
EDITORIAL

Tamari Dzotsenidze
Asst. News Editor

As the number of students at UC Santa Barbara increases, the 
campus is feeling the crunch.

The Board of Regents approved UC President Janet Napoli-
tano’s plan in November 2015 to enroll 10,000 more undergradu-
ates across the UC system by the 2018-2019 school year. 

UCSB students felt the effects of this increase, as 1,000 more 
students enrolled for the 2016-2017 school year than the 2015-
2016 year.

In March, the Chemistry Department faced challenges trying 
to accommodate upper division students in the 116BL course, 
a prerequisite needed to complete the major. Over 20 students 

were waitlisted, with no facility space to add another 
lab. 

Rachel Alvelais, a third-year chemistry 
major, had extensive concerns regarding 
whether she would be able to graduate on 

time.
“For most of us juniors, at this 

point in time we start to think about 
graduate school applications, which 
are due at the middle or end of Fall 

Quarter,” Alvelais said. “If we have 
to stay an extra Fall Quarter, then that 

means that 
we can’t apply to graduate 
school next year and we would have 
to find something to do ... for a whole 13 months 
while we already would have been in graduate school.”

Taking a summer class, an option that has been of-
fered by several departments, is a choice that does not appeal to 
students like Alvelais, who did not initially plan to take summer 
courses and have other internship or research obligations. 

Alvelais, however, said she feels that if she was not able to get 
into the lab course needed to graduate, she would have no choice 
but to take summer classes, despite the financial burden.

The department added more students to each existing lab 
class, and Alvelais was able to take the class she needed to gradu-
ate and do research over the summer; however, her experience is 
indicative of a more widespread problem.

Steven Buratto, chair of the Chemistry Department, said he is 
concerned about a lack of resources for the increasing number of 
enrolled students. 

“The University of California is great. You get a great educa-

tion for a 
reasonable 
price, compara-
tively speaking,” 
Buratto said. “But 
we don‘t want to get 
so overcrowded that 
we can’t accommodate the stu-
dents that we have.”

The Chemistry and Biology departments face issues with 
physical lab space, a lack of graduate students to work as teaching 
assistants and a lack of faculty. 

“We’ve reached our capacity, and so at some point throwing 
money at it doesn’t work,” said Stephen Poole, chair of the 
Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology (MCDB) 
Department. “You need faculty to teach these students, you need 

graduate students to work as TAs, so money could help there; we 
could expand our graduate program.”

These restrictions are not felt only within S.T.E.M. fields. 
Alison Brysk, the global studies department chair, said the 
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I.V. Infrastructure 
Needs Measure O

 Isla Vista residents will start 
receiving a mail-in ballot this week 
for Measure O, a proposal for a spe-
cial tax toward funding additional 
park services in I.V. The measure, 
introduced by the I.V. Recreation and 
Park District (IVRPD), carries with it 
a great deal of history and hope.
 As the Nexus previously reported, 
the revenue from this special tax 
could add $256,348.43 to IVRPD’s 
$1.5 million budget.
 Residents will not have to pay more 
because the tax would fall entirely on 
property owners, and there is little 
indication that landlords will raise 
rent as a result.
 This is largely because the pro-
posal of this tax is strategic. Property 
owners have been paying approxi-
mately $93 a year in special taxes, 
which IVRPD has been using to pay 
off a bond. 
 Now that the bond has closed, 
property owners no longer pay the 
rate, but IVRPD officials are hoping 
to continue that same annual rate 
with this new special tax.
 IVRPD general manager Rodney 
Gould told the Nexus in January 

that the tax revenue could allow the 
park district to address its “back-
log of deferred maintenance.” Pegeen 
Soutar, the IVRPD board chair, said 
in January that she hopes to use the 
tax revenues to bring reclaimed water 
into I.V.
 We are then left with just one 
question in deciding on how to vote 
on Measure O: “Do we believe our 
parks are already in the best shape 
they can be?”
 The last tax measure to come 
through I.V. was Measure F, which 
proposed to tax property owners 8 
percent of their utility bills. I.V. prop-
erty owners mounted stark opposi-
tion to the measure, and it failed to 
reach the 66.7 percent vote it needed 
to pass (approximately 63 percent of 
voters said “yes” to Measure F).
 Interestingly enough, Measure F 
and Measure O have intertwining 
narratives.
 IVRPD had planned to come for-
ward with a tax measure like Measure 
O in November, but such plans came 
to a halt when in summer 2016 a 
group of Yes on E&F organizers asked 
IVRPD to postpone the measure. 

Pasternack Aims To Wake ‘Sleeping Giant’
Jorge Mercado
Asst. Sports Editor

“I really believe this is a sleeping giant, and we 
could build this program to have great success in 
the Big West Conference.”

In 1998, after having not had a winning record 
in the past five years, the UCSB men’s basketball 
program hired a then 44-year-old Bob Williams to 
bring the glory back to Gaucho basketball.

In that same year of 1998, Joe Pasternack 
was just a young college student at the University 
of Indiana and spent his four years as a student 
manager for the Hoosiers men’s basketball team 
under legendary head coach Bob Knight. The 
21-year-old was eager to go into the coaching 
profession soon after he graduated, but he didn’t 
know where to start, so he called around waiting for 

his opportunity.
Williams would go on to put together a wonder-

ful program over his 19-year tenure, becoming the 
winningest coach in UCSB history, registering a 
record of 313-260 while bringing home three Big 
West Championships, three NCAA appearances and 
three Big West Coach of the Year awards. 

However, all good things must come to an end. 
After an abysmal 6-22 record, which included a 
4-12 conference record and a last-place finish in the 
Big West, the Gauchos were forced to move on to 
something new. And just as Williams was brought 
in to revamp a program that was going through 
some struggles, a young 39-year-old associate head 
coach from the University of Arizona, was hired and 
introduced on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, to bring glory 
back to UCSB basketball.

Over that same span, Pasternack built a solid 

resume of coaching gigs, ranging from being an 
assistant at Cal from 2000-2007 to being the young-
est Head Coach in college basketball at age 30 when 
he took over for the University of New Orleans to 
his latest job at Arizona. All that coaching, all that 
stress, all that fun came to fruition on that fateful 
Tuesday when he was given the keys to a program 
he called a “sleeping giant” on Gaucho alum Jim 
Rome’s radio show the day of his introduction.

Despite taking over a program that did put forth 
some of its worst basketball in decades in terms 
of record — with the aforementioned 6-22 overall 
record and missing the Big West tournament for 
the first time since 1998 — the New Orleans native 
is not afraid to come into UCSB and put his name 
and stamp on this institution’s basketball program.

Pasternack took the helm of UCSB’s struggling men’s basketball team on April 4, replacing 19-year Head Coach Bob Williams. Pasternack hopes 
to makes the Gauchos champions in “all facets,” with a focus on team culture, academics and a successful life outside of basketball.
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I really believe this is a sleeping 
giant, and we could build this 
program to have great success in 
the Big West Conference.
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Property owners have 
been paying appx. $93 in 
special taxes. IVRPD has 
used these funds to pay 
off a bond. 

The bond is paid off, but a 
new tax to fund IVRPD will 
cost landlords appx. the 
same amount. 
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Evan Tan, a teenage 
photography prodigy 
based in the heart of 
Los Angeles, shoots 

vivid portraits of 
friends, artists and 

musicians.

Incoming freshman 
only hear about the 

best of what college 
has to offer, only to be 

left in the dark when 
the reality that college 

is not a Utopia hits.

Weather Report

Surf Report

Partly Cloudy

High 67°F | Low 57°F
Temperatures headed up through the week

Thursday: Poor to Fair, 2 - 3 
ft, knee- to waist-high
Friday: Fair to Good 3 - 5 ft, 
waist- to head-high
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ACROSS
1 Place to stand

around with a
round

4 Musical triad
9 Desert plants

14 Self-image
15 New staffer
16 Popular email

provider
17 Field for 19- or

40-Down
18 Florida Keys, e.g.
20 Master
22 “You’re on!”
23 The Beatles’ last

studio album
26 Slip-up on the set
31 Seeping
33 Best-selling

touchscreen
device

34 Co. that makes
stuff

36 Tyrolean refrain
38 Ambulance wail
39 Middle-earth

menaces
41 “Get out of my

sight”
43 Gumbo veggie
44 “24” superagent

Jack
46 Diamond surface
48 Fa-la link
49 “Sure, let’s do

lunch”
51 Everest expert
53 The one in a one-

two, usually
55 Explore caves
58 Top Olympic

medals, in
Barcelona

60 Bandleader Kay
61 Elusive

evolutionary
connection, or the
elusive feature of
the ends of 18-
Across and 3-
and 28-Down

67 Give the heave-
ho

68 Committee type
69 Lamp dwellers
70 Something to

chew
71 Fort __, Indiana
72 Pilfer
73 New Orleans-to-

Miami dir.

DOWN
1 What really matters

2 Come to terms
3 Injury-prone area

for pitchers
4 Cheaply made
5 Bathrobe

designation
6 NBA’s Magic, on

scoreboards
7 Tackle Tolstoy, say
8 Cygnus

supergiant
9 One-eyed

monster
10 Sigh of pleasure
11 All the tea in

China?
12 You, to Yves
13 + molecule, e.g.
19 Surrealist

Salvador
21 Carnival setting
24 Bookstore sect.
25 Words before

“time” or “the line”
27 Buckeye’s home
28 Meat ingredient in

many stuffing
recipes

29 Año beginning
30 Kidney-related
32 Actress Rowlands

et al.
34 Big name in oil
35 Bowling score

sheet division

37 Highland waters
40 Spanish muralist

José María
42 Blubber
45 Shout

“Hallelujah!”
47 One who can do

a perfect Vulcan
salute

50 Come by honestly
52 Tissue box word
54 5-time A.L. batting

champ Wade

56 Connection
57 Krispy __:

doughnut chain
59 Did in, as a

dragon
61 Animal’s gullet
62 Mont. neighbor
63 Just short
64 Holy Trinity

member
65 Pasta suffix
66 1-Across 

quickie
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Tuesday, April 24, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman would like to point out that every 

night can be Sedar night when you drink four glasses of 
wine. 

Tomorrow’s Forecast: The ’human raises a glass in honor 
of all the unleavened bread eaters out there.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted

Camp Counselor
SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE! Camp Wayne for Girls -Pocono 
Mountains, PA. 6/18 - 8/14. If you love children and want a caring, 
fun environment we need Counselors, instructors and other staff 
for our summer camp.  Don’t stay home this summer.  Come 
join us for an awesome adventure!   Call us directly at215-944-
3069, email info@campwaynegirls.com or apply on-line at www.
campwaynegirls.com  
Select the camp that selects the best staff!!
Email info@campwaynegirls.com

For Rent

2017-2018
Cute, sunny, quiet 2 bedr, 
1 bath duplex on Sueno. 
Yard with hammock. 
Ample parking.    No 
parties, no pets please. 
$2660.      (805)708-0306 
or bthazen@gmail.com
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Considerable Changes en Route 
for Santa Barbara Bus System

Stephany Rubio
Staff Writer 

The Santa Barbara bus system is adding 14 new 
electric shuttles and introducing new farebox and 
smartphone technology to modernize its system as 
well as rebranding its 30-year-old logo.

The Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) will 
accompany the technology with a new student 
access system in the next year, along with making 
changes to bus schedules beginning Aug. 21. 

According to reports by the American Public 
Transportation Association, UC Santa Barbara stu-
dent ridership has increased by 31 percent from 
2011 to 2016 — a contrast to the dropping rates 
both nationwide and in California. 

Nationwide ridership is decreasing, said Hillary 
Blackerby, MTD marketing and community rela-
tions manager, due in part to a sustained period 
of low gas prices and the change in landscape for 
transportation. 

Blackerby said they cannot point out a specific 
reason for declining ridership, but they are “defi-
nitely interested in competing for people’s rider-
ship.”

According to the MTD 2016-2021 Strategic Plan, 
“The vision of MTD is that public transit within the 
District should be so available and attractive that 
use of an automobile is a choice, not a necessity.” 

Despite national and statewide ridership trends, 
14 new electric shuttles are being custom-made in 
Lancaster, CA, and after thorough training and 
testing, they will slowly be introduced to the dis-
trict this summer.

The new shuttles “show [their] commitment to 
the environment,” Blackerby said, and she hopes 
their schedule adjustments will improve bus arrival 
timing. 

Blackerby said the proposed schedule adjust-
ments hope to combat traffic congestion, primarily 
near the Storke and Hollister intersection, which is 
caused by the new housing developments that have 
changed the traffic flow.

MTD is also testing student ACCESS cards to see 
if they will be compatible with new fareboxes that 
will be installed later this year.

Blackerby said the new boxes will work based 
off of a list of active student ID numbers that 
determine rider eligibility when a card is swiped. 
The boxes will replace the bus sticker system for 
UC Santa Barbara and Santa Barbara City College 
students. MTD officials are still negotiating the 
details with the university, she said. 

A new smartphone app will also launch later 
this year to give real-time GPS tracking of buses en 
route, Blackerby said. The service will also be avail-
able via text for non-smartphone users. 

“As someone who has waited hours in line” at 
the A.S. Ticket Office to get a bus sticker, third-
year history of public policy major and Off-Campus 
Senator Batsheva Stoll said she is looking forward 

to the new farebox system.
Stoll said she believes this change will best serve 

students that live in the Santa Catalina dormitories 
because “They are the ones that use the bus the 
most to get to school.” 

