
President:
Austin Hechler

• Launch the alternative 
transportation program for 
disabled students
• Reform campus sexual 
assault policy
• Push for the establishment 
of the Community Services 
District
• Make course readers 
more affordable through 
a partnership with A.S. 
Publications

Internal Vice President: 
Natalie Jordan

• Reach out to Freshman 
Summer Start Program 
to get first-year students 
engaged in Associated 
Students
• Increase A.S. Fellowship 
Program and increase stu-
dents’ knowledge about 
A.S. so they have a solid 
understanding of The asso-
ciation before joining
• Use i>clickers in senate 
meetings

External Vice President 
of Statewide Affairs: 
Neha Nayak

• Advocate federally for 
more financial aid
• Increase A.S. transpar-
ency so students can be 
aware of A.S. and the work 
it does for the university 
• Provide more resources 
for mental health on cam-
pus

Student Advocate 
General: 
Josephine Ampaw

• Increase transparency of 
A.S. budget so students are 
more aware of where their 
funds are being allocated
• Create a counselor posi-
tion in the Office of the 
Student Advocate for stu-
dents accused of plagiarism
• Be the Student Advocate 
General who listens to stu-
dents and their concerns

External Vice President 
of Local Affairs: 
Ashcon Minoiefar

• Make UCIV a weekly 
operation rather than some-
thing just for Halloween and 
Deltopia
• Incorporate medical 
amnesty into university 
policy
• Decrease police presence 
at Halloween and Deltopia
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Did 
Associated 

Students 
 executives 
keep their 
campaign
promises?

Term in Review:
Associated Students 
Executives 2016-17

Jose Ochoa
County News Editor

	 The	 student	 group	 UC	 Santa	 Barbara	 Students	 for	 Justice	
in	Palestine	(SJP)	released	a	resolution	this	Sunday	calling	for	
Associated	Students	to	divest	from	companies	that	contribute	
to	what	SJP	calls	an	occupation	of	Palestine.
	 The	 resolution	 calls	 for	 the	 university	 to	 examine	 and	
promptly	 disinvest	 from	 its	 assets	 that	 provide	 support	 for	
“occupying”	Palestinian	territories,	building	a	wall	in	a	highly	
disputed	area,	the	West	Bank,	or	developing	Israeli	settlements	
on	“annexed”	territories.
	 SJP	 called	 for	 A.S.,	 UCSB	 and	 the	 Regents	 to	 divest	 from	
Raytheon,	 Northrop	 Grumman,	 Caterpillar	 and	 Hewlett	
Packard	 in	 particular,	 though	 it	 said	 these	 are	 not	 the	 only	
companies	contributing	to	Palestinian	oppression,	and	the	UC	
should	divest	from	any	of	its	assets	profiting	from	such	actions.
	 The	 resolution	 was	 released	 on	 the	 night	 of	 Holocaust	
Remembrance	 Day	 in	 Israel.	 Critics	 believed	 the	 resolution’s	
timing	 was	 purposefully	 malicious.	 SJP	 released	 a	 statement	
on	 their	 Facebook	 page	 denouncing	 the	 implication	 that	 the	
post	was	anti-Semitic.
	 The	 proposal	 was	 endorsed	 by	 25	 other	 student	 organi-
zations	 including	 the	 A.S.	 Student	 Commission	 on	 Racial	

Equality,	El	Congreso	and	the	Student	Activist	Network.
	 Anumita	 Kaur,	 SJP	 member	 and	 fourth-year	 sociology	
major,	 sponsored	 the	 resolution,	 which	 she	 said	 SJP	 plans	 to	
place	on	the	A.S.	Senate	agenda	next	week.
	 Kaur	said	the	student	organization	had	two	goals	in	creat-
ing	the	resolution,	the	first	being	the	“tangible	ask”	of	demand-
ing	 UCSB	 and	 the	 UC	 system	 to	 remove	 funds	 from	 corpora-
tions	 that	 allegedly	 assist	 in	 violence	 against	 the	 Palestinian	
people.	
	 Kaur	said	the	resolution	was	also	meant	to	be	a	way	for	the	
UC	system	to	be	held	accountable	and	to	focus	on	making	ethi-
cal	investments	at	all	times.
	 Kaur	 said	 the	 organization’s	 second	 goal	 was	 to	 educate	
people.
	 “A	lot	of	people	can’t	even	point	to	where	Palestine	is	on	the	
map,	and	it’s	so	important	that	people	understand	that	this	is	
a	violence	occurring	on	our	globe,”	she	said.
	 In	 an	 accompanying	 press	 release	 made	 public	 on	 Sunday,	
SJP	said	 its	resolution	“is	 in	no	way	 intended	to	alienate	stu-
dents	 on	 campus;	 it	 is	 intended	 to	 create	 a	 critical	 dialogue	
about	regimes	participating	in	human	rights	violations.”
	 The	 statement	 added	 that	 students	 were	 critical	 to	 social	
movements	in	the	past	and	that	UCSB	must	answer	its	duty	as	
a	top-level	institution.

	 “Students	 have	 historically	 been	 at	 the	 forefront	 of	
social	justice	movements,	from	the	Civil	Rights	Movement	
to	 South	 African	 Apartheid,	 student	 power	 has	 been	 an	
integral	part	of	progress	and	change,”	the	statement	read.

“Belonging	 to	 a	 top	 tier	 research	 institution,	 it	 is	 our	
duty	to	combat	racism,	patriarchy,	homophobia,	transpho-
bia,	 imperialism,	 colonization	 and	 global	 inequality.	 We	
cannot	exceptionalize	Israel.”
	 Sunday’s	 resolution	 and	 press	 release	 are	 part	 of	 a	
years-long	 student	 effort	 to	 call	 for	 Boycott,	 Divestment	
and	 Sanctions	 (BDS),	 a	 “nonviolent	 movement	 that	 was	
called	for	by	Palestinian	Civil	Society	in	2005	in	response	
to	Israel’s	disregard	for	international	law,”	as	the	statement	
describes	it.
	 Kaur	said	she	believes	if	people	were	more	understand-
ing	 of	 SJP’s	 perspective,	 they	 might	 have	 less	 “volatile	
opinions.”
	 “I	 think	 the	 biggest	 thing	 to	 understand	 about	 this	
movement	 and	 this	 resolution	 is	 that	 it’s	 really	 just	 pre-
mised	 on	 love;	 it’s	 premised	 on,	 you	 know,	 a	 desire	 for	
global	humanity,”	Kaur	said.
	 “All	 it	 is	 in	its	 inherent	nature	is	asking	the	university	
to	remove	funds	from	American	corporations	that	assist	in	
violence	against	a	people.”

26 Student Groups Support BDS Resolution

Stephany Rubio & Phi Do
Asst. News Editors

	 As	the	Spring	2017	Associated	
Students	 general	 election	 comes	
to	a	close,	the	Nexus	has	compiled	
profiles	of	our	current	elected	offi-
cials	 to	 reflect	 on	 their	 past	 year	
in	 office.	 Looking	 back	 on	 their	
campaign	platforms,	we	asked	our	
elected	 officials	 to	 tell	 us	 about	
their	 successes	 and	 shortfalls	
throughout	their	terms	in	office.
	 Results	for	this	election	season	
will	 be	 revealed	 Thursday	 at	 6:30	
p.m.	 in	 the	Hub,	officially	closing	
the	 two-week-long	 election	 pro-
cess.
	 Campaigning	 began	 Sunday,	
April	16,	and	continues	until	April	
27;	 those	 elected	 will	 be	 sworn	
in	 during	 week	 eight	 of	 Spring	
Quarter.
	 This	 past	 week,	 the	 Nexus 
reported	 highlights	 of	 the	 A.S.	
candidate	 forums	 as	 well	 as	 pro-
files	on	all	51	candidates.	
	 As	 current	 A.S.	 president,	

Austin	Hechler	has	a	duty	to	over-
see	 the	 executive	 department,	
respond	to	student	needs	and	rep-
resent	A.S.	 in	campus,	 local,	state	
and	federal	affairs.		
	 Serving	 as	 the	 current	 A.S.	
Internal	 Vice	 President,	 Natalie	
Jordan	is	responsible	for	account-
ability	 of	 student	 fees,	 being	 a	
liaison	 between	 A.S.	 and	 various	
campus	 organizations	 and	 advis-
ing	 the	 president	 and	 the	 senate	
on	campus	matters.
	 The	 A.S.	 External	 Vice	
President	for	Local	Affairs,	a	posi-
tion	 currently	 held	 by	 Ashcon	
Minoiefar,	 is	 tasked	 with	 manag-
ing	 Isla	 Vista	 and	 Santa	 Barbara	
County	matters	affecting	students	
and	 advising	 the	 president	 and	
senate	on	local	external	issues.
	 Current	 A.S.	 External	 Vice	
President	 for	 Statewide	 Affairs	
Neha	 Nayak	 is	 to	 represent	 A.S.	
on	 the	 University	 of	 California	
Students’	 Association	 (UCSA)	
Board	 of	 Directors	 and	 the	
United	 States	 Students’	
Association	 (USSA)	 as	 well	

as	in	state,	federal	and	UC	system-
wide	matters.
	 The	Student	Advocate	General,	
currently	 Josephine	 Ampaw,	 is	
entrusted	 with	 supporting	 and	
educating	 students	 about	 their	
rights	as	well	as	university	and	
A.S.	policies.
	 With	this	in	mind,	being	
held	accountable	for	cam-
paign	 promises	 is	 a	
vital	part	of	the	elec-
tion	 process,	 one	
that	 all	 candi-
dates	should	be	
prepared	for	as	
they	 begin	
their	 time	
in	office.	
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The R.E.M.A.D.E. 
institute aims to 

find new ways 
to reuse metals, 

polymers and 
fibers.

Coachella 2017 Weather Report

Surf Report

Sunny
High 79°F | Low 54°F
Temperatures consistent through the week

Swells up to 3.7 ft around 
noon, increasing to 5 ft 
around 6 p.m.
Winds up to 23 mph.

Artsweek takes 
on SoCal’s 

most famous  
festival.

A.S. executive officers’ 
initial campaign goals

see p. 4 & 5 
for full term 
reviews
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ACROSS
1 Condiment often

mixed with soy
sauce

7 Cowboys-and-
Indians toys

14 Help,
metaphorically

15 Scrape together
16 Bobby __: ’40s-

’50s adolescent
girls

17 Teen dieter’s
target, perhaps

18 “Stop right there!”
19 Classic pop
21 Start of a

personal trainer’s
motto

22 ASCAP
competitor

24 Phrase from one
who sees

27 __-wop music
28 Song of

thanksgiving
30 Workaholic’s

personality
pattern

31 Talk on the
street?

32 Zoom
33 Santa’s laughs
36 And the following,

in a bibliog.
37 James Bond’s

outfit
38 Given to gloom
40 Spot for a snooze
41 Asian soup

noodle
43 Trump’s “The __

the Deal”
44 Vex supremely
46 Guggenheim

Museum Bilbao
architect

47 OPEC measure
50 Campfire treat
51 Dogfish Head

product
52 Sought-after

group
54 Courtroom cry
56 “That’s the spot!”
59 Watchman
62 Much-anticipated

time
64 Like Little League

World Series
qualifying games

65 Dealer’s demand
66 One who decks

the halls, say

67 Tachometer part

DOWN
1 Household chore
2 Healthy smoothie

ingredient
3 2000 Ben

Kingsley crime
drama

4 __-appropriate
5 “Who shot J.R.?”

e.g.
6 __ dixit:

unfounded claim
7 Hosp. area for

heart patients
8 Alsatian dadaist
9 People, for one

10 Male people
11 Needing

nourishment
12 Marsh of

mysteries
13 Squabble
15 Piquant sushi

choice
20 Google success
23 Hair very

apparent?
25 Zenith
26 Field for a fold
28 Infinitesimal

division of a min.
29 Middle harmony

part

33 Easily angered, or
what the answers
to 3-, 5-, 9- and
15-Down appear
to be?

34 Stink
35 “Ghost Hunters”

network
37 Dog in Kansas
39 Sports analyst

Hershiser
42 River project
45 Mystery writer

Josephine

47 Iraqi seaport
48 Go through the

page
49 Techspeak, e.g.
53 Cup-a-Soup

direction
55 Abba of Israel
57 Lug
58 Publicist’s job
60 L.A.-to-Helena

dir.
61 Kernel holder
63 Merged comm.

giant

By Julian Lim
(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/08/12
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Thursday, March 8, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO FRIDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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“It’s just one of each category, so I would have to fuck this bottle too.”
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman grows uncomfortable when people 

bless hir after ze sneezes because ze doesn’t think ze 
would fit in in heaven.

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Comfortable damnation.

Thursday, April 27, 2017 Daily Nexus2 

CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted

Server
     We are looking for the right 
genuine server,  wine knowledge a 
plus, for our dynamite team.
 We are energetic breakfast, busy 
lunches great happy hour and in 

house desserts. Stop by Andersens 
1106 State st. Santa Barbara or 
e-mail your resume
Email andersenssantabarbara@
gmail.com
www.andersenssantabarbara.com
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Does Your Family Need Lodging 
for Graduation Weekend?

Stay in a Tropicana Gardens residence hall suite!

*Prices include continental breakfast, linen packets in each room, parking on-site, 
internet, use of facility, and occupancy tax. *Some beds are bunked.

The closest  
hotel we could  

find is 45 minutes  
away.

If we stay at  
Trop, we can walk  

to Graduation. 

... and 
not worry  

about parking!

Tropicana Gardens is offering accommodations in our residence hall 
suites, 2 blocks from UCSB’s main campus. 2 Bedroom/1 bath suites 
have 5 twin XL beds* and 3 Bedroom/2 bath suites have 9 twin XL 
beds*; there is a shared living room, but no kitchen. Continental 
breakfast at our on-site dining hall is included, as are linen packets 
for each bed, free on-site parking, free WiFi, and use of our amenities 
(pool, rec room, and cardio room).

6585 El Colegio Road, Goleta, California 93117 • (805) 968-4319

Reserve today at
www.tropicanastudentliving.com/short-term-stays/graduation-lodging

I.V. Goings-On and
Freebies This Week
FIRST FRIDAY
Ever wondered which bands are blasting rock music from Lot 22? Now’s 
your chance to get up close and personal with one of the bands, The 
Mallards, who will be performing at I.V.’s First Friday in Anisq’Oyo’ Park at 
6 p.m. This event was originally scheduled for April 7 but was postponed 
due to inclement weather. 

COMEDY DEAL
In need of some laughs? On the hunt for a good deal? Why not both? This 
Friday, Improvability will be hosting a “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” themed 
show, and tickets are buy one, get one free when you say the secret code 
word: bogo. There are two shows; the first is at 8 p.m. and the late-night 
show is at 10 p.m. Tickets to the first show are $3, $2 for the late night show. 
As always, those who go to the earlier show can stay for the late-night show 
free of charge. Organizers urge the audience to arrive at 7:45 p.m. to ensure 
they get a seat. 

MORE MUSIC
If The Mallards didn’t quench your thirst for live music, have no fear. Get 
ready for a night with Crimes New Roman (The Lipsticks), “sweaty math 
punk” courtesy of Pookie, alt rock, emo, pop punk from the Six Sevens and 
“punk/indie/whatever” from Lawn Chairs, who will be kicking off their 
West Coast tour this Friday. The event will run from 9 p.m. to midnight at 
6769 Del Playa Dr.

TO SPEAK FOR THE TREES
Your Children’s Trees will be planting and maintaining a coastal oak for-
est at Coal Oil Point Reserve from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday. Organizers 
advise that interested volunteers bring water and sun protection and wear 
closed-toe shoes and long pants that they don’t mind getting dirty. Biking 
to the reserve is also recommended. Your Children’s Trees is a student-run 
environmental organization that hopes to improve coastal runoff and the 
environment of Santa Barbara by planting trees to create a healthier eco-
system. 

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL
Need more rock ‘n’ roll in your life? Look no further: The Crash Landings 
and Savage Henry will be performing “tasteful and respectable” rock n roll 
for alumni weekend this Saturday at 9:30 p.m. on 938 Camino Corto. 

…EVEN MORE MUSIC?
If rock ‘n’ roll isn’t punk enough for you, fear not. Punk and metal bands 
RabbitFoot and Samsara will be hosting a “djentlemanly” face-off this 
Saturday at 991 Camino Lindo. Samsara will be going on at 9:30 p.m. to 
perform “earsplitting” covers of “Riptide” and “Purple Rain.” RabbitFoot 
will be following directly after at 10:30 p.m. for a “br00tal demonstration 
of speed and girth.”

MEATLESS SUNDAY
A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. 
Sunday in Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Café). Food Not Bombs is a large 
organization that spans the country and is a form of “franchise activism.” 
They believe that corporate and government priorities are skewed and allow 
hunger despite the abundance of food waste. Those interested in cooking 
can email organizers at foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. The dinner is 
regularly held every Sunday.

Vote at dailynexus.com!

