
NEXUSDAILY
UNIVERSIT Y OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018 w w w.dailynexus.com

SPORTS

page 6

SCIENCE
page  11

Debris 
Flow into 
Montecito

Weather Report

Surf Report

Sunny

High 60°F | Low 40°F
Temperatures hitting low 60s this weekend

Fair
Steep swells all day

Men’s 
tennis on 
the road 

ARTSWEEK

page 8

Black 
panther 
leaps its way 
to the top

 A 
LOOK 
INSIDE

Sexual Assault Report Card Stuck in Limbo

Shomik Mukherjee
News Editor

A project to track sexual assault in Isla Vista 
hasn’t gotten off the ground in nine months, even after 
a high-ranking university official referred to it as “in 
progress.”

The sexual assault “report card” is one of 12 
demands that UC Santa Barbara administrators agreed 
to address in May 2017 after a student sit-in. But so far, 
neither the university nor the local government has 
started to work on it. 

The demand calls for the university to “work with 
the Isla Vista Community Services District to develop 
a report card… for behaviors and education surround-
ing rape and sexual assault in Isla Vista.” 

At the town hall, Vice Chancellor of Student 
Affairs Margaret Klawunn featured the report card in 
a slideshow documenting the progress made on the 
demands. In the slideshow, the report card was listed 
as “in progress.” 

But the university did not contact I.V. CSD President 
Ethan Bertrand about the report card until Tuesday 
night.

“The CSD looks forward to working with the 
university on these continued efforts, but at this 
point there has not been a partnership on that front,” 
Bertrand told the Nexus after the Feb. 12 CSD meeting. 

Klawunn said she was under the impression 
that the CSD was working directly with students 
on the report card. 

“It had come up at one of the meetings that 
we had, where I was told that students were 
working directly with the CSD on that item,” 
Klawunn said. “I thought I was only reporting 
progress that was being made.” She said she 
did not remember who had told her or at which 
meeting. 

Klawunn spoke to Bertrand about the report 
card on Tuesday night, after the Nexus had 
inquired about the university’s progress. She 
said Bertrand told her that the report card is not 
actually feasible. 

“I sought Ethan out yesterday and asked him,” 
she said. “He said, ‘No, we can’t do it the way 
[Ro’Shawndra Earvin] had hoped it’d be carried 
out.” Earvin led the 2017 sit-in. 

The demand calls for documenting crime in 
I.V. and counting the number of meetings that have 
educated the community about sexual assault.

Local off icials will need to f ind a different 
way to create a report card, Klawunn said. She 
suggested creating local crime reports as an 
alternative. Bertrand could not be reached to 
elaborate on how an alternate report card would 
look. 

Isla Vista Officials Call 
for Gun Control, React to 
Recent Florida Shooting 

In light of the recent mass shooting at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Florida, Santa Barbara 
students and lawmakers are calling for a significant change in gun policies to prevent more senseless deaths.
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Evelyn Spence
Asst. News Editor

Prominent Santa Barbara and Isla Vista community 
members are urging for “common-sense” gun laws in the 
wake of the Feb. 14 Florida school shooting. 

“People are tired of thoughts and prayers, and people 
want to see action. It may not be typical for a vigil to so 
quickly become political action, but it’s necessary right 
now,” Spencer Brandt, Community Services District board 
secretary, said.

After a former student entered Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Florida and killed 17 people 
with an AR-15, individuals across the country have 
renewed efforts for “common-sense” gun laws, including 
Congressman Salud Carbajal.

“We owe these families more than just our thoughts 
and prayers,” he said in a statement released the day after 
the shooting. 

Brandt, with CSD President Ethan Bertrand and 
Associated Students (A.S.) External Vice President 
Batsheva Labowe-Stoll, organized a vigil for the Parkland 
shooting on Feb. 21. 

“[We] organized the vigil for Parkland, standing in 
solidarity with them because gun violence is absolutely a 
scourge on our country,” Brandt said. “In Isla Vista, we are 
inextricably linked to gun violence because of the tragedy 
in 2014.”

Bertrand, Brandt, Labowe-Stoll, A.S. President Hieu Le 
and several other UC Santa Barbara students signed letters 
to President Trump during the vigil, urging him to pass 
“common-sense” gun control measures.

Brandt said proposed laws, such as the one that would 
allow firearms to be removed from individuals in a state of 
crisis, is a “common-sense fix that will save lives.”

Shortly after the Florida shooting, Carbajal, with 
Representatives Elizabeth Esty and Don Beyer, released 
a statement urging the passing of H.R. 2598, which would 
allow family members or law enforcement officials to peti-
tion a judge to remove firearms from an individual in crisis. 

“No parent should send their children to school each 
day wondering if they will return home. We are once again 

reminded that we have a responsibility to act in Congress 
to change things,” Carbajal said in the statement. 

Carbajal spoke at a UCSB Campus Democrats meeting 
on Feb. 20, explaining that he had first introduced H.R. 
2598 in May 2017. 

“We have a majority Republican leadership right now 
… There’s very little chance for common sense gun 
safety laws to move forward,” he said during the meeting. 
“Anything that helps us create a safer country and safer 
communities might be a good thing.”

Restrictions on purchasing a gun vary from state to state. 

In California, a person must be 18 years old to purchase 
a rifle or a shotgun and 21 to purchase a handgun, accord-
ing to the California attorney general’s website. California 
law states that there must be a 10-day waiting period 
before the firearm can be “released” to the purchaser.

The purchaser must also provide evidence of identity 
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[We] organized the vigil 
for Parkland, standing 
in solidarity with them, 
because gun violence is 

absolutely a scourge on our 
country.
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SPENCER BRANDT

Though the university said the report card was “in progress,” 
a local government official questioned if the project is feasible
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WEATHER
The Weatherhuman has decided ze will adopt a 

“chill vibes only” policy to hir life. Ze will fill their 
home with circle jerks, merry and bright.

Tomorrow’s Forecast: Inevitable return to bitter, 
bitter reality.

ACROSS
1 Get really high
5 Overhaul
9 Archipelago unit

13 Six-sided shape
14 Captain’s “Hold it!”
16 Corrosive liquid
17 Gillette razor

brand
18 Do a two-step,

say
19 Broadway award
20 Providence

native, for one
23 Spectacular

failure
24 Nutritional fig.
25 Writer LeShan
28 Part of PST:

Abbr.
29 Saintly glow
32 Marries in secret
34 Skipped the

saddle
36 Cathedral niche
39 Hot brew
40 Wedding vows
41 Steered the skiff

beachward
46 Tentacle
47 Petrol station

name
48 Juan Carlos, to

his subjects
51 RR terminus
52 Prime rib au __
54 “From the halls of

Montezuma”
soldier

56 Crosby/Hope film
60 Visibly wowed
62 “Vacation” band,

with “The”
63 Baseball stitching
64 Kate, to

Petruchio,
eventually

65 China’s Zhou __
66 “__ la Douce”
67 Well-protected
68 Desires
69 Armchair

quarterback’s
channel

DOWN
1 Eats, with “up” or

“down”
2 Bat for a higher

average than

3 Overseas
4 Curls up with a

book
5 Commercial on

AM or FM
6 Actresses Gabor

and Longoria
7 Frontiersman

Boone, familiarly
8 Hollywood award
9 “Musta been

something __”
10 Scrabble sheet
11 Surprise 2012

New York Knick
standout 
Jeremy __

12 Joseph of ice
cream fame

15 Painfully sensitive
21 Off-the-wall effect
22 Chip’s partner
26 Geometric art

style
27 Raises a question
30 “Panic Room”

actor Jared
31 More than chubby
33 Off-Broadway

award
34 Fishing line holder
35 Sighs of relief
36 Barking sounds

37 One writing verse
38 Quit cold turkey
42 __ vu: familiar

feeling
43 Plod
44 Diffusion of fluids,

as through a
membrane

45 Thunderous noise
48 Potato presses
49 Pitch a tent
50 Naval petty officer

53 Full of rocks
55 Riveter painted by

Rockwell
57 Architectural S-

curve
58 Eye lasciviously
59 Sound of

suffering
60 “How cute!”

sounds
61 Italian actress

Scala

By Bonnie L. Gentry and Victor Fleming
(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 04/23/12

04/23/12

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

RELEASE DATE– Monday, April 23, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Nichols Lewis

xwordeditor@aol.com

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

3/8/12

Level: 1 2 3 4

CLASSIFIEDS
Restaurants
SERVER
We are looking for an experienced server to 
our successful team
2 years experience is helpful and wine 
knowledge is a plus
A genuine well caring attitude a must, with 
great communication skills
a great team player, and ability to succeed in a 

fast pase environment
we are busy breakfast, energetic lunches, 
gourmet dinners
e-mail your resume or bring to us
Andersens, 1106 state st., Santa Barbara
Email andersenssantabarbara@gmail.com



Eric Moon
Reporter

The Grilled Cheese Truck will be opening its first 
“brie and morbier” location in Isla Vista on Saturday.

The store will offer a wide variety of grilled cheese 
sandwiches and tater tots.

Founder and Chief Creative Officer Dave Danhi said 
that he has wanted to open up a physical location for 
some time and that the location in I.V. “kind of fell onto 
our lap.”

“The [I.V.] location came to us through a friend, who 
actually now has become our partner because he was so 
happy with the concept,” Danhi said.

“The prior owners of the place just didn’t do well and 
wanted out, so they left and it became available. When I 

came up and looked at it, I automatically saw ourselves 
there,” he added.

The Grilled Cheese Truck began serving Los Angeles 
in 2009 in a single truck. The business has since expanded 
to include three trucks that serve customers from Santa 
Barbara to Long Beach.

Following the opening of the I.V. location, Danhi plans 
to expand truck services to New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania and open a second physical location in Los 
Angeles.

Danhi also hopes to sell franchises in the distant 
future.

Despite the location itself having been previously 
occupied by short-lived tenants such as a Korean BBQ 
restaurant and a burrito place, Danhi said that the univer-
sality of grilled cheese will attract customers to the store.

“Grilled cheese is something that I feel everybody has 
a connection to, usually from their childhoods,” he said. 
“It’s the epitome of comfort food … so it always brings 
back good memories.”

Danhi also noted the enthusiastic responses in I.V. he 
has received so far as a reason to believe in the store’s 
success.

“As we’re setting up the location, we have people stop-
ping by every half-hour asking if they can order already,” 
Danhi said.

He plans on getting the community involved in vari-

ous ways, such as holding a variety of contests and special 
events.

“We had our first training session recently, and some 
of the kids had some great ideas for special nights that we 
might do, like Pajama Night or Greek Night,” Danhi said.

Other proposed ideas Danhi mentioned include fea-
turing a sandwich made by a customer as a special on the 
menu and naming the sandwich after them. 

He also wants to hold fundraisers and raise aware-
ness for different causes for the clubs and organizations 
of UCSB.
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Weekly Goings-
On in Isla Vista

The first year is an immersion in programming 
fundamentals. 

Careers in Tech! Recent grads have positions at Adobe, 
Amazon, Apple, Facebook, Google, IBM, Intel, Micro- 
soft, Oracle, Salesforce, Twitter and many startups.