Lines 12x and 24x, which run from UCSB to 
downtown Santa Barbara, will decrease in frequen-
cy, running every 35 minutes instead of the current 
30 minutes. A few isolated trips will be removed 
throughout the day so the buses’ arrival times are 
more consistent. 

Lines 6, 11, 20, 21x, 23 and 25 will be slightly 
adjusted in timing but not reduced in frequency. A 
minor reroute will be made for Line 23 after 7 p.m. 
to accommodate the El Encanto Heights neighbor-
hood. 

The UCSB and SBCC student line, 15x, will 
see a frequency increase of up to six minutes. An 
additional six trips in both directions will be added 
during “key parts of the day,” said Transit Planner 
Mark Clyde. 

Lines 1 and 2 will revert morning weekday com-
mute hour services from 10-minute to 15-minute 
frequencies due to the loss of a grant source. 

The Nexus previously reported that a potential 
route from Goleta to Carpinteria during the morn-
ing and evening commute hours would become 
available through Caltrans funding. Blackerby told 
the Nexus, however, that Caltrans decided to not 
fund the project.  

“Their schedule is not tracking correctly with 
what is happening in reality, and to a lot of people 
[the changes] look like a cut at first, but I think they 
did a good job at clarifying,” said Director of the Isla 
Vista Community Services District Spencer Brandt.

“It’s always better to have a schedule that is in 
line with reality so that folks don’t end up waiting 
at a bus stop,” said Brandt.
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department also faces similar space restrictions: Designated 
class sizes are quickly surpassing the physical capacity of lecture 
halls. Such restrictions make certain classes more competitive in 
terms of enrollment, which limits the ability of non-global studies 
majors to enroll in popular global studies courses.

Though other UCs have begun offering classes during the eve-
ning, there are several challenges to doing this at UCSB. Poole said 
this is not a viable solution due to the staff needed to prepare labs 
and the fact that certain lecture halls, like Campbell Hall, are used 
for other purposes at night. 

Many departments also lack qualified TAs, which limits the 
departments’ abilities to provide further assistance for under-
graduate students. 

“Graduate students are critical to both the teaching and re-
search missions of our university,” Napolitano said in a state-
ment. “They serve key roles in supporting the academic inquiry 
and discovery of our faculty, as well as the teaching load for our 
undergraduates.”

UCSB, however, has not increased the number of graduate 
students sufficiently; according to campus profiles authored by 
the university’s Office of Budget and Planning, this year there 
were 73 less new graduate students than there were for the 2015-
2016 year. 

Larger class sizes are difficult for students to get into and in 
many cases can negatively affect students’ learning experiences. 

Jerry Chung, the education coordinator for the actuarial sci-
ence department, said large class sizes hinder students’ ability to 
interact with each other and increase their own knowledge.  

“An unintended consequence of huge classes is that students 
in the actuarial science major find it increasingly difficult to net-
work and learn from one another,” Chung said.  

To combat this issue, students in the department have created 
UCSB’s Actuarial Association, which hosts educational and social 
events to network with each other.

Additionally, the effects of increased enrollment extend past 
the classroom. 

This March, Wyatt Licht, a fourth-year communication major, 
started a petition to stop bike impounding across campus. The 
petition alleged that there were not enough bike racks on cam-
pus for all students, a sentiment that 481 petition-signers agreed 
with. 

Student services such as Counseling and Psychological Ser-
vices (C.A.P.S.) have also been affected.

“It certainly affects the demand for our services; there’s more 
students on campus, which means there’s more students wanting 
or needing mental health services,” said C.A.P.S director Jeanne 
Stanford.  

“We don’t have enough space,” Stanford added. “So if we had 
more space then we would be able to hire more psychologists, and 
if we had more psychologists then we would be able to accommo-
date more students.”

Between 10 to 15 percent of students use C.A.P.S., and with 
outreach programs, Stanford estimates that they are able to reach 
around 25 percent of the student population. 

She said that an increase in population density in a small 
space increases “irritability, frustration [and] anxiety.”

Stanford also said increased enrollment extends past C.A.P.S. 
and “affects everything,” including longer wait times at the Office 
of Financial Aid and the Registrar. 

The increasing numbers also concern undergraduate housing. 
While the San Joaquin Residence Hall currently under construc-
tion will help mitigate the housing strain, a significant increase in 
freshmen could pose problems. 

“If there was a dramatic increase, then we would have to strat-
egize about how to accommodate them,” said Mario Muñoz, as-
sociate director of Resident Placement & Assignment Services. 
“We would probably have to look at how we distribute the spaces 
that we have.” 

Chuck Haines, acting assistant chancellor of the Office of Bud-
get and Planning, said that while we currently have enough space 
for students, more housing will have to be built in the future. 

Chancellor Henry T. Yang told the Nexus in an interview Tues-
day that the university wants to ensure that dorm rooms are no 
more than triples, and he said philanthropic support of campus 
housing is an option for the future. 

“Any philanthropic support of housing would lower the cost 
to students,” Haines said. 

Next year, there will be a small decrease in the number of 
freshmen admitted, but total undergraduate enrollment will 
still increase slightly due to an increased emphasis on admitting 
transfer students.

According to Executive Vice Chancellor David Marshall, UCSB 
has been steadily increasing enrollment according to the Long 
Range Development Plan (LRDP), which has a cap on enrollment 
at 25,000 students. 

State pressures to increase student enrollment, however, have 
forced UCSB to grow at a rate much higher than the LRDP sug-
gests. 

“The state has not been very cooperative,” Marshall said. “The 
state has not been giving us adequate resources.”

As enrollment increases, so do the costs, including C.A.P.S., 
faculty and other services. 

“We need a long-term plan,” said Yang. “I and the deans and 
the budget planning team are addressing this problem.”

It’s always better to have 
a schedule that is in line 
with reality so that folks 
don’t end up waiting at 
a bus stop.

“

”- SPENCER BRANDT

Staff Report

GO GREEN
Earth Month is in full swing, and the Isla Vista Food Cooperative is celebrating 
by hosting various activities from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. that are fun for the whole 
family. Participants can decorate a pot and plant a succulent to take home, make 
an earth cup with worms and edible grass and help create a chalk mural. For those 
interested in learning about composting, the A.S. Department of Public Worms 
and the Santa Barbara County Waste Division will be teaming up for a home 
composting workshop from 12-1 p.m. There will be fresh hummus and vegetables 
provided to munch on.  

UNAPOLOGETICALLY PROUD
This year’s Pride Week will be going out with a bang with the Unapologetic Carnival 
on Saturday from 12-3 p.m. in People’s Park. There will be food, prizes, entertain-
ment and a variety of booths including but not limited to a Polaroid/consent kiss-
ing booth and trans clothing swap. Highlights so far from this year’s Pride Week 
include visits from Jen Ruggirello and Niki Ang from BuzzFeed, a performance by 
Fratelli and a body-positive pool party. 

LU’AU
Student organization Iaorana Te Otea will be hosting its annual lu’au this Saturday 
in Anisq’Oyo’ Park from 12-2 p.m. Iaorana Te Otea is a dance group on campus that 
mainly performs Polynesian dances such as the hula and ote’a. On Saturday, there 
will be a hula performance at 1 p.m. preceded by a potluck to be catered by L&L 
Hawaiian Barbecue. Food will be $7. Various campus organizations will also be 
hosting activity tables where students can get henna tattoos and make paper leis.

EASTER’S EVE SHOW
For the live music fans out there, Grant Chesin, an indie pop singer-songwriter 
duo, will be hosting an Easter’s Eve show this Saturday night at 10 p.m. at 6750 
Sabado Tarde Unit A. Not only will they be playing music, but they also will be tell-
ing “bad jokes” in between. 

MEATLESS SUNDAY
A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. Sunday 
in Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Café). Food Not Bombs is a large organization 
that spans the country and is a form of “franchise activism.” They believe that 
corporate and government priorities are skewed and allow hunger despite the 
abundance of food and food waste. Those interested in cooking can email organiz-
ers at foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. The dinner is regularly held every Sunday.

REEL LOUD
In anticipation of the Reel Loud silent film festival in May, the Isla Vista Food 
Co-op will be screening films from last year’s festival next Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
Free snacks will be provided. For those who don’t know, Reel Loud is a UCSB film 
festival that allows filmmakers, artists, musicians and other performers to display 
their work in Campbell Hall. The festival only goes for one night, and it consists 
mostly of silent films accompanied by live music. However, there are also musical 
guests and performances between screenings that range anywhere from dance and 
a capella performances to stand-up comedy. 

Vista Point Yay 
Blah haha hah

Continued from p.1
OVER-ENROLLMENT

In order to increase efficiency in some of the major bus lines, the MTD will be 
adding new technology and supplemental shuttles to existing routes
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I.V. Community Pushes for a Sanctioned Deltopia
Josh Ortiz 
News Editor

For the first time in the short history of Deltopia, a jazz 
band led an entourage of partygoers down Del Playa Drive 
— a sight perhaps more common for New Orleans Mardi 
Gras than for Isla Vista’s usual Spring Break celebration.

Ethan Bertrand, the I.V. Community Services District 
(CSD) board president who led the march, said he saw the 
parade as a glimpse into the future of what Deltopia could 
be.

“It’s something that everyone appreciated, and it was 
all fun, all positive,” he said. “That got me thinking, ‘Hey, 
if there’s more planned programming, I think that’s really 
the first step toward a ‘sanctioned Deltopia.’”

Bertrand and other I.V. stakeholders have, for the 
past few years, proposed the idea of making Deltopia a 
sanctioned event. Rather than having the informal Spring 
Break celebration, they hope that someday Deltopia could 
be a planned festival of sorts — one with alcohol vend-
ing, booked performances or perhaps more Mardi Gras 
marches.

“I think that it will be really important for us moving 
forward instead of just trying to see Deltopia as a problem 
we can put a Band-Aid on from a law enforcement perspec-
tive,” said Spencer Brandt, who also serves as a director on 
the CSD board. 

UCPD sent in approximately 70 officers into I.V. this 
weekend, the lowest in recent years, considering that 
police have had as many as 300 officers in town during 
Deltopia weekend.

“We need to be doing what we can to bring it out into 
the open and regulate it,” Brandt said. 

Brandt said he envisions a Deltopia where organizers 
are “distributing wristbands, having music in the parks 
[and] selling alcohol out in an open place where it is regu-
lated and we know who is able to purchase it.”

Bertrand said he pictures various local entities — busi-
nesses, student organizations, local nonprofits, UC Santa 
Barbara, Santa Barbara City College and Santa Barbara 
County — coming together to organize the festival.

“There would still be major public safety infrastructure 
that would need to be put in place, but there would be 
more things for residents to do to keep safe and to have a 
good time,” he said.

Jay Freeman, another CSD board director, also said he 
hopes to see Deltopia become a sanctioned event. He said 
he imagines a Deltopia website that lists an event schedule 
and ticket vending for performances.

“I think it would drastically change who shows up, why 
they show up and also when they show up,” he said.

Deltopia first started out as “Floatopia” in 2003 when 
I.V. residents took to the beaches to celebrate Spring 
Break. Hundreds of partygoers would take inflatable rafts 
and other floatable devices into the water, hence the name.

Police estimated as many as 1,000 attendees in the 
early years of Floatopia.

Following complaints that the partying was having 
adverse effects on the environment, Santa Barbara County 
officials opted to close the beaches in 2010, placing bar-
ricades at the beach access points along Del Playa Drive.

In response to the closure of Floatopia, Isla Vistans 

planned demonstrations on Del Playa Drive that they 
called Deltopia in 2010.

Jonathan Abboud, who served as Associated Students 
President from 2013-2014, referred to 2011 as the “in-
between year” when residents interchangeably called the 
Spring Break celebration Floatopia and Deltopia.

In the years following, the county continued to close 
the beaches and residents continued to bring the party to 
the streets, sticking with the name Deltopia. Attendance 
continued to grow each year, reaching approximately 
10,000 in 2012 and approximately 18,000 in 2013.

Riots broke out on the day of Deltopia 2014, when 
attendance maxed out at approximately 25,000. Officers 
arrested over 100 residents, according to police estimates.

The riots led to broad discussion of the possibility of 
instituting a sanctioned Deltopia. Abboud said it was a 
primary issue in the last quarter of his A.S. presidency.

“This was actually a very, very widely popular, talked-
about issue in the few weeks following the riots,” he said. 
“[We thought,] let’s sanction it and make it work, you 
know? For the benefit for the community.”

The idea lost momentum in A.S., however, at the occur-
rence of the May 23, 2014, shooting, Abboud said.

While no stakeholders have officially sanctioned a 
Deltopia festival, UCSB student groups have developed 
programming around the informal celebration in efforts 
to increase the safety of students during the weekend.

A.S. Program Board has, for the past three years, host-
ed an on-campus concert called The Warm Up, and the A.S. 
Public Safety Commission started a volunteer program 
called UC Isla Vista (UCIV) in 2015 in which students act 

as mediators between residents and police.
Katya Armistead, the dean of the Office of Student 

Life, said the university has been supportive of the idea of 
a sanctioned Deltopia since the 2014 riots. She added that 
the county told university administrators that it would 
not approve permits for the sanctioned event because of 
liability issues.

“I was a part of those conversations with Jonathan 
[Abboud] there also, and I was in favor,” she said. “I felt 
like the county shut us down, so it certainly wasn’t UCSB.”

Joan Hartmann, chair of the county Board of 
Supervisors, said she has not heard before that the county 
would not approve permits. She said, however, that she is 
open to exploring the idea of sanctioning the Spring Break 
celebration.