Remember to vote for 
Daily Nexus Best of 

2017
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President Austin Hechler
Josh Ortiz
News Editor

	 Although	 elected	 as	 A.S.	 president	 in	 April	 of	 last	 year,	
Austin	Hechler	was	not	sworn	in	until	late	August.
	 His	incumbency	of	the	office	was	borne	out	of	a	months-
long	 deliberation	 over	 a	 bribery	 scandal	 involving	 UC	 Santa	
Barbara’s	fraternities.	
	 A.S.	Elections	Board	claimed	soon	after	election	night	 in	
April	 that	 the	 Interfraternity	 Council	 (IFC)	 gave	 “monetary	
incentives”	to	its	members	who	voted,	alleging	the	organiza-
tion	 believed	 votes	 could	 be	 “bought	 and	 sold.”	 The	 board	
called	for	a	revote	of	the	entire	spring	ballot.
	 Former	 A.S.	 president	 Jimmy	 Villarreal,	 alongside	 the	
UCSB	Audit	and	Advisory	Department,	launched	an	investiga-
tion	into	the	claims	but	determined	in	late	May	that	there	was	
no	evidence	of	wrongdoing	on	behalf	of	IFC.
	 Hechler	believes	he	might	be	the	“shortest-term	president”	
in	A.S.	history.
	 “I	think	we	got	a	lot	done,	though,”	he	said	in	an	interview	
on	Monday.	“I’m	proud	of	it.”
	 Hechler	ran	on	four	platform	items	last	spring:	launch	an	
alternative	 transportation	 program	 for	 disabled	 students,	
reform	campus	sexual	assault	policy,	push	 for	 the	establish-
ment	of	the	Isla	Vista	Community	Services	District	(CSD)	and	
make	course	readers	more	affordable.
	 After	several	months,	the	alternative	transportation	pro-
gram	has	become	what	is	now	Gaucho	Rides,	a	pilot	program	
that	offers	disabled	students	free	rides	to	and	from	campus.
	 Hechler,	 along	 with	 former	 senator	 Jerel	 Constantino,	
proposed	the	program	approximately	two	years	ago	when	he	
served	in	A.S.	Senate.
	 In	 April	 2016,	 the	 two	 senators	 reached	 out	 to	 Lyft,	 a	
rideshare	app	that	allows	users	to	hail	a	taxi	on	demand,	and	
were	able	to	secure	a	partnership	with	the	company.	A	month	
later,	A.S.	Senate	passed	a	resolution	to	allocate	$40,000	to	the	
alternative	transportation	program.
	 Applications	 opened	 for	 the	 first	 time	 in	 September	 to	
enroll	20	disabled	students	for	free	Lyft	rides	between	home	
and	 campus.	 Hechler’s	 office	 named	 the	 program	 “Gaucho	
Rides.”
	 The	pilot	program	shut	down	in	the	third	week	of	Winter	
Quarter,	 and	 the	 Nexus	 is	 currently	 verifying	 the	 causal	
factors.	 Meanwhile,	 Hechler	 said	 his	 office	 is	 developing	 a	
“backup	plan”	in	which	students	can	receive	rides	without	the	
use	of	codes.
	 The	Office	of	the	A.S.	President	will	most	likely	re-launch	
Gaucho	Rides	later	this	week,	Hechler	said.
	 Hechler	 told	 the	 Nexus	 in	 September	 that,	 depending	 on	
how	the	program	ran	in	the	next	two	quarters,	he	and	other	
advocates	would	consider	pushing	for	a	lock-in	fee	for	it.	This	
week’s	A.S.	Elections	ballot	does	not	include	such	a	measure.
	 Hechler’s	next	platform	item	—	sexual	assault	reform	—	
has	resurfaced	intermittently	throughout	his	political	career.
	 The	 issue	 arose	 in	 April	 2015	 during	 an	 A.S.	 candidate	
forum	when	Hechler	was	running	for	a	seat	on	A.S.	Senate.	An	
anonymous	audience	member	asked	the	candidates	how	they	
plan	to	address	campus	sexual	assault,	and	Hechler	answered	
in	response	that	he	intended	to	extend	sexual	assault	preven-
tion	training	to	the	Greek	community.
	 “I	feel	like	the	Greek	community	is	such	a	strong	and	com-
passionate	group	that	will	rally	around	anything,”	he	said	in	
2015.
	 Hechler	 incorporated	 the	 same	 policy	 into	 his	 platform	
when	running	for	president	last	year,	calling	it	“one	of	the	big-
ger	parts	of	[his]	platform.”
	 Hechler	 said	 on	 Monday	 that	 this	 year,	 he	 spearheaded	
a	 campaign	 to	 have	 fraternities	 and	 sororities	 learn	 how	 to	
prevent	 sexual	 assault	 through	 the	 Green	 Dot	 Bystander	
Intervention	Program.
	 The	 program	 was	 funded	 by	 Hechler’s	 office	 and	 solic-
ited	 approximately	 120	 men	 and	 women	 from	 IFC	 and	 the	
Collegiate	Panhellenic	Council	(CPC).
	 Alejandra	Melgoza,	who	vied	against	Hechler in	2016,	said	
she	is	yet	to	see	Hechler	involved	in	any	of	the	monthly	con-
versations	with	university	administration	concerning	sexual	
assault.
	 She	 also	 said	 Hechler	 has	 not	 yet	 released	 a	 statement	
about	 Sexual	 Assault	 Awareness	 Month	 or	 attended	 any	
events	hosted	by	Take	Back	the	Night,	a	student	group	dedi-
cated	to	preventing	campus	sexual	assault.
	 “As	President,	he	was	also	unable	to	keep	his	own	senators	
who	ran	on	a	platform	of	sexual	assault	accountable,”	Melgoza	
said	in	an	email.	“Sexual	assault	is	not	an	issue	that	can	be	put	
on	a	platform	to	earn	political	capital.	It	affects	many	students	
personally,	including	myself.”	
	 Hechler	 said	 has	 he	 often	 sent	 representatives	 from	 his	
office	to	various	meetings	addressing	campus	sexual	assault.
	 Hechler	also	promised	in	April	2016	to	lead	the	push	in	A.S.	
for	a	CSD	in	Isla	Vista.

	 He	and	Ashcon	Minoiefar,	the	A.S.	external	vice	president	
of	 local	affairs,	worked	closely	 together	 to	gather	volunteers	
for	 Yes	 on	 E&F,	 a	 campaign	 which	 sought	 to	 establish	 the	
CSD	through	Measure	E	and	fund	the	CSD	with	a	special	tax	
through	Measure	F.
	 As	 it	 turns	 out,	 voters	 in	 November	 overwhelmingly	
approved	Measure	E,	thus	creating	the	CSD,	but	did	not	pass	
Measure	F,	taking	away	the	CSD’s	main	funding	source.
	 The	 fourth	 and	 final	 part	 of	 Hechler’s	 presidential	 cam-
paign	platform	was	to	provide	to	students	the	least	expensive	
course	 reader	 materials	 through	 a	 partnership	 with	 A.S.	
Publications.
	 “It	was,	like,	a	long	process	because	at	first	we	didn’t	how	to	
do	it,”	he	said	on	Monday.
	 Hechler’s	 office	 began	 work	 on	 this	 plan	 early	 on,	 send-
ing	out	emails	en	masse	to	every	professor	at	the	university.	
The	emails	asked	that	faculty	primarily	use	A.S.	Publications	
instead	 of	 Alternative	 Digital	 Printing,	 the	 private	 printing	
business	in	the	UCen.
	 His	 office	 later	 opted	 to	 contact	 academic	 department	
heads	instead.	He	said	some	departments,	such	as	the	political	
science	 and	 environmental	 studies	 departments,	 responded	
positively.	Others	did	not	reply	at	all,	he	said.
	 “The	goal	at	the	end	of	the	day	was	to	create	a	bank	through	
Pubs	where,	I	guess,	professors	could	upload	their	things	and	
students	wouldn’t	even	have	to	buy	it.	It	would	just	be	on	the	
internet;	you	know,	environmentally	friendly,”	he	said.
	 Hechler	said	David	Miller,	the	A.S.	Publications	staff	mem-
ber	 who	 died	 in	 March,	 told	 him	 that	 his	 office	 more	 than	
doubled	the	amount	of	course	readers	published	through	A.S.	
Publications.
	 The	plan	to	increase	student	use	of	A.S.	Publications	“died	
out,”	Hechler	said,	after	Miller	passed	away.
	 Hechler	 also	 took	 up	 a	 few	 other	 projects	 outside	 of	 his	
platform	 items,	 including	 an	 initiative	 to	 expand	 the	 A.S.	
Food	Bank	and	a	push	to	give	priority	 registration	to	ROTC	
students.
	 Breanna	Jones,	the	A.S.	Food	Bank	committee	chair,	told	
the	 Nexus	 in	 early	 April	 that	 Hechler	 advocated	 strongly	 to	
university	administration	for	the	expansion	of	the	A.S.	Food	
Bank.
	 “[He]	really	pushed	things	forward	to	have	things	settled	
and	 made	 sure	 that	 the	 expansion	 happened,”	 she	 said	 in	
April.
	 A.S.	Senate	passed	a	bill	earlier	this	month	to	give	priority	
registration	to	ROTC	students,	and	the	resolution	now	awaits	
approval	from	the	Academic	Senate.	Senator	Alex	Giolito,	who	
introduced	the	bill	alongside	senator	Riley	Hobson,	said	two	
weeks	ago	that	Hechler	“brought	this	all	together	by	reaching	
out	to	ROTC	students	first.”
	 “This	year	I’ve	really	tried	to	hold	the	senators	accountable	
in	ways	that	I	never	thought	I	would	have	to,”	Hechler	told	the	
Nexus	on	Monday.
	 Melgoza	 said	 she	 found	 Hechler’s	 platform	 items	 to	 be	
“inherently	hollow”	and	“lacked	substance,”	saying	he	had	“no	
personal	connection	to	anything	on	his	platform.”
	 She	added	that	she	never	viewed	Hechler	as	“someone	with	
conviction”	when	they	both	served	on	A.S.	Senate,	and	she	said	
her	views	have	not	changed	since.
	 “There	were	other	senators	who	I	definitely	disagreed	with	
at	the	table	but	I	still	admired	their	dedication	to	their	beliefs,”	
Melgoza	said	in	an	email.	“Hechler	on	the	other	hand	was	con-
stantly	passive.”
	 Arielle	 Kronovet,	 Hechler’s	 chief	 of	 staff,	 said	 Hechler’s	
kindness	 can	 often	 be	 mistaken	 for	 passivity	 and	 that	 he	 is	
actually	“firm	to	his	beliefs.”
	 “He’s	serious	about	leaving	this	school	a	better	place,	and	
I’ve	seen	him	doing	this	throughout	the	year,”	she	said.
	 Talia	Stringfellow,	the	A.S.	president’s	deputy	chief	of	staff,	
said	she	found	Hechler	to	be	more	decisive	and	communicative	
than	 his	 predecessor	 Villarreal,	 whom	 she	 worked	 for	 as	 an	
A.S.	fellow	the	year	before.
	 “Sometimes	 [Villarreal]	 changed	 his	 mind	 and	 was	 not	
a	 big	 communicator,”	 she	 said.	 “Communication	 has	 been	 a	
huge,	sweet	[and]	influential	part	of	why	I	think	Austin’s	such	
a	good	president.”
	 Hechler	will	finish	his	term	in	the	next	few	weeks,	handing	
the	presidency	to	whomever	students	elect	Thursday	night.	In	
the	meantime,	Hechler	said,	he	is	applying	for	jobs.
	 “It’s	funny	because	I	bet	everyone	thinks,	 ‘Oh	you	have	a	
nice	title;	you’re	going	to	find	a	job	easily.’	It’s	not	that	easy.	It’s	
really	not,”	he	said.	“Honestly	I	had	no	idea	you	had	to	apply	to	
jobs	so	early.”
	 Hechler	 looks	 to	 receive	 his	 degree	 in	 political	 science	 in	
June.	Wherever	he	ends	up	in	the	next	few	years,	he	said,	he	
wants	to	continue	in	public	service.
	 “I	really	just	want	to	give	back	to	communities,”	he	said.	“I	
feel	like	I’ve	been	so	privileged	to	have	so	many	great	opportu-
nities	in	my	life,	and	I	want	to	give	that	back	to	people	wher-
ever	I	am.”

Hechler ran on four platform items last spring: launch an alternative transportation program for disabled students, reform 
campus sexual assault policy, push for the establishment of the Isla Vista CSD and make course readers more affordable.

Internal Vice President
Natalie Jordan

Maura Fox
University News Editor 

	 “I	 love	my	job.	It’s	been	a	lot,	but	that’s	a	really	good	
thing.”
	 As	 Internal	 Vice	 President,	 Natalie	 Jordan’s	 term	
comes	 to	 a	 close	 this	 spring,	 the	 third-year	 history	 of	
public	policy	major	reflects	on	her	time	in	office	and	what	
she	has	accomplished	and	learned.	
	 “I’ve	had	a	really	good	experience	connecting	with	so	
many	 students	 …	 [and]	 I’m	 in	 a	 position	 where	 I	 get	 to	
listen	to	people’s	passions,”	Jordan	said.	
	 Jordan	 ran	 for	 Internal	 Vice	 President	 (IVP)	 as	 an	
independent	 write-in	 candidate	 on	 a	 platform	 that	
emphasized	 getting	 freshmen	 more	 involved	 in	 A.S.,	
creating	more	prepared	senators	through	increasing	the	
A.S.	 Fellowship	 Program	 and	 changing	 the	 dynamic	 of	
the	 senate	 through	 the	 implementation	 of	 i>clickers	 in	
the	voting	process.
	 Jordan	said	IVP	is	“kind	of	a	silent,	behind-the-scenes	
job”	because	the	primary	functions	of	the	position	are	to	
run	senate	meetings,	maintain	the	internal	functions	of	
the	association	and	work	on	its	own	projects.	 
	 She	 is	 most	 proud	 of	 her	 work	 to	 expand	 the	 A.S.	
Fellowship,	 which	 allows	 students	 to	 become	 fellows	 to	
A.S.	 senators	 and	 executives	 and	 learn	 about	 the	 inner	
workings	of	the	association.
	 According	 to	Jordan,	 100	 students	 applied	 to	be	 fel-
lows	 and	 66	 were	 chosen.	 She	 added	 that	 many	 fellows	
are	running	for	A.S.	positions	in	this	election.	
	 “This	is	what	I	wanted	it	to	be,”	Jordan	said.	“I	wanted	
it	to	be	somewhere	people	could	actually	learn	about	the	
internal	functions	of	the	association	before	diving	into	a	
role.”
	 During	 her	 campaign	 for	 IVP,	 Jordan	 stressed	 her	
interest	 in	 working	 with	 freshmen	 to	 increase	 their	
engagement	with	A.S.	While	 she	does	not	know	how	to	
gage	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 her	 efforts,	 Jordan	 said	 she	
tabled	in	residence	halls	and	reached	out	to	freshmen	in	
the	Summer	Start	Program	and	during	Week	of	Welcome.	
She	hopes	the	work	she	did	encouraged	freshmen	to	join	
A.S.	 
	 During	 her	 time	 as	 IVP,	 Jordan	 was	 charged	 with	
leading	 senate	 meetings,	 which	 at	 times	 could	 become	
disorderly	 when	 senators	 disagreed	 on	 issues	 or	 when	
controversial	topics	were	discussed	at	public	forum.	
	 In	 November,	 the	 senate	 moved	 its	 meeting	 into	
Corwin	 Pavilion	 from	 its	 normal	 Flying	 A	 Room	 in	 the	
UCen	 as	 it	 planned	 to	 vote	 on	 a	 resolution	 that	 would	
allow	conservative	orator	Ben	Shapiro	to	speak	on	cam-
pus.	The	meeting	lasted	six	hours,	and	the	senate	voted	
to	approve	the	resolution.
	 According	to	Jordan,	she	was	able	to	maintain	a	stable	
climate	 during	 the	 meeting	 because	 she	 established	
agreements	and	rules	everyone	had	to	adhere	to.	
	 Jordan	 also	 said	 while	 public	 forums	 can	 cause	 ten-
sions	to	run	high	and	extend	senate	meetings,	she	thinks	
it	 is	 “really	 beautiful”	 when	 so	 many	 students	 come	 to	
voice	their	concerns	to	the	senate.	 
	 “The	biggest	part	about	that	is	when	someone	comes	
to	talk	to	the	senators,	I	think	as	an	exec	or	as	a	senator,	
people	 forget	 that	 these	 people	 are	 taking	 time	 out	 of	
their	day-to-day	schedules	to	come	and	speak,”	she	said.	
	 “Whatever	they’re	talking	about	is	a	part	of	their	real-
ity,	so	in	a	situation	where	a	senate	meeting	goes	for	six	
hours,	 it’s	 not	 something	 people	 can	 see	 as	 something	
bad,	 but	 in	 reality	 more	 students	 are	 engaged	 in	 the	
issues,”	she	added.
	 Nushi	 Yapabandara,	 a	 third-year	 philosophy	 major,	
ran	against	Jordan	for	IVP	in	the	A.S.	election	last	spring.	
She	 said	 she	 “commends”	 Jordan	 for	 the	 way	 she	 has	
handled	the	senate.	
	 Yapabandara	said	she	hopes	next	year’s	IVP	is	“able	to	

