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Sexual Assault 
Reports Up in I.V.
Stephany Rubio
Asst. News Editor

Sexual assault reporting and 
rape cases in I.V. have been increas-
ing throughout the past four years.

It is unknown what exactly 
has prompted the increase, but 
the issue has been at the center 
of Associated Students’ elections 
platforms and the recent sexual 
assault sit-in on May 3 and 4 in 
Cheadle Hall.  

Santa Barbara Sheriff ’s Office 
(SBSO) spokesperson Kelly Hoover 
said there were 16 forcible rape 
crimes in 2013, increasing to 27 in 
2014, down to 13 cases in 2015 and 
back up to 23 in 2016. 

Hoover said that, as of March, 
three forcible rape crimes have 
occurred.

Of the 48 reported sexual 
assaults in I.V. in 2016, 40 percent 
of suspects were unknown to the 
victim or had just met the victim 
prior to the assault. Approximately 
40 percent of the suspects were 
acquainted with the victim as 
either friends or having mutual 
friends with the victim. Twenty 
percent of suspects had been in a 
dating relationship with the sus-
pect or had sexual relationships 
with the suspect.

Hoover said 74 percent of the 
48 sexual assaults occurred on the 
weekends between 9 p.m. Friday 
and 11 p.m. Sunday. Approximately 
74 percent of the cases also involved 
alcohol and/or drug consumption, 
alcohol being the most widely used 
substance, Hoover said. 

The university Title IX office, 
Santa Barbara Rape Crisis Center 
and SBSO could not give specific 
measures to explain why reporting 
has increased. 

I.V. Community Services 
District (CSD) board chair Ethan 
Bertrand said the increase in sex-
ual assault reporting could be one 
of two reasons: more people are 
coming forward to report or more 
sexual assaults are happening.

Bertrand said he wants the CSD 
to “fill in the gaps” that exist with-
in the policing and safety of I.V.

Hoover also gave an analysis 
of the increasing sexual assault 
reports in I.V. 

“On the one hand, the reason 
for the increase in reported rapes 
and sexual assaults could be the 
result of more awareness regard-
ing these crimes and victims feel-
ing comfortable coming forward to 
report the incident,” she said.

Counseling and Psychological 
Services (C.A.P.S.) has created 
resources for students that are sur-
vivors of sexual assault and rape. 
Jeanne Stanford, the director of 
C.A.P.S. who has been working 

with sexual assault survivors since 
1990, said there were only nine 
psychologists in 2005 when she 
first started. They now have 21.

Despite increasing resources, 
student activists and assault sur-
vivors were left confused over who 
has jurisdiction over crimes in Isla 
Vista after the May 3 and 4 sit-in. 

The sit-in was a continuation of 
the 2015 sit-in that set out a list 
of demands eventually signed off 
by UC Santa Barbara administra-
tion.

Chancellor Henry T. Yang also 
signed off on this year’s demands, 
which included creating a sexual 
assault survivor resource center 
and paying in full the tuition debt 
of Ro’Shawndra Earvin, one of the 
sit-in’s organizers.

The sit-in eventually progressed 
into a town hall on Wednesday in 
the Humanities and Social Sciences 
Building where public officials, 
administration representatives, 
students, sexual assault survivors 
and activists were present to dis-
cuss the list of demands and public 
involvement in the process of real-
izing each demand. 

Earvin has publicly expressed 
her frustration with jurisdiction 
matters over her sexual assault 
case, insisting that the university 
mishandled her case.

Earvin told the Nexus she want-
ed to report her rape to the proper 
authorities who are supposed to 
make sure she is “protected and 
that justice is served.”

Earvin also said she felt her sex-
ual assault case was not handled 
the same way that “a member of 
a society who pays for those ser-
vices” should. 

In response to the confusion of 
who has jurisdiction over crimes 
in I.V., Hoover said, “Regardless of 
who takes the report, a Sheriff ’s 
deputy or UC Santa Barbara police 
officer, the report is taken seri-
ously and will be assigned to the 
appropriate agency for the inves-
tigation.”

Hoover said that when it comes 
to reporting a sexual assault crime 
the victim will not be left in a 
“ jurisdictional limbo.”  

UCSB spokesperson Andrea 
Estrada said the university cannot 
discuss the details of any specific 
case, but “the emotional and phys-
ical well-being of sexual assault 
survivors is of paramount impor-
tance” to the university.

“With the utmost sensitivity 
and care, the university considers 
each case individually and expedi-
tiously to determine the best and 
most appropriate way to assist a 
survivor in the aftermath of such 
physical violence,” she said in a 
statement.
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Protests Halt UC Regents Meeting

Tamari Dzotsenidze
Asst. News Editor

A small but lively group of students huddled in 
front of the Isla Vista Food Cooperative on Tuesday 
evening, waiting for a bus to take them to the UC 
Regents meeting in San Francisco. 

They had one goal: to improve their university 
through activism, even if that meant sleeping on 
a bus, skipping classes and starting a protest in 
48-degree weather.

Wednesday’s meeting began with a public forum, 
where students voiced their concerns about college 
affordability. The public forum ended with police 
threatening protesters with arrest.

Security personnel checked students before they 
were permitted to enter the public forum. The search 
included wanding students with hand-held metal 
detectors and forcing them to leave food and drinks 
outside the forum. 

The forum began at approximately 8 a.m. with 38 
people signed up to speak. Individuals were permitted 
to speak for one minute, while groups of two or more 
who chose to combine their time received two-and-a-
half minutes to speak.

Several students spoke about divesting from fos-
sil fuels, with one student expressing outrage that UC 
administration claimed it would be too difficult to divest.

“I don’t think climate change is complicated when 
we’re talking about a simple divestment,” said a student 
from UC Santa Cruz Fossil Free. “I think that when you 
have a top team of investors you can find out how you 
can divest over seven years and make a public politicized 
statement, because that is what we are asking you to do.”

There were also speakers who were angered by the 
tuition increases in the wake of the audit.

“We have to question why tuition increases are dis-
proportionate to state disinvestment,” Taylor Chanes, 
the Associated Students external vice president at UC 
Irvine, said. “I don’t understand why we have a pro-
posed increase in 2014 and another one in 2017 when 
we have millions of dollars in a reserve, whether or 
not that is supposed to go towards funding different 
programs for students that you are already under-
resourcing.” 

The Regents will discuss the audit more thor-
oughly on Thursday.

There were also several comments regarding UC 
President Janet Napolitano’s salary, including one 

graduate student who referenced the low wages made 
by teaching assistants.

There were also calls for Napolitano’s resignation.
“I think you need to resign, first of all,” one man 

said, prompting applause at the meeting. “I also think 
there needs to be a criminal investigation.”

Several speakers went over their allotted time and 
were asked to stop.

After public comment, while Regent Chair Lozano 
was thanking those that spoke, one audience member 
stood up and began to chant, “Whose university?” 

Other audience members immediately caught on 
and started chanting back “Our university.”

As the chants grew, the room became more hec-
tic. A reporter from UC Santa Cruz jumped over the 
barrier separating the crowd from the Regents in an 
attempt to get a photo. He was reprimanded by police.

Despite Regent Chair Lozano’s attempts to speak, 
she was drowned out by the protesters. A police officer 
then stood in front of the crowd reading the rules of 

conduct, before telling the protesters that the police 
would begin arresting participants if they did not 
leave in five minutes.

The Regents left the room at this time.
“As far as Regents meetings go, unfortunately, it 

seems standard that you know, the meeting is shut 
down and the Regents leave and don’t really pay atten-
tion to us,” Michael Kile, who organized the protest 
with Gabriela Romo, said.

“The way that Regents set up their meetings they 
set them up to minimize the public’s kind of view of 
that” Romo said. “The fact that they shut down the 
meeting shows that they’re clearly scared that people 
are out there and pushing for you know maybe the 
right side of history.”

The chanting continued for two more minutes 
while the police counted down the minutes. Protesters 
filed out while chanting and all had left the room by 
the five-minute mark.

Police did not make any arrests. 

Some called for the resignation of UC President Janet Napolitano, whose sizable salary has 
been the subject of debate. Others spoke about recent UC proposals to divest from fossil fuels.
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The public forum with UC Regents was set to discuss proposed UC-
wide tuition hikes but ended with protests and police intervention
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Legend has it that Jim Morrison, lead singer of The Doors, wrote “The Crystal Ship” one night in Isla Vista during the 1960s 
when he was dropping acid on the beach and looking out at the bright, glimmering Platform Holly just off the coast.
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ACROSS
1 Picket line crosser
5 Arrange, as a

vacation
9 Washington

neighbor
14 “Splendor in the

Grass” director
Kazan

15 Gutter site
16 La Scala’s city
17 Top banana
19 Mayan corn crop
20 Observation after

too many wrong
turns

21 “Dirty Harry”
composer Schifrin

23 “Don’t __
stranger”

24 Like a dog’s hind
leg

25 A low-flow
showerhead will
help lower it

27 Enzyme ending
29 Online auction

site
30 50 cents, in slang
35 After “get,” gain

an advantage
39 Attending a

Lakers game, say
40 Ski resort named

for a tree
42 Longest river

entirely in
Switzerland

43 Inning half
45 Baker’s container
47 Dedicated works
49 Taylor of fashion
50 Hit generating

four 71-Across
54 Horizontal

punctuator
58 Hold up, as a bank
59 Yogi, for one
60 Wheel cover
62 HI hello
64 “The Iron Horse,”

baseball’s all-time
50-Across
recordholder

66 Jeopardy
67 Hops kiln
68 Took __ loan
69 It has

reservations
70 G.I. fare
71 One of them is

hidden in 17-, 25-,
30- and 45-
Across

DOWN
1 Event before

finals
2 Ascend
3 Path between

rows
4 Conductor’s

wand
5 Cheeky
6 Research site
7 St. Teresa’s city
8 Cancel out
9 Wicked

10 Lunes o martes
11 Perp’s story
12 Eye color
13 “Shaq Diesel”

rapper
18 Founded: Abbr.
22 Beirut’s country
25 Licks, as a

stamp
26 One way to play
28 Cat breed
30 White lie
31 Dedicatee of

Lennon’s
“Woman”

32 Final: Abbr.
33 Inform against
34 Sunblock letters
36 Gift of the

garrulous?
37 Ocean State sch.
38 Pilot product

41 Jason with a
record 63-yard
field goal to his
credit

44 Weirdo
46 Like inappropriate

influence
48 Picabo Street

race
50 It’s plotted in

math class
51 Loggers’ game
52 Scrub the launch

53 Like a cheering
crowd

55 Can’t stand
56 Use elbow

grease on
57 Part of Hispaniola
60 5’2”, 6’3”, etc.:

Abbr.
61 Some major golf

tournaments,
informally

63 Move it
65 Employ
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Tuesday, March 6, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO SATURDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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“She’s not Mormon, her parents just fuck a lot.”

www.dailynexus.com
NEXUSDAILY

WEATHER
The Weatherhuman would like to commission someone 

to make up the rules to a new drinking game ze thought 
of: “Guess That Celebrity Nipple.”

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Stars: They’re just as hairy as us!
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CLASSIFIEDS
Restaurants
Server
     We are looking for the right genuine server,  
wine knowledge a plus, for our dynamite team.
 We are energetic breakfast, busy lunches great 
happy hour and in house desserts. Stop by 
Andersens 1106 State st. Santa Barbara or e-mail 
your resume
Email andersenssantabarbara@gmail.com
www.andersenssantabarbara.com

Help Wanted
Looking for a candidate who is creative, energetic, orga-
nized and be able to work with mainly ages from 2 to 4 
years old in a preschool that follows Montessori Method 
of Education and Play Based approach to early educa-
tion. 
We provide great benefits, competitive wages, a fun and 
stimulating working environment, paid vacation & sick 
time.
Please check us out at www.stepstolearningpreschool.
com
Please email your resume at: info@stepstolearningpre-
school.com
or call at (805) 968-4888.
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The Goings-On 
in I.V. This Week

Staff Report 

IT’S A PARTY
A.S. Elections Board is hosting a town hall inviting community members to air 
their grievances and gratitudes over the 2016-17 A.S. Elections. The board will 
take comments from the public to improve elections for the following year. The 
event will take place 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday at the Pardall Center.

BELOVED COMMUNITY
Students can register for the Second Annual Isla Vista Conference: The Beloved 
Community taking place this Friday and Saturday. Following the first conference 
born out of the May 23, 2014, tragedy and the changes taking hold of I.V., the 
second conference will begin with an art exhibition on Friday. It will continue 
throughout Saturday with sessions focusing on community engagement to share 
unique perspectives and celebrate what makes Isla Vista great. The event is free 
and open to everyone with breakfast and lunch provided on Saturday. 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
The Student Activist Network is hosting civil disobedience training 1 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Saturday at 777 Camino Pescadero. Students can stop by to learn about the 
history and theory behind activism, as well as learn how to protest effectively. 
Beautiful Trouble Training Program will provide the training, a group of activists 
specializing in creating effective grassroots movements.