Chris Bradley, a third-year environmental studies 
major who transferred from San Bernardino, said he 
expected police to “do a lot of cracking down” on Deltopia 
weekend, but he said he surprisingly had a lot of fun. A 
sanctioned Deltopia is an idea he is open to, he said. 

“It doesn’t sound like bad thing,” he said. “This is my 
first year here, so I can’t really compare to anything else 
— like if it’d be a step up from something — but it doesn’t 
seem like a bad idea.”

Brenda Cruz, a third-year communication major, said 
she thinks having a Deltopia festival would be “a lot more 
fun” and “a little more safe.”

“Having it like an actual festival would be really fun 
[and] it’d be more controlled alcohol-wise, too, like being 
able to buy different kinds of alcohol, besides having just 
cheap stuff,” she said.

I.V. residents coined the name “Floatopia,” the precursor to Deltopia, in 2003 after they took to the beaches and 
floated on inflatable rafts in the water. The event became Deltopia after officials closed the beaches in 2010.
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A sanctioned Deltopia could mean one with alcohol vendors, booked musical performances and Mardi Gras-
like marches. Various local businesses and entities would be allowed to come together to organize the festival.
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Some on the I.V. Community Service District (CSD) Board of Directors believe that a sanctioned event with a 
festival ordinance would make the community and its students safer, especially after the 2014 Deltopia Riots.
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Stakeholders imagine a Deltopia with wristbands, booked bands and booze stands



Maura Fox
University News Editor

UC Santa Barbara administrators are 
no longer calling for the demolition of 
the El Centro Annex building follow-
ing a decision to repair the building’s 
structural problems instead and allow 
students to continue using the space.

After an inspection of the building 
by Van Sande Structural Consultants, 
campus building official Ed Schmittgen 
notified the university on Jan. 9 that the 
building was no longer safe due to dry 
rot, insect damage, steel beam corrosion 
and an inadequate amount of ventila-
tion beneath the trailer’s floor. 

Schmittgen said there was also not 
enough seismic bracing within the build-
ing. Seismic bracing “prevents a building 
from moving laterally during a seismic 
event,” he said in an email.

Such problems could weaken the 
building’s structure and lead to earth-
quake vulnerability, he said. The univer-
sity informed students that they needed 
to evacuate the building within 45 days.

The building is over 40 years old 
and serves as a gathering space for vari-
ous cultural organizations, including El 
Congreso, Mujer de UCSB, Students for 
Justice in Palestine and conglomerate 
Mesa Directiva.

After a seismic stabilization project 
that began during the week of Feb. 13 
and concluded over Spring Break, the 
university has added 12 concrete pil-
lars around the north and east sides of 
the building. These structures make the 
building more durable and resilient to 

earthquakes.
“We essentially have more assurance 

now that the building is structurally sta-
ble than prior to this effort,” Schmittgen 
said. 

The addition of the concrete pillars 
has decreased the seismic risk of the 
building and is one of the steps stabiliz-
ing the building. The building will need 

further adjustments to fix a rotting part 
of the floor and the foundation of the 
building, which has suffered water dam-
age.

The remaining reparations will take 
place over the summer so students can 
continue to use El Centro throughout 
Spring Quarter. Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs Margaret Klawunn said 
the administration is working with a 
group of students from El Centro to plan 
out the details of the project.

“The seismic stabilization had to 
happen right away in order to keep the 
building in use this year, but the other 
part of the renovation, we’re outlin-
ing the scope of the project right now,” 
Klawunn said. 

According to Klawunn, pressure from 
the student groups that use El Centro 
prompted the administration to recon-
sider its options for the building’s future. 
Associated Students Senate passed a bill 
on Jan. 18 urging the university to pre-
serve the historical building. 

“What really made the difference 
was students saying, ‘We don’t want the 
building out of commission,’” Klawunn 
said. “So then Design and Construction 
went back to see if there is any solution 
to this that could keep the building in 
operation.” 

Klawunn said the new solution was 
not driven by finances or the cost of a 
demolition project but rather by “what 
makes the most sense.” She said the plan 
allows students to access the building 
for the duration of the quarter.
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Does Your Family Need Lodging 
for Graduation Weekend?

Stay in a Tropicana Gardens residence hall suite!

*Prices include continental breakfast, linen packets in each room, parking on-site, 
internet, use of facility, and occupancy tax. *Some beds are bunked.

The closest  
hotel we could  

find is 45 minutes  
away.

If we stay at  
Trop, we can walk  

to Graduation. 

... and 
not worry  

about parking!

Tropicana Gardens is offering accommodations in our residence hall 
suites, 2 blocks from UCSB’s main campus. 2 Bedroom/1 bath suites 
have 5 twin XL beds* and 3 Bedroom/2 bath suites have 9 twin XL 
beds*; there is a shared living room, but no kitchen. Continental 
breakfast at our on-site dining hall is included, as are linen packets 
for each bed, free on-site parking, free WiFi, and use of our amenities 
(pool, rec room, and cardio room).

6585 El Colegio Road, Goleta, California 93117 • (805) 968-4319

Reserve today at
www.tropicanastudentliving.com/short-term-stays/graduation-lodging
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excero ma idipiduntur, consequ

Wednesday, April 26
1-3p.m.
Storke Plaza

Daily Nexus 
2nd Annual 
Best of Festival

Join us for Live Music, Fresh Popcorn, 
Cotton Candy, Photo Booth, Henna, 

Caricature Drawings and more!

UCSB Police

SPONSORS
AS Program Board

Woodstocks
Health and Wellness 

Admins Opt to Repair El Centro

The building, located between Broida Hall and the UCSB Library, has 
been plagued by dry rot, damage from insects and steel beam corrosion.
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Father of 2014 I.V. Victim 
Reacts to Recent Shooting
Allison Garfield
Staff Writer

The father of a victim of the 2014 Isla Vista shooting 
spoke out Tuesday in response to the Monday shooting 
at a San Bernardino elementary school. 

Richard Martinez has been an advocate for gun con-
trol with the nonprofit organization Everytown for Gun 
Safety since the loss of his son, Christopher Michaels-
Martinez, who was one of seven students to die in the 
I.V. shooting.

Martinez said the recent shooting in San Bernardino 
demonstrates the immense work that still must be done 
to combat gun violence. 

“The other side vastly overestimates the ability of 
people to intervene in an emergency situation effec-
tively with a gun,” Martinez said. “The tragic situation 
in San Bernardino illustrates that point.” 

Cedric Anderson entered the North Park Elementary 
School campus on April 10 and fatally shot his wife, 
Karen Elaine Smith, and injured two students. One of 
the students died after being rushed to the hospital. 

While this incident is not considered a mass shoot-
ing, which is defined as a shooting where four or more 
people are killed by a firearm, Martinez said he believes 
it is similar to many mass shootings in the country 
because it was calculated and included the shooter com-
mitting suicide.

In response to the events, Martinez spoke in advo-
cacy of a gun control bill currently passing through the 
California state legislature, Assembly Bill 424 (AB 424). 

AB 424 aims to keep school district superintendents 
or other equivalent school authorities from providing 
permission to possess a firearm in a school zone. 

The bill passed through committee for a second time 

on April 5 and must now go through a third reading 
before being sent off to the state senate.

“The current California law states that guns are 
prohibited K through 12, but there is an exception if 
schools approve it,” Martinez said. “AB 424 takes away 
the exception and says there shouldn’t be any guns on 
school property.” 

Martinez said the three biggest problems with hav-
ing guns in schools are the increase in risks of accidental 
shootings, complications with law enforcement in emer-
gency situations and elevating conflict. 

“The situation is when you have a good guy with a 
gun and a bad guy with a gun, the police don’t know 
which is the shooter and complicate the situation fur-
ther,” Martinez said.

Martinez said “there isn’t one solution” to gun 
violence, but he believes AB 424 is a step in the right 
direction. 

“If you have a solution to gun violence, will it work 
100 percent of the time? No. But the same goes for seat-
belts. Just because they don’t work all the time doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t use them,” Martinez said. “Would it 
ever work 100 percent of the time? No. But it’s absurd 
that we’re in this situation, and we need to do better.”

Martinez stressed the importance of gun violence 
reform and compared the United States’s policy to that 
of gun laws in other countries, where there is signifi-
cantly less gun violence. 

“It needs to stop,” stated Martinez. “An American 
woman is 16 times more likely to be shot with a gun 
than in another country. We should not have to live like 
this. Other countries have guns, and they don’t have 
this problem.” 

“It doesn’t have to be like this,” Martinez added. “And 
more guns are not the solution to gun violence.” 

Richard Martinez — father of UCSB student Christopher Michaels-Martinez — and Congresswoman Lois 
Capps spoke with students in front of the UCen on Monday. Martinez is a staunch advocate of AB 424.
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SPORTS
Both current and former NFL 
players are under investigation 

for arm wrestling.  Yes, you read 
right, arm wrestling. The No 

Fun League (NFL) seems to only 
get softer and softer each year. 

*Sigh* Hello, NBA Playoffs. 

Armchair QB
Selected as one of 64 schools in the 
nation, UCSB will participate in the 

2017 USTA Tennis On Campus National 
Championship from April 13-15. 

Good luck Gauchos!

UCSB Intramural/Club Tennis

Spencer Ault
Staff Writer 

When Parker Boehle learned that 
he’d be redshirting his freshman year as 
a member of the UCSB men’s volleyball 
team, he immediately started doing the 
math.

There was a chance that, given the 
extra year created by his redshirt, 
Parker’s two younger brothers, Hayden 
and Davis, could join their older sibling 
on the UCSB team. 

As it turned out, the math worked 
out perfectly.

“I realized when I redshirted that 
I would be here for five years,” Parker 
said. “Then I realized that I could 
obviously play with Hayden if he came 
here, since we’re only two years apart. 
Then I realized, ‘Wow, Davis could 
actually be here, too,’ since we’re four 
years apart in terms of school.”

Of course, just because the timing 
worked out didn’t mean that reality was 
guaranteed, too. 

The odds of just one brother making 
it to the NCAA level and getting a spot 
on the Gaucho team was small enough. 
Three brothers would be almost 
impossible.

But that’s exactly what ended up 
happening. The last name Boehle 
appeared three times on the 2017 UCSB 
men’s volleyball roster, as Hayden, 
now a junior, and Davis, a freshman 
redshirt, defied the odds and embraced 
the timing to join their older brother.

“It started getting a little better 
when [Hayden and Davis] started 
getting recruited,” Parker said. “I 
was like, ‘Wow, this might actually 
happen’… And now here we all are. It’s 
pretty crazy.”

The 2017 season, which recently 
ended with the Gauchos going 10-6 
overall and missing out on the MPSF 
postseason tournament, didn’t go 
exactly as the Boehles might have 
hoped. 

Davis never actually got to see the 
court at the same time as his brothers, 
as he followed in Parker’s footsteps by 
redshirting his freshman season.

That said, being on the same team 
and at the same campus washed away 
some of the sting for the Boehle trio. 

Years of playing and living together 
created a bond that goes beyond that 
of normal teammates, something that 
shows on the court.

“We know we have our backs,” Davis 
said. “We know we’re there for each 
other. When we’re down, we pick each 
other up. You just know that you have 
your best friend on the court with you.”

Parker, Hayden and Davis didn’t just 
stumble upon volleyball by accident. 
Michael Boehle, their father, is in his 
19th year as head coach of the boy’s 
volleyball team at Loyola High School, 
currently the top team in the nation. 
All three Boehle boys played for their 
father there, but their volleyball roots 
go even deeper than just high school.

“We all started playing when we were 
super young,” Hayden said. “We have a 
little grass court in our backyard, so we 
started probably when we were around 
eight to 10.”

Michael Boehle, naturally, played 
a pivotal role in cultivating his three 
sons’ love for the game. 

The elder Boehle played beach 
volleyball professionally back in the day 
and has won six CIF Southern Section 
titles at the helm of the Loyola squad. 
A resume like that gives a dad a lot to 
teach his kids about the sport.

“He’s probably the most important 
person in my career in terms of 
volleyball,” Parker said. “He taught 
me the game. He showed me how to 
compete and how to lead.”

Volleyball isn’t just a boy’s thing in 
the Boehle family, however. 

Parker, Hayden and Davis have 
a younger sister named Ella, who is 
currently a junior on the volleyball team 
at Notre Dame Academy in Los Angeles.

“It’s been pretty funny watching her 
grow up and be able to compete with us 
in the backyard,” Davis said. “She used 
to have to watch from the sidelines, but 
now she can hold her own with us.”

There’s only one non-volleyballer in 
the Boehle clan: Lisa Boehle, mother of 
UCSB’s sibling triangle. 

That doesn’t stop her from joining in 
on backyard matches, though.

“She’s probably the only one in our 
entire family who can’t play volleyball,” 
Parker said. “We give her a hard time, 
but she’ll go out there and she has fun 

with it. She’s a great sport.”
As might be expected, the shared 

volleyball upbringing has left the 
Boehle brothers with some similarities 
as players. 

All three consider ball control one 
of their greatest strengths as well as 
volleyball IQ.

That doesn’t mean that they’re all 
carbon copies, however. 

Hayden plays outside hitter for the 
most part, while Parker and Davis both 
play at the libero position. 

That pattern carries over to 
communication, as Parker and Davis 
both outtalk the middle sibling on the 
court by a significant amount.

Indeed, all three brothers noted an 
every-other pattern in their family. 
Parker and Davis look and act alike, 
while Hayden and Ella share some major 
characteristics between each other.