Summer Practicum. Real-world experience through a 
tech firm internship, or a research or open-source project.

Who Can Apply? Students with a basic introduction 
in one programming language.

            Contact us: gradadvisor@cs.usfca.edu 
              Visit: usfca.edu/cs-bridge-UCSB

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to pursue a Master’s in Computer Science!
Application Deadline: March 15

M.S. in COMPUTER SCIENCE 
for non-computer science students! 

Students Discuss Survivor Resource 
Center at Sexual Assault Town Hall

Stephany Rubio
News Editor

Students met with UC Santa Barbara 
administrators and staf f on Tuesday 
afternoon to discuss creating a sexual 
assault survivor resource center in Isla 
Vista, which would fulf ill the f irst of 
the 12 demands agreed upon at a May 
2017 sit-in. 

The demand calls for a survivor 
resource center that will “ lead program-
ming ef forts to spread awareness among 
the student body and throughout the of f 
campus Isla Vista community.”

The center will also require a full-
time director and staf f, as well as legal 
service for sexual assault survivors.

Students at the Tuesday’s meeting 
asked that the center be ef fective for 
underrepresented communities, which 
they said should help in creating and 
managing the center. 

The university requested $56,000 to 
secure the help of the Alliance for 
HOPE, a nonprof it agency that develops 
family justice centers to protect and 
heal sexual assault survivors and their 
families.

The university submitted the fund-
ing request in December, but the status 
will not be known until “spring time” of 
this year, said C.A.R.E. Director Briana 
Conway during the meeting.

An additional assessment proposal 
provides a “blueprint” for all constitu-

ents involved in planning the creation 
of a survivor resource center, Conway 
added. 

Students expressed concern that col-
laborating with outside entities might 
not be ef fective in authentically repre-
senting the marginalized communities 
that the center aims to support. 

Third-year communications major 
Jasmine Lee said a more concrete time-
line of the two-year assessment proposal 
and the university funding request status 
would help student organizers search for 
alternate sources of funding.

She said the university needs to com-
municate with students about the f inanc-
ing process so they can take action as 
the funding comes through. 

Katya Armistead, Dean of Student 
Life, said during the meeting that it can 
be “helpful to bring in an outsider to 
facilitate” the creation of the center.

Armistead also said the university 
must apply for grants in order to build 
the center. But the university already 
has other grants lined up, which might 
delay the approval of a grant for the 
center, she said.   

Third-year global studies major 
Justice Dumlao requested that the cen-
ter be part of the Associated Students 
Boards, Commissions and Units so the 
center can work closely and partner 
with student organizations and campus 

Students proposed a survivor resource center in May 2017 as part of a series of 12 demands that would increase comunity safety 
regarding sexual assault. The center would provide legal assistance for survivors of sexual assault and would recieve support from A.S.
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Grilled Cheese Truck To Open Restaurant in Isla Vista

FIRST FRIDAY
A.S. Program Board will be hosting this week’s First Friday, featuring 

Monte Booker. There will be free Woodstocks, art, activities and games. 
Monte Booker blends hip hop, percussion-heavy electronic sounds and 
R&B; his newest releases feature Smino and Ravyn Lenae, as well as the sin-
gle “Mona Lisa.” The event will run from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. in People’s Park. 

BEACH CLEAN-UP
Give back to the Earth this Saturday and help UCSB Adventure 

Programs cleanup Sands Beach. There will be free snacks and good music. 
Organizers urge anyone to stop by, whether for an hour or just ten minutes. 
They will be meeting at the bluff on the end of 68 Del Playa Drive, where 
they will be handing out trash bags and grapplers. The event will run from 
10 a.m. to noon. 

GREEN CHEF
This Saturday, strap on an apron and get ready for Environmental Affairs 

Board’s Green Chef, a vegan cooking competition. This quarter’s secret 
ingredient: cinnamon. Participants should try to incorporate cinnamon 
in the dish. All participants will receive a $5 I.V. Food Co-op gift card for 
participating. Participants have the opportunity to win prizes as well as try 
some delicious food. Contestants must enter ahead of time on the sign-up 
sheet, which can be found on the Facebook event. The competition will be 
from 4 to 5 p.m. at the Co-op. 

NAMASTAY
The Isla Vista Food Co-op and Yoga Isla Vista will be holding a $5 

Beach Brunch Yoga on Sunday from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Participants should 
meet at the Co-op patio at 9:45 a.m. before walking over to the bluffs at 10 
a.m. Drop-ins are not welcome, and those who wish to sign up can reserve 
one of the available 35 spots with a cashier at the co-op or call the store at 
(80)968-1401 by Feb. 24. For those worried about signing up but not being 
able to make it, have no fear: If you cancel on Saturday you will get refunded 
in the form of a gift card. Following the hour-long yoga session, the group 
will head back to the co-op for a build-a-bowl acai brunch.

SELF DEFENSE
The Associated Students Commission on Student Wellbeing is hosting a 

self-defense class on Tuesday at 5 p.m. Participants will learn proper striking 
and kicking skills and will have the chance to feel the burn with strength 
and circuit training. The class will be taught by Santa Barbara Krav Maga, 
and participants can cool down afterwards with free Blenders smoothies.

COCO
The A.S. Program Board is hosting a screening of “Coco” in I.V. Theatre 

on Tuesday, Feb. 27  from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. “Coco” is about a young boy 
named Miguel who dreams of becoming a musician. He ends up going to 
the Land of the Dead and learning about his family’s history. Do not forget 
to bring your access card!

The Grilled Cheese Truck, which began as a single truck and has expanded to three, specializes in grilled
cheese sandwiches and tater tots. Founder Dave Danhi hopes to host community events at the new store.
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Hayley Tice
Asst. Data Editor

President Trump’s proposed 2019 budget will 
eliminate subsidized loans and change CalFresh 
benef its, directly affecting UC Santa Barbara 
students. 

The proposed changes to student loans would 
save the federal government about $6 billion in 
f iscal year 2019. About $2.429 billion would come 
from changing the income-driven repayment 
(IDR) plans, $1.72 billion from eliminating Public 
Service Loan Forgiveness and $1.5 billion from 
eliminating subsidized loans, according to data 
from the Trump Administration.

Currently, the government pays interest on 
subsidized student loans while students are 
in school or the loans are in deferment. If the 
changes in the new budget are enacted, the fed-
eral government would only offer unsubsidized 
loans.

The budget suggests “streamlining”  IDR plans 
for student loans and altering the cap on the per-
centage of income for these plans and the length 
of payment.  

Currently there are several IDR plans depen-
dant on income. 

Under the suggestions laid out in the budget, 
repayment would be capped at 12.5 percent of 
discretionary income, and balances would be for-
given after 15 years of repayment for undergradu-
ates and after 30 years for graduate students.

The proposed changes would “focus assis-
tance on needy undergraduate student borrowers 
instead of high-income, high-balance graduate 
borrowers.” 

These new conditions would apply only to 
students borrowing loans beginning July 1, 2019, 

and would not apply to students who are already 
using student loans from the federal government.

The budget also encourages Congress to pass 
a law that would make colleges and universities 
assume some of the f inancial risk associated with 
student loans.

The budget also suggests changes to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(S.N.A.P.) and CalFresh, which is California’s ver-
sion of the program. A portion of the monetary 
benef its that program recipients currently receive 
would be replaced with a box of food. 

Mick Mulvaney, the director of the Off ice of 
Management and Budget (OMB), compared the 
proposed program to Blue Apron, the meal deliv-
ery service, at a press brief ing.

Mulvaney said it would cause “tremendous” 
cost savings. 

“It lowers the cost to us because we can buy 
prices at wholesale, whereas they have to buy it 
at retail. It also makes sure that they’re getting 
nutritious food,” he said.

The reforms to S.N.A.P. would save about $17 
billion, according to numbers the OMB produced.

UCSB students who receive benef its from 
CalFresh would be impacted by the proposed 
changes.  

Rodolfo Herrera, the coordinator of the A.S. 
Food Bank, said the average student at UCSB 
receiving CalFresh benef its received about $150 
per month.  He noted, however, that the amount 
students receive varies signif icantly. 

He added that international and undocument-
ed students are not able to receive these benef its.

He said the freedom of students to purchase 
foods from CalFresh is “really important” because 
recipients can use it to buy foods that don’t 
require a lot of cooking or processing, which he 

noted would matter especially to students prepar-
ing for f inals or midterms.

According to data provided by Herrera, 
CalFresh sales at the Isla Vista Food Co-op 
totalled $52,930 in 2015 and $68,000 in 2016.  

Herrera said the logistics of implementing 
Trump’s proposed program would be diff icult, 

including storing large quantities of food and 
even keeping up with people’s addresses.

“The big system programs that we have for 
supplemental nutrition for low-income families 
have been established for a few decades already. 
The logistical aspects of it are already in place,” 
he said.
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Where freedom is allowed 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public 
hearing will be held by the Board of Directors of 
the Isla Vista Recreation and Park District on 
March 8, 2018 at 6 p.m., for the purpose of con-
sidering the following ordinance

2017-001 “AN ORDINANCE OF THE ISLA VISTA 
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT ESTABLISHING 
OFF-LEASH AREAS FOR DOGS”,

 For more information and complete text, 
the proposed ordinance is available for public 
inspection at the District o�ce located at 961 
Embarcadero Del Mar, Isla Vista, California or the 
Distrct website www.iv.parks.org

Proposed Fed. Budget To Impact Student Loans, CalFresh

The new budget suggests “streamlining” IDR plans for student loans and altering the cap on the percentage of 
income, as well as replacing a portion of monetary benefits that CalFresh recipients receive with a box of food. 
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ter be part of the Associated Students Boards, 
Commissions and Units so the center can work 
closely and partner with student organizations 
and campus departments.  

“This is not going to be C.A.R.E. out in 
I.V.,” Conway said, referring to the Campus 
Advocacy, Resources & Education program. 
“This is a separate, distinct resource.” Conway 
also explained that the center will be its own 

entity, independent from existing UCSB sexual 
assault survivor resources. 

C.A.R.E. will still be a “strong partner” mov-
ing forward with the center, Conway added. 

“This needs to be bigger than just C.A.R.E.,” 
she said. 

There will be a follow-up meeting to further 
discuss the demand on March 6 at the Student 
Resource Building. 
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and age, and handgun purchasers must provide proof of 
California residency. “Large-capacity magazines,” or guns 
that accept more than 10 rounds, are illegal in California 
as of Jan. 1, 2000. 

Any person who has been convicted for a felony or has 
been “held involuntarily as a danger to self or others” is 
prohibited from buying, possessing or owning firearms or 
ammunition. 

As of Jan. 1, 2018, the kind of weapon used in the 
Florida shooting cannot be bought in California. 

“It’s really important to remember that the people lead-
ing this right now aren’t gun [control] advocacy groups … 
it’s the students. It’s the students in Parkland who were in 
the building when one of their former classmates came in 

with an AR-15 and starting shooting,” Brandt said. 
He said the students’ response to the shooting is a 

“cry for help.”
“They should be the ones who should be remem-

bered as getting the momentum going if we actually get 
something to happen this time around,” he said. 

