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A View Through the Haze: A Stoner’s Gaze at UCSB 

P A R A N O I D ?
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Maura Fox
University News Editor

Smile, you’re on camera. 
There are a total of 324 surveillance cameras on the UC Santa Barbara campus and 

in university-owned buildings, raising questions about where students are being moni-
tored and how campus departments use the footage. 

Security cameras are located in Davidson Library, Administrative Services, the 
Marine Science building, Biology building, the Student Resource Building, the Art, 
Design & Architecture Museum, Engineering buildings, in campus elevators and other 
places across campus. 

Of the 324 cameras, 167 are installed by Enterprise Technology Services (ETS), a 
campus department focused on the university’s information technology and security. 

According to Thomas Howard, the ETS service engineer manager, the majority of 

the ETS-installed cameras are located in the library and administrative service build-
ings. 

Howard said any university department can request cameras from ETS, where 
the need for the camera will be evaluated by Howard and Kirk Grier, the ETS director 
of infrastructure. The cameras are purchased by the department and, according to 
Howard, typically cost between $300 and $1,200.  

There is not, however, a thorough policy in place that outlines the steps taken to 
install a camera, and the university is currently in the process of drafting a new policy 
for installing security cameras. The university’s latest policy was created in May 2008. 

Matthew Hall, associate vice chancellor and chief information officer, said that 
under current policy, camera footage is accessed and monitored by each department 

Best Buds Run
Dispensary Out 

of Isla Vista
UCSB student Trevor Barrett 

operates a successful marijuana 
dispensary from his home here in 

I.V. with several of his friends
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Tamari Dzotsenidze
Asst. News Editor

Trevor Barrett, a third-year sociology 
major, was a first-year living in the Santa 
Catalina Residence Hall when the idea 
for the Isla Vista Treehouse Collective, 
a medicinal marijuana delivery service, 
was hatched. 

This growth has been a long time 
coming. He and his former business part-
ner first approached their lawyer on Dec. 
1, 2015; they launched over a year later 
on Jan. 28, 2016. 

Today, the Treehouse has between 
850 and 1,000 customers.

In the early days, he campaigned on 
foot with his friends by handing out fly-
ers at fraternities, stapling them to tele-
phone poles and handing out business 
cards as early as 8 a.m.

These sacrifices haven’t ceased now 
that the business has grown. Barrett said 
his biggest challenge is the loss of his 
social life and youth. He cites stories of 
walking out during midterms because 
he had to answer business calls and driv-
ing all night with his friends to pick up 
product from San Francisco and be back 
before 10 a.m.

“People think because I’m in this busi-
ness I must smoke all the time, but I’ve 
never smoked less,” he said. 

Barrett now employs a UCSB senior, a 
recent graduate and two seasonal out-of-
town workers. His former partner bowed 

out of the business due to parental back-
lash. However, the two remain on good 
terms. 

“I do cater to a lot of out-of-town 
patients, but the bread-and-butter daily 
routine is mostly from UCSB students,” 
he said.

Barrett operates his company based 
on the “three Ps”: product, price and 
promptness. The Treehouse currently 
has the most five-star ratings in I.V. on 
Weedmaps, a source of pride for Barrett. 
He said all of the medicine sold is organic 
and that he goes out of his way to main-
tain the best quality. 

This attention to quality sometimes 
has financial consequences; one time he 
dropped a significant amount of product, 
which he then couldn’t sell. Product that 
dries before it can sell is taken off and 
slated for personal use rather than being 
sold to ensure that customers receive 
quality medicine. 

It is for this reason that he doesn’t 
like the direction recreational marijuana 
use is going. While he isn’t against the 
principle, he believes it needs to be bet-
ter regulated and that sellers need to 
consider what customers are putting into 
their bodies. 

The biggest issue facing the business 
is banking, Barrett said. Because mari-
juana is still a federally regulated sub-
stance, banks do not accept money made 
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Campus cameras give you 324 reasons to smile

Sebastianne Kent
Asst. Opinion Editor

I started smoking at the end of freshman year of high 
school. I remember everything about the day, and in my 
New York suburban lifestyle, it was a rite of passage most 
of my friends completed at around the same time. It was 
a way to make the mundane activities we did on a regular 
basis more exciting. We had Manhattan as our nearby play-
ground, which was transformed into a vast jungle after a 
few hits from a blunt. We grew into it together, and by senior 
year, cyphes were an activity that connected people in our 
year from all backgrounds within six degrees of separation; 
everybody had blazed with somebody.

My high school introduction to smoking weed and its 
various benefits as a social lubricant was a microcosm of 
UCSB. As I prepare for graduation and a life in which smok-
ing weed has no place, I ask my peers on this hallowed 4/20: 
Why aren’t you smoking? Because UCSB isn’t quite the same 
when not seen through a sweet, smoky haze. 

Freshman year in FT, I arrived to an entirely alien atmo-
sphere. I didn’t visit campus at all before I left New York; I 
figured if the school was highly ranked for my major and 
had its own beach, I couldn’t go wrong. My floormates and 
I bonded as those who had never smoked before took their 

first hits, and those of us who had experience behind us 
guarded against Scooby Snacks and torched bowls. We’d 
leave our dorm to sit in a circle in the adjacent fields, even 
bringing blankets with us in the colder weather. We’d cram 
eight people into the suite bathrooms and run the showers 
to kill the smoke with steam (a practice we stopped as alarm 
over the drought rose). We smoked to kill our hangovers 
and to make “South Park” more interesting, and as the year 
went on, we as a collective amassed impressive collections of 
bongs, percolators and clipper lighters. 

UCSB is a haven for stoners. Granted, if you get caught 
on campus you’ll get written up, but the “case closed” shirts 
are so ubiquitous among the student body that you’re more 
likely to get high-fived than judged for wearing one. Sweet 
Jane sells UCSB shirts that are an acronym for “U Can Study 
Baked,” and while biking through Isla Vista, you’re ensured 
to smell herb at some point on your journey. 

I’m not encouraging smoking all the time or shirking 
your responsibilities to get high. But college is the time 
when you can smoke without random drug tests (sorry, col-
lege athletes!) and potentially even smoke in your bed while 
watching Netflix and relaxing. It’s an act that rounds out 
hangouts and activities, makes your food taste better and 
is a catalyst for friendships and unique conversations and 
experiences. EDITORIAL p.14
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ACROSS
1 Picket line crosser
5 Arrange, as a

vacation
9 Washington

neighbor
14 “Splendor in the

Grass” director
Kazan

15 Gutter site
16 La Scala’s city
17 Top banana
19 Mayan corn crop
20 Observation after

too many wrong
turns

21 “Dirty Harry”
composer Schifrin

23 “Don’t __
stranger”

24 Like a dog’s hind
leg

25 A low-flow
showerhead will
help lower it

27 Enzyme ending
29 Online auction

site
30 50 cents, in slang
35 After “get,” gain

an advantage
39 Attending a

Lakers game, say
40 Ski resort named

for a tree
42 Longest river

entirely in
Switzerland

43 Inning half
45 Baker’s container
47 Dedicated works
49 Taylor of fashion
50 Hit generating

four 71-Across
54 Horizontal

punctuator
58 Hold up, as a bank
59 Yogi, for one
60 Wheel cover
62 HI hello
64 “The Iron Horse,”

baseball’s all-time
50-Across
recordholder

66 Jeopardy
67 Hops kiln
68 Took __ loan
69 It has

reservations
70 G.I. fare
71 One of them is

hidden in 17-, 25-,
30- and 45-
Across

DOWN
1 Event before

finals
2 Ascend
3 Path between

rows
4 Conductor’s

wand
5 Cheeky
6 Research site
7 St. Teresa’s city
8 Cancel out
9 Wicked

10 Lunes o martes
11 Perp’s story
12 Eye color
13 “Shaq Diesel”

rapper
18 Founded: Abbr.
22 Beirut’s country
25 Licks, as a

stamp
26 One way to play
28 Cat breed
30 White lie
31 Dedicatee of

Lennon’s
“Woman”

32 Final: Abbr.
33 Inform against
34 Sunblock letters
36 Gift of the

garrulous?
37 Ocean State sch.
38 Pilot product

41 Jason with a
record 63-yard
field goal to his
credit

44 Weirdo
46 Like inappropriate

influence
48 Picabo Street

race
50 It’s plotted in

math class
51 Loggers’ game
52 Scrub the launch

53 Like a cheering
crowd

55 Can’t stand
56 Use elbow

grease on
57 Part of Hispaniola
60 5’2”, 6’3”, etc.:

Abbr.
61 Some major golf

tournaments,
informally

63 Move it
65 Employ

By Don Gagliardo and C.C. Burnikel
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Tuesday, March 6, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO TUESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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“You haven’t liked any of my Tweets in a while; are you OK?”
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WEATHER
The Weatehrhuman just ate an edible in honor of the 

holiday even though the last time ze did that, ze sincerely 
thought there was no world outside hir shower except for 
the gorillas watching hir.

Tomorrow’s Forecast: The ’human comes to the 
conclusion there is no world outside the Nexus office. Ze 
is sober. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Camp Counselor
SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! Camp 
Wayne for Girls -Pocono Mountains, 
PA. 6/18 - 8/14. If you love children and 
want a caring, fun environment we need 
Counselors, instructors and other staff for 
our summer camp.  Don’t stay home this 

summer.  Come join us for an awesome 
adventure!   Call us directly at 215-944-
3069, email info@campwaynegirls.com or 
apply on-line at www.campwaynegirls.com  
Select the camp that selects the best staff!!
Email info@campwaynegirls.com

HELP WANTED

Editor in Chief | Supriya Yelimeli
Layout Editor | Grace Clark
News Editor | Josh Ortiz
County News Editor | Jose Ochoa
University News Editor | Maura Fox
Asst. News Editor | Tamari Dzotsenidze
Opinion Editor | Jackson Kerr
Asst. Opinion Editor | Sebastianne Kent
Sports Editor | Sean White
Asst. Sports Editor | Jorge Mercado
Artsweek Editor | Zoe Jones
On The Menu Editor | Marisa Ratchford
Asst. On The Menu Editor | Collin McLeod
Science Editor | Stephanie Pernett
Photo Editor | Jenny Luo
Sports Photo Editor | Dustin Harris

Web Manager | Martin Todorov
Art Director | Sierra Deak
Social Media Manager | Ava Talehakimi
Chief Copy Editor | Simone Dupuy
Asst. Copy Chief | Ava Talehakimi
Senior Copy Editors | Kylie George, 
Steenalisa Tilcock, Melanie Voskanian
Copy Editors | Sarah Garrett, Zachary 
Morgan, Michelle Phan, Zack Zimmerman
Advertising Representatives | Garrett 
Godfrey, Monica Miranda, Rochelle 
Mooney, Pia Delos Reyes, Kara Samuels, 
Willa Wong 
Production | Simone Dupuy, Ava 
Talehakimi
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Vote for the 
Daily Nexus 

on Gold!
Do you support continued funding of a $3.85 (of which 

$0.75 is for return to aid) per AS/UCSB Membership per 
quarter (fall, winter, spring) and $1.00 (of which 

$0.75 is for return to aid) for summer quarter for the Daily 
Nexus? Our entire editorial staff is made up of students, 

giving the student body an uncensored voice. 
Please vote to reaffirm the Daily Nexus on Gold from 

April 24 to April 27!

3 UCSB Students To Intern for
Recently Established I.V. Gov’t 

Staff Report

SAMPLES SOIRÉE
The Isla Vista Food Cooperative will be providing free food samples 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Thursday on the store’s front patio as part of an event that they call “Midweek Munchies 
Madness.” Some of the foods sampled will be bulk candies and anything with hemp. The 
Food Co-op will also be hosting a demonstration about how to make a gluten-free, vegan 
ice cream sandwich from 5 to 7 p.m.

RALLY AGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE
Take Back the Night will be hosting its annual sexual violence awareness rally and 

march from 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday at Anisq’Oyo’ Park. The rally will feature two guest 
speakers: Kat Alexander, who founded a website called Report It, Girl where sexual assault 
survivors share their stories, and Chardonnay Madkins, project manager for the nonprofit 
End Rape on Campus. Attendees can also partake in spaces for succulent pot decorating, 
adult coloring books and friendship bracelet making. There will also be free food. 

LOCAL MATTERS MATTER
The I.V. Community Services District (CSD) will be hosting a special meeting 6 p.m. 

Thursday in the I.V. Clinic building. At the meeting, board directors will consider taking 
a position on Measure O — the proposed tax measure to provide additional funding to 
I.V. parks — and they will consider taking a position on the proposed county budget. The 
CSD board regularly holds public meetings every Tuesday night in the I.V. Clinic building.

OPEN-MIC
The UCSB Poets’ Club will be hosting an open-mic night 8 to 9:30 p.m. Thursday at the 

Coffee Collaborative. Organizers say there will be “hot beverages and even hotter perfor-
mances,” which includes spoken word and some musical production. The event is open to 
the community, meaning participants are not required to be registered UCSB students. 

EMPATHY THROUGH ART
The Museum of Contemporary Art Santa Barbara and Santa Barbara Rape Crisis 

Center are working together on an art exhibition for Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month that will be presented 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at People’s Park. Award-
winning artist Tanya Aguiñiga will provide an interactive workshop where par-
ticipants will be allowed to contribute to a piece of art that represents increasing 
community awareness of sexual assault issues. The piece of art will be displayed 
for a month. This event is free, bilingual and open to the public. Lunch will also be 
provided. 

THE WEEKEND STRETCH
The I.V. Food Co-op is hosting a “Beach Brunch Yoga” session on Sunday morn-

ing, a free yoga class in the park with free brunch afterward. Organizers ask that 
participants first meet on the I.V. Food Co-op patio at 10:45 a.m. and then walk over 
to 6575 Seville Rd. Those interested must bring a mat or towel and must sign up 
online through Yoga Isla Vista’s website, yogaislavista.com under the tab “Schedule.” 
Free brunch is only for those who participate in the yoga session.

MEATLESS SUNDAY
A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. Sunday 

at Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Café). Food Not Bombs is a large organization that 
spans the country and is a form of “franchise activism.” They believe that corporate 
and government priorities are skewed and allow hunger despite the abundance of 
food and food waste. Those interested in cooking for Sunday can email organizers at 
foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. The dinner is regularly held every Sunday. 

Weekly Freebies and 
Goings-On in I.V.

‘Green-Efficient’ Off-Campus 
Housing To Be Ready This Fall

Matthew Wu
Reporter

 Ongoing renovations of the San Joaquin apartment buildings 
are scheduled to be completed this coming fall, with an emphasis 
on sustainable and green energy as a focus for the renewal of the 
off-campus dorms.
 Construction leads hope that the ambitious proceedings of 
these renovations can set forth a precedent in creating a more envi-
ronmentally friendly setting within the campus and improving the 
quality and health of the lives of students who will be living in these 
off-campus dorms next year. 
 The San Joaquin apartment renovations are one of the largest 
projects underway at UC Santa Barbara, with a proposed amount of 
$122 million going toward construction and an estimated 670,000 
hours worked to date.
 Upon completion, it will accommodate 186 units, housing a 
total of 1,019 beds for potential students living on campus over 14 
acres of site development, all while including new sustainable and 
energy-saving features.

 The apartments will use the standards of Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED), a global green building certifi-
cation program, in addition to current campus green building goals 
in measuring their environmental efficiency.
 Such certifications are based on the various components of 
the apartment complex and how efficiently these different factors 
contribute to a more environmentally friendly site, according to the 
LEED construction certification requirements.
 Many of the buildings featured within the San Joaquin apart-
ment complexes will be able to reach the LEED Gold standard, the 
second highest green-efficiency level behind Platinum. 
 Among the new features of San Joaquin apartment complexes is 
a revamped version of the Portola Dining Commons, a marketplace 
at which students can buy groceries, as well as various outdoor rec-
reational facilities such as basketball and volleyball courts. 
 “It’s almost like a mini-campus away from campus,” said Marc 
Rousseau, the energy and environmental manager for residential 
operations. “[The marketplace] will make it easier for students to 

When open, the renewed San Joaquin housing complex will include a market for groceries as well as a variety of outdoor recreational facilities.
MATTHEW WU / DAILY NEXUS 
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CSD p.5

Jose Ochoa
County News Editor

Some new faces were officially introduced to the Isla 
Vista Community Services District this Tuesday: three UC 
Santa Barbara students who will work as the first appren-
tices to the directors of I.V.’s local government.

