as tragedies always do, put things into 
grim perspective.

Teenagers and 20-somethings received a 
shocking and horrific reminder of their mortality 
that night. Six people, six young people, six students 
and members of the Isla Vista community were 
gone, forever. Had circumstances been different, 
it could have been anyone else. It could have been 
no one. Isla Vistans united in the aftermath to 
mourn and to begin the process of healing, and 
they did so under the sobering realization that 
life is fragile and terribly random. 

It has been three years now, and I think the 
I.V. community has changed for the better. It’s 
not the easiest thing to see day to day, but it has. 
There is a sense of pride you get from living in 
the town, a sense of identity and togetherness 
that I could tell was lacking even when I was 
a freshman. The event that spurred these 
developments cannot be changed, but it also 
cannot be forgotten. 

We seniors are leaving soon, and with us 
will go our memories of the tragedy and of why 
Isla Vista is how it is now. Future Gauchos will 
need to take it upon themselves to honor the 
victims and recognize how their passing shook 
a student body to its core. They will need to 
commit themselves to a community that, at 
least idealistically, is in a new phase of its life. I 
have faith in them. I have faith in Isla Vista, too.

Zach Morgan is a copy editor and staff writer at 
the Daily Nexus.

Remembering the Recovery

Carrying on the Legacy of 
Christopher Michaels-Martinez
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Words cannot explain 
the hope in Richard’s 
eyes when he first 
looked upon me; I was 
the one who would 
perpetuate the future 
that Chris was not able 
to live.                        ”                

                         

     “

As our community 
came together, the 
sadness and fear 
felt more and more 
like compassion and 
resilience.              ”

     “
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Week 8 is getting you down in 
the slumps. Hard. There is no hope 
of escape. Endure and survive. 

You may think you deserve a really 
nice snack from the Arbor for all the 
work you did on your paper, but you 
probably don’t. Eat a granola bar.

 Swimming up-current has never been 
your strong suit, but this is the week 
to bite the bullet and keep on going. 

Good karma is heading your way. 
Pick up an extra scantron for the 
person in your class who forgot one.

Take this moment to check your 
syllabi. You have a late-quarter midterm 
tomorrow that you forgot about.

It’s a good day for a stroll down memory 
lane to think about all the stupid things 
you did this weekend and to remember all 
the readings you’ve put off doing until now.

For the person who is on top of 
everything, you certainly have some 
good mojo in your future. But don’t be 
stingy; share it with all of your friends 
so that they can get some good mojo too!

If you stop to talk to one of the people in 
the Arbor this week, you will be rewarded by 
seeing the cutest dog you’ve ever laid eyes on. 

 
 

Purchase a vegetable along with 
your ramen this week; that way, you’ll 
have good news to counteract your 
midterm results when your mom calls. 

 

You may want to use Mapquest to 
reach your destinations this week, as 
your GPS will develop some murderous 
tendencies and try to lead you off a cliff.

Remember those books you meant 
to buy for your classes week 2 but 
forgot about until now? Go pick them 
up from the UCen, and take a moment 
to honor the depleted supply of UCSB 
sweatshirts since incoming freshmen 
have come and swiped all the good ones.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Save a horse, ride a cowboy … all the 
way to Davidson to get your life together.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
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