Several vigils for victims of mass shootings have been 
held at UCSB. The most recent one was a Nov. 7 vigil for 
the victims of the Sutherland, Texas shooting. 

“This is about gun violence in the community and 
seeing the leaders that are higher officials than us act 
responsibly. As an elected official, I’m ashamed that there 
are others who are acting in such a way to undermine 
just the basic safety of people in our country,” Brandt said. 

Evelyn Spence
Asst. News Editor

A resolution to support the UC Santa Barbara Lobby 
Corps’ goal to prevent University of California Tuition 
hikes was unanimously passed during an Associated 
Students Senate meeting on Wednesday night.

“The purpose of the resolution is to ask the state to 
take a firm stance to fund the university during this fiscal 
year,” Spencer Brandt, a Lobby Corps member and one 
of the resolution’s student sponsors, said. “Over the past 
20 years we’ve seen the pattern of disinvestment from the 
state, and we want to reverse that.”

A.S. Senators Sophia Dycaico and Brooke Kopel 
authored the resolution, and Brandt and fellow Lobby 
Corps member Madeline Loudon student-sponsored the 
resolution. 

In January, students across the UC system traveled to 
the UC regents meeting to protest the proposed tuition 
hike. Brandt and several other UCSB students were pres-
ent when the regents voted to postpone the vote until 
May. 

“A lot of regents were convinced that the UC should 
lobby the state for more funding before raising the tuition, 
so we’re at a really important opportunity where we could 
actually get more funding from the state,” Dycaico said. 
“That could stop the tuition hike.”

According to the resolution, the cost of college has 
risen “dramatically” over the past 30 years, “outpacing the 
cost of medical care, real estate, child care and household 
appliances” and “forcing 55% of UC students to take on 
thousands of dollars in loans.”

“Tuition is — if not the number one problem — one of 
the largest problems that students face,” Kopel said. 

She added that “college is already too expensive” and 
said that the resolution will help pressure the UC Regents 

and Governor Brown to stop the tuition hikes and to cre-
ate a federal budget that works in the students’ interests.  

According to the resolution, the California governor’s 
2018-19 budget proposal does not include “adequate fund-
ing” for enrollment growth, psychological counselors, 
facility maintenance, student resources, health services, 
research equipment, academic tutoring and other needs.

The UC receives the “same inflation-adjusted amount 
of funding from the State of California than it did in 2000, 
despite enrolling 90,000 more students in 2017 than it did 
in 2000,” the resolution states. 

The resolution calls for the California State Assembly, 
the California State Senate and the Governor of California 
to appropriate $10 million in funding to support the costs 
of education for an additional 2,500 students that the UC 
is required to enroll next year.

Also requested are $35 million for “instruction and 
research facilities maintenance projects” and $71 million 
to supplement the proposition tuition and fee increase. 

Brandt said that proposed funding numbers in the 
resolution came from a 2018-19 UC budget request sub-
mitted in February.  

The request states that funding is needed for “urgent 
projects” on campus, including fixing classrooms and 
updating labs. The university is also requesting funds to 
help deal with larger class sizes, the student to faculty ratio 
and increased demand on student services. 

“The investment will fund improvements to ensure 
student success and timely graduation,” the request states. 

The UC’s backlog exceeds $4 billion and is the third 
largest among all state agencies, according to the request. 

With the passing of the resolution, “We’re going to 
be doing a lot more in terms of letter writing, postcard 
writing, making calls. We’re definitely going to include in 
[the letters] that our campus stands behind these asks,” 
Brandt said. 

UC Santa Barbara A.S. senators and Lobby Corps members proposed the resolution in order to secure 
more state funding for the university. This increased funding would account for rising UC enrollment.
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An Exciting Time: Hosmer Joins San Diego Padres
Brandon Victor
Staff Writer

As a San Diego Padres fan, I’m excited for the start of the Major League Baseball 
season.

No, that was not a typo. For the first time in my recent memory, following the Pa-
dres acquisition of All-Star first baseman Eric Hosmer, I am legitimately, unequivocally 
excited for the season to start.

I can’t remember the last time I felt like this. Going into the 2015 season, I had a 
tempered form of excitement, but it was more the excitement you feel when you get the 
new iPhone you wanted three years prior, only to find out that they’ve made about 15 
new models in the meantime. 

I was pumped to finally have people with name recognition on the team, but I 
wouldn’t really call a well-past-his-prime Matt Kemp, an ever-inconsistent Justin Up-
ton and a James Shields that had more mileage on his arm than my ‘03 Highlander a 
reason for true, genuine excitement.

Even before that, when the Padres were perennial NL West champions, I didn’t feel 
this energy, this searing excitement at the sheer thought of baseball season. 

Those teams were solid, don’t get me wrong. With Jake Peavy at the front of our 
rotation and newly-minted hall-of-famer Trevor Hoffman at the back end, our depend-
able pitching always kept us in games. But despite all of their success, there was never a 
feeling we were truly competing for a title. 

In reality, we were lucky when we didn’t get swept in the first round of the playoffs – 
a yearly occurrence for a team that lacked any semblance of a threatening lineup.

But when I got that notification on my phone in bold letters, “Hosmer decides to 
sign with Padres,” everything changed.

San Diego has never, in my entire lifetime, signed an all-star in the midst of his 
prime – that is, until now. Hosmer is only 28 and is coming off a career season in which 
he hit .318 with 25 homers at the plate. 

Two seasons ago, this man was named the All-Star Game MVP at Petco Park, prov-
ing that perhaps he can overcome the mental mistakes of hitters in the past and actually 
have success hitting at Petco. As a lefty, those odds are even more likely.

The city needed this. It was about a year ago that Dean Spanos screwed over an 
entire city of loyal fans by moving the Chargers. 

San Diego State Basketball hasn’t been up to par since Steve Fisher retired – even 
before that, if we’re being honest. 

We need a team to get behind, to energize the fan base, to get “America’s Finest City” 
excited about something again.

I’m not quixotic enough to really believe that signing Hosmer will automatically cat-
apult us into the title conversation; in fact, I’m not even sure it makes us a playoff team 
this year. Putting Hosmer at first pushes Wil Myers to the outfield, a position that he 
once said he “gets bored playing.” Myers gladly signed on to the move, but by no means 
is he a Gold Glover out there. 

In addition, our rotation is still a mess, to put it mildly. 
Half of our rotation is probably closer to being in a retirement home than an ad-

equate major league starter. I mean, Chris Young was a good starter for the Padres … 
in 2006. If Kemp was the old iPhone model, then Young is an iPod Touch Generation 
Two. With that being said, it supports my notion that the Padres lack an ideal major 
league rotation.

Pundits have been all too kind in pointing this out, questioning the fit and the Pa-
dres decision to dole out over $140 million to a player who has been inconsistent at 

times throughout his career.
But Hosmer has two things that his stats can’t account for: leadership and experi-

ence. 
He’s been to the World Series with the Royals. According to Ken Rosenthal, reviews 

have been “glowing” on Hosmer’s clubhouse presence. He can provide invaluable insight 
for a young rebuilding roster that boasts one of the best farm systems in the majors.

And because of his age, he still fits in the Padres’ long-term plans. The goal the entire 
time was to “compete” in 2019; at that point, Hosmer will still only be 29. 

Plus, the deal is front-loaded to allow the Padres to get rid of him after five years 
with a much lesser salary hit.

Most importantly, we have a reason to celebrate, to see the clear vision of the front 
office and to applaud them for finally being willing to spend money. We have a reason 
to cheer again.

Just like every year in the recent past, I’ll be attending opening day with my dad. 
This time, however, I will do so with renewed hope. This time, I will do so with the belief 
that we are on the cusp of finally bringing a title back to the city I hold so dear.

Women’s Water Polo Heads to Irvine for UCI Invitational
Kunal Mehta
Staff Writer

The No. 17 ranked UCSB women’s water polo team, who sits at 9-5 
overall, will head to UC Irvine this weekend to take part in the Barbara 
Kalbus Invitational where it will play three games, beginning with a re-
match against the No. 4 UCLA Bruins on Friday. 

Santa Barbara will attempt to pull off the upset against a 13-1 Bruin 
squad.  

The teams met earlier this year on Jan. 21, where the Bruins came away 
with a 10-6 victory over the Gauchos. 

UCLA started the season hot beginning with a 12-0 start, but lost its 
first match of the season against No. 3 USC two weeks ago. 

The Bruins bounced back with a win against No. 7 UC Irvine but again 

showed glimpses of a team that could be beat as they only just pulled away 
from the Anteaters with an 8-7 victory in double overtime. It was their 
first overtime win of the year. 

Sophomore attacker Maddie Musselman scored the game winner with 
1:42 remaining to stun the Anteaters. She leads UCLA with 24 goals and 
16 assists. 

Despite a solid performance by its cohort of utilities – a scoring hat 
trick and two assists from junior Kate Pipkin, two goals from junior Sarah 
Kreiser and a goal from freshman Amelia Meckelborg – UCSB was unable 
to keep UCLA from finding the back of the net. 

The 10 goals allowed tied the most given up by UCSB this season. 
A total of 10 games have taken place since this first meeting with UCLA, 

and improvements on defense have definitely been made.

UCSB has given up just an average of four goals during that 10-match 
stretch. 

“We focus on defense,” Head Coach Serela Kay said. “Defense wins 
championships, and that’s what fuels the counterattack in transition and 
into the frontcourt. Keeping teams under eight is always our goal.”

The Gauchos head into this game with a one-game losing streak after a 
devastating 7-6 loss to Loyola Marymount on Feb. 11. 

With a 6-6 tie going into the fourth period, the Lions’ Katie Hunger-
ford was able to convert on a late goal with three minutes left to seal the 
victory. 

The narrow loss snapped a two-game winning streak for the Gauchos, 
where they scored 20 goals and only gave up nine goals between both 
games. 

In order for the Gauchos to come out with a win this Friday, it will be 
crucial to limit the high-powered Bruin offense.    

UCSB’s sophomore utility Sarah Snyder comes into this game with 30 
goals, leading not only the team but also the Big West Conference.

“Snyder fills the role of not only a center, but she also plays on the 
perimeter,” Kay said. “I think that has freed her up a little bit, which has 
been a very positive thing.” 

Contributing to the scoring process are players like Pipkin, who leads 
both the Gauchos and Big West with 21 assists and 45 points. 

“Pip has a very high game IQ,” Kay explained. “It’s obvious in her 
points, leading in assists and then being high up there in goals scored. She 
plays a huge part on the mental aspect of the game, making sure that she 
is the glue that keeps everyone together.”

As the Gauchos approach conference play, they will look to follow the 
mantra that has led them to their early success thus far this season and in 
past seasons. 

“Work hard, be resilient and trust the process,” Kay said. 
Santa Barbara will play UCLA at 1:45 p.m. this Friday, Feb. 23, at the 

Anteater Aquatics Complex in Irvine. 
UCSB will also compete two more times after their matchup with the 

Bruins where wins and losses will predict what future teams they’ll face 
during the weekend.