maintain	the	level	of	strictness	and	discipline	and	respect	
that	Natalie	has	...	made	a	standard	in	senate	meetings.”
	 Jordan	 said	 many	 unexpected	 projects	 arose	 during	
her	term	that	were	not	on	her	campaign	platform,	includ-
ing	 the	 creation	 of	 an	 A.S.	 orientation	 program,	 which	
acts	 as	 a	 guide	 to	 those	 first	 introduced	 to	 the	 associa-
tion,	as	well	as	the	projects	that	fellows	in	the	fellowship	
program	took	on	themselves.	
	 She	was	most	excited	about	the	designation	of	an	A.S.	
liaison	from	Counseling	and	Psychological	Services	to	be	
available	with	students	who	work	within	A.S.
	 According	to	Jordan,	A.S.	is	a	“lifestyle”	and	students	
make	choices	and	sacrifices	based	on	their	involvement	in	
the	association.	  
	 “A	 lot	 of	 students,	 because	 of	 how	 taxing	 it	 can	 be,	
were	experiencing	a	lot	of	mental	health	stresses,”	Jordan	
said.	“And	I	can	totally	understand	that;	I’ve	been	there.”
	 Jordan	said	the	designated	liaison	has	done	group	ses-
sions	with	 the	senate,	attends	senate	meetings	and	has	
been	involved	in	the	current	elections	by	checking	in	with	
the	candidates’	wellbeing.
	 Jordan	also	reflected	on	the	projects	she	hoped	to	do	
but	was	unable	to	complete,	including	bringing	food	trucks	
in	the	Arbor	during	finals	week	and	using	i>clickers	during	
senate	meetings.
	 According	to	Jordan,	university	administrations	halted	
the	 plan	 for	 food	 trucks.	 She	 said	 when	 she	 realized	 her	
i>clicker	plan	would	not	work,	she	altered	the	goal	to	even-
tually	attain	a	more	permanent	space	for	senate	meetings.
	 The	IVP	said	that	at	the	beginning	of	her	term,	she	was	
“so	bad	at	delegating,”	which	posed	a	learning	curve	for	her	
as	she	settled	into	IVP.	
	 “I’m	 kind	 of	 a	 controlling	 person	 and	 I	 want	 things	
to	go	my	way	…	because	I	think	sometimes	I	understand	
the	greater	picture,	and	it’s	very	naive	of	me	to	think	that	
and	I	realize	that,”	Jordan	said.	“Sometimes	I	realize	that	
instead	of	controlling	a	situation,	 it’s	better	 to	 let	others	
take	a	shot	at	it.”	
	 Yapabandara,	 who	 worked	 as	 Jordan’s	 director	 of	
programming	 during	 Fall	 Quarter,	 said	 she	 recognized	
Jordan’s	struggle	to	give	other	staff	members	tasks	as	she	
“gunned	through”	and	tried	to	do	everything	herself.
	 According	to	Yapabandara,	this	hindered	Jordan’s	abil-
ity	to	complete	all	the	projects	she	wanted	to.	 
	 “I	feel	like	she	could	have	been	a	lot	more	transparent	
and	accessible	to	everyone,”	Yapabandara	said.	
	 Jordan	said	that	after	her	time	as	IVP,	she	has	realized	
that	the	position	is	“experiential	learning.”	 
	 “No	matter	how	much	preparation	you’ve	had	before	or	
experience	with	this	community,	there’s	really	no	way	to	
learn	how	to	manage	an	association	of	over	800	students	
overnight,”	she	said.
	 According	 to	 Jordan,	 the	 next	 elected	 IVP	 needs	 to	
focus	on	preserving	a	stable	environment	at	senate	meet-
ings.	She	attributes	her	ability	to	handle	the	senate	to	the	
fact	that	she	was	an	independent	executive	and	“never	had	
to	play	any	games	with	anyone.”	
	 “I	think	the	next	IVP	needs	to	make	sure	they’re	main-
taining	an	unbiased	viewpoint	and	also	[make]	sure	that	
they’re	really	checking	in	with	everyone	and	maintaining	
a	really	positive	climate,”	Jordan	said.	“You	can	only	do	so	
much,	but	trying	at	least	matters.”
	 As	her	time	as	IVP	comes	to	an	end	and	A.S.	election	
season	 is	 almost	 over,	 Jordan	 said	 she	 loved	 the	 chance	
to	be	a	“change-maker”	in	the	association	and	now	under-
stands	more	about	herself	and	her	capabilities.	
	 “Sleep	 is	 way	 overrated,”	 Jordan	 said.	 “Four	 hours	 a	
night	is	the	slumber	of	champions.”
	 Jordan	said	after	her	term	is	complete,	she	will	continue	
her	position	as	vice	president	of	the	Isla	Vista	Community	
Service	District	as	well	as	her	 full-time	 job	as	 the	senior	
event	coordinator	at	the	Santa	Barbara	Polo	and	Racquet	
Club.	   

Jordan ran for internal vice president on a platform that emphasized expanding the A.S. Fellowship Program 
and changing the dynamic of the senate through the implementation of i>clickers in the voting process.
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EVPLA Ashcon Minoiefar

Before taking office, Minoiefar hoped to decrease police presence in I.V., create a 
program of medical amnesty for students and increase weekend volunteers in I.V.

Josh Ortiz
News Editor

On the night he won election as Associated Students external vice president of local 
affairs last April, Ashcon Minoiefar told the Nexus that his first priority was to address 
police presence at Halloween to ensure it is “adequate” and “not over-excessive.”

As it turns out, law enforcement decreased by approximately 30 percent this 
Halloween, but Minoiefar later admitted this is because Isla Vista residents “just don’t 
come [to Halloween] anymore.”

In the year to follow, Minoiefar’s incumbency became more about his other plat-
form items: pushing to have students volunteer on the streets of I.V. every weekend, 
incorporating medical amnesty into university policy and lowering police presence at 
Deltopia. 

UC Isla Vista (UCIV), a program which sends students as liaisons between 
residents and police in I.V., was an A.S. program established under former EVPLA 
Cameron Schunk over two years ago. Its purpose was to serve as an alternative to what 
Schunk called “over-policing.” 

A.S. Public Safety Commission (ASPSC) later took charge of UCIV, and the pro-
gram only operated during Deltopia and Halloween in the years to follow. When 
Minoiefar entered the office, he intended to work alongside ASPSC to make the pro-
gram a weekly operation. 

Expansion of the program had a “slower start,” he said, because ASPSC relied 
mostly on their hired staff. They later found more success when they were able to 
“build more of a volunteer pool.”

Minoiefar said he assisted ASPSC in marketing for volunteers, suggesting to the 
UCIV organizers that they open the opportunity for different student groups to 
“sponsor a weekend.”

One student group that did this recently, Minoiefar said, was Campus Democrats, 
which provided “a bunch of volunteers” for the weekend they sponsored. 

“[UCIV] is headed in the right direction, and I’m really happy to know that it’s going 
to stay here after I leave,” he said.

Another goal for Minoiefar was to implement a policy of medical amnesty, which 
would protect UCSB students from legal charges if they are hospitalized while com-
mitting unlawful activities.

Minoiefar had been working with A.S. President Austin Hechler for over a year to 
regulate medical amnesty. Hechler said they came up with the idea after the university 
held a fraternity chapter liable for an unconscious partygoer.

Minoiefar said the problem exists outside this specific incident as well, saying 
students in residence halls and other groups, like sports teams, are often afraid to call 
911 during parties. 

Medical amnesty is state law, but it is not currently part of university policy. 
Minoiefar and Hechler have, for the past year, been drafting a new campus regulation 
called “the responsible action protocol.”

Minoiefar said the draft passed a UCSB Campus Regulation committee “at the very 
beginning of this quarter,” and it now awaits approval by Chancellor Henry T. Yang 
and UC President Janet Napolitano. 

Minoiefar will soon be meeting with officials from UCSB Judicial Affairs to dis-
cuss implementation of the responsible action protocol, which he said is “really, really 
important.” 

“I’ve seen it work with student groups a lot … Students know that they can call 
[911] and be safe,” he said.

Minoiefar also set out this year to decrease police presence at Deltopia, I.V.’s annual 
Spring Break celebration along Del Playa Drive. 

Both UCPD and the Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Office (SBSO) sent fewer police 
officers to Isla Vista this Deltopia, anticipating smaller crowds than in years prior. 
UCPD deployed approximately 70 officers for Deltopia this year, down from approxi-
mately 100 in 2016. SBSO did not want to disclose the number of officers it assigned. 

Attendance increased to approximately 8,000 people this year, up from approxi-
mately 3,500 in 2016. Police made 42 different arrests this year, which is slightly more 
than last year but significantly lower than the number of arrests made the previous 
year.

There were a total of 14 medical transports this year. 
“I think Deltopia was a good enough of an event,” Minoiefar said. “I really wish 

that the [number of] medical transports could have been a lot lower. That, for me, is a 
benchmark of a successful day: making sure people are safe.”

Minoiefar said several factors played into the decreased police presence at Deltopia 
this year. For one, he said police have “caught on” to public perceptions of having law 
enforcement at the event. He said having Spring Insight on the same weekend also 
helped. 

“[Deltopia] being on Spring Insight kinda helped because the school wanted a good 
image there and was obviously concerned with how parents see this campus,” he said. 
“I wish we would have gotten on that train a little faster.” 

Minoiefar said he sees Deltopia 2016 as a “measuring point” for what police pres-
ence during Deltopia could look like in future years. 

“I would argue that I think it was a manageable day,” he said. 
Minoiefar said he came into the EVPLA “pretty aware of what it’s like,” having for 

years prior been involved in I.V.’s political scene. 
“I guess one thing that kind of surprised me was the degree of the kind of power 

that student leadership has,” he said. 
“The EVPLA really can establish himself as a mobilizer of student interests and a 

representative of student interests,” he said. “They are really heeded and looked to for 
a lot of answers, which was very … enlightening.”

In his year serving in the position, Minoiefar said he has grown to be more of a del-
egator in his leadership style, whereas he said he used to be “kind of a micromanager.” 

Kristen Armellini, Minoiefar’s deputy chief of staff, said she has also saw this 
growth in Minoiefar, especially when it came to sending representatives to meetings 
on his behalf.

“I was going to meetings for him, and he really wanted to make sure I knew the 
position through and through,” she said. “He would let me go to meetings for him 
[and] would make sure we were educated on everything.”

Madison Hechler, the EVPLA chief of staff, said Minoiefar teaching her was “an 
opportunity for him to share his passion for Isla Vista” and not a “chore.” 

Minoiefar plans to receive his degree in history of public policy in June. He will be 
starting an internship with the San Francisco District Attorney’s office, which he said 
is along the line of work that he hopes to go into.

“I’ve really taken interest in law,” he said. “Public safety has always been a big part 
of what I do. I’ve always been keen on public service, and being a district attorney 
seems like a very engaging experience.”

During her term, Nayak lobbied to create a Federal Advocacy Program and expanded 
mental health services through Chai Talks and a S.T.E.M. mental health panel.

EVPSA Neha Nayak
Tamari Dzotsenidze
Asst. News Editor

 Only months after taking office, External Vice President of Statewide Affairs 
(EVPSA) Neha Nayak and her office were hit with a massive “curveball”: President 
Trump’s election.
 “It changed the course of how my office and UCSA and USSA wanted to steer 
our general goals,” Nayak said. “Essentially, now it was like, ‘We have to protect our 
students, and we have to protect individuals on campus that are threatened by our 
new federal government.’” 
 In response to the election, Nayak prioritized students who were directly 
affected by taking “preemptive measures,” including lobbying with other EVPSAs 
to ensure that UCs become sanctuaries. 
 However, despite this shift, Nayak was still able to make strides in increasing 
mental health resources and the creation of the Federal Advocacy Program.
 “We really wanted to have an advocacy program that in a sense doesn’t just reach 
out to students in A.S. but to individuals that are not necessarily involved in student 
government, but that have these stories that can be an interesting and compelling 
story for a federal legislator,” Nayak said. “So if we go to, like, a representative, a 
congressman, you know, having someone that personally has dealt with being a 
refugee is more compelling.”
 The program launched earlier this year. According to Deputy Chief of Staff Maya 
Halthore, 60-70 students applied and 40 were able to go to Washington D.C. with 
USSA in March to lobby for Pell Grant expansion and protection, increased finan-
cial aid and DACA protection for undocumented students.
 During her term, Nayak also focused on mental health through Chai Talks and 
a S.T.E.M. mental health panel.
 “In terms of Chai Talks, I think it’s important to have a space on campus where 
students can speak on islamophobia, parental pressure, just things South Asian 
students, things that are related to their communities specifically, and I think that 
has been something that has not been spoken of or vocally emphasized” Nayak said. 
 She also takes pride in her S.T.E.M. mental health panel, which just started this 
quarter. She described it as a “working group” that meets every quarter to ensure 
that students within S.T.E.M. programs are aware of mental health resources. 
 “I did what I wanted to do,” Nayak said, but she still wishes she could have done 
more regarding tracking legislation and voter registration. 

 “Having a lot more internal communication with other entities that are already 
doing voter reg. is very important, and I could have improved on that,” she said. 
 She also said that she wished she had further increased student outreach to 
ensure that different students and “young student leaders” are applying to attend 
various conferences instead of the same people going multiple times. 
 Kristin Hsu, the EVPSA chief of staff, also believes there are things that could 
have been done better. 
 “Not everyone’s perfect, and I think Neha knows she’s not perfect,” said Hsu. 
“I think we could have done more outreach; we could have perhaps recruited more 
student leaders within the office; we could have gotten more staff members in the 
office … I think as long as you are constantly trying and making those efforts to do 
that outreach and go to meetings, to advertise whatever opportunities you have, 
you are doing your job.”
 “It’s hard, because EVPSA is such a broad scope,” Nayak said. For the future, 
she hopes that the next EVPSA can create an easily accessible bill tracker to make 
students aware of legislation that may affect them. 
 Despite the setbacks, she is leaving behind a positive legacy with her staff.
 “I loved working with Neha. Obviously, entering EVPSA, there were bumps in 
the road with all of us, but Neha consistently served as a positive force within the 
office, being encouraging and present,” said Halthore. 
 As a graduating senior, Nayak looks toward a future away from politics, likely in 
marketing. She said, “maybe in the way future, [she’ll] run for office, for, like, state 
congress, but not anytime soon, that’s for sure.”
 Despite her reluctance to go into politics, she believes her experience working 
within A.S. and as EVPSA will guide her in her life. 
 “That’s something I’ll take for the rest of my life: just the knowledge of know-
ing how to be involved in these different communities, help these communities on 
campus, attend board meetings all across the state, fly to D.C. to advocate for issues 
that are so important to students and are essentially the lifeline of students. That 
has been such a growing experience for me. I wouldn’t trade it for anything else for 
my senior year.”
 She parted with some advice for future EVPSAs:
 “There will be ups and downs, but learn from the failures and learn from your 
experiences because that’s what makes you a better elected official, and in the end, 
you’re there for the students. You chose to run because you wanted to help UCSB 
students; keep that in mind when things get hard.”

Maura Fox
University News Editor

Josephine Ampaw was elected in 2016 as the first black woman to serve 
as student advocate general. One year later, she reflects on her time in 
office.

The Student Advocate General (S.A.G.) acts as a nonpartisan voice for 
students in the Office of the Student Advocate (OSA). The executive posi-
tion also supports students who have violated university policies and guides 
them through the disciplinary process.

Ampaw, a fourth-year political science and feminist studies double 
major, said her experience as S.A.G. was rewarding and challenging. She 
said despite being “tough” and “blunt,” her emotional involvement in many 
issues guided her in the advocacy for students.  

“When I was running, my goal was to be the person that listened, and I 
actually feel like I did that,” Ampaw said. 

During her term, Ampaw communicated with other students who did 
not always share her same perspective, including the A.S. Senate and other 
executives. She said this “forced” her to “have a much more open mind” 
than she would have otherwise.  

“I was definitely forced to shut up a lot, [and] I was forced to listen,” she 
said.

According to Ampaw, her biggest accomplishment was “opening the 
space” of the S.A.G. to women of color.  

“As the first black woman in the position, I didn’t realize how big of an 
impact that would be and how I would be able to be a strong voice for those 
communities and the diaspora,” Ampaw said. 

“I know I could have been a much stronger voice, and I would say that’s 
one of my biggest regrets, but I feel like I was able to pave a way,” she added.

When running for the position, Ampaw’s platform included increasing 
student awareness of the A.S. budget and creating a counselor in OSA for 
students accused of plagiarism. 

Ampaw said while she was unable to push A.S. budget transparency as 
much as she had wanted, she did improve the visibility of OSA finances. 

“Students have been able to come to me and ask me what I am doing 
with my money, and I am able to tell them very transparently and honestly,” 
Ampaw said. 

Ampaw said her plan to create a counselor for students accused of 

plagiarism was ultimately carried out by the Office of Judicial Affairs.  
Ampaw said prior to starting her term as S.A.G., she thought she would be 

“fighting alone” on behalf of students. 
“I thought it was going to be me against A.S.,” Ampaw said. “Sometimes 

it was definitely me versus A.S. … but in a lot of moments, I realized that my 
staff had my back.”

Ampaw’s staff included Catt Phan, her deputy chief of staff and a third-
year global studies major. Phan said she loved working with Ampaw because 
she “never [lost] humor and resilience and compassion.” 

“I have had a lot of faith in Josephine,” Phan said, “not only as a person but 
as someone who is in an exec position for the student government. Josephine 
just wants to serve the students.”

According to Phan, the large OSA staff was “a lot to handle,” and it was 
oftentimes difficult to get the entire staff together for meetings. Phan said, 
however, the OSA office is “very sensitive” due to the types of student cases 
it addresses, and believes Ampaw was an experienced and qualified person to 
serve as S.A.G. 