SURF’S UP
Isla Vista Surfrider’s 18th annual Concert for the Coast will be coming to 
Anisq’Oyo’ Park this Saturday. The event takes place from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
will feature live music from bands like Tomorrows Bad Seeds, West Swell, Feral 
Vida, Mellow Grass and De Honeyman. Local organizations will also be tabling 
and discussing the many ways to protect and care for local beaches. In addition, 
Concert for the Coast will be holding a raffle, and all proceeds will benefit the 
Environmental Defense Center for the preservation of the Gaviota Coast.

TWIST AND SHOUT
Need to relax before heading to Extravaganza? Want free brunch? Look no fur-
ther; Isla Vista Food Cooperative will be hosting their month Beach Brunch Yoga 
this Sunday from 9:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. Those who decide to attend must R.S.V.P. 
on Facebook so organizers know how much food to provide. Brunch is provided 
only for those who participate in yoga.  

EXTRAVAGANZA 
A.S. Program Board’s annual festival Extravaganza, aka CampX ’17, is this 
Sunday. This year’s acts include headliner ScHoolboy Q alongside Tinashe, Griz, 
Thundercat and Twin Peaks. The festival will be at Harder Stadium. Gates open 
at 1 p.m. 

MEATLESS SUNDAY
A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. Sunday 
in Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Café). Food Not Bombs is a large organization 
that spans the country and is a form of “franchise activism.” They believe that 
corporate and government priorities are skewed and allow hunger despite the 
abundance of food and food waste. Those interested in cooking for Sunday can 
email organizers at foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. The dinner is regularly held 
every Sunday.

WE REMEMBER
There will be a candlelight vigil remembering the victims of the May 23, 2014,  
tragedy this Tuesday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Anisq’Oyo’ Park. The event is spon-
sored by several university organizations including Isla Vista Strong, Associated 
Students, Office of Student Life and Blunite.

Amid Budget Woes, SB Sheriff ’s 
Office Faces Potential Staff Cuts
Jose Ochoa
County News Editor

The Santa Barbara County Sheriff ’s Office 
(SBSO) is currently over budget, understaffed and 
overworked, county officials reported in budget dis-
cussions this past month. 

SBSO nears the end of the fiscal year with a $1.4 
million deficit, 49 vacant positions and over $6 mil-
lion spent in overtime expenses.

Santa Barbara County officials met this Tuesday 
to discuss a quarterly report of the county budget. 
Of the 68 departments, 65 are positive or at budget.

The county executive office (CEO) and auditor-
controller presented a report of the third quarter 
of the fiscal year at Tuesday’s board of supervisors 
meeting, revealing that the Sheriff’s Office is pro-
jected to reach a deficit of $1.4 million by the end of 
the fiscal year. 

Despite what might seem to be a daunting figure, 
the county is projected to end the fiscal year with a 
net increase of $750,000 in their general fund.

SBSO’s deficit is an example of some of the fis-
cal challenges the county is facing this year. The 
county is expected to reach an approximate $35 mil-
lion deficit if it continues to operate at this level of 
expenditure and has been re-balancing its budget for 
the next fiscal year to prevent funding issues.

Following budget workshops with the county 
Board of Supervisors in April, the CEO is expected 
to release its proposed budget for the next fiscal 
year next Thursday. The Board of Supervisors will 
then hold its budget hearings on June 12, during 
which the public is welcome to comment on the final 
budget. If necessary, the hearings will continue on 
June 14 and 16. 

In order to mitigate any potential budget issues, 
county officials have proposed 5 percent budget cuts 
across all departments.

SBSO is facing a possible reduction of nine full-
time positions in the Isla Vista Foot Patrol (IVFP), 
though Undersheriff Bernard Melekian has spoken 
to the board in favor of keeping the positions during 
last month’s budget workshop meetings.

According to documents outlining the proposed 
cuts’ fiscal impact, reductions to the IVFP alone 
would bring approximately $1.9 million to the coun-
ty’s general fund. These reductions would include 
removing three sergeants, two special duty deputies 
and four deputies, as well as reducing overtime pay. 

According to SBSO spokesperson Kelly Hoover, 
Isla Vista is the only station in the county that is not 
operating “at minimum staffing,” meaning there will 
likely be cuts in this area to balance the department’s 
finances.

“As a result, we proposed a significant reduction 
in our staffing levels at the IVFP. We are in discus-
sions with the CEO’s Office and University represen-
tatives, and at this point nothing has been decided as 
of yet,” Hoover said in an email.

IVFP is not the only section of SBSO that would 
see cuts. The proposed cuts for SBSO in the next fis-
cal year total approximately $7.6 million.

While these cuts were proposed at the budget 
workshops in April, none of the reductions have 
been finalized. They will go through public hearings 
before they are adopted.

Each county department’s presentation during 
last month’s budget workshops included a section for 
departments to request a restoration or expansion of 
programs slated to be cut.

In Melekian’s presentation, he said IVFP is 

a “critical” part of SBSO’s budget priorities but 
acknowledged that the department is facing issues 
when it comes to staffing, updating technology and 
funding.

Melekian said the department’s equipment is 
outdated. The department is working on updating 
their computerized dispatch system as well as their 
jail management system — which will be operation-
al in November — but he said the records manage-
ment system remains out of date.

According to Melekian, SBSO also needs new 
portable radios and car systems. The department 
does not proactively replace equipment but rather 
rushes to gather funding when old equipment fails 
to function.

In addition to outdated technology, SBSO cur-
rently has 49 total vacancies in its stations, causing 
employees to work overtime. As a result, SBSO has 
had massive overtime expenses totaling $6.4 million 
for this fiscal year, offset partially by $5.4 million in 
salaries and benefits savings, according to a board 
letter from Tuesday’s meeting.

According to the letter from the board of super-
visors, “Further exacerbating the vacancy issue, an 
additional 17 patrol deputies and 12 custody depu-
ties were on worker’s compensation leave, who not 
only continue to draw salary, but also create vacan-
cies that are often covered with overtime.”

The board anticipates that if the department 
ends the year with negative net financial impact, it 
will need to use the general fund to balance its deficit. 

“This assumption has already been factored into 
the projected year-end net positive variance of $750 
thousand in the general fund,” according to the letter.

The county will make their final decisions regard-
ing the budget in June.

Four Years Later, Still a ‘No’ for Israel Divestment 
Maura Fox
University News Editor

Following the Associated Students Senate’s failure to pass 
the resolution to divest from companies that allegedly aid 
Israel in human rights violations against Palestinians, UC 
Santa Barbara is the last University of California campus to 
have not yet passed a divestment resolution. 

The resolution received 16 “no” votes, zero “yes” votes and 
seven abstentions after a 10-hour meeting in Corwin Pavilion 
on May 10. 

The resolution, sponsored by Students for Justice in 
Palestine members Anumita Kaur and Edan Tessema, called 
for the university to divest from companies such as Raytheon, 
Northrop Grumman, Caterpillar and Hewlett-Packard, which 
allegedly perpetuate human rights abuses of the Palestinian 
people. 

A resolution to divest was first proposed at UCSB in 2013 
and has now failed to pass four times. 

Eight other UC campus student governments have voted 
to divest, including Berkeley, San Diego, Riverside, Irvine, 
Merced, Los Angeles, Davis and Santa Cruz. No UC campus, 
however, has actually divested.

The first divestment resolution was proposed at UC 
Berkeley in 2010, where it passed through the student gov-
ernment but was later vetoed by then-student president Will 
Smelko. The latest resolution passed in 2015.

Some divestment resolutions, however, have faced further 
challenges. A UC Santa Cruz divestment resolution passed 
through its student government in May 2014 but was almost 
recalled in 2015 due to concerns about the original voting 
process.  At UC Davis, a resolution to divest passed in January 
2015 but was recalled in February 2015 by the student court. 

The UC Board of Regents released its “Principles of 
Intolerance” last year, a statement condemning anti-Semitism 
and anti-Zionism on UC campuses. In 2010, the Regents’ chair-
man, vice chairman and UC president released a statement 
saying they will not divest until the U.S. government declares 
that the foreign nation is “committing acts of genocide.”  

UCSB was allegedly the last of the UCs to vote in 1978 

to divest from companies with business ties in South Africa 
during apartheid. The UC Regents voted to divest from the 
corporations in 1986.

Kaur, a fourth-year sociology major, said she sees similari-
ties in the South African divestment history and the current 
debate with Israel and Palestine. 

“For the fourth time in a row ... UCSB is on the wrong 
side of history,” Kaur said. “I think that consistently UCSB’s 
Associated Students is choosing to remain complacent and 
complicit in violence.” 

Rabbi Evan Goodman of the Santa Barbara Hillel said the 
Israel-Palestine conflict is a “complex situation” and said he 
commends the Senate for “not following the path” of other 
student senates to vote to divest.

Goodman said, however, that the seven other UC student 
governments that voted to divest are not representative of the 
current student bodies of those campuses because students, 
interests and motivations have changed since they voted to divest. 

“It’s a misnomer to say that all are voting to divest,” 
Goodman said. “They have each voted at a moment in time to 
do this.” 

According to Hillel International, UCSB has a current 
Jewish population of 2,850 students or 14 percent. This num-
ber is higher than on any other UC campus. 

Goodman said the large Jewish community at UCSB is 
a bonded group, and he cited the “UCSB Jewish Student 
Organizations’ Unified Opposition to BDS” unity letter as a 
sign of the collective efforts and ideals of the Jewish student 
population. 

Eight Jewish student organizations signed and released 
the letter last week in response to the divestment resolution 
and the Boycotts, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement.  

“Judaism is much more than a religion; it is a people,” 
Goodman said. “Israel plays an important role in the sense of 
Jewish peoplehood.”

Kaur said she believes the resolution did not pass because 
there is a “lack of diversity” on Senate that she claims is due to 
the one-party dominance in A.S. elections. She said this results 
in similar ideologies running across the whole Senate. 

“We consistently see just one party sweeping our election,” 

Kaur said. “You can’t have a real democracy when it’s always 
one party that has the monopoly.”

Despite supporting opposite positions of the divestment 
debate, Kaur and Goodman both said they believe students 
need to fully educate themselves about the Israel-Palestine conflict.

“There is a genuine [and] deep lack of understanding of 
what this divestment resolution is really about,” she said.

Goodman said he does not believe UCSB will ever vote to 
divest but said he dislikes the way two different sides have 
emerged surrounding the debate. 

“I hate the idea that there is a winner and a loser here,” 
Goodman said, adding that he believes UCSB’s student body is 

willing to engage in contentious dialogue instead of only “try-
ing to pick a fight” with one another.

Chancellor Henry T. Yang did not comment on the uni-
versity’s position on divestment but said it is the university’s 
“role and responsibility” to create a space where students can 
discuss controversial topics.

“I so appreciate seeing our students engage in such a 
thoughtful and passionate discussion on this issue as well as 
others,” Yang said in a statement. “Listening to and learning 
from each other are among the great benefits of being part 
of a diverse campus community represented by a variety of 
perspectives.”

A divestment resolution was first proposed at UCSB in 2013, and it has failed to pass four times in the years since. 
This leaves UCSB as the last of the UC campuses to have never approved an Israel divestment resolution. 

ANTHONY LAI / DAILY NEXUS 

The Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office has a total of 49 staff vacancies in its stations, which has led to increased overtime hours for employees. 
SBSO has racked up a total of $6.4 million in overtime expenses, though that total is partially offset by $5.4 million in salaries and benefits savings. 

NEXUS FILE PHOTO
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Josh Ortiz
News Editor

Legend has it that Jim Morrison, lead singer of The Doors, wrote 
“The Crystal Ship” one night in Isla Vista during the 1960s when he 
was dropping acid on the beach and looking out at the bright, glim-
mering Platform Holly just off the coast.

Now it appears the crystal ship will soon be sailing away.
Venoco, Inc., the Denver-based oil company which owned 

Platform Holly, relinquished the oil rig and the rest of its holdings in 
the South Ellwood Oil Field to the state just before filing for Chapter 
11 bankruptcy in April.

The oil rig has been inactive since the 2015 Refugio oil spill, when 
a Plains All American Pipeline ruptured and spilled 142,000 gallons 
of oil along the Gaviota Coast.

The pipeline that burst, Line 901, fed oil to and from Platform Holly.
The closure of Line 901 for the next two years decimated Venoco’s 

operations in the South Ellwood Oil Field and substantially curbed 
the company’s financial strength.

The California State Lands Commission (SLC) now owns Platform 
Holly and announced in April that it will begin decommissioning the 
oil rig as soon as possible, a process that it said will be “expensive,” 
“complex” and “lengthy.”

The SLC said it would soon begin the process of contracting a 
project manager to oversee the decommissioning process. The state 
agency estimates it will take approximately three years to fully 
decommission and remove Holly, but this estimate is “heavily depen-
dent” on the availability of funding and equipment and the length of 
time it takes to identify the environmental impacts of removing the 
oil platform.

Bob Evans, a local ocean photographer, spoke out to KEYT last 
week in opposition to a complete removal of Platform Holly, insist-
ing that doing so would harm the marine life dwelling around the 
columns below.