Gauchos Hope to Earn Quality Road Wins 
Versus No. 40 Utah & No. 48 New Mexico

Brandon Victor
Staff Writer

Following back-to-back wins this past weekend, the UCSB men’s tennis 
team will travel to Albuquerque to take on the University of Utah on Saturday, 
followed by the University of New Mexico on Sunday.

The Gauchos bounced back from their loss against USD two weeks ago 
with a 7-0 dismantling of USF on Saturday. Perhaps more important than the 
victory itself was the confidence it instilled in the team; senior Simon Freund 
cited his victory as “a much needed win.” In that victory, the Gauchos once 
again proved their depth when Freshman Henrik Atlevi, who subbed in just 
before the start of singles, put Santa Barbara ahead 1-0 with his first ever vic-
tory in a Gaucho uniform.

In their 5-2 victory over Pacific, the court one doubles pairing of Juniors 
Nicolas Moreno De Alboran and Anders Holm got a much needed victory over 
the 24th-ranked doubles pairing in the nation.

The entire team will have to carry that confidence into their match on 
Saturday when they take on a red hot Utes team that has won seven matches 
in a row, coming into their matchup against the Gauchos with an overall 12-1 
record. 

However, the Utes have failed to secure any marquee victories this season, 
the closest semblance to one being their 4-3 victory over Utah State, who is 
7-3 on the season. 

While they lack key victories, however, Utah also lacks any bad losses — 
their only loss of the season came on the road against Harvard, a historically 
powerhouse school who currently sits at 9-2. 

“The upcoming matches will be very challenging as we’ll be trying to adjust 
to playing indoors at 5,300 feet of altitude,” Head Coach Marty Davis said.

Moreno De Alboran will have his hands full on court one when he likely 
takes on junior Dan Little for the Utes. Last season, Little took down two 
ranked opponents, including the No. 41 player in the nation. Moreno De Al-
boran will have to depend on his dominant forehand if he hopes to avoid the 
upset.

For doubles — an area that has often caused the Gauchos trouble this year 

— Utah has the freshman duo of Randy Cory and Russell Benkaim on court 
one. While young, both ranked in the top ten in doubles in the UTSA rankings 
and were the only doubles pair to win in the match against Harvard.

Much like UCSB, the Utes boast strong depth — the only match they won 
by less than two was the aforementioned match against Utah State. 

With freshman Viktor Krustev still dealing with an injury, junior Hironori 
Koyanagi will have to continue to play solid tennis on court five for the Gau-
chos.

Also working in Santa Barbara’s favor will be the fatigue factor. On Friday, 
Utah will have to take on a strong New Mexico team before their matchup 
with the Gauchos 24 hours later.

On Sunday, UCSB will take on that same New Mexico team, who enters 
the weekend with a 5-3 record. Earlier this year, the Lobos fought the 25th-
ranked Texas Tech Red Raiders in Lubbock, only losing by a score of 4-3. 

That being said, the team has battled inconsistency, as is demonstrated by 
a loss to a Northern Arizona squad that Utah easily handled. 

In part, that loss can be attributed to injuries and the spread of the flu, 
but the loss underscores the lack of depth on a team that only fields eight 
players total.

The Lobos most consistent contributor this season has been Senior Bart 
Van Leijsen. 

He has been named All-Mountain West for both singles and doubles the 
last two seasons, and in his sophomore year won the sixth most doubles 
matches in New Mexico history.

Junior Ricky Hernandez Tong has also led a top-heavy squad this season; 
as a freshman, his .679 win percentage lead the team. 

The Lobos will be a difficult matchup for the Gauchos, especially consid-
ering that they will have an extra day of rest. UCSB will likely have a tough 
match against the Utes, and could be playing on tired legs against New Mex-
ico. 

“Obviously, winning on the road against two ranked teams would be very 
helpful [for our ranking],” Davis said.

The Gauchos will take on Utah on Saturday at 12 p.m., followed by their 
match against New Mexico on Sunday at 12 p.m. as well.

UCSB is currently ranked No. 53 in the nation following a quick 5-2 start. It 
finished last season with a ranking of No. 37 according to the ITA rankings.
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Spurs star forward Kawhi 
Leonard will most likely miss the 

rest of the season according to 
Head Coach Greg Popovich... in 
other news, Zaza Pachulia claims 

he had nothing to do with 
Kawhi’s injury. Sure, Zaza, sure.

Armchair QB

The UCSB baseball team picked up its 
first win of the season on Wednesday 

with a 7-2 victory over Fresno State. The 
home opener drew a crowd of 250 fans. 

Read more at dailynexus.com.

Baseball
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Richard Benites
Staff Writer

NFL fans rejoice, for the Eagles bested the Patriots in Super Bowl LII. 
“Why would NFL fans collectively rejoice over this result?” you may ask. Well, 
with all due respect to the great New England franchise, everyone is sick and 
tired of seeing you guys win!

What? With the G.O.A.T Tom Brady and the one-of-a-kind Bill Belichick 
on your side, the Super Bowl was starting to look like an annual Patriots 
invitational. 

At this point, most people would want to see some change at the pinnacle 
of professional football, and that change was none other than the Philadelphia 
Eagles.

Now that I’ve gotten all formalities out of the way … Holy cow the Eagles 
finally won the Super Bowl! Considering the overall magnitude of the team 
and all the years that rolled by, fans of Philadelphia craved that Vince 
Lombardi trophy more and more ever since the first inaugural Super Bowl 
back in 1967. 

Factor in two previous runner-up appearances (third time’s the charm), 
including a phenomenal 2017-18 season, and then you got the Eagles’ faithful 
talking about this being their year. Oh, how right they were.

Before I get into the Super Bowl itself and how ‘pundits’ alike were counting 
out the Eagles all year long, I’m going to mention a few key moments from 
both regular and postseason play that stood out that ultimately led up to the 
completion of the Philadelphia dream as well as football’s greatest underdog 
tale.

The Field Goal Heard Around the World

What a start to the season this was. Carson Wentz had begun to show 
signs of major second-year progression, the Eagles had seemingly found a 
No. 1 wide receiver in Alshon Jeffery and that four-headed monster of a 
defensive line had only just begun its rampage on opposing quarterbacks.

It was a Week Three divisional matchup at home for the Eagles when the 
New York Giants came knocking on Philadelphia’s door. 

Thrust early on into desperation mode after conceding the first two 
matches of the new season, the Giants sought to upset the Eagles in their 
own backyard and spoil the festivities of what looked to be the start of a 
promising year.

It was a back and forth game throughout, but in the final minute of the 
fourth quarter, the game was tied at 24-24. The Eagles had moved up the 
field minimally but still had time to get into field goal range before the clock 
expired. 

On a right side curl route, Wentz found Jeffery for a 27-yard gain who 
then stepped out of bounds with one second remaining. 

Enter rookie kicker Jake Elliott, who landed the field goal from a franchise 
record of 61-yards out, earning the Eagles their second win of the season in 
very memorable fashion.  

A Primetime Performance

With both teams at a 4-1 overall record, many analysts had the Eagles 
and Panthers battling for a top-three slot in the weekly power rankings. 
Luckily, the two teams would go on and face off in a primetime Thursday 
Night Football matchup. 

This away game would prove to be the hardest meeting for the Eagles this 
far into the season. With  Cam Newton on the rise once more, Philadelphia 
was the only thing standing in Carolina’s way.

The match was a hard-fought and close affair as both sides swapped leads 
several times. 

Ultimately, the game came down to stamina as the Eagles’ defensive line 
completely halted the opposing run game, thus  forcing Newton to overthrow 
and exhaust himself, resulting in a pair of late interceptions that halted all 
hope for a comeback. 

The Eagles had done it again in the clutch, proving that they were 
definitely a team to keep an eye on.

Wentz in a Lifetime

In the following week, the Eagles would go on to host a divisional Monday 
Night Football game for the ages against the Redskins. More specifically, 
Carson Wentz would go on and shred Washington in the air for 268 yards 
and four touchdowns.

This standout game for Wentz would prove to be the platform for his 
potential MVP candidacy. 

Putting on a show all season long, he once again achieved some unbelievable 
feats by escaping collapsing pockets and making almost impossible throws all 

across the field. 
Truly, this was the start of something special for the Eagles’ organization 

and its fans, as talks of a deep playoff run were brewing.  

Star Foles: A New Hope

Rams versus Eagles, Goff versus Wentz: a great battle in the NFC as well 
as the NFL Game of the Week at the famous Coliseum. 

At this point in the season, Philadelphia was at the top of the 
league standings and was just one win away from clinching 
the NFC East Division title. 

It was perhaps the most thrilling matchup 
yet — or perhaps I’m just biased because I saw 
it all go down live in person — as b o t h 
sides just couldn’t stop scoring.

Then, tragedy: Wentz goes down 
with an ACL tear after diving into the end 
zone in order to hand his team the lead. 

As Philly fans held their breath, they looked to 
backup quarterback Nick Foles to save the day. He’d 
go on to do more than just that, as we all know. 

Thus, the start of the Foles era began in the 
midst of a potentially abrupt end to the season 
and minute hope for what he could possibly 
achieve in the playoffs.     

“They’re the Best Defense in the League; You Can’t Win!”

Thirty-eight total points, that was just how much the Eagles 
dropped on what pundits proclaimed as, ‘the best defense in the NFL.’ 

The Vikings visited Lincoln Financial Field in hopes of earning a one-way 
ticket to the Super Bowl, which would be held in Minnesota regardless — 
that is, unless Foles and the Eagles had something to say about it.

Starting with a pick-six by veteran cornerback Patrick Robinson, the 
floodgates were opened in Philly as the scores began to rain down on the 
opposing defense. 

Running backs LeGarrette Blount and Jay Ajayi ground pounded, tight 
end Zach Ertz caught on third down to move the chains and Foles flung it 
into the end zone from deep … The Eagles had done it. 

They had finally earned their chance to return to the Super Bowl, this 
time in hopes of exacting revenge upon a familiar enemy.

Super Bowl LII: Eagles 41 – Patriots 33

The previous section’s subheader was a critic’s quote for a reason. I can’t 
even begin to tell you the number of Eagles nonbelievers that were present in 
both national coverage and local media. 

You would think after all the counting out going on during the season 
and through the playoffs that the dialogue would change from “you can’t” 
to “maybe you can.” Inevitably, the Eagles went on and achieved as the 
underdogs once more.

It was Brady, the G.O.A.T., versus Foles, the hope. Early on the Eagles took 
and maintained the lead. 

Following a pair of field goals on each side, a deep throw from Foles found 
its way into Jeffery’s control as he made a spectacular catch that resulted into 
a 34-yard touchdown. 

With a score of 9-3 early in the 2nd quarter, the Patriots would go on to 
travel all the way down the field until eventually missing on a muffed field 
goal attempt. 

The Eagles would go on and take advantage of Patriots turnovers on 
downs and hand the ball to Blount for a 21-yard rushing touchdown and 
extend their lead to 15-3. 

New England would soon respond after with a made long field goal, 
interception near the end zone, and a James White rushing touchdown with 
no extra point after. 

Halftime was on the horizon, but second year head coach Doug Pederson 
had something special planned for the Patriots on 4th and Goal; the “Philly 
Special” that is.