“Hayden’s a lot like my sister,” Parker 
said. “It’s kind of like me and Davis and 
then Hayden and my sister; the two 
pairs have a lot of similar traits. 

My sister kind of acts like Hayden 
did when he was in high school, and 
then I see a lot of things that Davis does 
that I used to do back then.”

“We look alike,” Davis said of his 
similarities to Parker. “Literally, there 
will be times where we think the same 
thing without knowing it and be like, 
‘Wow, that’s kind of crazy.’”

Parker and Davis do bear a major 
resemblance to one another, with one 
small difference: Davis’s broken nose. 
That’s thanks to none other than 
Hayden, who smashed a ball right 
through Davis’s hands in a backyard 
volleyball match.

Anyone with siblings can tell you 
that such injuries are just a part of life 
growing up, and Davis certainly doesn’t 
seem to hold a grudge against his 
brother for the incident. 

At least Gaucho volleyball fans had 
better hope he doesn’t, since they’ll be 
sharing a court come next season.

Hayden and Davis will carry on 
without Parker, who played out his last 
year of eligibility this past season. 

Luckily for the three siblings, they 
all got to share that year on the same 
campus, thanks to that freshman 
redshirt that made the math all possible. 

Boehle to the Third Power: 
UCSB’s Brotherly Trilogy 
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Spencer Ault
Staff Writer 
Most Valuable Player: James Harden, Houston Rockets

When the NBA MVP race is this close, it comes down to wins. When the 
stats fail to reveal a clear winner, when neither James Harden nor Russell 
Westbrook can claim superiority in one area without being countered in 
another, victories become the tiebreaker. 

Following that logic, Harden should win the 2017 NBA MVP award. 
Yes, Westbrook is averaging a triple-double which is insane! But Harden 

is averaging 56.4 points accounted for a game this year. That’s 56.4 points 
a game created by one player, either through shots or assists. 

It’s less instinctively impressive than triple-doubles, but it’s really just 
as insane. Harden leads the league in offensive win shares per Basketball 
Reference as well as win shares overall. That’s generally a pretty good 
indicator of a worthy MVP.  

Westbrook leads the league in player efficiency rating, another solid 
MVP benchmark. There’s a counter for every argument but one: wins. 

Harden’s Rockets have secured the third seed in the west while 
Westbrook’s Thunder was only able to sneak in at the six spot. With that, 
Harden is the rightful MVP.

Defensive Player of Year: Draymond Green, Golden State Warriors

Almost no one likes Draymond Green, and for good reason: He plays 
dirty, as Steven Adams can tell you, and he can be incredibly annoying. 
That said, he’s still the best defensive player in the league this year. 

Honestly, I think there’s a serious case to be made that he’s been the 
best defender in the league for the past few years, but that’s a different 
debate. 

No one else in the NBA quarterbacks a defense like Green does. He’s 
constantly moving and talking, the heart and soul of a very good Warriors 
defense. He’s tied for the league lead in steals with John Wall, and he’s 14th 
in blocks. 

Opponents shoot just 40 percent when matched up with Green, per 
NBA.com. That number rises to only 48.2 percent from inside six feet. 
Just for reference, opponents shoot 49 percent against Rudy Gobert, who’s 
quite a bit larger than Green.

Gobert and Kawhi Leonard are both fantastic defenders, but they just 
can’t compare with what Green does on defense. 

He’s the most versatile and effective defender in the NBA, and that’s 
why he’s my Defensive Player of the Year.

Rookie of the Year: Joel Embiid, Philadelphia 76ers 

Joel Embiid was the best rookie in the NBA this year. That’s why he 
should get the award. 

It’s really that simple. I realize he only played in 31 games, but that 
doesn’t matter. 

Just because Malcolm Brogdon and Dario Saric played all year doesn’t 
mean they were better rookies than Embiid. 

In only 25 minutes per game, Embiid averaged 20.2 points and 7.8 
rebounds, all while giving Philadelphia the first breath of basketball hope 
it’s felt since “The Process” began. 

When Embiid was on the court, he was as dominant as any rookie I can 

remember, holding his own against players like DeMarcus Cousins and 
Anthony Davis. 

There’s no way that Brogdon (10.2/2.8/4.3) or Saric (12.8/6.3/2.2) 
match up with what Embiid did, even taking into account the missed 
games. Were this the MVP award, I could agree with the pro-Brogdon/Saric 
arguments. This is the Rookie of the Year Award, though, and Embiid is far 
and away the most deserving candidate. 

Sixth Man of the Year: Andre Iguodala, Golden State Warriors 

It’s hard to feel good about giving any award to a player with a slash 
line of 7.6/4.0/3.4. Those are solid numbers for a role player but they don’t 
exactly scream “Sixth Man of the Year” at first glance. 

That’s why it’s important to go a little deeper with Andre Iguodala. 
Eric Gordon and Lou Williams have flashier stats, but Iguodala has been 

absolutely essential to the Warriors, particularly after Kevin Durant went 
down with a knee injury.

Iguodala’s 4.5 assist-to-turnover ratio is the best in the league, a 
demonstration of how he steadies the occasionally turbulent Warriors 
offense. 

He’s still a top-notch defender, too, with a solid 101 defensive rating. A 
scoring average of 7.6 points per game makes Iguodala an unexciting award 
candidate, but the rest of his stats make him a deserving one. 

Most Improved Player: James Johnson, Miami Heat 

Coming into this season, there were essentially no outside expectations 
for James Johnson. He was a largely anonymous veteran backup on a one-
year, $4 million deal who had never averaged double-digit points per game 
and hadn’t played much the season prior. 

Over the course of this season, Johnson became one of the linchpins 
of Miami’s stunning drive to playoff contention, averaging career highs 
in points (12.8), rebounds (4.9), assists (3.6) and three-point percentage 
(34.5 percent, up from 30.3 the year before). 

If that’s not enough to win Most Improved Player, then I don’t know 
what is. 

Coach of the Year: Mike D’Antoni, Houston Rockets 

The Houston Rockets finished one game ahead of the Utah Jazz for the 
Western Conference eighth seed with a 41-41 record last year. They were 
dysfunctional and depressing. 

Harden seemed disinterested at times while Dwight Howard was clearly 
disinterested at all times. Mike D’Antoni turned this team around. 

The Rockets were projected to finish 11th in the Western Conference 
this season by Bleacher Report but, instead, they’re the third seed with 
more than 50 wins. 

Unsurprisingly, D’Antoni’s offensive system has pushed the Rockets 
from 106.5 points per game last year to 115.2 this year, behind only the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Golden State’s Steve Kerr, Washington’s Scott Brooks and Boston’s Brad 
Stevens are all very strong candidates for the award. 

However, none of those coaches have accomplished anything close to 
the kind of job D’Antoni has in bringing his team from the infighting and 
apathy of last year’s Rockets to the excellence of this year’s version which 
is a solid contender for a championship.

2016-17 NBA Awards Predictions: Will ‘The Beard’ Prevail?
With the regular season officially over, it is now time to reflect upon each player’s impact and determine what praise is deserved.
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Hayden Boehle (top) had a career year for the Gauchos this past season recording a career high 128 
digs, third best mark on the team while older brother Parker finished first on the team in digs with 194.
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	                   Daily Specials 

	 	      Musubi Monday $1.79 
                                    Taco Tuesday $2 

	             Wednesday: ÒWhy Not Breakfast?Ó $1 off Breakfast items 
	                  Thirsty Thursday! Free Soda with Signature Plate 
                           Friday Friday: Free Fries with Purchase of $10 or more 
           March Madness Special: 6/8 Piece hot or mild wings with sides: 5.99/6.99 

@hiwifusion

Continued from p.1
PASTERNACK

One of the biggest things that is known 
about Santa Barbara is not only the beaches 
and beauty but the brains behind a school that 
ranks among the top public universities in the 
nation — something that coach Pasternack 
values and believes will be a big factor in the 
rebuilding of the basketball program. 

 “To take advantage of getting an 
incredible education here and to graduate 
and be set up for the rest of your life, that’s 
part of the culture we want to instill here.” 
Pasternack said. 

Not many coaches have had the track 
record Pasternack has been able to attain in 
such a short amount of time. The Indiana 
alum is set to turn 40 on April 15, Sean 
Miller, the current coach at Arizona who has 
made three Elite Eight appearances, six Sweet 
16 appearances and has brought home two 
Pac-12 Championships.

“The past six years at Arizona under Sean, 
who is a future Hall of Fame coach, and 
learning his system and being able to put 
together all the information I’ve learned over 
the past 20 years and picking out what I want 
to do best with my personality for our system 
to fit our personnel has been invaluable.” 
Pasternack said. 

Along with that, Pasternack also has the 
advantage of this being his second head 
coaching job.

 “I’m really excited that I did have that 
opportunity in New Orleans,” Pasternack 
said. “I was 30 years old and I made a 
million mistakes as a young coach, and that 
is really helping me today in putting together 
a program, building a staff and managing a 
team the right way.”

One of the biggest reasons Pasternack was 
such a sought-after coach was because of his 
recruiting experience. While at Arizona the 
past six seasons, Pasternack helped land the 
Wildcats a top-10 recruiting class, including 
a top-five recruiting class in four of those 
six years and was ranked as the 12th best 
recruiter in college basketball by ESPN last 
fall.

The former Cal assistant has built many 
different connections over the last 18 years, 
including many different international 
connects. 

“Recruiting has been great so far,” 
Pasternack said. “We are receiving an 
incredible amount of interest from transfers, 
California kids, international guys and me 
being able to use my connections I’ve built 

over 18 years is really paying dividends right 
now.”

As a mid-major, part of UCSB’s road to 
success will be to build a very valuable home 
crowd, something that has dwindled over the 
last few years. A stadium that holds 5,600 
people, the Thunderdome only averaged 
1,587 seats filled per home game, with the 
highest crowd being against rival Cal Poly, 
a game UCSB won, which had 3,306 people 
in attendance. 

“There are a lot of games that have 
already been scheduled, even before I got 
here, but we want to bring an exciting 
game to the Thunderdome. Personally, I 
want to dive head first with the students, it 
is my number one priority to be available to 
the students,” Pasternack said. 

It is clear one of Pasternack’s priorities 
is the rebuilding of this program. But he, 
like most adults, also has other priorities 
that keep him busy like having a family. 
Pasternack is a father to two kids, one boy 
and one girl, who he loves very much. 

They are his fun, and they are his 
go-to during his free time. His son Joe 
IV loves basketball just like his father, 
while his daughter, Lilly, currently enjoys 

gymnastics.
“I don’t have a lot of interests,” 

Pasternack chuckles. “My life is basketball 
and my family. I have a 10-year-old and a 
six-year old, and what I do for fun isn’t golf, 
it’s spending time with my kids and going 
to dinner with my family.”

Along with his kids, Pasternack is also 
married to his wife, Lindsay Pasternack, 
and like most married couples, the 
beginning of their relationship is a cute 
story.

“My now brother-in-law was the radio play-
by-play at Cal where I got the job at 22-years-
old, and he was nice enough to let me ask her 
out on a date, and now the rest is history.”

His eagerness to help build back not only 
this program but also this fan base, has many 
fans happy. At ucsbgauchos.yuku.com, a 
site composed of many gaucho alums that 
are all about Gaucho sports, 42 of 53 fans 
that participated in a poll on the hiring of 
Pasternack gave at least an 8/10 rating with 
three of those users giving a perfect 10.

All good things must come to an end. But 
that doesn’t mean more good things will 
happen. In fact, maybe something better is 
coming our way.

Calvin Thrift
Staff Writer 

The UCSB softball team will look to remain strong at home this week-
end when it faces Cal State Northridge. 

The three-game series includes both teams coming off wins, with the 
Matadors currently rolling on a four-game win streak. 

The Gauchos are sitting above .500 so far this year at 22-19 overall 
and 3-3 in Big West play. At times it has been inconsistent, but UCSB has 
shown that it has the firepower of big hitters to go on scoring runs either 
to cut deficits or increase leads. 

The Matadors have been the more consistent team thus far in the year, 
holding a 24-13 overall record and a 4-2 league record this season. 

CSUN is 10-2 in its past 12 games, the only losses coming from a tal-
ented Long Beach State team. 

While there is certainly plenty of softball left to be played, both the 
Gauchos and Matadors have gotten off to decent starts this season and 
are looking to improve upon last season’s finishes. 

For CSUN, their recent success is at least partly due to senior second 
baseman Tara Kliebenstein, who has been setting career highs during her 
senior season. 

With CSUN winning its last 18 of 21 games, Kliebenstein is now bat-
ting .324 for the season. 

Kliebenstein was appropriately awarded Big West Softball Field Player 
of the Week two weeks ago after notching remarkable performances at the 
plate with both .600 batting and 1.000 slugging percentages following the 
team’s doubleheader against Murray State and CSU Bakersfield. 

Also a weapon for the Matadors is senior Taylor Glover who is cur-
rently batting a conference-best .407 this season. 

The momentum-filled CSUN team will hope to keep rolling offensively 
and utilize their best hitters as they lead the conference in offensive pro-
duction. 

This past Monday, Glover was named the Big West Player of the Week 

after recording a .444 batting average along with three runs, four RBIs, 
two stolen bases and a home run in the Matadors series sweep of Hawaii 
over the weekend. 