Will Graswich, Steven Poroj and Kelsey Reed will be 
working with directors Spencer Brandt, Jay Freeman and 
Ethan Bertrand, respectively, as part of the CSD’s intern-
ship program.

According to the agreement between the CSD and the 
university, the interns will be paid $12 an hour and will 
be considered university employees. Interns must work 
at least 10 hours a week and will work directly with their 
assigned director on whatever projects they are asked to 
help with.

The program, which is funded by Associated Students 
and a private donor, hires interns in collaboration with 
UCSB and plans to contract new students every quarter. 
This quarter there were 45 applications for the program, 
of which 12 were interviewed and three were selected.

Alison Keleher, undergraduate program coordinator 
for the political science department, interviewed the 12 
applicants who made it to the interview stage and said she 
felt confident any of the 12 could be hired.  

Applicants were required to have junior or senior 
standing with relevant experience in government.

Applications were released on March 22 through the 
political science major mailing list and were due by March 
30. By April 5, the final three students were selected and 
ready to be hired. Keleher said the process was swift, as 
the department had “very short notice” to interview and 
select candidates, but he said they were happy to help.

“So it was all very quick, which is unusual around here. 

Things don’t usually move that quickly because it’s just 
not how the university works,” Keleher said. “But we were 
asked because the I.V. CSD needs to get up and running 
and they need staff help.”

As of this quarter, the program is run through the 
political science department, though students with rel-
evant experience are considered despite their major. 
Keleher said she is excited about the program and 
“wish[es] all the interns an exciting and learning-filled 
quarter.”

The three spring 2017 interns for the I.V. CSD will be:

Will Graswich
Graswich is a fourth-year political science major who 

graduated this previous quarter.
He worked as an intern for the mayor of Sacramento 

in high school and has worked with the Irish Parliament 
while abroad.

When asked what he believes the CSD should focus 
on, Graswich said the government should focus on secur-
ing funding. He also said he would like to work in govern-
ment as a career.

“I do intend to be working on government, local or 
otherwise,” Graswich said. “However, as we know, no one 
can really predict the future, so I don’t know where my 
future will be taking me.”

Graswich will be working directly with Director 
Brandt, secretary of the board of directors and member of 
the Formation Committee which works to set up the CSD 
as it takes its first steps. According to Brandt, Graswich 
will likely assist him in writing the meeting agenda and 
other necessary administrative tasks.

Steven Poroj
Poroj is a second-year philosophy and political science 

double major with junior standing.

He said that he applied to the CSD because he has 
been highly involved in his community since high school 
and felt he “[had] to do something more,” prompting him 
to call his local government and ask for opportunities 
with his local councilmember.

Poroj has worked with Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Bob Blumenfield since high school.

Poroj said he has experience dealing directly with 
constituents and has had angry members of the public 
address their concerns to him as part of his civic engage-
ment. He said he “loves” addressing the public as well as 
public speaking, which he believes is an appropriate fit for 
his work with the CSD.

“My specific role with the CSD is public engagement 
and community outreach,” Poroj said.

Asked whether there are any improvements he would 
like to see in I.V., Poroj said he would like to see more 
street lighting in I.V. as well as street resurfacing and 
improved sidewalks. Poroj said he would one day like to 
work with congressmen once he completes law school, 
and he plans to have a career in government.

Poroj will be working directly with Director Freeman 
and the Community Engagement Ad Hoc Committee 
where he will be working with members of the public by 
reaching out to the community. 

Freeman said the Latino community in particular will 
be a focus of the committee’s outreach.

“One group which has been neglected in this entire 
process has been the Latino community,” Freeman said, 
adding that it is his desire to collaborate with Poroj to 
address their particular needs.

Kelsey Reed
Reed is a fourth-year communication and sociology 
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•	 Counseling	&	Psychological	Services	(CAPS):	For individual counseling, group counseling, and wellness opportunities, 
call 805-893-4411 or stop by the Counseling and Career Services Building (599)      to talk with someone. We also have 
24/7 phone counseling available by calling 805-893-4411. Find additional information about our services, including on 
our website: http://caps.sa.ucsb.edu/.  CAPS is open 8:30-4:30pm M,T,Th and Fri. Wednesdays 10-4:30pm. You can also 
come in to make an appointment. If you have a crisis or an urgent matter, walk in to CAPS for a same-day appointment 
and ask to talk with a psychologist or call the 24/7 line after-hours.

•	 If you are interested in assessing your mental health, you can access quick	and	confidential	online	screenings	at http://
screening.mentalhealthscreening.org/ucsbcaps.

•	 #saysomething	Phone	App – This application provides mental health and suicide prevention information including 
warning signs of distress, how to talk to a friend, and campus resources.  It is available to download on your phone at 
http://caps.sa.ucsb.edu/saysomething.

•	 The	National	Suicide	Prevention	Lifeline	is available 24/7/365 at 1-800-273-TALK (8255) and information about Crisis 
Text Line can be found at http://www.crisistextline.org/how-it-works/.

•	 Mental	Health	Peers	– If you feel more comfortable talking with a fellow student, trained Mental Health Peers are avail-
able at CAPS.  No appointment is necessary, just drop in – Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm. They can also arrange for you 
to relax in our massage chairs or egg chair. Follow them on Facebook for updated hours, announcements, and mental 
health related information: https://www.facebook.com/UCSBMentalHealthPeers/

•	 Student	Health	Service	(SHS) – Care is available M-F by appointment, or you can drop-in with no appointment at Urgent 
Care. Student Health Service offers primary care, psychiatry, social work services and specialty medical care. Call 805-
893-5361 or access the website at https://studenthealth.sa.ucsb.edu. To access the 24/7 Nurseline for advice, please call 
1-800-539-1387.

•	 Alcohol	and	Drug	Program	(ADP)	- If you are concerned about your use of alcohol or drugs, call 805-893-5013 or access 
the website at https://alcohol.sa.ucsb.edu. You can also call 805-893-3371 to make a confidential appointment with a 
counselor.

•	 Campus	Advocacy	Resources	&	Education	(CARE) – This program anticipates and responds to the needs of students 
impacted by stalking, sexual assault, harassment, dating/domestic violence and provides confidential advocacy and sup-
port. Confidential advocates are available 24/7 at 805-893-4613 http://wgse.sa.ucsb.edu/CARE/

•	 Resource	Center	for	Sexual	and	Gender	Diversity	(RCSGD)	– Located on the third floor of the Student Resource Build-
ing, this resource works with students, staff and faculty to ensure that LGBTQ identities, experiences and concerns are 
represented and addressed at UCSB. Professional and student staff members are available for support and advocacy at 
805-893-5847 or http://wgse.sa.ucsb.edu/RCSGD/home

•	 Student	Mental	Health	Coordination	Services	(SMHCS) – If you are concerned about a friend and not sure what to do or 
they are refusing help, you can contact the SMHCS office at 805-893-3030. An online referral form is also available at 
http://www.sa.ucsb.edu/REFERaGAUCHO

•	 Disabled	Students	Program	(DSP)	- If your symptoms are interfering with your ability to perform academically, call 805-
893-2668 or access the website at https://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu/

•	 Academic	Questions:	For concerns related to academic progress, please contact your respective college.

College of Letters & Science: 805-893-2038, 1117 Cheadle Hall (check website for office hours: http://www.duels.ucsb.
edu/advising/appointments)
College of Engineering: 805-893-2809, 1006 Harold Frank Hall 
College of Creative Studies: 805-893-4146, 104 CCS Building 494
Graduate Division: 805-893-2277, gradacademics@graddiv.ucsb.edu, 3117 Cheadle Hall

•	 Emergency	or	imminent	threats:	If you ever have immediate concerns about someone’s life or safety, please call 911.
     
As a UC Santa Barbara student, you are part of a community that cares about you, your successes, and your struggles. 
We are here to support you. If you are experiencing distress, please let someone know.
 
We urge you to take advantage of these resources to manage stress, anxiety or depression that may be affecting you. The 
good news is that treatments for these challenges are highly effective and are available right here on the UCSB campus, 
or off-campus, if you prefer. 
 
Take care, and we wish you a healthy, balanced and productive spring quarter

Sincerely,
Margaret Klawunn, Ph.D.                                              Jeanne Stanford, Ph.D.
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs                              Director, CAPS

Dear Student,

As spring quarter begins, we hope you are finding ways to stay healthy and 
balanced. Please know that it is not uncommon for students to experience 

In addition, our campus has experienced a number of losses this year, which we know have impacted our community. 
We want to take a moment to remind you that there are always resources in place to support you during your time 
here at UCSB.

Creating balance, having proper nutrition, exercise, and sleep are all first steps in maintaining and regaining your 
physical and mental well-being. UCSB Health and Wellness offers many resources and programs to help you improve 
your well-being at http://wellness.sa.ucsb.edu.  If you are struggling in any way, please know that you are not alone 
and that support is available from resources listed below.

some anxiety, stress, or even depression as the academic year begins to wind down. Spring is traditionally a time of 
transition for students, and you may be experiencing excitement or uncertainty about your plans for the future. 
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•	 Counseling	&	Psychological	Services	(CAPS):	For individual counseling, group counseling, and wellness opportunities, 
call 805-893-4411 or stop by the Counseling and Career Services Building (599)      to talk with someone. We also have 
24/7 phone counseling available by calling 805-893-4411. Find additional information about our services, including on 
our website: http://caps.sa.ucsb.edu/.  CAPS is open 8:30-4:30pm M,T,Th and Fri. Wednesdays 10-4:30pm. You can also 
come in to make an appointment. If you have a crisis or an urgent matter, walk in to CAPS for a same-day appointment 
and ask to talk with a psychologist or call the 24/7 line after-hours.

•	 If you are interested in assessing your mental health, you can access quick	and	confidential	online	screenings	at http://
screening.mentalhealthscreening.org/ucsbcaps.

•	 #saysomething	Phone	App – This application provides mental health and suicide prevention information including 
warning signs of distress, how to talk to a friend, and campus resources.  It is available to download on your phone at 
http://caps.sa.ucsb.edu/saysomething.

•	 The	National	Suicide	Prevention	Lifeline	is available 24/7/365 at 1-800-273-TALK (8255) and information about Crisis 
Text Line can be found at http://www.crisistextline.org/how-it-works/.

•	 Mental	Health	Peers	– If you feel more comfortable talking with a fellow student, trained Mental Health Peers are avail-
able at CAPS.  No appointment is necessary, just drop in – Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm. They can also arrange for you 
to relax in our massage chairs or egg chair. Follow them on Facebook for updated hours, announcements, and mental 
health related information: https://www.facebook.com/UCSBMentalHealthPeers/

•	 Student	Health	Service	(SHS) – Care is available M-F by appointment, or you can drop-in with no appointment at Urgent 
Care. Student Health Service offers primary care, psychiatry, social work services and specialty medical care. Call 805-
893-5361 or access the website at https://studenthealth.sa.ucsb.edu. To access the 24/7 Nurseline for advice, please call 
1-800-539-1387.

•	 Alcohol	and	Drug	Program	(ADP)	- If you are concerned about your use of alcohol or drugs, call 805-893-5013 or access 
the website at https://alcohol.sa.ucsb.edu. You can also call 805-893-3371 to make a confidential appointment with a 
counselor.

•	 Campus	Advocacy	Resources	&	Education	(CARE) – This program anticipates and responds to the needs of students 
impacted by stalking, sexual assault, harassment, dating/domestic violence and provides confidential advocacy and sup-
port. Confidential advocates are available 24/7 at 805-893-4613 http://wgse.sa.ucsb.edu/CARE/

•	 Resource	Center	for	Sexual	and	Gender	Diversity	(RCSGD)	– Located on the third floor of the Student Resource Build-
ing, this resource works with students, staff and faculty to ensure that LGBTQ identities, experiences and concerns are 
represented and addressed at UCSB. Professional and student staff members are available for support and advocacy at 
805-893-5847 or http://wgse.sa.ucsb.edu/RCSGD/home

•	 Student	Mental	Health	Coordination	Services	(SMHCS) – If you are concerned about a friend and not sure what to do or 
they are refusing help, you can contact the SMHCS office at 805-893-3030. An online referral form is also available at 
http://www.sa.ucsb.edu/REFERaGAUCHO

•	 Disabled	Students	Program	(DSP)	- If your symptoms are interfering with your ability to perform academically, call 805-
893-2668 or access the website at https://dsp.sa.ucsb.edu/

•	 Academic	Questions:	For concerns related to academic progress, please contact your respective college.

College of Letters & Science: 805-893-2038, 1117 Cheadle Hall (check website for office hours: http://www.duels.ucsb.
edu/advising/appointments)
College of Engineering: 805-893-2809, 1006 Harold Frank Hall 
College of Creative Studies: 805-893-4146, 104 CCS Building 494
Graduate Division: 805-893-2277, gradacademics@graddiv.ucsb.edu, 3117 Cheadle Hall

•	 Emergency	or	imminent	threats:	If you ever have immediate concerns about someone’s life or safety, please call 911.
     
As a UC Santa Barbara student, you are part of a community that cares about you, your successes, and your struggles. 
We are here to support you. If you are experiencing distress, please let someone know.
 
We urge you to take advantage of these resources to manage stress, anxiety or depression that may be affecting you. The 
good news is that treatments for these challenges are highly effective and are available right here on the UCSB campus, 
or off-campus, if you prefer. 
 
Take care, and we wish you a healthy, balanced and productive spring quarter

Sincerely,
Margaret Klawunn, Ph.D.                                              Jeanne Stanford, Ph.D.
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs                              Director, CAPS

Dear Student,

As spring quarter begins, we hope you are finding ways to stay healthy and 
balanced. Please know that it is not uncommon for students to experience 

In addition, our campus has experienced a number of losses this year, which we know have impacted our community. 
We want to take a moment to remind you that there are always resources in place to support you during your time 
here at UCSB.

Creating balance, having proper nutrition, exercise, and sleep are all first steps in maintaining and regaining your 
physical and mental well-being. UCSB Health and Wellness offers many resources and programs to help you improve 
your well-being at http://wellness.sa.ucsb.edu.  If you are struggling in any way, please know that you are not alone 
and that support is available from resources listed below.

some anxiety, stress, or even depression as the academic year begins to wind down. Spring is traditionally a time of 
transition for students, and you may be experiencing excitement or uncertainty about your plans for the future. 

Parker J. Williams 
Loved Nature, Was 
an Avid Historian

Supriya Yelimeli
Editor in Chief

Parker James Williams was an avid read-
er, rock lover and budding historian who 
had a deep connection with nature. He died 
on April 12 at UC Santa Barbara and was 20 
years old.

Parker was in his second year at UCSB, 
studying psychology and history while 
working at UCSB Adventure Programs. 

In his childhood, Parker dove into march-
ing band, the Boy Scouts of America and 
took pride in his academics.

He also attended a Toy Soldier conven-
tion with his father, Rand Williams, every 
year. His father said Parker expanded his 
knowledge of history through these conven-
tions. The conventions were their tradition, 
and Rand said, “It’s gonna be tough next 
year knowing that I won’t share that with 
him.”

Once he became a history buff, Rand said 
Parker was fascinated by the controversy 
and treaties that evolved from World War II.

Parker’s favorite person in history was 
Winston Churchill, his dad said, and the 
two once visited Churchill ’s secret subterra-
nean command center on a family vacation 
to London. “It was tough to pull him out of 
there,” Rand said.

Parker’s room was full of books, Rand 
said, and he particularly liked science fan-
tasy novels. He loved “Star Wars” and was 
just starting to get into “Star Trek,” begin-
ning with the T.V. show. “He wasn’t a big fan 
of the movies,” Rand said, describing Parker 
as a “purist” when it came to pop culture.