The “Philly Special” play will go down in the Super Bowl history books as 
one of the best trick plays ever accomplished. 

This formation featured Foles ushering over to the shotgun position as 
yelled at his offensive line in order to distract New England’s defense. 

The ball was then abruptly snapped to halfback Corey Clement who ran 
left until he lateral passed possession to tight end Trey Burton. 

All the meanwhile Foles had sneakily walked unmarked into the right side 
of the goal line, then catching the easy touchdown pass from Burton. 

I’ll be honest, I screamed at the top of my lungs when I saw this entire 

maneuver get pulled off on the big screen in real-time. 
As the halftime whistle was blown, the Eagles entered the locker room 

with a lead of 22-12 and were just two full quarters away from the franchise’s 
biggest victory ever.

Entering the third, Brady had a point to prove, likely relating to his 
moniker of ‘the Comeback Kid.’

He ended the first possession of the new half with a darting touchdown 
pass to his favorite target in tight end Rob Gronkowski, bringing the score to 
19-22. Foles then responded on the following drive with a touchdown 
pass of his own to Clement and expanded the Eagles’ 
lead once more to 29-19, but it was still a game that 
could burst wide open at any second. 

Then, as if the current trend was a 
surprise to anyone, Brady 
brought it back to within 

a score by way of touchdown 
pass to wide receiver Chris 

Hogan. The 4th quarter whistle 
would then bring the game to its most 

crucial point as time appeared to slow 
down entirely in this for the most 

part fast paced game.
The Eagles started 

the last quarter of 
the match with a long 

field goal kick courtesy of Elliott, 
Philadelphia lead 32-26. 

On the next drive, Brady knew a touchdown would be enough      
to earn the Patriots the lead and shift the momentum in his side’s 

favor. 
Considering this game broke the record for most offensive yards in a 

Super Bowl back in the 3rd quarter, this possession was no different as Brady 
had his team travel down the field as he once again delivered a touchdown 
pass to Gronkowski.

Down for the first time since the field goal exchange in the first quarter, 
Foles and the Eagles needed one last feat of skillful endurance as the clock 
wound down with the score still at 32-33. 

Clutch player spoiler, here comes Zach Ertz. 
Following a pair of first-down catches made by Ertz himself, the star tight 

end went on to catch the game-winning score that put Philadelphia up 38-33 
late in the game. 

The two-point conversion failed but that didn’t matter because it was still 
all hands on deck regardless if the Eagles defense had any chance of stopping 
Brady and his bunch. 

Then, the greatest defensive play in Eagles history occurred right before 
everyone’s eyes.

“Brady gets hit, the ball is out!” yelled play-by-play announcer Kevin 
Harlan as Philadelphia defensive end Brandon Graham strips possession 
away from the New England quarterback’s grasp. 

The ball ended up getting recovered by Eagles first-round drafted rookie 
Derek Barnett and his side was now in prime position to run out the clock 
and earn their first ever Super Bowl.

Goosebumps ran rampant on both sides’ fans as each hoped for the best. 
Ultimately the Patriots would go on to hold the Eagles to only a field goal, but 
used up all their timeouts in the process. 

With the score at 41-33 and the clock within the final minute of play, the 
Eagles just needed a single defensive stop on downs. 

Playing deep in their own secondary, the Eagles only allowed Brady to get 
into a Hail Mary passing range as the whole nation held its breath for the last 
play of Super Bowl 52.

They had done it. It was over. 
The Eagles had won. 
The final play resulted in that Hail Mary pass and the obvious target of 

Gronkowski’s huge frame was covered by six completely different Eagles 
defensive backs. 

As the failed ball fell on the ground, so did all the green confetti.
It was a night to remember for a new dynasty, and a night to forget for 

the old dynasty. 
We can all now breathe a sigh of relief Eagles fans; we made it into the 

circle of champions. 
Hopes were high for this glorious match and hopes will remain high as 

our team’s future remains bright with the help of both Wentz and Foles, the 
young and experienced star core on both offense and defense, as well as the 
coaching and administrative talents involved with the Eagles organization. 
Now as the offseason approaches and we let this win sink in, all I have to say 
is one last thing… Go Birds.     

Art by Sierra Deak
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Against All Odds: A Fan’s Account of the Eagles’ Journey to Winning Super Bowl LII
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ARTSWEEK
‘Black Panther’ Leaps Its Way to the Top

Alex Wehrung
Staff Writer

“Black Panther” follows some recent cre-
ative trends on Marvel ’s part while forging 
ahead with new ideas. Like “Spider-Man: 
Homecoming,” the movie is a solo f i lm about 
a pre-established hero that doesn’t dwell on 
his orig in story. Like “Thor: Ragnarok,” it is 
directed by someone who has experienced 

considerable acclaim as an independent f i lm-
maker. 

In addition, by hiring a person of color to 
write and direct a superhero f i lm about people 
of color, the f i lm gains cultural insight and 
credibility. Ryan Coogler’s  “Black Panther” is 
a f i lm rooted in real-li fe issues that tells one of 
Marvel ’s more grounded stories while being set 
in an unabashedly sci-f i setting.

Taking place r ight a f ter the events of 

“Captain America: Civil War,” “Black Panther” 
follows the titular hero as he returns to his 
high-tech hermit kingdom, Wakanda, to take 
his rightful place as king. Unbeknownst to 
Prince T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman), however, 
his Oakland-raised cousin Erik “Killmonger” 
Stevens (played by frequent Coogler collabora-
tor Michael B. Jordan) plots to return to the 
land of his father and usurp the throne for 
the sake of an end goal that he sees as racial 
justice.

Much has already been said of Killmonger 
and how he breaks free of the Marvel vil lain 
mold. Barring Tom Hiddleston’s Loki, Marvel ’s 
vil lains are either shallow characters or are 
downright forgettable. Ronan from “Guardians 
of the Galaxy” just wanted revenge. Killian 
(Guy Pearce in “Iron Man 3”) also just wanted 
revenge. As for Malekith, well, not only did 
I have to look up his name, but I also can-
not remember a single thing he said or did in 
“Thor: The Dark World.” 

And yes, when you boil it down, Killmonger’s 
objective is also just revenge. However, it ’s 
revenge rooted in social circumstance. Growing 
up as a black child in Oakland, Cali f. probably 
isn’t the most pleasant experience, especially 
af ter becoming an orphan. Kil lmonger did 
not grow up in an af f luent, high-tech African 
nation; he had to struggle in one of America’s 
most crime-ridden cities and experience preju-
dice. And I love the fact that the movie doesn’t 
just say this outright; it ’s something that’s 
heavily implicit. Killmonger’s pain leads him to 
become the very thing he hates, which makes 
him a fascinating, complex vil lain.

Also, Jordan can now safely say that he has 
escaped the stain on his f i lmography that is 
“Fantastic Four.”

As for Killmonger’s partner Ulysses Klaue, 
a vil lain returning from “Age of Ultron,” Andy 
Serkis seems like he’s having a helluva time 
playing such a hammy role without having to 
wear a mo-cap suit. But in the grand scheme 
of things, Klaue is a throwaway villain and the 
f i lm spares no time in acknowledging this.

Most of the rest of the cast could not be 
considered throwaways, though. Boseman is 
back in top form as the Black Panther, King of 
Wakanda, superhero and sovereign ruler. He’s 
personable and f ights for his country, but the 
f igurative crown doesn’t require him to have 
a stick up his ass. His sister Shuri (Letitia 
Wright)  plays of f of him well with her mis-
chievous demeanor and intelligence. She is the 
f i lm’s heart, as well as its greatest source of 
comedy (and nif ty gadgets).

Danai Gurira of “Walking Dead” fame trades 
her katana in for a spear and her survival gear 
for an elaborate, awesome-looking red combat 
suit as the head of Wakanda’s royal guard. 
While she kicks the most ass, she’s also part 
of some ham-f isted drama between herself and 
her lover W’Kabi, played by Daniel Kaluuya 
(We know they’re lovers because she tells us 
they are). After playing such an interesting 
protagonist in “Get Out,” it ’s a shame to see 
Kaluuya having to portray such a thinly writ-
ten character who changes allegiances on a 
dime. Victim to exposition and some truly 
goofy scenes with CGI rhinos, he is the f i lm’s 
greatest writing casualty, mostly existing to 
serve the plot rather than himself. 

Speaking of the CGI, “Black Panther” is 
heavily reliant on it, for both good and il l. It 
would be pretty much impossible to depict 
Wakanda in its purple-tinged sci-f i tech glory 
otherwise, but then you have the f inal battle 
with the aforementioned CGI rhinos and a 
literal catf ight between men in mo-cap suits. 
At that point it looks less like a battle and 
more like a violent Robert Zemeckis f lick. 

There’s just something about CGI — when used 
to depict things you could otherwise depict 
practically — that kil ls immersion. You can’t 
have Black Panther f ighting Killmonger on a 
mag-lev train track, of course, but can’t they at 
least be in actual suits? It ’s the movie’s climax; 
it deserves the feeling of authenticity that had 
been fairly consistent up until that point.

Then again, a f ight is only as good as the 
story behind it. It can be f lashy, it can look 
badass, but i f you don’t g ive a shit what’s hap-
pening with the characters then the f ight is 
just that. “Black Panther,” besides being about 
a king f ighting for what’s his, also delves into 
themes of responsibi l ity. Wakanda has the 
technology and resources to enhance the lives 
of millions. But should it? T’Challa grapples 
with this question throughout the f i lm, which 
drives his decisions and his interactions with 
his loved ones. 

Killmonger, however, thinks Wakanda ought 
to arm people of color to rise up against their 
oppressors. The f i lm is very much interested 
in observing how people uti lize power, both 
of the f ictional superhuman variety and the 
political variant. In a world where we have 
politicians making increasingly stupid deci-
sions all across the bloody planet, it ’s certainly 
not something to quickly dismiss. 

So we have a smart Marvel movie that’s not 
set in New York for once and has an awesome 
cast to play fascinating characters, a gorgeous-
ly rendered setting and an engrossing story 
that develops its characters well and leaves me 
excited to see them in a couple more months 
when “Inf inity War” drops. 

The only reason I could f ind not to see this 
movie is having to sit through several trailers 
for what look like progressively shittier mov-
ies. That, or you’re an astounding racist. In 
which case, sucks to be you.

 
Alex Wehrung apologizes in advance if he 

offends anyone from Oakland. 
   

Kendrick Lamar Curates Soundtrack to a Marvel Universe
Ryan Hykes
Staff Writer

“Black Panther,” Marvel ’s latest entry in 
its ubiquitous Cinematic Universe, has been 
generating incredible buzz for months. Then 
Kendrick Lamar, who is perhaps hip-hop’s 
most famous artist right now,  gave his of f icial 
cosign with the announcement of a soundtrack 
curated by the Compton rapper. With the f ilm’s 
release this past weekend, Lamar has given 
music and movie fans alike a look inside the 
world of Wakanda with his Black Panther: The 
Album last Friday. 

The album brings together Lamar and his 
Top Dawg Entertainment label-mates along 
with contr ibutions from James Blake, The 
Weeknd and a variety of up-and-coming South 
African artists. Thanks to Lamar’s creative 
direction, the album manages to stay more 
cohesive than most “Various Artists” albums 
do with more hits than misses.