The Gauchos will look to contain Kliebenstein’s hitting on Friday and 
Saturday and even balance it out with a talented infielder of their own, 

sophomore pitcher Alyssa Diaz. 
Diaz, from South El Monte High School, came up big for UCSB on Sun-

day, going 2-2 at bat with a double, a triple and 4 RBI. 
Diaz was also nominated for Big West Softball Field Player of the Week 

following her solid weekend performance.
Sierra Altmeyer has been an effective second baseman recently. The 

sophomore has been racking up career stats in her second season and 
could emerge to equally challenge the Matadors’ hitting. Altmeyer is bat-
ting .392, while at the same time leading the Big West in runs with 35. 

In the three-game series against UC Riverside, Altmeyer went six-for-
nine at the plate. 

Aside from players with recent blow-up performances, a Gaucho to 
watch is senior outfielder Kristen Clark. Almost a month ago, the former 
Big West Freshman of the Year passed Christine Ramos to lead UCSB in 
all-time hits with an impressive 274. 

Clark has had spectacular seasons since her freshman year, and she’s 
still racking up numbers and helping a talented Gaucho team head in the 
right direction. 

Although it’s still early in the season, UCSB sits in a decent position of 
fourth in the Big West standings with there being a three-way tie for first 
between Cal Poly, CSUN and Long Beach State. 

While the Gauchos have yet to play the Matadors this season, last year’s 
series between the two resulted in CSUN winning two of three games. 

The Matadors would go on to place second in the Big West, right be-
hind the regular season champion for 2016, Cal State Fullerton. 

UCSB placed fourth in the standings last year, finishing 28-28 and 11-
10 in conference play. 

This CSUN series for UCSB should be competitive as well as a good test 
for both teams with the Gauchos and Matadors both looking to build off 
of last year’s performances.

The Gauchos will look to avenge last year’s series loss against CSUN 
beginning at home Friday, April 14, at 3 p.m. and continue with a double 
header on Saturday, April 15, with games at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 

Gauchos Remain at Home in Search of 3rd Consecutive Series Win

The Gauchos are 10-3 when playing at Campus Diamond. Thus far, 
UCSB is 3-3 in Big West play after losing in its conference-opening series.

DUSTIN HARRIS/ DAILY NEXUS 

Tommy Pardini
Staff Writer 

Still looking for its first conference win, the No. 12 UCSB women’s water polo 
team faces No. 15 Long Beach State as it celebrates Senior Day at Campus Pool.

After dropping four of their last five games against highly ranked opponents, the 
Gauchos stand at 15-10, 0-3 as they head into their final home game of the season 
versus the defending Big West regular season champs.

A total of six seniors — Devon Gasparini, Miranda Schrader, Taylor Shore, Jenna 
Solberg, Brenna Thomas and Sophie Trabucco — will be honored this weekend, and 
it can be assured that each senior is seeking to end their collegiate career with a bang. 
Saturday’s matchup will serve as one step toward that goal.

“We all have different versions of the same story,” senior utility Jenna Solberg 
said. “We’ve been through literally everything together. For us it’s more fun than 
anything, and the game is why were all together.”

Together they will face a 15-10 and 2-2 Long Beach State team who has won four 
of its last five games but are coming off a one-goal loss to UC San Diego.

Long Beach is only conceding roughly six goals per game in its last eight games. 
Over the same span, the 49ers haven’t allowed over nine goals in any of those games. 

This doesn’t bode well for the Gauchos, who have only produced about five goals 
per game over their recent poor five-game stretch.

“I think that the games we’ve lost haven’t gone our way, but the scores don’t 
reflect the intensity of the games,” Solberg said.

However, the focus of UCSB right now is on mental toughness as it prepares for 
the win-or-go home games that are approaching.

“At this point in season, for any team it is the greatest test of character whether 
you’ve beaten a team 10-5 or lost to a team 10-5,” Head Coach Serela Kay said. “I 
think it’s time for us to focus on mental toughness, and that’s what we’re doing right 
now.”

The Gauchos’ opponent, Long Beach State, returns a solid nucleus of players from 
last season’s regular season title-winning squad, including three All-Big West return-
ers, most notably junior utility Virginia Smith. 

Last season, Smith became the first sophomore in program history to be named 
to the All-Big West first team.

The reigning Big West Player of the Week has 10 goals over her past four games 
and ranks second on the team in total goals this season with 35.

The Gauchos should also keep their eyes on redshirt senior defender Christina 
Kostia, who leads the 49ers in goals this season with 45.

Kostia redshirted the 2016 season to participate in the 2016 Women’s Water 
Polo Olympic Qualification Tournament for her home country, Greece.

Santa Barbara has won two of its previous three matchups against Long Beach, 
with just a one-goal loss to the 49ers in the final game of last season.

The Gauchos are 15-2 when facing teams that rank behind them in the national 
rankings this season. 

UCSB also has seven victories over teams ranked in the top-25 national rankings. 
This clash with No. 12 LBSU will be an opportunity for the Gauchos to increase that 
total and perhaps get back to their winning ways.

“The beauty of the Big West Conference is, I think, it’s wide open,” Kay said. 
“Whoever really wants it and whoever is mentally tough is the one who is going to 
come away with it.”

This will be an emotional day for the Gauchos, especially for the tremendous six 
seniors on the team who have helped guide this young roster throughout the season.

“We have put the freshman in very important roles, and they’ve taken it with 
grace,” Solberg said. “For us to have played with them for just six months, we’ve al-
ready become such a tight-knit team; we’re looking forward to playing on Saturday.”

UCSB will face Long Beach State in its last home game this Saturday, April 15, at 
noon at Campus Pool.

UCSB Focuses on Mental Toughness in Hopes of Attaining 1st Conf. Win

Currently tied with CSUN for least conference wins, UCSB is destined to 
finish in the bottom two spots of the standings for the first time since 2014.

DUSTIN HARRIS / DAILY NEXUS 
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In Living

Jasmine Rodriguez
Staff Writer

Striking, behind-the-scenes photos of the Los 
Angeles universe and intimate portraits that encapsu-
late the beauty in imperfections: These are themes that 
define photographer Evan Tan’s stunning portfolio. 
Through the lens, Tan chronicles the compelling stories 
of people and artists of color within a f luorescent world. 
The dreamy content of the images are all credited to the 
17-year-old Tan, who travels with his cameras to docu-
ment the scenes he immerses himself in. In an era when 
many of the emerging talent are late 90s and 2000s 
babies, Tan is moving toward the forefront of the spec-
trum, creating a world that chooses to illuminate f laws 
rather than mask them. Evan Tan spoke to Artsweek 
about his goal to display people of all shades, capturing 
the humanity in his subjects and how music shapes the 
way he engages with his camera. 

Tan’s first venture into the world of photography 
started with filmmaking. 

“I started off my artistic career in filmmaking,” he 
said. “I left high school and the country to work on a stu-
dent-led documentary in Nepal as a cinematographer.” 

For a month, he hiked and camped in the Himalayas 
to film, and during that time he began taking his very 
first portraits while building strong relationships with 
the local villagers. 

“I fell in love with the human being through my lens 
and brought my love for stills back to America,” he said.   

The importance of versatility in photography primar-
ily comes with understanding how to capture personal 
and intimate moments. In response to this thought, 
Tan said, “I believe everyone has interesting lives; I just 
capture moments of mine. Everything you see is my real 
honest life. I don’t think about planning much, I just live 
my life, and whatever happens happens.” 

When we find ourselves in a pivotal moment of our 
lives, we often lack the comfort and talent to capture 
these grand times.  Tan is known to carry around four 
bags with him at all times, stating, “I usually have my 
camera within a few feet from me at all times, but I like 
to give her a break sometimes. I treat my camera like I’m 
in a relationship with it. Sometimes it won’t work, and 
then we’ll both fight and not talk for a while, and then 
I’ll pick it up and we’ll get back to working together.” 

Embedding oneself into the world of capturing art-
ists when they are off the stage on which they perform 
is a rarity, yet Tan has etched his place in the world of 

capturing iconic photos of his artist friends. The magic 
within his photos lies in his naturalistic approach, in 
that he aims to show facets of his subjects that other 
photographers would conceal. 

“I love blemishes. I love imperfections and things 
that make anyone different,” states Tan, “I want my 
art to be honest, and I believe that people are the most 
beautiful in their natural state.” 

“I look at my photography as if I live inside my own 
universe where I’m the only one with the ability to see. 
Colors, people, places and shapes are constantly being 
filtered through my mind, and I use those to create 
images.” Tan creates an atmosphere with his subjects 
that allows individuals to display their carefree ele-
ments. 

For example, Tan recently photographed his friend, 
singer-songwriter Steve Lacy of The Internet, on the 
set of his “Ryd/Dark Red” music video. On the topic of 
the spontaneity of capturing the unfiltered moments 
with Steve on film, Tan said, “I texted him and then he 
dropped a pin and I just showed up and hung out for, 
like, half an hour. I just shoot my friends, and a lot of 
them happen to be artists. I record people in moments 
in my life, and I allow everything to naturally fall into 
place; I don’t like planning much.”

When asked about the most iconic photograph he 
has ever taken, Tan considered his work and said, “The 
most iconic moment I have ever shot would be this photo 
I have of Jaden Smith. He had his Super 8 with him 
and we hiked this mountain in Calabasas, and I took a 
photo of him shooting me. The sky is a perfect color and 
the full moon is visible just over his head; it’s a perfect 
photo.” 

The romantic essence of shooting on 35mm film pro-

vides valuable glimpses into scenarios one would want 
to escape to and relive. 

“I think shooting on film is the most romantic 
thing. It’s a relationship that exists between the pho-
tographer and the subject that none else in the world 
can have,” he said, adding, “When you’re shooting 
on film, every exposure costs something, so every 
moment is intense and is intertwined with each other.”  

Rather than hiding in the darkness, Tan has a pen-
chant for illuminating the world with saturated color. 

“I love working with naturally found bright colors. 
I find this wide selection of colors in people and my 
everyday surroundings. I shot one roll of black-and-
white film a while back, but I realized after developing 
that I would stick with color forever,” the photographer 
said. 

Music defines our individuality and existence, and 
the vessel of music in Tan’s life inf luences the physical-
ity of his content. On the coexistence of music and his 
photography, he affirmed, “I listen to music every day 
almost at all times. Most of my friends are involved 
with music, too, so I’m surrounded by it constantly. I 
listen to different types of music when I want to feel 
different emotions and take photos with those feelings 
in mind.” 

Tan’s nonconformity allows him to relish in indi-
viduality. When asked about the differences between 
him and other photographers, Tan replied, “I think 
the difference between me and other photographers 
is that I do this one 100 percent because I enjoy doing 
this. I don’t make any money, I don’t have a job, I don’t 
plan things out; photography has become something I 
can use to express myself in infinite different ways.” 
He then said, in a moment of clarity, “A lot of people 
make art to make money or to be like someone else, but 
eventually, creatively, they will run dry.” 

As for Tan’s goals in the future, he said, “Thom 
Yorke is a dream of mine to shoot, but I really want to 
shoot Frank Ocean.” Many photographers’ mass goal 
is to gravitate attention to their photos to usurp more 
opportunities, but when someone views Tan’s images, 
he “want[s] them to fall in love.” His age should not 
discredit his self-made accomplishments; he holds 
remarkable wisdom about the art of photography. His 
varied subjects are given a medium to be visible so 
that their beauty shines through the lens. Tan cap-
tures not only the heartbeat of Los Angeles but also 
the heartbeat of people whose faces remain invisible 
in magazines. 
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Evan Tan, a teenage photography prodigy based in the heart of Southern California, shoots 
    vivid portraits of friends, artists and musicians

For a month, he hiked and 
camped in the Himalayas to 
film, and during that time 
he began taking his first 
portraits while building strong 
relationships with the local 
villagers. 
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I love blemishes. I love 
imperfections and 
things that make anyone 
different. I want my art to 
be hon est ...

                                      —   Evan Tan 
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Homeshake Brings Silky Sounds to Storke Plaza

RL Grime Soundtracks a Sunny Deltopia Weekend

Zoe Jones
Artsweek Editor

On Monday, the steps descending to the bottom 
of Storke Tower rapidly f i l led with denim-covered 
bottoms and sneaker-clad feet. Passersby stared into 
the space in front of the tower, wondering why the 
crowd had gathered — especial ly since it was prime 
time for lunch or afternoon classes. The eager group, 
some of whom had sacrif iced both food and learning, 
was awaiting an afternoon set from Homeshake, the 
synth-pop project of singer and multi-instrumental-
ist Peter Sagar. 

Homeshake, currently on tour behind Fresh Air, 
made a quick stop here in Santa Barbara, presented 
as part of the noon concert series. This show con-
tinues a tradition that is 30 years strong; Program 
Board ’s noon Storke shows started in the early 
’80s. The campus population’s music tastes have, of 
course, changed since then, so the ASPB team tries to 
account for our wide variety of tastes. Justin Taing, 
Program Board ’s special events assistant, said that 
his goal is to “get a good mix of local and traveling 
bands, a combination of my own tastes and people I 
think would be a good f it.” It is a lso important for 
ASPB as a whole to keep in mind the f lexibi l ity that 
the open space of Storke provides in terms of audi-
ence accessibi l ity and movement. As anticipation 
for Homeshake grew, the crowd was visibly pleased, 
content with Program Board ’s appeal to their indie 
sensibi l ities. 
 Homeshake began in 2013 with the release of 
T he Homeshake Tape.  A nother cassette fol lowed, 
and the project was eventual ly signed to indie 
label Sinderlyn, which released Homeshake’s debut 
album In The Shower. Before departing to focus on 
Homeshake, his misleading moniker for work that is 
mostly solo, Sagar was a guitarist for Mac DeMarco’s 
backing band. Echoes of DeMarco’s brand of slacker 
rock can occasional ly be heard in Homeshake’s easy-
going sound. In fact, Homeshake and DeMarco are 
part of a festival-favorite group of Canadian acts, 
including folk-pop singer Andy Shauf and dream rock 
band A lv vays. 
 W hile setting up the various pedals and effects 
boxes necessary for his woozy, warm sound, Sagar 
did not participate in much banter with the audience. 

