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Documents Show 6 Employees Violated Title IX Policy
Josh Ortiz
News Editor

Allison Garfield
Staff Writer

Stephany Rubio
Reporter 

Six UC Santa Barbara faculty and staff members 
violated sexual violence and harassment policy 
between January 2013 and April 2016, according 
to documents obtained by the Nexus on Wednesday.

UCSB and nine other UC campuses first released 
Title IX documents on Tuesday in response to a 
California Public Records Act request made by the 
Daily Californian over a year ago.

The documents identify approximately 124 Title 
IX violations across the UC system between Jan. 1, 
2013, and April 6, 2016. Four of six cases at UCSB 
were reported by students, and the remaining were 
reported by UC staff. 

The only full-time professor named in UCSB 
documents was Gurinder Singh Mann, a professor 
of global studies. 

The Title IX office received a complaint in May 
2013 from a female student alleging that Mann 
acted inappropriately with sexual conduct, both 
verbal and physical, during a research discussion 
meeting at Mann’s home.

Mann retired in 2015 but was a professor at the 
time of the investigation, which began in May 2013. 

According to the documents, the female com-
plainant said Mann asked her to sit on his bed with 
him and proceeded to lay beside her. While sitting 

on the bed, Mann allegedly touched her neck and 
chest around the area of her collarbone. 

She said he inserted his hand inside her shirt, 
touched her stomach and put his face near to hers. 
When she confronted him, he responded that “he’s 
not a dirty old man, that, for him, what he had done 
was just like petting his cat.” 

The student later wrote an email to Mann 
saying, “this really was extremely uncomfortable 
for me, I still have nightmares about it.” She also 
alleged that Mann, on several occasions, would rub 

her arm, shoulder and thigh. 
In the Title IX report, Mann denied all allega-

tions of harassment and said his primary aim was 
establishing a Santa Barbara school of Sikh studies, 
not “playing with young people in any way.” 

Following an investigation, the Title IX office 
concluded in August 2013 that all such claims 
“more likely than not did occur” and that Mann had 
violated the UC’s sexual harassment policy. 

The documents do not indicate actions taken by 
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Forty-eight students have been in search of 
housing due to the recent evacuation orders of two 
properties on Del Playa Drive.

Following a storm last week that quickened the 
erosion of Isla Vista’s bluffs, the county ordered 
three residents to evacuate their ocean side bed-
rooms on the upper and lower units of 6757 Del 
Playa Drive. All 20 residents of the building decided 
to leave in search of new housing.   

Olivia Haney, a third-year chemistry major who 
resided at 6757 Del Playa Drive, said students from 
the upstairs unit are moving into university hous-
ing at San Clemente Villages and Sierra Madre 
Villages. Other downstairs residents like herself 
have relocated to housing along Trigo Road, and the 
rest remain in the building until they can find a new 
place to live. 

“It’s sad we had to break up the house, because 
we all became very close, but I’m happy with the 
decision,” Haney said. “I wanted to be safe rather 
than sorry, so I’m happy I am still able to be with my 
friends even if it’s not in ’57.” 

A month before the order to vacate two ocean 
side bedrooms on 6757 Del Playa Drive, a cliffside 
balcony collapse on 6653 Del Playa Drive forced 28 
students to find new housing. 

Nina Karr, a third-year biology major, said ten-
ants from 6653 have moved to housing at Sueno 
Road, Trigo Road and downtown Santa Barbara. She 
currently resides on Sueno and said Del Playa was a 

good street to live on because it is well lit and filled 
with people. 

“The further you go away from DP, it gets a little 
sketchier, not that I feel unsafe, but I definitely felt a 
little safer on DP,” Karr said. “But Sueno is definitely 
nice; our apartment’s really nice. I would say the 

only problem is that it’s not in Goleta.” 
According to Debbie Fleming, the assistant vice 

chancellor for student affairs, there was a coor-
dinated effort between the Associated Students 
Pardall Center, Isla Vista Tenants Union (IVTU), 

Community Housing Office, Housing & Residential 
Services, A.S. Legal Services, the Dean of Students 
Office and property manager Wolfe & Associates to 
provide assistance to the displaced UCSB students 
of 6757 Del Playa Drive. Santa Barbara City College 
was also able to support its students. 

“Because we had the experience of going through 
this before, we were better prepared to quickly 
respond and organize a group meeting to offer 
assistance,” Fleming said, referring to the balcony 
collapse in January.

Following the balcony collapse, IVTU has been 
working with departments across the university and 
county to establish a protocol for a clear line of com-
munication between the students and these enti-
ties. According to Diana Puente, the A.S. Isla Vista 
community advisor, it can be challenging for the 
university to provide support for students because 
many of the properties in Isla Vista are private, so 
the flow of communication is not yet established. 

“We just kind of saw a really significant need,” 
Puente said. “So that would mean, once there is 
information that comes out about an event that has 
happened in Isla Vista, to be able to gather all the 
folks together to be able to determine what different 
services each group can provide.” 

IVTU chair Daniel Renteria added that part of 
the board’s decision was to collaborate with differ-
ent organizations and create a community fund for 
non-UCSB students in a housing crisis. 

“Because of our student fees, our money 
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The Isla Vista Community Services 
District was born this Wednesday after 
a decades-long movement for self-gover-
nance in Isla Vista.

Voters approved the formation of 
the CSD last November after approving 
Measure E by an 87.14 percent vote in 
favor. Measure F, which proposed to 
fund this district through a utility users 
tax (UUT), failed to pass, leaving I.V.’s 
new governing body without a source 
of revenue. 

The CSD’s elected officials must now 
find different ways to fund the district. 
Board members have suggested apply-
ing for grants and accepting donations 
as possible sources of revenue. There is 
also the possibility that the district will 
try again to pass a UUT in 2018.

“We could go back to the ballot in 
two years,” said Jay Freeman, who was 
elected to a four-year term to the dis-
trict in November. 

The university has pledged to con-
tribute $200,000 per year for the next 

seven years, but the district may only 
use the funds on services that the uni-
versity agrees are useful.

The CSD will encounter issues 
in starting up, including settling on 
a meeting time and place, as Brown 
Act restrictions keep members of the 
board from speaking to each other about 
any CSD business. The office of First 
District Supervisor Das Williams has 
been assisting board members to sched-
ule a meeting time.

The CSD’s first meeting is likely 
to be next Tuesday at 6 p.m. at the 
Community Conference Room at 970 
Embarcadero Del Mar.

Freeman spoke to the Nexus about 
the likelihood of next week’s meet-
ing, noting that previous gatherings to 
establish the CSD were held at a similar 
time.

“There’s been a standing assump-
tion for years that our Tuesday night at 
6 p.m. time slot that was used for the 
three set-up meetings would get used 
as the time for the District meeting if 
it ever got constructed,” Freeman said. 
“I am currently assuming that that will 
happen, because that‘s what most of the 
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A lot of people look for-
ward to living oceanside 
DP their senior year and 
having that balcony to en-
joy and even the safety 
that comes along with that. 
That was all taken away 
from us.

“

”- EMMA HOLTZAPPLE

Just a month after a balcony collapse at 6653 Del Playa forced 28 students to find new housing, three residents at 6757 Del Playa were told to 
evacuate following further cliff erosion caused by recent storms. All 20 residents at 6757 opted to move out and search for new homes.  
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ACROSS
1 One may be cut

before a fight
9 Cowboy Hall of

Famer
15 Examined
16 Lament
17 Woman on your

side, ideally
18 Summer top
19 Like Wile E.

Coyote
20 Spanish

greeting
22 It makes pie

crusts flakier
23 Salinger title girl
24 __ vu
25 Invite to call
26 Discount

shopper’s buy
30 “Cat __”: Jane

Fonda film
34 Hopper
35 Grand venue
37 “Chow time!”
38 More twinkly
40 Detaches, in a

way
41 Book also

known as
Canticles

43 Bach’s “Mass __
Minor”

44 Name
associated with
animal rescue

45 Speed
49 Troubling 

spots
51 Asian soldiers
52 Old Turkish title
53 Restrict
55 “Not likely”
57 Many
58 Spy’s aid
59 Locum __:

temporary
substitute

60 Fleet part

DOWN
1 “The Notebook”

heroine
2 Cocker spaniel

colors
3 Netizen’s need
4 Apple FaceTime

alternative

5 Scapula
neighbor, for
short

6 Bursar’s
address ending

7 German spa city
8 Capt. McNeil’s

favorite
underling

9 Muslim title
10 Billionaire

Rennert
11 Super-

successful
program, in
high-tech slang

12 They’re in feet
13 Allege as fact
14 Oddball of a sort
21 Asian teachers
24 Brad of

“Deadwood”
25 Red Ryders,

e.g.
26 “Can do”
27 “Desist!”
28 One preceder
29 Family heads
30 Head
31 Toni Braxton, for

one
32 Coercing

33 Opera glasses
on a handle

36 Having no gray
area

39 Green players
42 Where to find

EBAY
45 Zealous
46 Oxeye relative
47 Sacramento

Valley’s “City of
Roses”

48 Off one’s plate
49 “The Man Who

Mistook His Wife
for __”: Oliver
Sacks book

50 Fictional king
51 Fight controllers
52 Insect stage
54 __ Television
56 Okla. campus

with a Prayer
Tower

By Julian Lim
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ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Saturday, April 28, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman was recently denied a deny-ing. 

An old hookup was in town, and ze wanted to deny 
said hookup the ’human’s sweet, sweet gift as this 
aforementioned hookup gave hir mono last year. Hookup 
never called.

 
Tomorrow’s Forecast: Hook up? Who needs it?!?1?!!! More 
like glo-up amirite??? Hahahahha...ha...ah...ha....oh. :/
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CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent

SECURE YOUR HOUSING NOW! 
BIG or small    Meridian Group has it all!!!
Great Units Still Available!
1 BEDROOMS
6510 Sabado Tarde- 1BR, $1,700-$1,750/mo ,  
6565 Segovia Rd - 1BR, $1,500/mo
6567 Sabado Tarde - 1BR, $1,650/mo
6582 Sabado Tarde - 1BR, $1,480-$1,560/mo
6581 Trigo Rd - 1BR, $1,450/mo
6595 Cordoba Rd - 1BR, $1,500/mo
6594 Segovia Rd - 1BR, $1,370 - $1,390/mo
6599 Sabado Tarde - 1BR, $1,500/mo
6631 Picasso Rd - 1BR, $1,450-$1,475/mo

6632 Abrego Rd (Mono Kai 
Apts)  
1BR, $1,425/mo
6548 Cordoba Rd (Monte 
Cristo Apts) 
1BR, $1,480-$1,520/mo 
6656 Picasso Rd - 1BR, 
$1,800/mo 
6661, 6671, 6681 Berkshire 
Terrace 
(Berkshire Terrace Apts) - 1BR 
,$1,375/mo
760 Embarcadero Del Norte - 
1BR, $2,000/mo, (3 people ok 
for extra $150/mo)
825 Embarcadero Del Norte - 
1BR $1,325/mo, 
910 Camino Pescadero (Sky 
View Apts)
 1BR $1,625 ,- $1,750/mo (3 

people allowed)
2 BEDROOMS
6510 Sabado Tarde- 2BR, 
$3,200/mo
6522 El Greco Rd -  2BR, 
$2,800/mo
6548 Cordoba Rd 2BR, $2,400/
mo
6549 Pardall Rd - 2BR, $2,700/
mo
6586 Madrid Rd - 2BR, $2,800 
- $2,900/mo
6599 Madrid Rd - 2BR $3,300/
mo
6643 Abrego Rd - (French 
Quarter Apts) 
 2BR, $2,695 -$2,850/mo
6656 Picasso Rd -2BR, $3,150-
$3,200/mo
6659 Abrego Rd - 2BR $3,200/

mo
6675 Sabado Tarde - 
2BR+Den/1BA- $3,400mo (5 
person max)
760 Embarcadero Del Norte 
2BR, $3,200-$3,250/mo 
(5 people ok for extra $150/
mo)
825 Embarcadero Del Norte - 
2BR, $2,450/mo
897 Camino Del Sur - 2BR, 
$3,400/mo
LARGE HOUSE 6730 Sabado 
Tarde - 5BR/3BA, $7,850/mo 
(10 per max)
For more information or to 
apply please visit our website 
at www.merdiangrouprem.com 
or call (805) 692-2500
Meridian Group
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Vista Point: The 
Goings-On in I.V.

Staff Report

Improvability will ditch the improv this Friday and perform scripted sketches in 
Embarcadero Hall during their 8 p.m. show. Tickets to the 8 p.m. show are $3. They 
will resume performing improv during their late night show at 10 p.m. Tickets to the 
late show are discounted to $2. Those who attend the earlier show may stay for the 
late show free of charge. 

SAVAGE AND FERAL
Isla Vista rock artists The Real Savage Henry and Feral Vida will be performing at 9 
p.m. Friday at 6692 Trigo Road.

TO SPEAK FOR THE TREES
Your Children’s Trees will be maintaining a coastal oak forest by mulching seedlings 
at Coal Oil Point Reserve from 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday. Organizers advise that 
interested volunteers bring water and wear closed-toe shoes and long pants. Biking 
to the reserve is also recommended.

GIMME PIZZA
The Data Science Club will be hosting a fundraiser at Woodstock’s from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. on Saturday. Up to 25 percent of proceeds will be donated. Make sure to men-
tion the Data Science Club at the register. The club will be meeting there at 7:30 p.m. 

PSYCHEDELIC GLITTER PARTY
Glitter Fish and Fins Mellow Company is hosting a house party from 8:30 p.m. to 
11:59 p.m. on Saturday at 6610 Del Playa. Admission is free, and the psychedelic rock 
group asks that guests be nice to the house.

FOOD TOUR
UC Santa Barbara A.S. Bike Committee will be leading a bike tour Sunday to the I.V. 
Food Co-op, Goleta Farmers Market and the Indochina Market. The event goes from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and the first 20 people to arrive will receive a stipend at each 
location. Organizers urge students to bring a backpack for groceries.

VEGAN
A local group called Food Not Bombs will serve free vegan food at 5 p.m. on Sunday in 
Little Acorn Park (next to Bagel Café). Those interested in cooking can email organiz-
ers at foodnotbombsislavista@gmail.com. This dinner is regularly held every Sunday.

QUESADILLA BAR
Santa Barbara Hillel will be hosting a study space from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday. 
There will be a free quesadilla bar. Santa Barbara Hillel is located on 781 Embarcadero 
del Mar.

SING
There are free film screenings of “Sing!” from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Tuesday in I.V. 
Theater. “Sing!” Is about a koala trying to save his theater by producing a singing 
competition. Students must show ACCESS cards to enter. 

FREE FOOD 
As part of its Gaucho Food Program, IVTU and the I.V. Food Co-op will be tabling 
outside the Pardall Center on Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to give away free food 
to UCSB students. This food giveaway is regularly held every Wednesday.

CHEAP EATS
The I.V. Food Co-op will be hosting a workshop Wednesday to teach students how 
to shop on $50 a week, which is the CalFresh food allowance. Chef Mickael Blancho 
from Ucen Dining will be demonstrating two budget-friendly recipes, and they will be 
raffling off a copy of Good and Cheap: Eat Well on $4/Day by Leanne Brown. The event 
will run from 4p.m. to 5 p.m.

UCSB Loses ‘Goofy, Caring’ Student
Maura Fox
University News Editor

A UC Santa Barbara global studies major died in 
his sleep on Feb. 15 in his Santa Barbara home. 

Anthony “Tony” JiaQian Tsang was born in 
Vancouver, Canada, on May 25, 1993. He went to 
elementary and middle school in Hong Kong before 
moving to Dallas with his family, where he enrolled 
in Flower Mound High School.