Sti l l , fans of King Kendrick should not 
expect this album to live up to his solo records. 
Black Panther: The Album is, at the end of the 
day, a soundtrack. Lamar’s appearances are 
mostly limited to the catchy hooks. His verses 

are solid, but they don’t reach as deep as his 
verses on To Pimp a Butterf ly, for example. For 
fans with that in mind, there is a lot to love 
here. 

The song “X” is a banger and Lamar’s refrain 
“Are you on ten yet?” will get stuck in your 
head in the best way possible. South African 
rapper Saudi makes a good f irst impression on 
American listeners, but Schoolboy Q steals the 
show on this cut with the best verse on the 
entire album. 

Other standout tracks include “Paramedic! ,” 
in which rap group SOB x RBE bring youthful 
energy into their verses, as well as “Big Shot” 
and “Black Panther,” which feature Lamar 
more prominently.

The album’s production brings together the 
various feature spots into a fairly cohesive 
a lbum. The calmer moments l ike “I Am,” 
featuring Jorja Smith, and “The Ways,” with 
Khalid and Swae Lee of Rae Sremmurd, help 
balance with the deeper themes with more 
energetic cuts. That energy comes in the form 
of the heavy driving rhythms that dominate 
songs like “Opps,” “King’s Dead” and “All the 
Stars,” which feature SZA’s gorgeous vocals. 
Beats like these help give the album a unique 

f lair and sound. The presence of South African 
artists mixed with more well-known Western 
voices also give a unique perspective that the 
album and the movie tries to embody.

Black Panther: The Album is worth a listen. 
Its singles are catchy and the album is full of 
passionate performances by the multitude of 

featured artists. Its ties to the f i lm make it hard 
to shine as a stand-alone album — but that’s 
not the purpose of a soundtrack. Fans will be 
happy to see all these artists come together 
with Kendrick Lamar’s direction, but in the 
end the f i lm itself is set to break barriers and 
records — not the album inspired by it. 

Rising Hollywood star Chadwick Boseman takes on the starring role of T’Challa: the film’s brawny 
protagonist, protector of Marvel nation Wakanda and instantly classic superhero Black Panther. 

LILY GARCIA-DALY / DAILY NEXUS 

Fans will be happy to see all 
these artists come together with 
Kendrick Lamar’s direction, but 
in the end the film itself is set to 

break barriers and records —not 
the album inspired by it. 

“

By hiring a person of 

color to write and direct 

a superhero film about 

people of color, the film 

gains cultural insight and 

credibility. Ryan Coogler’s 

“Black Panther” is a film 

rooted in real-life issues 

that tells one of Marvel’s 

more grounded stories 

while being set in an 

unabashedly sci-fi setting. 

“
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Claire Horsley
Staff Writer

It’s midterms, my dudes. You probably 
procrastinated and have some late 
nights ahead of you. So, if you are a 
dedicated student and hardcore Yerba 
supporter, consider these 10 alterna-
tive ways to get your Yerba fix. It’s 
time to ditch your mainstream ways 
because no one likes a basic bitch.

1. Tampon Plugging: 
When you’re feeling like a slug, you 
know it’s time to plug, so give that 
Yerba tampon a snug vaginal hug. 
Tip: For those who do not have a vagina, 
do not feel left out. You can insert a Yerba-
soaked tampon into your anus.

2. Butt Chugging:  
What are you waiting for? Put that 

shit in a funnel to get it in your tunnel. 
Tip: Use anal beads or butt plugs often, so 
the funnel slides in real nice. 

3. Snorting: 
After taking too much up your rec-
tum, look no further than your sep-
tum. Damage your nose, not your 
GPA!
Tip: Use a laminated bill (waterproof) or 
a shortened redvine. 

4. Shooting Up:
If you’re looking to reboot, take the 
fast route and just shoot that hoot. 
Tip: To all you premed students, help your 
friends shoot up. It’s a great practice.

5. Gummy Bears: 
If you swear that you can no longer 
stare at your computer and you’re 
feeling in despair, then soak some 

gummy bears in Yerba and pop them 
if you dare. 
Tip: Soak gummy bears in Yerba until they 
reach approximately the size of Brad’s 
dick. 

6. Eyeballing:
Midterms shouldn’t make you cry, so 
dry your tears and drop some Yerba 
in your eyes — I promise, you’ll f ly as 
high as the sky. 
Tip: Use a child eyedropper for exceptional 
precision. If you cannot find one, pop 
over to the chem building and borrow a 
dropper. 

7. Vapor:
Put down the rolling paper. Instead, 
inhale the Yerba vapor.
Tip: If you don’t have dry ice on hand to 
pour the Yerba over, you can #DIY and 
use your bike pump. 

8. Shotgunning:
Your studying might not be done, 
but you can still have some fun and 
stun everyone in the library while you 
show off how you shotgun. 
Tip: If you’re a real pro, you’ ll ditch the 
keys and wolf bite instead. 

9. Rub a Dub Tub:
If you shotgun, you may choke. So, if 
you feel like you’re gonna croak, sit in 
a tub of Yerba and just let it soak. 
Tip: Be sure to bleach your tub beforehand. 
You don’t want the remnants from IV 
nights to mix with your Yerba. 

10. Sipping:
If you don’t feel like caffeine tripping, 
you’re a pussy and you should focus on 
your sipping. 
Tip: If this is you,reevaluate your life. You’re 
probably dull and universally forgotten. 

Mia Roncati
Staff Writer

I know, I know, no one 
wants to hear another 
sorority girl complain 
about her trivial problems 
like formal being cancelled 
or no chardonnay in the 
dining commons, yet you 
should really hear me out. 
These issues REALLY 
matter, and I’m sick of 
just yelling them into the 
void or complaining to my 
GroupMe about them. Yes, 
I’m an educated, middle-
class, relatively attractive 
woman living in a first-
world country, but that just 
means my problems are of 
first importance. 

1. Having to walk all the 
way from 65 block to 68 
block to party-hop
I mean, come on! That’s a 
million light years away, 
and unlike Jessica Simpson, 
these black booties are 
NOT made for walking. 
Please shrink I.V. down to 
at least 65/66, or make it 
illegal to have parties past 
that. 

2. The $4.20 deal at 
South Coast doesn’t 
include every sandwich.
If you’re going to make a 
deal at the greatest time 
in the universe, why can’t 
every sandwich be on it? 
Paying $9 normally for a 
sandwich that can last me 
at least two meals is absurd 

and overly expensive. Just 
put the dang pesto sammie 
on there.

3. Chem 1179
Do I even need to explain 
this one? Build a movable 
sidewalk around UCSB; 
I’m not paying tuition to 
bike.

4. The UCEN Starbucks 
doesn’t except Star 
Rewards.
Okay, maybe this one is 
slightly personal, but 
HOW. Is it not a function-
ing Starbucks? Does it not 
already accept phone pay-
ment?! And they didn’t even 
tell me until I ordered my 
caramel macchiato with 
extra caramel sauce and 
went up to use my stars 
that I had worked hard to 
EARN. I was so embar-
rassed I paid for the drink 
anyway. Rude. 

5. When someone parks 
their beach cruiser next 
to your bike
AND THEIR DUMB 
BASKET BLOCKS YOU 
IN!!! They should be 
banned on campus; I’m 
serious. If someone does 
this to me one more time, 
I’m popping their tires. If 
I’m going to be late to class, 
so are they. Don’t @ me. 

Mia Roncati is a third-year 
student who can be heard 
yelling about her Starbucks 
in a Jersey accent at the 

Tampon Plugging and Butt Chugging: Your Midterms Guide to Yerba

Student Laments
First-World UCSB 
Problems, Insists 
You Don’t @ Her
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Taylor Glastetter
Reporter

Upon watching this year’s Olympic opening ceremony, I had a sudden 
realization that I’m not all that different from this year’s athletes. The major 
difference between us has to do with our diets. So, if you’re like me and feel 
like you’re on the cusp of being a top-tier athlete but couldn’t quite stand with 
the others because of your subpar dining habits, then this article is for you. 
This is how you, too, can eat like an Olympian, based on your chosen sport.

If you want to eat like ice dancer Madison Chock: 
Stock up on loads of water, fruit and colorful veggies. 
In an interview with Delish in January, Chock said, “I try to lean towards 
a fish diet, and dairy is the one thing that we’ve [she and her partner Evan 
Bates] been conscious about …  cutting back on cheese, milk and eggs.” 
However, don’t feel like you have to cut out all the bad in your meal plan. 
Despite their pretty strict diet, Chock and Bates still make time for the 
occasional Taco Tuesday.

If you want to eat like cross-country skier Sophie Caldwell: 
Eat to replenish burned fuel. With all the activity that Caldwell does on and 
off the back slopes, she has to make sure she’s keeping her nutrition intake up 
to keep her on top of her game. Unlike Madison Chock, Caldwell actually eats 
quite a bit of dairy, with yogurt and cheese popping up throughout the day. 
“I’m from Vermont, and my favorite cheese is definitely Cabot cheddar. You 
can always find a big block of that in my fridge,” Caldwell told Delish. 

If you want to eat like alpine skier Ted Ligety:
Don’t count calories, just make sure you’re getting the right nutrients. 
Ligety told ABC News in January, “We definitely try to eat more food than 
less food. I try to eat really healthy, a high-protein diet with lots of vegetables.” 
Ligety focuses on foods high in protein and carbs to keep up his energy and 
prepare for his rigorous workouts.

So now that you know just what to eat to prepare for those games, get out 
there and bring home the gold!

Morgan Bakowsky 
Staff Writer

For the last three years and three months I have 
been a vegetarian. Aside from a few moments 
where I was unaware of chicken broth in certain 
restaurant foods, I have not had any actual slip-
ups. As I emotionally prepare to start eating meat 

again soon, I am 
thinking about 

just how 
much of 

it I am 

going to incorporate into my diet. After much 
thought and research, I have come to one clear 
conclusion: I will not eat pork. Here are f ive 
reasons why you should reconsider eating pork as 
well. 

1. Factory pigs are filthy
Pigs are very clean animals in nature. When 

they have plenty of space to live, they separate 
the place where they defecate from the places 
they drink water, cool off and eat. However, they 
do not have sweat glands. This means that they 
overheat easily, so to alleviate this they roll in mud 
like many other thick-skinned animals. Pigs that 
live on small farms and in the wild do this without 
problem; however, the pigs that are processed for 
consumption in the United States are often forced 

to do all of this in one small space. 
This leaves them susceptible to reabsorbing 
anything that they excrete, including but 

not limited to: bacteria, toxins, disease, 
worms, common allergens and parasites. 

Even though they have clean habits, 
they are the farm animal that carries 

the most of these things in general. 
This is not just because they do 

not sweat out the things their 
skin absorbs, but they also 

have digestive systems 
that work quickly but 
ineffectively so they 
do not f ilter out most 
of the unhealthy 
things they eat. Pigs 
are known to eat 
feces (their own 

or anything 
else’s), dead 
animals and 
trash when 
food is short. 
A n y t h i n g 
that is in 
those items 
goes into a 
pig’s meat. 