He quietly worked on getting everything positioned 
just r ight, his thick yel low sweatshirt and khaki-col-
ored pants almost inappropriate for the early Apri l 
heat. Five minutes past noon, he signaled up to the 
makeshift soundbooth perched at the top step above 
Storke, and launched into the instrumental “Hel lo 
Welcome,” the opening track from Fresh Air. His bite-
sized songs are a good f it for the hour-long slots for 
Storke shows, creating a set jam-packed with tasty 
sounds. 

Next on Homeshake’s short setl ist was “Cal l Me 
Up,” a single that has become one of their most 
popular tracks. This song belongs on the sugges-
tive playlists of col lege kids, particularly if they 
want to impress a girl or guy that ’s into cool music. 
Over catchy, staccato synth notes that replicate the 
melody of the song, Sagar sings, “Any time you want 
to just cal l me up, and I ’ l l answer you.” His falsetto, 
manipulated heavily by his ensemble of electronics, 
melted seamlessly into the day. However, a few songs 
into the set, he commented that it was “weird playing 
in the sunlight.” Homeshake does not boast a sound 
that is daytime-ready, but nonetheless, the soulful 
melodies were pleasantly warm. 
 At the f irst notes of “Khmlwugh,” a few cheers 
came from the front of the audience. The track is one 
of Homeshake’s sexiest and most instantly recogniz-
able. Homeshake’s entire catalog f l irts heavily with 
the sensual, but this song brings it to the forefront 
with a steady drum beat, unhurried keyboards and 

Sagar’s voice in its lower register. “Kissing, hugging, 
making love, waking up, getting high ” is what the 
letters of the song’s unpronounceable tit le stand 
for. Homeshake has a charming way of marrying 
jazz f luidity and R&B chil l with soulful grooves. The 
song’s warbling instrumentals paired with Sagar’s 
soft vocals serve as a foi l to one another, but these 
elements are able to create contrast without tension.  

“Making a Fool of You,” from Homeshake’s debut 
In The Shower, was another familiar track, centered 
around a jam session bassline. By the middle of the 
set, a sizable group of people had formed in front of 
the speakers of the outdoor, makeshift stage, most 
of them having ditched their Vans to dance barefoot 
on the pavement. 

A lthough Sagar and his band moved through the 
set with l itt le banter, presumably due to obvious 
time constraints, he did take time to thank everyone 
who was watching. Peering through his oversized, 
round, black sunglasses, he commented, “Pretty nice 
campus, congratulations. I hope you al l have an easy 
time getting out of debt.” His dry sense of humor 
seems stif led in writing, but his joke was tinged with 
sincerity. 

Homeshake closed the show with the sunny, mid-
tempo “Home at Last.” As I looked around at the 
moving bodies, tapping feet and nodding heads, I 
felt at home: a few weeks into a Santa Barbara spring 
with the sun shining l ike it never left in the f irst 
place. 

Max Pasion-Gonzales
Staff Writer

 UCSB students should study hard, carry them-
selves wel l and, for the love of God, please lose the 
party reputation. The community knows this, the 
staff knows this, we know this. Last Saturday’s host-
ing of heav y trap DJ RL Grime was a c lear attempt 
to keep kids off the streets of I.V. during Deltopia; 
the students responded with immense praise. As the 
high energy, sold-out crowd and consequently empty 
Isla Vista can attest, the plan was a huge success.
 Born w ith the less excit ing name of Henr y 
Steinway, RL Grime is an electronic music producer 

based out of Los Angeles. He blew up online in the 
early 2010s with his debut EP, Grapes, and his later 
hit remix of “Mercy” by Kanye West. Since then, he 
has r isen to electronic superstardom amongst the 
l ikes of Flume and Major Lazer with his 2014 Void EP 
and, more specif ical ly, his bass-heav y hits “Core” and 
“ Tel l Me.” He more recently was on the world-famous 
Coachel la bi l l in 2016 as wel l as the electronic festi-
val, Snowglobe, in Tahoe.
 RL Grime has recently joined the l ikes of legend-
ary artists such as Snoop Dogg, Diplo and Anderson 
.Paak to perform at UCSB. It is a lso worth mention-
ing that opening act Destructo was also a solid addi-
tion to the show and brought a more narrow EDM-

favoring crowd in early for some pre-Grime womps. 
Second-year Ryan Andrews explained, “EDM is 

a huge part of the culture here. We al l love rap and 
rock as wel l, but it is real ly nice to get to come to 
see some legit festival quality DJs for such a cheap 
price.” 

But even for someone outside of the electronic 
culture, RL Grime provided a high-energy set that 
was diff icult to dismiss for lovers of any genre.
 RL Grime, a long with his elaborate assortment 
of heav y electronic drops, is an extremely talented 
mixer that wields a unique abil ity to incorporate 
other genres into his set. The ski l l that tends to 
unite communities is his constant integration of 
popular hip-hop into his electronic beats, which 
was made most prevalent with his smash hit remix 
of “Love Sosa” by Chief Keef. The general approach 
is to take the already infectious hook of a popular 
hip-hop song, throw it over a heavier and steady 
beat and use it as a segue to another electronic drop 
or melody. Grime has mastered this technique. The 
genres, which normally seem like polar opposites, 
were mixed seamlessly in his performance which 
kept the set f lowing wel l and constantly captivating.
 A mong the other songs sampled were throw-
back “Can’t Tel l Me Nothing” by Kanye West, The 

Weeknd ’s broken love bal lad of “ The Hil ls” and the 
new instant classic from Future, the beautiful “Mask 
Off.” These tunes kept the set dancy and vibrant as 
wel l, which can help with the common complaint of 
an electronic set being too monotonous or artif icia l. 
Destructo used the same technique but to a less fre-
quent degree, most memorably with the addition of 
X X XTentacion’s controversial “Look at Me” amidst 
his pounding electronic bass.
 As a prominent artist in the UCSB community, RL 
Grime’s beats caused the audience to respond with 
vibes that were, for lack of a better term, electr ify-
ing, a l l night long. The student crowd had the same 
energy as any other typical RL Grime show: plenty 
of sweaty bodies jumping, moshing, screaming and 
borderl ine v iolently losing their minds to a l l of 
the gnarly beats that were dropped. Regarding the 
performance, Leah Bronstein responded simply yet 
elegantly: “It was grimey,” she stated, “grimey with a 
side of f i lth.”
 As a music enthusiast and writer, I often feel that 
it is my given duty to disl ike everything that the 
Electronic Dance Music phenomenon stands for. I ’m 
inclined to believe that it is artif icia l, without any 
real message or intel l igence, and painful ly repeti-
tious. The idea of a concert where jumping is the only 
acceptable form of dancing and drugs are encour-
aged for enjoyment seems r idiculous to me, and I 
often f ind it easy to slouch back into my corner of 
artistic snobbery with al l of the other non-believers. 
However, there is a lot to be admired here; RL Grime 
is amazing. The internet EDM hero brought together 
a ton of different kids with merely a laptop and cre-
ativ ity. He truly is an extremely talented mixer. 

But more importantly, I had way too much fun at 
this concert. The l ights were dazzling, I was moving 
around l ike an idiot and I was hooked. The bass hit 
hard, people were going nuts and it was exactly what 
you would expect. Mesmerizing seems to be the only 
word to describe my experience as I was constantly 
f inding myself lost in the sheer euphoria that was 
presented to me.

T h e  s o n g ’s  w a r b l i n g 
instrumentals paired with 
Sagar’s soft vocals serve as 
a foil to one another, but 
these elements are able 
to create contrast without 
tension. 

“

”
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The student crowd had the same 
energy as any other typical RL 
Grime show: plenty of sweaty 
bodies jumping, moshing, 
screaming and borderline 
violently losing their minds to 
all of the gnarly beats …

“

”
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Marisa Ratchford
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Thanks to my Pinterest-obsessed 
personality, I decided to get 
au-natural with my Easter egg dye. 
To the internet I went, unraveling 
the fascinating world of homemade 
dye. I was frankly overwhelmed with 
how many variations there were to 
making dye. How did people do this 
before those cheap Walmart kits were 
invented? 

I decided that, due to my skills as 
a novice egg-dyer, I wanted to give 
myself plenty of options so I could 
figure out which one worked best. 
My options were abundant regarding 
the materials I could use to create 
dye. I chose a few: orange Kool-Aid, 
avocado skins, red cabbage, spinach, 

blueberries and red onion skins. 
Each recipe required the eggs 

to be hardboiled beforehand. The 
ingredients should be placed in a 
pot with four cups of water and a 
tablespoon of white wine vinegar 
brought to a boil. CAUTION: If you 
choose to do multiple eggs like I did, 
each ingredient should be boiled in 
its own separate water. The cooking 
process is what activates the color, 
and placing them all in the same 
pot is like mixing your kindergarten 
paints together to get that weird 
brown color. 

Once the ingredients have come 
to a boil, reduce the heat to a simmer 
for approximately 15 minutes. Then, 
remove from heat, strain the now 
dyed liquid into a bowl and toss the 
boiled veggies or fruit and let cool. 

Once the mixture is cool, add an 
additional tablespoon of vinegar and 
then soak the eggs in the dye until 
they are at the desired color. For most 
of these mixtures, I had to leave the 
eggs in overnight to get the color rich 
enough. 

So how did each option turn out 
and what colors did they produce? I 
started with the Kool-Aid because it 
was the most similar to the artificial 
dye of my childhood. After soaking 
for about two hours, the eggs had 
a cool marbled orange color that 
developed yellow and pink splotches 
as time went on. The Kool-Aid created 
these strange crystalline patterns 
most likely because the sugar was 
revolting against being boiled with 
vinegar; nonetheless, the result was a 
cool, zesty mixture. 

Next, I tried the avocado skins 
because, apparently, the skins were 
supposed to dye my eggs a light pink 
color, which I was highly skeptical of. 
I attempted to create this mystical 
color, but all my efforts produced 
nothing but a cloudy green water and 
wilted avocado skins. At least I got 
guacamole. 

Due to the horrible outcome of 
this attempt, I was starting to get 
disheartened. Next up was the onion 
skins, and boy did that one turn my 
mood around! As soon as the onion 
skins touched the water they began 

to ooze color. The eggs turned a solid 
and successful brick red. They looked 
like the freshest organic brown eggs. 

The red cabbage was next, and 
it was a surprise to say the least. 
The cabbage turned the water a deep 
purple color that I eagerly dipped the 
eggs in, but the color took forever 
to set. It wasn’t until next morning 
that the color was a deep, robin’s egg 
blue that was the ultimate springtime 
color. 

The blueberries were the finale 
but, unfortunately, were not as 
spectacular as they could have been. 
If I had splurged and bought more 
berries, I’m sure the color would have 
been more vibrant. My cheap ass only 
used half a bag of frozen berries, 
because those are not cheap! The color 
was a very pale lavender that took all 
night to set and had strange marks of 
darker and lighter spots that gave it a 
cool marbled appearance. 

Of course, now you’re thinking, 
“what do I do with all these eggs?” 
especially if you don’t have a small 
child to hide them for. But after you’ve 
Insta-ed the final product, you can 
use the eggs to make deviled eggs! 
Simply cut them in half, de-yolk the 
halves and place them in a bowl. Mix 
with mustard, mayo, salt, pepper and 
paprika, then refill the egg white 
halves and sprinkle extra paprika over 
the tops. 

Thursday, April 13, 2017 Daily Nexus10 On The Menu

Natasha Tandler
Staff Writer

Tired of the same old ordinary pancake made from a commercial 
instant mix?  Well, with spring officially here, it’s definitely time 
for something new and fresh.  This blueberry-lemon ricotta oatmeal 
pancake will certainly impress your taste buds and your friends.  
Packed with bright and sunny ingredients such as lemon and two types 
of tasty Italian cheeses, this pancake will actually have you getting 
up even earlier for breakfast.  Be ready to welcome spring with this 
refreshing recipe for pancakes!      

Original recipe created by Sandy and Natasha Tandler. 

Dry Ingredients 
•	 1 cup whole wheat flour
•	 ½ tbsp. baking powder
•	 ½ tbsp. baking soda
•	 ¼ tsp. of salt
•	 1 tsp. cinnamon 
•	 ¼ cup brown sugar
•	 ½ cup instant oats
•	 1 pint of blueberries 

Wet Ingredients
•	 1 tsp. vanilla extract
•	 2 eggs
•	 6 tbsp. lemon curd 
•	 ¾ cup ricotta cheese 
•	 ¼ cup mascarpone cheese
•	 1 lemon juiced and zested
•	 ⅔ cup buttermilk
•	 1 tsp. sparkling water 

Directions
1. In one bowl, add and mix together whole wheat flour, baking 

powder, baking soda, salt, cinnamon and brown sugar.  
2. In a separate bowl, combine vanilla extract, eggs, lemon curd, ricotta 

and mascarpone cheeses, the lemon juice and zest, buttermilk and 
sparkling water. Stir together.  (Note: the lemon curd and cheeses 
are best at room temperature.) 