“I spent a lifetime taking underwater pictures in the California 
Channel Islands and I have never seen the amount of life that exists 
on these platforms, and it would be a travesty to remove these 
structures,” Evans told KEYT. “I am wondering who’s going to give 
the eviction notice to all the little creatures that live on Platform 
Holly?”

Evans suggests the state remove only the top portion of the plat-
form to keep the lower part as a marine sanctuary, KEYT reported.

Still, decommissioning Holly comes as a major victory for local 
environmental efforts.

“We have waited for this day for a long time,” Fran Farina of the 
local Sierra Club chapter said in a statement released the same day 
Venoco filed for bankruptcy.

ARCO first constructed Platform Holly in 1966, and the oil rig 
reached peak production in 1984. 

Farina said that the Sierra Club has been combating offshore 
drilling in the area since the 1980s, when ARCO was looking build 
additional oil platforms near Holly.

The Santa Barbara Environmental Defense Center said 

in April that local environmental groups were “celebrating” the 
announcement of Platform Holly’s removal, explaining that Holly 
and other oil infrastructure in the area “pose a threat to public health 
and the environment.”

Upon the removal of Platform Holly, there will be 26 offshore 
oil platforms remaining off the California coast between Orange 
County and Santa Barbara County, The Mercury News reported.

Former U.S. President Barack Obama implemented in November 
a temporary moratorium on all new offshore oil drilling off the 
California coast until 2022. 

Several California lawmakers applauded the decision but called 
on Obama to institute a permanent ban in light of Donald Trump’s 
promises to expand offshore oil drilling.

Although President Trump has not made any tangible steps 
toward lifting Obama’s ban, Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke 
said in March that opening federal waters for oil drilling is “a pillar 
of President Trump’s plan to make the United States energy inde-
pendent.”

Frustrated local environmental groups protested over 100-strong 
when Secretary Zinke visited Santa Barbara in April. They shouted, 
“Shame on you,” urging Zinke to remember the environmental fall-
out that followed the Refugio spill just two years prior.

This controversy — along with decades of production, nostalgia 
and trauma surrounding Holly — will be awash as the crystal ship 
drifts away, leaving an expansive Pacific in its wake.

The horizon’s glittering constant will soon disappear, and others 
will miss the memory of a proud ocean outlook peering through hazy 
Isla Vista nights.  

“The crystal ship is being filled
A thousand girls, a thousand thrills
A million ways to spend your time
When we get back, I’ll drop a line.”

Continued from p.1
PLATFORM HOLLY 
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Farewell, Holly

I am wondering who's going 
to give the eviction notice to 
all the little creatures that 

live on Platform Holly?
- Bob Evans
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SPORTS
Well, I know how Ayesha Curry 

felt in claiming that the NBA 
Finals were rigged last season. 
The NBA Draft Lottery had 

me feeling the exact same way 
after the Boston Celtics and L.A. 
Lakers drew the top two picks.

Armchair QB
The UCSB men’s basketball team 

officially completed its coaching staff 
with the final addition of Assistant Coach 

Ben Tucker. 

Basketball

Richard Benites
Staff Writer 

Many young athletes aspire to one day be 
able to play for a four-year university. Few, 
however, are able to compete on a national 
scale. Even fewer find themselves ranked 
within the best in the country. The case for 
Gauchos senior Morgan Mays is one of the 
few, for his talent proved to be more than 
enough to get him where he is today.  

As a homegrown product, Mays grew up 
just an hour away from UCSB’s campus 
in Malibu, Calif. He played various sports 
growing up, but naturally he excelled most 
at tennis, enough so that his play began to 
be recognized on the International Tennis 
Federation junior rankings. He notes that his 
three consecutive ITF junior event victories 
were his most memorable sports moments 
and perhaps the turning point in his decision 
to take his craft to the next level.              

“I always wanted to play at the college 
level,” Mays said when asked about his 
transition into college. “To play for a team 
and be a part of a group environment was 
my goal.” Fast forward a few years and Mays 
would go on to achieve that goal. 

During his freshman year, Mays was 
recruited by Wake Forest University, whose 
team is currently ranked first in the nation 
according to the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association standings. His time there, how-
ever, was short-lived, as he ultimately decid-
ed to transfer to UCSB. 

“[Wake Forest] is a great school with a 
great tennis program, but I was looking for 
different opportunities like playing higher 
in the lineup — opportunities I would go on 
and receive here.”

A chance to prove himself, and the abil-
ity to return back to the West Coast were 
all Mays could’ve asked for as he arrived at 
UCSB during the 2014-15 season. 

“When I came here I saw lots and lots 
of potential,” Mays said about his initial 
thoughts, “[and] a tight knit conference 
alongside an incredible coaching staff.”

Mays went on to reference Head Coach 

Marty Davis’s own collegiate career and his 
status as a top-40 overall player and top 10 
in doubles play. Paired with Assistant Coach 
Blake Muller and his illustrious career at 
Stanford, the team was led by some of the 
greatest former talents.

“I was really excited when I got here … 
I saw everyone really intent on changing 
the culture here.” Mays mentioned because 
previous to the 2013 season, Santa Barbara 
was not yet the Big West powerhouse we 
see today. The team was also nonfactors at a 
national scale, with all of their recent NCAA 
Tournament appearances being cut short in 
the Round of 64 mark. Their last most suc-
cessful showing came back in 1997 when 
UCSB was ranked No. 17 in the nation and 
reached the Sweet 16 stage of the competi-
tion. Since then, and from the turn of the 
century, the Gauchos haven’t really played at 
that same sense of quality.

During his junior year, Mays first began 
to see himself consistently lead the pack at 
the roster’s court one spot. He also became 
captain for the first time as an upperclass-
man.

“It was another opportunity I looked very 
much forward to; [captaining] is a position 
of high responsibility and it meant that 
much more considering we were coming off 
a great year since we had won the Big West 
title,” he said.

 Mays followed this up by making the 
point that, early on, every season the team 
wanted to see exactly where they’d stack up 
in the conference; however, their expecta-
tions began to involve a pursuit of place-
ment onto the ITA rankings. That same 
year, Mays posted a 17-11 singles record and 
a 13-9 in dual play, which earned him an 
All-Conference First Team Singles selection 
and an Honorable Mention in Doubles. The 
team went on to qualify as their conference’s 
first seed and claimed back to back Big West 
championships. “

Starting last year, with the bringing in of 
newer and younger faces, was when I saw 
the tennis program’s culture first begin to 
change,” Mays said.

Mays was referring to standout names 

like sophomores Anders Holm and Nicolas 
Moreno, as well as his doubles co-star junior 
Simon Freund. The identity of UCSB’s ten-
nis program truly started to emerge as they 
began to set their goals high with a confer-
ence three-peat and potential upsets versus 
opposing top-tier programs.

As this season’s campaign began to wind 
down, the accolades and record breaking 
began to pour in. UCSB’s late calendar win 
streak of 12 in a row handed them another 
Big West first seed which ultimately resulted 
in both a league and playoff clean sweep, 
granting the program their championship 
trifecta. Their overall season record of 19-6 
had them at a .760 win percentage, which is 
the highest in franchise history and earned 
them the No. 37 ITA ranking. This national 
ranking finish also ended up being the pro-
gram’s third-ever highest spot, with only the 
1997 and 1998 teams both finishing top 25 
in the nation.

“This was the first time in a while that 
people started to notice us on a national 
stage … we faced four different top-10 teams 
in the early part of the season and managed 
a great performance against all of them,” he 
said.

All in all, Mays was once again elected 
to the All-Conference First Team and even 
announced as the Big West Player of the 
Year. Davis also earned 2017’s Coach of the 
Year recognition. Regionally speaking, ITA 
also honored Mays with the Arthur Ashe 
Leadership and Sportsmanship Award and 
Muller as Assistant Coach of the Year.            

“Altogether it’s been an incredible year, 
I’m proud and I really believe the culture has 
shifted upwards from here. I truly think this 
program will excel and continue to win titles 
for years to come … all thanks to Marty and 
Blake, we all hope this mentality will keep 
growing.”

Much praise can be passed on to the 
UCSB men’s tennis team, but there’s still 
more work left to be done. As for now, fans 
and Gauchos alike can surely be excited 
for more years of tennis court dominance 
thanks to a stellar youth core and a phenom-
enal coaching staff.                

Changing the Culture: How Mays Helped Shape an Elite Tennis Program

Andrew Hernandez
Staff Writer

The remarkable run of the UCSB’s women’s tennis 
team officially has come to an end, leaving behind 
another successful season for the Gauchos. They 
f inished at 17-10 and 7-1 in Big West play prior to 
enduring a disappointing, early f irst-round exit in 
the NCAA Tournament.

Santa Barbara’s season began with it looking to 
reach the same heights as the year before and seeking 
to repeat as Big West champions for the f irst time 
in program history. Following the achievements 
of winning its f irst Big West title since 1996 and 
f irst-ever NCAA Tournament victory last season, 
the amount of pressure was greater coming into this 
season. 

The added pressure certainly made the team feel 
that it not only could reach the successful heights 
of decades prior but that this was expected of them. 

UCSB experienced struggles early on in the sea-
son, as the team had a tough non-conference sched-
ule that saw the Gauchos play multiple top-25 teams 
such as USC and Texas A&M. After the f irst two 
months of the season, the team had faced four top-
25 teams and held a 4-6 overall record. 

The team was able to hover around .500 at the 
midway point through the season, which allowed it 
to keep pace with the rest of its conference competi-
tion, as the Gauchos hoped to remain near the top 
of the standings in case they could make a surge for 
the top.

UCSB took it upon itself to have its hopes ful-
f illed as the turning point of its season came in the 
month of April. 

The team had entered the last full month of the 
season with a 7-9 record. 

The Gauchos kicked off April playing a Sunday 
doubleheader, during which the team beat Cal State 
Northridge 4-1 and Loyola Marymount University 
4-0. Santa Barbara then went on a tear through 
the Big West Conference, stringing together wins 
against opponents like Cal State Fullerton, Long 
Beach State and Cal Poly. Of the seven regular-
season conference games they played in April, the 
Gauchos swept their opponents 4-0 a total of four 
times. 

The impressive run of seven-straight victories car-
ried Santa Barbara to the No. 2 seed in the Big West 
Conference Tournament, while three more wins 
to extend its streak to 10 matches led to an even-
tual return to the Big West Championships, during 
which the team played Hawaii. 

Hawaii was responsible for the Gauchos’ sole 
blemish in their conference record, and the matchup 
between the two teams was extremely competitive. 
However, it was UCSB who was able to answer back 
against the Rainbow Wahine by winning the confer-
ence f inal match 4-1. 

The f inish at the top of the Big West Conference 
punched the team’s ticket to the f irst round of the 
NCAA Tournament.  

Results of the NCAA selection chose UCSB to 
face the No. 47 UCLA Bruins. The Bruins were a 
familiar opponent for the Gauchos, who had played 
them during their non-conference schedule. The 
Bruins were able to win that match 4-0, clinching 
the doubles point and leaving three singles matches 
unfinished. 

The f irst-round meet between the two teams 

began with doubles play against the talented Bruin 
duo of freshman Ena Shibahara and junior Kristin 
Wiley. UCLA captured the doubles point after a loss 
by UCSB tandem junior Amanda Atanasson and 
senior Melissa Baker.

In singles play, junior Palina Dubavets and senior 
Stefani Stojic tried to give the Gauchos an early leg 
up on the Bruins, but the play of No. 5 Shibahara 
and sophomore Alaina Miller was too much for the 
Gauchos’ standouts. 

Junior Terri Fleming clinched the meet for the 
Bruins after defeating Natalie Da Silveira. Yet again, 
it was the Bruins winning the match 4-0, clinching 
the doubles point and leaving three singles matches 
unfinished. 

Despite the early exit for the Gauchos, the team is 
still poised to be a contender in both the Big West 
and the NCAA Tournament. 

The key players the Gauchos will be losing 
after this season are seniors Melissa Baker, Jaimee 
Gilbertson and Stefani Stojic. All three of these 
players were crucial to both UCSB Big West 
Championship titles and were key players in getting 
the team out of its regular-season slump this year. 

The Gauchos end this season with a variety of 
accolades. The team has captured the f irst back-to-
back conference titles since 1995 and 1996, which 
signaled the end years of UCSB’s six-straight Big 
West titles from 1991-96. 

The consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances 
were also the program’s f irst since then. 

It certainly was an exciting season to follow, as 
the women’s tennis program is taking steps toward 
returning to its glory of being one of the top-tier Big 
West teams.  

Season Review: UCSB Women’s Tennis Repeats as Big West Champs 

Jorge Mercado
Co-Sports Editor 

Despite winning a conference championship this 
year, the UCSB golf team knew the postseason would 
be much more diff icult. 

Taking part in the very competitive NCAA Stanford 
Regional, Santa Barbara certainly had its fair share of 
struggles, f inishing the competition in 11th place of the 
13 teams that competed.

Even though the low ranking meant an end to their 
season, the Gauchos certainly had a very successful 
2016-17 season during which they won their f irst Big 
West title since 1998 and four other regular-season 
tournament championships. 

The f ive total titles are the most won in a single sea-
son in program history.