2. Their meat is not healthy
Besides storing various unmentionables, pigs 

store a lot of fat in their meat. Consumption of 
large quantities of saturated fat over time has 
been linked to various lifestyle diseases such 
as heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes 
and osteoporosis. In addition, most of the pork 
provided in the United States and other large 
capitalist economies is processed. In order to keep 
up with the consumption of pork, the industry 
needs to raise as many pigs as possible. As I 
mentioned before, pigs are exposed to a lot of 
bacteria and disease, so they get pumped full of 
antibiotics to treat them as well as various drugs 
to make them get fatter more quickly. When eating 
pork, you may be getting these as well, and this 
is linked to resistance to superbacterias and can 
cause other medications you might take to be 
ineffective. 

3. Production is bad for the environment
Factories used to produce pork products take 

up a lot of land that could be used for (forgive 
my language) organic food products. Pork could 
potentially be produced ethically and safely on 
farms where pigs can keep themselves cleaner 
and be treated a lot better. A whole lot of water is 
also used in these factories in order to process the 
meat. On a farm, this would instead be used for 
feed, water and cleaning which would drastically 
reduce the amount wasted on washing away the 
byproducts of slaughter. Speaking of byproducts, 
did you know that all of the pigs’ feces, urine and 
anything else washed out of their pens is dumped 
in locations where it can easily be blown into 
or tracked onto the property of people living or 
working near a factory farm? Now you do. GROSS. 

4. The industry is filthy
It is no secret that pigs and other farm animals 

forced into factory production live in cruel and 
unclean living conditions. Likewise, the working 
environment for humans is also unfair. The work, 
as expected, is undesirable and is therefore done 
mainly by undocumented workers who are paid 
less than minimum wage. Reasons that the work 
is undesirable include: working in pig feces and 

remains, being exposed to an element in pig brains 
that causes neural damage in humans and heavy-
quick moving machinery. Many workers in the 
industry wind up with permanent disabilities and 
injuries.

While these workers are slaving away, the big-
wigs they are working for are sitting back and 
profiting. Most of the pork produced, in not just 
the U.S. but also the world, is under a few large-
scale companies. This takes away from the profit 
of small farmers while f illing everyone’s bellies 
with meat that is less clean and healthful than the 
meat that comes from small-scale farms. 

5. Bonus round: religion, genetics and ethics
Many cultures throughout history have 

disavowed pork because of its impurity. This 
includes various Christian religions in addition to 
sects of both Islamism and Judaism. Remember 
in highschool when we dissected pigs? That 
is because genetically they are very similar to 
humans, and if that isn’t enough for you, they are 
similar in intelligence to dogs. Pigs like to play and 
are known to be smarter than dogs (please don’t 
crucify me). Ethically, eating pork is like eating 
one of your family. 

So what can we all do?
As someone who eats well-balanced meals all day 

on some days but eats carbs all day on others, I’m not 
one to judge people on their dietary choices. I think 
that everyone has the right to eat whatever they want 
and it’s nobody’s business. I do, however, have some 
recommendations, at least when it comes to pork:

- Be informed about the source of 
the pork you eat and the conditions it 

is produced in.

- Limit consumption of pork to 
maintain a healthful diet.

- Try local meats and produce.

HOLY HAM! Should You Remove 
Pork From Your Dinner Plate?

How To Eat Like an Olympian

ALYSSA LONG / DAILY NEXUS

Rachel Lee
Reporter

After coming to college, I’ve fallen into the 
trap of the coffee-drinking world. But in the 
coffee world, there’s so many drinks to choose 
from and as a newbie it’s quite overwhelming. 
If you need the caffeine but are lost in the sea 
of choices, look no further because here’s a 
guide to start you on your coffee-drinking 
journey. Come and join me as I set out on a 
task to see which coffee drink is the tastiest 
and most efficient at the dining commons.

Espresso
This coffee was by far the strongest of the 

three. Not only did this taste like that rich cof-
fee bean smell, but it was the most efficient in 
getting me through the day. I found that I was 
more awake throughout my day compared to 
the other days with the cappuccino and latte, 
probably on account of the 64 mg of caffeine 
per ounce.

Cappuccino
Calling all my chocolate lovers: This drink 

is perfect for you because it tastes very much 
like a chocolatey coffee. The cappuccino was 
more of the middle-man between the three 
drinks, not as strong as the espresso but not 
as milky as the latte. I felt the caffeine wearing 
off near the end of the day, but it did get me 
through my classes.

Latte
This one was the sweetest out of the three. 

If you’re in need of caffeine but don’t love the 
coffee taste quite as much, this is the perfect 
drink for you. However, I found myself doz-
ing off through some of my classes later in 
the day. 

After this small coffee-drinking journey, 
I would say the cappuccino was my favorite 
since it wasn’t too strong but kept me going 
through the day. But the thing I learned and 
loved the most about coffee is that it’s com-
pletely do-it-yourself; you can choose to add 
more sugar, milk, creamer, etc., to your liking. 
I’m no coffee expert, so go to the dining com-
mons, whip yourself up a cup of joe and see 
what works best for you!

CHRISTINE KIM / DAILY NEXUS
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Jacqueline Wen
Staff Writer

Scientists studying the origins of life investigate the condition 
and process by which organic molecules, such as proteins, came to 
occur. One popular hypothesis for the origin of life is the RNA World 
Hypothesis, describing a prebiotic (“before life”) stage in which RNA-
based life forms are believed to have existed before DNA-based organ-
isms. RNA is vital to the production of amino acids, which create 
chains to form proteins necessary for structure, function and regulation 
of body tissues.

Recently, researchers at UC Santa Barbara have discovered that the 
amino acids arginine and, to a lesser degree, lysine may have greater 
importance than previously thought regarding the origin of life. 

Technically, it isn’t the arginine as we know it today, but rather its 
prebiotic equivalent containing the same properties. “We’re very care-
ful in that we don’t say arginine is biologically plausible; we say that 
something with the same biophysical properties that arginine has will 
have been necessary in this prebiotic state,” Celia Blanco, postdoctoral 
researcher in the Chen lab and lead author of a paper in the journal 
Current Biology, said.

 “Some people have said that arginine hasn’t played a significant role 
because when deciding what we think would have been prebiotically 
available or what we think could happen during a prebiotic state, for 
years, the criteria we use for such experimentation were mainly deter-
mined by which amino acids we can synthesize in the laboratory. And 
arginine and lysine are very difficult to produce or synthesize,” Blanco 
said. 

Another widely used criterion lies in inspecting the composition of 
meteorites and deep-sea hydrothermal vents, other highly explored 
sources for the origin of life. Arginine and lysine have not been found 
in meteorites, leading scientists to hypothesize that these amino acids 
would have occurred later in the stages of life. 

Interestingly, when the UCSB researchers began their examination of 
possible prebiotic scenarios, they weren’t focused on arginine or other 
specific amino acids, but rather on their properties. 

“Because we know that the role of proteins is to interact with RNA, 
an important property for proteins in a prebiotic world would be the 
ability to interact with RNA,” Blanco said. “So we thought that if we 
could figure out which properties of a protein favor RNA binding, we 
could fill in which properties primordial proteins will have had in order 
to start performing those reactions with RNA.”

Although they didn’t have preconceived ideas about the amino 
acids when they started, Blanco said, because arginine and lysine are 
positively charged molecules, the researchers did suspect they could be 
relevant for binding to RNA, which has a negatively charged backbone. 

“We think that the property that is essential for all this is the charge. 
We think that because arginine is positively charged, it makes it essen-
tial to RNA binding.”

In their research, rather than looking at complexes formed by pro-
teins and natural biological RNA, the scientists used complexes formed 
by proteins and aptamers (short stretches of RNA or DNA apt to bind 
to specific target molecules). 

As biological complexes have been subjected to many years of evolu-
tion, they perform tasks other than binding protein, which could have 
led to confounding factors. Using aptamers removed these confounding 
factors created by evolutionary pressures, allowing the researchers to 
draw conclusions on what is necessary for binding. “We wanted to use 
these aptamer complexes because they have been developed in vitro, 
meaning they’ve been selected to bind to the proteins and not for any-
thing else,” Blanco said.  

The scientists then collected these protein-aptamer complexes and 
analyzed their interphase, leading them to discover the over-repre-
sentation of positively charged amino acids, with arginine dominantly 
present. 

“The most relevant conclusion we can form from all this is that look-
ing at these properties is changing the idea we have of what could be 
prebiotically available and prebiotically plausible, and not necessarily 
just seen in experiments. The fact that we don’t observe something 
nowadays doesn’t mean it wasn’t there back in the day,” Blanco said. 

Arginine’s Larger (in) Life Role

The researchers point out that billions of years ago the biomolecule 
may not have been arginine but perhaps a primordial equivalent.

Courtesy of Wiki Commons

We think that the property that is 
essential for all this is the charge. 

We think that because arginine 
is positively charged, it makes it 

essential to RNA binding.

“

CELIA BLANCO

UCSB Marine Biologists Bring Ecology to Children
Ruth Sanchez
Reporter

Kelp forests are considered one of the most prolific 
and dynamic ecosystems on Earth. They provide 
food and shelter to thousands of fish, invertebrates 
and other algae. Studying the kelp forest is a valu-
able method for understanding many ecological 
processes.

To draw attention to the critical role the giant kelp 
plays both within and outside of the ocean, UC Santa 
Barbara marine biologists Carol Blanchette and Jenny 
Dugan wrote The Golden Forest, a children’s book 
which explores kelp forest ecology and biodiversity. 
The book was inspired by the Long Term Ecological 
Research Program (LTER) at UCSB which was 
established by the National Science Foundation to 
promote research on long-term ecological phenom-
ena. 

“It’s good for people to understand the world 
around them and know the important role kelp plays 
in the functioning of the ecosystem,” Blanchette said 
on the key aim of the book. “That kelp which washes 
up on the beach is not garbage, but an important food 
source for organisms and is used as a way of recycling 
nutrients and carbon along the coast.”

The story follows Owen, a young boy who travels 
from Colorado to coastal California to visit his cousin 

and aunt. With his family, he explores the beach and 
studies the vast array of life which depend on kelp 
and other ocean plants. Throughout his educational 
journey, he learns of the importance of kelp both in 
the water and along the coast. 

Just as the giant kelp provides food and protection 
to fish communities and marine mammal species 
underwater, so too does the kelp offer sustenance for 
invertebrates and bird species on the shore. Some bird 
species directly depend on the densities of larvae and 
invertebrates which inhabit the kelp. 

Through the Santa Barbara Coastal’s Schoolyard 
LTER program, K-12 students are able to read the book 
before visiting UCSB. Blanchette explains that the book 
allows the youth to have a fundamental level of under-
standing of coastal ecology before they explore the 
beach and UCSB’s Research Experience & Education 
Facility (R.E.E.F.). “With this background knowledge, 
they can really appreciate the kind of activities they do 
and what they observe,” Blanchette said 

While the Santa Barbara Coastal LTER continues 
to study the significance of land and ocean processes 
in structuring kelp forest ecosystems, there is a shifting 
focus of research for both Blanchette and the program. 
“A lot of the upcoming research areas for the LTER 
are going to be investigating more about how coastal 
climates are changing and trying to understand what 
the future holds for environmental variables.” 