Ampaw said she has personally changed throughout her term as S.A.G., 
having become more of an introvert and now finding less solace being with 
other people.

“I used to find so much rest from being around other people, but since 
being in this office, I find so much peace in being alone,” Ampaw said. “I 
thought I’d be a lot better being around other people.”

Ampaw said her term as S.A.G. has inspired her to become a social worker 
in the future. Additionally, after she graduates, Ampaw will travel to Colorado 
for a fellowship with AmeriCorps where she will help students who struggled 
in traditional school with their public speaking skills. 

Looking toward next year, Ampaw said the next elected S.A.G. cannot be 
swayed by partisanship and must stay true to the nonpartisan nature of the 
office. 

“I also expect this person to have goals and to have aspirations for this 
office and really be able to express those to the entire association and entire 
campus,” she said.

Ampaw said she is “really grateful” for the opportunity to have served as 
S.A.G. and wants to remind current A.S. candidates they hold an important 
place on campus.

“For the people who are running, I would just want to say to them that the 
work is hard, but the work is totally worth it in the end,” she said.   

Student Advocate General
Josephine Ampaw

When running for the position, Ampaw’s platform included increasing student awareness 
of the A.S. budget and creating a counselor in OSA for students accused of plagiarism. 
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SPORTS
Both the Cleveland Cavaliers and 

Golden State Warriors swept 
their first round opponents. I 
think it’s safe to say that the 

NBA Finals are set. June, hurry 
up ... Where’s Adam Sandler 

with the fast forward in time? 

Armchair QB
After setting a new career-best distance 

of 201’4” in the hammer at the UCR 
Highlander Challenge competition, 

senior Stephen Leach ranks 31st in the 
hammer in the NCAA West region.

Track and Field 

Men’s Tennis in Search of Three-Peat Heading Into the Big West Tournament
Richard Benites
Staff Writer 

Last weekend served as the conclud-
ing point to a stellar 2017 regular 
season campaign for the UCSB men’s 
tennis team as the Gauchos bested 
their Blue-Green rival Cal Poly 5-2.

 Following the result, the Gauchos 
are currently 17-5 and possess a 
10-match win streak. 

Garnering the No. 1 seed in now 
back-to-back tournament appearances, 
they also f inished at an undefeated 5-0 
in the Big West Conference standings, 
therefore granting them the confer-
ence’s f irst seed and a f irst-round bye. 

For the second-straight time, UCSB 
captured an unbeaten 5-0 record. It 
also earned its fourth regular season 
title with Head Coach Marty Davis at 
the helm. 

 Dating back to April 11, 2015, 
UCSB has extended its win streak 
against Big West opponents to 11 
straight victories in the regular season.  
Including the past two conference 
tournaments, Santa Barbara holds a 
16-match win streak against its Big 
West counterparts. 

 Santa Barbara has been in out-
standing form as of late; its last meet 
loss was way back on March 13 against 
No. 4 Texas Christian University. 

After their victory over the current 
No. 50 Cal Poly, the Gauchos are cur-
rently No. 40 in the nation according 
to Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
rankings.

 The duo sensation of Gaucho junior 

Simon Freund and senior Morgan 
Mays maintains a No. 30 doubles 
ranking as well, moving down one spot 
from No. 29.

 “This match [against Cal Poly] 
was actually bigger than the western 
conference regular season title,” Davis 
said. “We think it’s going to leave 
us far enough in the rankings where 
our RPI should get us into that large 
[NCA A selection] bid, regardless of 
the result at Indian Wells.”

 Coach Davis is referring to a spot 
for the Gauchos in the NCA A 2017 
Division I men’s tennis tournament. 

That, of course, won’t occur until 
after the Big West Tournament and is 
set for some time around the middle 
of May.

 There’s much to know as UCSB 
enters the Big West Tournament in 
f ine form, as well as with many histori-
cal accolades. 

The men’s tennis team will be com-
peting for its third consecutive confer-
ence title. The Gauchos have previ-
ously won the Big West Tournament 
championships a tota l of 10 times 
program history. 

They have won 7 of the last 11 tour-
naments at the Indian Wells Tennis 
Garden, which will once again be this 
year’s competition venue.

 Last year’s Big West championship 
concluded with a No. 1 and No. 2 seed 
f inals matchup that had Santa Barbara 
face off against rival Cal Poly. 

The meet resulted in a 4-1 score 
and featured the familiar competitors 
of sophomore doubles pair Nicolas 

Moreno de A lboran/Anders Holm, 
junior Cody Rakela, senior Morgan 
Mays and senior Teague Hamilton, as 
well as Cal Poly’s No. 61 duo of seniors 
Corey Pang and Ben Donovan.

 Previewing Friday’s potential com-
petitors, UCSB will meet against the 
winner of Wednesday’s No. 4- versus 
No. 5-seeded match of UC Irvine and 
the University of Hawaii.

UCSB’s dominance of both pro-
grams has been well established over 
the years.

It last lost to UC Irvine during the 
2014-15 season, and it fell to Hawaii 
during its 2012-13 campaign. 

Due to rain, the matchup between 
UCSB and Hawaii was canceled dur-
ing the 2013-14 season.

 Irvine ended its season with a 5-2 
loss to No. 2-seed UC Davis and con-
cluded its 2017 regular season at 8-14. 

The Anteaters a lso managed a 
fourth-place conference ranking fol-
lowing a 2-4 f inish. 

UCSB previously defeated UC Irvine 
5-2 on April 15 while on the road. 

 As for Hawaii, the Gauchos opened 
up their season with an away double-
header against the Rainbow Warriors, 
which resulted in a 7-0 sweep. 

They ended the season last in the 
Big West Conference standings at 1-4 
and also f inished their regular season 
with a meager 2-14 overall record.

 UCSB will face off against the win-
ner of the No. 4/5 seed match, either 
UC Irvine or the University of Hawaii, 
this Friday, April 28, at 3 p.m. at the 
Indian Wells Tennis Garden.          

Gauchos Thriving Off Current 7-Match Win Streak, Hold No. 2 Seed in BW Tournament

Andrew Hernandez
Staff Writer 

 The UCSB women’s tennis team 
is preparing to go on the road to 
compete in the Big West Tournament 
at Indian Wells, where it will look to 
defend last season’s conference title. 
 The reigning league champions 
are coming off winning their f irst 
title since 1996. 
 Santa Barbara wil l enter the 
tournament as the No. 2 seed and 
wil l play its f irst match in the 
quarterf ina ls aga inst a familiar 
opponent, No. 7 seeded Cal Poly. 
 The matchup this coming weekend 
offers the Mustangs a chance to 
avenge their recent slump to a 
Gaucho program that has defeated 
them handily these past few seasons. 
 The last game between UCSB and 
Cal Poly came just a week ago during 
which the Gauchos were able to best 
Cal Poly 4-1, marking the third 
consecutive season UCSB came out 
on top in the Blue-Green rivalry. 
 Emerging as key players for the 
Gauchos’ previous matches against 
the Mustangs have been senior 
Jaimee Gilbertson, junior Amanda 
Atanasson and junior Nata lie Da 
Silveira, who won each of their 
doubles and singles matches played 
over the weekend.
 The hot streaks these players are 

currently on are largely representative 
of the impressive overall team play 
the Gauchos have developed over the 
past month. 
 In addition to benef itting from 
having f ive returners from the 2015-
16 team, Santa Barbara is a more 
enticing team to keep an eye on 
entering into the tournament, as it 
carries a seven-match winning streak 
into the postseason.  
 However, for Cal Poly, the outlook 
coming into the tournament has been 
a bit less optimistic. 
 The team barely missed out on 
having to play this Thursday in the 
f irst round in which the No. 8 and 9 
seeds face off. 
 Yet, even if the Mustangs had 
won, they would have been forced 
to face the unbeaten No. 1 Hawaii 
Rainbow Wahine. 
 Instead, the Mustangs get a 
second look at the Gauchos in the 
quarterf inals and hope to perform 
better the second time around. 
 In order to perform better against 
UCSB, Cal Poly has to make an 
effort to get ahead early, be it in 
doubles play or in the f irst matches 
of singles play. 
 The Gauchos were simply able to 
dominate the Mustangs, carrying the 
momentum from winning the doubles 
point into singles play during which 
only one Mustang, junior Molly 

Reed, picked up a victory in singles 
play. 
 Stopping the Gauchos before they 
are able to get on a run looks to 
be the only way Cal Poly will be 
able to come out on top or at least 
thoroughly challenge UCSB. 
 Should Santa Barbara get past 
the Mustangs, waiting in the second 
round could potentia l ly be either 
No. 3 Long Beach State or No. 6 UC 
Davis. 
 A good sign for the Gauchos in 
these potential matchups is that the 
team defeated both teams during the 
regular season. 
 The Aggies also suffered a loss 
in the quarterf inals of last year’s 
tournament to UCSB, 4-0. 
 A potential matchup against the 
Beach in this year’s tournament 
could be one of the most exciting.
 Long Beach State possesses a 
long and storied history in the Big 
West Championships, having been 
crowned champions an impressive 12 
times since 2002.  
 The UCSB women’s tennis 
team’s f irst match in the Big West 
Conference Championships is against 
the Cal Poly Mustangs on Friday, 
April 28, at 9 a.m. 
 The championships run unti l 
Sunday, April 30, on which the 
championship match will be played 
at 9 a.m. 

After winning its first Big West Tournament title since 1996 last season, UCSB could possibly repeat this upcoming weekend

UCSB Gears Up for Summer Basketball Camps 

Sean White
Sports Editor 
 
 The mission to rebuild the UCSB men’s 
basketball program is in full effect during the 
team’s busy offseason. 
 At the forefront of the Gauchos’ resurgence 
have been the hirings of new Head Coach 
Joe Pasternack along with the additions of 
Associate Coach Louis Reynaud and Director 
of Basketball Operations David Miller to the 
coaching staff thus far. 
 But the offseason grind isn’t just full of 
madness. Rather, it includes some fun, as the 
team’s Twitter account announced it will be 
holding UCSB basketball summer camps last 
Tuesday.
 “Our focus with this is that Coach 
Pasternack really wants to get out in the 
community,” Miller said. “[We want to] let 
everyone in Santa Barbara meet our new staff, 
get to know all the kids and, hopefully, make 
new Gaucho fans.”
 The camp aims to “provide boys heading 
into grades 2-8 the opportunity to work 
with our coaches and players on the basic 
fundamentals of the game of basketball.”
 Two camps will be held during the summer: 
June 26-30 in the Thunderdome and Aug. 
14-18 in Robertson Gym. Each camp day is 
scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. and end at 4 p.m. 
 Adding incentive to the camps are the 
scheduled appearances of NBA guest speakers 
— current Detroit Pistons forward Stanley 
Johnson and Orlando Magic forward Aaron 
Gordon — who were both former University 
of Arizona stars during Pasternack’s tenure 

with the program. 
 “We wanted to link Coach Pasternack’s 
former players at Arizona that have had a 
bunch of success,” Miller said. “Also, to show 
the community that those are the type of 
players that we’re looking to bring here: high 
quality, character kids that are successful on 
and off the court. 
 It will be good for them to speak to the kids 
and let them know about basketball but also 
about taking care of business in the classroom 
and community.”
 The city of Santa Barbara is no stranger 
to NBA presence as it has developed into a 
basketball hub over the years. 
 With teams such as the Sacramento Kings, 
Memphis Grizzlies, Cleveland Cavaliers and 
Los Angeles Lakers electing to have their 
training and minicamps at UCSB, Santa 
Barbara’s mellow, relaxing atmosphere has 
become a popular commodity amongst teams 
looking to work hard and develop genuine 
bonding. 
 The P3 Sports Performance facility, located 
near the beach on the American Riviera, serves 
as one of the main offseason attractions to 
many players and teams relocating to Santa 
Barbara. 
 Defined as the “Peak Performance Project,” 
P3 has served as home for training and 
performance enhancement to an array of 
professional, amateur and out-of-state athletes.  
 “With P3 being here, it’s huge for us 
because, NBA guys in general, we want them to 
come work out on our campus; we want them 
to come play in the gym. We want to bridge 
that gap,” Miller explained. “They’re all here 

and training, [which] is perfect because we’re 
less than 10 minutes away from P3. It’ll be 
good to be able to get NBA players to [UCSB], 
especially if they have time to come speak to 
the campers.”
 UCSB has even become home to the 
likes of Kobe Bryant and Michael Jordan as 
the hosting location to each of their youth 
basketball camps. 
 With plans to reinvent the culture of UCSB 
men’s basketball, the team’s staff is committed 
to taking the program beyond the court by 
establishing a universal inf luence amongst its 
supporters. 
 “We want everyone here to see what Coach 
Pasternack is about,” Miller said. “He’s a big 
guy with the kids; his own son is going to be 
here, so he’ll be a camper, too. He really wants 
to show the community that it’s not just about 
winning games; there’s a bigger picture. If we 
can get the whole community involved, that’s 
great. That’s what we want to do, especially 
with these camps so [people] can get to know 
him and our staff.” 
 Ensuring that the team and staff is known 
around campus and within the community 
will be beneficial for a program that has 
been unable to win a Big West conference 
tournament title in recent years. 
 Santa Barbara is coming off a season in 
which it went 6-22 and 4-12 in conference 
play. 
 Determined to utilize its resourceful 
platform at hand, the UCSB men’s basketball 
coaching staff is focused on reinventing Gaucho 
basketball with one primary inf luence: a love 
for the game. 

UCSB is hoping to replicate last season’s finish in which a nine-match win streak led to it earning its first 
ever NCAA Tournament win. The Gauchos are on a seven-match winning streak heading into this Friday.

STEPHEN MANGA / DAILY NEXUS 

Courtesy of ucsbgauchos.com

Title winners in three of the last four Big West Conference tournaments, including two consecutive 
finals victories, Santa Barbara hopes to win its eighth championship at Indian Wells Tennis Garden. 

STEPHEN MANGA / DAILY NEXUS 

The process to reinvent UCSB men’s basketball goes beyond the court 
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Austin Cole
Staff Writer 

While UCSB baseball hosted and dropped two out of three games this last week-
end to an impressive San Diego State Aztecs team, UCSB junior second baseman 
Colton Burns believes he understands what has motivated the Aztecs to turn it 
around this year. 

A former high school and junior college teammate of Burns, junior SDSU out-
fielder Chad Bible was set to start his first full Division I collegiate season, but 
on January 10, 2017, just before the season got under way, he was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. 

“We had this weekend circled on our calendars to play against each other for the 
first time,” Burns said. “You would never wish the timing of something like that to 
happen to anybody, but it fires me up to see that the guys over there have rallied 
around him so well this season.”

Last year Bible became one of the most highly scouted prospects in California 
after leading the state in homeruns and RBIs at the junior college level. But even 
during that impressive season, he says, he could tell something was wrong.

 “I woke up one day last May and had this lump in my neck,” Bible said. “The 
doctor said it was normal for kids my age to get inflammation there sometimes, so 
because of that and the way I was playing, I just never thought anything of it.”

However, more lumps appeared throughout the summer as he geared up to trans-
fer from College of the Canyons to SDSU for the fall semester. Bible even admits 
that his girlfriend grew annoyed with him during the summer because all he wanted 
to do was sleep after games. 

Bible’s dad, Mike, also stated that he always had concerns, adding, “It just never 
felt right to me from the beginning, and it wasn’t until the third or fourth check-up 
where they said, ‘I think it’s a waste of your time to get another scan’ that I started 
to believe it was nothing to worry about.” 

Luckily, Bible told a trainer at SDSU, who referred him to the team doctor. Other 
tests were done, leading to the biopsy in December of 2016.

Then came the news that he had cancer. 
“I didn’t really hear anything after the doctor said ‘cancer,’” Bible said. “But after 

they went into detail that I would have to drop out of school, quit playing baseball 
and move home for treatment, all I asked was that we started treatment the day after 
playing Fullerton.”

After getting the reluctant “okay” from the doctor, Bible said, “That was so huge 
for me to be able to do that and to not see all this work I’ve put in over the years go 
to waste.”

Getting a chance to play Fullerton was another contest circled on Bible’s calendar 
from a long time ago because it was the university he attended out of high school. 
He redshirted his freshman year there, then transferred to College of the Canyons, 
before finally landing himself at SDSU.

When looking back on it, Bible uses humor to downplay the situation.
“I got along great with those guys at Fullerton, and I’ve never been a cancer in 

the clubhouse,” he said. “But for whatever reason, the coach and I there just never 
saw eye to eye.”

Through the first five games of the season, Bible batted clean-up for the Aztecs, 
eager to prove to himself and his former Fullerton coach that he could play at the 
Division 1 level. 

On February 22, 2017, Bible went 2-for-4 in a Wednesday night matchup versus 
the Fullerton Titans, which would improve and conclude his batting average at .318 
for the season, as he would begin treatment the next morning.

With each ensuing inning, things grew more emotional at Fullerton, though few 
in attendance knew it. Each time Bible stepped up to the plate, his family could be 
seen taking pictures of each at-bat behind the SDSU dugout, wiping away tears in 
the process. 

 The Aztecs went on to earn a 5-4 victory that night following a save by SDSU 
closer CJ Saylor, who gave the game ball to Bible. 

 Knowing he would be making his way to start his first round of chemotherapy at 
the City of Hope in Los Angeles just five hours later, Bible received a hug from each 
of the Fullerton players in line for handshakes. Some he knew and many he did not, 
but all were deeply moved by his story. 