Tiana Tsang, Anthony Tsang’s younger sister, 
said her brother did not care what others thought of 
him and “was his own person” who was willing to be 
friends with anyone. 

Tiana Tsang said she never realized how gener-
ous her brother was while growing up, but as she 
reminisced, she realized how much he gave to her. 
She said Anthony Tsang saved up his allowance to 
buy her a stuffed animal panda that she wanted for 
her sixth birthday.

“He remembered that I wanted it, and he went 
back to buy it for me,” she said. “So it’s just like little 
things that I didn’t really think about at the time 
but now when I go back, it just really matters to me.”

Tiana Tsang also said her brother was incredibly 
selfless and always looking out for others. 

“After he passed away, a bunch of his friends 
came out with stories about him and a lot of things 
he did, I never knew about, and a lot of us never knew 
about, that showed how selfless he was,” she said.

Michelle Lew, Tony’s fiancée, said they did every-
thing together. 

“He was my best friend, the one I shared every-
thing with,” Lew said. “Since the day we met, for 
two years, we only spent maybe a total of five nights 
apart.”

Lew said Anthony could brighten anyone’s day 
and was able to connect with those around him 
through his diverse interests and cheerful personal-
ity.  

“He was really, for lack of a better word, goofy. 
He was always messing around, always the silly one, 
trying to make people laugh,” Lew said. 

Lew and Anthony Tsang lived in Santa Barbara 
together after meeting on Tinder in San Jose two 
years ago. They owned two Jack-Russell-Chihuahua 
mixes and enjoyed going to Arroyo Burro Beach 
together with their dogs.

“The big thing that stuck out was how we met, 
because we actually met on Tinder. So that was a 
one-in-a-million thing,” Lew said. “The first thing 
that he messaged me was a pick up line, which was: 
‘I’m looking for my next wife on Tinder.’”

Lew said a year after they met, they were engaged 
and planned to marry after they finished college. 

“Everything just fit together by random chance,” 
Lew said. 

In high school, Anthony Tsang was on the cross 
country team with his friend, Jonathan Wyatt. The 
two were friends all throughout high school.  

Wyatt described Anthony Tsang as “curious and 
mischievous ... but also extremely charismatic and 
caring for other people.”

“It was quite an interesting combination … but it 
honestly made him a really fun person, and I enjoyed 
spending a lot of time with him,” Wyatt said. 

Wyatt said Anthony Tsang was always getting 
into trouble in high school and said once he and 
Anthony Tsang attempted to steal an old computer 
out of a shed on the high school campus. 

Wyatt said even though the scheme was his idea, 
Anthony Tsang took most of the blame after they 
were caught.    

“It was the most ridiculous thing ever, so funny,” 
Wyatt said. “And Tony was like, man, this always 
happens to me.” It was great, and honestly I’d give 
anything just to relive those days again.”

Wyatt said Anthony Tsang’s other friends would 
describe him as “someone you could count on, no 
matter what it was.”

“I think the fact that we could always count on 
him really was like one of the bigger takeaways from 
his personality because no matter what situation 
you were in ... he wasn’t really one to judge people,” 
Wyatt said. 

Wyatt also said he admired Anthony Tsang’s 
adventurous personality, which made a “huge 

impact” on his own high school experience.  
“He never really had a stop button. It was always 

go go go,” Wyatt said. “It was very different from how 
most people live their life, I feel.”
    Tiana Tsang said her brother wanted to be a U.S. 
ambassador to Mexico because he “really loved it.” 
He traveled to Mexico on vacation multiple times 
with Lew, and Anthony Tsang said he loved how 
“nice” and “chill” everyone was there.

According to Lew, Anthony Tsang was a “big beer 
enthusiast,” which she said might have contributed 
to his love of Mexico.

“He liked ... just how everyone is so easygoing,” 
Lew said. “He liked just sitting on the beach and 
going in the ocean. He liked how friendly everyone 
was, just something about Mexico’s culture … he was 
comfortable there.”

Lew and her fiancé traveled to Canada, Las Vegas 
and Mexico together. They planned to visit Hawaii 
and backpack through Europe. 

Anthony Tsang enjoyed listening to EDM, coun-
try and indie rock music and was a Dallas basketball 
and football fan. He liked to draw and snowboard 
and loved cars, especially Porsches.

“A couple weeks ago, we went to Porsche, and he 
was super excited because he got to test drive one,” 
Lew said. “We went back two days later for me to test 
drive cars, but then he test drove it again.”

Tiana Tsang said her brother was always willing 
to try new things and lived a carefree life.

“He always wanted to experience life as much 
as possible, and I know it sounds really cheesy, but 
that’s honestly just the kind of person he was,” Tiana 
Tsang said. “And one thing that I really say is that, 
like, he really lived more life in his 23 years than 
some people do in their whole entire lives.”  

Anthony Tsang, described as mischievous yet lighthearted and giving by his loved ones, was the 
source of many hilarious stories and was known for his carefree, easygoing personality.

Courtesy of Michelle Lew

And one thing I really 
say is that, like, he 
really lived more life in 
his 23 years than some 
people do in their whole 
entire lives.

“

”- TIANA TSANG

Continued from p.1
TITLE IX

the university, and Mann has since been a guest lecturer at UCSB after his 
retirement. 

The Title IX office received a report in May 2014 claiming that former 
music department lecturer Paul Sahuc allegedly sexually harassed a former 
music department graduate student. 

The female subject claimed that Sahuc had said on multiple occasions, 
“Are you on your period?” during lessons. She also stated that he repeat-
edly walked into the women’s dressing room unannounced while people were 
changing.

According to the documents, several other witnesses offered information 
illustrating patterns of sexualized comments from Sahuc. 

Following an investigation, the UCSB Title IX office concluded that the 
alleged conduct “more likely than not did occur,” and that both allegations 
violated sexual harassment policy. 

As a result, the music department declined to renew Sahuc’s employment 
contract, effectively terminating his university employment. 

The Title IX office also received a report in April 2013 alleging that 
Facilities Management laborer Cresenciano Marin sexually harassed a senior 
custodian.

The female subject had previously complained to her supervisors about 
Marin’s conduct, but she received no resolution. A formal investigation began 
in April 2013.

As detailed in the documents, the complainant said while riding in an 
elevator together during their shift, Marin came up behind her as she bent 
down and put his hand on her back without her consent and made gestures 
“as to mock a sexual position.” After she told him he was being inappropriate, 
he responded that he would find her later and “violate/rape” her.

The complainant said Marin told her on several other occasions that she 
should “suck his dick,” asked her the color of her underwear and asked if the 

TITLE IX p.4
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SB Appoints Geis to CSD
Josh Ortiz
News Editor

The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors selected 
Tuesday its representative to sit on the Isla Vista Community 
Services District Board of Directors. 

Bob Geis, the former county auditor-controller, will 
serve as the county appointee on the CSD board for the next 
two years. Geis was the only applicant for the position.

“I’ll be honest; I miss being the auditor-controller,” Geis 
told the Nexus after his appointment Tuesday. “I look at this 
as kind of fun.”

Approved through Measure E in November, the CSD is a 
special district that can institute community policing, man-
age the community center and mediate between tenants and 
landlords, among other services.

I.V. residents in November elected five other direc-
tors to serve on the CSD board: Ethan Bertrand, Spencer 
Brandt, Natalie Jordan, Jay Freeman and Father Jon-
Stephen Hedges.

According to George Thurlow, the I.V. community liaison 
for UCSB, the university has not yet selected its CSD board 
representative.

Geis worked for the county for 11 years before being 
elected as the auditor-controller in 1990. He retired in 
March and has since been consulting for local special dis-
tricts. Geis ran for a seat on the Goleta Water District in 
November but did not win.

The Isla Vista Recreation & Park District (IVRPD) and 
the I.V. Redevelopment Agency both operate their finances 
within the county’s financial system. For this reason, Geis 
said he has approximately 35 years of experience with 
finance in Isla Vista.

The office of First District County Supervisor Das 
Williams first asked Geis to apply for a position as CSD 
general manager. When Geis refused, the office of Third 
District County Supervisor Joan Hartmann encouraged 
him to apply for the CSD board seat.

With one day until the official formation of the CSD, 
Williams said the district is off to a good start because of 
Geis’s appointment.

“He’s someone that would cost a few hundred thousand 
dollars a year if someone were to hire him because of his 
level of expertise, but he’s willing to donate his time,” 
Williams said. “We have a high degree of expertise to start 
with for a low degree of money.”

According to Geis, the most pressing issue in I.V. is public 
safety. As a CSD board member, Geis said the CSD needs to 
“keep doing what the community is doing.”

“I like what they’re doing, getting people to work togeth-
er,” he said. “I think everybody has come to making public 
safety really important. The community is listening and 
hearing and working together to make that happen.”

Geis was not the first choice for the county appointee. 
According to Darcel Elliott, one of the authors of Assembly 
Bill 3 (AB 3), the bill originally intended for the Third 
District County Supervisor to serve on the CSD board.

County Counsel Mike Ghizzoni notified the Board of 
Supervisors in January, however, that it could be illegal for 
the Third District County Supervisor to serve in another 
office. According to California Government Code, an elected 
official cannot serve in an “incompatible” office.

“It’s not straight out illegal, but it’s illegal to hold two 
public offices at once,” Elliott told the  Nexus  in January. 
The Board of Supervisors resolved soon after to legislatively 
fix AB 3.

After receiving revised language from Williams’s office, 
Assemblymember Monique Limón introduced Assembly Bill 
722 (AB 722) to the state legislature on Feb. 15. The bill 
proposes to add a clause to AB 3 declaring that the Santa 
Barbara County Supervisor is a legally compatible represen-
tative on the CSD board.

Limón said she believes AB 722 could pass the legisla-
ture by summer, but it could take longer “if it has obstacles 
anywhere along the pathway.” She said the amendment is 
necessary to strengthen the relationship between Isla Vista 
and the county.

“I think that if the adjustment is not made, then the 
County of Santa Barbara would not have the same level of 
involvement in the discussion that I think was really what 
drove the interest to build the Community Services District 
in Isla Vista,” she said.

The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors selected Bob Geis, the former county auditor-controller,
to serve as the county appointee on the Isla Vista Community Services District (CSD) Board of Directors.

JOSE OCHOA / DAILY NEXUS 
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TITLE IX
color of her pubic hair was the same color as the hair on 
her head.

The investigation also found that on an unknown 
date, coworkers found pornographic videos and newspa-
per clippings of the Nexus’ “Wednesday Hump” as well as 
“December 2006 Playboy Magazine Digital Edition” in 
his cleaning closet. 

Marin denied all such claims, but the Title IX office 
substantiated all 11 sexual harassment claims against 
him. The university terminated his employment in July 

2013 following the findings of the investigation.
The Title IX office received a report in April 2015 

that a UCPD supervisor allegedly sexually harassed his 
female employee during an after-hours celebration at 
American Ale in downtown Santa Barbara.

According to the report, the male subject went to 
hug his employee and “grabbed her breast,” to which she 
“stood stupefied” and didn’t say anything. She went to 
push him away, but he “grabbed her face and stuck his 
tongue down her throat.” When she turned back around, 
he tried to hug her and “bit her neck, leaving a mark.” 

The documents report that, when the female returned 
to the outdoor seating area, she informed the group that 
she was attacked. A witness reported to the Title IX 
office that the same male had “pinched his/her buttocks 
earlier that night.” 

The male subject claimed he “blacked out” the night 
of the incident and could not respond to the allegations 
because he could not remember.

At the time of the allegation, he was working half-
time in his department, and he became a full-time 
employee in July 2015.

As a result of the investigation, UCSB required the 
male subject to complete the university’s online sexual 
harassment prevention training and attend personal 
counseling. 

The Title IX office received a report in November 

2015 that a music department lecturer allegedly sexually 
harassed a former music department student.

The student claimed she was harassed through verbal 
conduct during piano lessons and that the male subject 
would comment on other women, saying “so-and-so’s 
boobs are hanging out,” “so-and-so’s ass cheeks are hang-
ing out” and “women are provocative, and the things 
they wear seduce men, and it’s no wonder that all these 
women get raped.”

Another complainant said the music lecturer would 
tell her sexualized comments he made to other students 
like, “If this composer was here, he’d want to seduce you.”

The male subject denied the allegations against him, 
but the Title IX office concluded that the conduct “more 
likely than not did occur” and that the music lecturer had 
violated UC sexual harassment policy.

As a result of the investigation, the male subject 
received a 10 percent salary reduction and a written 
censure. 

The Title IX office also received a report that a faculty 
member from the global studies department allegedly 
sexually harassed a fourth-year undergraduate student. 

According to the female complainant, the male fac-
ulty member made jokes promoting rape culture that 
had no relevance to the class. The jokes were, “What was 
the wife’s favorite sex position? Facing Nordstrom’s.” and 
“Why were the sorority girls disappointed about being 
gang-raped? Because they had to write so many thank-
you cards.” 

The female complainant spoke out during lecture, 
saying that he was being inappropriate. The female sub-
ject dropped the global studies class that same day due to 
the “sexist classroom climate.”

She stated in her interview with the Title IX office 
that she could not concentrate for the remainder of the 
class because she was so upset by his comments. When 
asked what resolutions she sought through the process, 
she said that she did not believe the male subject should 
be teaching at the university.  

According to the report, the male faculty member 
wrote through his attorney that he did not use the words 
“the wife,” “raped” or “sororities,” but admitted the jokes 
were made in poor taste. 

Following an investigation, the Title IX office sub-
stantiated one of the three sexual harassment claims 
against the faculty member. The documents do not 
indicate whether the university took further disciplin-
ary action.

According to UCSB Spokesperson Andrea Estrada, the 
university investigated and adjudicated all of the UCSB 
cases under policies and processes that have since been 
updated.

“Over the past two and a half years, UC has taken 
steps to significantly change — and improve — the ways 
such cases are handled,” she said in a statement.

The Nexus also obtained the Title IX documents of 
eight other campuses — UC Merced, UC Los Angeles, UC 
Davis, UC Santa Cruz, UC San Francisco, UC Riverside, 
UC Irvine and UC San Diego — and is currently sorting 
through them to determine further details. UC Berkeley 
has not yet released its Title IX documents to the Nexus.

Over the past two 
and a half years, 
UC has  taken 
steps to signifi-
cantly change — 
and improve — the 
ways such cases 
are handled.

“

”- ANDREA ESTRADA
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Deltopia 2017 parking restrictions in      
Isla Vista may affect you! 

 
 

Isla Vista Parking 
 

No street parking in Isla Vista from 9am on 4/8 until 7am on 4/9 for Del Playa residents (6500, 6600, 6700); Camino Del Sur 
residents between Del Playa and Trigo; Camino Pescadero residents between Del Playa and Trigo; El Embarcadero residents 
between Del Playa and Top of Loop; Trigo residents on 6500 only. 

 
El Nido residents on 6500 and Sabado Tarde residents on 6500, 6600, 6700 do not need to move cars off street, but 
vehicles will not be allowed to enter or exit through roadblocks from 9am on 4/8 until to 7am on 4/9. 

 
 

 
UCSB Campus Parking 

 
No Overnight Visitor Parking is allowed on the UCSB Campus from Friday April 7th through Sunday April 9th 

 

 Registered UCSB Students with an Annual Night & Weekend parking permit can park in designated lots on campus beginning at 11am    
Friday, April 7th until 7:30am on Monday, April 10th. Parking is allowed only in Structure 22, 18 (Mesa Structure) and Lot 16. All other campus 
lots are subject to closure and may be physically closed. 

 
 Apply/order on-line by March 24th to ensure your permit arrives by USPS mail prior to April 7th. Visit our office to purchase a permit now 

through April 6th (permits ordered after the 24th are NOT guaranteed to arrive by the 7th). NOTE: Temporary paper permit printouts will not be valid 
during these dates. Vehicles must display the actual permit decal. 