3. Pour the ingredients from the second bowl into the first bowl, and 
combine all of the ingredients together.

4. Add in the instant oats and mix again. Don’t over-stir.
5. Grease a hot griddle with butter or canola oil spray.  
6. Pour approximately a quarter cup of the batter mix onto the griddle 

for each pancake. Add 3 to 5 blueberries to each pancake. 
7. Flip the pancake when the bottom is golden brown.  
8. Let the other side of the pancake cook. Top with fresh berries.  
9. Optionally, combine 4 teaspoons of heated pure maple syrup and 2 

tablespoons of heated lemon curd together as homemade syrup to 
put on top of the pancakes. Bon appetite!   

Springtime 
Berry Pancakes

Collin McLeod 
Asst. On The Menu Editor

Before transferring to UCSB last year, one of my biggest dreads was Deltopia. 
I had heard about the riots, the property damage and the inebriation of an entire 
square mile of people. My first year, I spent the day participating in what I thought 
was a dizzy day, but this year I spent the day convincing families that Deltopia isn’t 
the norm as a tour guide. 

Naturally, I went home tired and spent the weekend tired as such. However, I 
didn’t let working all weekend impact my fun. Instead of going out, I decided to 
really go out — downtown, that is — to Santa Barbara’s newest eatery that has 
UCSB students going justifiably loco: Tangonadas. I had heard numerous accounts 
of the delicious eatery from friends and enemies alike, so I knew I had to try it. 
Little did I know I was in for quite a treat.

A friend and I made our way downtown to run a few errands and finished our 
day at the newly established empanada shop. We entered the restaurant and were 
automatically assaulted by bright colors and loud music. Don’t get me wrong, 
this was an enjoyable assault — not to make light of physical violence. It felt like 
the Funk Zone had made its way to State Street with funky colors and a unique 
shopping experience. 

From behind the counter, made of a refurbished car hood, our server, Ricardo, 
greeted us. This guy was incredibly friendly and made sure to memorize our names. 
We awkwardly stood there, searching for a menu, when Ricardo mentioned some 
deals they had going on. 

For less than $10, you can get three empanadas (reasonably sized and individually 
filled with spinach, beef and chicken), a drink and a delicious side of chimichurri. 

Within 10 minutes, Ricardo brought us our food. I picked up my first empanada 
and immediately threw it back onto my plate. This stuff was hot! I split it in half 
to let the pocket air out and within a few minutes dove into my empanada.  The 
spinach was creamy and the beef was spiced to perfection. The chimichurri sauce 
was garlicky and incredibly fresh, a perfect complement to the f laky crust of the 
empanadas. 

The only empanada I would not recommend is the chicken, as it is well-seasoned 
but a little bit dry for my taste. Nonetheless, I finished my empanadas within a few 
minutes and lived for every second of it. Belly full and cravings satisfied, my friend 
and I took a gander around the funky store to see what it had to offer. The walls 
were lined with different types of clothing, waterfalls and funky art pieces that I 

could have sworn existed only in the Funk Zone. While the food was delicious, the 
inside of the restaurant was a little bit overwhelming, but it was enjoyable to look 
at in little bits. 

Would I return to Tangonadas for every empanada inquiry that I have? Probably 
not, since I can make my own, but it really is nice to see that the restaurants of 
State Street are diversifying beyond the standard taco shop or dive bar.  I definitely 
intend to return if I am ever craving these delicious pockets of goodness every once 
in a while, especially at about $3 an empanada, something Ricardo mentioned is 
unheard of in Santa Barbara. I’d highly recommend checking out this new eatery 
yourself if you get the chance! 

A LottA DeLiciouS emPAnADAS
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A Basket of Eggs to Dye For 
Natural Home Recipes for Creating Easter Eggs
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Droughts in East Africa Predicted by Dataset

Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

East Africa is a drought-prone, food-and water-insecure re-
gion with a highly variable climate. Due to these condi-
tions, estimating rainfall can be challenging. 

However, by using finely tuned climate-tracking 
tools, scientists from the UC Santa Barbara/U.S. Geo-
logical Survey Climate Hazards Group (CHG) were 
able to predict Somalia’s current drought and the poor 
harvest season that took place in Somalia in 2011 and 
Ethiopia in 2015. Recent climate conditions in Ethio-
pia have been compared to the conditions that led to 
the famine the country suffered from 1983 to 1985. 

Additionally, the UCSB CHG, along with Florida 
State University, have combined their station archives 
and expertise to produce a high-quality gridded “Cen-
tennial Trends” precipitation dataset.

Other observations have been acquired from the 
national meteorological agencies and augmented with 
data provided by other universities. The name “Centen-
nial Trend” does not measure centennial linear trends 
in African rainfall, but it is a dataset of the analysis of 
seasonal and decadal trends within a centennial con-
text.

Following the 2011 famine in Somalia, the CHG, 
which is part of the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWS NET), has focused on refining meth-

ods for predicting and monitoring droughts. Improv-
ing these methods would help international agencies 
to predict potential food deficits and mount response 
efforts faster than before.

“Using a combination of remote sensing data and 
ground observations as inputs, we’ve developed rain-
fall estimates and models that reliably predict crop 
performance in parts of the world vulnerable to crop 
failure due to drought,” CHG research director and 
USGS Earth Resources Observation and Science (EROS) 
Center scientist and an affiliated research professor in 
UCSB’s Department of Geography Chris Funk said. 

The CHG dataset has been developed to support 
humanitarian relief agencies, East African climate ad-
aptation efforts and the climate science community’s 
need for up-to-date rainfall estimates.

“As part of FEWS NET, CHG decision-support prod-
ucts help policymakers within governments and at 
nongovernmental organizations make critical resource 
allocation decisions in a timely manner. Drought is 
a slow-onset disaster, so new satellite and computer 
monitoring tools can help us promote early life-saving 
responses,” Funk said. 

The 2011 drought resulted in 258,000 deaths and 
widespread food insecurity.

Funk noted that conditions seen in East Africa were 
similar to conditions in 2010 and 2011. The difference 
between these two dry events was that the 2010-11 
year had a poor rainy season in the fall followed by a 

poor rainy season in the spring. However, the severity 
of the most recent drought, which has been compared 
to the drought from 1984, has resulted in less deaths. 

“In a lot of ways, our global community is work-
ing pretty effectively to look out for each other, and 
I think that’s what we’re seeing now,” Funk said. “Our 
response in 2017 has improved not only because of 
better climate science, but also because we have much 
better contact and collaboration with our African and 
European counterparts.”

As of now, the United Nations estimates that it needs 
$825 million in aid to help 5.5 million people in East 
Africa. Donors have contributed $500 million so far. 

“We hope that the humanitarian response to Soma-
lia’s severe drought will be adequate,” Funk said. “All of 
our information products suggest the current situation 
is similar to 2010-11, and we think that there is an 
above-normal chance that a third drought might come 
in April and May 2017. Collectively, we have a good op-
portunity to act now to avoid much human suffering.”

Other CHG members include Greg Husak, Shrad-
dhanand Shukla, Gideon Galu, Diriba Korecha, Frank 
Davenport, Laura Harrison, Pete Peterson, Chris Shi-
tote, Seth Peterson, Martin Landsfeld and Catherine 
Pomposi. CHG FEWS NET activities are funded by the 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) under the 
leadership of James Verdin and James Rowland. All of 
these team members have contributed to the CHG’s re-
cent monitoring and prediction activities. 

In the map above, the shaded regions of the map represent countries with different levels of food insecurity. In the Horn 
of Africa, where Somalia and Ethiopia are located, their shades represent emergency to famine levels of insecurity.

Courtesy of fews.net

The world map above shows which organizations are involved with the Climate Hazards Group (CHG) and where they are 
located. Some of the organizations involved include NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmosphere Administration and NASA.

Courtesy of chg.ucsb.edu

Stephanie Pernett
Science Editor

As concern regarding climate change continues to rise, it seems that it could 
take drastic scientific measures to reduce the list of problems humans have caused. 

However, a new study led by UC Santa Barbara analyzed the potential effects of 
healthier model diets for residents of the United States. They found that a health-
ier diet could reduce greenhouse gas emissions from both the food and healthcare 
systems. 

The researchers found that the adoption of healthier diets reduced the relative 
risk of coronary heart disease, colorectal cancer and type 2 diabetes by 20 to 45 
percent, U.S. healthcare costs by $77 to $93 billion per year and direct greenhouse 
gas emissions by 222 to 826 kilograms of carbon dioxide per capita per year. 

It is a relatively new area of study, as noted by David Cleveland, the study’s di-
rector and research professor in UCSB’s Environmental Studies and Geography 
Departments.

“There’s been a lot of research on the relationship of our diet to health. We have 
a pandemic of noncommunicable diseases due to our crappy food system, so those 
two have been done,” Cleveland said. “People have even looked at what’s the effect 
of diet, climate and health at the same time, but what people haven’t looked at is 
what’s the effect of diet on climate via the healthcare system, so that’s the compo-
nent that was unique to our study.”

The average food intake by America’s population has become less healthy in 
recent decades and, in combination with an increasingly sedentary lifestyle, has 
resulted in an epidemic of chronic diseases.

About half of all U.S. adults have one or more chronic diseases, and about two-
thirds are overweight or obese. Noncommunicable diseases are important contrib-
utors to increasing U.S. healthcare costs, which were almost $3 trillion per year in 
2014, 18 percent of the total U.S. gross domestic product. 

“It’s pretty much widely agreed that our food system contributes a large amount, 
up to a third of all greenhouse gas emissions, and most of that is due to the rumi-
nant animal foods,” Cleveland said. 

In the standard American diet, around 92 grams of red and processed meat and 335 
grams of fruits and vegetables are consumed per person per day. Researchers created 
three dietary scenarios in which there was a reduction of meat and an increase of fruits 
and vegetables consumed. 

The first scenario had the most meat, with 52 grams per person per day, while in the 
third diet no meat was consumed. Additionally, the first diet had the lowest amount 
of fruits and vegetables eaten, with 672 grams per person per day, while the third diet 
consumed the most, 741 grams. 

“We created these healthier diets based on dietary recommendations and the foods 
for which there are very strong evidence for their effect on health, and so if we change 
these foods and have the three diets, how much will this actually affect health? What 
will happen to the relative risk of the three diseases we identified colorectal cancer, 
type 2 diabetes and coronary heart disease?” Cleveland said. “We were able to look at 
the relative reduction of relative risk, and with that much relative reduction, we will as-
sume that there’s a proportional decrease in the healthcare expenses of those diseases.”

According to Cleveland, there is a database at Carnegie Mellon that lists the green-
house gas emissions associated with dollars spent on different parts of the economy.  

“We can look at, for example, diabetes has so much money spent on it every 
year on pharmaceuticals, so much hospital care and so on, and you can look at the 
database. For every dollar of hospital care there’s so much greenhouse gas emis-

sions,” Cleveland said.
Using that database, they were able to quantify the effect of a healthier diet on 

climate change not only through the food system, but also how that climate effect 
can be exhibited through the health care system. 

“We’re fortunate because it’s easy to create diets composed of foods that are both 
good for the climate, good for the environment and good for health. Wouldn’t it be ter-
rible if the foods that were really good for our health were also terrible for the environ-
ment and visa versa? But fortunately, that’s not the case,” Cleveland said. 

Cleveland believes this type of research combines interest from a personal level and 
a social level. 

“I think the nice thing about this is the link it creates, in terms of people’s change in 
diets and in terms of policy; it unites personal, immediate interest with people wanting 
to be healthy with the growing desire of people to contribute to solving these big social 
problems we have,” Cleveland said. “Climate change is one of them; social inequity, 
structural racism and all these things that people want to help solve at social level, and 
[this research] combines it. A change in diet can do both things at once, so that’s nice.”

A Better Diet Can Save Money and the Environment

”- CHRIS FUNK

We hope that the humanitarian 
response to Somalia’s severe 
drought will be adequate.“

GRACE CLARK / DAILY NEXUS 

We created these healthier diets based 
on dietary recommendations and the 
foods for which there are very strong 
evidence for their effect on health, 
and so if we change these foods and 
have the three diets, how much will 
this actually affect health?

“

”- DAVID CLEVELAND

David Cleveland along with his colleagues, UCSB environmental lecturer Quentin Gee, gradute student Elinor Haelström of Lund University and professor Peter 
Scarborough of Oxford University, found that implementing a dietary change, such as reducing red and processed meat intake, could benefit the climate.

SIERRA DEAK / DAILY NEXUS 

”
“ It’s pretty much widely agreed that our 

food system contributes a large amount, 
up to a third of all greenhouse gas 
emissions, and most of that is due to 
ruminant animal foods.

-DAVID CLEVELAND
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For the first time since Trump’s inauguration, Americans — 
including liberals —  have reason to be proud of the White House’s 
actions. Late Thursday night, the United States carried out an attack 
on a Syrian airbase that recently used chemical weapons on members 
of its own population. The U.S. Navy fired 59 missiles at the airbase, 
killing around 10 (though reports vary) and destroying aircraft and 
equipment. The attack was carried out at a time during which it was 
believed that casualties would be minimized and Russian troops (allied 
with Syria) stationed at the base were warned roughly an hour before 
the missiles hit, giving them time to evacuate. For many reasons, 
this is an encouraging sign (at least comparatively) for the possible 
direction of the Trump administration.