 Bible’s dad recalls the moment as the most emotional one of his life.
 “It wasn’t about the logo on your hat or the colors on your uniform that night,” 

he said. “It was just a bunch of dudes showing love and respect for something bigger 
than baseball.”

 Bible stated that the prognosis for him is great, adding that the survival rate is 90 
to 95 percent. He has already gone through three rounds of treatment with five more 
scheduled every other week through the month of June.   

 He says that he has developed hope from athletes who have walked in his shoes 
before, such as current Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo and pitcher Jon Lester. 
Both players were diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma during their careers and 
made full recoveries after their treatment. In fact, Lester was so moved by Bible’s 
story that he reached out via text during his treatment.

 “I just want to be an inspiration like those guys,” Bible said. “I mean, people can 
feel bad, and that’s all fine and dandy. But what I really want is for people to see me 
smiling, fighting cancer or playing baseball and ask themselves, like, ‘Wow, what’s 
my excuse?’”

 Before the Aztecs began accumulating a 29-12 record this season, a major 

turnaround from last year’s disappointing 21-win season, SDSU pitcher Dominic 
Purpura came up with a way to pay tribute to Bible throughout the season in a form 
inspired by their offseason Navy S.E.A.L. training in Coronado. 

 Purpura had dog tags made for both the players and coaches, who each received 
two tags. One tag is personalized with the person’s name, while the other tag reads 
as follows: 

 “San Diego State Baseball 2017”
 “Family Forever”
 “TG19 DTR,” in honor of the former head coach Tony Gwynn, who passed away, 

and his slogan “Do things right.”
 And below is a nod to Bible, with his initials and number.
 “Fearless CMB23”
 “To be honest, I just started crying,” Bible said. “It meant so much to know that 

this fight that I am going through is not all for waste, and I couldn’t thank Dom 
enough for that.”

Behind the Seams: SDSU’s Chad Bible Won’t Allow Cancer to Strikeout His Dreams

DUSTIN HARRIS / DAILY NEXUS 

Abolishing the NFL Draft: Resisting the ‘Shield’s’ Flawed System for Incoming Players
Spencer Ault
Staff Writer 

 The Cleveland Browns will pick first overall in the 2017 National Football 
League Draft on Thursday. This will be the 10th time in the 18 years since the 
Browns re-entered the league that the team picks in the top 10 of the draft.
 The most common argument in support of the draft is that it encourages 
parity, but that clearly hasn’t worked out for the Browns. Despite their many 
early draft picks, Cleveland hasn’t seen a winning season since 2007 and the 
playoffs since 2002.
 This example of mediocrity shows us fans one thing: It’s time to abolish 
the NFL draft.  
 I’d like to abolish the NBA and NHL drafts as well, while we’re at it, but 
for now I’m willing to settle for just the NFL.
 As currently constituted, the NFL draft incentivizes losing and denies 
incoming players any sort of agency when it comes to their salary or 
workplace. All that and the draft doesn’t even really improve parity of a league 
that has seen many of the same teams make the playoffs year in and year out.
 Under the rules of the NFL’s Collective Bargaining Agreement, rookies are 
the best deals in the league. That’s because their contracts are constrained by 
the rookie wage scale, which keeps their f irst-year salaries artif icially low so 
teams could get a great investment.
 Per the terms of the CBA, each team has a rookie pool it can spend on its 
draft picks, with the size of the pool descending as the picks get lower. Spotrac 
estimates that the Browns will only be able to offer the first overall pick a 
contract worth a total of $30 million over four years. 
 That’s a whole lot less compared to former first overall pick Sam Bradford’s 
$76 million contract given to him by the then St. Louis Rams after drafting 
him in 2010, which is, understandably, upsetting to this year’s pick (Myles 
Garrett, if the Browns are smart) since he would earn probably double without 
the rookie wage scale. 
 In fact, the rookie wage scale only exists because teams went overboard 
with their rookie deals prior to its implementation, such as in the case of 
Bradford, who only spent four years in St. Louis throwing for only 11,065 
yards, 59 touchdowns and 38 interceptions for a very average 80.1 quarterback 
rating.
 This wage scale makes it so that rookies are the most cost-effective 
commodities in the NFL. Oakland Raiders defensive end Khalil Mack, for 

instance, who won the Defensive Player of the Year award last season, is still 
on his rookie deal, a four-year contract worth $18 million, per Spotrac. Von 
Miller, the player Mack beat out for DPOY last season, currently has a six-year 
$114.5 million contract. In 2017, Mack provided the Raiders with Von Miller-
level production for just 15 percent of the price.
 No wonder teams like the Browns choose to tank. Only through the draft 
can teams find elite talent that costs as much as a middling veteran.

 Thanks to the draft system, NFL teams have a strong incentive to tank in 
order to secure a high pick. In my mind, any system that encourages losing is 
a broken system that requires major reformation.
 That reformation doesn’t have to be complicated. In fact, it’s as easy as 
simply making incoming players free agents and creating a set rookie-free 
agency period.
 This change would wipe out any incentive to lose and would allow all 
teams to compete to sign the best rookie talents. There would be no rookie 
wage scale to artif icially depress the wages of players like Khalil Mack and 
players would at last have the ability to choose where they want to start their 
careers.
 In many ways, the new rookie system would work like college recruiting. 
Teams, starting with the opening of the rookie-signing period, would work to 
court the top rookies of each class with fat contracts and promises of playing 
time, and each player would be able to choose from a variety of suitors.
 The existing salary cap would still be in place to act as a restriction on any 
one team’s ambitions during the rookie free-agency period. 
Sure, the Cowboys might be able to attract more rookie interest than other 
teams, but they’d only be able to sign as many top rookies as they could fit 
under the salary cap.
 Bad teams like the Browns would still have somewhat of an advantage in 
the new order, given their large amounts of cap space. All that space would 
come in handy when competing for the top rookies. Myles Garrett might 
love Texas, but that doesn’t mean he’s going to turn down additional tens of 
millions of dollars the Browns or 49ers can offer him.
 Most importantly, the new rookie system would prioritize and reward 
smart teams. 
 There are undervalued gems like Julian Edelman and Antonio Brown 
in every draft, players who in the new system would be available for cheap. 
While the Cowboys might go around pulling in one or two big names with 
big deals, other teams could snap up lots of these low-cost, high-value players. 
It’s what the Patriots and Steelers have been doing for years.
 Shifting from a draft to a rookie free-agency period would be a massive, 
but necessary, shift. It’s high time that the NFL and the NFLPA give rookies 
some actual power upon entering the league. 
 Abolishing the draft would do that while simultaneously eliminating 
losing incentives in the NFL. That’s a win-win, and it won’t come at the cost 
of the NFL’s treasured parity. 

UCSB Unphased by Regular Season, Looks for Fresh Start Against LBSU Friday
Tommy Pardini
Staff Writer 
 
 As the No. 6 seed in this week ’s Big 
West Tournament, the No. 17 UCSB 
women’s water polo team will try to make 
history for the second-straight season.
 This year it will involve accomplishing 
something that no team has ever done in 
the Big West tourney: Win the conference 
title as the sixth seed. The sixth seed 
in the Big West Tournament has only 
f inished above f ifth place once when Long 
Beach State was the runner-up in 2011. 
 “This presents a new challenge for us 
going in,” Head Coach Serela Kay said. 
“But for the Big West, the teams are so 
close that it doesn’t matter who you play 
and who you open up with because any 
game will be a great game.”
 A lot can change from one season to 
the next, especially when you begin a 
season with half the team made up of new 
players, eight freshmen and one transfer. 
In addition to a host of new players, 
playing a majority of games on the road 
and at neutral sites may have took a toll 
on UCSB’s performance. 
 The Gauchos played 18 of thier 27 
regular season games away from Campus 
Pool. They went 2-4 on the road and 8-4 
at neutral facilities a ll while going 5-4 at 
home, a stark contrast from last season’s 
10-4 home record.
 Santa Barbara nearly f inished with 
identical away and neutral record last 
year, ending 1-4 and 8-6 respectively. 
Exactly one year ago, the Gauchos were 
f lying high after taking home their f irst 

ever Big West Tournament title. 
 Now, for the f irst time ever, they’re 
at the bottom of the Big West standings 
trying to defend the crown.
 The tournament begins on Friday for 
UCSB when it takes on third-seeded No. 
12 Long Beach State, who delivered a 
crushing blow to the Gauchos two weeks 
ago in a six-overtime Senior Day thriller.
 Santa Barbara had plenty of chances 
to win the game throughout the plethora 
of overtimes and prove it could hang with 
Long Beach, but it narrowly fell short.
 The 49ers’ two leading goal scorers 
were the difference in the contest. 
 The standout redshirt senior defender 
Christina Kotsia scored a hat trick, while 
junior utility Virginia Smith netted two 
goals in the 8-7 nail-biter.
 “I don’t think we have to do anything 
differently,” Kay said. “We went to six 
overtimes with them so it was anybody’s 
game, so our game plan doesn’t change.”
 Last weekend Long Beach came up 
short against Big West regular season 
champion UC Irvine in an attempt to 
establish itself as one of the conference 
best.
 The 49ers only mustered three goals, 
a ll from the second half, but held the 
Anteaters, who f inished undefeated in 
conference play (5-0), to just six goals 
in the defeat. Surely, the 49ers have 
been eyeing the start of the conference 
tournament for a while now. 
 After being unable to capitalize upon 
its No. 1 seeding last season in which 
it lost to No. 4 seeded Hawaii 7-6 in 
overtime. 

 UCSB is 2-2 against LBSU all time in 
the conference tournament, most recently 
in 2015, when Santa Barbara defeated 
Long Beach in overtime in a game for 
f if th place.
 The last four meetings between these 
two sides have all been decided by just one 
goal.
 If the Gauchos can get their revenge on 
the 49ers, they will match up against the 
No. 2 seed Hawaii Saturday afternoon.
 UCSB took down Hawaii in last year’s 
tournament f ina l 11-5, a loss that is 
certainly stil l in the heads of the Rainbow 
Wahine.
 If UCSB loses to Long Beach State, it 
will play the loser of UC Davis versus Cal 
State Northridge in the f ifth-place game 
on Saturday.
 With a four-game losing streak, their 
longest since February 2016, the Gauchos 
are ready to give it their a ll this weekend 
in their tit le defense.
 As for the mindset of the team, the 
reigning Big West Coach of the Year kept 
it simple: “Finish strong.”
 Having such a mindset will hopefully 
result in a resi l ient ending to an 
underwhelming regular season for UCSB.
 The last two Big West Tournament 
champions have been the hosts of the 
event, Hawaii in 2015 and UCSB last 
year.
 All the highs and lows of this campaign 
come down to this one tournament that 
will def ine the season for the Gauchos.
 UCSB faces Long Beach State on 
Friday, April 29, at 2 p.m. at the Schaal 
Aquatic Center at UC Davis.

Despite an underwhelming finish to conference play, going winless at 0-5, the Gauchos get a 
chance to defend their title as they seek to become the first ever No. 6 seed to win the final. 

DUSTIN HARRIS / DAILY NEXUS 
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Having played in seven games, sophomore outfielder Chad Bible is on 
track to safe recovery after news of having a 90-95 percent survival rate.

Courtesy of Dave Kuhn, SDSU asst. SID 
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ARTSWEEK
The Regrettes Bring Beach Punk to Velvet Jones

Ryan Hykes
Reporter

In the midst of the trendy bars, picturesque beach 
sunsets and Spanish architecture of Santa Barbara, 
punk rock stil l l ives at Velvet Jones. Last Friday night, 
the L.A.-based upstarts known as The Regrettes 
rocked Santa Barbara with openers nucklehead and 
Pancho and The Wizards.  

Velvet Jones holds a unique position among Santa 
Barbara’s great music venues. Everything about the 
place elevates it from a simple concert venue to a 
communal space for like-minded people to mosh and 
go insane together. There’re the rebellious red walls 
and lighting. There’s the black-and-white mural of a 
guitarist f lipping off the crowd. There’s the “rock-on” 
gesture in the Velvet Jones logo behind the stage. It 
al l adds up to form a very welcoming space that feels 
specialized in the type of community it aims to serve. 
When talking to fellow concertgoers, a few claimed 
Velvet Jones as their favorite venue. It ’s intimate, but 
not cramped. It ’s punk, but stil l inviting. 

The night began with Pancho and The Wizards, 
who perfectly embodied the new California beach 
punk skater aesthetic. The San Luis Obispo band 
led by their overalls-wearing frontman Tristan Cole 
Wildey, or Pancho, showed a lot of potential. Pancho’s 
vocals perfectly cut through the more noisy backing 
instrumentation and deliver some funny and tightly 
written lyrics. The band also did a great job bringing 
the energy throughout the set with the group’s bassist 
jamming out in the crowd for a portion of one of the 
songs. It ’s easy to envision Pancho and The Wizards 
moving up in the punk scene here in California.

Fol lowing Pancho and The Wizards was the 
Ventura-based punk band nucklehead. This group 

similarly drew inspiration from the California beach 
skater punk scene, but went about it a different way. 
While Pancho’s vocals were clear and crisp and sepa-
rated themselves from the mix, nucklehead ’s vocals 
were the opposite and utilized heavy mic reverb to 
create a sound that reminded me of some of the hard-
er Descendants cuts.  As their set was wrapping up, a 
few audience members yelled out for one of the band ’s 
most popular cuts, “Burrito,” which is about rushing 
to the toilet after a bad burrito. The crowd went nuts 
and the beginnings of a mosh pit that would soon 
envelop Velvet Jones began to form.

If you find yourself at a show at Velvet Jones on 
a Friday night, you might find yourself intensely 
hungry like I was last week. Luckily, at Velvet Jones 
there’s Mac N Cheese After Dark. I ordered without 
ever having to leave the building, but you can also 
order out front, where many drunk clubgoers were 
taking full advantage of the dish. Then, finally, the 
main event was here: The Regrettes.

The audience packed toward the stage as the band 
came out. While it took a while to get going, by the 
third song the crowd was going nuts. Bright pastel-
colored balloons were knocked about by the jumping 
mass of people as the moshing got more intense. The 
energy that fil led the room felt so contagious that 
I rushed into the pit knowing my glasses could be 
destroyed with one rogue elbow — but I didn’t care. 
During one of the band ’s best songs, “Picture Perfect,” 
lead singer Lydia Night came into the audience and 
sang the catchy-as-hell refrain with the crowd as we 
were all dancing. I guarantee it was the coolest thing 
that happened in Santa Barbara that night. 

As I started getting tired, I moved to the back of 
the pit to get some air and saw a sound tech a mere 
10 to 15 feet away from the pit precariously balanc-
ing two iPads f i l led with green and yel low sound 
monitors on one arm. I do not understand what he 
was thinking, but luckily for him, the pit stayed rela-
tively contained, and by the time the infamous wal l 
of death began a few songs later, he was gone. W hile 
you might be thinking something cal led the wal l 
of death seems idiotic and reckless, which I assure 
you it is, it ’s something I had to experience at least 
once. That’s the thing that makes moshing fun in the 
f irst place. I soon saw how crazy it could be when a 
ful ly-grown man got knocked to the ground beside 
my feet, but I soon helped him to his feet and he was 
back moshing. That’s what makes Velvet Jones spe-
cial. You feel the community atmosphere and when a 
band as charismatic as The Regrettes performs, the 
audience wil l have an amazing time. I asked bassist 

Sage Nicole after the show how the band is able to 
transfer their energy to the audience so wel l and 
she said, “It ’s something that came natural ly, real ly. 
Once we got more used to performing, we’ve tr ied to 
play it up.” 

You might think from my description of the show 
that The Regrettes is a band of veteran rockers, but 
you would be wrong. None of them are even seniors 

in high school. That is what is perhaps most excit-
ing about The Regrettes. They aren’t just a high 
school rock band, they are a ful ly f ledged, intensely 
energetic band with hard-hitting punk songs and a 
nostalgic pop-appeal that a lso happen to be teenag-
ers. As I travel led back home covered in sweat not 
entirely my own, I knew that a l l of us in that mosh 
pit that night had experienced something special.

‘Raging Bull’ Takes on Violence with Movie Magic

Ryan Song
Reporter

In the 1970s, d irector Mart in Scorsese burst 
into the f i lm industr y with a promising future. 
Col laborating with actor Robert De Niro on works 
such as Mean Streets  and Taxi Dr iver,  the duo consol-
idated their strong director-actor relat ionship early 
on in their careers. This col laboration lasted wel l 
into their respective careers — their big col labora-
t ion f i lm of the ’80s is the now-classic R ag ing Bull.

Based on t he rea l- l i fe stor y of boxer Ja ke 
LaMotta, R ag ing Bull recounts var ious f ights and 
l ife events that marked the r ise and fa l l of the 
renow ned boxer. On T hursday, Apr i l 20, UCSB’s 
Carsey-Wolf Center hosted makeup art ist and UCSB 
a lumnus Michael Westmore to discuss the making 
of the movie with f i lm and media studies professor 
A nna Brusutti. 

Dur ing the Q& A discussion after the screen-
ing of the f i lm, Brusutti remarked that one of the 
main themes in the f i lm is the idea of v iolence. 