“He was an old rocker at heart; he was 
a huge Beatles fan,” Rand said. The White 
Album was likely Parker’s favorite, and his 
dad said Parker once went out of his way 
to find the album for his younger sister. 
The album will be placed at his service on 
Saturday.

“That’s the kind of thing he was doing. 
He was always looking out for others,” Rand 
said. “The caring person that he was, he 
always championed people that were left to 
the side and the people who fell behind.”

A group of nearly 20 people from 
Adventure Programs held a memorial for 
Parker Monday at Campus Point, gather-
ing next to a rental office where Williams 
worked and spent much of his time on 
campus. 

Huddled close to each other around a 
small fire, the circle took in the sound of 
crashing waves, wrote messages to Parker 
and chose to either toss in the notes or share 

their memories aloud. 
Several members of the group worked 

closely with Parker after he completed his 
Leadership Training Course last year and 
remembered him as diligent, careful person 
who had an “eagerness to do well for others.” 

“The world was better with him in it,” one 
friend said, adding that Parker had “a magi-
cal presence that made you feel comfort-
able.” Another recounted her shifts working 
the rental office with Parker, saying he made 
her a better employee and a better person.

Rand shared with the Nexus a speech 
Parker presented at his Eagle Court of Honor 
ceremony. It is printed it here in its entirety: 

“Scouting for me was never about the 
Eagle. I’ve always been more enamored by 
the journey…Nothing can take from me the 
majesty of watching a sunset from the top 
of Big Bear Mountain, the calm of napping 
near a gentle creek in Whitsett forest, the 
rush of adrenaline from fighting white water 
in the Kern River Valley…Whenever I need a 
reprieve from life’s sad noise or dull hum, 
all I need to do is remember the beauty and 
vivacity of nature, and suddenly, I have the 
motivation to push on so that I may explore 
more of these unique paradises…what has 
made my time here (Scouting) truly enjoy-
able has been the time spent with friends.

I’ ll never remember the hundreds of con-
versations that were had, but I will remem-
ber the smiling and laughing, simply being 
content. An indicator of this is that no mat-
ter where we go camping, the heart of the 
trip always seems to be at night when we all 
gather around a campfire, a lamp lit table, or 
all cram inside one tent to play cards while 
laughing away the troubles we left at home. 
It is an innumerable amount of amazing 
memories…and each one I will look fondly 
upon for the rest of my life.” 

Williams was in his second year at UC Santa Barbara, studying psychology and history 
while working at UCSB Adventure Programs. He was 20 years old when he died.

Courtesy of Rand Williams

Continued from p.3
CSD

Each intern will be paired with one member of the CSD’s 
board of directors to assist them with their specific projects.

JOSE OCHOA / DAILY NEXUS 

double major.
Reed has worked with the UCDC 

program in Washington, interned for 
Congressman John Yarmuth and worked 
with the political nonprofit organization 
Emerge America.

Asked what she would place the CSD’s 
focus on if she had the opportunity, Reed 
said she would focus on security in I.V. but 
is unsure of what that solution would cur-
rently look like.

“As of now, I mostly want most of the 
focus to go to safety in I.V. I know that 
there’s been — at least in the last year — a 
pretty big increase in safety like sexual 
assault,” Reed said. “So just making sure 
that all the students feel safe and comfort-
able while they’re walking around.”

Reed said she would like to have a career 
in government, though she said she is not 
likely to run for public office.

Reed will be working directly with 
Director Bertrand, assisting him in his 
duties as chair of the board and as a mem-
ber of the Policy Committee. She will also 
help with any other administrative duties 
necessary. In an interview with the Nexus, 
Bertrand said Reed will likely be helping 
draft the CSD’s policy manual. 

The internship is open to UCSB students of all majors and 
is currently run through the political science department.

JOSE OCHOA / DAILY NEXUS 

Graswich, Poroj and Reed were chosen from a pool of 
45 applicants just two weeks after applications opened.

JOSE OCHOA / DAILY NEXUS 

I’ll never remember 
the hundreds of 
conversations that 
were had, but I will 
remember the smiling 
and laughing, simply 
being content.

“

”- PARKER J. WILLIAMS
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Register for these events and others at:

allgauchoreunion.com
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APRIL  27-30
2 0 1 7gaucho Your Campus. 

Your Community. 
Your Weekend.
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2017  All Gauch
o
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eunion 

Ready…
         Set…
            Gallop

WASTING
 

TIME
             Meet and hear artists who  
        developed their music and  
        audience in Isla Vista. 

Zach Gill (of ALO/Jack Johnson Band), Cool Water Canyon, The Olés, Jimmy 2 Times

Join us for an evening of

EAT, DRINK and Be Happy at UCSB’s 
Biggest Lawn Party Ever! Live music by 
Cool Water Canyon, good eats, wine and brews 
from your favorites.  Proceeds benefit student 
scholarships at UCSB.

Taste 
of

UCSB

 Saturday, April 29 | 8:30 a.m. 
Harder Stadium, UCSB | $20 Student Price

Saturday, April 29 | 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Science Green, UC Santa Barbara campus
Must be 21 yrs or older |  $45 Student Price

Sponsors
alumni
UC SANTA BARBARA

Proceeds benefit student scholarships at UCSB.

 Friday, April 28 | 8:00 p.m. 
Campbell Hall, UCSB | $10 Student Price
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Wednesday, April 26
1-3p.m.
Storke Plaza

Daily Nexus 
2nd Annual 
Best of Festival

Join us for Live Music, Fresh 
Popcorn, Cotton Candy, Photo 

Booth, Henna, Caricature 
Drawings and more!

- UCSB Police

SPONSORS

- AS Program Board

- Student Health

- UCSB Health and Wellness 

Attendees
Woodstock’s Pizza

Blaze Pizza
IV FOOD CO-OP

- Athletics

The Nexus presents its annual “Best Of” voting 
for 2017. Choose your favorites — the food, 

music and places that light up Isla Vista — and 
join us at our second annual Best Of Festival on 

April 26 in Storke Plaza.

Vote at dailynexus.com!

Continued from p.1
CAMERAS

that owns the camera. The footage is only released 
during police investigations or when there is compel-
ling interest to uncover what was filmed.

Hall noted that the university is in the process of 
creating a new policy to specifically outline the regu-
lation of camera use. 

“It’ll vary by various departments, and this is a 
reason why we’ve started the dialogue,” Hall said. “We 
want a policy that says, ‘If you’re going to manage a 
camera, there are practices and standards to which 
you have to adhere that balance privacy, safety and 
security.’”

The group drafting the new university policy 
was created around four months ago and consists of 
law enforcement, university administrators, univer-
sity staff members and Jennifer Lofthus, the chief of 
information and security officer. 

The UC Office of the President is also creating a 
new system-wide policy change.

According to Hall, security cameras pose an “ethi-
cal burden” due to controversy between increasing 
surveillance and maintaining people’s privacy. He 
also described them as a “monetary burden” because 
individual departments pay for their installed cam-
eras.

There are a total of 324 surveillance cameras on campus, and some 
students believe extra signage for the cameras is necessary.

JENNY LUO / DAILY NEXUS 

Continued from p.3
SAN JOAQUIN 

not have to go all the way down to Costco to shop for groceries.” 
 Rousseau said the original intent behind making these apart-
ments more environmentally friendly was in response to student 
demands at UC meetings in pushing for greener construction as 
well as sustainability in the buildings. 
 “I like to say that it’s student-driven why we’re here,” he said.
 Brian Graham, project manager for the construction site, said 
in addition to the apartment buildings being more environmen-
tally friendly, such installments will help save costs of mainte-
nance and repair in the future. 
 “A lot of the sustainable buildings do cost more upfront, but 
they do have a somewhat higher payback,” Graham said. 
 Features such as sensor-based lights, which remotely turn off 
when not being used, as well as the use of recycled water, help 
alleviate the costs of energy consumption.

 Rousseau said while the environmental aspects of San Joaquin 
are major highlights in its construction, it is only one small project 
in the larger view of environmental conservation efforts. 
 “This project isn’t going to save the world,” he said. “But it’s a 
great example of things that operators and building owners can 
do when they make a change.”
 Rousseau said such environmental efforts are created in the 
hopes of improving both the lives of students and workers within 
the community. Greater understanding of these environmental 
aspects can lead to more awareness of the topic of environmental 
conservation, he said.
 “It’s to build an environmentally friendly building and a build-
ing which students can live safely and learn in,” Rousseau said. 
“That’s why we’re here. And to live in a community that’s comfort-
able and healthy.”

Continued from p.1
DISPENSARY 

off marijuana. Barrett described this as 
an “annoyance,” citing safety concerns for 
himself and his staff, difficulties of being a 
cash-only business and backlash from cus-
tomers who wish to use credit cards to pay. 

“Stop thinking that we’re drug deal-
ers,” he said. “I work a lot of hours, over 100 
a week easily, over 120 ... I’m earning it.” 

With regulations constantly changing 
and Barrett shifting his focus more toward 
cultivation, the future of the I.V. Treehouse 
Collective is uncertain. 

“I get asked all the time, ‘Would you 
sell it, would you sell it?’ and the answer is 
I don’t want to. It’s like asking if you would 
sell your child,” he said. “But the way the 
laws are written they technically say deliv-
ery services will be banned.” 

Despite these setbacks, he maintains 
hope for the future of the Treehouse. Cities 
like San Jose have started to issue registra-
tions to allow dispensaries to deliver medi-
cal marijuana, giving hope that deliveries 
may not be completely banned. 

For the full story, see dailynexus.com.

After launching his dispensary in 2016, Barrett now caters to somewhere 
between 850 and 1,000 customers, many of whom are UCSB students. 

TAMARI DZOTSENIDZE / DAILY NEXUS 
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SPORTS
After a last-second miss led to a 
Cavs win in game one, Indiana 
forward Paul George told the 
media he should’ve been the 
one taking that final shot ... 

meanwhile, Lance Stephenson is 
still wide open under the basket 

waiting to win the game.

Armchair QB
The UCSB golf team won its fourth 

tournament of the season after a victory 
at the Cal Poly Shootout on Tuesday. 

Next up is the Big West Championship 
beginning on May 1. Full story on 

dailynexus.com.

Men’s Golf 

Sean White
Sports Editor 

As players evolve, so do the qualif ications of their respective positions 
and roles. While spot-up shooters, lockdown glue defenders and rim 
protectors still are prevalent in the game of basketball, the value of a multi-
dimensional player who possesses a variety of tools has skyrocketed.

 Of course, not every player possesses the abilities of LeBron James, 
Kevin Durant, Giannis Antetokounmpo, Draymond Green or Kawhi 
Leonard to play the one through f ive on the court, but the NBA’s current 
state of players has established a heightened list of expectations. 

 At the forefront of this ascension is the transformative state of the point 
guard. 

 Considering the last two decades, there have been strides of improvement 
within the position that continue to amaze us all as they unfold. 

 Destined to continue its growth, there remains one unanswered 
question: What determines an elite point guard? What should be taken 
into full account when evaluating and labeling a point guard with what 
has become such an unpredictable status? Is it assists? Points? Plus/minus 
value? Postseason success/experience?

 No clear-cut answer prevails, and there’s no guarantee as to whether 
or not there will ever be one. Yet, the time is now to acknowledge and 
appreciate the mounting progression of the point guard earning more 
stardom in the NBA. 

 The traditional approach of being a pass-f irst, low-scoring point no 
longer defines the coveted f loor general. Although the fundamentals of 
being able to run and orchestrate the offense from the top of the key are 
still staples, the “one” has transformed into a more versatile entity within 
itself. 

 While various elements, including the type of offensive/defensive 
systems implemented, player roles, scouting, coaching and executive 
responsibilities, each have an inf luence on player performance, point 
guards are reaching a new pinnacle of signif icance.

 NBA history has been rewritten following the milestones of point 
guards over the years.

 From Derrick Rose becoming the youngest NBA MVP ever to Steph 
Curry becoming the f irst ever unanimous NBA MVP in his second-
straight winning of the award to Russell Westbrook breaking Oscar 
Robertson’s record by setting the new single-season triple-double record at 
42, the NBA’s longtime “Where Amazing Happens” campaign seems to be 
most f ittingly applied to today’s arsenal of point guards.

 Looking ahead to the 2017 NBA Draft — set to take place on June 22, 
2017 — the point guard position is set to be the most coveted cohort of 
players on the board in the early portion of the f irst round.

 It is possible that f ive point guards — Markelle Fultz, Lonzo Ball, 
De’Aaron Fox, Dennis Smith Jr. and Frank Ntilikina — could be selected 
in the lottery, which would be the most since 1999.

 While the upcoming class of point guards will anticipate adding their 
own style to the game, the diverse makeup of today’s offensive leaders 
include a nostalgic nature as well.

 Reminiscent with the likes of legends Earvin “Magic” Johnson and 
Oscar Robertson, the notion of the “point forward” is even more relevant in 
the NBA today with the emergence of the aforementioned Antetokounmpo 
and James or the 76ers’ decision that Ben Simmons will run the point in 
his debut next season.

 Likely to be judged as oversized or too uncoordinated for the point 
position if viewed by the standards of the ABA or NBA’s early years, 
the developing trend of bigger, stronger and massively built players has 
changed the prototypical state of the point guard for the better.

 Just look at the hype and frenzy we all went into when then prospect 
7-footer Thon Maker’s basketball highlight tape went viral on social 
media, with him coming up the court and performing AND-1 like, ankle-

breaking crossovers while pulling up for shots from just about anywhere 
on the court.

 Surely there’s no way anyone could discredit the heart and talent of 
current playmakers like Chris Paul or Isaiah Thomas, who are on the 
shorter side of the height spectrum, but the existence of the “Space Jam” 
Monstars build (for lack of a better word) of players transitioning into 
point guards is fascinating and fun to watch.

 Despite the contrast in build and body frame, this same transition 
applies with players like James Harden, who was named the Houston 
Rockets’ point guard after the hiring of Mike D’Antoni and has excelled 
since then. He f inished the 2016-17 NBA regular season with career highs 
in points per game (29.1), assists (11.2) and rebounds (8.1), leaving many 
in favor of him winning the NBA MVP award.

 With an ability to create his own shot and drain it from either short 
or long-range distances and drive and kill defenders off with his signature 
Euro-step or draw fouls, Harden’s skillset has been enhanced most by his 
improved vision on the court when scoring or f inding open teammates. 

 But the dynamic of the point guard doesn’t end with size, athleticism, 
scoring or passing ability; it also includes the slashing and aggressive 
nature of players such as potential NBA MVP Russell Westbrook and John 
Wall.

 Although everyone is entitled to and possesses their own liking for each 
style, the NBA point guard has become somewhat atypical due to the fact 
that it’s a position constantly redefining itself.

 With the NBA playoffs in full effect, all of the league’s top point guards 
are performing on the game’s biggest stage. It is time for us all to delay 
the “elite” discussion and appreciate what’s available at the moment before 
it’s too late, and all that’s remaining are game highlights and jerseys in the 
rafters. 

Not Defined By the Dime: The Transformation of the 1

Andrew Hernandez
Staff Writer 

The final game of the regular season is upon us, and in 
it, the UCSB women’s tennis team will face off against its 
bitter green rival, Cal Poly, this weekend.

 The Mustangs travel to Santa Barbara for their f inal 
match of the season, holding a 4-13 overall record and 
just a 2-5 conference record ranking them in seventh 
place in the standings. Santa Barbara hosts, having won 
six straight matches and is currently boasting a 13-9 
overall record and a very positive 6-1 Big West record, 
netting them the No. 2 seed come next week’s conference 
tournament.

 Despite having the No. 2 seed locked up, Santa 
Barbara still has a lot to play for, as with a win this week-
end and a Hawaii loss, UCSB will claim a share of the 
regular season conference crown.

 The 2017 women’s tennis installment of the Blue-
Green rivalry looks to be an exciting one as the Gauchos 
are looking to maintain their perfect month of April and 
beat the Mustangs for the third consecutive season. 