 
Order online today!  Deadline to order is March 24th! 

  
 
$17.50 plus $5.95 shipping/handling fee = $23.45 – valid through June 30, 2017. 
  

One permit per registered student; vehicle must be linked to permit.              
  http://www.tps.ucsb.edu 

Maura Fox
University News Editor

President Donald Trump spoke at the 
joint session of Congress in Washington 
D.C. on Tuesday, discussing his first weeks 
as president and moving forward as a unit-
ed nation. 

Izeah Garcia, a fourth-year history of 
public policy major, was at the heart of it all. 

Congressman Salud Carbajal invited 
Garcia to the session due to Garcia’s work 
for the Democratic Party and student issues 
at a state and national level. 

When he received the call from 
Carbajal’s office to join the congressman at 
the session, Garcia was on his way to D.C. 
to lobby legislators on student issues such 
as Pell Grant accessibility, protection of 
undocumented students and the protection 
of students in regard to student loans.

According to Tess Whittlesey, spokes-
person for Congressman Carbajal, the con-
gressman invited Garcia to the congressio-
nal session because Garcia “is an example of 
the value that immigrants and their fami-
lies bring and enrich our communities.”  

Carbajal and Garcia are both children 
of immigrant parents and first-generation 
college students, Whittlesey said.

“They asked me if I wanted to go because 
I worked with Salud on the campaign as an 
organizer,” Garcia said. “He knew my story; 
I’m the first in my family to attend univer-
sity, and my parents are immigrants … so 
he figured it would match out well.”  

Trump addressed his instated executive 
orders and plans for immigration reform, 
and he spoke of his plans to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) and improve 
police relations with citizens. He called for 
a united nation and declared that “the time 
for trivial fights is behind us.”

“What we are witnessing today is the 
renewal of the American spirit. Our allies 
will find that America is once again ready 
to lead,” the president said to Congress. “All 
the nations of the world — friend or foe — 

will find that America is strong, America is 
proud and America is free.”

Trump emphasized the importance of 
American-focused policies, both nation-
ally and globally, and said since his elec-
tion, companies such as Ford, Walmart and 
General Motors have pledged to “investw 
billions of dollars” into the U.S. and create 
American jobs.

The creation of U.S. jobs has been one of 
Trump’s key points since the election. 

“Ninety-four million Americans are out 
of the labor force,” Trump said. “Over 43 
million people are now living in poverty, 
and over 43 million Americans are on food 
stamps. More than one in five people in 
their prime working years are not working.”

Trump also discussed his administra-
tion’s plan to increase immigration enforce-
ment through the construction of a wall on 
the country’s southern border with Mexico. 

“By finally enforcing our immigra-

tion laws, we will raise wages, help the 
unemployed, save billions of dollars and 
make our communities safer for everyone,” 
Trump said.

In regard to Trump’s statements on 
immigration, Garcia said Latino/as will 
continue to fight against the president’s 
policies. w

“I’m a Latino man,” Garcia said. “No 
matter what he says, no matter what poli-
cies he proposes, there will be Latinos going 
out and being active when it comes to local, 
state and federal politics and speaking in 
defiance to basically any of these xenopho-
bic and racist policies.”

According to Garcia, the president’s 
speech appeared similar to his past speech-
es, with the same rhetoric but delivered in 
a calmer tone.

“As I was sitting there, I just noticed it 
seemed like the exact same messaging, but 
he just seemed more composed,” he said.

Garcia said he believes it is 
important for students to be 
actively engaged in government 
at the state and national level, 
claiming, “If you’re not at the 
table, you’re on it.”

“At the end of the day, it’s not 
as foreign of an idea as people 
make it out to seem,” he said. 
“We can lobby for the issues we 
care about; we can lobby for the 
things that are ultimately very 
important to us. It’s just actu-
ally stepping up and speaking 
out when it comes to the issues 
we need.” 

During the speech, Trump 
recognized the widow of a Navy 
SEAL who was killed in a recent 
military operation in Yemen. 

For the full story, see daily-
nexus.com.

Carbajal, Student Visit D.C.

Congressman Salud Carbajal called upon fourth-year history of public policy 
major Izeah Garcia to attend the joint session of Congress Tuesday.

Courtesy of Tess Whittlesey

other people who are running it always assumed would 
happen.”

Freeman said that because of the lack of revenue, the 
CSD has no “leverage,” meaning it will be difficult to pro-
vide services in the exact way that they would like to.

“Maybe there’s a piece of infrastructure that we want 
to have in Isla Vista. Well, if you have the money to pay for 
it, the county has a lot less say in what it looks like … The 
county might say, well, we’re paying for the whole thing, 
[but] we want it to be like this,” Freeman said. “We don’t 
have any money, so we have no actual leverage.”

County officials are optimistic about the special dis-
trict’s establishment, despite the uncertainties over fund-
ing. Supervisor Williams spoke about the CSD’s poten-
tial for success, considering the recent appointment of 
Bob Geis, the former county auditor-controller, as county 
appointee. 

“Many of the startup issues are actually looking very 
good,” Williams said. “If you look at the appointment that 
the county just made, you know, a real career public servant 
with a high degree of expertise in public financing … that’s 

an important move.”
Williams said that Geis’s appointment to the CSD will 

be useful considering his level of expertise and how little 
money will be necessary to hire his services. 

“I think that’s very much what went into our decision-
making for naming Bob Geis; he is someone that would cost 
a few hundred thousand dollars a year if someone were to 
hire him because of his level of expertise,” Williams said. 
“He’s willing to donate his time so we have a high degree of 
expertise to start with for a low degree of money.”

Williams said UCSB’s contribution to the CSD would be 
critical, but a tax would still be necessary for the district to 
do the work it hopes to, since hiring a general manager for 
the district would cost $100,000 annually, which could not 
be used from UCSB’s pledge.

“But I don’t want to sugarcoat it — it will not do what 
it’s supposed to do unless we pay the tax, and we might not 
have the tax the first time around,” Williams said. “I think 
that the stakeholders are still committed to trying to pass 
the tax on another election.”

For the full story, see dailynexus.com.

Continued from p.1
CSD BIRTHDAY

couldn’t go to these three non-UCSB students that were 
affected,” Renteria said. “So I think in light of this, it just 
came out about what more can we do for the community.” 

Karen Kurpershoek, student coordinator at A.S. Food 
Bank, said IVTU partnered with her organization to pro-
vide food packages for affected students. They also helped 
refer the displaced students to academic advising, hous-
ing, financial aid and emergency loans.

“So, if something does happen with the storm or hous-
ing or whatever it may be, if someone needs to reach out 
and get immediate assistance, we can provide that for 
them,” Kurpershoek said. 

Some of the displaced students who have secured 
housing now see Del Playa Drive in a different light. 

“It’s definitely scary,” Karr said. “The rain, especially 
today [Feb. 17] was insane, and I’ve been thinking to 
myself, like ,I’m happy I’m not living there anymore 
because this potentially could cause a lot more damage, so 
I’m kind of grateful we got out of that situation.”  

Emma Holtzapple, a fourth-year environmental stud-
ies major who was able to stay in her part of the building 
on 6653 Del Playa Drive, said it was strange to no longer 
have the portion of the balcony even if she knows the cliff 
is officially stable. 

“A lot of people look forward to living oceanside DP 
their senior year and having that balcony to enjoy and 
even the safety that comes along with that,” Holtzapple 
said. “That was all taken away from us.”

Continued from p.1
CLIFF FOLLOWUP

SOHAM TIKEKAR/ DAILY NEXUS 
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SPORTS
Certainly it’s expected that 

parents should be supportive 
of their kids’ dreams and 

aspirations, but the outrageous 
praises of Lonzo Ball’s father, 
Lavar Ball, have been all over 

sports media. Father Ball, please 
just hush your mouth. 

Armchair QB
The UCSB golf team particpated in the 
Del Walker Intercollegiate Tournament 
on Monday and Tuesday. Despite being 
in 15th place at one point, the Gauchos 

emerged to finish in sixth.

GOLF

Men’s and Women’s Tennis Return Home in Hopes of Avenging Road Losses
Richard Benites
Staff Writer 

	 The	UCSB	men’s	tennis	team’s	regu-
lar	 season	 continues	 with	 a	 short	 turn-
around	 this	 week	 as	 Santa	 Barbara	 will	
host	 Loyola	 Marymount	 this	 Saturday,	
followed	by	No.	24	Oregon	on	Sunday.
	 Heading	into	this	weekend,	UCSB	is	
coming	 off	 a	 noteworthy	 doubleheader	
weekend.	 The	 Gauchos	 previously	 split	
last	weekend’s	pair	of	matches,	thus	bring-
ing	UCSB’s	overall	record	to	5-2	on	the	
season.
	 The	Lions	visit	UCSB	at	3-5	overall	
on	the	season,	while	Oregon	will	look	to	
improve	upon	its	10-2	record.
	 To	quickly	summarize	UCSB’s	tennis	
campaign	through	Feb.,	results	remained	
positive	as	 the	 team	posted	a	3-1	record	
during	the	month.	The	remarkable	No.	1	
doubles	slot	of	junior	Simon	Freund	and	
senior	Morgan	Mays	are	now	en	route	to	
a	 top-10	 ranking	 as	 they	 remain	 unde-
feated.
	 The	Gauchos’	singles	play	dominance	
has	 remained	 consistent,	 and	 senior	
Teague	Hamilton	earned	his	first	doubles/
singles	start	last	weekend.	
	 The	 team	 will	 surely	 appreciate	 that	
seven	out	of	 eight	of	 their	matches	dur-
ing	 the	 month	 of	 March	 will	 be	 held	
in	Santa	Barbara,	 granting	 the	Gauchos	
some	much	needed	rest	from	traveling	on	
the	road	as	well	as	home-court	advantage.
	 This	 Saturday,	 they	 will	 face	 off	
against	 Loyola	 Marymount	 University.	
The	Lions	are	coming	off	a	5-2	home	vic-
tory	over	the	University	of	Arizona.
	 After	a	delay	that	postponed	the	meet	

for	 a	 couple	 of	 hours,	LMU	 started	 the	
meet	 off	 very	 strong	 by	 sweeping	 the	
entire	doubles	portion	of	the	competition:	
thanks	 to	 a	 6-3	 finish	 by	 Max	 Kaiser	
&	Nick	Borchenko,	and	a	6-2	 for	Ryan	
Brown	 &	 Luke	 Bohuslav.	 The	 singles	
portion	was	just	as	much	in	favor	of	the	
Lions.	
	 After	a	tough	three-set	match,	Kaiser’s	
6-3/2-6	/7-5	outcome	earned	his	team	the	
final	win	necessary	for	the	sweep,	ending	
the	day	with	a	win.	LMU	will	host	UC	
Davis	this	Thursday	before	heading	over	
to	Santa	Barbara	for	the	weekend.
	 Meanwhile,	Oregon	will	enter	Sunday	
with	 the	 momentum	 of	 its	 two-match	
winning	 streak	 and	 will	 be	 in	 search	 of	
its	first	road	win	this	season.	The	Ducks	
remain	 undefeated	 at	 home	 after	 last	
Sunday’s	 7-0	 sweep	 over	 No.	 42	 Drake	
University.
	 Oregon	 began	 the	 day	 by	 claiming	
the	doubles	advantage	point	for	the	ninth-
straight	 meet	 thanks	 to	 its	 top	 court	 of	
senior	Jayson	Amos/sophomore	Armando	
Soemarno,	 and	 No.	 2	 juniors	 Akihiro	
Tanaka/Simon	 Stevens.	 Oregon’s	 singles	
play	went	 just	as,	 if	not	more,	 smoothly	
with	a	clean	sweep.	
	 Worth	mentioning	would	be	the	tal-
ent	of	 sophomore	Thomas	Laurent	who	
recently	 earned	 his	 15th	 straight	 singles	
victory,	 placing	 him	 tied	 for	 first	 as	 the	
biggest	streak	in	Oregon’s	history.		
	 UCSB	men’s	tennis	will	host	the	first	
of	 its	 home	 series	 meets	 this	 Saturday,	
March	 4,	 against	 Loyola	 Marymount	
University	 at	 1	 p.m.,	 then	 again	 on	
Sunday,	March	5,	versus	the	University	of	
Oregon	at	1	p.m.

‘Chos Participating in Claremont Convergence Invite, Sat. Doubleheader Scheduled
Tommy Pardini 
Staff Writer  

Following	 a	 disappointing	 11th	 place	
f inish	 in	 its	 last	 tournament,	 the	 UCSB	
Women’s	 Water	 Polo	 team	 travels	 to	
Claremont,	 California	 for	 the	 Claremont	
Convergence	 Invitational	 in	 an	 effort	 to	
tidy	 things	 up	 before	 starting	 Big	 West	
play.

With	 a	 record	 of	 10-6	 this	 season,	 No.	
9	 UCSB	 has	 put	 together	 a	 nice	 season	
considering	its	young	roster	and	the	level	of	
talent	they	have	been	facing	each	weekend.

Last	weekend,	the	Gauchos	split	their	four	
games	 at	 the	 Barbara	 Kalbus	 Invitational	
hosted	by	UC	Irvine.	

No.	 8	 Michigan	 defeated	 UCSB	 for	 the	
third	 time	 this	 season	 and	 No.	 17	 San	
Jose	 State	 squeaked	 out	 a	 double	 overtime	
victory	which	marked	Santa	Barbara’s	 f irst	
loss	 to	 a	 team	 below	 them	 within	 the	
national	rankings.	

UCSB	 is	 slowly	 approaching	 conference	
play,	which	is	always	diff icult	with	the	end	
of	the	quarter	looming	as	well.

“Something	 that	 we	 talk	 about	 all	 the	
time	 is	 staying	 on	 top	 of	 studies	 so	 you	
don’t	get	overwhelmed,”	Head	Coach	Serela	
Kay	 said.	 “Its	unique	having	 the	 season	go	
through	two	quarters.”

In	 addition	 to	 their	 schoolwork,	 the	
Gauchos	 are	 still	 looking	 to	 improve	 on	
many	aspects	as	a	team	so	they	can	be	ready	
for	conference	play	and	beyond.

“It’s	important,	no	matter	who	we	play	at	
this	 point	 in	 the	 season,	 that	 we	 focus	 on	
ourself	 and	 improve	 in	 every	area,	 starting	
with	defense,”	Kay	said.

This	 weekend,	 the	 Gauchos	 will	 face	
off	 against	 a	 pair	 of	 Division	 III	 sides	 in	
Pomona-Pitzer	and	La	Verne	before	coming	
back	 to	 Santa	 Barbara	 on	 Sunday	 for	 a	
home	game	versus	Cal	State	Bakersf ield.

La	Verne	will	come	into	this	event	having	
only	played	two	games	on	the	year.	

Last	 year,	 the	 Leopards	 f inished	 18-6,	
their	best	record	in	program	history,	losing	
in	 the	 f inal	 of	 the	 Southern	 California	
Intercol leg iate	 Ath let ic	 Conference	
Tournament.	

Their	 great	 run	 last	 year	 was	 a	 big	
improvement	 considering	 they	 had	 only	
won	 13	 games	 in	 the	 previous	 two	 years	
combined.	

Along	 with	 the	 players,	 a	 key	 to	 their	
success	 came	 from	 former	 Head	 Coach	
William	Rodriguez.	

Last	 season,	 Rodriguez	 was	 named	 the	
SCIAC	 Women’s	 Water	 Polo	 Coach	 of	
the	 Year	 before	 stepping	 down	 to	 take	 a	
Director	of	Aquatics	job	elsewhere.	