Dur ing the f irst match of the f i lm, Scorsese hints 
at the v iolent nature of the boxing matches that 
wi l l inf luence LaMotta’s personal l i fe. In the f irst 
boxing match a lone, the hectic nature of the event 
sug gests that the audience demands to see this v io-
lence for their ow n enjoy ment. At the beginning of 
the f i lm, the audience a lready knows that LaMotta 
has a v iolent side as he displays a verbal attack 
(and smal l physica l one) toward somebody early on 
the f i lm. W hi le a montage later in the f i lm can be 
inter preted as a passage of t ime, it could a lso sug-
gest a part of his l i fe when his v iolent nature began 
to slowly bui ld inside in context of this theme, as 
sug gested by the var ious f ights interlaced into the 
sequence. Ult imately, Scorsese a lso proves that v io-
lence is an endless cyc le that can inf luence others 
to act simi larly.

Most of this is demonstrated through LaMotta’s 
personal ity and De Niro’s portraya l. As a charac-
ter, LaMotta is bruta l in the r ing yet control l ing 
outside. It ’s a lmost as if Scorsese is tr y ing to make 
the point that LaMotta was a product of a society 
that wanted him to beat people merci lessly to gain 
acceptance from them. As a result, LaMotta exerted 
complete control over those he loved, as demon-
strated when he questioned any t ime his second 
wife Vick ie (Cathy Moriarty) k issed other men as 
a form of greeting or remarked that someone was 
simply good-looking.

W hi le LaMotta’s character on paper would be 
enough to show this change, it was De Niro’s dedica-
t ion to the role that made the f inished performance 
more meaningful. Westmore remarked, “[De Niro] 
trained so thoroughly that trainers were say ing, 
‘He could actual ly go into the r ing [and] he prob-
ably would win.” W hi le it is commonly accepted 
for actors to fu l ly dedicate themselves to a certain 
role such as weight loss, Westmore reminisced on 
var ious t imes when De Niro would want the most 
minute parts of his character to be as accurate as 
possible.

In one aspect of f i lming the mov ie, De Niro 

wanted his hair to look l ike LaMotta’s instead of 
wear ing a wig. Westmore explained spending hours 
tr y ing to rearrange De Niro’s hair to look as accu-
rate as possible. For one scene, Brusutti noted a dis-
continuity in the f low of the scene which involved 
confett i. Both Scorsese and De Niro wanted to keep 
the confett i on LaMotta’s face, and the scene ended 
up taking 10 days to shoot because Westmore had to 
put confett i on De Niro’s face ever y shoot.

W hi le De Niro’s performance helped note the 
certain points of LaMotta’s l i fe that led him to a 
v iolent path, the sound in the f i lm was used wel l 
to make audience members hear the impact of his 
destructiveness. One can hear a l l the punches hit, 
as the sound is what can g ive audience members the 
react ion the movie wants them to have. In one scene 
involv ing LaMotta’s brother slamming someone’s 
head with a car door, one does not see the person 
affected by this act ion. However, with the sound, 
one can c learly picture the possible image in his or 
her head.

Ult imately, it is the makeup that not only shows 
the bruta l ef fect of the v iolence on screen but a lso 
traces LaMotta’s l i fe through the 23 years used to 
account his r ise and fa l l . Regarding its use of v io-
lence, one can see the effect the punches in the r ing 
have on a boxer. Westmore explained how he used 
tubes on De Niro’s face for the bloody punches. 
Even though the f i lm is shot in black and white, the 
showcasing of blood is st i l l ef fect ive for the plot of 
the movie, as there is l itt le color contrast as sug-
gested by Westmore at the discussion, and br ings 
about a more poetic style to the scenes.

However, the makeup is a lso used for the most 
subt le detai ls in the f i lm. Westmore uses it for 
sma l ler moments, such as the ma keup done to 
L aMotta to show his roughness and Vic k ie to 
show her pur ity. He a lso uses his sk i l ls in makeup 
to create front cast-ons to make De Niro appear 
older than he is. Westmore explained that the rea l 
LaMotta’s skul l was thicker than most men’s.

At the t ime the f i lm was released, Westmore had 
tr ied to br ing makeup to the forefront. Westmore 
was g iven a specia l Oscar for his ef forts in this f i lm. 
A year after this f i lm was released, the Oscars cre-
ated the “Best Makeup and Hairstyl ing” categor y. 
In addit ion to the screening and Q& A, some of the 
makeup work and props used for the f i lm were on 
display, such as notes for “Sugar R ay” Robinson, 
makeup and three prosthetic noses.

Westmore even explained to the audience that 
R ag ing Bull  was more of a documentar y, as there 
were people involved in the rea l events who helped 
inform the cast and crew of what actual ly happened. 
Indeed, it ’s no wonder that UCSB’s Carsey-Wolf 
Center wanted to screen this f i lm, addit iona l ly 
inv it ing Westmore, who prov ided audience members 
insight into the process of f i lmmaking through his 
personal exper iences.

Renowned makeup artist and UCSB alumnus Michael Westmore returned to
 campus for a discussion on his work for the ‘80s masterpiece

The teen rockers hailing from Eagle Rock provided sun-soaked guitar sounds 
and raw energy for a rowdy crowd last Friday night

The energy that filled the 
room felt so contagious that 
I rushed into the pit knowing 
that my glasses could be 
destroyed by one rogue 
elbow — but I didn’t 
care. 

“

”
Courtesy of The Regrettes

Ultimately, it is the makeup 
that not only shows the 
brutal effect of the violence 
on screen, but also traces 
LaMotta’s life through the 
23 years used to account 
his rise and fall. 

“

”

Courtesy of Cine Archive 
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COACHELLA 2017: In Review

Courtesy of Do LaB

Frankie Horne
Senior Staff Writer

	 Coachella	just	keeps	getting	bigger.	This	year,	not	only	
were	the	grounds	literally	pushed	outward	on	the	far	end,	
giving	 the	 Outdoor	 Theatre	 and	 Gobi	 and	 Mojave	 tents	
more	 room	 (and	 less	 bleed	 of	 audiences	 and	 sound	 from	
Sahara	and	the	main	stage),	but	over	20,000	more	festival	
goers	 were	 admitted	 for	 each	 weekend.	 Also,	 two	 new,	
desert-themed	tents	were	added	(or	a	net	of	one	tent,	if	you	
subtract	 James	 Murphy’s	 Despacio	 experience	 from	 last	
year):	the	punk	and	DIY-focused	Sonora	and	the	breathtak-
ing	digital	art	project,	the	Antarctic.	As	the	music	festival	
of	music	festivals	grows	up	and	out,	with	more	feet	stomp-
ing	 grass	 and	 more	 eyes	 looking	 in,	 it	 stakes	 more	 of	 a	
claim	in	California	youth	culture.	So,	Artsweek	visited	the	
fest	this	past	weekend	to	take	it	all	in	and	break	it	all	down.
	 Our	 generation’s	 rockstar,	 Mac DeMarco,	 won	 the	
Outdoor	crowd	over	Friday	afternoon	with	his	trademark	
gap-toothed	 charm.	 Vibing	 effortlessly	 with	 his	 band-
mates	 and	 friends,	 Joe,	 Jon	 and	 Andy,	 Mac’s	 playfulness	
was	as	infectious	as	ever.	Lampooning	both	the	culture	of	
high-profile	guest	appearances	at	the	fest	and	the	culture	
of	 popular	 mediocrity,	 the	 band	 welcomed	 “Ed	 Sheeran”	
to	 the	 stage	 in	 the	 form	 of	 redheaded	 friend	 and	 former	
bassist	Pierce	McGarry,	who	displayed	an	affected	British	
accent.	Mac	has	earned	this	little	jab;	even	as	he	continues	
to	accrue	more	and	more	followers	and	influence,	he’s	con-
tinued	to	develop	his	talents.	As	he	belted	out	the	first	“Oh	
baby”	of	one	of	his	best	and	most	rarely	performed	songs,	
“My	 Kind	 of	 Woman,”	 he	 displayed	 an	 almost	 stunning	
vocal	acuity	that	stood	out	from	his	usual	low	talk-singing	

of	 shows	 past.	 His	 emphatic	 performance	 filled	 out	 the	
range	of	the	song,	and	his	 increased	singing	chops	paired	
with	 the	 comfortable	 tightness	 of	 his	 band	 made	 this	 an	
act	 not	 to	 miss	 over	 these	 weekends.	 UCSB	 class	 of	 2016	
alumnus	Dar	Sadeghi	counted	himself	a	fan	after	the	set,	
saying	that	he	thought	it	was	“the	best	I’ve	seen	this	week-
end.”
	 Thank	 you,	 bass	 god.	 Thundercat	 started	 late	 in	 the	
Mojave	 on	 Saturday,	 probably	 just	 because	 he	 was	 busy	
anointing	 his	 magic	 fingers	 for	 the	 show.	 When	 he	 took	
the	 stage,	 TCat	 was	 rocking	 his	 irreverent	 style	 with	 a	
gothic,	 cartoon-villain	 gargoyle	 headdress	 complete	 with	
horns,	wings,	gilded	demon-skull	shoulder	pads	and	what	
looked	like	rondels	made	of	shrunken	nun	heads.	Despite	
the	get-up,	the	virtuoso’s	skills	spoke	for	themselves	as	he	
slapped	and	plucked	his	six-string’s	way	through	jams	like	
“Heartbreaks	+	Setbacks”	and	“Them	Changes.”	Musician-
comedian	Reggie Watts	joined	Thundercat	and	his	pair	of	
bandmates	 (a	 pianist/synth	 player	 and	 a	 drummer)	 for	 a	
few	vocal	riffs,	but	his	mic	was	off	through	the	first	chunk	
of	his	performance.	Some	more	sound	 issues	affected	the	
set,	 such	 as	 the	 low	 ends	 of	 the	 bass	 being	 too	 high	 and	
drowning	some	other	sounds	out,	but	the	remarkable	skill	
and	 gusto	 on	 display	 compensated.	 Thundercat	 wound	
down	with	a	medley	of	songs	he	helped	produce	for	other	
artists,	leading	Flying	Lotus’s	“MmmHmm”	into	Kendrick	
Lamar’s	“Complexion”	and	back	again.
	 One	of	the	most	impressive	acts	to	inaugurate	the	new	
Sonora	 tent	 was	 a	 punk	 act	 out	 of	 Rhode	 Island	 called	
Downtown Boys.	Their	performance	burst	with	radically	
political	energy,	with	 lead	singer	Victoria	Ruiz	calling	for	
the	 redistribution	 of	 power	 and	 wealth	 and	 the	 end	 of	
white	 supremacy	 in	 between	 her	 bouts	 of	 wild	 shaking,	
bouncing	and	bilingual	chanting	of	songs	like	“(Brown	and	
Smart)”	 and	 their	 sax-heavy	 Springsteen	 cover	 “Dancing	
In	The	Dark.”	As	their	Saturday	set	of	weekend	two	coin-
cided	with	Earth	Day	and	the	March	for	Science	across	the	
nation,	 the	 band	 led	 a	 small	 march	 of	 their	 own	 “toward	
the	phallic-looking	sculptures	and	back.”
	 On	 Saturday	 night,	 the	 Yuma	 tent	 hosted	 a	 superset	
with	 pro	 DJs	 Floating Points,	 Daphni (aka Caribou)	
and	 Four Tet.	 The	 three	 spent	 time	 mixing	 and	 trading	
off	at	the	helm,	experimenting	with	each	other’s	beats	and	
basslines	 to	 make	 new	 permutations	 of	 house	 for	 the	 lab	
mice	in	the	crowd	to	boogie	down	to.	All	three	are	modern	
powerhouses	of	the	genre	in	their	own	right,	so	their	col-
laboration	proved	a	pleasure	to	shake	it	to.
	 Like	 the	 man	 of	 the	 hour,	 Kendrick,	 would	 later	 on	
Sunday	night,	DC	rapper	GoldLink tore	down	the	 lamely	
common	 discussion	 of	 whether	 live	 rappers	 can	 put	 on	 a	
good	show.	GoldLink	hosted	a	party	in	the	Mojave,	starting	
with	a	few	songs	of	his	own	in	front	of	flashing	traffic	light	
props	 before	 MCing	 a	 breakdown	 of	 age-old	 hits	 to	 bring	
up	the	hype	 level,	 including	hitting	a	mean	air	guitar	riff	
to	 “Smells	Like	Teen	Spirit.”	Link	wasted	no	 time	getting	
right	back	to	“the	regularly	scheduled	programming,”	per-
forming	 “Late	 Night”	 with	 Masego	 and	 “Some	 Girl”	 with	
Steve Lacy,	who	went	on	to	perform	his	own	song	“Ryd.”	It	
was	a	good	weekend	for	Lacy,	the	guitarist	of	The	Internet,	
who	would	 later	be	given	a	shoutout	by	Kendrick	himself	
after	his	performance	of	“Pride,”	which	Lacy	co-produced.

	 Like	 in	 Justice’s	 f lawless	 set	 the	 following	 night,	
you	could	feel	the	Franco-groove	DNA	Breakbot	shares	
with	 Daft	 Punk	 f lowing	 through	 their	 showstopping	
performance	 in	 the	 Gobi.	 Though	 Breakbot	 is	 techni-
cally	 the	 solo	 project	 of	 Thibaut	 Jean-Marie	 Michel	
Berland,	the	full	band	that	joined	the	leveled	tiers	of	his	
picturesque	 stage	 set-up	 filled	 out	 the	 lush,	 energetic	
sound	of	his	songs.	Vocalists	Irfane	and	Yasmin	matched	
and	 cranked	 up	 the	 vigorous	 boogie	 of	 their	 audience,	
maintaining	 crystal	 clear	 vocals	 while	 dancing	 in	 step	
with	 the	 guitarist	 and	 bassist.	 Yasmin	 and	 Irfane	 (in	
his	 salmon	 pink	 suit	 matching	 Berland’s	 all-white	 one)	
balanced	the	stoic	expertise	of	Berland	on	the	keys,	and	
by	 the	 time	 they	 broke	 into	 their	 hit	 “Baby	 I’m	 Yours,”	
everyone	 in	 the	 crowd	 had	 tossed	 their	 inhibitions	 off	
like	the	sweat	on	their	brows.
	 One	of	the	most	anticipated	performers	of	the	week-
end,	 legendary	 composer	 Hans Zimmer	 brought	 “a	
cello	 concerto	 to	 the	 desert,”	 and	 then	 some.	 With	
over	 30	 people	 on	 stage,	 including	 a	 full	 orchestra	
and	 choir,	 Zimmer	 led	 the	 Outdoor	 audience	 through	
intricate	arrangements	of	scores	from	movies	 like	“The	
Lion	 King,”	 “Pirates	 of	 the	 Caribbean”	 and	 “Inception.” 
Though	perhaps	not	everyone	in	the	festival	crowd	was	
ready	 for	 Cellochella,	 as	 depending	 on	 where	 you	 were	
standing	 the	 people	 around	 you	 might’ve	 continued	
their	roaring	babble	over	the	performance.
	 The	 act	 that	 everyone	 was	 waiting	 for	 all	 weekend	
blew	Coachella	away	on	Sunday	night.	Kendrick Lamar,	
indisputably	 the	 greatest	 rapper	 of	 our	 time,	 had	 an	
easy	 go	 cementing	 his	 pinnacled	 place	 in	 not	 only	 the	
game	but	in	his	genre,	his	art	and	his	work.	Decked	out	

in	 matching	 black-and-white	 Chinese	 martial	 arts	 uni-
forms	to	fit	the	Kung	Fu	Kenny	persona	carried	through	
DAMN.,	he	launched	mercilessly	into	cuts	from	the	new	
album	and	classics	alike.	Lamar	rapped	“DNA.,”	 “XXX.”	
and	 “ELEMENT.”	 with	 as	 much	 finesse	 and	 precision	
as	 “Backseat	 Freestyle,”	 “untitled	 02”	 and	 his	 remix	 of	
“Bitch,	Don’t	Kill	My	Vibe.”	The	weekend	two	crowd	was	
privileged	 with	 a	 little	 more	 time	 to	 learn	 all	 the	 new	
lyrics.	 Kendrick	 interluded	 his	 show	 with	 campy,	 old-
school	style	clips	of	Kung	Fu	Kenny	on	a	mystic	journey	
for	 ass	 and	 self-realization.	 The	 commitment	 to	 the	
(slightly	 questionable)	 character	 puts	 Kendrick	 in	 the	
frame	of	an	artist	with	eras,	phases	of	a	long	and	storied	
career.	
	 But	Coachella	is	also	about	the	art	(guys,	it’s,	like,	in	
the	name).	
	 The	 Antarctic,	 a	 “360°	 audio-visual	 sensory	 experi-
ence”	 by	 San	 Francisco	 studio	 Obscura	 Digital,	 was	
easily	one	of	the	most	landmark	attractions	(musical	or	
otherwise)	to	hit	the	fest	in	years.	Known	for	large-scale	
projection	mapping	projects	on	canvases	like	the	Empire	
State	 Building	 and	 St.	 Peter’s	 Basilica,	 the	 Obscura	
team	 brought	 the	 display	 of	 their	 show	 to	 the	 desert.	
Audiences	filled	up	an	air-conditioned	dome	for	a	plan-
etarium	 show	 tricked	 out	 with	 innovative	 computer	
graphics	tech	and	tripped	out	with	breathtakingly	mor-
phing	psychedelic	imagery.	It	launched	viewers	up	out	of	
the	desert	Space	Mountain-style,	into	intricately	dream-
like	 landscapes	 with	 f loating	 shapes,	 both	 organic	 and	
geometric,	 until	 eventually	 blurring	 the	 lines	 between	
the	two	past	the	point	of	differentiation.	This	breaking	
down	of	the	barrier	between	the	natural	and	the	math-
ematical	 was	 appropriate	 in	 a	 space	 so	 simultaneously	
rawly	human	and	exhaustively	digitized	as	Coachella.	
	 The	 Antarctic	 revived	 the	 kineticism	 of	 Coachella	
art,	which	was	missing	on	the	field	this	and	last	year,	in	
the	digital	zone	(it	acknowledged	this	self-referentially	
by	 folding	 into	 its	 fourth-dimensional	 collage	 some	
iconic	 figures	 of	 years	 past:	 the	 caterpillar,	 butterfly	
and	spaceman	that	moved	across	the	grounds	like	giant	
f loats).	This	forces	the	question	of	how	much	of	the	fes-
tival,	and	how	much	of	our	lives,	exists	within	the	digi-
tal	space	and	to	what	degree	we	consider	that	part	of	an	
objective	sense	of	reality.	There	was,	appropriately,	a	lot	
of	 heady	 stuff	 in	 all	 those	 planes	 of	 color	 and	 fractals.	
Said	one	UCSB	third-year,	“From	now	on,	whenever	I	trip	
I’m	 gonna	 call	 it	 ‘going	 to	 the	 Antarctic.’”	 However,	 he	
was	upset	that	after	hitting	the	dome	three	times	in	one	
day	he	“still	never	got	uploaded	to	the	singularity.”
	 “Is	 this	 what	 brings	 things	 into	 focus?”	 is	 the	 name	
for	 the	 boxy	 herd	 of	 multi-patterned	 creatures	 that	
populated	 your	 Instagram	 feed	 this	 week.	 They	 were	
built	by	U.K.	artists	Joanne	Tatham	and	Tom	O’Sullivan.	
In	 person,	 these	 grazing	 six-story	 monsters	 were	 much	
more	 towering	 than	 photos	 could	 do	 justice	 to,	 playing	
with	 the	 scope	 and	 perspective	 of	 an	 actual	 event	 and	
the	 hyper-documentation	 of	 it.	 Compounded	 with	 the	
outward	expansion	of	the	festival ’s	grounds,	these	mon-
umental	sculptures	gave	one	a	tilt-shifted	impression	of	
their	 small	 space	 on	 the	 fields.	 No	 matter	 how	 big	 you	
look	in	that	photo,	at	Coachella	you’re	a	drop	in	a	wave.	Courtesy of Do LaB