 The last victory for Cal Poly in the women’s tennis 
Blue-Green rivalry came in 2014, when the Mustangs won 
against the Gauchos 4-3. UCSB has three players return-
ing from last year’s win against Cal Poly: Natalie Da 
Silveira, Jaimee Gilbertson and Melissa Baker, who are 
all looking to have another great showing in this rivalry 
matchup. 

 Cal Poly is currently seventh place in the conference 
with a record of 2-5. Despite the poor position of the 
Mustangs, it is no guarantee that this will be an easy vic-
tory for UCSB; Cal Poly has had the best month of the 
season in April with a record of 2-2. 

 One positive: The Mustangs were victorious in their 
last game against UC Riverside last week, winning at a 
score of 4-3. In the match, Cal Poly was able to clinch 
the doubles point and the match victory overall, despite 
taking three consecutive singles matches late in the meet. 
The close victory came for the Mustangs after suffering 
a def lating 4-0 loss to the Long Beach State 49ers during 
which no Mustang won a match, singles or doubles.

 The solid performance against Riverside may not be 
too good of an indicator of level of play for UCSB, as Cal 
Poly has been unable to perform well against the other top 
teams in the conference such as Cal State Fullerton and 
Long Beach State.

 Coming off of a weekend during which the Gauchos 
beat those two exact teams, the comparison between 
UCSB and Cal Poly in this match clearly favors the 
Gauchos winning the meet again. However, the Mustangs 
may be motivated to play well, as this is the f inal regular 
season chance for bragging rights in the rivalry. 

 Players who are currently on a hot streak for the 
Gauchos are Palina Dubavets, Natalie Da Silveira and 
Amanda Atanasson. These players have been playing 
exceptionally well in the month of April, as Dubavets 
won all of her matches, both singles and doubles, in her 

last two matches against top competition. Da Silveira won 
all of her singles matches and one of her doubles matches 
against the same opponents. Atanasson was able to come 
back in last weekend’s meet against Long Beach State 
after losing the doubles match to begin the day. 

 In the case of Dubavets, she was recently awarded her 
second Big West Women’s Tennis Athlete of the Week 
after defeating Long Beach State’s Maeva Razakasoa — a 
two-time Big West Player of the Year — in singles last 
week, helping UCSB take the victory over LBSU 4-2.

 No win comes easy for any team, especially in a 
rivalry match like this one. The Blue-Green rivalry spans 
between all sports, and with all that’s on the line for the 
Gauchos, chances are they won’t be taking things easy 
come Saturday.

 UCSB takes on Cal Poly at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 
22, in Santa Barbara at the Rec Cen courts.

Gauchos Seek To Beat Rival Cal Poly 
to Maintain 7-Match Win Streak

Sean White
Sports Editor

According to the university’s intercollegiate athletics handbook, 
“The goal of UCSB’s Drug Education, Prevention and Testing 
Program is to promote a drug- and alcohol-free environment for 
the intercollegiate competitive program.”

While headlines and breaking news segments of substance 
abuse or other drug-related violations tend to have a negative con-
notation, there are various components that contribute to the for-
mation and current state of athletic drug policies and procedures 
here at UCSB. 

“Something helpful to understand is that there is both NCAA 
drug testing policies and procedures, and there’s also institutional 
drug policies and procedures,” Deputy Athletics Director and 
Senior Woman Administrator Kelly Barsky explained. “In most 
cases they’re very much alike. Almost all Division I programs 
navigate both.”

“The goal is two-fold. I think the NCAA put [the rules] in place 
for competitive equity [to] make sure there’s not drug use that then 
potentially enhances performance, which creates an inequity [on] 
the playing field,” Barsky said. “The institutional drug policies 
and procedures may provide some of that, but it’s also to provide 
support for student-athlete health and wellness.”

It is this dimension of health and wellness that has distinguished 
the foundation of UCSB’s drug policies and procedures, aiding 
their emphasis on not leaving student-athletes in the position to 
come to conclusions through trial and error, but rather with “drug 
education, prevention and testing.” 

Although the Intercollegiate Athletics (ICA) building serves as 
most UCSB student-athletes’ sanctuary for their needs, ensuring 
that they are also aware of the multitude of on-campus resources is 
one of the primary components on Barsky’s agenda. 

“My primary function is to provide oversight and support to a 
lot of our internal components within the [athletics] department,” 
Barsky said. “[This includes] sports medicine, sport performance, 
our collaboration with academic services, NCAA compliance 

[and] student advisory council. Anything pertaining to providing 
internal support or collaboration with the student athlete experi-
ence.”

Busy with practice, games, traveling, courses and catching 
up on homework to remain eligible for play all while trying to 
maintain a social life, the student-athlete experience includes an 
intensified form of the typical student’s yearn for balance and 
time for self. 

The array of responsibilities can be overwhelmingly stressful, 
especially with the prevalence of peer pressure or the temptations 
that exist within Isla Vista that sometimes lead to violations and 
misconduct. 

An awareness of these temptations is necessary, as student-
athletes are provided with no timetable concerning the frequency 
of drug testing throughout the regular or off seasons. 

“The NCAA as well as the institutional drug policy has ran-
dom testing dates,” Barsky said. “There’s no schedule or schedule 
per sport. We can be notified or student-athletes can be notified 
anytime that there will be a test within a 24-hour period. The [ath-
letics] department works with Drug Free Sport, which is the same 
company that administers drug testing for the NCAA.”

 Although the NCAA lays out the foundation for institutions 
to follow, UCSB’s drug policy prides itself on providing student-
athletes with resources that are not only primarily concerned with 
performance but the overall mental and physical health as well.

“I think the institutional structure provides a little more sup-
port. Again, you’re still [subject to] year-round random selection, 
but if you’re selected and there’s a positive test, there’s a process for 
support and potentially rehabilitation,” Barsky said. “Your first 
sanction is to follow the process of working with the alcohol and 
drug program. A second positive [or more] will lead to sanctions 
within your playing season, but it’s also to provide and use counsel-
ing services. The NCAA doesn’t have those supports in place like 
we have as an institution.” 

“We use the drug testing policy as well as a lot of resources. 
Services such as student health, the alcohol and drug program and 
Counseling and Psychological Services.”

For full story, see dailynexus.com

UCSB’s Drug 
Policy Aims 
to Enhance 
and Cater to 
the Student 

Athlete 
Experience
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2016-17 NBA Scoring Leaders (PPG): 
Power of the Point

PGs in Top 10

2. James Harden, HOU - 29.1

3. Isaiah Thomas, BOS - 28.9

6. Damian Lillard, POR- 27.0

10. Stephen Curry, GSW - 25.3

1. Russell Westbrook, OKC 
 - 31.6 PPG (NBA scoring champion)
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UCSB still has a chance to get a share of the conference 
title with a win over Cal Poly and a Hawaii loss to UCR.
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Does Your Family Need Lodging 
for Graduation Weekend?

Stay in a Tropicana Gardens residence hall suite!

*Prices include continental breakfast, linen packets in each room, parking on-site, 
internet, use of facility, and occupancy tax. *Some beds are bunked.

The closest  
hotel we could  

find is 45 minutes  
away.

If we stay at  
Trop, we can walk  

to Graduation. 

... and 
not worry  

about parking!

Tropicana Gardens is offering accommodations in our residence hall 
suites, 2 blocks from UCSB’s main campus. 2 Bedroom/1 bath suites 
have 5 twin XL beds* and 3 Bedroom/2 bath suites have 9 twin XL 
beds*; there is a shared living room, but no kitchen. Continental 
breakfast at our on-site dining hall is included, as are linen packets 
for each bed, free on-site parking, free WiFi, and use of our amenities 
(pool, rec room, and cardio room).

6585 El Colegio Road, Goleta, California 93117 • (805) 968-4319

Reserve today at
www.tropicanastudentliving.com/short-term-stays/graduation-lodging

Winless Worries: UCSB and CSUN Look for First Conf. Wins in Season Finale
Tommy Pardini
Staff Writer 

After a tough six-overtime loss on senior 
day, the No. 12 UCSB women’s water polo 
team looks to regroup in its final match of 
the regular season, as it is set to play on the 
road against No. 24 Cal State Northridge.

The loser of this matchup will finish at the 
bottom of the Big West standings in regular 
season play. Both teams are currently looking 
for their first conference wins of the season. 

UCSB will travel to face the Matadors 
in hopes of improving upon its 15-11, 0-4 
record. 

Meanwhile, CSUN is hoping to end its 
streak of seven consecutive losses, going into 
the weekend 10-19 and 0-4. 

CSUN hasn’t won a regular season confer-
ence game since 2015 and will hope to avoid 
repeating last season’s finish of zero confer-
ence wins. 

Last weekend’s nail-biting defeat to Long 
Beach State extended UCSB’s losing streak 
to three games. 

A victory on the road against a struggling 
Matador team could provide a late jumpstart 
of momentum heading into the Big West 
tournament.

In addition to its seven-game slump, Cal 
State Northridge’s losing woes include 10 
losses in their last 11 games. Over the span 

of their losing streak, the Matadors have 
allowed 12 goals per game. 

Notably, CSUN is winless at home this 
season while UCSB is 2-3 in true road games.

The Gauchos have a chance to earn their 
third win over the Matadors this season after 
defeating them twice in February. 

Santa Barbara controlled the two previous 
meetings, securing victories with 11-8 and 
11-6 finishes. 

As many teams have experienced, 
Northridge had absolutely no answer for 
senior utility Taylor Shore, who poured in 
four goals in each game. 

Nonetheless, Shore’s scoring ability is one 
of many components that help to produce 
goal-scoring opportunities for her teammates 
as well.

This is an opportunity for Shore to get 
back to her scoring ways, building off her 
two-goal performance last weekend.

“We have a lot of great players on our team. 
Even last game we had six different girls that 
scored seven goals, so it’s not just Taylor 
[Shore]” Assistant Coach Sierra Peltcher said. 
“It’s great that other people can step up even 
if Northridge were to cancel her out.”

Looking to challenge UCSB’s scor-
ing attack will be Matador junior attacker 
Madeleine Sanchez, who has risen to the top 
of the Big West in goals scored on the season. 

Sanchez’s 60 goals this season is still not 

enough to top her total of 73 goals last year 
in her sophomore campaign.

Only eight players in Big West conference 
history have recorded more than 73 goals 
in a single season. Sanchez is one of the few 
threats to score on a Northridge team that 
averages the least amount of goals per game 
(8.14) in the Big West.

The Gauchos’ freshman goalkeeper, Kenzi 
Snyder, will make it difficult for the Matadors 
to score with her tremendous play as of late.

Last weekend, the Santa Ana, Calif. native 
recorded 13 saves and was the focal point to 
UCSB surviving during its extensive over-
time bout. 

Snyder’s 192 saves this season ranks sec-
ond in the Big West and first among Big 
West freshmen. With a strong anchor in the 
defense, UCSB is capable of disrupting the 
recent success of the prolific Sanchez.

As the struggles of Northridge continue, 
Santa Barbara can bury the Matadors at the 
bottom of the standings with a victory.

The Gauchos are concentrating on what 
they can control as they head into this crucial 
part of the year. 

“A lot of our season right now is just focus-
ing on ourselves and working on our plays 
and tactics,” Peltcher said.

UCSB will battle Cal State Northridge on 
Saturday at noon at Matador Pool to finish 
off the regular season.

Hoping to avoid a last place finish in the Big West standings, the UCSB women’s water polo team 
will seek to achieve its first .500 or above record in away games since the 2013-14 regular season.  
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Gauchos Enter 49er Territory Looking for Upset, Hope to Stay in Big West Race 
Calvin Thrift
Staff Writer 

Following a 2-1 series win over CSUN, 
the UCSB softball team will face off against 
a very talented Long Beach State team this 
weekend. 

Long Beach is coming off a series sweep 
versus Cal Poly and currently holds first place 
in the Big West standings, while the Gauchos 
are tied with CSUN for third place. 

This will be the first meeting between the 
two teams this season.

Being tied for third, the Gauchos are 24-20 
overall and are sitting right above .500 in 
conference play at 5-4. 

There are plenty more opportunities for 
UCSB to climb the ladder in the Big West, 
particularly this weekend. 

Despite being below average in the overall 
wins and loss columns at 19-20, Long Beach 
State has ascended during the Big West 
schedule with its leading 7-2 record. 

The Gauchos have a decent amount of 
momentum heading into this weekend, with 
four wins in their last six games, and they 
could use it to knock off the first place 49ers. 
But one must acknowledge Long Beach’s 
consistent start as it has made considerable 
progress since last season, improving from 
their final 2016 league record of 12-9 and 
presently holding the league-best record.

The UCSB softball squad is coming off of 

a second-straight series win. Gaucho Jessica 
Johnston earned the Big West Softball Field 
Player of the Week for her performance 
against CSUN. 

Johnston, a junior outfielder for UCSB, 
brought in three runs in the last game facing 
the Matadors to secure the series win. 

Batting .364 for the year, Johnston owns 
the second best hitting clip on the team. This 
is an improvement on last season, in which 
Johnston held a .322 batting average. On the 
season, Johnston has four homers following 
one of her most recent shots over right field 
against CSUN. 

Her power was complemented by clutch-
ness on Wednesday as she delivered a walk-
off double to secure UCSB’s 2-1 win over 
Fresno State. 

Another leader for the Gauchos this season 
has been sophomore Sierra Altmeyer. The 
infielder has so far this season averaged a 
team-best .406 batting average. 

Aside from this impressive average, Altmeyer 
has homered nine times this season in addition 
to producing 30 RBIs, both team highs. 

Altmeyer and teammate Johnston will be 
looking to knock off the current first-place 
team this weekend while the 49ers will 
attempt to increase their lead in the league.

Last season the 49ers won the series against 
UCSB, outscoring the Gauchos’ 26 runs to 
eight over the course of three games. 

Along with having to be aware of the 49ers’ 

bats, Santa Barbara will hope to combat 
LBSU’s thriving defensive play. Long Beach 
is coming off not allowing a single run in 28 
innings in its series sweep of the Mustangs. 

Much of Long Beach State’s success this 
year has been thanks to senior transfer 
Sammi Gyerman. 

The 49ers’ outfielder is currently leading 
the team in batting average with a .328 clip 
in addition to scoring 12 runs for her team 
over the season thus far. Gyerman’s perfor-
mance in the past week prompted her nomi-
nation for the Big West Softball Field Player 
of the Week. 

Also leading the 49ers this season has been 
sophomore infielder Nichole Fry. 

After an impressive first season that saw 
the 2016 true freshman start all but one 
game, Fry has beeen able to achieve a batting 
average of .289 this season to go along with a 
team-best 24 runs scored. 

Over the weekend, Fry recorded her second 
home run of the season, securing the 2-0 win 
for the 49ers over the Mustangs. 

The Gauchos will travel to Long Beach in 
hopes of making up for last season’s series 
against the 49ers, with Game 1 being held 
Saturday, April 22, at 1 p.m. 

Following Game 1, Game 2 will be held 
at 3:30 p.m. 

The series will end with Game 3 on 
Sunday, April 23 with a start time of 1 p.m 
at Campus Diamond.

Top Seed at Stake: No. 42 UCSB Faces 
No. 44 Cal Poly in Reg. Season Finale

Richard Benites
Staff Writer

The UCSB men’s tennis 2017 campaign wraps up this 
weekend, as Santa Barbara is set to face off against blue-
green rival Cal Poly for the regular season f inale at home.

 Both the Gauchos and the Mustangs are in the race for 
a Big West f irst-seed f inish as this next meet will surely 
be a nail biter. UCSB is currently in f irst place with an 
undefeated conference record at 4-0, while second-place 
Cal Poly trails closely at 3-1.

 Santa Barbara is in outstanding form at the moment, 
as they are coming off yet another double-header sweep. 
This now increases their overall record on the season to 
16-5 and extends their current win streak to nine in a row.

 There are a few updates to report in regards to 
the team, as UCSB is now ranked No. 42 on the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association’s rankings. 