UCSB finished Wednesday carding 8-over par 288, 
its best round at the Stanford Regional. As a whole, the 
team finished with a total 34-over par 874, f inishing in 
front of Sacramento State’s 48-over par 888 and South 
Dakota State’s 59-over par 899.

Only four teams f inished the tournament carding 
under par, with the winner of the Regional going to 
the host, Stanford, who tied for f irst with Baylor as 
they both carded 17-under 823. They will be advanc-
ing to the NCAA championship, along with third-place 
Pepperdine, fourth-place Oklahoma and f ifth-place 
North Carolina, in hopes of attaining a national title.

Individually, freshman Brett Bennett and junior 

Zach Smith each shot a 1-over par 71 in the f inal round 
to lead UCSB, while sophomore Nick Swanson f inished 
with a 2-over par 72. 

Swanson and Bennett both were the highest-ranking 
Gauchos in the tournament, f inishing 5-over 215 to tie 
for 33rd place out of the 75 competing athletes. Smith 
registered a 9-over par 219 to f inish tied for 54th place. 
Junior Brandon Bauman finished tied for 65th with 
a 16-over par performance while junior Willy Moff ly 
f inished tied for 68th at 17-over par.

The highest f inish for an athlete from the Big West 
was UC Irvine’s David Kim, who finished the tourna-
ment tied for 20th place at 2-over par 212. 

Big West individual champion junior Felix Mory 
from Cal State Northridge also participated in the 
regional, f inishing tied for 23rd after carding 3-over 
par 213.

The winner of the Stanford Regional went to 
Oklahoma’s sophomore Brad Dalke, who carded a 
12-under par 198 to take home first-place honors. 
Baylor’s freshman Cooper Dossey f inished the compe-
tition at second place with a 9-under par performance, 
while Stanford’s senior Maverick McNealy shot at 
8-under par to round out the top three. 

Despite the 11th-place f inish, the Gauchos capped 
off one of the best seasons in UCSB history with all the 
tournament titles and individual accolades. 

However, the best part is probably the fact that they 
will return most of this starting team, and with young 
guys like Swanson and Bennett performing at a high 
level, the sky is the ceiling for next year’s team. 

UCSB Ends Historic Season With 11th-Place Finish at NCAA Regional

A total of eight Gauchos were named to an All-Big West 
Conference team. Palina Dubavets was a First-Team pick.

STEPHEN MANGA / DAILY NEXUS 

Mays is the first Gaucho to earn the Big West Player of the Year award since 2009 and is 
the seventh UCSB player overall. He and Simon Freund went 10-4 in doubles matches.

STEPHEN MANGA / DAILY NEXUS 
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Sean White
Co-Sports Editor

Following its weekday victory on the road at 
USC, the UCSB baseball team will enter its next 
series versus Cal Poly in hopes of recapturing 
bragging rights in the Blue-Green rivalry. 

Last season, the Gauchos were swept in their 
series against the Mustangs. 

They are currently hoping to overcome their 
drought of four-straight conference series losses 
and sit at 22-27 and 7-12 in Big West play.

Meanwhile, Cal Poly managed to bounce back 
after losing its f irst conference series against 
Long Beach State last week. 

Despite an 8-16 start in their f irst 24 games 
of the season, the Mustangs are 23-27, 11-7 after 
having won 15 of their last 26 games. 

UCSB is in a position to shake up the Big 
West standings, as the Mustangs are currently in 
third place and are one game behind Cal State 
Fullerton for second. 

While the Gauchos recent slate of opponents 
have been tough, playing against the likes of 
Cal State Fullerton and St. Mary’s (California) 
to go 2-5 in their last seven games, emerging 
for UCSB in the batting department has been 
junior f irst baseman Austin Bush. 

Bush earned his second career Big West 
Baseball Player of the Week award after going 
yard a total of four times in UCSB’s week of 
games. 

His power hitting was responsible for seven of 
the Gauchos’ 18 runs over the span of the four 

contests. His current mark of 14 homeruns leads 
the Big West and surpassed his former career-
high of 11 last season. 

Collectively, the Gauchos rank second in the 
conference with 41 homers.

Although Bush has managed to carry the 
offensive load for UCSB as of late, the Gauchos’ 
pitching core has been the victim of allowing a 
slew of runs during games in which they started 
off well but could not sustain their play.

Santa Barbara’s last three losses have included 
at least three allowed runs in a single inning. 

In the f inal game of its series against the 
Titans, UCSB allowed eight runs in the third, 
and in its weekday matchup against St. Mary’s it 
conceded nine runs in the eighth inning.

The inconsistencies on the mound should be a 
cause of concern for the Gauchos as they prepare 
to face a Cal Poly team that thrives at the plate 
as it leads the conference in hits at 469 and is 
second in batting average with a .274 clip, on 
par with UCSB’s average.

Hoping to capitalize on UCSB’s disappointing 
5.15 ER A is the Mustangs’ sophomore outf ielder 
Alex McKenna. 

Named to the Louisville Slugger Freshman 
A ll-American Team by Collegiate Baseba ll 
Newspaper in his freshman season, McKenna’s 
.357 hitting average ranks second-best in the 
Big West. 

Able to apply pressure when batting, he also 
is a threat when on-base as he is f ifth in the 
conference with 12 stolen bases. 

What could be the most signif icant aspect of 

how the rivaled series will play out this weekend 
is the performance of the Mustangs’ pitching 
staff. More specif ically, Cal Poly’s ability to not 
give up homeruns will be pivotal. 

Overall, the Mustangs have allowed a league-
low 17 dingers and have been even more 
eff icient during conference play with just four 
homeruns allowed.

Setting the foundation to such a small 
allowance is Cal Poly’s heat on the mound as 
it sits atop the Big West with 410 strikeouts. 
Leading the Mustangs is the pitching duo of 
sophomore Spencer Howard and junior Erich 
Uelmen. 

Both rank second and third in the conference 
in strikeouts per nine innings as Howard 
averages 9.71 and Uelmen at 8.85, respectively. 

This past Saturday, Howard tallied Cal Poly’s 
f irst complete game of the season in a 5-2 win 
over CSUN. He threw 118 pitches, allowed 
seven hits, two earned runs and f inished with 
10 strikeouts. 

Uelmen has consistently held up his end as he 
has struck out 80 batters thus far, ranking third 
in the conference. 

Although the Gauchos possess the f irepower 
to go hit-for-hit against Cal Poly, their fate 
ultimately comes down to how well they can 
challenge the Mustangs’ pitching. 

The Blue-Green riva lry series wil l begin 
this Friday, May 19, at 3 p.m. The start time 
for Saturday’s game is 2 p.m., while Sunday’s 
closing game will begin at noon. All games will 
be played at Caesar Uyesaka Stadium. 

UCSB Looks To Play Spoiler Against Blue-Green Rival Cal Poly

Sean White
Co-Sports Editor

 Be humble. Sit down. 
 The wise words of artist Kendrick Lamar may be interpreted 

as a brief, self-explanatory chorus by most listeners, but for me, 
they are a virtue that is applicable to all facets of life.  

 I don’t believe it to be an innate characteristic. Sometimes it 
takes the jeopardizing of our talents or successes to realize how 
significant humbleness is. 

 Initially, the spontaneous and unapologetic nature of LaVar 
Ball, who is the father of consensus NBA lottery pick Lonzo Ball, 
reflected the confidence I’d hope for any father to have in his 
child, whether the child participated in a sport or not. 

 But what started off as a father backing his son regardless of 
the circumstances has quickly escalated into LaVar overshadow-
ing his son’s journey to the NBA across headlines and sports talk 
shows nationwide. 

 His behavior goes beyond the need to tone it down and be 
humble. 

 One role simply sums up what LaVar Ball has become and 
embraced over the past few months: a troll.

 He feeds off the disbelief of people who entertain his outland-
ish claims, such as Lonzo would be able to “kill” Michael Jordan 
in a game of one-on-one or that he would only play for the Los 
Angeles Lakers, which is likely to happen following Tuesday’s 
NBA Draft Lottery during which the Lakers were fortunate to 
get the No. 2 overall pick for the third consecutive year. 

 There are a host of other instances that could be referred to 
as well, but has anyone ever considered if LaVar truly is the one 
to blame?

 Sure, his statements will be heard given the fact that he’s 
the father to a star player. However, various sports news leaders 
continue to give LaVar a platform to utilize. Whether it be him 
defending the $495 price tag of Lonzo’s signature shoe or him 
making comparisons to Steph Curry or LeBron James, headlines 
have constantly played into LaVar’s ploy. 

 Quite honestly, the “Big Baller Brand” head honcho has done 

a good job of utilizing the exposure he has received. He’s been the 
mastermind of a publicity stunt that has enabled him to put the 
“BBB” brand on a pedestal that some support or hate. 

 While the pricing for the “ZO2” signature shoe is too high, 
I respect the vision of the family business. The plan to invest in 
yourself is genius. Why not have complete creative control over 
how you mold and develop your own brand? Some may consider 
it costly considering that Nike, Under Armour and Adidas each 
decided not to sign Lonzo to a shoe deal. But self-investment 
is something no other player has done, with the closest being 
LeBron James and his lifetime deal with Nike. 

 The vision is clear, but the logistics behind the brand will 
have to be altered in order for it to grow in the years to come. 
How to do so isn’t exactly clear at the moment due to the fact that 
Lonzo has yet to be drafted and even play a game in the NBA. 

 After a decision that likely included the input of LaVar for 
Lonzo to not participate in the NBA Combine, it is no surprise 
that Lonzo will only work out for the Lakers prior to the NBA 
Draft. 

 These are the circumstances that have left me with mixed 
emotions regarding LaVar’s role in Lonzo’s transition to the 
NBA. 

 Although LaVar’s intentions surely aren’t meant to devalue 
his son’s talents, he has steadily added pressure to the already 
daunting expectations Lonzo is entering the league with, espe-
cially if he ends up going to the Lakers, who are looking to 
solidify a franchise player who will end their decline of the past 
three years. 

 Still, it’s unfair that people make claims in hopes of Lonzo 
being a bust or having an underwhelming career due to the actions 
of his father. Many presume that Lonzo’s laidback demeanor is a 
sign of submissiveness to his father or that of a kid who never had 
any say regarding his basketball career. 

 Whether that’s the case or not cannot be determined. Yet, in 
the meantime, the battle between LaVar Ball and naysayers can 
only be resolved in a matter of time. 

 They just have to wait and allow Lonzo’s game to speak for 
itself. 

Ball Is Life, But Could 
LaVar Be Detrimental to 

Lonzo’s NBA Career?

Jorge Mercado
Co-Sports Editor

Life after college is something that scares every single one of us 
students here at UCSB. The random bouts of anxiety that hit us 
at various moments throughout our day are something we all can 
relate to. Just like us regular students, most athletes that participate 
in Division I athletics here at Santa Barbara feel that same pressure.

See, not every athlete has dreams of going pro in their respective 
sport. Even the few who do have that dream rarely have the oppor-
tunity to make it to the professional level coming from such a small 
D1 program. 

Now that’s not to say there isn’t an advantage to being a student 
athlete here at a school like UCSB. In many cases, there are a bunch of 
small wins that come with being an athlete, such as being able to pick 
classes earlier, getting some great gear and most importantly for some, 
a free education at one of the nation’s top public schools.

But just like in the real world, what you decide to do with your 
opportunity at a free education is something that will play a factor in 
what happens down the road in your life. 

Kayte Christensen is a perfect example of a woman who has taken 
every advantage of every opportunity given to her in life, includ-
ing the sport she played for many years — basketball. During her 
senior campaign, she averaged 14.5 points per game and grabbed 9.1 
rebounds per game leading to her winning the 2002 Big West Player 
of the Year. 

“Mark French was a special coach and the whole coaching staff was 
great,” Christensen said. “I just think my senior year especially was my 
favorite year just because of the group of people I was with and the 
human beings that were here and what we accomplished.”

However, basketball was never really a part of Christensen’s life 
goals while she was here at UCSB. In fact, the former Gaucho always 
had dreams of one day living a life away from basketball.

“I wanted to teach classics and be a classics professor. That’s what 
I studied and that’s where my focus was, and I never thought about 
playing professionally,” Christensen said. “I didn’t want to play over-
seas; I played basketball to get an education, and I wanted to continue 
that path.”

You see, to Christensen, basketball was fun. It wasn’t her life; it 
wasn’t everything she wanted. To her, she saw it as an opportunity to 
get what she wanted: an education.

“I knew with five kids in my family that if I wanted a college 
education I needed to provide it myself and, to me, basketball was 
always just a tool for that,” Christensen said. “I [am] really fortunate 
that basketball has shaped everything in my life, and when I look 
back the one thing that sticks out to me is when you want something 
you figure out a way to get it and basketball was a tool to get what I 
wanted and it all worked out.”

When the final buzzer sounded on Christensen’s last game here at 
UCSB it seemed as though her mind was already made up to not try 
to play professionally. Like many athletes, her goal was achieved the 
day she received her degree, not the day she got drafted.

Fortunately, or unfortunately depending how you look at it, bas-
ketball wasn’t done with Christensen.