One	year	removed	from	a	fantastic	season,	
the	 Leopards	 return	 almost	 everyone	 with	
only	one	freshman	in	the	mix.

La	 Verne’s	 roster	 is	 comprised	 of	 13	
juniors	 and	 seniors	 compared	 to	 only	 six	
for	 UCSB.	 These	 two	 teams	 met	 last	 year	
in	the	same	event	when	UCSB	won	21-6.

The	 second	 opponent	 for	 Santa	 Barbara	
in	 the	 Claremont	 Convergence	 wil l	 be	
the	 host	 Pomona-Pitzer,	 who	 the	 Gauchos	
defeated	 15-5	 earlier	 in	 the	 year	 at	 their	
Winter	Invitational.

Pomona-Pitzer	 arrives	 with	 only	 one	
victory	in	10	games.	

The	 Sagehens	 began	 the	 season	 with	 an	
eight-game	 losing	 streak	 by	 an	 average	 of	

almost	nine	goals	per	contest.	
Most	 of	 the	 team	 is	 back	 from	 last	 year,	

including	 a	 core	 of	 four	 players	 who	 were	
the	Sagehens	top-four	goal	scorers.	

One	 of	 those	 players	 is	 junior	 attacker	
Morgan	 McCracken,	 who	 was	 selected	 as	
the	 SCIAC	 Water	 Polo	 Player	 of	 the	 Week	
after	 tallying	 her	 f irst	 multi-goal	 game	 of	
the	season	last	week.	

Looking	 to	 turn	 this	 season	 around,	 the	
current	nucleus	of	players	have	experienced	
some	success	in	recent	years	with	at	least	19	
wins	in	four	of	the	last	f ive	seasons.

In	 their	 most	 recent	 games,	 Pomona-
Pitzer	won	17-3	and	lost	13-11.	

They	 seem	 to	 be	 moving	 in	 the	 right	
direction	heading	into	this	weekend.

After	 taking	 part	 in	 the	 Claremont	
Convergence,	 the	Gauchos	will	 travel	back	
to	 UCSB	 for	 a	 home	 game	 versus	 No.	 24	
Cal	State	Bakersf ield.

The	8-7	roadrunners	are	6-2	in	their	last	
eight	games.	

Last	 weekend,	 they	 swept	 their	 four	
games	 at	 the	 Cal	 Lutheran	 Tina	 Finali	
Invitational,	winning	with	nearly	a	14-goal	
average	margin	of	victory.

However,	 CSU	 Bakersf ield	 is	 1-6	 this	
year	 against	 top-25	 ranked	 opponents,	
which	could	be	a	good	sign	for	the	Gauchos.

This	 will	 be	 the	 f irst	 home	 game	 for	
UCSB	 since	 their	 Winter	 Invitational	 over	
a	month	ago.

UCSB	will	play	two	games	in	the	Pomona-
Pitzer	Haldeman	Pool	this	Saturday,	March	
4,	when	they	face	La	Verne	at	2:15	p.m.	and	
the	 hosts,	 Pomona-Pitzer,	 at	 7:15	 p.m.	 On	
Sunday,	UCSB	will	play	at	home	versus	Cal	
State	Bakersf ield	at	noon.

Spencer Ault 
Staff Writer 

Five	games	stand	before	the	4-10	UCSB	softball	team	this	
weekend	in	Cedar	City,	Utah	at	the	St.	George	Red	Desert	
Classic.	Participating	in	the	fourth	invitational	of	its	season,	
UCSB	will	play	first-time	opponents	Utah	Valley,	Iowa	State,	
Nevada	and	Southern	Utah	as	well	as	the	Nebraska-Omaha	
Mavericks,	whom	the	Gauchos	have	faced	and	defeated	once	
this	season.	

	Friday	 will	 bring	 the	 Utah	 Valley	 Wolverines	 and	 the	
Iowa	State	Cyclones	the	Gauchos’	way;	the	action	will	begin	
at	 11:30	 a.m.	 Having	 only	 played	 four	 games	 this	 season,	
Utah	Valley	comes	into	the	matchup	without	a	win	in	2017.	

	UCSB	will	 try	and	 right	 its	 two-game	 losing	 streak,	 in	
which	 the	 team	 has	 been	 outscored	 18-2.	 The	 bats	 have	
been	all	right	for	the	Gauchos,	who	stand	at	.277/.338/.416	
as	a	team	for	the	season,	but	the	power	just	hasn’t	been	there	
for	them;	with	only	nine	home	runs	on	the	year,	UCSB	has	
scored	less	than	four	times	per	game.	

	The	 Gauchos	 will	 need	 Sierra	 Altmeyer	 to	 continue	 to	
ramp	up	her	production;	the	sophomore	infielder	has	three	
homers	and	nine	RBI	to	go	with	an	impressive	.333/.417/.667	
slash	line.	Her	partner	in	the	infield,	freshman	Alyssa	Diaz,	
will	also	be	important	to	the	Gauchos’	success	this	weekend,	
with	two	home	runs	and	the	same	nine	RBI	in	her	first	14	
games	of	college	softball.

	The	biggest	test	in	Cedar	City	will	be	whether	or	not	the	
Gaucho	pitchers	can	come	around	after	a	rough	start	to	2017.	
Sophomore	Veronika	Gulvin	and	freshman	Felisha	Noriega	
have	 been	 the	 team’s	 stalwarts,	 but	 both	 have	 struggled	
mightily.

Gulvin	has	three	of	the	team’s	four	wins,	and	she	holds	the	
better	ERA,	but	both	have	four	losses,	and	“better”	doesn’t	
necessarily	mean	good,	with	Gulvin’s	ERA	sitting	at	4.56	and	
Noriega’s	at	8.24.

	For	 the	 Wolverines,	 senior	 outfielder	 Courtney	 Beavers	
has	 been	 the	 team’s	 most	 impressive	 hitter,	 slashing	

.571/.625/.786,	with	three	doubles,	three	runs	scored	and	11	
total	bases,	all	of	which	pace	the	team.	Senior	middle	infielder	
Brittney	Vansway	has	had	a	hand	in	much	of	the	team’s	pro-
duction,	knocking	seven	RBI	in	the	season’s	first	four	games.	

	Junior	Lauren	Frailey	leads	the	team	with	nine	and	a	third	
innings	pitched,	and	she	has	only	allowed	eight	hits	and	two	
earned	runs	over	that	span.	Senior	Bailey	Moore	is	close	on	
her	tail	with	eight	innings	thrown,	and	her	3.50	ERA	isn’t	too	
shabby	either,	suggesting	the	Gauchos	will	face	a	tougher	path	
than	the	Wolverine’s	0-4	record	would	indicate.	

	Iowa	State	(7-7)	has	been	a	streaky	team	to	start	the	sea-
son,	sweeping	the	Tennessee	State	Tournament	the	weekend	
of	Feb.	17	before	failing	to	win	a	game	in	the	following	week-
end’s	slate.	

	Led	 by	 freshman	 infielder	 Sami	 Williams	 and	 junior	
outfielder	Kelsey	McFarland,	the	Cyclones	pack	an	impres-
sive	punch	offensively.	Williams	has	slashed	.300/.349/.625	to	
start	the	year,	but	somehow	is	being	outdone	by	McFarland,	
who’s	put	up	a	 .463/.521/.610	line.	While	Williams	has	the	
edge	 in	RBI	and	home	 runs	 (11	 to	nine	and	 three	 to	one,	
respectively),	McFarland	gains	her	advantage	having	drawn	
three	more	walks,	accumulated	seven	more	hits	and	scored	
two	more	runs.	

	The	team	boasts	three	impressive	pitchers,	all	with	ERA	
at	or	below	3.26.	Sophomore	Savannah	Sanders	is	by	far	the	
team’s	most	relied-upon	arm,	as	she’s	thrown	almost	double	
the	innings	of	her	teammates	(43)	and	appeared	in	12	of	Iowa	
State’s	14	games.

	Saturday	 will	 pit	 the	 Gauchos	 against	 the	 8-5	 Nevada	
Wolf	Pack	and	the	dynamic	corner	infield	duo	of	sophomore	
Alyssa	Mendez	 at	 third	base	 and	 junior	 Jennifer	Purcell	 at	
first.	It’s	been	a	hot	start	to	the	season	for	both,	who’ve	put	
up	staggering	hitting	numbers	as	well	as	holding	down	the	
infield	defense.	

	Sophomore	Kali	Sargent	and	 senior	McKenna	 Isenberg	
head	the	pitching	rotation,	and	the	Gauchos	will	have	to	work	
their	 way	 around	 the	 two	 savvy,	 veteran	 throwers,	 who’ve	
accounted	for	the	vast	majority	of	the	team’s	innings	pitched.	

	The	 afternoon	opponent	 for	UCSB	on	 the	4th	will	 be	
Southern	Utah,	a	1-7	team	that	has	failed	to	score	more	than	
three	 runs	 in	 all	 but	 one	 game.	 Five	 of	 the	 Thunderbirds’	
games	saw	the	team	score	one	or	zero	runs,	good	news	for	a	
Gauchos	pitching	staff	which	struggled	at	the	season’s	onset.

	Junior	 outfielder	 Sarah	 Murphy	 is	 the	 team’s	 leading	
hitter	with	a	.385	average,	but	her	identical	slugging	percent-
age	shows	just	how	little	extra	base	hitting	she’s	been	able	to	
provide	the	team.	Sophomore	utility	player	Kendall	Kapitzke	
has	the	team’s	one	home	run,	and	her	.176	batting	average	is	
propped	up	by	a	.462	OBP.	

	The	Thunderbirds	have	tried	several	pitchers	this	season,	
but	senior	Kristen	Hostetler	has	been	the	most	relied	upon,	
throwing	in	four	games,	starting	a	team-high	three	and	dou-
bling	second	place	on	her	team	with	16.1	innings	pitched.	

	UCSB’s	final	match	of	the	weekend	will	have	the	Gauchos	
face	a	Nebraska-Omaha	team	they	were	able	to	overcome	4-3	
in	extra	innings	at	Stanford	on	Feb.	19.	Since	that	game,	the	
Mavericks	have	hit	a	losing	streak,	dropping	four	of	their	fol-
lowing	five	games.	

	The	 lineup,	which	has	been	remarkably	consistent	with	
eight	players	starting	and	playing	in	all	13	of	the	Mavericks’	
games,	 is	 led	 by	 two	 stud	 outfielders	 junior	 Kelly	 Pattison	
and	 senior	 Lia	 Mancuso.	 The	 former	 has	 a	 slash	 line	 of	
.359/.419/.615,	 three	home	 runs,	 eight	RBI	 and	 seven	 runs	
scored,	while	the	latter	has	almost	been	her	match,	slashing	
.351/.400/.541,	batting	in	four	runs,	taking	one	ball	deep	and	
collecting	four	doubles.	

	Pitching	 has	 been	 more	 of	 a	 struggle	 for	 Nebraska-
Omaha,	with	neither	 sophomore	Laura	Roecker	nor	 senior	
Abbie	Clanton,	the	team’s	two	main	pitchers,	having	winning	
records	or	earning	run	averages	below	4.00.	

	Keys	to	the	weekend	will	be	the	Gauchos’	ability	to	keep	
the	game	close,	as	they’ve	had	a	penchant	for	getting	blown	
out	in	games	they	lose.	Furthermore,	if	the	‘Chos	are	able	to	
get	the	bats	firing	and	they	can	get	up	at	least	four	or	five	runs	
per	game,	the	pitching	staff	should	be	able	to	hold	it	down	
from	there.

Softball Hoping To Shake Latest Slump at St. George Red Desert Classic

The Gauchos will be on the road for their fourth straight invite before 
finally coming home next week when they host the Gaucho Classic I.
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Just twice this season has the UCSB women’s water polo team swept both of its opponents 
when playing in a doubleheader. This Saturday will be the fourth consecutive invite for UCSB.
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Andrew Hernandez
Staff Writer 

	 The	 UCSB	 women’s	 tennis	 team	
will	be	playing	the	University	of	New	
Mexico	 Lobos	 on	 Sunday.	 Santa	
Barbara	will	be	 returning	home	after	
completing	 a	 five-game	 road	 trip	 in	
which	they	went	2-2	with	one	match	
being	postponed.	
	 The	Gauchos	began	their	road	trip	
on	a	two-game	winning	streak	which	
they	were	able	to	extend	to	four	games	
after	 defeating	 UC	 Davis	 and	 Saint	
Mary’s	College.	
	 UCSB	was	 able	 to	beat	out	 some	
tough	 opponents	 with	 the	 help	 of	
a	 great	 team	 effort	 and	 persistence	
that	 allowed	 the	 squad	 to	 pull	 out	
victories	 in	 close	 matches.	 However,	
UCSB	 saw	 the	 end	 of	 its	 four-game	
winning	streak	the	following	weekend	
when	 it	 traveled	 further	 up	 north	 to	
play	the	University	of	Oregon	Ducks	
and	 Washington	 Huskies.	 Against	
Oregon,	 the	 team	 struggled	 to	 get	
anything	 going	 and	 lost	 5-2.	 The	
Gauchos	 later	 lost	 to	 the	 University	
of	Washington	in	a	deflating	straight	
sweep,	7-0.
	 UCSB	 will	 have	 its	 sights	 set	 on	
bouncing	back	against	a	New	Mexico	
Lobos	 team	 that	 currently	 holds	 a	
1-7	record,	with	their	only	win	of	the	
season	 dating	 back	 to	 Feb.	 18.	 That	
win	 ended	 a	 five-game	 losing	 streak,	
but	 since	 the	 victory	 the	 Lobos	 are	
currently	on	a	two-game	losing	streak.	
	 UNM	has	not	done	well	in	doubles	
play	at	all	as	it	has	dropped	the	doubles	

point	eight	times	this	season.	In	singles	
play,	the	Lobos	have	had	more	success	
as	 they	 have	 battled	 in	 some	 tough	
matchups	and	were	subsequently	able	
to	put	points	on	the	board.	
	 In	 that	 match,	 New	 Mexico	 was	
able	to	finish	strong	in	singles	play	to	
eventually	get	the	win,	but	the	inabil-
ity	to	finish	strong	has	been	one	of	the	
main	factors	in	New	Mexico	losing	its	
matches	on	a	consistent	basis.	
	 New	Mexico	will	surely	have	to	be	
able	to	finish	strong	if	given	the	oppor-
tunity	 to	 become	 victorious	 when	 it	
play	the	Gauchos	on	Sunday.	
	 UCSB	has	the	perfect	opportunity	
to	 right	 the	 ship	 against	 this	 strug-
gling	 New	 Mexico	 team	 and,	 given	
the	matchups,	the	Gauchos	should	be	
confident	when	they	go	to	the	courts	
this	weekend.	
	 With	the	lack	of	success	in	doubles	
play	 for	 the	 Lobos,	 UCSB’s	 nation-
ally	ranked	tandems	of	No.	44	senior	
Melissa	 Baker/sophomore	 Stephanie	
Yamada	 and	 No.	 52	 junior	 Palina	
Dubavets/senior	 Stefani	 Stojic	 should	
be	 able	 to	 finally	 clinch	 the	 doubles	
point	 after	 being	 unable	 to	 do	 so	 in	
UCSB’s	last	two	games.	
	 The	 game	 against	 UNM	 should	
also	be	an	opportunity	for	the	Gauchos	
to	 gain	 a	 rhythm	 back	 as	 Dubavets	
and	 senior	 Jaimee	 Gilbertson	 have	
been	the	only	players	to	win	in	singles	
play	over	the	course	of	last	weekend.	
	 Santa	 Barbara’s	 game	 against	 the	
University	 of	 New	 Mexico	 Lobos	 is	
scheduled	to	start	Sunday,	March	5,	at	
9:30	a.m.	PST.	CHRISTINA DEMARZO / DAILY NEXUS CHRISTINA DEMARZO / DAILY NEXUS
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In a move that’s turning heads around 
the hockey world, the Los Angeles Kings 
acquired Ben Bishop from the Tampa Bay 
Lightning late Sunday. The 6’7” goalten-
der was sent along with a fifth-round pick 
in the 2017 draft in exchange for Erik 
Cernak, a defensive prospect groomed by 
the Kings, a seventh-round pick, a con-
ditional pick and goaltender “St.” Peter 
Budaj. The move completes St. Peter’s 
martyrdom after he essentially saved the 
season for the Kings when Jonathan Quick 
went down with a groin injury in the sea-
son opener against the Sharks. (However, 
“saved” may be too complimentary a term 
as the Kings now sit three games behind 
the St. Louis Blues for the second wild card 
spot in the West.) 