They were previously No. 48 in the nation, but their 
dominance over UC Irvine and UC Riverside elevated 
them through those six spots right past Cal Poly who still 
sits at No. 44 in the country, moving up one spot after a  
dominant 6-1 win over UCR. 

  The star duo of Simon Freund and Morgan Mays 
recently dropped down to No. 29, previously No. 23, 
in doubles rankings after not playing together this past 
weekend. 

The Gauchos also currently stand at a .762 win per-
centage and will remain above the .700 mark no matter 
the result of this weekend’s meet.

 Recently, the Gauchos have found strength in their 
singles play consistency. Their doubles play, however, has 
averaged out as an even split throughout the month of 
April.

 As for Cal Poly, they currently stand at a 16-6 overall 
on the season following their pair of conference wins 
also against UC Irvine, 5-2, and UC Riverside, 6-1. The 
Mustangs are currently ranked No. 44 on the ITA stand-
ings, a one-spot improvement on their previous No. 45 
overall rank. 

Beginning in early March, Cal Poly was on an eight-
game win streak before falling to UC Davis, for its f irst 
conference loss on April 2. 

The Mustangs currently have one ranked doubles team 
of Corey Pang and Ben Donovan, who are No. 55 in the 
nation. Donovan is also No. 113 on the ITA singles play 
rankings.

 Cal Poly has been on a roll in doubles competition, as 
they have yet to lose a contest throughout the month of 
April. 

In terms of their most recent loss against UC Davis, 
the Mustangs weren’t able to f ind singles play consistency 
early on, thus earning themselves their only loss since 
March 5.

 The result of this f inal regular season and Big West 
Conference meet will decide the f irst and second-place 
standings in the league. 

With a win, Santa Barbara continues its dominant 
streak of 10-straight Big West wins, posting its second-
straight perfect conference record while securing the top 
seed. 

A Cal Poly win would result in it getting a share of the 
regular season Big West crown, but more importantly,  it 
will give them the No. 1 seed for the tournament.

 Regardless, both the f irst and second-place seeds will 
receive a f irst-round bye in the Big West Conference 
Tournament. 

The winner of the fourth versus f ifth-place match will 
then face off against the f irst-place seed, while the winner 
of the third versus sixth-place match will play against the 
second-place seed.

 This weekend’s matchup against Cal Poly will also act 
as UCSB’s senior day. 

There are currently only two seniors on the team; the 
Gauchos will be honoring Morgan Mays and Teague 
Hamilton.

 The Blue-Green rivalry of UCSB versus Cal Poly is 
set to occur this Saturday, April 22, at 2 p.m. at home in 
Santa Barbara.         

Currently tied for third place in the Big West standings, one game behind a second place 
ranking, the UCSB Gauchos have shut out their opponent in three of their last four matchups. 
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The Gauchos will be looking to attain their 10th straight 
Big West win when they take on rival Cal Poly at home.
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Max Pasion-Gonzales
Staff Writer

The general energy for rap sensation Travis Scott 
has been anything but subtle recently. His last album, 
Birds in the Trap Sing McKnight, was a huge success, 
and, more importantly, his recent tour announcement 
has had the hip hop world buzzing furiously. The 805 
has been particularly excited with his seemingly out-
of-the-way first stop of the tour at the Santa Barbara 
Bowl. Along with the rest of the shows on the tour, the 
Santa Barbara date sold out quickly — the f loor seats 
sold out in a few minutes — and the performance put 
on by Scott was exactly as hyped as was anticipated.

When I arrived around 7:30 p.m., the Bowl was 
already fil led with students and hip hop fans, many 
sporting old Saint Pablo Tour and Travis Scott merch 
and an expected amount of overpriced streetwear, 
like Bape and Supreme. I immediately hopped in the 
long, winding merch line and, after about 20 minutes, 
I bought a few things. I later found out that, much 
like the Saint Pablo Tour, each city will have its own 
unique merchandise on sale for the audience. I then 
made my way to my seat to wait anxiously while some 

other rap hits played in the background.
Travis’s DJ, Chase B, came out to amp up the crowd 

around 8 p.m. with some pre-concert bangers. His 
first selection, Young Thug’s heavy “Danny Glover,” 
hit the hardest and had the general admission f loor 
moving aggressively. Among the other songs that 
Chase dropped were Lil Uzi Vert’s captivating ballad 
of “XO Tour Life” and, what is now clearly an essential 
at any high-energy event, Future’s earth-shattering 
“Mask Off.” After a good 30 minutes or so of Travis 
preparation, it was finally time for the dark horse of 
hip hop to make an appearance.

Scott came out around 8:30 p.m. and began the 
tour similarly to his new album, opening with “The 
Ends” and following with the infectious “Way Back.” 
In typical animalistic Travis fashion, he began with 
some auto-tuned adlib singing into the mic and the 
important announcement that, contrary to the many 
Santa Barbara Bowl signs around the stage, “If you 
ain’t with the mosh pittin’ and crowd surfing, then 
get the fuck out!” This, of course, was received with 
extreme approval from the crowd and was an ongoing 
theme of the night.

Travis continued the energy of the tour with 
throwback “Mamacita,” K id Cudi-featured party 

anthem “Through the Late Night” and hard-hitting 
classic “Upper Echelon.” One show highlight occurred 
early on, when a fan climbed on stage to get rowdy 
with Travis. After security quickly ran over to escort 
him out, Scott shooed them away and then angrily 
commanded them to “get the fuck off my stage.” The 
lucky fan then jumped into the crowd right at the drop 
of “Upper Echelon” in what I can imagine was the cra-
ziest personal experience of the night. This gimmick 
was quickly overdone, however, as too many fans after 
tried to get on stage and abuse the experience by over-
staying their welcome, coming on at the wrong times 
or trying to take pictures with the performer, which 
was highly discouraged by Travis.

Among the other hits played were the slow Travis 
staple, “90210,” Rodeo standout, “On My Dis Side” 
and lean-cup anthem “Sweet Sweet.” Every track that 
was played dropped hard and was met with scream-
ing, jumping and ag gressive water-bott le chuck-
ing from the man of the hour. The crowd always 
responded appropriately with some alarmingly large 

mosh pits and vibey dancing from those higher up 
in the seated areas. Scott, as a performer, was up to 
his usual standard, as he screamed every lyr ic with 
ease and moved quickly around the stage with high 
energy.

Around the middle of the show, Travis mysteri-
ously took what looked to be a giant stuffed plush 
insect from behind the DJ stand and walked it back 
to the mysterious giant cage that served as a back-
drop for the stage. He held it up to the cage for a 
giant mechanical bird claw to reach out and grab, 
and a huge mechanical bird similar to the one on his 
website was soon revealed behind the cage f lapping 
its wings. 

The heav iest and most popular bangers were 
saved for last, as “3500,” “ beibs in the trap,” mega-
hit “Antidote” and Kendrick-featured “Goosebumps” 
were among his f inal performances. He also included 
his wildly popular col laboration with Young Thug 
and Quavo, “Pick Up the Phone,” which involved 
him running up into the middle of the seated crowd. 
However, the peak of his show was r ight before these 
last songs, when the giant bird emerged from behind 
the cage and came to center stage, f lapping its wings 
and l ighting its eyes up. Travis then cl imbed on top 
of the winged beast and led the crowd in what were 
easi ly the two rowdiest songs of the night.

As far as the performance goes, no one in atten-
dance could complain. Travis put on a crazy show, 
and the crowd was ready for the r ide. A lthough 
the set was a l itt le bit too short for the respective 
buildup, the show was sti l l as incredible and r idicu-
lous as I hoped. This tour wil l l ikely go down as one 
of the recent greats of the hip hop world, a long with 
Kanye’s Saint Pablo and Drake’s Summer Sixteen. 
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Two Door Cinema Club Bring Spring to Santa Barbara
Jasmine Rodriguez
Staff Writer

During the past week, the Santa Barbara Bowl has 
become a pre-game destination before propelling to 
Coachella. Two of these Coachella acts who paved their 
way to the SB Bowl were summery, synth-heavy alt-
pop acts Grouplove and Two Door Cinema Club. Jack 
Garratt, Grouplove and Two Door Cinema Club used 
their enthusiastic presences to entertain an amphi-
theater of dancing wine moms, and college kids who 
wanted to re-live their Tumblr indie years. The lineup 
of performers unleashed their stellar sets without the 

inconvenience of the Indio dust in your eyes at the SB 
Bowl last Friday, April 14. 

The first act of the night, Jack Garratt, swooned the 
audience with looping effects — his method of captur-
ing a multi-instrumentalist dynamic without having a 
band to join him. Garratt’s wholesome, artistic quality 
was displayed through his performance of “Worry,” 
which illuminated his ability to control the blending of 
electronic soul and pop production aspects to hit and 
sing the lyrics with heartfelt falsettos, in which his 
deeply-rooted sentiments could be felt throughout the 
crowd of 4000 concert-goers. A tender performance of 
“Surprise Yourself,” led to people closing their eyes out 
of pure euphoria and basking in the singer’s vocals that 

parallel those of a church choir. 
Charging up the stage with their monumental 

energy, Warm Up alumni Grouplove performed their 
radiant hits, allowing the audience to stand up from 
the foot-tapping, chair-laden positions they assumed 
during Garratt’s opening performance. Grouplove’s 
first song, “Borderlines and Aliens,” is a single from 
the 2013 album Spreading Rumors and allowed the 
swaying crowd that was warding off its momentum 
to dance a jolt of necessary energy. “Borderlines” was 
the punch the crowd desperately needed to grow used 
to the energy required to sing along to Grouplove’s 
adrenaline-filled songs. 

Grouplove became the espresso shot of the night 
that allowed the amphitheater to awaken its senses. 
A collective applause was heard and pretzels were put 
down for a couple of seconds once people reacted to 
hearing the first chords of Grouplove’s well-known hit, 
“Tongue Tied.” The triumphant look of happiness was 
visible on everyone’s faces, and the contagious spread 
of smiles was clear. For that moment, the audience was 
able to forget their worries about getting out of the 
Bowl ’s treacherous parking lot and merely place their 
focus on a band that exudes joy. 

Hannah Hooper, one of Grouplove’s lead vocalists, 
shouted into the crowd, “Heavy shit happens, we’re all 
going through that shit. Life is beautiful, it can be a 
fantasy. This is what Grouplove is all about. Welcome 
to your life!” The band then launched into their hit 
single, “Welcome to Your Life”.

Hooper’s husband and fellow vocalist of Grouplove, 
Christian Zucconi, crowd-surfed into the pit during the 
performance of “Ways to Go,” yet only ended up about 
three inches away from his original stage spot. To wrap 
up their performance, Grouplove chose to close their 
set with a song that single-handedly represents the 
band’s vibrant aesthetic, “Colours.” The anthem, which 
called for the back-and-forth swaying of arms, ended 
the band’s set list of happy tunes. 

The br ief 30-minute intermission between 
Grouplove and Two Door Cinema Club’s performances 
allowed for the crowd to reunite by collectively singing 
to 50 Cent’s “In Da Club” and dancing sporadically to 
R. Kelly’s “Ignition.” 

As we were both laughing at the displays of cama-
raderie within this show and anticipating the arrival 
of Two Door Cinema Club, a Montecito wine mom sat 
next to me. She then let me in on the reason why she 
was attending this particular concert: “Man, I feel old 
here, but I’ve loved [Two Door Cinema Club] ever since 
my son showed me their song ‘Sleep Alone.’” Then, a 
stream of blinding lights that should have come with a 
warning label began to mercilessly shine into the eyes 
of the audience, indicating the time we were waiting 
for was near. 

Two Door Cinema Club opened their set with the 
percussion-based song, “Cigarettes in the Theatre.” 
The claps heard in the instrumentation of the second 
song were undeniably recognizable; they marked the 
band ’s performance of “Undercover Martyn,” one of 
their beloved pop masterpieces, which has achieved 
56 million streams on Spotify. Despite the song’s 
theme of social isolation, the intensified energy was 
felt within the crowd. A sense of community could 
quite literally be felt throughout the arena in the 
waves that rippled from the back of the crowd to its 
tip. 

A glimpse into the vibrant aesthetic behind the 
band was displayed through the projected f luorescent 
light spectrums on the seven pil lars behind them. 
These pil lars were not just a mere background to the 
band, but they also provided an art background that 
pleasantly accompanied their music. The audience 
was bathed in lights across the color spectrum from 
purple to neon blue, which symbolized the theme of 
the band ’s latest album, Gameshow. The track “Bad 
Decisions,” best known for playing within a scene of 
the 2016 film “The Edge of Seventeen,” i l luminated 
the interplay of guitar and synth melodies. 

Two Door Cinema Club finalized the night with 
an encore of their biggest hit in their catalog, “What 
You Know,” and gave an a capella rendition of the fan 
favorite. 

In an era where many are often afraid of not cap-
turing every moment on Snapchat, there were rarely 
any phones in sight during the Two Door Cinema Club 
show. The crowd was completely invested in living in 
the moment rather than prioritizing the preservation 
of such moments. Crowd-pleasing performances were 
the center Friday night at the Santa Barbara Bowl, 
giving the acts and audience alike an appetizer before 
the feast of Coachella.

Travis Scott’s Birds Eye View Soars Over SB Bowl
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The audience was bathed 
in lights across the color 
spectrum from purple to neon 
blue, which symbolized the 
theme of the band’s latest 
album, Gameshow. 

“
”

The peak of his show was right 
before [the] last songs, when 
the giant bird emerged from 
behind the cage and came to 
center stage, flapping its wings 
and lighting its eyes up. 

“
”
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Phantogram Performs Haunting Indie-Pop at Arlington
William Emmons
Staff Writer 

	 Dream	pop	duo	Phantogram	showered	spacey	rever-
berations	 over	 Santa	 Barbara’s	 Arlington	 Theater	
Tuesday	 night.	 In	 the	 wake	 of	 their	 Coachella	 per-
formance,	 Josh	 Carter	 and	 Sarah	 Barthel	 brought	 an	
assortment	 of	 tracks	 to	 the	 venue,	 mostly	 those	 fea-
tured	on	their	latest	LP,	Three.	This	is	the	band ’s	third	
studio	album	from	a	discography	full	of	successes	scat-
tered	over	the	past	several	years.	The	group’s	sound	is	
airy,	atmospheric	and	eclectic.	It	is	in	a	barn	in	upstate	
New	 York,	 near	 their	 home	 of	 Greenwich,	 where	 the	
duo	writes	and	records	their	sounds.	Within	this	music	
one	can	observe	the	inf luence	of	artists	such	as	David	
Bowie,	 Sonic	 Youth	 and	 J	 Dilla.	 Phantogram’s	 collab-
orative	history	is	impressive:	working	with	figures	like	
Outkast’s	Big	Boi	and	The	Flaming	Lips,	in	addition	to	
being	sampled	by	Kanye	West	and	A$AP	Rocky.
	 A	 new	 creative	 direction	 came	 to	 fruition	 for	 the	
group	with	the	release	of	Three,	a	project	that	helped	
refine	 sounds	 of	 melodic	 electronica	 and	 pop-rock	
that	 were	 explored	 on	 previous	 projects	 l ike	 Eyelid 
Movies	and	Voices.	Opening	for	Phantogram	was	local	
Santa	 Barbara	 garage	 rock	 band	 Clean	 Spil l.	 The	
quartet	r ipped	through	surf-f lavored,	animated	indie	
cuts	 as	 a	 mob	 of	 what	 appeared	 to	 be	 the	 members’	
fr iends	cheered	ecstatical ly.	As	Clean	Spil l	concluded	
their	 set,	 the	 Phantogram	 team	 began	 to	 strip	 down	
the	 stage,	 postulating	 a	 more	 minimal	 appearance	
and	coating	the	stage	and	its	backdrop	in	white	cloth.	
The	 drum	 set	 and	 synth	 were	 elevated,	 giving	 the	
stage	 more	 depth	 and	 pulling	 the	 front	 closer	 to	 the	
crowd.	 Concertgoers	 steadily	 f i led	 into	 the	 audito-
rium,	clutching	their	drinks	as	they	found	their	spots	
in	the	red	velvet	seats	of	the	Arlington.	There	was	no	
time	 to	 waste	 as	 the	 entirety	 of	 the	 crowd	 planted	
their	 feet	 and	 jolted	 upward	 to	 greet	 Phantogram’s	
vibrant	entrance.
	 The	 duo	 kicked	 off	 their	 set	 with	 an	 energetic	