“I remember the coaching staff fighting really hard for me to even 

get an invite to the combine camp in Chicago, and, unfortunately, 
that’s one of the things about playing in a small conference … You 
don’t get a lot of the credit you deserve even though we were a national 
power here at Santa Barbara all my time here,” Christensen said.

Despite the effort it took just to earn her a chance at the combine, 
once the Lakeview, Ore. native was seen by scouts, she managed to 
catch the attention of a few.

“Draft day — I really didn’t know what to expect. I didn’t think 
I was going to get drafted, and when I did get drafted by Phoenix I 
didn’t realize that it is really difficult to make a team,” Christensen 
said. 

On the evening of the WNBA’s seventh draft since its inception, 
Christensen was drafted in the third round as the 40th overall selec-
tion by the Phoenix Mercury, and just like that, she had an oppor-
tunity of a lifetime fall into her lap, playing in a professional league.

As with everything she had done in her life thus far, the former Big 
West All-Freshman did what she had done her whole life, work hard. 
To her credit, she did something not many people of that draft class 
can say, she made a WNBA roster.

“I remember going through the cut process, and on the last day I 
went to the practice facility and I asked a veteran, ‘How do we know 
if we made the final roster?’ and she looked at me and said, ‘You’re 
here aren’t you?’ and I remember thinking how unceremonious it all 
was,” Christensen said.

Work Hard Play Hard: Kayte’s 
Journey Beyond College
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The Gauchos are coming off a very impressive 6-5 victory versus USC 
on Wednesday. They are now 7-16 away from Caesar Uyesaka Stadium.
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Syrian DJ Omar Souleyman Brings Beats to UCSB

Marisa Ratchford
On The Menu Editor

After rushing out of work, driving over the desired 
speed limit according to my grandpa or a local police 
officer and paying my university a mandatory $4 
parking fee for the free concert I was attending, I sat 
down on the concrete steps of Storke Plaza for what 
would turn out to be an eventful night that I had not 
prepared for. 

The outdoor concert was hosted by KCSB on 
Monday, with Omar Souleyman as the headliner and 
the UCSB Middle East Ensemble opening the show. 
Both captured the past and present sounds of the 
Middle East in an event that gathered the young 
and the old, students and community members 
and experienced and inexperienced listeners of the 
hypnotic rhythms that the regional music is known 
for. 

The event featured lots of additional booths to 
check out along the sidelines of the main stage. 
Student cultural groups such as the Lebanese Club, the 
Arab Student Group and the Persian Student Group 
were in attendance to promote their organizations. 
Food was provided by local favorite Nimita’s Cuisine, 
who appears at multiple events in and around SB 
yearly. And, of course, there was a merch table 
promoting both KCSB and Souleyman’s swag along 
with the opportunity to donate to Souleyman’s 
promoted charity for the aid of his homeland Syria, 
“Our Hearts Ache for Syria, ” which works closely 
with Doctors Without Borders to aid the war-torn 
country. 

The Plaza was l ively with anticipation as the 
audience waited for the concert to begin. Typical to 
their character, the Middle East Ensemble kept us al l 
waiting while they perfected their final checkups. 
This didn’t bother the audience, though; they talked 

amongst themselves as they sat cross-legged on the 
f loor, while small children ran around playing tag or 
rode on scooters

The concert was set to start at 6:30 p.m. but 
realistically did not begin until 7. The ensemble, 
about half the size of their normal group, took to the 
stage. Director Scott Marcus was sitting center stage 
as the choir members, oud players, f lutists and drum 
section fanned out along his sides. The drum director, 
Susan Rudnicki, sat down and vigorously warmed up 
her hands before the show began. As Marcus began 
to announce the opening of the show, Storke Tower 
ceremoniously rang to initiate its beginning. 

The Middle East Ensemble typically highlights 
many regional music styles, but, in honor of 
Souleyman, they focused a bit more on the musical 
selections of Syr ia, specif ica l ly songs from the 
revered A leppo-based singer Sabah Fakhri. Their 
performance, as per usual, captured the imagination 
of the audience. They fed off each other’s energy, 
and the atmosphere was reminiscent of a campfire 
sing-along with just the right amount of sensational 
talent and lively ad-libbing. Many of their numbers 
were accompanied by dancers who dressed in sultry 
and shimmery costumes to grab the attention of the 
passersby.

The ensemble showed great technical ski l l, as 
everyone was participating with one unit seamlessly 
creating a rhythmic showcase to accompany the 
talented solo singers and instrumentalists as they 
demonstrated their technique. Even when a member 
arrived late, he jumped up on stage and began playing 
the drum so effortlessly I would assume he could 
produce those beats in his sleep. 

Aside from the singers who demonstrated such 
emotion and capabi l ity in their voices, another 
standout solo came from Ziad Marcus, the director’s 
son, who performed a hypnotic drum solo that had 
the audience silently captivated as he manipulated 
the pacing, pitch and style of the drum all within 
a few beats. His fingers seemed to vibrate across 
the drum surface with ease. Although his face was 
concentrated and stoic, he seemed to produce these 
sounds without any strain. It was truly a virtuoso 
performance. 

Toward the end of the opening act, the shadow of 
Storke Tower began to cast a chil l over the audience. 
Being a food editor, I wasn’t going to not sample 
the culinary aspects of the event. Nimita’s Cuisine, 
although having to deal with technical issues like 
a fryer that kept losing power, provided a delicious 
and cost-effective menu sampling Indian cuisine 
staples like naan, samosas and biryani. My biryani 
was delicious and paired with a cream sauce on the 
side that brought al l the f lavors together really well. I 
happened to arrive at the tent at exactly the time the 
shit hit the fan for the duo running the booth, so my 
naan took some time to get out to me. However, when 
I received it, it was warm and served with an acidic, 

green dipping sauce. I used the bread ’s warmth to 
keep me from freezing as the sun had official ly gone 
down, the KCSB team was setting up for Souleyman 
and the sea breeze was turning the night cold.

After what seemed like an eternity, the crew had 
f inal ly perfected their sound equipment and the 
show could continue. Souleyman’s keyboardist and 
entourage took their places. The keyboardist wore 
an unassuming look of a hoodie and jeans; I almost 
mistook him for one of the KCSB sound crew until 
his fingers started producing a magical cacophony 
of sound that both confused and excited me. Before 
I could process it, shouting began in the audience 
as Souleyman himself, dressed in a traditional 
dishdashah and ghutrah and wearing sunglasses 
at 9 p.m., appeared on stage. And just l ike that, it 
was off. The concert had no introduction; frankly, it 
didn’t need one. It dove straight into the powerful 
combination of Middle Eastern rhythms, techno and 
hip hop that melded to create a new and modern 
style unique to Souleyman and appreciated by what 
seemed like everyone. 

A lthough I didn’t understand the words, the 
infectious beat had me dancing and bobbing my head 
with as much excitement as my body could physically 
muster after a nine-hour work day. The rest of the 
crowd was just as enthralled as I was and only a few 
minutes in, the concert had turned into a huge dance 
party, which included Middle East folk dancing that 
involves holding hands, repeated footwork patterns 
and circling. 

Each song seemed to go on forever, and the 
repetitive nature hypnotized the audience, as they 
grew more enthusiastic with their dance moves at the 
start of each verse. 

The strobing, colored l ights bounced off the 
palm trees in the plaza, and as I looked around, 
I saw people from all walks of l ife, backgrounds, 
ethnicities, religion and age dancing together under 
the infectious beat of Souleyman and his keyboardist. 
In that moment, I had hope for positive change for 
the future. 

Beloved Cartoon ‘Samurai Jack’ Comes and Goes
Influenced by the ‘90s nostalgia revival, the show made its return to the small screen 

for a limited run on Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim block

	
Alex Wehrung
Staff Writer

This Saturday, “Samurai Jack ” wil l come to an 
end, 16 years after it f irst began.

The show made its long-awaited return in March. 
A lthough it had been 14 years for us, for Jack him-
self, it had been 50. During that time, the wander-
ing samurai went through several traumatic events 
that left him without his sword, his optimism and 
his humanity. This change of tone al lowed creator 
Genndy Tartakovsky to forego the original show’s 
episodic format in favor of a serial ized journey.

As a result, we got an emotional ly harrowing 
tale of a worn-down Jack, who has by now gone ful l 
Mad Max, r iding a motorcycle and shooting guns. 
He f ights his suicidal guilt over not only fai l ing to 
return to the past to save his family, but also fai l ing 
to save those who have fal len victim to the rule of 
Aku (now voiced by Greg Baldwin). Meanwhile, Jack 
must confront and face newcomer Ashi (Tara Strong, 
a.k.a. Timmy Turner), a woman with a traumatic 
past who is more than capable of kicking Jack ’s ass. 
Together, they endure many misadventures that 
a l low us to ease back into the wonderful ly weird 
world of our favorite time-displaced samurai.

Notably, the sw itch from pla in old Cartoon 
Network to the Adult Swim time slot a l lowed the 
show to be gr itt ier, bloodier, more emotional ly 
wrenching and gave us the l ine, “Woah, what a freak. 
Looked l ike a talking penis,” from Tom Kenny (the 
voice of Spongebob Squarepants). 

This change in tone is welcome, as everyone who 
watched “Jack ” as a chi ld (myself included) have 
al l grown up. W hile I wouldn’t say we were hungry 
for guts and gore (which this season has used spar-
ingly), we certainly came to expect something more 
engrossing that would justify the series’s 13-year 
absence. We got it. Holy shit did we. But the show’s 
return is a lso indicative of a current trend in the 
television landscape: the appeal to nostalgia.

No-brainer, r ight? If it was popular once, why 
not bring it back (cough someone renew “Firef ly” 
dammit cough)?  We’re seeing the l ikes of “ Twin 
Peaks,” “Gilmore Girls,” “Voltron,” “24,” “Arrested 
Development,” “Ben 10,” “Dragon Bal l Super,” “Young 
Justice,” et cetera, et cetera, coming back from the 

grave (or at least from the l ine at the morgue). A l l of 
these shows are either revivals or sequels of a once-
popular franchise that has been kept al ive v ia an 
intravenous stream of fan demand. The market for 
nostalgia is exploding.

You can see this pretty clear within season f ive of 
“Jack ” itself.  A lthough technology has marched on 
(everything is animated digital ly), the show’s v isual 
style has stayed almost exactly the same, despite 
Taratovsky having experimented with other styles 
and formats. There’s an episode where Ashi runs 
into a whole plethora of characters from the original 
run of “Samurai Jack.” The re-animated f lashback 
scenes are staged almost exactly l ike the original 
versions, setting up the viewer for an emotional 
reminiscence before eventual ly getting back to the 
action at hand.

Basical ly, T V shows have discovered that the best 
way to rein us in is tossing a barbed lasso around 
our hearts and memories. As cheesy and stupid a 
metaphor as that sounds (you can see why I am not a 
poet), it sure as hel l works. The last two “Star Wars” 
movies made more than a bi l l ion dol lars at the box 
office. So did “Beauty and the Beast.”  There’s even a 
“ l ive-action” “ The Lion King” coming up and I wil l 
bet my f irstborn — whenever they come into exis-
tence — that it wil l make just as much money as the 
aforementioned f i lms.

Is this a bad thing? Not necessari ly. We get to 
see the stories of stuff we love re-imagined and the 
people who took the effort of others and gave it a 
new coat of paint get a shit load of money … hm. 

Okay, let ’s look at it another way. These continu-
ations of our childhoods allow us, I believe, to stop 
and ref lect for a moment on how we’ve grown. We can 
see how culture has aged with us; we get to ref lect on 
why we fell in love with these shows in the first place. 
Or maybe we’re just children in the bodies of college 
students. If so, I ’d like to propose a resolution to A.S. 
that we place a giant ball pit in front of Storke Tower.

Anyhoo, where was I? Ah, right. This Saturday, 
“Samurai Jack ” will end. How? Who knows? But after 
so many years, many of us will gain closure. We will 
get to see a journey we’ve been watching since 2001 
finally come to an end, along with a chapter of our child-
hoods. There better be gallons of blood all over the screen.

Alex Wehrung clearly has no idea what the hell he is talk-
ing about and it ’s a wonder we haven’t f ired him yet.

In honor of Souleyman, 
[the Middle East Ensemble] 
focused a bit more on the 
musical selections of Syria, 
specifically songs from the 
revered Aleppo-based singer 
Sabah Fakhri. 

“

”

Sie Jie Loo, student artist and member of the Middle East Ensemble, spontaneously sketched her view of the 
audience in Storke Plaza. The crowd, gathered for the free show, was comprised of over 100 community members. 

Courtesy of Sie Jie Loo

Accompanied by the UCSB Middle East Ensemble, the electronic music sensation has been traveling 
stateside in honor of music inspired by his war-ravaged homeland

Although technology has 
marched on . . . the show’s 
visual style has stayed almost 
exactly the same, despite 
[ the show ’s  animator] 
having experimented with 
other styles and 
formats.

“

”

Courtesy of UCSD Guardian
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Does Your Family Need Lodging 
for Graduation Weekend?

Stay in a Tropicana Gardens residence hall suite!