Courtesy of Do LaB
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Anna Bui 
Staff Writer

When I was 10 years old, I didn’t have to 
constantly rely on a smartphone for quick 
entertainment. I didn’t even know of the 
existence of an iPhone; I just remember 
desperately wanting a Nintendo DS.

 I was late on the DS hype as all the students 
in my class raved over their DS’s and their 
Nintendogs; I painfully could not relate. But 
I could daydream! My first DS would be in my 
favorite color pink, and the first game I would 
get would be Cooking Mama 2: Dinner With 
Friends. Fortunately, I was gifted this after 
months of daydreaming, and I think it’s safe 
to assume that Cooking Mama is to blame for 
my current obsession with cooking games and 
cooking videos. 

For those who aren’t familiar with the 
Cooking Mama games, it’s quite simple: There 
are a variety of dishes to make, and “Mama” 
guides you along with instructions to create 
the perfect dish. The popular Cooking Mama 
franchise continues to make new Nintendo 

games, smartphone apps and even a Facebook 
game. Despite being an 18-year-old in college 
who has given her DS to her little siblings, 
I can’t help but still play some of the games 
from time to time. 

When it was announced that a pseudo-
sequel to the Cooking Mama series, Cooking 
Mama: Sweet Shop, is finally being released 
on May 17 in the U.S. — almost three years 
since the release of Cooking Mama 5, I finally 
gave this game some thought. Do these 
recipes work in real life? All we’re given are 
simple instructions like “Mix!” and “Fry!” 
accompanied with an animation, and then 
Mama tells me I cook even better than her. 

Do I really? 
As an enthusiast in experimenting with 

all things food related, of course I had to test 
this out. I chose four recipes that seemed 
enticing, each from a different Cooking Mama 
game: spaghetti carbonara, panna cotta and a 
combination of chicken kabobs and chicken 
and rice. Then, I brought them to life. 

I started off with the spaghetti carbonara. 
Having made pasta numerous times before, I 

had a good feeling about this recipe, as long as 
I didn’t mess up the sauce. 

Ingredients: Pasta, bacon, egg, cheese, fresh 
cream, salt, black pepper, garnished with a 
single egg  yolk

Directions:
1. Use the pasta machine.
2. Boil the pasta.
3. Cut the ingredients (the bacon).
4. Break the eggs!
5. Mix it!: Cheese, fresh cream, and eggs 
6. Stir-fry it (the spaghetti) lightly! (Add the 
mixture, more salt and black pepper.)

Verdict: Though nothing amazing, the 
pasta was enjoyable to eat. I must note that 
the pasta lacked a bit of flavor as I had feared 
from making the sauce, but the taste of bacon 
definitely made up for it. I decided to add 
chicken after making a second plate. 

For my second dish, I originally just wanted 
to make chicken kabobs. However, after 
realizing the ingredients were too simple and 
the flavor of the chicken extremely bland, I 
found the instructions for making chicken 
from the chicken and rice recipe to be more 

promising. 
Ingredients: chicken, rice, cooking alcohol, 

cooking sake, broth, sugar, soy sauce
Directions:

1. Cut the meat.
2. Make stock. 
3. Sauté.
4. Fry the meat. 
5. Put on sticks.

Verdict: This dish was pretty difficult to 
follow, since I made it harder for myself by 
combining two recipes. However, this one 
tasted the best, which I believe was due to a 
really good soy sauce that my family uses.

For dessert, I chose panna cotta. This was 
one of my favorite recipes to make in the 
Cooking Mama game, and I remember wanting 
to make it in real life. 

Ingredients: lemons, strawberries, fresh 
cream, milk, sugar, vanilla extract, gelatin 

Directions:
1. Boil ingredients. (Pour milk  then add  
fresh cream, sugar, vanilla extract and gelatin.)
2. Pour the liquid then refrigerate.
3. Slice (the strawberries).

4. Squeeze the lemon.
5. Use the mixer (blend the lemon juice and        
 strawberries).
6. Put the filling into dish. 

Verdict: I looked at the final product and 
honestly didn’t even want to give it a taste 
test. The entire process was so improvised 
because I had no idea what quantities to add 
into the mixture. I took a small bite, and, well, 
it’s edible. I didn’t take another bite.

 As I was cleaning up, my sister started 
eating it, claiming that it was actually really 
good, so it’s important to recognize that 
taste is relative when it comes to “reviewing” 
food.

Though I ended up with very mixed results, 
this actually was a very fun experience, as I 
had no idea what to expect from each dish. 
With instructions so broad, each attempt 
will be unique and the results will not 
always be the same. Thus, I suggest giving 
this Cooking Mama taste test a chance; 
you’ll definitely be in for a surprise. Though 
I must conclude one thing from this: I do not 
cook better than Mama. 

Cooking Just Like Mama

Photos by Anna Bui

The 
Struggles 

of a Lactose-
Intolerant 

Cheese-Lover 

Carrot Cake: A Taste of Home

Taylor Sezen 

Staff Writer
Cheese. Gold and glorious cheese. For cheese 

lovers, the options are endless. Cheddar, gouda, pepper 

jack, Swiss — even cream cheese, cottage cheese and 

ricotta! The list goes on and on. Cheese eaters are never 

bored with the large variety available worldwide. Cheese 

is so versatile. It can be sweet or savory. Hot or cold. Solid 

or liquid. If you can imagine it, it can probably happen. 

But what about those of us who love cheese but are 

lactose intolerant? Sadness fills us as our stomachs puff 

out, instantly becoming bloated. Some of us avoid dairy 

altogether — the price to pay is not worth it. Others don’t 

care what happens to their bodies — they want all the dairy 

and all the cheese. So what if your stomach is a little bloated? 

So what if your innards are irritated, calling you an idiot? For 

those of us with these experiences, we want cheese. It can be 

a tough world out there for a lactose-intolerant person. Dairy 

is in just about everything we consume. Cheese alone can 

possibly be avoided — but not all dairy. Butter, for example, 

is a dairy product that is in so many different types of food. So 

what is there to do?

There are lactase enzyme pills that can be taken on a per-

meal basis. These pills are typically fairly priced and can be 

purchased over the counter. They break down lactase enzymes 

in food, which allows lactose-intolerant individuals to have dairy 

products, usually without any problem. However, this doesn’t 

sound appealing to everyone, now, does it? Who wants to have to 

take a pill with EVERY meal that contains dairy?

There are lactose-free options as well. For example, there is 

milk made without lactose. And then there are milk replacements 

altogether (i.e. rice milk, almond milk, soymilk, etc.). Personally, I’m 

not fond of almond milk and would rather drink lactose-free or rice 

milk. 
Some other tips that might be useful to know:

Lactose is a sugar found in dairy.

Look for cheese with lower levels of sugar.

Fresh cheese has more lactose in it. 

Aged cheese is better for lactose-intolerant individuals because it has 

a lower lactose content

Colby, Monterey Jack and Swiss are some of the few that have lower 

levels of lactose (or close to none) due to the aging process.

What would I do? I would pick and choose my battles. Personally, I love 

cheese and dairy too much to completely forsake it. I can deal with butter 

and aged cheeses without having any issues. However, ricotta and fresh 

mozzarella are a lactose-intolerant individual’s worst nightmare. Delicious 

as they may be, dairy is not worth the pain and suffering it causes. I would 

avoid those or take a lactase enzyme pill. And I’ve already given my stance on 

the milk. Why take a pill when you can just find a substitute that 

isn’t actually terrible? Try a few different lactose-free 

milks to find the one you like. Some are better 

than others.

Udderly 
Distressed!

Tiffany Velazquez 
Staff Writer

With spring here, it’s easy to get 
swept up into thoughts of all things 
new. For me, however, the season 
brings simple pleasures and time with 
family. In my opinion, nothing encom-
passes these ideals better than car-
rot cake. It’s important to note that, 
most of the time, my family consists 
of my parents, my siblings and my 
godmother. There has never been a 
single important moment during 
which I have not had them there with 
me. There have been birthdays that 
have consisted of nothing more than 
my family and some cake, that being 
more than enough. Carrot cake, for 
me, represents all these special lit-
tle moments, the smell of cinnamon 
instantly bringing me back to time 
spent with family. Here’s hoping that 
in making this springtime dessert, 
you, too, are reminded of good times 
and feel just a bit less homesick after a 
slice or two. 

Cake Ingredients 
1 cup pecans 
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup vegetable oil
½cup buttermilk 
1 ½ teaspoons pure vanilla extract
4 large eggs
2 cups granulated sugar
1 pound carrots, peeled and coarse-
ly shredded 

Frosting Ingredients 
2 sticks unsalted butter, softened
2 eight-ounce packages cream cheese, 
softened
1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract 
2 cups confectioners’ sugar

Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. 
Butter two 9-inch cake pans; line the 
bottoms with parchment paper. Butter 
the paper and flour the pans.
2. Spread the pecans on a baking sheet 
and toast for 8 minutes, until fragrant. 
Cool and finely chop the pecans.

3. In a bowl, whisk the flour, baking 
powder, baking soda, cinnamon and 
salt. In a small bowl, whisk the oil, 
buttermilk and vanilla. In a large bowl, 
using an electric mixer, beat the eggs 
and sugar at high speed until pale, 5 
minutes. Beat in the liquid ingredi-
ents. Beat in the dry ingredients just 
until moistened. Stir in the carrots 
and pecans. Divide the batter between 
the pans and bake the cakes for 55 
minutes to 1 hour, until springy and 
golden. Let the cakes cool on a rack for 
30 minutes, then unmold the cakes 
and let cool completely.
4. In a large bowl, using an electric 
mixer, beat the butter and cream 
cheese at high speed until light, about 
5 minutes. Beat in the vanilla, then the 
confectioners’ sugar; beat at low speed 
until incorporated. Increase the speed 
to high and beat until light and fluffy, 
about 3 minutes.
5. Peel off the parchment paper and 
invert one cake layer onto a plate. 
Spread with a slightly rounded cup of 
the frosting. Top with the second cake 
layer, right side up. Spread the top and 
sides with the remaining frosting and 
refrigerate the cake until chilled, about 
1 hour. Slice and serve.

Recipe courtesy of Food & Wine 
Reinventing the Classics cookbook.

Be warned that if you are anything 
like me, one slice will not be enough to 
satisfy both your stomach and sweet 
tooth. You may find that you have con-
sumed half the cake in no time. Eat at 
your own risk. 

TiffANy VelAzquez / DAily NexuS

SierrA DeAk / DAily NexuS
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UC Santa Barbara has partnered with a federal coalition 
within the National Network for Manufacturing Innovation 
(NNMI), a program that aims to increase the efficiency and 
sustainability of U.S. manufacturing, enhance U.S. manufac-
turing competitiveness and create innovative products.

Established in 2014 and led by the Rochester Institute 
of Technology (RIT), the Reducing Embodied-energy 
and Decreasing Emissions (R.E.M.A.D.E.) Institute is a 
national consortium of academia and industry associ-
ates aiming to find new, cheaper ways to reuse, recycle 
and manufacture metals, polymers, fibers and electronic 
waste. The Institute for Energy Efficiency at UCSB will 
administer the project.

The $140 million initiative is supported by $70 million 
from the federal government and $70 million matched 
by consortium partners, including those from academia 
and industry. The R.E.M.A.D.E. Institute incorporates 
the contribution of 26 universities, 44 companies, 26 in-
dustry trade associations and seven national labs.

By 2027, it hopes to achieve a 50 percent improvement 

in overall energy efficiency, potentially saving billions 
of dollars in energy costs. Reducing embodied energy 
of target materials by 25 percent, improving secondary 
material processing energy efficiency by 30 percent and 
increasing the remanufacturing industry size by 100 per-
cent are within the coalition’s five-year goals. 

“Extracting raw materials from the ground and re-
fining, processing and shaping them so that they can 
be used in consumer products requires a lot of energy 
and transportation. And once those materials are used 
by us and discarded, we’ll lose energy that will not be 
recovered, that are bygone forever,” Sangwon Suh,  an in-
dustrial ecology professor in the Bren School of Environ-
mental Science and Management and Principal Invesit-
gator of the R.E.M.A.D.E. project at UCSB, said.  

With U.S. manufacturing consuming nearly 25 percent 
of the nation’s total energy use annually, the develop-
ment and deployment of cost-effective new technolo-
gies will reduce the amount of virgin materials required 
for product manufacturing, subsequently reducing the 
amount of energy used and lessening the amount of 
waste and greenhouse gas emissions produced in materi-
als production.

UCSB will concentrate on determining the ability of 
materials to recover a portion of the enormous amounts 
of energy needed to extract the resources through reus-
ing, recycling and remanufacturing. Through data collec-
tion, standardization, metrics and tools, the university 
will measure the performance of cutting-edge technolo-
gy in improving energy efficiency before it is transferred 
from academia and research institutes to industry.

According to Suh, because pre-existing databases have 
not been homogenous with using the same assumptions 
and system boundaries, UCSB will first focus on harmo-
nizing the technologies and data they are appraising to 
allow for unbiased estimates of the benefits of recycling, 
remanufacturing and reusing before they can evaluate 
the benefits of the R.E.M.A.D.E. project. 

“The question is, how can we measure all these great 
benefits of remanufacturing and reusing and recycling?” 
Suh said. “In order to really understand the amount of 
energy reduced by recycling, we need to comprehend 
how much energy is needed to refine and produce a 
product. That spans throughout the whole supply chain 
of products, so we need to understand how this supply 
chain is structured and figure out the amount of materi-
als energy going into it and the amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions and wastes generated from it.”

Among the benefits to UCSB from this industry-aca-
demia collaboration include creating important connec-
tions with many industry partners, which can produce 
job opportunities, including those for students. 

“There is a workforce development component [to] 
this project, which means that even though industry 
would like to use those technologies [as soon as pos-
sible], the workforce is not [yet] large enough to sup-
port those kinds of operational technologies,” Suh said. 
“We need to furnish and train the people in the work-
force [first] to enable those technologies in industry 
settings.” 

Although the details of R.E.M.A.D.E. are still being 
sorted between the U.S. Department of Energy and RIT, 
Suh is excited to begin UCSB’s undertaking of the ambi-
tious project. 

“We want to use this R.E.M.A.D.E. project as a stepping 
stone to reach out to broader industry partners and en-
able broader collaboration with them,” Suh said. “I think 
this is a great project that signals that what we do in aca-
demia has to reach out to industry and practice and really 
bridge the industry practice with what the university has 
been doing. I’m really looking forward to it, and based on 
the partnerships that we will establish under this project, 
I think there will be many more opportunities to come.”

R.E.M.A.D.E. Crusade:UCSB Improves Energy Efficiency

According to Suh, the processing of widely used materials like steel and cement can account for about 20 
percent of global energy demand. It can be reduced by reusing, recycling and remanufacturing these materials.

Courtesy of Sangwon Suh 

The efficiency measures the R.E.M.A.D.E. institute is taking could save billions of dollars in energy costs and improve 
U.S. economic competitiveness through innovative new manufacturing techniques and small business opportunities.