 Many have wondered why the Kings, 
one day after Quick returned from his 
long-term injury, would move for a second 
elite goaltender in Bishop and renounce 
any loyalty at the expense of Budaj.

 First off, Kings General Manager 
Dean Lombardi is no stranger to mak-
ing blockbuster deals at the deadline. In 
2012, Lombardi traded defenseman Jack 
Johnson to the Columbus Blue Jackets for 
Jeff Carter, who is currently the second 
leading goal scorer in the NHL. Carter 
proved to be an integral part of the team in 
their championship run later that year and 
has since molded himself into a team lead-
er. In 2014 the Kings moved for Marian 
Gaborik, a star forward who would go on 
to lead the team to a championship with 

a league-high 14 goals in the postseason. 
Lombardi’s luck would change in 2015 
when he sent a defensive prospect and a 
first-round pick for Andrej Sekera, who 
proved to be a non-factor in the Kings’ dud 
2014-2015 season. 

 Even given Lombardi’s propensity for 
big moves at the deadline, this one still 
baffles as the Kings’ problem isn’t letting 
in goals, it’s scoring them. Let’s dissect the 
trade to see what Lombardi may have been 
thinking when he pulled the trigger on this 
transaction.

 Having a reliable goaltending tandem 
is never a negative, but why would you 
choose to sit one when each of those goal-
ies were Vezina candidates a year ago? It 
could point to some uncertainty regarding 
Quick’s health. With his jarring, athletic 
butterfly style, Quick is more exposed to 
the possibility of injury than a goalie with a 
stay-at-home, blocking style. Quick’s groin 
injury this year was the most severe of his 
career, and the Kings’ primary concern 
should be to avoid a chronic injury that 
might detract from his play throughout 
the remaining six seasons of his contract. 
If Budaj seemed to be a competent safety 
net, Bishop is a brick wall in front of a 
maximum security prison.

 Emotional attachment aside, the Kings 
didn’t have to give up a whole lot for “Big 
Ben” Bishop: they lost what was their 
third-string goalie at the start of the year, 
essentially traded up from a seventh-round 
to a fifth-round pick, gave up a defense-
man (whom the team did not consider a 
top prospect) and a conditional pick. The 
conditional pick throws some salt into 

the mix, as it could soar to as high as the 
second round if the Kings do well in the 
playoffs.

 From the Lightning side, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy is the face of the future; Bishop 
has spent a relatively large amount of time 
on the bench given his $6 million cap hit 
(20 percent of which the Lightning will 
retain as part of the deal), and is an unre-
stricted free agent at season’s end. They 
were going to lose him anyway; Budaj will 
be a great second goalie to have as the team 
grooms Vasilevskiy to be its No. 1.

 As counterintuitive as it may seem, 
sporting two top-tier goalies may help to 
alleviate the Kings’ scoring troubles. The 
team’s dynamic shifts dramatically when 
Quick is in net. When Budaj was starting, 
many offensively minded forwards had to 
adjust their game to protect a vulnerable 
goalie situation (in terms of both efficiency 
and depth). The Kings’ defense also had 
to double-down on their efforts and play 
a largely conservative game focused on 
protecting their goalie instead of creating 
scoring chances. With Quick in net (and 
now a “second” Quick in Bishop), the 
Kings can relax their style to generate more 
offense with the reassurance that reliable 
goaltending brings. 

 Here’s where Lombardi’s chess game 
gets interesting. The Kings have three 
double-header games of their remaining 
18. Of those games, two(!) include a game 
against the team that may be standing in 
their way of a playoff spot: the Calgary 
Flames. In conjunction with a third game 
against Calgary in the final week, these 
games present a possible plus-or-minus 
16-point swing in the standings the Kings 
can’t afford to be on the wrong side of. 
Additionally, the Kings take the top goalie 
on the trade block off the table for the 
Flames, a team that has given up the most 
goals of any team in playoff position in the 
Western Conference. Now every team the 
Kings play will have to face either Bishop 
or Quick, which is certainly not an envi-
able position to be in.

 With the trade being made two days 
before the trade deadline, there was still 
a possibility that Bishop could be flipped 
to another team that would be willing to 
send a reputable forward to the Kings. 
Lombardi, however, softened this stance, 
saying, “No, no. Bishop needs to play.”

 So it seems the Kings will roll with two 
No. 1 goaltenders in a last-ditch effort to 
move themselves into playoff positioning. 
As Kings fans mourn the sacrifice of St. 
Peter, a goalie who ascended to fan favorite 
as quickly as he was traded away, a new 
piece will be in place for a deep playoff run 
with Bishop.

L.A. Kings Take Bishop: 
Analyzing the Latest Trade

Spencer Ault 
Staff Writer 

The scramble for seeding in conference tournaments will be 
rampant is these last weeks as programs nationwide seek to seize the 
opportunity to play in the NCAA Tournament.

Despite being en route to its fifth consecutive losing season with 
a record of 12-15 and 7-7 in the Big West, the UCSB women’s bas-
ketball team is hoping to maintain its fifth seed. 

Hoping to overcome a three-game losing streak, UCSB will be 
backed by its home court as it will end the regular season at the 
Thunderdome. The Gauchos will host UC Irvine this Thursday and 
Blue-Green rival Cal Poly on Saturday. Cal Poly will play in its last 
home game versus Cal State Fullerton before facing UCSB. 

UCSB has the opportunity to secure the No. 4 seed if it can 
win its remaining games and if UC Riverside, which is currently 
in fourth, loses. A loss would land the Gauchos as the No. 6 seed. 

If the aforementioned scenario occurs, although UC Riverside 
would have a better overall record than UCSB, the Gauchos would 
receive the No. 4 seed because of having the best win-loss record 
in conference games against common opponents beginning at 
the top of the standings, according to the Big West Tournament 
Regulations rulebook. 

In this case, Santa Barbara would earn the fourth seed and a first-
round bye because of its win over current No. 2 seed Long Beach 
State earlier in the season.

Just one game ahead of last place Cal State Fullerton with a 4-24 
and 2-12 conference record, UC Irvine is on the verge of clinching 
the No. 8 seed for the third-straight year in the hopes of squeezing 
into the Big West tournament. Meanwhile, Cal Poly sits a game 
behind UCSB in sixth place at 10-16, 6-8 in Big West play. 

UCSB will enter Thursday looking to extend its four-game win-
ning streak against UC Irvine. The Gauchos have a chance to win 
the season series over UC Irvine in back-to-back seasons.

Dating back to when the two programs first faced each other on 
Jan. 28, UCSB recorded a program-high 15 made three-pointers 
and finished with season highs in points (85), field goal percentage 
(55.4) and win differential (25 points), all while tying its best three-
point percentage (50).

Leading the Gauchos’ three-point barrage was freshman guard 
Aliceah Hernandez. She finished with career highs of 22 points and 
seven made three-pointers.

Since setting the new record, UCSB had struggled from beyond 
the arc, but seems to be getting back on track as it has shot over 30 
percent from deep in two of its last three games in which it has made 
at least seven threes.

While Thursday could potentially be the game to reignite the 
Gauchos’ perimeter shot, it is also an opportunity for them to 
improve upon their ball movement and pace on offense.

Santa Barbara tallied a season-high 23 assists in its win over UC 
Irvine. The success from three-point land may have led to UCSB 
becoming too comfortable from deep as its sharing of the ball 
decreased. In four of seven games, UCSB has recorded 20-plus 
three-point attempts and has had less than 20 assists in seven games.

Despite the statistics showing a decline, the Gauchos still own one 
of the best passing backcourts in the conference. Both point guards 
senior Onome Jemerigbe and redshirt junior Drea Toler rank top 
five in total assists in the Big West this season. 

Toler leads all players with 118, while Jemerigbe is fifth with 
103. Both remain in the top five in assists per game as well with 
Toler in third with a 4.4 average and Jemerigbe with a 3.8 average, 
respectively. 

Success from behind the three-point line is influential on both 
sides as UC Irvine has become one of the top long-range shooting 
teams in the Big West.

The Anteaters are coming off setting a program high of 15 made 
three pointers in their loss to Long Beach State on Saturday. Senior 
guard Irene Chavez and sophomore guard Andee Ritter combined 
for 41 points and were responsible for 12 of the team’s three-pointers. 
Both knocked down six trey balls, marking a career high for Chavez. 

Most notably, Ritter has made strides all season long as she cur-
rently leads the Big West in total threes and steals at 79 and 62, 
respectively. She is the only Anteater ever to make at least 70 three-
pointers in a season. UCI holds a Big West-leading 38.2 three-point 
percentage through conference play and is second in made three 
pointers with 107. 

Looking ahead to the Cal Poly matchup, Saturday has the 
potential to be very intense as the two could be battling it out for a 
first-round bye.

The Mustangs will be in search of repeating last season’s series 
sweep after defeating the Gauchos 78-67 on the conference’s open-
ing day.

Currently on a two-game losing streak, Cal Poly is led by junior 
guard Dynn Leaupepe, who is the team’s leading scorer at 15 points 
per game, good for fifth in the Big West. She has tallied 20-plus 
points in three consecutive games and four of the Mustangs’ last 
five contests. 

Earning a season-high 29 points against UCSB earlier this season, 
Leaupepe will be the center of attention for the Gauchos’ defense as 
she has attempted a combined 48 shots in the team’s last two games.

Although UCSB’s promising start diminished as the season pro-
gressed, it still has a chance to end the season with a first-round bye 
for the first time since the 2010-11 season. 

Tip-off between UCSB and UC Irivne will be Thursday, Feb. 
2 at 7 p.m. Santa Barbara will face Cal Poly on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 
4 p.m. 

Gauchos Battling for Big West Tournament Seeding
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 An anterior cruciate ligament injury is a topic that many 
people shiver at the thought of. An athlete’s worst nightmare 
and oftentimes a career ending virtue, ACL injuries have unfor-
tunately become a common thread within the world of sports. 

 With respect to the game of basketball, the curse of the ACL 
has advanced into an inevitable entity. Exploding to the rim, 
going up for a block or even making an awkward landing can all 
carry the risk of this season-ending injury. 

 Minnesota Timberwolves high-flyer Zach LaVine, the 
Milwaukee Bucks’s rising star Jabari Parker and a handful of 
others have seen their seasons come to a close this year as a result 
of this dreadful injury. 

 These athletes understand the risk of sports whenever they 
step out onto the court, but how does one avoid the possibility of 
enduring such a painful and emotional injury? What precaution-
ary measures should be taken to avoid this setback and stay on a 
healthy path?

 These are some crucial questions that unfortunately have no 
set answer. As a victim of this physical injury myself, I can hon-
estly say the nature of an ACL tear is unpredictable. Much like 
what makes sports today so exciting, these unexpected moments 
of thrill and sorrow come and go as they please, keeping fans on 
the edge of their seats for the better but sometimes for the worse.  

 Injuries are never a favorable circumstance for any athlete, 
but lessons can be learned in the process of this hardship and 
illuminate the true value of sports that lie beyond any court or 
hardwood floor.

 The first message would be to trust the process. A term 
coined after Philadelphia 76er Joel Embiid, an athlete’s journey 
is filled with unexpected trials and tribulations. Similar to the 

seven-footer’s process of being a high lottery pick in the NBA and 
then subsequently being sidelined for a season-ending surgery, 
our highest goals and ambitions can often be deterred by reality, 
but that doesn’t mean it has to stop there. 

 In the lead for Rookie of the Year and averaging 29.6 points 
per game per 36 minutes, this guy is living proof that one can 
bounce back from a season-ending injury. It takes belief and con-
fidence to know that one’s situation does not dictate the future 
road ahead.  Embiid’s will to work past his setback — much like 
other players who have sustained ACL injuries — has fueled his 
placement in the NBA and stake as one of the best young big 
men. All it takes is trusting the process.

 The second lesson myself and fellow ACL injurees have 
learned is to enjoy the ride. There will be highs, lows and even 
lower periods where you feel that your injury has taken you to 
the end of the road. Former first overall pick Derrick Rose can 
attest to this, suffering not only an ACL tear but also a meniscus 
tear during the peak of his career.  While a major blow to one 
of the most explosive guards of our time, the Chicago native 
stuck through it and continues to follow his passion to this day: 
playing basketball. Rose continues to prove doubters wrong and 
show flashes of the athletic D-Rose, now in a New York Knick 
uniform. 

 Whether professional or recreational, there is something 
common athletes like ourselves can take out of the career of Rose 
and other recipients of the ACL scare. 

 Being on the road is never easy when it comes to sports. There 
will be setbacks, both physical and emotional, that continue to 
test one’s character. The ability to come to terms with this and 
understand that everyone has their own struggles and is in the 
process of conquering them is a bond that moves beyond the 
confines of gamesmanship. Trust the experience, trust the pro-
cess and certainly trust the ride. PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS 

Tales of the Tearing: Knees Beware
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BADBADNOTGOOD Bring a Spectacular Show

Showcasing their unique blend of diverse genres, the Jazz-fusion four piece play a long-awaited 
and highly aniticipated show south of Santa Barbara

William Emmons 
Reporter

The l ine outside of the venue shuff led slowly 
through secur ity as an ec lect ic crowd of guests 
made their way into Santa A na’s The Obser vator y 
Sat u rd ay n ight to see C a nad i a n ja zz g roup, 
BA DBA DNOTGOOD (BBNG). The band has amassed 
an amalgamation of work with art ists such as Earl 
Sweatshir t ,  Mic k Jenk ins, K ay tranad a and MF 
Doom. BA DBA DNOTGOOD even produced an LP 
entit led Sour Soul  for Ghostface K i l lah in 2015. 
Since their or ig in in 2010, the group has nav igated 
through styl ist ic expressions of jazz, instrumental 
hip hop, free improvisation and electronica whi lst 
establ ishing an iconic and dist inct sound.

The venue’s panoptic design arranged the crowd 
in a way that made the room seem occupied from 
wal l to wal l . Wel l-worn ’90s R&B radio hits played 

in the background as concertgoers found their spots 
and conversed amongst each other. At around 8:30 
p.m., San Marcos native London O’Connor took the 
stage with an arrangement of a ir y and whimsica l 
cuts from his debut a lbum O∆.  O’Connor’s lyr ics 
touched on themes of identity, expression and cre-
at iv ity. His c losing track, “Guts,” d ismantled the 
notion of a cookie-cutter l i festyle — confronting 
his suburban upbr inging with in-your-face lyr ic ism 
that is sure to provoke many k inds of thought. 