*Prices include continental breakfast, linen packets in each room, parking on-site, 
internet, use of facility, and occupancy tax. *Some beds are bunked.

The closest  
hotel we could  

find is 45 minutes  
away.

If we stay at  
Trop, we can walk  

to Graduation. 

... and 
not worry  

about parking!

Tropicana Gardens is offering accommodations in our residence hall 
suites, 2 blocks from UCSB’s main campus. 2 Bedroom/1 bath suites 
have 5 twin XL beds* and 3 Bedroom/2 bath suites have 9 twin XL 
beds*; there is a shared living room, but no kitchen. Continental 
breakfast at our on-site dining hall is included, as are linen packets 
for each bed, free on-site parking, free WiFi, and use of our amenities 
(pool, rec room, and cardio room).

6585 El Colegio Road, Goleta, California 93117 • (805) 968-4319

Reserve today at
www.tropicanastudentliving.com/short-term-stays/graduation-lodging

Summer Preview

Bad Suns 
at Velvet Jones

May 31
Ryan Adams 

at Granada Theatre

June1

Blondie + Garbage
at the SB Bowl

July 7

Jack Johnson
at the SB Bowl

Young the Giant
at the SB Bowl

August 25

July17

Extravaganza ‘17 Coming to Harder Stadium Sunday
GRACE CLARK / DAILY NEXUS 

Ryan Song
Staff Writer

	 With	 the	 officia l	 l ineup	 already	 announced,	 UCSB’s	 A.S.	 Program	 Board	 wil l	 hold	 its	 38th	 annual	
Extravaganza	 festival	 this	 Sunday	 at	 Harder	 Stadium	 al l	 day,	 from	 1-7	 p.m.,	 with	 headliners	 Schoolboy	 Q ,	
Tinashe	and	GRiZ.
	 For	its	a lmost	40-year	run,	Extravaganza	has	been	highly	popular	among	students	at	UCSB.	The	festival	
original ly	consisted	of	mostly	local	musical	acts.	However,	as	the	event	started	to	r ise	in	popularity,	various	
famous	 musicians	 came	 to	 Santa	 Barbara	 for	 a	 slot	 in	 the	 event.	 Some	 of	 the	 more	 notable	 musical	 acts	 in	
the	past	few	years	were	Drake	in	2010,	Kendrick	Lamar	in	2013	and	Rae	Sremmurd	(who	only	got	to	play	at	
the	concert	because	 it	wasn’t	shut	down	early)	 just	 last	year.	Apart	from	big-name	artists,	the	festival	a lso	
brings	 in	 lesser-known	names	 in	music	 to	provide	smaller-scale	performances	 to	 the	audience.	Chance	 the	
Rapper	came	to	Extravaganza	 in	2014,	two	years	before	he	caught	the	attention	of	the	public	with	Coloring 
Book,	and	Anderson	Paak	performed	last	year	before	he	was	recognized	by	the	Grammys	with	a	nomination	
for	Best	New	Artist.
	 Even	 though	 I	 have	 l isted	 mostly	 rappers	 as	 examples	 of	 musical	 acts,	 A.S.	 Program	 Board	 has,	 in	
actuality,	 brought	 musical	 artists	 from	 a	 wide	 array	 of	 genres	 ranging	 from	 rock	 to	 hip	 hop	 to	 electronic.	
With	this	variety	of	genres,	this	spring	festival	has	become	so	popular	it	has	even	been	sponsored	by	many	
corporations.	 Last	 year’s	 Extravaganza	 was	 sponsored	 by	 StudentUniverse,	 Guayakí	 and	 KIND	 Snacks.	
Despite	 it	being	a	popular	concert,	 there	were	many	cr iticisms	concerning	opening	 the	doors	 to	 those	who	
were	 not	 UCSB	 students.	 Because	 of	 this,	 as	 wel l	 as	 r ising	 costs,	 A.S.	 Program	 Board	 made	 Extravaganza	
exclusive	to	UCSB	students	only	in	2011.
	 At	one	point,	the	Program	Board	decided	to	include	two	stages.	However,	the	idea	was	cancel led	in	2005	
to	 make	 way	 for	 bigger-name	 acts.	 To	 mark	 the	 event’s	 29th	 anniversary,	 Program	 Board	 decided	 to	 shift	
the	 time	 of	 the	 festival	 from	 day	 to	 night.	 So	 on	 May	 16,	 2009,	 the	 gates	 opened	 at	 3	 p.m.,	 and	 Ludacris,	
the	headliner	for	that	year,	ended	his	act	at	midnight.	A	high-quality	screen	was	placed	nearby	the	stage	to	
let	the	back	rows	see	the	acts	better.	At	some	point,	A.S.	Program	Board	even	asked	people	to	submit	short	
f i lms	that	would	be	played	between	musical	acts.	  
	 Now,	here’s	some	practical	 information	for	the	day	of	the	festival.
	 To	 accommodate	 the	 large-scale	 setup	 of	 the	 event,	 Extravaganza	 takes	 place	 at	 Harder	 Stadium.	 The	
stage	is	located	at	the	center	of	the	stadium.	There	wil l	be	both	student	and	professional	vendors	on	either	
side	 of	 the	 stadium	 that	 wil l	 serve	 food,	 as	 wel l	 as	 an	 info	 booth	 that	 wil l	 sel l	 merchandise.	 Students	 wil l	
be	 seated	 on	 the	 bleachers	 of	 the	 stadium.	 The	 fol lowing	 wil l	 be	 prohibited	 at	 the	 festival:	 objects	 such	 as	
glow	sticks,	 f ireworks,	 lasers,	skateboards,	bottles,	cans,	knives,	a lcohol,	 i l legal	substances,	wal let	chains,	
recording	devices,	backpacks,	large	bags,	hula	hoops	and	projecti le	items;	and	actions	such	as	stage	diving,	

crowd	surfing	or	moshing.	If	a	student	is	caught	v iolating	these	rules,	they	wil l	be	removed	from	the	event.
	 After	 Artsweek	 and	 the	 entire	 UCSB	 campus	 received	 news	 of	 the	 f irst	 three	 artists	 playing	 at	
Extravaganza,	two	more	supporting	acts	were	announced:	Twin	Peaks	and	Thundercat.	Cadien	Lake	James,	
Clay	Frankel,	Jack	Dolan	and	Connor	Brodner	make	up	Twin	Peaks.	They	formed	their	band	and	went	out	on	
a	tour	during	their	senior	year	of	high	school.	In	fact,	their	f irst	a lbum,	Sunken,	was	cheaply	created	to	pay	
for	any	gas	or	beer	on	the	road.	The	album	caught	the	attention	of	Autumn	Tone	Records,	which	released	it	
in	the	summer	of	2013.	Their	decision	to	drop	out	of	col lege	proved	a	good	choice	for	them,	as	their	second	
album,	 which	 they	 began	 working	 on	 after	 making	 this	 decision,	 was	 successful.	 Croom	 joined	 the	 band	
on	the	keyboard	for	their	 third	album	Down in Heaven,	which	drew	 inspiration	from	the	1968	works	of	 the	
Rol l ing	Stones,	The	Kinks	and	The	Beatles.	  
	 The	 other	 artist	 announced	 is	 Stephen	 “ Thundercat”	 Bruner,	 a	 bassist	 who	 has	 worked	 with	 artists	 in	
black	 vanguard	 music.	 As	 a	 member	 of	 a	 musical ly	 talented	 family,	 Bruner’s	 music	 career	 began	 when	 he	
joined	 the	 band	 Suicidal	 Tendencies	 in	 high	 school.	 With	 an	 interest	 in	 the	 L.A.-led	 movement	 of	 black	
genre-mixing	 music,	 Bruner	 began	 to	 work	 with	 many	 different	 creators.	 The	 most	 prolif ic	 turn	 in	 his	
career	 came	 when	 he	 began	 working	 with	 Fly ing	 Lotus	 for	 2010’s	 Cosmogramma.	 Some	 of	 the	 more	 wel l-
known	songs	he	was	featured	on	were	Childish	Gambino’s	“II.	Shadows”	and	Kendrick	Lamar’s	“ These	Walls.”	
Bruner’s	 own	 first	 a lbum,	 The Golden Age of Apocalypse,	 was	 released	 on	 August	 29,	 2011,	 with	 a	 favorable	
reception	from	the	public.	
	 With	 Spring	 Quarter	 nearing	 its	 f inal	 weeks	 and	 the	 school	 year	 coming	 to	 a	 c lose,	 Extravaganza	 wil l	
most	 l ikely	 be	 a	 large	 event	 that	 wil l	 attract	 many	 students	 anticipating	 this	 spring	 festival	 A.S.	 Program	
Board	spent	countless	hours	preparing	for.

Tens of thousands of UCSB Students will line up at Harder Stadium for A.S. Program Board’s Extravaganza festival. 
Nexus File Photo
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Tiffany  Velazquez
Staff Writer

You are what you eat, or, 
rather, what you eat is directly 
linked to your mood. Whether 
it be decreasing mood swings or 
improving the way you sleep, food 
plays a direct role in the way you 
feel. Whatever the case, the nutri-
ents in your food have been sci-
entifically proven to have a direct 
impact on both your physical and 
mental health. 
Can’t seem to shut off your 
brain?

Whole grains, bananas or even 
a simple glass of milk can all help 
you get a good night’s sleep. The 
three foods contain tryptophan, 
an amino acid that acts as a nat-
ural form of sedative. Bananas 
additionally contain potassium, 
an essential natural nutrient to 
induce a deep sleep. Rather than 
spend money on expensive sleeping 
pills after yet another long night of 
lying awake, you can very easily 
reach for any one of these foods 
in your kitchen. 
Pulling an all-nighter at the 
library again?

While coffee may be the obvi-
ous thing to reach for when you 
are forced to spend the night glued 
to your laptop at the library, you 
may want to reconsider. Fish and 
eggs not only provide your body 
with a burst of energy, but the two 
are also known to enhance your 
memory, saving you from wast-
ing hour after hour rereading the 
same page in your notes. 
Feeling anxious about exams 
or just life in general?

Chia seeds, fish oil, salmon and 
walnuts are all known to play a 
role in our central nervous system. 
The three contain omega-3, which 
is known to contribute to better 
overall health and produce feelings 
of calmness. Fish consumption in 
general has been linked to lower 

levels of anxiety and depression. 
Need a pick-me-up after a 
long day or quarter?

Green tea, dark chocolate and 
avocados have all been scientifi-
cally proven to contain depression-
fighting properties. Containing 
nutrients such as theanine, sero-
tonin and tryptophan, the three 
act as natural mood balancers. Not 
only will you feel physically ready 
for your week, but your mental 

health will also thank you for the 
changes in your diet. 
Feeling hungry after a night 
in I.V.? 

This would probably be the 
easiest decision to make, as noth-
ing satisfies that craving quite 
like Freebirds or Domino’s Pizza 
does. While there are probably far 
healthier alternatives, there are 
times when you simply need some 
greasy food, and that’s okay. 

The fact is, you need to lis-
ten to your body. Most of the 
time, it will tell you what it needs. 
Educate yourself; give your body 
the right ingredients to make 
your day as smooth as possible, 
whether that be a super-food to 
help you through that crazy day-
long study-sesh or the reward of 
cheesy greasy goodness your body 
deserves after kicking butt on 
your midterm.

Kelsey Ferrara
Staff Writer

The coffee world is starting to turn sour, as it was recently discovered 
that Starbucks is getting sued over its sensational Unicorn Frappuccino. 
In case you’ve been without social media over the last several weeks, 
Starbucks unveiled a limited-time drink in April that changed color and 
taste after mixing and dubbed it the Unicorn Frappuccino. Stomachs and 
Facebook feeds across the nation were full of this mythical, obnoxiously 
colored beverage. Beyond the viral fame, this drink received both positive 
and negative reviews. A majority of people would agree that it was a truly 
a whimsical and Instagram-worthy treat. 

However, among the negative reviews was one small café in Brooklyn, 
called The End, that wasn’t happy about the social media sensation. 
Legal representatives of The End claim that the Unicorn Frappuccino 
bears a striking resemblance to one of their own drinks, the Unicorn 
Latte. The End has been making this magical latte for over a year, long 
before Starbucks dreamed up their mythology-inspired beverage. Unlike 
Starbucks, The End was quick to jump on the social media bandwagon 
of unicorn-inspired food. The End even filed for a trademark for the 
beverage in January 2017, months before the Starbucks unicorn army 
was unleashed. The small shop claims that the Unicorn Frappuccino 
confused their customers and overshadowed their brand. They were 
even accused by customers of creating a knockoff of the Unicorn Frappe. 

Starbucks has repeatedly claimed that its only source of inspiration came 
from the fun, whimsical unicorn trends that are currently making the 
rounds on social media. 