Courtesy of Sangwon Suh 

Research Shows U.S. and UK Share Similar Fracking Concerns

Aimee Miller
Staff Writer

The United States and United Kingdom are countries separated by physical de-
tachment of thousands of miles as well as administrative polarities in the form of 
governance and management. However, despite these distinctions, public opinion 
and perception in the two countries are strikingly similar when it comes to innova-
tive technologies such as hydraulic fracturing and shale development.

A recent study conducted by researchers from UC Santa Barbara and Cardiff 
University discovered that neither the public in the U.S. nor the U.K. is enthusias-
tic about the new fracking technology that utilizes shale development. Although 
the fracking technology itself has been around for a long time, the method of hori-
zontal drilling during shale development is current and highly productive.

Shale development is an unconventional form of oil and gas extraction; shale 
reserves are mostly located deep in the Earth’s crust, and as a result, extraction 
must take place at much greater depths. Once the drilling reaches far enough verti-
cally, it then switches to a horizontal direction in order to frack multiple wells off 
of just one wellhead. 

Since shale is a hard, impermeable rock, high-pressure water and proppants are 
used to fracture the rock and to hold those fractures open while extracting the 
oil and gas. In the U.S., this method of fracking has drastically shifted the energy 
production balance by yielding great quantities of oil and gas and, ultimately, gen-

erating considerable revenue. Conversely, the U.K. has only fracked one well so far 
using this method, but it is striving to procure the profits that have been acquired 
in the U.S.

In some states in the U.S., such as Pennsylvania and Michigan, this intensive 
deep horizontal fracking has already been occurring for some time. Previous stud-
ies in these states have revealed that public perception regarding the new technol-
ogy is widely varied; some communities see the value in terms of jobs and revenue 
while others are concerned about the potential environmental and health harms.

“It tends to split down to economic benefit versus environmental harm,” co-
author Barbara Herr Harthorn said. “In the U.S., there is a lot of argument about 
the potential benefits in switching to natural gas instead of coal. If you think that 
renewables are the better endpoint, it’s argued that producing more gas and oil 
from fracking can give us interim access to energy that is less polluting and envi-
ronmentally damaging than coal.”

Instead of focusing on areas that have already been exposed to the impacts of 
fracking, the researchers looked to pre-impact places for which there is concrete 
discussion of future development but where the public has not yet directly experi-
enced any effects. This work is a continuation of previous research on other mod-
ern technologies and public opinion; it is part of a movement to engage in public 
deliberation before all of the policy-making decisions have been made regarding 
the technology. 

The researchers targeted four sites, including Santa Barbara and Los Angeles as 
well as London and Cardiff in the UK Due to the geology and seismic history of 

California, the state has encountered technological impediments to extracting oil 
and, as a result, has not yet utilized shale development. Fracking in the form of 
vertical, shallow drilling has occurred, but the effects are distinct. 

In each of the four studied sites, small groups convened for a day long collab-
orative workshop. The groups were quasi-representative, reflecting population de-
mographics of ethnicity and the socioeconomic statuses of the communities. The 
major goal was to gather a group of people who would give a sense of the variation 
in views and opinions across the community. 

During the workshops, the participants were presented with balanced informa-
tion drawn mostly from scientific publications so that they could absorb the in-
formation and form their own opinions. Components of the workshop included a 
PowerPoint presentation, a question-and-answer portion, a role-playing exercise 
that involved taking on the part of a city council member, an analysis of posters 
with aspects of advantages and disadvantages and small group discussions. In the 
end, a day-long narrative was interpreted from each site, providing the analysis 
for this study.

In general, the researchers discovered that the public tended to disfavor shale 
development; they were very concerned about the chief hazards of the fracking 
technique, including water contamination and earthquake risk. In addition, there 
were a lot of questions about the form that the benefits would take.

“The people were very concerned about who exactly will bear the costs of this. 
And certainly working class folks in L.A. think that they will bear the burdens, and 
they don’t believe that they will reap the benefits,” Harthorn said. “So from the 
risk world, we know that in cases like that where you are asking people to take on 
a big part of the burden but they are not going to get the benefit, we know that’s a 
recipe for major risk controversy.”

The results of the study additionally revealed that there were much stronger 
similarities than differences in public opinion across the four sites. The discrep-
ancies were largely attributed to the varying policy context in the two countries 
in terms of the ideas people have about regulation and governance. Despite the 
physical and political separations between the two countries, public perception 
was largely uniform in terms of shale development.

Although public opinion and perception on innovative technologies does not 
always coincide with policy-making decisions and governing management, the 
researchers are hoping that their work will contribute to constructive dialogue 
about alternative paths and methods for public participation in decision-making.Harthorn’s study found high levels of environmental and societal concern about hydraulic fracturing in areas with no direct experience with the 

technology. This provides evidence that members of the public are able to thoughtfully weigh in on topics about local and collective energy systems. 

Courtesy of Tom Reichner

In the U.S., there’s a lot of 
argument about the potential 
benefits in switching to natural 
gas instead of  coal .  I f  you 
think that renewables are the 
better endpoint, it’s argued that 
producing more gas and oil from 
fracking can give us interim 
access to enery that is less 
polluting and environmentallty 
damaging than coal. 

“

”- BARBARA HERR HARTHoRN 



Allegations of abuse are charges that can get an employee fired 
from your local Chili’s, yet with time it has become apparent that 
this kind of behavior runs rampant in the White House. Since 
the election, reports of abusive behavior have surfaced (and 
resurfaced) about the president, his top advisor Steve Bannon 
and his former nominee for labor secretary Andy Puzder. If 
this kind of conduct doesn’t fly in jobs held by everyday 
workers, why is it normalized and accepted in the 
case of the leader of the free world and his staff? 

The beginning of claims of Donald Trump’s 
abuse began with his first wife Ivana, who attested 
in their 1989 divorce deposition that Trump raped 
her a year earlier in a fit of rage over a painful 
procedure to reduce a bald spot. Trump has since 
faced a barrage of claims of sexual violation, from 
Miss Teen USA contestants, who attest to the 
former pageant owner walking in unannounced 
while they were changing, to the 13 women who 
came forward during his presidential campaign to 
detail his unwanted and unreciprocated sexual advances. 
President Trump has vowed to take legal action against all 
of the women who have made allegations against him, 
though he has yet to do so. Even if these statements were 
not true, the concrete evidence of Trump’s lewd behavior is 
disturbing enough. The sexualization of his daughter Ivanka 
when commenting on her figure in interviews and the release 
of his infamous “locker room talk” video in which he brags about 
the power his celebrity grants him to accost women have proven 
his utter disrespect for women, as he sees them merely as objects. 

Andrew Puzder, Trump’s original pick for labor secretary 
before Puzder withdrew from consideration, also faced allegations 
of abuse from his ex-wife, Lisa Fierstein, who went public on the 
Oprah Winfrey Show in 1990 to discuss battery of high-class 
women. Fierstein claimed that in a custody battle over their 
children, Puzder threatened wife, saying, “I’ll see you in the 
gutter.” Months after the episode aired, Fierstein recanted her 
testimony as part of her custody agreement. Though it is said the 
two now have a civil relationship, that does not change the fact 
that he is a perpetrator of domestic abuse and one who was very 
close to having a position in the highest office in the United States. 
As his own former wife said, “Most men who are in positions like 
that don’t leave marks. The damage that I sustained, you can’t see. 

It’s permanent, permanent damage. But there’s no mark and there 
never was,” she continues as the credits roll on the episode.

 “They don’t hit you in the face, they’re too smart. 

They don’t hit you in front of everyone.” It is also notable 
that much of the backlash Puzder faced was for employing 
an undocumented housekeeper, rather than for his abusive 
tendencies. 

Steve Bannon, former executive chair of the alt-right website 
Breitbart News and current aide to President Trump, has also 
faced his fair share of domestic violence charges. Though Bannon 
is rumored to be circling the drain with his position in Trump’s 

administration, his abusive past is unsurprisingly not the 
cause. On January 1, 1996, police arrived at Bannon’s home 

following a 911 call. His then wife claimed 
Bannon grabbed her by the neck (while 

eight months pregnant with twins) and 
broke the phone she was using when 
he realized she was trying to call the 

police. Officers found the crying woman 
with marks on her necks and wrists. 
The court documents also account that 
the couple had gotten in three or four 
more physical altercations, for which 
they went to counseling. The charges 

against Bannon (including domestic 
violence, battery and dissuading a witness) 

were dropped after he threatened his ex-wife, telling 
her if she proceeded to court he would make sure 

that she would be found guilty, and bought her 
off.

The trend of wealthy men using their 
power to exploit women and buy their silence 

is not a new one. While domestic violence knows 
no gender, sexuality, political party, wealth, religion 
or race, it is certainly easier to have an outcome that 

protects the abusers when they have the financial 
means or status to buy the silence of their victims, as 

seen in the case of Donald Trump, Andy Puzder and Steve 
Bannon. The United States appears laughably hypocritical 
in its actions taken against sexual assault and domestic 
violence (like when Trump proclaimed April to be Sexual 
Assault Awareness and Prevention Month) and sets a terrible 

example by allowing abusers access to the highest office. This 
notion that sexual assault charges can ruin a man’s career has 

been clearly negated by the outcome of the 2016 election and 
essentially screams that powerful and wealthy people do not have 
to pay for their actions.

Hannah Jackson believes no amount of money and/or power should 
excuse sexual assault. 
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OPINION
Walking the Tightrope of Ruin:

Being Male on Campus 

First, a disclaimer: This is an article about gender issues. It deals 
with Title IX, accusations of sexual misconduct and the unfortunate 
abuses of useful policies. In my opinion, sexual crimes are among 
the most heinous a person can commit and should be punished very 
harshly. The following criticism is of university administrations who 
deny due process to accused persons. It relies on the assumption that 
it is beneficial for all in society that anyone accused of a crime, no 
matter the nature thereof, should be allowed their right to due process 
and should not be condemned or presumed guilty until their guilt is 
proven. 

A few days ago, a news story broke about a young man attending 
the University of Texas, Arlington who seems to have been falsely 
accused by another student of sexual harassment. This is extremely 
worrisome, because this case looks to be yet another data point in a 
trend of students using Title IX to do terrible, life-altering harm to 
male students with whom they have disagreements. The Washington 
Post names just a few; for example, the 2006 Duke lacrosse rape case, 
which went to trial but ended with all the charges dropped and with 
the North Carolina Attorney General declaring that the accused were 
victims of a “tragic rush to accuse.” In 2014, there was the highly 
publicized case at the University of Virginia in which Rolling Stone’s 
report of a rape stoked the narrative of the ostensibly pandemic sexual 
violence in “male supremacist” America. The trial, however, found that 
the main accuser made the story up. According to the Washington 
Post, ABC News and others, the accuser may have invented the gang 
rape story in an unsuccessful attempt to win the affections of a fellow 
student she had a crush on.

In 2016, Colorado State University at Pueblo effectively expelled 
a student athlete for supposedly raping a woman who denied that 
she was raped. The student, of course, lost all his athletic scholarships 
and quickly found that no other university would take him, his life 
irreparably marred.

Now, according to Texas Bureau of Watchdog.org, Thomas Klocke 
was accused by a gay classmate of writing anti-gay slurs on his computer 
during a class. One would surely think upon hearing this �— and I 
would of course agree — this is appalling, it’s obviously hate and I hope 
he’s punished. The only problem is there is no evidence he actually did 
it. According to the Texas Bureau, “Klocke [the accused] vehemently 
denied the accusation, and administrators who investigated the 
incident acknowledged there was no evidence to support the accuser’s 
claims, yet Klocke was still to be punished.”

The university found no evidence of the allegations against him, 
but he was still threatened with expulsion. This should be deeply 
concerning to anyone who values fairness and ideas like justice and 
“innocent until proven guilty,” but the story gets worse. The accused 
Klocke later committed suicide because of the unfair treatment he 
received by UTA. The lawsuit, which is now being brought against the 
university by his father, states that Klocke received no Title IX hearing, 
even though he contradicted his accuser’s claims, and when he was 
informed that an accusation had been lodged against him, he was told 

that he could not contact anyone in the class, directly or indirectly, 
effectively barring him from finding any witnesses to corroborate his 
side of the story.  Klocke’s father claims that “his son was discriminated 
against because he was a male, accused student” and that the case of 
Klocke v. University of Texas at Arlington “illustrates just how quickly 
and arbitrarily a college can act, leading to the most tragic outcome 
from the unimaginable stress and pain that an unfairly treated, 
accused student can suffer.” 

These very much non-isolated incidents paint a very chilling picture 
of the reality that faces male university students today. It appears to be 
a demonstrable fact that, as Title IX stands and is currently interpreted, 
a male student may at any time have his life ruined based on the word 
of any other student who identifies as other than a straight male. In 
both of the above cases, the accused students were expelled (or set to 
be expelled) from their respective universities simply on the word of 
other students. 

This is genuinely terrifying, as it should be to any male student, 
because it means that at any time, any student who is not a 
heterosexual male may accuse them of any crime vaguely involving 
gender or sexuality and they will be expelled or suspended from 
school with hardly a question asked. This grim and cynical state of 
affairs leaves male students effectively walking around campus on 
a tightrope, suspended over a chasm of ruin that, at any time, could 
snap and lead to catastrophe for the rest of their lives.

It should be noted that in these cases, no governing or judging 
body, after reviewing evidence, determined that any wrongdoing 

occurred. No, the accused students’ guilt was already determined. The 
only powers that convicted these individuals were emotions and the 
prevailing politics of our time. It should be further reiterated that I 
am not condoning or supporting or minimizing in any way the alleged 
actions of these people. However, it seems necessary that serious 
consideration is given to the question of the implications for the 
rights of students who attend these institutions, in whose hands they 
effectively place their lives and future livelihoods, as illustrated above. 
If male students can be convicted by the mere accusation of a crime, 
then they are in serious danger at all times. 

The worst part about this is that it could happen to anyone. Being 
a bad person is not necessary. The only requisite conditions are to 
be interacting with the wrong person in the wrong situation. Now, 
like most instances of alleged sexual misconduct and the like, it’s 
not something that’s happening all the time; most aren’t aware of it. 
However, at least presumably with other cases dealing with university 
safety, there is usually swift justice with harsh penalties. When 
the accusations are false, however, there is no justice, there is just a 
student’s emphatic word against another’s, and if the accused student 
is male, his word does not seem to be worth much at all.

What does this mean for students at UCSB then? First, be aware. 
In the words of one falsely accused student’s attorney, “By essentially 
encouraging male gender bias, the Administration’s directive has 
violated Title IX and created a new class of victims on campus: accused 
male students who have had their right to due process stripped away.”

Be aware that cases such as these that have happened in several 
parts of the country have also happened much closer to home. In a 
case involving false accusations of rape at UCSD, a male student was 
expelled without a trial and then ordered by a judge to be reinstated. 
The judge ruled, according to NPR, that the school’s process was 
unfairly skewed against him and that the hearing was unfair. Be aware 
that abuse of Title IX and denying due process have happened even 
here at UCSB. In a recent case, a student was indefinitely suspended 
for the first two quarters of his freshman year and sued UCSB to finally 
be allowed to return to school. The presiding judge ruled that instead 
of making that decision based upon the facts, the law and in fairness, 
[UCSB] decided to do it their own way. Until some sort of reform is 
implemented, all male students can do is be aware. Like with any 
potentially life-altering disaster, the more you know the better you can 
avoid it and not put yourself in that situation to begin with. It’s simply 
a reality of the times we live in.

If you find yourself falsely accused, contact thefire.org; they handle 
many Title IX cases and may be able to help.

Brian Wheat

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Abusers in Office: 
Do Wealthy Men Pay for their Actions?

Why do now what you can put off 
until 11 p.m.? Procrastination is key!

You will have the best sex of your life 
this week, but you will accidentally have 
your grandmother on speakerphone the 
whole time. And there’s nothing you can do 
about it now that the stars have foretold it.

Why drink a glass of wine when you can 
drink an entire box? It isn’t success if you 
don’t see something all the way through.

Your roommate will realize that flushing 
toilets is for chumps, so either buy plenty of 
Febreeze or start pulling their weight, too.

You know what time it is? Laundry 
time! Let’s see how long you can put it 
off this time around! Try to avoid buying 
more underwear to prolong the inevitable; 
you probably need to save money anyway.

Your hard studying and work ethic 
will pay off this midterm season, but 
not for you. By an absolute miracle, 
your best friend will sit on his or her ass 
and ace all their exams while you suffer.

The next meal you make will be cat food.

Feeling stressed about impending 
midterms? Go to Bed Bath & Beyond 
and pet all of the soft blankets. Then go 
to the library; you should be studying.

Several people will come by to knock on 
your door. Don’t worry, they aren’t Mormon 
missionaries, it’s just Campus United.

Your housemate will get an adorable 
Shiba Inu puppy named “Snowball” 
and make loads of new friends, leaving 
you behind. You will be jealous of 
the dog and deride it as “all hype.”

You will have a terrible Trader Joe’s 
experience. They will be out of your 
favorite sweet potato chips and will not be 
giving away free samples. Brace yourself.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Feel like you just went to the 
gym? Ha ha, good try! We all know 
you’re only out of breath from biking 
15 feet through treacherous wind.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
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When the accusations 
are false, however, there 
is no justice, there is just a 
student’s emphatic word 
against another’s, and if the 
accused student is male, his 
word does not seem to be 
worth much at all. 

             ”  
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