rendition	of	“You’re	Mine,”	during	which	Barthel	and	
Carter	each	oscil lated	between	a	duality	of	voice	and	
instrument.	 The	 crowd	 reciprocated	 the	 track	 with	
vivacious	singing	and	dancing,	many	attendees	never	
missing	 a	 lyric.	 One	 of	 the	 most	 notable	 aspects	
of	 Phantogram’s	 performance	 was	 their	 l ive	 visual	
production.	 An	 amalgamation	 of	 psychedelic	 l ights	
and	 projections	 saturated	 every	 inch	 of	 the	 venue,	
al lowing	the	audience	to	delve	deeper	into	the	band ’s	
r ichest	sonic	elements.	
	 Barthel	and	Carter	were	warm	in	their	interaction	
with	 the	 audience.	 On	 numerous	 occasions,	 Barthel	
locked	 eyes	 with	 a	 concertgoer	 as	 they	 both	 lost	
themselves	 in	 song.	 The	 crowd	 was	 comprised	 of	 an	
assortment	 of	 individuals,	 many	 of	 whom	 appeared	
to	have	waited	a	 long	time	to	witness	Phantogram	in	
concert.	At	one	point,	a	 father	 carried	his	 son	 to	 the	
front	of	the	venue	and	shared	the	endearing	moment	
with	the	duo,	lovingly	swaying	to	the	music.
	 Another	highlight	of	the	show	was	the	track	“Don’t	
Move.”	 The	 song’s	 whimsical	 vocal	 samples	 height-
ened	 the	 emotional	 glow	 of	 the	 room	 and	 posited	
warm	 sentiments	 to	 al l	 in	 attendance.	 Additionally,	
Barthel ’s	vocal	skil l	bled	through	on	the	cut,	exhibit-
ing	 a	 dynamic	 range	 of	 tones	 and	 cadences.	 Perhaps	
the	 most	 encapsulating	 moment	 of	 the	 performance	
was	 “When	 I’m	 Small.”	 A	 dusty	 drum	 loop	 pulsed	 as	
Barthel	 exhibited	 angelic	 vocals	 and	 Carter	 r ipped	
sharp	 leads	 on	 guitar.	 As	 the	 duo’s	 set	 neared	 an	
end,	 they	 encouraged	 attendees	 to	 dance	 to	 the	 song	
“Calling	 All,”	 the	 closer	 to	 Three.	 The	 empowering	
refrain	of	this	track	was	accompanied	with	a	colorful	
projection	 of	 lyrics	 onstage,	 evoking	 high-soaring	
energy	across	the	aura	of	the	theater.	
	 For	 an	 encore	 performance,	 Carter	 centered	 him-
self	 at	 the	 front	 of	 the	 stage	 with	 nothing	 but	
a	 microphone.	 Nostalgic	 home	 videos	 covered	 the	
stage’s	 backdrop,	 and	 the	 band	 slowly	 built	 up	 a	
touchingly	 beautiful	 sound	 that	 came	 to	 be	 “Barking	
Dog,”	a	song	that	seems	to	touch	on	pain,	depression	

and	 suicide.	 Afterward,	 the	 band	 performed	 crowd-
pleasing	 hits	 l ike	 “You	 Don’t	 Get	 Me	 High	 Anymore”	
to	wind	the	show	down.
	 Phantogram	 brought	 an	 impressive	 set	 to	 the	
Arlington,	 incorporating	 a	 plethora	 of	 sounds	 from	

their	 various	 inf luences	 and	 inspirations.	 Their	 per-
formance	 was	 colorful,	 impassioned	 and	 energetic.	
Carter	and	Barthel ’s	own	inf luence	is	sure	to	expand	
as	 they	 navigate	 even	 more	 worlds	 of	 sound	 in	 their	
future	music.

‘Edge of Seventeen’ Showcases Realistic Teen Angst
Ryan Song
Reporter

	 High	 schools	 can	 be	 portrayed	 in	 an	 exaggerated	
manner	 in	 the	 entertainment	 world.	 The	 distinct,	
contrasting	colors	and	clean	faces	from	director	John	
Hughes’s	 work	 or	 Netf lix’s	 recent	 teen	 drama	 “13	
Reasons	 W hy”	 create	 romanticized	 ideas	 about	 a	
campus	 atmosphere	 that,	 by	 most	 people,	 is	 not	
actually	experienced	in	reality.	On	Thursday,	April	13,	
UCSB’s	 Pollock	 Theater	 presented	 a	 Script	 to	 Screen	
for	director	Kelly	Fremon	Craig’s	2016	film	“The	Edge	
of	 Seventeen,”	 which	 portrays	 high	 school	 slightly	

more	honestly.
	 This	 film	 follows	 Nadine	 (Hailee	 Steinfeld)	 as	 she	
tries	to	navigate	her	junior	year	of	high	school.	Various	
conf licts	 or	 situations	 involving	 her	 brother	 (Blake	
Jenner),	 her	 best	 friend	 (Haley	 Lu	 Richardson),	 a	 few	
classmates	(Hayden	Szeto	and	Alexander	Calvert)	and	
one	of	her	teachers	 (Woody	Harrelson)	arise	and	help	
her	 break	 out	 of	 her	 introverted,	 envious	 personality	
to	become	a	more	open-minded	person.
	 With	her	character’s	personal	problems	well	estab-
lished,	Steinfeld	 is	able	 to	convey	 the	struggles	expe-
rienced	 by	 average	 high	 school	 students,	 showing	
passionate	emotions	on	screen.	Craig	attended	a	Q&A	

discussion	 that	 occurred	 after	 the	 screening,	 and	 a	
part	of	the	filmmaking	process	she	extensively	talked	
about	 was	 casting	 and	 working	 with	 the	 actors,	 espe-
cially	 Steinfeld.	 Craig	 explained	 that	 little	 touches,	
such	 as	 a	 look	 or	 an	 aside,	 real ly	 distinguished	
Steinfeld	 from	 many	 other	 actresses	 of	 her	 age.	 This	
was	so	special	to	Craig	when	considering	how	stressful	
the	casting	process	was	for	her	up	until	Steinfeld	came	
to	audition.	

	 “I	 spent	 a	 year	 seeing	 it	 and	 thinking	 …	 I	 don’t	
think	 we	 can	 make	 the	 movie	 because	 we	 just	 can’t	
find	 her,”	 Craig	 explained	 to	 Pollock	 Theater	 director	
Matt	Ryan	during	the	discussion.
	 With	 regards	 to	 the	 supporting	 actors	 in	 the	 film,	
Craig	seemed	to	have	an	easy	time	working	with	them,	
whether	this	was	their	first	film	or	one	of	many	proj-
ects.	She	discussed	how	some	of	the	better	moments	in	
the	film,	from	a	remark	concerning	a	Ferris	wheel	to	a	
pencil	 sharpening,	 came	 about	 because	 of	 the	 actors’	
improvisation.	
	 Explaining	the	way	she	worked	with	the	actors,	she	
told	 Ryan,	 “The	 greatest	 thing	 is	 when	 you	 haven’t	
said	 anything	 and	 then	 they	 do	 something	 that	
[makes]	 you	 go,	 ‘Holy	 shit!	 That’s	 so	 much	 better,’	 so	
I	 never	 want	 to	 step	 on	 that	 moment.	 I	 ended	 up	 not	
doing	a	lot	of	rehearsal.”	
	 This	work	mentality	displays	the	good	results	 that	
come	about	when	actors	and	directors	collaborate	well	
with	each	other	when	making	the	film.
	 Craig	il lustrated	the	complexity	of	these	characters	
when	Ryan	asked	her	about	any	advice	she	would	give	
to	aspiring	screenwriters.	She	explained	that	thinking	
about	how	the	film	would	be	if	a	side	character	was	the	
main	character	can	provide	you	with	a	perspective	on	
what	 they	 want.	 “A	 lot	 of	 times,	 when	 you’re	 writing	

those	 peripheral	 characters,	 it ’s	 easy	 to	 just	 think	
about	 whatever	 you’re	 trying	 to	 accomplish	 with	 the	
main	 character	 [with]	 these	 people	 helping	 you	 with	
it,”	 she	 explained.	 She	 talked	 about	 how	 imagining	
them	 as	 the	 hero	 is	 important	 to	 make	 them	 more	
complicated.
	 It	 is	 important	 that	 the	 characters	 be	 this	 intri-
cate	and	complicated	because	 the	actor’s	delivery	and	
expressions	 are	 crucial	 to	 having	 the	 audience	 truly	
feel	 the	 message	 of	 the	 movie.	 Given	 the	 setting,	 the	
message	 of	 the	 film	 is	 relatable	 to	 anyone	 who	 has	
ever	been	through	high	school.	The	idea	that	students	
believe	 they	know	everything	about	people	and	think	
they	 are	 alone	 is	 a	 problem	 that	 can	 mentally	 affect	
them.	 There	 are	 students	 who	 may	 feel	 as	 if	 they	 do	
not	 belong	 to	 a	 certain	 graduating	 year	 or	 group	 of	
friends	 because	 of	 assumptions	 they	 build	 up	 about	
their	peers.
	 Craig	 explained	 how	 this	 theme	 tied	 back	 to	
Nadine’s	 character	 arc,	 saying,	 “Particularly	 at	 that	
age,	you	can	really	feel	 like	that’s	the	truth,	and	then	
you	 start	 to	 realize	 that	 everybody	 in	 the	 world	 is	
carrying	some	sort	of	pain.	Everybody’s	been	through	
something	 tough	 regardless	 of	 how	 they	 present	
[themselves].”
	 While	the	film	does	have	a	central	message	it	wants	
Nadine	to	realize,	Craig	also	uses	moments	in	Nadine’s	
arc	to	address	other	problems	or	il lustrate	tropes	asso-
ciated	with	the	current	generation’s	high	school	envi-
ronment.	 Certain	 turning	 points	 in	 various	 relation-
ships	Nadine	has	with	other	supporting	characters	are	
also	 executed	 while	 showing	 a	 certain	 contemporary	
idea.	 For	 example,	 the	 film	 deals	 with	 the	 modern	
issue	of	sexual	assault	in	high	schools.	When	shooting	
a	scene	 involving	 this	 topic,	Craig	had	a	conversation	
with	the	two	actors	involved	before	filming	it	because	
she	wanted	to	be	as	honest	about	the	situation	as	pos-
sible.	 She	 wanted	 to	 show	 the	 scene	 in	 such	 a	 frank	
way	because	she	believed	“ if	you’re	tiptoeing	or	you’re	
awkward,	 it	 just	 makes	 the	 whole	 thing	 awkward.”	
Indeed,	 to	 address	 a	 problem	 this	 tragic,	 one	 would	
not	want	to	shy	away	from	depicting	the	moment.
	 Craig	 clearly	 showed	 both	 passion	 and	 dedication	
to	this	project,	going	so	far	as	to	spend	six	months	in	
a	 high	 school	 to	 truly	 capture	 the	 spirit	 of	 the	 mod-
ern	 teenage	 environment.	 “The	 Edge	 of	 Seventeen”	
brought	 a	 fresh	 new	 look	 into	 a	 genre	 of	 films	 that	
have	 been	 known	 to	 have	 many	 clichés	 attached	 to	
them.

WILLIAM EMMONS / DAILY NEXUS 

With her character’s personal 
problems well established, 
Steinfeld is able to convey 
the struggles experienced 
by average high school 
students. 

“
”
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How Green Is Your Local Coffee?

Jasmin Gutierrez 
Reporter

The Grand Canyon is one of the most visited national parks in the United 
States. The south rim of the canyon is the most visited and accessible part 
of it year round. This past Spring Break, I got the opportunity to visit the 
Grand Canyon National Park for the first time as a volunteer with the 
Associated Students Community Affairs Board (check them out, these trips 
are absolutely free to UCSB students). While we were mostly doing work at 
the top of the canyon, we were also able to hike into it on one of our days 
off. But before heading down, there were a few things we first had to learn 
from the park rangers: 
1. Do NOT hike to the bottom of the canyon, and try to come back on the 

same day. Unless you hike on the daily, this is most likely a terrible 
idea. Know your limits 

2. Bring at least two liters of water! But do NOT drink them too fast. People 
oftentimes get sicker from hyponatremia (low sodium level in one’s 
blood) than from dehydration. Bring water and Gatorade; drink 
when you’re thirsty 

3. Pack lots of SALTY snacks! Not only do you lose water when you sweat, 
but you also lose electrolytes, which need to be restored! You’re more 
likely to get muscle cramps if you do not eat enough salty snacks. 
Bring trail mix, pretzels, granola bars, etc. 

4. Don’t forget to eat a hearty meal! It is recommended that you eat just as 
much as you normally do, if not more, the day you hike the canyon. Eat 
prior to your hike! Also bring a peanut butter and jelly sandwich or 
a deli meat sandwich and chips 

5. Lastly, listen to your body! It is super exciting to hike the canyon, and it 
is so easy to get distracted by the beautiful views, but your life is more 
important! Bring attentiveness and a great attitude!  

When planning a trip to Grand Canyon National Park or taking 
advantage of the many hiking trails surrounding us in Santa Barbara, take 
into consideration that it is basically in the middle of nowhere. There 
are a couple of places that you can get dinner or lunch once you’re at 
the park ,but options are limited. There’s the Yavapai Lodge, the Bright 
Angel Café, the El Tovar Lounge, the Desert View Deli and Hermit’s 
Snack Bar. The food at these places is very generic, not offering many 
tasty options. There is also one market in the Market Plaza where 
you can purchase groceries. I would recommend that you bring your 
own food or that you buy food at the market rather than eating at 
the restaurants/cafeterias. Mostly because you could probably whip 
something up that is better than what they are selling at those 
places. 

While I was there volunteering, we picked up groceries along 
the way in Flagstaff, Ariz., which is about an hour and a half 
away from the park. In the mornings I would either eat cereal or 
yogurt. For lunch, I would make myself a turkey sandwich filled 
with avocado, lettuce, tomato and cheese. We were staying in 
cabins, so for dinner we had a kitchen that we were able to use 
to make pasta, burgers, etc. A lot of people camp or stay in the 
lodges. However, most people only visit for one day. Because of 
the altitude change, it is important that you eat properly and 
drink lots of water so that you don’t feel extreme exhaustion.  

Grand Canyon National Park is an incredible location, and I 
encourage you to visit at least once in your life. Be sure to check out 
their website (nps.gov/grca/index.htm) before you head out so that you are 
prepared for your trip! Be safe, be smart and have fun! 

What to Bring When You’re Hiking

Collin McLeod 
Asst. On The Menu Editor

 Have the last couple of months got you 
concerned about neo-Nazi ideology taking hold 
of the United States? I know I’ve been pretty 
concerned. Between talks of building walls, 
registering Muslims and, I don’t know, banning 
entire nations of people from entering our 
country on the basis of their religion, I’m afraid 
we’re heading into a scared new world. However, 
there is one thing from the past that our 
new government hasn’t talked about bringing 
back: kicking some neo-Nazi ass. And who else 
could provide me the inspiration to fight other 
than the lean, mean fighting machine himself, 
Popeye the Sailorman. 
 Popeye is famous for using spinach 
to gain strength and defeat his 
enemies. This could be a clever early 
marketing strategy from the 
spinach industry or an actual 
way to gain quick strength, 
but, regardless, get ready to 
fight neo-Nazis with some 
delicious spinach rolls. The 
Calorie count may be high, 
and you could impact your 
cholesterol levels, but, 
hopefully, the spinach will 
give you the fuel to fight 
extreme r ight-wingers 
from making World War 
III a reality. 
 To beg in, you 
wil l need one cup of 
mayo. Though white 
supremacist neo-Nazis 
love to eat this stuff by the spoon, 
this condiment is chock-full of fats that 
will support muscle growth from the 
spinach. Next, you will need a cup of 
sour cream — again, a Nazi ’s wet dream, 
but this will provide a tempting bite to 
aid your growing strength. From there, 
mix in a packet of dry ranch dressing 
mix, six chopped green onions and an 
entire bottle of bacon bits. Once you mix 
all of these ingredients together, you will 
smell the sweet scent of liberty to guide 
your swift punches into the faces of our 
potential oppressors. Once you are out of 
your sweet liberty fever dream, add in 16 
ounces of drained, chopped frozen spinach. 