This, of course, raises the question of how the two unicorn drinks 
stack up. There are some very large differences between the two when it 
comes to recipe and taste. The Unicorn Frappuccino recipe is somewhat 
mysterious and has not been fully released yet. However, caffeine addicts 
do know that it’s created from sweet pink powder, sour blue drizzle and 
mango syrup. This gives the frappe a pink-and-blue layered look that 
turns purple and changes flavor after stirring. The mysterious drink 
often goes from sweet to tart to sour in just a matter of seconds. On 
the other hand, the Unicorn Latte is made from healthier ingredients, 
including coconut milk, ginger, dates, cashews, maca root, blue-green 
algae and vanilla bean. While it doesn’t change flavor, this latte is very 
tart, lemony and topped with star-shaped sprinkles. The vibrant blue 
tones of this drink come from honey and the natural coloring from the 
blue-green algae.

While the tastes and basic ingredients differ, it seems to be the name 
and overall look that are suspiciously similar. They both offer magically 
vibrant tones of bright pinks and blues that catch a customer’s eye. So 
many companies have started profiting off social media trends; it was 
only a matter of time before two of them butted heads (or horns?). 
Unfortunately, only time will tell which coffee shop will win this 
unicorn battle. 

Fantasy’s Over: Starbucks 
Sued Over Unicorn Frappe

What Kind of Food Are You Feeling Today? 

Marisa Ratchford
On The Menu Editor

I don’t know about you, but I like easy. I like 
a quick easy drive to work, I like scheduling my 
classes without stress, I like my relationships 
with family and friends to be uncomplicated 
and smooth and it goes without saying, but I 
also enjoy when my dinner is not only easy to 
make but delicious, too. If you’ve read any of 
my other articles, you may have caught on that 
I have an unhealthy obsession with my crock-
pot. The possibilities are endless, with a few 
chopped ingredients layered together creating 
dishes both savory and sweet. Of course, some-
times hard work is important and pays off for a 
rewarding experience, but when it can be just as 
tasty while also being easy and worry free, that 
just makes it so much more satisfying. 

To encourage the crazy crock-potter in you 
to get started, here is a tasty recipe:

Green Cauliflower Enchilada
1 medium-sized head of cauliflower (chopped 
and de-stemmed)
Corn tortillas
28 oz can of green enchilada sauce

16 oz of canned black beans 
Whole package of queso fresco
1 habanero (finely chopped) *optional; for 
added heat*

1. Begin with a thin layer of enchilada sauce 
on the bottom of the pan, followed by a stag-
gered layer of three corn tortillas. Then layer a 
¼ of the cauliflower, black beans queso fresco 
and a sprinkling of the habanero. 
2. Repeat these steps over and over until 
you have layered it to the top, saving a small 
amount of the enchilada sauce and queso 
fresco to coat the dish.
3. Turn the crockpot on high setting for four 
hours (or low for 8 hours) until bubbling and 
the house smells like pure deliciousness. 
4. Serve warm, and feel free to top with a 
dollop of sour cream of some finely chopped 
cilantro but for the sake of easiness the dish is 
delicious enough to eat by itself.

Chef Gusteau from “Ratatouille” says, 
“Anyone can cook,” and if you own a crockpot 
that is correct! Give yourself some self-care, 
toss some ingredients in the pot and set your 
timer for a tasty meal in your near future.

Glowing Up Green 
Tastes Pretty Mean 

cOlliN MclEOD / Daily NExuS

collin Mcleod
asst. On The Menu Editor

If you’ve been anywhere near Southern 
California during the last few years, you’ve 
probably noticed the mainstream health food 
movement. Sprouts markets are actually 
sprouting up in cities everywhere, almost 
everyone is gluten free and juicing companies 
are charging hefty prices for their premium 
pressed green juices. I personally had no 
interest in green juice until I transferred to 
UCSB a couple of years ago; to me, it was just 
something my aunt made me when I would 
visit her. Once I transferred, I took notice of 
so many Santa Barbarians’ glowing skin and 
toned bodies: What was their secret? Within 
months, I realized that green juice is a big 
thing here, and if I wanted to glow up and feel 
good like the people around me, I would have 
to join in on the movement. Joining in on the 
movement proved to be difficult on a college 
budget, so I decided to start making my own 
juice to my own benefit and detriment.

At first, I tried pressing my own juice. 
It wasn’t difficult but after some research I 
found that the main benefits of green juice are 
actually located in the fibrous pulp; I needed 
to make a smoothie that kept the juice and 
fibers in one cup. The first time I made one of 
these smoothies, I only incorporated kale and 
almond milk with a little bit of turmeric. In 
my research online, I had found that turmeric 
is said to have immunity properties and kale 
is packed with vitamin C and fiber. Little did I 
know, these two were full of unsettling flavors 
and texture. Imagine a sludgy, peppery cup of 
almond milk. That was what I was drinking. I 
started to experiment with assorted fruits to 

add some sweetness, which improved the flavor 
and texture. The sweetness also provided a 
great contrast to a savory breakfast. I started 
to notice the difference in my skin within a few 
weeks, so the smoothies were working! Still, I 
wanted more. If I was going to glow, I was going 
to be the brightest glow stick of them all. 

I began to research more into other healthy 
items to blend into my smoothies. Images of 
kale, beets, carrots, ginger and more flashed 
across my computer screen. By the looks of 
it, my smoothies would have to be mostly 
vegetables in order to satisfy my ridiculous 
vanity.  I’m at the point where I think I have 
found the perfect combination, but I have yet 
to feel like a human glow stick. I still use kale 
for the fiber and vitamin C but now incorporate 
carrots for the beta carotene, ginger for its 
anti-inflammatory properties, turmeric for 
antioxidants and bananas with a little honey 
for sweetness. I’ll also occasionally throw in 
some chia seeds for the sake of it. From the 
sounds of it, these smoothies aren’t the best in 
terms of flavor. For this reason, I have a strong 
disdain for them. However, the ingredients 
in it are highly beneficial to the body. I’m still 
waiting to glow like everyone else in Santa 
Barbara, but with time and more smoothies, I 
hope to get there. In the meantime, here’s my 
recipe to get your journey to the Santa Barbara 
glow started:

1 cup unsweetened almond milk
1 tsp honey 
1 tbsp turmeric 
2 tbsp chopped ginger
1 handful of kale 
3 small, unpeeled carrots
1 ripe banana 
2 tbsp chia seeds

Another Reason to Love 
Using Your Crockpot

gRacE claRK / Daily NExuS

MaRiSa RaTchFORD / Daily NExuS

liSSETTE Vaca / Daily NExuS



11Science and Tech

SCIENCE & TECH
Daily Nexus Thursday, May 18, 2017

Conservation Efforts To Improve Public Health

Aimee Miller
Staff Writer

One fresh and inclusive way of examining human infec-
tious diseases is through the lens of the wildlife and bio-
diversity they interface with. A group of scientists from 
UC Santa Barbara, Duke University and the University of 
Washington recently collaborated on assembling and edit-
ing various research articles into a volume that considers 
the interactions between conservation, economics, biodi-
versity and infectious disease.

Their goal for the project was to consolidate diverse 
ideas about the topic into one comprehensive research 

volume. The included articles range from modeling papers 
that utilize mathematics and theory to generate predic-
tions to empirical studies that involve going out in the 
field and collecting data. The scientists are hopeful that 
together, these approaches can inform conservation ac-
tions that create a win-win situation for both biodiversity 
and human infectious diseases.

Co-editor Kevin Lafferty, a marine ecologist at UCSB, 
highlights the fact that this approach is not the standard 
way that people address public health issues.

“The main approach that we use now in the modern era 
is if someone is sick, we give them a drug. Many of these 
parasitic diseases can be treated with drugs, but you don’t 

necessarily get immunity to them so you can become in-
fected again,” Lafferty said.

In fact, their research shows that drug administration 
can have a lot of immediate health benefits, but it often 
does not provide a long-term solution.

“Alternatively, ecological solutions to the problem can 
oftentimes be long-term. Thinking about the complex in-
teractions between the species that transmit disease is an 
alternative approach to human health that requires think-
ing beyond the patient and thinking more about the envi-
ronment,” Lafferty said.

It is known that many of the infectious diseases we deal 
with around the world are ones we share with wildlife. A 

couple of examples are the West Nile virus, which can cir-
culate through birds and be transmitted through mosqui-
toes, and Lyme disease, which can be passed to humans 
through tick bites. These diseases have obvious relation-
ships to the landscape and to biodiversity.

In addition to the diseases we directly share with wild-
life, there are many others that are exclusively human dis-
eases that still interact with nature and biodiversity. Some 
examples include malaria, which is transmitted to humans 
through mosquitoes that live in aquatic habitats, and 
schistosomiasis, which is a human disease that involves 
snails as the first intermediate host.

One of the most promising examples of a targeted eco-
logical intervention that stems from understanding eco-
logical systems is a case study included in the research vol-
ume that involves snails and schistosomiasis. 

The study, led by scientist Susanne Sokolow from UCSB 
and Stanford University, was conducted in Senegal, where 
the world’s most massive epidemic of schistosomiasis is 
occurring. 

By analyzing the ecology of the river, the researchers 
discovered that a feasible way to control schistosomiasis is 
by reintroducing giant river prawns, which normally feed 
on the snail that transmits the disease but have become 
extinct due to a constructed river dam that prevents the 
prawns’ migration. 

“We’ve shown by doing experiments in Africa that if we 
introduce prawns back up-stream of the dam, people don’t 
get reinfected with the parasite. That’s a pretty simple 
solution that works well for the prawns, it works well for 
the people and it even works well for the economy because 
now you have a fisheries species that people can catch and 
sell,” Lafferty said. 

In addition to biodiversity, the researchers discovered 
that the social sciences, particularly economics, are a criti-
cal component in understanding the complexity of infec-
tious diseases in human health. 

For example, many of the diseases included in the case 
studies in the volume are diseases present in underdevel-
oped nations where people are in poverty. When examining 
the different drivers of the major human diseases around 
the world, scientists identified wealth and urbanization as 
key features that lead to a decline in disease.

The underlying message from the research volume can 
be interpreted as two-fold. First, there is no simple answer: 
ecological systems are complex and conservation does not 
always generate better human health outcomes. Second, 
even though there is no simple answer, ecological insight 
can still help us find a feasible solution. By using an eco-
logical approach, weak links in disease transmission can be 
identified and methods of interfering with that transmis-
sion while also improving biodiversity can be determined.

Although there is no one-size-fits-all solution, there 
are actions public health individuals can take that will im-
prove both human health and biodiversity, generating a 
win-win outcome. The editors are hopeful that their work 
will help tie ecological systems to concrete actions that 
generate positive health outcomes for people who live in 
affected areas. 

“We hope that people involved in public health will look 
at the volume and see that it’s time to start thinking about 
ecology, the environment and biodiversity when trying to 
solve public health problems,” Lafferty said.

One of the diseases that affects people and comes from freshwater snails, is schistosomiasis, a parasitic disease. It affects about 240 million people in 78 
countries. Susanne Sokolow, a researcher, found that when dams block the migration of snail eating river prawns, schistosomiasis in communities increases. 

Courtesy of Hillary Young

Psychology Professor Honored for Lifetime of Contributions
Dana Jesson
Staff Writer

UC Santa Barbara’s Richard Mayer, a distinguished pro-
fessor and applied psychologist, has been chosen as the 
2018 recipient of the James McKeen Cattell Fellow Award.

“I am grateful for this humbling recognition of career 
achievement from my colleagues in the Association for 
Psychological Science [APS],” Mayer said.

The Cattell Fellow Award is the APS’s highest award des-
ignated to those who have demonstrated “a lifetime of out-
standing contributions to applied psychological research.” 

His previous recognitions include being ranked as the 
number-one most productive educational psychologist in 
the world for 1991-2001 by Contemporary Educational 
Psychology and being a recipient of the E.L. Thorndike 
Award for career achievement in educational psychology 
in the year 2000. 

After receiving a Ph.D. in psychology from the Univer-
sity of Michigan in 1973, Mayer focused his research on 
“how to help people learn in ways so they can take what 
they have learned and apply it to new situations,” he said. 

“This is the classic issue of the transfer of learning, 
which has been at the heart of both education and psychol-
ogy for more than 100 years,” Mayer said. “For the past 20 
years I have been working on evidence-based ways to pres-
ent instructional material to students, using both words 
and graphics.”

More recently, Mayer has doing research on how to de-
sign computer games for learning, or games that help peo-
ple learn science concepts, math procedures and foreign 
languages or even improve their cognitive skills. 

“Technology may offer some new venues for helping 
people learn for transfer, so I am enjoying seeing how 
we can use the features of computer technology, includ-
ing laptops, games and virtual reality to improve student 
learning,” Mayer said.

As an applied educational psychologist, Mayer not only 
performs research, but also utilizes his findings in a practi-
cal manner during his lectures. He currently teaches cours-
es on topics such as educational psychology, multimedia 
learning and cognitive psychology at UCSB.

“I try to use instructional design principles in my class-
es, [which include] always starting with a clear outline, us-
ing slides that have printed words placed next to the cor-
responding parts of a graphic and using slides that have 
a clear title and just a few key phrases,” Mayer said. “I try 
to use conversational language, provide opportunities for 
self-testing and clearly state the goal of the lesson.” 