I want to start with the attack itself. For six years, the Syrian 
civil war has been the catalyst for ongoing atrocities committed 
by the Assad regime, but none so blatantly immoral — and illegal, 
according to international law — as its use of chemical weapons 
on its own civilians. Though President Obama was not in favor of 
military intervention in Syria during his second term (likely because 

he believed the Syrian government would be toppled regardless of U.S. 
participation), Russian intervention in favor of the Assad regime has 
prolonged the war and further complicated the situation.

As a result, the Trump administration had no choice but to take 
action after the most recent chemical attack. The missile strike was a 
clear and direct message that no matter how much longer the conflict 
continues, international war crimes will not be tolerated by the United 
States or its allies. Additionally, the attack serves as a warning to any 
other nations that the United States is not afraid to respond swiftly to 
issues of international law.

For those readers who tend to stand against foreign intervention 
or believe it is unproductive or counterproductive, let me make one 
thing perfectly clear: The reality of civil and religious warfare in the 
Middle East and the resulting breaches of the basic civil liberties of 
women, homosexuals and children (just to name the most regularly 
oppressed and helpless groups) will not be made to go away by simply 

pretending that they do not exist. Any person who believes in the civil 
rights of all people (which quite obviously include the right not to be 
killed with poison gas) should do well to understand the difference 
between a measured and entirely appropriate military strike like this 
one and the disastrously naïve and poorly thought-out strategy of 
the Bush administration during the second Iraq war. These are two 
entirely different cases of foreign intervention.

Though I don’t for a second believe the actions of the Trump 
administration were anything more than an attempt to gain 
diminishing public support (because let’s face it, pissing off Putin was 
the last thing Trump wanted to do), they are still actions to be proud 
of and actions the U.S. should take again if confronted with similar 
situations.

This leads to my second point: The shift within Trump’s own circle 
of advisors. Since Trump’s inauguration, members of his cabinet have 
been competing for influence. 

Though his inner circle is comprised of individuals who generally 
support the right, there is noticeable ideological variation, from 
Tea Party and alt-right to conservative and even moderate. This has 
created noticeable tension in the White House, tension showcased 
most recently when Jared Kushner, Trump’s son-in-law, senior 
advisor and former Democratic donor, clashed with Steve Bannon, 
Trump’s chief strategist, a former Breitbart executive and an alt-right 
conspiracy theorist.

The missile strike may represent a shift from Bannon’s agenda 
of isolationism, ultra-capitalism and white supremacy — an agenda 
generally in line with Trump’s campaign promises but which has 
given him extremely low percentages of public approval — to a more 
liberal agenda more in line with Kushner’s. Though only time will tell 
if this is in fact true, my use of the word “liberal” in this case is not an 
exaggeration for one simple reason: The missile strike was in line with 
true liberal values including the protection of civil liberties and the 
push for progressive policy even if foreign intervention is necessary. 

As hypocritical as it may seem for Trump to suddenly decide he 
is willing to protect Middle Eastern babies from attacks (which was 
his publicly stated reason for shifting viewpoints on Syria), we can 
only hope this is a turning point in Trump’s policies. Though alt-right, 
pseudo-journalists like Alex Jones have condemned the attack as anti-
conservative and internationalist, such decisions are likely to improve 
Trump’s approval rating among moderate crowds.

Lastly, though much damage has already been done to liberal 
values like equality and democracy with the appointment of cabinet 
members like education secretary Betsy DeVos (who in her Senate 
hearings displayed an almost unbelievable lack of knowledge about 
most things related to education) and Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 
we are stuck with Trump for three years and nine months, and we 
must push for progressivism. 

It is extremely likely that Trump’s shift toward moderation on 
the Syrian issue — which has garnered bipartisan support as well as 
support from international allies France, Spain, the U.K., Australia, 
Japan and Germany — was a direct result of the public’s disapproval 
of previous Bannon-esque policies, like the travel ban. The missile 
strike on Syria is an excellent reminder that activism and opposition 
to unjust policies can have a progressive effect on even the most 
extreme nationalist political agendas. 

Dylan Parisi thinks Americans can be proud of President Trump’s action. 

The Trump Administration
 Finally Got Something Right

While observing large groups of incoming freshmen gleefully 
exploring UCSB this past weekend, my mind was brought back to 
my own first visit to campus. It was a sunny April afternoon during 
my senior year of high school, and I was beyond excited to tour the 
campus I had heard so much about. My tour guide whisked us around 
the school with effervescent descriptions of dorm life, activities, 
delicious dining commons food and concerts. In fact, the moment I 
decided I could actually picture myself attending the school was when 
he showed us Storke Plaza and advertised that Childish Gambino and 
Drake had both performed there. My short visit to the campus I would 
later call home seemed to confirm all of the fantastic expectations I 
built in my head about college life. Like most young people with their 
sights set on a higher education, I fell head-first into the popular myth 
of the College Utopia. 

During their last few years of high school, college-bound teenagers 
are bombarded by the same enthusiastic fervor every time they 
discuss their future plans with a curious adult. Every reader who has 
or is currently attending a university knows what I’m talking about; 
middle-aged family friends are all seemingly united in the consensus 
that their years spent in college were the best ones of their life. They all 
seem to remember nothing but the best of times. Movies like “Animal 
House” sensationalize the college experience even further. In addition 
to hearing these enthusiastic narratives, incoming freshmen can scroll 
through their own Instagram feeds to view perfectly edited snapshots 
of older friends at parties, Greek life events, concerts and a plethora 
of other exciting possibilities college can offer. These rave reviews and 
glossy social media posts are the stories new students draw upon when 

they form their expectations of what college will be like.
The stories that don’t get told, however, are the day-to-day realities 

of college life that aren’t worth sharing at a dinner party or uploading 
to Instagram. No one wants to tell an excited teenager there will be 
nights when they are sitting in the library with drooping eyelids and 
thoughts addled from exhaustion, on the brink of tears but unable to 
give up just yet because their term paper is due the next day. Adults are 
quick to tell the tale of the wildest house party they ever attended, but 
they won’t tell you about the nights they spent in their room crying 
and wishing they could be back home. Once they actually get to college 
and establish a routine, freshmen students may be shocked by the 
volume of mundane or frustrating experiences that come along with 
all the exciting adventures they envisioned. This can cause them to feel 
isolated, wondering why they have been unable to carve a place for 
themselves in the utopia college is meant to be.

As I’m sure many of you have already discovered, college is not a 
utopia. It’s a place and a set of experiences that exist in the real world, 
not the fantasy world adults and media have constructed. Being on a 
college campus does not immunize anyone from the stress, sadness, 
frustration or loneliness that are all facets of the human experience 
at some time or another. It is inevitable that hardships will come your 
way no matter what phase of life you are currently experiencing. It can 
be an exciting time to challenge yourself and experience new things, 
but sometimes college is simply not all it’s cracked up to be. And that’s 
okay.

The problem with the idealized portrait of college life in America 
is that it causes students whose college experiences don’t exactly 
mirror what they’ve seen in movies to believe the fault must lie within 
themselves. If they are not having the time of their lives and making 
new friends every day, they must be doing something wrong that 
needs to be fixed. Furthermore, they might be afraid to voice these 
concerns to their peers for fear they are the only one going through 
this dilemma. 

If my words so far have resonated with you, rest assured that you 
are not the only person who feels this way. In fact, I believe it is more 
common to experience a difficult transition into college life than a 
seamless one. It is equally common to feel frustrated or sad just as 
often as you feel satisfied or carefree. These troubles are not limited to 

new students, either; mounting responsibilities and academic pressure 
can lead to increased stress for students as they advance through their 
college career. Hardships are not an anomaly, but the norm. They 
are equally as common as the parties and fun events that appear to 
comprise the full sum of everyone else’s college experience.

Attending college and experiencing those wild, fun-filled four 
years has seemingly become an essential facet of the American 
experience (for those who can afford it, at least). In my opinion, college 
is the most overly glamorized period of life in our society today. I’m 
not saying college isn’t fun; in fact, I would probably agree with the 
statement that the years I’ve spent here have been a few of the best 
in my life. I am extremely privileged and grateful to be able to attend 
this university and experience all the benefits it has to offer. The fact 
remains, however, that the experience I was told to expect from my 
college years set me up for disappointment when I discovered all of the 
unsung responsibilities that college entails. Wouldn’t it be better to let 
high school students see a realistic portrayal of college life that doesn’t 
deceive them into thinking they are headed into a state of drunken, 
carefree bliss for the next four years? I know we want teenagers to be 
excited about all the good things ahead of them, but the inflation of 
these benefits and erasure of any hardships end up harming them in 
the long run. 

When my younger friends ask me about my college experience, 
I am always quick to describe the I.V. party scene, studying on 
the beach, the activities I’ve joined and the friends I’ve made. 
But I also make sure to tell them about the nights I spent alone 
in my freshman dorm room scrolling through Instagram, aching 
from the dual pains of FOMO and homesickness. I tell them 
about how many times I’ve gotten sick after finals week because 
my body couldn’t handle the stress and lack of sleep. I tell them 
the good most definitely outweighs the bad, but hard times are 
inevitably going to come their way. 

I don’t think this approach is negative or discouraging; in fact, 
letting them know that hard times are normal will be comforting 
later on down the line. I wish someone had done me the favor of 
informing me that college is not like the movies and that there is 
nothing wrong with that.

Laurel Rinehart wants everyone to get real about college. 

aries

 You’re allergic to flash tattoos, and 
you’re going to realize the severity of 
this allergy when you break out in hives 
and your EpiPen doesn’t work during 
Lady Gaga at Coachella this weekend. 

Do something nice for your friends 
on Friday or maybe call your parents. 
Anything spontaneous and beneficial to 
other people will make you feel better 
about the disastrous events to come.

Don’t slack off! It may only be week 
two, but you’ll quickly get behind and 
start losing your mind as per usual, so 
check yourself now for future benefit. 

Waking up on a center divider 
three days after blacking at Deltopia 
wasn’t the best start to your week, 
but it’ll get better, and on Thursday 
someone will buy you Freebs, maybe.

Tuesday life will provide you with 
laundry lists of to-dos, but if you 
get them done in time, the rest of 
your week will be smooth sailing.

 Congrats on surviving Deltopia! 
This upcoming week will be really 
rough on you as you try and recover; 
however, it’s just karma from stealing 
and selling Libra’s personal information.

Your hearty UCSB breakfast of 
Yerba Mates and cocaine will fail you 
come Friday. Instead, stick to toasted 
ciabatta bread and Peanut Butter 
M&Ms to get all the nutrients you need. 

 Staying in for Deltopia was probably 
the best decision for you, as this 
upcoming weekend you’ll be dealing 
with less stress. FYI, treat your Virgo 
friend to some free food Thursday 
to make their week a bit better.

This week is going to be full of stuff you 
need to get done, but it’ll be worth it in 
the end. You’re gonna be stressed outta 
your goddamn mind, so try and take a 
chill pill, and I don’t mean a Xanax, when 
you have a free moment and breathe. 

You and Virgo went so hard this 
weekend that you unfortunately have to 
buy another driver’s license and access 
card because they’re somewhere in 
Tijuana being used for illicit purposes.

 Oh, baby, is Coachella going 
to do you dirty. Just try to keep 
your overly expensive shirt on and 
don’t accept drugs from strangers. 

LeO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

aquarius
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

Pisces
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GeMiNi
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

 Prepare yourself for the worst. You’ll 
probably burn your mouth on coffee, trip 
on your untied shoelace, get “Closer” by 
the The Chainsmokers stuck in your head 
or accidentally, but also totally on purpose, 
hook up with your boss or something.

caNcer
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VirGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

Libra
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

scOrPiO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

saGiTTarius
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

caPricOrN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

Taurus
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

As hypocritical as it may 
seem for Trump to suddenly 
decide he is willing to 
protect Middle Eastern 
babies from attacks...we 
can only hope this is a 
turning point in Trump’s 
policies.                             ”

“

Cameron Schunk, who was among the group of organizers, told the 
Nexus in January they intended to separate the taxes on two ballots to 
improve the chances of both passing.

Some members of the IVRPD board at first resisted, telling the Yes 
on E&F organizers that the request lacked collaboration and was just 
plain disrespectful. The Nexus agrees.

Yes on E&F organizers say it was for the good of both the tax 
measures, and they say residents want to pay both of these taxes for 
the betterment of our community.

If both the measures are truly something the people of I.V. want, 

however, then why do these organizers need us to believe we are voting 
for fewer taxes on one ballot while putting more taxes on another 
ballot? Why do they need to pull the wool over our eyes?

The answer: This is a power grab. As a result, we have been waiting 
far too long to increase funding for the only local agency that can make 
a tangible change in our neglected college town.

We need not forget that the failure of Measure F took away the 
main source of funding for the long-promised I.V. Community Services 
District, making IVRPD the only funded government in I.V.

Last year, community volunteers put together a weekend 

conference called Beloved Community, where residents met together 
and set goals for the changes they would like to see in I.V. Many of the 
proposals were changes well within the power of IVRPD but not within 
its existing budget.

 IVRPD needs more funds to move forward with the change many 
hope to see in Isla Vista. Our parks are not in the best shape they can 
be, and this may very well be the fault of some political maneuvering 
in recent years.

The Nexus endorses Measure O in the hope of witnessing a change 
in I.V. that residents can actually see.

NATHAN CAMPOS / DAILY NEXUS 

SIERRA DEAK / DAILY NEXUS 

Dylan Parisi

Continued from p.1
EDITORIAL

The Problem With the Myth of  
College Utopia

In my opinion, college is 
the most overly glamorized 
period of life in our society 
today.                                ”

“
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