Former member of the Odd Future col lect ive, 
Hodg y, fol lowed O’Connor’s performance. Hodg y’s 
set was ominous and overf lowing with emotional ly 
charged verses as his raspy words v ivaciously f i l led 
the depth of the venue. Just behind the DJ booth, 
Hodg y’s 5 -year-old son, Trenton, peeked over its 
top dur ing his father’s set. The Cal ifornia rapper 
prov ided a plethora of songs from his debut LP, 
Fireplace: T heNotT heOtherSide,  and even performed 
a song over the instrumental of Kendr ick Lamar’s 

“Sing About Me.” 
I n t he g ap bet ween Hod g y ’s  set  a nd 

BA DBA DNOTGOOD, more quirky radio hits played 
in the background mi x. Attendees in a l l corners of 
the venue danced to the mi x as “In the A ir Tonight” 
by Phi l Col l ins boi led up into a c l ima x of irony and 
laughter. Then, Leland W hitty, the band ’s sa xo-
phonist, was f irst to take the stage, dancing toward 
the front as he played a rendit ion of The Champs’s 
“ Tequi la.” Short ly after, the rest of the band joined 
to f inish the song and commence their performance.

BA DBA DNOTGOOD kicked off their set with an 
i l lustr ious blend of unreleased or ig ina l composi-
t ion. The rest of the set was comprised predomi-
nant ly of tracks off the group’s latest a lbum, I V, 
though a few tracks from III  were performed as wel l . 
BBNG’s performance style is unique; their pecul iar-
ity compliments the intensity of their music in a 
way that is simultaneously exhi larating and easy-
going. Each song appeared to seamlessly blend into 
the next, most cuts last ing longer than 10 or 15 
minutes, respectively. I found myself dr ift ing into 
the depth of their music, confronted with dif f icu lty 
in identif y ing the margins of each track.

The band ’s performance of “K aleidoscope” was 
intoxicatingly memorable. Audience members sang 
a long with the centra l r if f of the track as the band ’s 
drummer, A lex Sow inski, led his bandmates into 
a c l imactic and sporadic peak. At the precipice of 
this peak, the pit condensed to ha lf its or ig ina l 
size unti l fans broke out into a near-mosh pit; some 
might f ind it odd to see people enjoy jazz music so 
v ivaciously. Sowinski ’s performance was thr i l l ing ; 
his char ismatic presence and tact ica l sk i l l postu-
lated a lov ing and humorous ambiance. 

I n  a d d it i o n  t o  mu s i c a l  e x h i b it i o n , 
BA DBA DNOTGOOD interacted quite a bit with the 
crowd. Band members encouraged the audience to 
raise their hands and reach toward the stage as 
they jokingly pretended to play catch with var ious 

attendees. W hitty, the band ’s newest member, was 
arguably the most fun out of them a l l . For the lat-
ter ha lf of the performance, the sa xophonist went 
barefoot whi lst parading out landish facia l expres-
sions and body language as he r ipped r ich notes on 
tenor sa x. 

At var ious points throughout the show, some 
members would simply leave the set and go back-
stage to grab a dr ink for a bit. Even something 
this overt and abnormal was dif f icu lt to pick up 
on as the remaining members fashioned such a fu l l 
and encapsulat ing sound on their ow n. The band ’s 
or ig ina l keyboardist , Matthew Tavares, has not 
performed with the group for some t ime. Instead, 
musician James Hi l l has toured with the group dur-
ing their latest st int on the road. A nd, a lthough 
many argue that the group is incomplete without 
the or ig ina l member, Hi l l held his ow n and incor-
porated a dist inct style into the outing. 

T he band ’s performance of “CS60,” the outro 
track from their third studio a lbum, was an ener-
get ic h igh l ight of t he show. T he instr umenta-
t ion slowly came into focus as deep sy nthesizers 
saturated the backdrop of the track unti l Sowinski 
began drumming. The hook of this cut sounds l ike 
something taken from the score of a blood-pumping 
thr i l ler f l ick. A n array of unique sounds certainly 
war ranted the animated head-bobbing that was 
reciprocated by the crowd.

A lthough BBNG may be character ized as a jazz 
band, the boundar ies of their sound do not by any 
means fa l l within the tradit ional conf ines of jazz 
as a genre. T he ever-i l lustr ious personal it ies of 
the band members exhibited one of the most ener-
getic l ive performances I have ever seen. It is no 
sur pr ise that this group has had the pr iv i lege of 
working with such prominent musica l inf luences as 
they have. Few bands can prov ide the same magni-
tude of excitement, confusion and eccentr ic ity as 
BA DBA DNOTGOOD.

Shy Girls and Culver Provide Warmth for Perfect Park
Making their way to Program Board’s long-awaited Friday concert, the acoustic covers of singer 

Culver and soulful jams of Shy Girls thawed the chill from Isla Vista
Jasmine Rodriguez 
Reporter

 The otherworldly presence of Shy Girls and Culver 
revived Friday’s star-saturated evening during I.V. 
Fourth Friday: Feels Fest. Not only was the lovely 
event musically catered, but A.S. Program Board also 
made sure to offer an interactive graffiti wall for any 
aspiring Basquiats to showcase their talents. The sleek 
acoustic set by the opening act, Culver, felt like the 
equivalent of a warm cup of coffee for the chilly night. 
The smooth production of Shy Girls set the night a 
f lare, the crowd graced with smiles at the romantic 
lyrics Dan Vidmar translated from his mind into the 
microphone. 
 The precedent performer of the night Culver from 
Orange County somewhat outshined the main act by 
displaying his ability to sing a slew of cover songs at 
the drop of a hat. Culver brought the sparse crowd 
together and eradicated the awkward atmosphere that 
permeated the audience. The narrative of his set list 
dealt with heartbreaking scenarios and offered the 
audience a perspective into Culver’s mind. The inti-
macy between Culver and the 40 or so members of 
the audience was instinctively felt, as people sniff led, 
maybe due to the frigid weather or the solace they 
found in the sorrow radiating from his lyrics. Second-
year biology major Chloe Anderson stated, “He [Culver] 
reminds me of an early Lewis Watson.” 
 A lengthy silence followed a round of applause after 
his third song of the night, in which Culver enthusias-
tically stated, “I’m gonna play yet another sad song!”

 The onslaught of emotional songs basked in honesty 
provided a deepened connection between the audience 
and Culver compared to how the night’s headliner, Shy 
Girls, decided to approach the crowd. Due to the late 
arrival of Shy Girls, Culver had to extend his set by 
15 minutes, in which he played Norah Jones and Tracy 
Chapman covers to keep the crowd attentive. 
 His rendition of Tracy Chapman’s “Fast Car” was 

halted as Culver respectively mentioned, “To be hon-
est with you guys I can’t finish the song because, I 
genuinely forgot some of the lyrics. I don’t want anyone 
beating me up for messing up this song.”
 The land of Portland conjures up beloved mental 
images of singer-songwriter Elliot Smith, the infamous 
feminist bookstore sketch in “Portlandia” and cold 
brew. Yet, the lovely Pacific Northwest town is also 
the origin of Dan Vidmar, the face of electronic R&B 
act Shy Girls. The performances of the night were split 
into two different factions, those of heartening ballads 
dealing with emotionally draining subject matter and 
those of entrancing dance melodies. 
 Shy Girls’ latest project, titled Salt, has Vidmar’s 
silky tenor radiating within refined percussion. The 
name “Shy Girls” might strike familiarity with the 
UCSB audience, as he lent his vocals to the previous 
Extravaganza headliner Odesza on the track “All We 
Need.” Vidmar’s R&B falsettos can easily be collaborated 
with the likes of Daniel Caesar or BADBADNOTGOOD 
to make a hit. The minimalism entrenched in Shy Girls’ 
sound only adds to the meticulously produced foggy 
ambiance. 
 Vidmar took the stage and, with a breathy voice, 
coaxed the crowd to come closer so he could see their 
faces. With a Lorde-like hand motion, Vidmar from 
Shy Girls truly immersed himself in the essence of 
atmospheric music. Atmospheric music can often be 
labeled as rather “boring” and “dull” if you’re not on a 
substance-induced high. Despite this, Shy Girls had the 
entirety of the crowd moving to their eclectic sound in 
ways reminiscent of Taylor Swift’s infamous dances. 
Only accompanied by his guitar player, Vidmar’s vocals 
became increasingly intriguing, as the instrumenta-
tion highlighted his presence on stage. The multifac-
eted track “Watercolor Dreams” from Shy Girls’ album 
Salt pays homage to Vidmar’s teenage years spent lis-
tening to Zeppelin and Pink Floyd. Straying from the 
safety net of the synth, Vidmar experiments with gui-
tar riffs and drums to intertwine rock elements with a 
song dedicated to painting the false facades of people 
in a relationship. The soulful edge brought by Vidmar’s 
guitar performance highlights the pop melodies of 
songs like “Say You Will ” and elicited a perpetual sway 
throughout the crowd. 

Chiara Smith, a political science major, stated, 
“Besides the lack of people in attendance, all the per-
formers put on great sets.” 
 Shy Girls concluded the night with an abstract 
performance of their hit “Second Heartbreak,” leav-
ing a magical numb feeling that resonated with the 
audience. Everyone walked home in a state of bliss 
from the live, soul-warming music they witnessed. 
If you ever need an escape from a house party play-
ing the same top-40 rap hits, support A.S. Program 
Board ’s First Fridays and witness outstanding artists 
at Perfect Park. 

The pit condensed to half its 
original size until fans broke 
out into a near-mosh pit; 
some might find it odd to 
see people enjoy jazz music 
so vivaciously. 

“
”

BBNG’s performance style 
is unique: their peculiarity 
compliments the intensity 
of their music in a way that is 
simultaneously exhilarating 
and easygoing. 

“
”

The performances of the 
night were split into two 
different factions, those of 
heartening ballads dealing 
with emotionally draining 
subject matter, and those of 
entrancing dance 
melodies. 

“

”
Courtesy of Shy Girls

WILLIAM EMMONS / DAILY NEXUS 



Thursday, March 2, 2017Daily Nexus 9Artsweek

‘Get Out’ Conveys a Message Within Horror
Christian Watts
Staff Writer

 “Get Out” served up the most fun that I ’ve had 
at the movies in a very long time. Not only is it an 
incredibly tense, r idiculously funny and shockingly 
unnerving f i lm, but it ’s a lso an immersive thri l l-
r ide. W hile the f i lm is surprisingly impressive, it ’s 
even more jaw-dropping when you consider that “Get 
Out” is Jordan Peele’s directorial debut. W hile Peele 
brings along his knack for humor, don’t be deceived; 
“Get Out” is intensely thri l l ing and insanely smart. 
It ’s the rare f i lm that’s a perfect mix of comedy and 
suspense, a l l the while remaining an absolute blast.

W hen his girlfr iend invites him to meet her fam-
ily, Chris, played by Daniel Kaluuya, decides to go, 
knowing al l too wel l the inevitable and uncomfort-
able topic of his skin tone. However, nothing could 
prepare him for what actual ly l ies at the Armitage 
homestead. Surrounded by el itist, white, upper-class 
citizens, African-American servants and heav y doses 
of passive-aggressive racism, Chris can’t help but 
feel an overwhelming desire to, wel l, get out. 

R ight out of the gate, “Get Out’ ’ opens with a 
perfect start that comfortably situates the audience 
into the unnerving, chuckled tone of the f i lm. With 
its simple setup and seemingly basic plot, the f i lm’s 
modest layout would normally signal a run-of-the-
mil l slasher f i lm. But, as time passes, its structure 
and narrative become increasingly layered and com-
plicated, proving that this movie is anything but 
your usual horror f l ick. There’s a c lear crescendo 
as the f i lm goes on, a r ise that leads to both a mad-

dening insanity and a worthwhile payoff. But this 
progression and escalation is so wel l-guided due to 
its intricate and layered plot that the f i lm succeeds 
where less intel l igent ones would fai l. The f i lm’s 
success l ies in the fact that it uses this intel l igent 
design for the purpose of entertainment. W hile sec-
tions of “Get Out” do address deeper and political ly 
sensitive topics, the f i lm never becomes a lecture on 
political awareness, nor does it ever forget its best 
quality: its abi l ity to entertain with gripping humor 
and suspenseful horror.

The most clever techniques in “Get Out” come 
from its attention to detai l and its investment in 
audience awareness. Peele has absolutely coated and 
smothered the f irst half of the f i lm with foreshadow-
ing. Long after you’ve left the theater, these once-
hidden detai ls and premonitions wil l begin to cl ick 
in your brain, a l lowing you to uncover aspects of the 
f i lm you weren’t original ly conscious of. This atten-
tion to detai l makes “Get Out” the kind of movie you 
can watch over and over again without ever getting 
bored. This technique is mostly found in Peele’s 
often tongue-in-cheek scr ipt. Dialogue is r iddled 
with references and coded words that stand out l ike 
a sore thumb. In the paranoid setting, you begin to 
question even the smallest detai ls. Nearly every l ine 
seems to have a hidden meaning, and by the end of 
the f i lm, the scr ipt ’s payoff is nearly mind-blowing. 
It ’s jam-packed with so many hidden goodies that 
it would be nearly impossible to grab everything on 
the f irst go. “Get Out” definitely warrants multiple 
v iewings.

The same attention to detai l can be found in the 
f i lm’s sound design. W hile the score is a bit lack-
luster and often fal ls to the background, the sound 
design ends up by playing an integral role in both 
the narrative and the immersive nature of the f i lm. 
Distinct sounds wil l begin to stand out and change 
meaning as the f i lm goes on, playing into both the 
plot and the characters’ personalities. It sounds a 
bit complicated, but it works so seamlessly and on 
so many levels without much effort on behalf of the 
audience. 

These tr icks and techniques transform “Get Out” 
into some kind of participatory mystery-thri l ler. It ’s 
l ike the movie begs the audience to solve its puzzle. 
A l l the pieces are there for you to f igure it out, you 
just need to pay attention to the detai led clues. And 
that’s part of what makes “Get Out” so much fun; its 

engagement of the audience. However, as much as 
you try to f igure it a l l out, the f i lm’s shocking twists 
wil l surprise even the most careful observer.

The film also closely follows the protagonist, rare-
ly showing us something that he hasn’t seen himself. 
It ’s in this connection to Chris that the film relays 
most of its humor and suspense. The most horrifying 
moments are to be found when the camera lingers on 
a single shot, refusing to cut away. Like Chris, we are 
forced to helplessly watch as some terrifying force 
comes running straight toward us without any breaks. 
It ’s a refreshing step away from the jump-scare. 
Taking advantage of its incredible sound design, this 
kind of experience also occurs in the much-advertised 
hypnosis scene in the film. I won’t give anything away, 
but I can tell you that it ’s been a long time since I’ve 
felt that uncomfortable while watching a movie. The 
rhythmic and nerve-wracking sounds force you to 
experience Chris’s stress almost too well. 

As a character, Chris’s calm demeanor can some-
times come off as a bit bland. But this reserved 
performance seems more intentional, displaying his 
ability to deal with the constant racism that’s thrown 

his way. He just isn’t fazed by it anymore, and his 
indifference is quite humorous. It also helps us to 
identify more with his character, as if we are vicari-
ously experiencing his horror. While the other actors 
and actresses generally do a good job, there are some 
definite standouts. Lil Rel Howery, who plays Rod, is 
by far the comedic showstopper. His insight into the 
crazy events is hilarious and always brings the tone of 
the film back to comedy. But when it comes to horror, 
the scene-stealer here is the unnerving and troubled 
Georgina, played by Betty Gabriel. Her facial expres-
sions and peeled-back smile are enough to make you 
shudder. Paired with close-up shots that are too much 
to look at and line delivery that is absolutely haunt-
ing, Georgina is sure to become a contemporary — 
and someday classic — movie “monster.”

But as far as monsters go, there is no bigger v i l-
lain here than racism. W hile this review won’t go too 
far into detai l, it is worth mentioning how political ly 
relevant most of the f i lm is. As expressed above, the 
f i lm always maintains a l ighthearted and entertain-
ing demeanor, but its acknowledgement of the issue 
of racia l microaggression and even the pr inciple 
of eugenics is something to stop and think about. 
Rarely does this become too overbearing, as the 
microaggression within the f i lm ranges from clever 
and subtle to overly blatant and straight to uncom-
fortably hi lar ious. 