 At this point, raise your fist in solidarity as 
you use the other to smoothly spread your anti-
Nazi concoction onto eight large tortillas. Roll 
all of the tortillas up and place them into the 
fridge to set for eight hours. You can use this 
time to do some light reading, yoga or call your 
local congressperson to ask him or her what 
the hell is going on at the White House. Once 
they’ve had enough time to sit, take them out 
of the fridge and cut them into one-inch, bite-
sized pieces. As you cut, think of all of the work 
your ancestors put into building this country 
and the fact it could easily go to waste all 
because of an angry and out-of-control Cheeto. 
Serve, and enjoy! With every bite, you will find 
yourself getting stronger and preparing to fight 
the potential agents of our oppression. Popeye 
certainly would be proud.

Water 

Gatorade  Salty Snacks  

PB&J Sandwich
Packing 
List

Spinach Rolls to Steam Roll Nazis

1 cup mayonnaise 

1 cup sour cream 

1 packet dry ranch dressing mix 

1 bottle bacon bits 

6 chopped green onions 

2 eight-oz bags frozen, chopped 

spinach

1 pack of large, 8-inch tortillas

 SPINACH ROLLS   Simone Dupuy 
Copy Chief

As some of you may already be 
aware, April is the greenest month 
for two reasons: 4/20 (aha ayyyy 
lmao) and the wholesome celebration 
of Earth Month. Arguably, caffeine 
surpasses jazz cabbage as Isla Vista’s 
drug of choice, so the Bean Queen is 
back to investigate a few coffee locales 
and rank their affordability, flavor 
and sustainability. As of 2015, UCSB 
is the greenest public university in 
the nation and is ranked third across 
the U.S. as a whole. Let’s see if I.V. can 
compete in the way of sustainability.

First, let’s get some vocabulary out 
of the way:

Jazz cabbage: That’s weed, ya nerd.
Fair Trade: You have likely seen 

this slapped across plenty of bags 
of beans and cups of joe, but what 
does it really mean? If coffee is Fair-
Trade Certified, it usually means 
that the farm belongs to one of 360 
worldwide co-operatives to whom 
they must prove that their workers 
are being fairly compensated and kept 
safe on the job. This membership 
benefits Fair Trade workers in a sort 
of minimum wage guarantee whereas 
many non-Fair Trade affiliated bean 
farmhands fear pay changes in 
the boom-and-bust cycle of coffee 
prices. U.S. Fair Trade now certifies 
corporate plantations that compete 
with these small farmer co-ops, which 
has led to much criticism. However, 
certification still helps many small 
farmers obtain long-term contracts. 
As far as bean quality goes, Fair Trade 
means that a combination of products 
is purchased from the grower, so 
bean qualities are combined in one 
marketed product.

Direct trade: Roasters that operate 
through direct trade cut out the 
middleman altogether and buy 
directly from growers. Many argue 
that this is both better for the farmer 
and the consumer as more money 
goes straight to the grower instead of 
paying dues to co-ops, and only the 
premium beans are purchased by the 
roaster. 

Shade grown: This means the coffee 
beans were grown under a canopy 
of trees to promote tree and bird 
ecology.

Organic: Certified organic coffee 
is grown without artificial chemical 
fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides or 
other substances.

Co-op

Sustainability: 5/5
 Though often overlooked as a 

coffee bar and grab-n-go lunch/snack 
stop, these guys have got some top-
notch brew as far as sustainability is 
concerned. This coffee is made from 
organic, direct trade Pachamama 
beans, a co-operative governed directly 
by small coffee farmers. Though the 
Bean Queen has yet to speak with 
every coffee vendor in town, there’s 
no doubt one would be hard-pressed 
to find a more sustainable cuppa in 
I.V. or even “in all of SB,” as Co-op 
Outreach Manager Marissa Bragstad 
proudly hypothesizes. 
Flavor alone: 3/5, Flavor paired 
with Blunt Wrap: 4.5/5

 Two brews are available at the 
Co-op coffee bar. The Farmers’ 
Organic Premium Blend Extra Dark 
Roast was full bodied and smooth, 
to be expected of any dark roast. 
Seasoned Coffee Column readers will 
recall that more roasting equals less 
caffeine and less acidity. As it was 6:30 
p.m. on a Monday and your resident 
roastmaster had a sorority meeting 
to sit through, I opted for the lighter 
Nicaraguan blend (less roasting 
equals more caffeine equals ability to 
listen to sorority gals). The brew was 
interestingly fruity and acidic at the 
same time, alienating both veteran 
caffeine lovers and sweet-tooths 
alike. Though I wouldn’t recommend 
it on its own, my world flip-turned 
upside-down when I washed down 
a bit of my Blunt Wrap (the Co-op 
special April wrap) with the beverage. 

 Perhaps I was just in the 4/20 
holiday spirit, but, somehow, the pair 
was greater than the sum of its parts; 

these Co-op peeps know what they’re 
doing. Something about the light 
and fresh tastes of the sprouts and 
arugula quenched the acidity of the 
brew. The sweet crunch of the fresh 
bell pepper foiled the originally out-
of-place fruity sweetness, bringing 
out the more subtle spice notes in 
the coffee. The wrap’s avocado finally 
brought it all home with that creamy, 
fatty, omega-3 goodness I never 
knew I needed in my coffee. Beans to 
brew your own Nicaraguan blend are 
available in bulk on the shelves, but 
I’d stock up on wrap ingredients, too, 
if you’re planning on brewing a pot at 
home.
Affordability: 5/5 

 Many people think of the Co-op as 
being expensive, but this is actually 
one of the cheapest cups of coffee in 
Isla Vista. It’s only $1.25 for a large 
coffee if you bring your own mug 
(further promoting sustainability in 
incentivizing minimal waste). If you 
forget your cup, a small coffee is still 
just $1.55 and a large just $1.85. Plus, 
the limited edition Blunt Wrap is just 
$4.20 in the spirit of the season, so 
a delicious, filling, nutritious, vegan 
lunch is just over five bucks. 

I.V. Drip

Sustainability: 4/5
 I.V. Drip sources their coffee, like 

many shops in the Santa Barbara area, 
from Green Star. Green Star locally 
roasts off Los Carneros and sources 
their beans from organic, Fair Trade 
regions across the globe. They’ve 
got the Co-op beat with their local 
roasting, but the sourcing involves a 
middleman, which is frowned upon by 
some.
Flavor: 4.5/5

 Plenty of local eateries commission 
their coffee from Green Star, but 
somehow I.V. Drip’s brew is the 
tastiest, most satisfying the Bean 
Queen has yet encountered. The 
roasts rotate from day to day, and 
some are hit-and-miss, but the French 
Roast is always a solid choice. Mellow 
and yet somehow simultaneously rich, 
this classic brew never disappoints.
Affordability: 5/5 during Dead 
Week and Finals, 4/5 On the Reg 

 During Dead Week and Finals 
Weeks coffee at the Drip is famously 
“a buck a cup,” regardless of size. 
Otherwise $1.75 for a small cup, the 
affordability of this brew just barely 
falls behind Bagel Café and the Co-op. 
For a bit of perspective, campus coffee 
is $1.85; why we’re charged 10 cents 
more for that sludge is a mystery to 
me.

Bagel Café

Sustainability: 3.5/5?
	Bagel Café sources its coffee from 

Santa Barbara Roasting Company, 
fondly known to fans as RoCo. 
RoCo offers some “Naturally Grown 
Coffees” which are organic, Fair-Trade 
Certified and shade-grown to promote 
biodiversity. Though the roasts 
offered at Bagel Café are not explicitly 
labeled as RoCo’s Naturally Grown 
variety, if they indeed are, these 
brews could rival the sustainability of 
the Co-op’s.
Flavor: 3.5

 Maybe it’s just because it’s 
impossible to be dissatisfied while 
munching on a bagel, but Bagel Caf 
coffee is mighty good. Again, Coffee 
Column readers will remember that 
flavored coffee is generally a cover-
up for low quality beans, but all the 
brews here, including hazelnut and 
vanilla, are still pretty tasty.
Affordability: 5/5

 At $1.50 for a small, $1.75 for a 
medium and $2 for a large, this is 
actually the cheapest cup of joe in 
I.V. if you’re not counting the BYOM 
discount at the Co-op or seasonal 
“buck a cup” at I.V. Drip. Plus, cheap 
and delicious bagels. 

Stay tuned for more sustainability 
rankings of Isla Vista’s Coffee in 
upcoming issues courtesy of the Bean 
Queen herself.

Courtesy of pixabay.com
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Newly Discovered Microorganisms Possess Self-mutating Gene
Kirstie Allen
Staff Writer

Scientists have recently discovered microorganisms that can self-
mutate. How? They possess a unique genetic element. The project 
was led by Blair Paul, the lead author and postdoctoral fellow in the 
Marine Science Institute, and David Valentine, co-author and pro-
fessor of earth science and biology at UCSB. Co-authors from UC 
Berkeley, UC San Diego and UCLA also contributed to the research. 
The findings were published in the journal Nature Microbiology, un-
der the title “Retroelement-guided protein diversification abounds in 
vast lineages of Bacteria and Archaea.” 

“Finding that these microbes are capable of targeting specific genes 
for mutation tells us that they might have a means of changing their 
existing genes rapidly,” Paul said. 

These previously unidentified microorganisms are unlike typi-
cal microbes because they contain minimal genomes and are even 
missing genes to synthesize compounds to help build the cell. These 
particular microorganisms can be up 500 times smaller than bacteria 
such as escherichia coli, more commonly known as E. coli. 

Their size is the reason why they were undiscovered until recently. 
They could split into small enough parts to be invisible to the scien-
tific surface. The amount of information coded in these microorgan-
isms are minimized because of their microscopic size. 

Valentine adds that these microorganism are presumably not fully 
self-reliant; they participate in some sort of symbiosis or parasitism.

A team of UC Berkeley researchers discovered these microorgan-
isms in groundwater environments collected from an aquifer near the 
Colorado River.  Scientists used these particular groundwater samples 
because the molecules were tiny enough to pass through the filters 
that capture traditional microbes. 

The genomes in these microorganisms were detected and sorted 
amongst the DNA sequences. The study resulted in the discovery of 
the self-mutating features, allowing researchers into the microscopic 
world of ecology and evolution.

“What we have found is a genetic basis by which these organisms 
selectively mutate their own genes and drive diversification of their 
own proteins.” Valentine said. 

Since these microorganisms were recently discovered, researchers 
have not yet been able to determine the objective of the vast major-
ity of the diversified proteins. These genes can alter the proteins they 
encode or can disturb the genes themselves, targeting them for elimi-
nation from the genome.

About 500 genomes out of 2,500 were examined. Specific genes 
that could drive targeted evolution were identified. Nearby regions of 

the genome were closely inspected to detect patterns of site-specific 
mutations. 

Paul explains that researchers tried to assign cellular functions for 
these targeted genes in order to understand why the cells are explor-
ing different combinations of coding sequences. In their findings, 
there was a prevalence of a significant genetic element: diversity-gen-
erating retroelements (DGRs).

DGRs function in the diversification of DNA sequences and encod-
ed proteins. They are a family of genetic elements found in bacterial 
and bacteriophage genomes. The self-regulation of DGRs is currently 
unknown, but the the specific sites for mutation are able to be con-
trolled. 

The microorganism’s genome is reduced in order to have a mini-
malist lifestyle. However, the microorganism must possess an appa-
ratus to allow for the evolution of new capabilities while eliminating 
the unnecessary ones. The DGRs may permit the organisms to do 
both. 

“While we don’t fully understand why these ultra-small organisms 
evolved [to] this capacity, we can infer that it’s an important tool by 
which they adapt to a changing environment,” Valentine said.

The bacterial cell above is thought to be a relative of the 
microorganisms that encode diversity–generating elements.

Courtesy of Brigit Luef

Research Discoveries Lead to Art of Science Competition
Dhanika Halili
Reporter

The winning images for the Fourth Annual Art of Science 
Competition have been announced, and for many of the 
winners, this was their first time competing. There were 
56 submissions this year showcasing a variety of scientific 
disciplines.

The first-place winners are graduate student researchers 
Nicole Leung and Tyler Ogunmowo of the Craig Montell Lab. 
Their image, titled “Neuronas o árboles?” depicts a fruit fly 
labellum — like a human tongue — which was stained with 
a fluorescent protein. Their work was inspired by Santiago 
Ramón y Cajal, who is known as the father of modern 
neuroscience.

Second-place winner Arif Gungor submitted a photo 
that was the result of accidental, experimental error. A 
second-year Ph.D. student in the Electrical and Computer 
Engineering Department, he studies photonic devices, 
and his image, titled “Crack Range,” was the result of an 
experiment in which he tested the stability of stacks of 
thin layers of film at high temperatures.

“The deposition occurs around 300 degrees Celsius. You 
deposit [the films] on top of each other and when it cools 
down, if it is not stable enough, it cracks,” Gungor said.

The third-place winners, MFA candidate Lucy Holtsnider 

and postdoctoral researcher Zion Klos, submitted “Climate 
Odyssey,” a still image of the interactive map they created 
to illustrate their year-long sailing expedition of the same 
name. They set sail in 2015 to document climate change 
along the East Coast.

“[Zion] had an interest in communicating climate 
change science, and I was interested in making art and how 
art could serve an altruistic purpose. Those two together 
merged nicely when you think about communicating 
climate change,” Holtsnider said.

Holtsnider and Klos are creating lesson plans so teachers 
on the East Coast can use the interactive map to help teach 
their students about climate change.

Marine Minasyan, the only undergraduate to win an award, 
received the People’s Choice Award for “A Sea of Lipid Flowers.” 
She has been working on her own project in the Safinya Lab, 
where she synthesizes and characterizes lipids. These lipids 
may be used to carry targeted genes and drug deliveries to 
help treat diseases such as cancer. The image was taken while 
observing the phases of a lipid she had synthesized.

“The lipid I took an image of, I was trying to see it as a control 
… I was trying to see if the textures it formed are similar to 
standard ones, but I didn’t think it would look like that,” 
Marine said.

The winners will have their art displayed at the UCSB 
Library, UCSB Art, Design & Architecture Museum and the 
Santa Barbara Museum of Art. 

Above is Arif Gungor’s piece, which depicts the result of testing the stability of stacks of thin layers of film at high temperatures. 
Gungor is a Ph.D. student in the Electrical and Computer Department who works under Nadir Dagli, the vice chair of the department.

Courtesy of Arif Gungor

UCSB Researchers Find New Causes of Extinction
Aimee Miller
Staff Writer

One of the most pressing concerns of conservation biolo-
gists today is that of overharvesting. The act of harvesting in 
an unsustainable manner can take the form of either over-
hunting or overfishing, both ultimately threatening biodi-
versity. It involves taking more from terrestrial or marine 
environments than can be replaced, often resulting in the 
endangerment or extinction of species. 

In an effort to shed some light on the potential drivers 
of extinction in relation to overharvesting, a group of UC 
Santa Barbara researchers collaborated on a hybrid project 
combining several disciplines, including ecology, economics 
and conservation biology. The objective of the study was to 
examine and analyze many of the species that are threatened 
due to their high market value, such as elephants for ivory, 
sturgeons for caviar and bluefin tunas for sashimi. 