     In addition, Mayer tries to write his slides accord-
ing to instructional design principles similar to the way he 
writes textbooks. This includes “having a concise outline 
for each chapter along with corresponding headings, using 
italics or bold font to highlight key works, using conversa-
tional style such as saying “you” and “I” rather than formal 
style and placing text next to the corresponding part of an 
illustration rather than as a caption.”

Mayer has helped develop a set of 12 research-based 
principles for how to design multimedia instructional ma-
terials, which can be used in creating textbook chapters, 
online lessons, instructional videos and face-to-face slide-
show lectures. 

“I am committed to taking an evidence-based approach 
to education, in which we use instructional techniques 
that have been shown to be effective in research studies 
and are consistent with cognitive science theories of how 
people learn,” Mayer said.

For students who choose to use technology while study-
ing, Mayer emphasizes the quality of studying habits over 
that of the technology used. 

“I would say that technology per se does not improve 
learning. Instead, it is the learning strategies you use as 
a learner that can improve your learning,” he said. “It is 
important to use active learning strategies that help you 
process the material more deeply, such as summarizing the 
material in a chapter or lecture, drawing illustrations or 
outlines to represent the material, explaining material to 
yourself or others or testing yourself on the material.”

Another interesting dimension of his research is ex-
ploring how the use of social cues, such as the instruc-
tor’s voice, conversational style, polite speech, gestures, 

facial expression and eye gaze, can affect student learning. 
Mayer notes this as “an area that holds promise for helping 
students with special needs.” 

“In particular, when students feel the instructor is work-
ing with them to help them learn, they try harder to make 
sense out of the material,” Mayer said. 

He is currently working on identifying features of in-
struction that convey this sense of social partnership 
between instructor and student, even when a student is 
learning from a computer. 

“Doing research on how people learn is important 
because learning is fundamental to human survival. The 
work I do on applying the science of learning to education 
is a team effort, and I appreciate the amazing environment 
in the Department of Psychological & Brain Sciences 
at UCSB, including the wonderful colleagues, graduate 
students and undergraduate students I get to work with,” 
Mayer said. “I also appreciate my many teachers, mentors 
and research collaborators over the years. I am appreciative 
to be part of this great UCSB community.” 

I am grateful for this 
humbling recognition 
of career achievement 
from my col leagues 
in the Association for 
Psychological Science.

“

”- RICHARD MAYER

Mayer’s research combines cognition, instruction and technology to examine multimedia learning in computer-
supported environments and via computer games. His goal is to contribute to theories on how people learn.
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I am committed to taking an 
evidence-based approach in 
education, in which we use 
instructional techniques that 
have been shown how to be 
effective in research studies 
and are consistent with 
cognitive science theories of 
how people learn.

“

”-RICHARD MAYER
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OPINION

There are many things that are synonymous with UCSB. 
Parties, excellent research and an idyllic college lifestyle, 
for example. A synonymity one would think the university 
administration would actively try to avoid is that of UCSB 
and bike accidents. I was never able to make it to orientation 
because until coming to UCSB I lived in New York, where bike 
accidents are dangerous but where I managed to go my whole 
life without being in one. I’ve heard that they educate incoming 
freshman about protocol and rules on the bike paths. This 
education is clearly not working.

The bike accident horror stories abound, and while I’d gone 
my whole life unscathed, at UCSB I was in three accidents 
within the space of a few months, the last necessitating 
physical therapy that I still had to pay for although I was 
going straight and was hit by someone making a left turn at 
the intersection by Pardall Tunnel. I saw a bike accident today 
in which an eager high schooler who was part of a tour ran 
across the bike path to join her tour group and collided with an 
unsuspecting biker, causing them both great harm. A mother 
of a Gaucho went so far as to email the Daily Nexus to request 
coverage on an accident her daughter was involved in. In this 
case, Theresa was hit while biking on the bike path, and the 
person who hit her kept riding with only a glance backward 
at her as she was on the ground and bleeding. Theresa broke 
her arm, and while this story would be upsetting no matter 
what, Theresa is on the rowing team and was preparing to go 
to nationals. Her life has been effectively turned upside down 
and the university has taken no action. 

The bike paths provide an effective way to navigate campus, 
and students should most definitely be encouraged to take 
advantage of them. According to the “Bike Safety at UCSB” 
page on the UCPD’s website, there are an estimated 20,000 
bikes on campus on an average day. The site also estimates 
around 14,000 people commute via bicycle to campus each 
day. Cutting your commute time from as much as half an 
hour to as little as 10 minutes is an invaluable possibility, and 
coming from someone who commutes to a job downtown, it 
creates the possibility of less volume-packed buses. As of now, 
when I take the 24x near my house on the edge of Isla Vista to 

get to work, the bus is so crowded I have to edge to the front 
before they close the doors on the throng of people they can’t 
possibly accommodate.

UCPD’s Bike Safety Page readily acknowledges accidents 
involving bikes and skateboards occur frequently, and offers 
tips on staying safe on the bike paths. The site lists the most 
common cause of accident as “inattention and distraction.” The 
underlying issue with the bike paths and their overwhelming 
number of accidents and the congested buses that ferry 
students to and from campus can likely be traced to UCSB’s 

expansion of the student body. This expansion, however, is 
coupled with a lack of effort to integrate new students into 
what can only be an intimidating new landscape. If I wasn’t 
made to sign a waiver that relieved the school of responsibility 
for injuries incurred on the bike paths, I must assume none 
of my peers were, either. In creating such an effective way to 
allow us to navigate our beautiful campus, it’s unfortunate 
they neglected to follow through and provide protocol or 
coverage in the case of accidents. In the case of my physical 
therapy, Theresa’s medical costs for her broken arm and the 
many ambulances I’ve seen called to campus because of bike 
accidents, who takes the responsibility? 

There must be a more concerted effort to educate incoming 
students about signaling, the movement of slower traffic to 
the right and adherence to path indicators. I’d even advocate 
for a class in the vein of Gaucho FYI. It isn’t impossible to 
navigate the paths with an influx of students, and I credit 
the constant bike activity as one of the reasons our campus is 
filled with such fit, good-looking people. However, while the 
school provides so many services and is ever evolving along 
with the youth who inhabit it, it has neglected to provide the 
necessary policies that will ensure the safety and health of its 
student body. How many broken arms will it take?

Sebastianne Kent hopes we can start to remedy the problem of 
bike accidents before more people are injured. 

As future leaders, we all have a responsibility to do what we can 
to advocate for solutions to climate change. With approximately $3 
billion invested, the University of California system is in a powerful 
position to influence the fossil fuel industry as an important 
shareholder. When one divests on moral or ideological grounds, 
one guarantees that the assets will be controlled and managed by a 
new party that cares less about the ideas and morals that led to the 
divestment. In the United States, the boards of directors of public 
corporations have a fiduciary responsibility to seek profits for the 
common shareholders. If the owners (shareholders) of the fossil fuel 
industry do not care about climate change, the companies are legally 
obligated to similarly not care. Rather than divest, the UC system 
should exercise its role as a prominent shareholder to pressure fossil 
fuel companies to adopt more forward-looking policies to address 
climate change.

Previous divestment efforts have proved largely ineffective as 
a strategy to curtail undesirable practices among corporations. 
In the past, there was a national effort to divest from the tobacco 
industry due to the known public health consequences of tobacco 
consumption. Aside from negative publicity, divestment efforts were 

largely inconsequential. In fact, depressing an industry’s stock prices 
due to large-scale divestment tends to boost the return on equity 
available to the remaining shareholders through more effective share 
buybacks and dividend reinvestment; Philip Morris (now Altria) was 
one of the highest returning stocks of the past 50 years. The real 
success of the anti-tobacco movement in the United States, aside 
from public smoking bans, arose from targeted health advocacy to 
disseminate information on the negative health effects of smoking.

The energy industry contains some of the world’s most highly 
qualified scientists, skilled workers and engineers who work on 
the most challenging problems of our generation. The mission of 
the energy sector is to efficiently and safely implement proven 
technologies in pursuit of affordable energy. For the first time, we 
are beginning to see renewable energy emerge as a viable large-scale 
commercial option. Our generation is accustomed to rapid progress 
and is understandably frustrated by the snail’s pace of the energy 
sector. However, the energy grid is comprised of hundreds of billions 
of dollars of existing infrastructure and has been developed for over a 
hundred years; it is not amenable to rapid change.

Moreover, as an educated student body, we must carefully 

articulate what it is we hope to achieve and view the energy sector 
with long-term objectives. For instance, the Obama administration 
opposed the expansion of many activities such as the use of Canadian 
oil sands, coal power generation and oil exploration in the Arctic 
Ocean because these activities have a relatively high environmental 
impact. On the other hand, the Obama administration strongly 
encouraged the expansion of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” as 
a transitional technology to the renewable age. In fact, the United 
States’ carbon emissions declined by 12 percent from 2005 to 2015, 
due to the increased use of natural gas over coal for power generation. 

A recent article in the Daily Nexus claimed that Chancellor 
Henry T. Yang has endorsed Fossil Free UCSB in its calls for 
divestment. His statement has been misconstrued; he did offer 
his support to the activists, but he did not explicitly endorse a 
divestment from fossil fuel industries. 

“I stand by our students who have been sitting in calling for 
fossil fuel divestment this past week and support their aims … 
In the coming week, I look forward to working with my fellow 
chancellors in support of a thorough and transparent discussion 
on divestment from fossil fuels as part of the UC’s approach to 
combating the climate crisis.”

It is encouraging to see an administrator engaged with the 
student body, although his response leaves much to be desired. 
As a highly qualified engineer and scientist, Chancellor Yang 
could use this opportunity as a teaching moment to provide more 
direction to the activists. Under President Donald J. Trump, 
research institutions and regulatory agencies are under assault, 
and now more than ever we need common-sense actions on 
climate change. Above all, I commend the organizers of Fossil Free 
UCSB for their impressive achievement and successful display of 
civil disobedience, but I suggest a more constructive approach. 
Lobby for new policy to clarify the UC system’s relationship with 
fossil fuel industries, and engage the regents to commit strongly 
to climate advocacy in their capacity as shareholders. This 
includes advocating for increased funding of renewable energy 
initiatives and fundamental research at our universities and 
national laboratories, improved regulatory oversight for fracking 
wastewater disposal and other pollutants and a “revenue-neutral” 
tax on carbon emissions. 

Even if it otherwise makes sense to divest, the chancellors must 
consider the impact divestment is likely to have on our community. 
The UC system has a responsibility to its students and to the 
California taxpayers to effectively manage its resources in pursuit 
of its strategic mission. Divestment on moral grounds reduces 
the universe of potential investments, and this can only decrease 
the returns available to the overall portfolio. Can the chancellors 
demonstrate that the opportunity cost of divesting from fossil fuels 
does not significantly impact the growth of our system’s endowment 
or the quality of our institution?

Nathan Prisco is a second-year graduate student in the Department 
of Chemical Engineering at UCSB. Prior to graduate school, he worked as 
a pollution control engineer for a coal power company in Beijing, China.

Sebastianne Kent

Why UCSB Should Not Divest 
From Fossil Fuels 

Take a chance and try to find good street 
parking in Isla Vista. This is your week to get 
lucky and find the most convenient spot yet.

Get really into drinking a lot of 
kombucha. It’s your thing now.

Pssst, it’s me. Your wish to travel back 
in time worked. Just thought you should 
know. Also, don’t do that thing. You know 
what I’m referring to, don’t play dumb.

A friend has been keeping something 
from you for some time, something of 
an unexpected nature. It probably has 
nothing to do with how much cologne 
you douse yourself in or how loudly 
you chew with your mouth open. No, 
probably not. All will be revealed soon.

You may feel suddenly compelled to bring 
a sandwich for the girl sitting next to you in 
lecture next class. No, no not her. The one on 
the left. Yes, it’s me. Please. I’m so hungry.

 Forecast is hazy this week, 
Taurus. Try consulting a fortune 
cookie for further insight. Be wary 
to not eat the paper fortune again.

You remember sadly that despite the name 
of your astrological sign, your life has little 
to nothing to do with capri pants or corn for 
that matter. Still, it’s your life, and you can 
still make it so through hard work and effort.

Spending free time is good, but now 
is the time to focus. Remember your 
intuition and stick to your gut in order 
to do well at the beginning of this year. 

This week, take advantage of your youth 
and do something crazy as hell. A few 
recommendations: take an Uber to school, 
order meat and guac at Freebirds or ask 
your SB Menus delivery person on a date. 

Follow your heart and get that tapestry 
you’ve been looking at. While you’re 
at it, get the fairy lights to go with it.  
I.V. interior decoration game on fleek.

Relationships and fulfilment just may 
not be your “thing.” Consider getting a 
cat. Just remember: They’ll run faster 
than your ex and there’s a good chance 
they’ll mess on your rug more often too.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Make sure to keep going around 
telling everyone that it’s your 
“birthday month” while expecting 
special treatment: they’ll love it.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

There must be a more 
concerted effort to educate 
incoming students about 
signaling, the movement 
of slower traffic to the right 
and adherence to path 
indicators.                      ”

“

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Bike Accidents on Campus:
 The Unaddressed Epidemic 

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS 

JOSE OCHOA / DAILY NEXUS 
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