W hat is perhaps most terr ify ing about Jordan 
Peele’s “Get Out” is that its f ictional world is only 
a small satir ical step away from the one we l ive in. 
Aside from its relevant social cr itiques, the f i lm 
stands foremost as an immensely fun and engag-
ing feature. It ’s nearly impossible to f ind anything 
wrong with “Get Out,” which explains its incredible 
success with the cr itics. I can’t think of a single per-
son who wouldn’t have a fun time seeing this f i lm. 
W hile it ’s not the be-al l-end-al l Kubrick masterpiece 
that some people are claiming, it is, however, l ikely 
to be the most fun you wil l have at the movies for a 
very long time.

With a coveted perfect rating on Rotten Tomatoes, the suspenseful film takes a new approach 
at confronting racism in modern-day America

Long after you’ve left the 
theater, these once-hidden 
details and premonitions will 
begin to click in your brain, 
allowing you to uncover 
aspects of the film you weren’t 
originally conscious of. 

“

”

The film always maintains 
a lighthearted and 
entertaining demeanor, but 
its acknowledgement of the 
issue of racial microagression 
and even the principle of 
eugenics is something to 
stop and think about. 

“

”
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Pineapple Pizza Discourse
Are you pro-pineapple? 

On The Menu wants to know!

Yes    No 

Khuyen Nguyen 
Reporter

I’m sure all you Isla Vista 
residents have heard of The Loop, 
but I’m not here to talk about the 
apartment complex. I’m here to 
talk about something better than 
apartments. I’m here to talk about 
dessert. Churros with ice cream, to 
be exact.

Churros and ice cream are two 
desserts that are delicious when you 
eat them separately, but when you 
combine them, they are 10 times 
better. Anyone who knows me knows 
that I love dessert. Whenever I scroll 
through my Facebook, I always see 
numerous Business Insider videos 
that introduce new dessert stores 
all over the country, but I never 
knew that there’s one a few miles 
down the street from my home in 
Westminster. From then, I started 
to notice the pictures on Instagram 
and multiple Snapchat stories, and 
this has encouraged me to join in 
on this trend. I was so ecstatic to 
finally be able to try this confection. 
THE LOOP: Handcrafted Churros is a 
bustling sweet shop that sells churros 
over ice cream with various toppings. 
Walking into this store, I was as 
excited as a kid in a candy store! I 
noticed the line loop around the 
store, and in my head I was thinking, 
“No wonder this place is called the 
loop!” However, the line moved a 
lot faster than what I expected. The 
churros that are served here are 
not your typical churros. They are 
handcrafted, meaning that the shape 
of the churros were made into the 
loop by hand. With this, you have 
the option of enjoying them in three 
ways: dipped, glazed or chilled.

Because there are so many 
options, you might be wondering 
how to actually order this. The Loop 
is not the stereotypical read-off-
the-menu type of establishment. At 
The Loop, you get to customize your 
order to your own liking. Under each 
category, there are five f lavors that 
you can pick from. Dipped, meaning 
that your churros can be dipped in 
five different sauces: strawberry, 
tiramisu, cookie butter, nutella or 
dulce de leche. You can also glaze 
your churros with matcha crunch, 
cookies and cream, choco crunch, 
sprinkle berry or speculoop.  Along 
with that, The Loop adds various 
toppings onto the churros, such 
as fruity pebbles, crushed Oreos, 
almonds, sprinkles, etc. Lastly, you 

can choose to chill it in soft serve 
ice creams with either caramel pop, 
cookies and cream, cheesey berry, 
choco puff or double butter. Along 
with these options, their signature 
churro tops off this aesthetic looking 
dessert. The amount of options they 
have here is ridiculous. Because I am 
a very indecisive person, it took me 
a while to decide what I wanted, but 
I settled for a glazed matcha crunch 
churro with cookies and cream soft 
serve. 
       Right before I took my first bite, I 
remembered that I have to update my 
Snapchat and take various pictures 
for my social media to let people 
know that I have finally hopped 
on this bandwagon. The pictures 
came out amazing; they were good 
enough for the Instagram post that 
I was aiming for. But what about 
the taste? This is the moment that I 
had been waiting for after months! 
I took my first bite. To my surprise, 
the taste of the dessert was a big 
disappointment; the exact opposite 
of how it looks. Even though the 
outside is very appealing, it doesn’t 
change the fact that the churro 
itself was not delicious. The whole 
appeal of a churro is its cinnamon-y, 
crispy, warm taste. However, The 
Loop churro is very thin, crunchy 
and borderline hard. The multiple 
layers of extra toppings take away 
the original taste of the churro; 
in fact, all you can taste is the 
excessive amount of sugar. I felt as 
if I was just eating plain rock sugar. 
I imagined that the churros would 
melt in my mouth after being dipped 
in ice cream but instead, it was just 
a combination of cinnamon and 
excessive sweetness.  

The idea of combining churros 
with soft serve is fantastic, but 
I don’t think that it is worth $5, 
especially when the churro itself 
is not delicious. In fact, you can 
actually recreate this for half the 
price. Just grab a $1 churro and a 
small cup of soft serve non-fat yogurt 
at Costco, and there you have it. Your 
own do-it-yourself soft serve topped 
with churros. Like the old saying, 
“All that glitters is not gold,” The 
Loop is a perfect example. Although 
the visual component of the dessert 
is unique and impressive, the taste 
was lacking. If you are looking for 
delicious churros, The Loop is not 
the place to go. However, if you are 
looking for a cute or aesthetic photo 
for Instagram, this place is perfect 
place. 

More Than Meets the Rice Here’s the Inside 
Scoop The Loop

KhuYeN NguYeN / DAilY Nexus 

Ana Bui
Reporter

Coming from a Vietnamese family, a rice 
cooker in the kitchen was just as essential as 
pots and pans. Since I was so accustomed to hav-
ing a rice cooker that always had rice in it every 
day, I honestly have expected nothing from a 
rice cooker other than rice. 

Entering college, one thing I was always 
curious about was whether people were really 
living off of cup noodles and microwaved foods. 
I was pretty surprised when I met a girl who had 
an interesting way of catering all her meals. I 
remember visiting her apartment for the first 
time, and my eye caught something that really 
made me feel at home. She had a goddamn rice 
cooker. To be frank, I laughed at the fact that she 
brought a rice cooker with her to college, but who 
could blame her? Rice is pretty important. 

Every time I visited her, I noticed she was 
using that rice cooker for everything. She was 
making pasta, eggs and she even found a recipe 
to make cake. That rice cooker provided her with 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and even freaking des-
sert. With a kitchen appliance I thought I was so 
familiar with, I was really shocked at how she 
was using a rice cooker to not make rice.

Upon my newfound discovery, I realized how 
quick and versatile a rice cooker is, and you can 
easily find one for less than $30; my friend got 
hers for $25. I’ve grown to enjoy joining my 
friend in experimenting with her rice cooker 
and seeing what kind of random meals we could 
make. Some are just straight-up food hacks for 
lazy people like myself, and some recipes take a 
bit more effort but are still cool. I mean, doesn’t 
saying you made chicken curry with a rice cooker 
sound kind of awesome?

Based on the things I’ve seen my friend make 
and the recipes we’ve found online, here are 
some of my favorite rice cooker tricks. 

Boiled Eggs
Add a cup of water into the cooker and set 

the egg(s) on top of a steam basket (included in 
most rice cooker models). Cook for 20 minutes. If 
your model doesn’t include a steam basket, what 
I usually do is cook my eggs and rice together so 
that I have a full meal. 

Steamed Vegetables
If you do have a steam basket, you can also 

add steamed vegetables with rice for a full meal. 
The process is just like boiling eggs: Fill the rice 
bowl with water, then cook the veggies on the 
basket. Add seasoning if you so choose.

Pasta 
Add your pasta into the rice cooker if you 

have shaped pasta. For spaghetti or linguine, 
break the dry pasta in half. Add water and sauce, 
then cook. If it still feels uncooked, add more 
water and stir until fully cooked. If you want 
meat in your pasta, cook your choice of meat in 
the rice cooker before the pasta. 

“Pancakes”
Okay, they won’t look like pancakes, but 

they’ll still taste like pancakes. Pour two (or 
fewer) cups of pancake mix into the rice cooker 
and let it cook. Feel free include add-ons like 
chocolate chips. 

Chicken Curry  
Ingredients: 
2 tbsp. oil 
1 cup chopped onions 
1 tbsp. minced garlic 
2 tbsp. curry powder 
2 cups of water 
8 oz. tomato sauce 
8 oz. jambalaya mix 
1 lb. boneless skinless chicken (cut into small 1 
in. cubes) 
¾  cup yogurt 
⅓ cup chopped cashews 
½ golden raisins 

Yield: 4 servings
 
Directions: Set the cooker on cook and add 
oil, onions and garlic. Cook and stir for 5 min-
utes. Add curry powder and cook and stir for 
2 minutes. Then, add water, tomato sauce, 
Jambalaya mix, raisins and the chicken in, 
and mix the ingredients. By this time, the 
rice cooker will have switched from “Cook” 
to “Keep Warm.” Hit the cook button again 
and add yogurt. When you are done cooking, 
sprinkle the cashews over your chicken curry.  
Courtesy of Demandy from food.com

Chocolate Cake 
Ingredients:  
1 ½ cups white flour  
½ cup white sugar 
4 tbsp. powdered chocolate 
½ tsp. salt 
½ tsp. cinnamon 
¼ tsp. double-acting baking powder 
6 tbsp. oil 
½ tsp. vanilla extract 
1 tbsp. vinegar 
1 cup water 
 
Yield: 12 servings. 
 
Directions: First mix the dry ingredients, then 
add all the wet ingredients. Mix for about a 
minute so that the batter is smooth, and pour 
it into the greased rice cooker. Cook for a total 
of 60 minutes (Hit the cook button again until 
it’s been an hour because it will set to “Keep 
Warm”). To check if it’s ready, stick a toothpick 
in, and make sure it comes out clean. Once 
you’re done, add the toppings of your choice.  
Courtesy of circle3 from food.com

Chicken Chili
Ingredients:  
1 lb. ground chicken 
1 can black beans 
1 can kidney beans 
1 tsp. chili powder 
1 tbsp. tomato paste 
1 cup tomato sauce 
Chili seasoning (your choice) 
2 tsp. dried oregano 
Salt 
Pepper
 
Directions: Add the ground chicken into the rice 
cooker. Once fully cooked, drain the excess fat and 
add the beans, tomato sauce and tomato paste. 
Stir, then add all the seasonings and let it simmer.  
Courtesy of Nisa Cochran

To conclude, I have greatly underestimated 
what the rice cooker has to offer; it is so much 
more than its name. It can do so much more 
than just cook rice. Pots and pans are cool, 
but give the rice cooker a shot. Whatever you 
choose to make with it, all it takes is the click 
of a button. 

PeYTON sTOTelMYRe / DAilY Nexus

learn how to be creative and get the most out of your rice cooker
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Stop! Hammer Time

From left to right are mechanical engineering graduate student, Luke Patterson, professors Kimberely Foster and Megan Valentine 
and Adele Doyle, Ph.D. These researchers cooperated with industrial partner Owl Biomedical to create the microHammer.

Courtesy of Megan Valentine

Jacqueline Wen
Staff Writer

Typically, the thought of deliberately destroying brain 
cells is often associated with a negative event, but not in 
the case of the microHammer. 

In order to observe how impact affects neural stem 
cells, scientists at UC Santa Barbara are using the world’s 
smallest hammer to smash brain cells. 

Part of the federal Brain Research through Advancing 
Innovative Neurotechnologies (B.R.A.I.N.) Initiative and 
funded by the National Science Foundation, the study’s 
emphasis is to understand how mechanical forces affect 
neural stem cells as well as other types of brain cells at a 
cellular level. These signals are critical as they determine 
cell differentiation, are responsible for beginning wound 
healing in healthy and are misregulated in diseases, in-
cluding cancer. 

While mechanical forces are known to impact cells, sci-
entists have yet to learn the specifics of how individual 
cells react to them. A major limitation had been the in-
ability to reliably apply pressure or impact on them.

That’s where the μHammer, or microHammer, a mi-
croscale machine that applies controlled forces to indi-
vidual cells, comes into play. 

“With the microHammer, we expect to gain fundamen-
tally new insight into the causes and progress of brain 
injuries due to trauma,” Megan Valentine, associate pro-
fessor of mechanical engineering at UC Santa Barbara 
and associate director of the California NanoSystems In-
stitute, said. 

Along with UCSB researchers Kimberly Foster, Adele 
Doyle, research student Luke Patterson and industrial 
partner Owl Biomedical, Valentine will use the micro-
Hammer on individual neural progenitors, or stem cells 
in the brain. Eventually, they hope to test the microHam-
mer on neurons and neural tissue. 

“Our method will allow us to study the role of force 
and impact on large numbers of individual cells with ex-
tremely high precision, and [it] will allow us to track the 
cell-level changes over time.  No other technology has 
this capability,” Valentine said. 

The microHammer is modeled after cell-sorting com-
pany Owl Biomedical, a biotech company developed to 
guide cells through multiple microfluidic channels, often 
used for medical diagnostics. 

Able to produce significantly higher forces and faster 
impact cycles than could be exerted by previous technol-
ogy, the microHammer will help the researchers to bet-

ter understand the effects of blast-type trauma and other 
rapid, high-energy injuries to the brain. 

“The microHammer allows us to study the physical, 
chemical and biological changes that occur when cells are 
subjected to mechanical loading, ranging from small per-
turbations to high-force, high-speed impacts,” Valentine 
said. “By building these tools onto microfluidic devices, 
we can leverage a host of on-chip diagnostics and imaging 
tools and can collect the cells after testing, which enables 
longer term studies.”

In addition to advancing insight into the causes and prog-
ress of trauma-produced brain injuries, according to Valen-
tine, the tools developed through the B.R.A.I.N. Initiative 
will have broad applications to other cell and tissue types, 
and they can potentially transform researchers’ conception 
of how cells process and respond to force-based signals. 

Although the project is still in its infancy, the knowledge 
gleaned from the experiments could help develop more ef-
fective treatment methods for such conditions as Alzheim-
er’s disease and traumatic brain injury. 

“We are currently working to fully characterize the device 
to understand what type, magnitude and duration of load-
ing is possible. Preliminary measurements on mechanically-
disrupted cells are underway, and we hope to start our first 
measurements with neural stem cells soon,” Valentine said.

The microHammer allows 
us to study the physical, 
chemical and biological 
changes that occur when 
cells are subjected to 
mechanical loading , ranging 
from small perturbations 
to high-force, high-speed 
impacts.

“

”- MEGAN VALENTINE
Above is the microHammer, a cellular scale machine built to strike neural progenitors to elicit a response that will be studied. It is 
currently undergoing characterization, where researchers are experimenting with magnitudes of forces that can be applied.  

Courtesy of Valentine Lab

Greater Success for Students with Learning 
Disabilities Linked to Applied S.T.E.M. 

Jacqueline Wen
Staff Writer

If yet more proof was needed to emphasize the importance of science, 
technology, engineering and math (S.T.E.M.), two UC Santa Barbara re-
searchers have determined that taking applied S.T.E.M. courses benefits 
students with learning disabilities in their educational paths. 

In conducting their study, Ph.D. graduate student Jay Plasman and Mi-
chael Gottfried, Plasman’s advisor and associate professor at UC Santa 
Barbara’s Gervitz Graduate School of Education, analyzed a national data 
set published by the U.S. Department of Education. Called the Education 
Longitudinal Study of 2002 (ELS:2002), the data contains over 9,000 high 
school sophomores’ transcripts, details their actions after high school and 
indicates if they had learning disabilities or what type of individualized 
education plan they were under. 