The existing theory involving harvesting and economic 
forces claims that a species would go extinct if its prices rise 
as it becomes rarer. However, the researchers believed there 
was a missing piece to the puzzle, so they worked to create a 
model that predicts when prices should rise faster than costs 
as a population declines in abundance. Then, they pulled 
data from a range of ecosystems, including oceans, river and 
freshwater systems and land environments until they col-
lected enough to include hundreds of species in the study. 

“The really interesting finding from the paper is that often 
the threat isn’t that price goes up really fast as abundance 
declines, it’s that cost doesn’t go up really fast as abundance 
declines,” Matthew Burgess, lead author and a postdoctoral 
researcher in UCSB’s Sustainable Fisheries Group, said. “And 
one of the big reasons for that is the geographic area that the 
population lives in gets smaller as the abundance goes down, 
so it doesn’t become harder to find like you think it would.”

Initially, logic held that if something is rare, it is hard to 
find; if it is hard to find, it will be more expensive. These ris-
ing prices of harvested resources would threaten the species 
and potentially drive it to extinction. However, the research-
ers identified an additional factor of shrinking range area as 
abundance declines, meaning that the species does not nec-
essarily become harder to find. 

Several species in the study, such as Bengal tigers, Asian 
elephants and bluefin tunas, had ranges that were shrink-
ing faster than their populations, which signified that, in the 
places where you could still find them, they were denser even 

though they were less abundant. This is a detrimental effect 
through the lens of conservation biology because although 
these species are going extinct, hunters and poachers can lo-
cate them more easily.

Co-author Alexa Fredston-Hermann explained how cli-
mate change could additionally factor into the equation.

“Unfortunately, climate change tends to push species to 
the edges of their current distributions, which has the pos-
sibility to squish them even more into small areas,” Fredston-
Hermann said. 

“So if they are a species that already aggregates or schools 
like bluefin tuna, there is a possibility that climate change 
will compress that population even further because part of 
the area that it’s used to occupying will become too warm or 
otherwise unsuitable for it to live in.”

Although the results of the study may seem despondent 
for harvested species, the authors are optimistic that their 
findings can affect change.

“We hope that our study will influence management; I 
hope it gets more people who work in conservation to think 
about these factors like range contraction that make costs 
not sensitive to abundance declines,” Burgess said. “The 
point is to identify if you don’t manage a population, when 
is it going to be susceptible to extinction?” 

While stopping black market purchases is important, 
Fredston-Hermann notes that paying attention to the pop-
ulations that are affected is equally important. 

“I think one of the biggest take-homes of this paper is if 
you’re looking at these species that are of very high com-
modities that are traded on the black market or have these 

really luxury products, you can focus on the price, but one of 
the most important things in thinking through how much 
that species is actually at risk is a species’ biology, not what 
is happening on the black market,” Fredston-Hermann said.

Rather than primarily focusing on black market purchas-
es, Fredston-Hermann proposes that keeping track of the 
species at risk may help conservation efforts.

“So you can try really hard to identify the exact black mar-
ket price of some horn, or try really hard to disrupt that sup-
ply chain, but what we are pointing out is you should also 
consider what is happening to the population, how much it is 
aggregating and what is happening to the range. That should 
ideally filter the way we manage those species and which ones 
we prioritize to conserve,” Fredston-Hermann said.

The authors are hopeful that their study will provide guid-
ance and direction for conservation biologists and manag-
ers of natural resources in discerning what makes sense to 
focus on and what is not worth their time and attention. 

Elephants, like the ones pictured above, are vulnerable to extinction since their geographical ranges have shrunken 
faster than their population declines. As there will be more elephants in a smaller area, they will be easier to harvest. 

Courtesy of Matthew Burgess 
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A few weeks ago I was walking down State Street at about 
1:30 a.m. It was a usual Thursday night downtown, and the 
sidewalk was bustling with people drunkenly searching 
for their Ubers. I was with my roommate, and we could see 
our ride waiting for us across the street. There were people 
everywhere, in every direction, surrounding us. We weren’t 
alone walking down a dark alleyway; we were in the middle 
of the busiest street in Santa Barbara. It was a completely 
normal Thursday night. 

As we were making our way to the car, I suddenly felt 
someone grab my inner thigh and seemingly try to rub up 
toward my chest. It happened so quickly that I was still 
processing what had just happened as I turned around 
behind me and said, “What the fuck?” As I turned I noticed 
a shorter Hispanic man in a large, grey hoodie and black 
jeans walking quickly. Within seconds of me realizing it was 
he who had seemingly groped me, I watched as he did the 
exact same thing to my roommate who had been walking a 
few feet behind me. She was caught just as off guard as I was, 
and she managed to push the guy before he darted off into 
the crowd. As we continued walking to our car, we were both 
in shock, not really understanding what had just happened. 
Did we really just have a man grab our vaginas straight 
Donald Trump style? Did this really just happen in the 
middle of the sidewalk with hundreds of people around us? 

As the confusion and anger continued to set in, I quickly 
made up my mind that I was 100 percent going to call 911 
and report this bizarre and inappropriate act. Once we 
made our way across the street and hopped into our Uber, I 
immediately let our driver know that I was going to call the 
police to report a sexual assault. He said, “Of course,” and 
began driving us back toward Isla Vista. My adrenaline was 
pumping and all I really felt was pissed. After a couple of 
rings, the 911 operator answered my call; it was a woman. 
After she routinely asked, “What is your emergency?” I 
calmly explained what had just happened. I gave the exact 
location at which it occurred, described exactly what the 
perpetrator was wearing and looked like and even said that 

he appeared to be headed toward lower State. I gave every 
detail that I could possibly think of so that a patrolling 
officer could be sent down State Street in the hopes of 
preventing this man from harassing any other women.

Just as I was finishing up my report, the 911 operator 
quickly cut me off and asked, “Well, where are you now? Are 
you still on State Street?” I responded explaining that I was 
in an Uber already headed north up the 101. She abrasively 
responded with, “Well, I need you to turn around and go 
back to the location where the assault occurred so that I can 
send an officer to you and you can make a formal report.” I 
was shocked. The truth is, I didn’t want to make a formal 
report. The truth is, I didn’t need to make a formal report.  

I understand that there is certain protocol for situations 
like this, but the truth of the matter is that women rarely 
ever report these incidences of sexual assault. Given how 
common it is for men to grope a girl at a bar or slap a girl ’s 
ass while walking through a club, it almost seems silly to 
report such a normalized crime. We are socialized to feel 
as though this is just a normal part of being female, or that 
we should expect this behavior when we place ourselves 
in an environment that involves partying and drinking. 
This asinine and pathetic ideology is exactly what keeps 
women from reporting these seemingly “minor” cases of 
harassment. In the end, this behavior is still harassment. It 
is still sexual assault. 

Last quarter I actually had the pleasure of working on a 
sexual assault prevention campaign for my social marketing 
class. It was an extremely rewarding experience, and I 
learned an abundance of useful tools and information in 
the process. One of the most important things that I took 
away from the project was the fact that as bystanders, we all 
play a role in ending and preventing sexual assault. So many 
women and men are fearful or hesitant to come forward and 
report sexual assault. It is an extremely difficult and tragic 
situation to be forced into dealing with, and no one can be 
blamed for being scared to come forward. However, in my 
case, I knew that I felt completely secure and confident in 
calling the police. I knew that I wanted to alert authorities 
so that no other women were violated or harassed. In all 
honesty, the only thing I wanted was for law enforcement 
to be cognizant and aware of the fact that there was a man 
harassing women on the streets of Santa Barbara. I felt it 
was my responsibility to alert them.

That is why I was so surprised at the 911 operator’s 
response. As she continued explaining that I need to return 
to the “scene of the crime,” my thoughts ran with confusion 

and frustration. “It is 1:45 a.m. I am in an Uber that I’m 
paying for. I’m already driving on the highway. I have 
been drinking, and I’m tired. My roommate is f lustered. I 
am flustered. I just had a stranger grab my vagina. I just 
watched a stranger grab my roommate’s vagina. We were 
just groped as hundreds of people stood by, idle.” I sat and 
listened to her tone become more and more frustrated as 
I tried to explain that we were already in our car, that we 
were already on our way home, that I didn’t want to go to the 
police station to make a formal report, that all I wanted was 
for her to send a patrol officer down State Street. 

It was my body that was violated. It was my rights that 
were infringed upon. And this woman had the audacity to 
make me feel as though I was doing something wrong or 
irresponsible by not wanting to physically return to the 
place where I had just been harassed? Better yet, it was a 
woman making me feel this way! This is a woman who is 
supposed to handle emergencies and cases that are way more 
traumatic than what I was calling in for. The lack of respect 
and empathy that was felt as I sat there in shock, listening to 
her condescending and repressing tone, was not at all what 
I had expected to encounter when calling 911. It was not 
at all what I expected to encounter when seeking help and 
attempting to do the right and responsible thing. 

Now, I know that there are going to be people who read 
this and say, “If it is such a big deal to you, why didn’t you 
just turn around and do what she asked?” It is those people 
who are completely missing the point. It is those people who 
are just like the 911 operator that I spoke to on the phone. 
I was the victim. My roommate was the victim. We were 
the victims. We were not responsible for what happened to 
us. We were not at fault in any way, shape or form. The fact 
that we called 911 should have been seen as a positive and 
respected act. We should not have been badgered or made to 
feel incompetent. We should have received nothing but care, 
concern and empathy from a woman whose job it is to make 
people feel safe and protected. 

After a couple of minutes of continually being interrupted 
and talked down to, I finally had enough. I raised my voice 
and explained that I was doing the right thing by calling, 
and that all I wanted was for an officer to be sent to the area. 
I explained that I had no desire to make a formal report 
that would lead to an investigation. I stated that in the time 
that she had spent lecturing me she could have already sent 
an officer over. After I stopped talking, she hesitated, and 
then said, “Ok, well if you won’t go back, then we’ll send an 
officer over shortly. Have a good night,” and then she hung 
up. The 911 operator literally hung up on me. 

As I pulled the phone away from my ear I began laughing. 
It wasn’t funny, but it was so ridiculous and ironic that 
I couldn’t help but laugh. After everything I had learned 
while working on the sexual assault prevention campaign, 
from a lack of bystander intervention to victim blaming, I 
had literally just seen the harsh reality of what can happen 
when our justice system responds to such a sensitive issue 
as sexual assault. In this case, we were lucky. Though it was 
disturbing, it was not at all a worst-case scenario. But what 
if it had been? Is this how our law enforcement and first 
responders are trained to react? Is this how little they care 
about the emotional trauma and intensity that comes with 
something as personal as sexual assault? 

Immediately after I hung up the phone, I began to 
ramble about my disappointment and, to be honest, fucking 
enragement. My roommate stayed silent as she processed 
what had just happened, but I couldn’t shut up. I just spilled 
over and began exclaiming how fucked up this is. How 
fucked up it is that this is what happens. How fucked up it 
is that the president has been recorded saying it is totally 
acceptable to “grab women by the pussy.” How fucked up it is 
that no one stopped to ask if we were OK. How fucked up it is 
that some insensitive, idiotic and unqualified 911 operator 
is allowed to work in a field that is as important as it is. 
I couldn’t shut up. I couldn’t stop talking. I couldn’t stop, 
because there is still way too much that needs to be said. 

As I talked through my frustration, I looked over at the Uber 
driver for the first time since getting into his car. I realized that 
this whole fiasco had exploded in front of him. When I looked 
over, mid-sentence, I realized he was crying. I stopped talking 
as I noticed this, thinking that I must have offended him in 
some way. He quickly reassured me that I hadn’t been the one to 
offend him. He was offended by what happened to us. This man, 
who couldn’t be older than 30 years old, was brought to tears by 
the injustice we faced from both by our harasser and the justice 
system itself. 

He plainly stated, “This shouldn’t have to happen to you girls.” 
And when he said “you girls” I knew he wasn’t just referring to my 
roommate and me. He was referring to all of us. All women. For the 
first time that night, I felt safe. Not made so by a first responder, not 
by a 911 operator and not by a police officer, but by my Uber driver. 
Knowing that this kind and thoughtful man was a regular member 
of our society and had no obligation to feel any empathy or care for 
us — yet still did — gave me the most genuine and real sense of 
hope, even in the face of a night full of injustice. 

Allie Lebos wonders why she didn’t find empathy in the one place she 
expected it. 

Thursday, April 20, 2017 Daily Nexus14 Opinion

OPINION

Allie Lebos 

Smoking weed is to Gauchos what smoking cigarettes is to the 
French. 

When you smoke, you realize how much of a community 
builder it is. Whether at indoor events like the Snoop Dogg 
concert or outdoor events like Extravaganza, somebody will be 
lighting up, so why not you? Bring a spliff to a party and see how 
many interesting conversations you’ll spark up with the people 
around you. Have a sesh on the beach and enjoy your newfound 
appreciation of the ocean in all its beauty. Better yet, this 4/20, 

take advantage of the many munchies deals that are available 
through SB Menus, and treat yourself to a splurge without the 
guilt and with more revelation of how delicious food actually can 
be. 

UCSB is a beautiful campus that is even more beautiful 
looking over the blunt that could be effortlessly placed between 
your lips. It’s the perfect way to settle down after a long day of 
grinding under the tyranny of the quarter system, and it is the 
cure to all comedowns, from those of Adderall to Molly. The nooks 
and crannies in which you can engage in a quick puff-puff-pass 

with your friends abound, and you’ll find yourself exploring and 
reveling in the beauty of Isla Vista more so than usual. Childlike 
wonder is hard to resurrect, and while amazing life experiences can 
obviously be had sober, smoking reroutes you to the excitement 
we often miss out on in the grind of life. 

So this 4/20 take a deep, smoke-filled breath and go have an 
adventure. This campus is replete with beauty, whether natural or 
human, and if you don’t notice it most of the time, I’m sure a little 
haze will clear your gaze.

Sebastianne Kent wasn’t even high when she wrote this. 

Did we really just have 
a man grab our vaginas 
straight Donald Trump 
style?                     ” 

“

The fact that we called 911 
should have been seen as a 
positive and respected act. 
We should not have been 
badgered or made to feel 
incompetent.                ”

“
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A Lack of Empathy in the 
Justice System 

ARIES

You will feel the need to cut your hair 
this week. Anne Hathaway did it and 
she got an Oscar for it, so why can’t 
you, too? You can’t. Why? The answer 
is: because you’re not Anne Hathaway.

 In your mailbox you will find a key. 
Don’t throw it away, no matter what. 
Hold onto it for now, as it will surely 
come in handy when you need it most, 
like all random items in any video game.

 This week you will be struggling a 
great deal to remember that one word 
you keep forgetting. Look no further, as 
the word you’ve been searching for and 
tearing out hairs over is … “elaborate.”

Don’t forget that this month is 
National “Virgo-for-it!” Month. If you 
feel like doing something, then go for it. 
This does not apply to breaking the law.

As a propensity for academic apathy 
and avoiding any sort of general exercise 
slowly worms its way into your life, 
you will feel the need to take the bus 
to school. Take your bike instead so 
that others can witness the fitness.

You will fail your first midterm. Go directly 
to your home to cry, do not collect four units.

You will surely be looked upon with 
great fortune should you break out into 
song during your next lecture. As an 
added bonus, more good things will be 
headed your way if you also add dance 
moves to accomodate this singing.

 This week your life will be filled with 
random Spongebob quotes that you had 
completely forgotten about since middle 
school. This will later turn into a 20-second-
Spongebob-Youtube-clip marathon as 
you spam the “Related Videos” tab.

“And lo, on that day thou shalt 4/20 
BLAZE IT” - some omnipotent being.

Be sure to do your best to fight back 
against those pesky allergies. You must 
fight back even if it feels like all hope is 
lost, or else you will share the fate the 
Saito clan at the hands of Oda Nobunaga 
during the Siege of Inabayama Castle 
in 1567. Fight on, brave warriors!

Fellow dudes and dudettes, don’t forget 
that every blunt you light today is a brightly 
colored candle on Hitler’s birthday cake.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Remain persistent; soon you will find 
Khalid tickets for close to face value.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

NATHAN CAMPOS / DAILY NEXUS
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