In their evaluation, Plasman and Gottfried assessed whether these class-
es affected the graduation rate of high schoolers with learning disabilities, 
including if they helped prevent students from dropping out or increased 
their enrollment in postsecondary education and if it was associated in any 
way with their overall math test scores. 

“We looked at the idea of this specific set of Career and Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) courses, applied S.T.E.M., which includes things like informa-
tion technology, computer information sciences, engineering technologies 

and how the design of those courses might specifically benefit students 
with learning disabilities,” Plasman said.

Applied S.T.E.M. falls under one of the 16 Career Clusters under CTE 
developed as an organizing tool for curriculum instruction. Tailored to sup-
port students in discovering their interests, it is intended to help them 
choose the educational pathway that will lead to success in high school and 
beyond. 

“Typical courses that might be considered applied S.T.E.M. would be, 
like, an introduction to computer programming [class] or a computer-aided 
drafting course that would fall under the engineering technologies,” Plas-
man said. “So those [are] kinds of courses that you still have to use logical 
thinking, but they also kind of focus on these problem-solving skills and 
really give you these practical skills that you can use beyond high school as 
well.” 

While any student gains from taking applied S.T.E.M. courses, the pair 
concluded that doing so is extra advantageous for students with learning 
disabilities. This is likely due to how these courses are constructed, which 
overlaps with optimal learning conditions for students with learning dis-
abilities. 

“A lot of the accommodations that are recommended for students with 
learning disabilities are very similar to kind of what happens in those class-
es,” Plasman said. “The way these specific types of courses are designed, 
they’re meant to really be hands-on and applied learning and really make a 
connection between the practical and the theoretical.

Plasman and Gottfried found that S.T.E.M. courses utilize different 
teaching styles that often help students with learning disabilities under-
stand the material better. Their article is now published in the journal Edu-
cational Policy. 

“There are different learning styles; you need to not just lecture at kids, 
you have to allow them to do things as well,” Plasman said. “And you should 
allow them to be more involved with direct learning and kind of encom-
pass all those different aspects into the course. Applied S.T.E.M. courses 
are designed so that they do allow the students to really get these applicable 
skills.” 

In the ELS:2002 sample, approximately six percent of participants identi-
fied as having a learning disability, Plasman and Gottfried calculated that 
compared to the 12 percent probability of dropout for students with learn-
ing disabilities who did not take applied S.T.E.M. courses, those who did 
had a two percent chance. 

Additionally, the research ended up being predictive of increased college-
going behavior. For students with learning disabilities who took applied 
S.T.E.M. classes, the chances of going to college immediately after complet-
ing high school were 2.35 times greater than for those who did not. Within 
two years of high school graduation, they were still 2.23 times likely to 
enroll in college. 

Having completed this study, Plasman and Gottfried continue to work 
on projects within CTE and applied S.T.E.M. A possible new focus for their 
studies on students with learning disabilities is tracking their academic be-
havior after high school. 

“We haven’t yet looked at what happens after college so that’s something 
that we considered and we may do in the future. We haven’t looked to see 
what kinds of jobs they get after that,” Plasman said. 

As of now, the researchers have shifted their attention to not only stu-
dents with learning disabilities, but broadly all students, and are examin-
ing how CTE can help pupils graduate on time based on when in their high 
school career they took these courses. 

“So did [applied S.T.E.M. classes] make more of a difference if they took 
[them] early in high school or more of a difference if they took [them] later 
in high school?” Plasman said. “We’re also looking at how directly CTE in 
high school connects to whether or not they continue taking these CTE 
courses in college and postsecondary [education].”

Above is an applied S.T.E.M. coursework taxonomy. IT is infomation technolgy and SRE is scientific research and engineering. Through their research, 
Gottfried and Plasman found two types of S.T.E.M. coursework that helped students with learning diabilities succeed in highs school and college.

Courtesy of Educational Policy There are different learning styles; 
you need to not just lecture at kids, 
you have to allow them to do things 
well.  And you should allow them 
to be more involved with direct 
learning and kind of encompass 
all those different aspects into the 
course. Applied S.T.E.M. courses 
are designed so that they do allow 
the students to really get these 
applicable skills. 

“

”- JAY PLASMAN
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OPINION

Appearances matter, and they persist in the ways we 
make judgments about the people around us. For instance, 
when I was shopping at Albertsons, a man standing behind 
me in line asked if I was from China. When I said no, he 
asked if I was from Nepal. It’s an innocent question, but 
the idea that his very first question was about my ethnicity 
supports the implication that even near a university, a site 
where people from diverse backgrounds often congregate, 
it’s easy to reduce people into simple categories. “Don’t judge 
a book by its cover” is certainly a cliché, but the fact remains 
that outside appearances can make us view people through 
unfocused lenses.

The same reasoning applies to conversations regarding 
the media. Back in April 2016, Constance Wu, star of the TV 
series “Fresh off the Boat,” wrote a scathing Twitter post on 
“The Great Wall,” calling the movie a “white savior” film for 
casting Matt Damon as the leading role. When I first saw the 
trailer, I agreed with Wu’s sentiment. I definitely wondered 
why Damon was being cast in a film about the Great Wall 
of China. However, after watching the film, I realized I 
was completely wrong. The whitewashing or white savior 

narrative claims are unsubstantiated. The film makes a self-
conscious effort not to portray Matt Damon as a hero. Yet, 
Wu’s post garnered 15,000 retweets and 24,000 comments 
for trying to criticize a movie that had a large Chinese and 
American film crew and attempted to combine a Western 
perspective (Damon’s character) with Chinese culture (the 
setting of the story). That is not to say whitewashing is 
not a problem in Hollywood casting. According to the the 
Bunche Center at UCLA, “Minorities claimed 12.9 percent 
of the lead roles in the 163 films examined for 2014, down 
from 16.7 percent in 2013 ... they were underrepresented 
by a factor of nearly 3 to 1 among lead roles in the films 
examined for that year.” But there are many other potential 
films people can target for potential whitewashing, such 
as “Avatar the Last Airbender.” These are the films Asian 
Americans could use as rallying points to fight against 
whitewashing, and speaking out against these films could 
potentially inspire a major Hollywood film director to 
take a chance and cast an Asian American as the lead role. 
Although that chance is unlikely, I think it’s wrong to call 
“The Great Wall” a white savior film because that would be 

an unfair portrayal of the movie. In some ways, that is just 
as bad as whitewashing, since the act of whitewashing helps 
create an unfair representation of minorities in film.

Appearances don’t just affect jobs or other peoples’ 
perceptions; they can also affect our own identities. I grew 
up in a neighborhood that was predominantly Asian, so 
I feel more self-aware about the color of my skin here at 
UCSB. Although I perceive myself as Chinese-American, 
other people seem to perceive me as simply Asian. It’s as 
if we’re thrown into a box that isn’t large enough to fit the 
different cultures, backgrounds and values that represent 
what is really inside. Feeling shy isn’t something that I’m 
attributing to this new environment, but I would be lying 
to myself if I didn’t say that it didn’t have a subtle effect 
on my personality. I do feel slightly out of place and more 
self-conscious about myself based on what I believe other 
people are thinking about me. And even though I have 
not experienced any sort of discrimination here based on 
my race, I can only imagine what it is like for minorities 
elsewhere. 

Even though it might seem trivial, slight changes in 
appearance can have far-reaching effects. Fighting for a 
minority figure to play a lead role in a movie might not 
seem too important at first, but given enough exposure and 
traction, the movie could shift the way society perceives 
that minority. Just like how the Star Wars franchise has 
influenced modern culture today, another impactful film 
could shape societal values in the future — a future where 
minorities may no longer have to grow up feeling trapped by 
the stereotypes the media has placed on them.

The media, as a tool for sharing information, is powerful 
and its ability to validate people’s opinions while causing 
others to reevaluate theirs should not be taken lightly. Wu’s 
post speaks volumes about the importance of understanding 
different perspectives before throwing support for one side 
over another. Granted, many people are very busy, but it’s 
still important to be aware of the effect a limited amount of 
knowledge can have on one’s opinion, especially when that 
opinion could affect someone else.

Parry Dong hopes for a positive shift in the future of media 
representation of Asian-Americans 
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 Avoid the library this week and find a 
cool new study space no one else has heard 
of. Venture downtown or into the depths of 
Goleta, but do not for any reason tell anyone 
about this glorious space you have found.

You know your TA is a tough grader 
when you know someone with a different 
TA who did a crap job and got a 90 
percent. Show them you mean business 
by writing a lengthy email about a 
reevaluation. It’s better in the long run.

This week is officially the last week you 
can relax before dead week and finals 
week. Treat yo’self by picking a new show 
to binge watch and order food from that 
one place nobody goes to in the UCen.

Spring break is less than a month 
away. I don’t think you heard me: 
Spring. Break. Is less than. A month. 
Away. Try to really work on your abs by 
ordering Freebirds at least once a day.

Nachos are in your future. During your mid-
lecture daydream, begin planning out your 
night to schedule in your visit to Freebirds. 
Better yet, decide what you’re getting on 
them now so you don’t have to make any 
snap decisions at the front of the line.

Take a day and get the meal outside of 
I.V. you’ve been thinking about for the 
past week. After the stressful week you’ve 
had, you deserve it, no matter the expense.

 Honestly, you’re sick of everything 
your roommate does. It’s halfway into the 
year and everything they do bothers you. 
Take some time off by making a hut by the 
beach and living there instead for the rest 
of the year. You’ll thank me later; I promise. 

Don’t underestimate the power of a 
bed that’s been made. Just when you 
feel like your life is falling apart, you 
will look at your nicely made bed and 
realize just what you are capable of doing.

Target withdrawals are real and you 
are experiencing them. Pray for at least 
30 minutes every day this week that 
Santa Barbara will receive a Target. 
Then go online and shop exclusively 
at Target for all your basic necessities.

The ocean is five minutes away from your 
house and you probably don’t take advantage 
of that. No matter how busy your upcoming 
week may be, take a minute on your walk to 
the library to enjoy nature and avoid insanity.

Take a long, hard look at your life. 
Then look at your fridge. These things are 
closely related. A full fridge equals a full 
and happy person; it’s just basic math.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Take advantage of everything UCSB 
has to offer by taking a trip to that one 
restroom with the beach view. Surely 
you can’t be paying thousands of dollars 
a year for non-beach-view restrooms. 

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19Combating the Full Stomach Phenomenon:

Creating Intersections Between Race and 
Environmentalism

The Media’s Relationship with Our Identity: 
An Asian-American Perspective

Sebastianne Kent

Fighting for a minority figure to 
play a lead role in a movie might 
not seem too important at first, 
but given enough exposure 
and traction, the movie could 
shift the way society perceives 
that minority.                              ”

“

PEYTON STOTELMYRE / DAILY NEXUS

In environmental sciences, the full stomach phenomenon 
explains the appearance of environmental values when 
everything else in society is going smoothly. People can slow 
down and think about the planet when their basic needs are 
met, when wars aren’t causing turmoil and when the day-to-
day struggle simmers down a bit. That is when environmental 
legislation is signed and when environmental problems 
become part of the public consciousness. 

As the events continue to unfold after the recent 
inauguration, it feels as though the world is being 
pulled apart by tiny, tenacious threads. 
Every day brings a swath of new policies 
and measures that threaten the lives 
and livelihoods of myself and the people 
I care about in my nuanced, progressive, 
liberal bubble. I’ve made decisions about 
my body based on the president in office, 
and I know I’m one of many young women to 
do so. It’s a reality that feels augmented. I’ve had 
to change the scope of my dreams and gear myself 
up for a road more fraught with obstacles than I had 
anticipated (and I had already anticipated obstacles).

However, throughout all of the horror I see around me 
and the perturbation of my daily life, I take comfort in the 
ingenuity and resilience of the human race. We’ve oppressed 
and maligned each other, and we’ve changed the face of our 
planet. We’ve created and destroyed regimes and religions 
and have left scars that will remain for centuries yet. But 
we persevere as a species and are actually in one of the most 
peaceful periods in human history. 

What terrifies me is what’ll happen to the Earth itself. We 
live in a myth of inexhaustibility, happily wasting resources 
while blissfully unaware that the lifestyles of people in 
developed countries would require four Earths to support 
the human race if everyone lived the way Americans do. The 
United States continues to debate the existence of climate 

change while other countries are literally sinking, and we 
deny anthropogenic sources of climate change despite us 
being the second largest polluter in the world behind China, 
who internalizes our manufacturing and part of whose 
emissions could in fact be argued as ours. 

Every moment of every single day, harmful substances 
are getting belched into the atmosphere, and the majority 
of us don’t 
learn about or think about this fact on a daily basis. 

The scientific community has long since come to a 
consensus that climate change will happen, is happening and 

would continue to do so even if our belching of chemicals 
into  the atmosphere stopped right this instant. 

The question isn’t an “if,” it’s how quickly we can adjust to 
changing climates while avoiding large-scale loss of human 
life. 

Walking the tightrope of identity between 
environmentalism and race has made for an interesting life 
experience thus far. I reflexively look around my classes 
on the first day of the quarter for other black students 
and students of color. There are almost always so few I 
can count us on one hand. Issues of environmental justice 
and environmental racism rarely surface, and even though 
the fight for equality inherently includes the fight for 
access to clean air, water and open space, environmentalists 
can often neglect racism (especially in the overwhelmingly 

white, yet enlightening, UCSB classes). Conversations about 
racism among black students seldom involve exposure to 
harmful chemicals and the effects of climate change and 
environmental degradation which manifest themselves 
much more frequently in communities of color.

Trump’s election and the subsequent events have felt like 
a call to action for many of us. Facebook activism is giving 
way to real activism and thank the secular gods for that. But 
as someone who identifies as an environmentalist, and as a 
person of color, I assert that you can’t sit on one side of the 
aisle anymore. Politics have ceased to be political and are now 
more about whether you support or deny basic civil liberties 
and care for the Earth we walk upon. It’s no longer enough to 
just support the cause you think most immediately affects 
you because they all do. 

Multiple studies have shown that education of women 
and access to contraception and reproductive services 
including abortion is the best way to reduce population 
and increase overall well-being in society. Population is 
widely acknowledged as the root cause of many of our 
environmental problems. If you’re a woman of color, you’re 

statistically more likely to be disproportionately affected 
by environmental issues that cause health problems, 
and due to income inequality, you’re less likely to be 

in an economic position where you can just move 
and get to an area in which those problems are 

less prevalent. The chain of connection between 
these multifaceted and complex issues is long 

and would take not just an article but 
a whole series of books to explain. 

The academic community has been 
in uproar, cranking out articles that 
discuss the intersection of feminism 

and environmentalism. 
Black Lives Matter has stood with 

Standing Rock activists, and stalwart 
environmental organizations like the Sierra 

Club have come out in support of Planned 
Parenthood and Women’s March advocates that emphasize the 
need for female voices of color in the collective conversation. 
The lines are blurred, and if you’re only standing on one side, 
you’re not on the right one. 

Unfortunately, we can’t all change the world tomorrow. 
But I’ve always held that true revolutions come from within, 
and the first thing you can do is change yourself. If you call 
yourself “woke” but don’t separate your recycling properly, 
you’re propagating a lack of awareness that is palpable on the 
national level. If you’re a woman who identifies as a feminist 
but negates the voices of black women who try to voice their 
woes, you’re a detriment to the movement as a whole. It’s 
time to stand up and take a stand collectively — and for the 
good of all of us — because good for the sum is good for the 
components as well. 

Sebastianne Kent wants you to walk the activist walk in more 
ways than one. 

ASHLEA VEDDER / DAILY NEXUS 
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