The book unites existing study modules about kelp forests and the sandy beach to explore the 
idea of connections across ecosystems. MSI is developing additional curriculum based on the book.

Courtesy of ucnrs.org

Debris Flows in Montecito
Kirsten Allen
Staff Writer

In the early hours of Jan. 9, an enormous 
amount of rainfall fell on Montecito. The foot-
hills scorched by the Thomas Fire could not 
absorb all the water, creating a force of mud, 
debris, sediment, rocks and plants that pushed its 
way through the Montecito communities toward 
the Pacif ic Ocean. The path of mud led to dam-
aged homes, closure of the 101 freeway and loss 
of loved ones. 

Following this natural disaster, UCSB Earth 
Science professor Ed Keller held a talk about this 
event in Santa Barbara’s Faulkner Gallery. On 
Jan. 25, Professor Keller discussed the causes and 
effects of this mudslide. The Santa Barbara area 
is particularly vulnerable to debris f lows. 

The huge debris f low was brought on by the 
severe rainfall following the Thomas Fire. These 
types of natural events, such as f ires and f loods, 
occur cyclically, but can occasionally sync up, 
adding to the effects that have accumulated over 
the years. The synergy of the natural disasters 
creates a force that f ills streams, destroys every-
thing in its wake and prevents debris basins from 
its job. 

Due the storm earlier this year, large boulders 

were carried into the streets of residential areas 
and buildings in Montecito. These boulders made 
a devastating impact. Before Jan. 9, the boulders 
were stationary in creek beds. However, silt car-
ried by the water from the rainfall forced the 
boulders out of place. Silt is f ine sand carried by 
the f low of water, which then deposits as sedi-
ment. 

The Thomas Fire had destroyed the hillside, 
making sediment loose due to the lack of roots 
holding the landscape in place. The combination 
of loose sediment and rainfall moved the boul-
ders. Another contributor is the presence of a 
certain type of soil that absorbs water. This soil 
is usually common after wildf ires, and it helped 
to speed up the f low of the sediment-rich water. 
The density of the sediment f low was 120 pounds 
per cubic foot and the boulders were 150 pounds 
per cubic foot. 

Dr. Keller and fellow researchers surveyed 
the sites of the disaster in Montecito. If there 
is another storm, they hope to understand and 
predict the appearance of more boulders. Since 
the debris f low was more than they predicted, 
researchers hope to f ind an answer as to why. 
An event like this is very uncommon; therefore, 
it can be diff icult to prepare for situations such 
as the one right here in Montecito. People who 

lived in the area almost 100 years ago typically 
avoided living near creeks, but the homes that 
were lost in the f lood are built very close. 

Currently, researchers are keeping an eye on 

Montecito and involving themselves in commu-
nity outreach in those affected areas. Until the 
trees and plants grow back on the hillside, the 
soil will remain variable to its environment. 

The U.S. 101 Highway was closed early January as mudslides and flooding made driving nearly impossible 
in locations such as the Olive Mill Road overpass. Currently, researchers are keeping an eye on Montecito.

Courtesy of Mike Eliason
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ARIES
MARCH 21 - APRIL 19

Dark-chocolate covered 
blueberries.  You’ve got some layers.

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

A raw yellow onion. For 
when you’re feeling spicy ;-)

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Pickles right out of the jar to fix 
a hangover after a long night out.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

Pretzels as a substitute for dinner.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

Babybel cheese. And after you finish you 
get to eat the wax for a nice tasty snack.

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

Taki’s also as a dinner substitute.

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

Enough salt & vinegar chips to 
make your mouth feel all tingly.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

That scalding hot leaf beverage.

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

A tasty cool-cucumber juul hit.

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

An aggressive amount 
of shredded cheese.

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18
Butt-chugging three Yerba Mate’s 

and ascending to the fifth dimension.

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20
Cheese nips.

Argument in the Office: Should You 
Choose a Plant-Based Diet?

Harper Lambert
Opinion Writer

A few years ago, PETA.org published an 
article entitled “Top 10 Reasons to Go Vegan in 
the New Year.” Nestled between valid reasons 
like “save the planet” and “help feed the world” 
was this: “All the cool kids are doing it,” followed 
by a list of high-profile celebrities. 

Name-dropping those who “regularly 
appear in People magazine” is usually a failsafe 
marketing strategy. When it comes to veganism, 
however, this method is counterproductive. It 
makes veganism seem pretentious, undermining 
its personal benefits and positive impact. Worse, it 
contributes to the misconception that this lifestyle 
is only for the wealthy.

That being said, veganism is a privilege that 
not everyone can afford. Being able to subsist 
comfortably on an animal-free diet is only 
possible with sufficient time and money. Poor 
people are never included in conversations about 
going meatless and eating green. Those who say 
“anyone can go vegan” are turning a blind eye 
to classism, poverty and how the meat industry 
profits off of both.

There’s a reason why going full herbivore 
is called “converting.” Most people find the 
transition difficult because their favorite foods 
contain butter, eggs or milk. Ingredients like soy, 
rice, almond and coconut are popular substitutes 
for the real thing. They make the switch not just 
tolerable, but enjoyable. 

They’re also significantly more expensive. 
Writer Antonia Noori Farzan published an article 
about the cost of these alternative products. Over 
the course of a month, she compared the prices 
of her purchases to their non-vegan counterparts. 
In total, eating vegan costs her roughly $100 a 
month. If you’re a member of the middle class, 
that’s pricey. If you’re one of the 40 million 
Americans making minimum wage, that’s 
unthinkable. 

Veganism, however, is about more than 
paying for food — it’s also about having the time 
to prepare it. Vegan or not, home-cooked meals 
are both labor- and time-consuming. 

Along with meat and dairy substitutes (whose 
absence would “take the joy out of eating”), 
cooking made it easier for fellow Gaucho Lily 
Garcia-Daly to convert.“I was really lucky to 
have a family that supported my lifestyle change. 
Not everyone has a mom who would buy them 
almond milk in addition to normal milk for the 
rest of the fam[sic]. Not only did she encourage 
me to make my own meals, but she also made 
plant-based meals for my non-vegan family,” 
Garcia-Daly said.

Those living at or below the poverty line don’t 
possess the money, time or cooking equipment to 
accommodate a vegan diet. Some parents work 
multiple jobs or round-the-clock shifts to support 
their families. This leaves little time for stewing 
lentils or grilling tofu burgers. Even if cost 
wasn’t an issue, there’s no vegan equivalent of 
McDonald’s or KFC. Vegan options at fast food 
establishments are nonexistent, unless you count 
french fries. Even so, fast food is unhealthy and 
unsustainably grown, fundamentally clashing 
with vegan values.  

Unfortunately, fast food is the only option for 
those living in extreme poverty. While they aren’t 
America’s largest consumers of fast food, poor 
people are preyed upon by the industry more than 
other members of society.

This is the result of “food deserts,” which the 
fast food industry helped to create. Food deserts 
are low-income neighborhoods in which healthy 
and affordable food is scarce. In these same 
neighborhoods, Wendy’s and Taco Bells flourish 
on every corner. The multi-billion-dollar meat, 
agriculture and fast food industries collude to 

make their products cheap and easily accessible. 
As a result, obesity is rising in low-income areas 
and has surpassed smoking as a leading cause of 
death. 

These industries work together to trap the 
marginalized in a vicious cycle of poverty. The 
fast food industry is one of the most unequal 
industries in the U.S. While their CEOs are among 
the highest paid, their employees are by far the 
lowest paid. The meat and agriculture industries 
pocket an enormous profit from overworking 
and underpaying their employees. Many of 
these laborers are undocumented immigrants 
with no other employment opportunities. Fast 
food corporations profit as well, exploiting their 
workers and selling their labor back to them in the 
form of hamburgers and chicken nuggets. 

All of these industries have the lower class 
right where they want it: on both sides of the 
counter. There is no place for veganism in the 
struggle to survive on minimum wage. It’s not 
even a topic of conversation.

Therefore, claiming that veganism is 
universally accessible is ignorant. Preaching 
that veganism is morally superior is similarly 
inconsiderate. The implication that anyone who 
doesn’t convert doesn’t care about the earth 
vilifies the underprivileged. 

More importantly, it distracts people from the 
task at hand: finding solutions. The decision to 
go vegan isn’t as simple as plants versus meat or 
right versus wrong. Budget, schedule and family 
size also need to be taken into consideration. 
Veganism’s mission goes beyond winning 
over individuals — it involves tackling the 
intertwined injustices of the immigration system, 
poverty and the meat industry.

Rather than imposing judgment, advocates 
of veganism should focus on education and 
activism. There are also smaller-scale fixes. 
Vegans can encourage people to cut down on 
food waste and meat consumption, buy locally if 
they can afford it and teach people how to do their 
best with limited resources. The food industries 
may be rich and powerful, but there are still 
opportunities to effect change through individual 
action.

In reality, a plant-based diet is doable for most 
Americans. Protein sources like meat and dairy 
can be swapped out for beans, nuts and grains 
without additional cost. But to realize the vision 
of a sustainable food economy, veganism must 
be presented as more accessible and less elite. 
Otherwise, meat-eaters who can afford to convert 
will feel discouraged from doing so. Those who 
cannot will be left out of the conversation entirely.

So next time you hear someone say, “Everyone 
could go vegan if they wanted to,” challenge them 
to consider who they mean by “everyone” and 
who they’re leaving out.

Harper Lambert brings up the issues of making 
veganism a trend.

The signs as my favorite snacks.

Opinion writers Calista Liu and Harper Lambert discuss the merits and drawbacks 
of adopting an entirely plant-based diet

Take Animals Off the Menu

Calista Liu
Opinion Writer

I love animals. So do you, right? You 
might have walked past quite a few dogs 
on your way to class, even stopped for 
a moment to pet one of them. Maybe 
you have a puppy at home or your 
house is filled with cats or you have a 
rabbit that you just absolutely adore. 
Me? I have two dogs, a chinchilla and 
three birds back at home, and I can 
say with certainty that I love them all. 
Every six in ten Americans has a pet.  

Why do so many people turn to 
animals for companionship? Well, we 
aren’t as different from animals as we 
think.

We all seek happiness. We all do 
our best to avoid pain. Have you ever 
accidentally stepped on your dog’s paw 
and then felt like the most loathsome 
human imaginable? Why did you then 
continue to apologize profusely to your 
dog, even though you knew Buddy 
didn’t understand a single word you 
just said? 

We do this because we know that 
even though our pets can’t express their 
emotions in the same way as humans, 
they still feel. Dogs, like humans — 
like all animals — experience love and 
happiness, loneliness and fear, pain and 
suffering. 

Yet, every year, over 70 billion 
animals are raised and slaughtered 
in ways that would bring any human 
being with an ounce of compassion in 
their soul to tears. 

On factory farms, cows, pigs and 
chickens are crammed into filthy 
feedlots and injected with hormones, 
stimulants and antibiotics. Many of 
these animals are fed “renders,” which 
can range anywhere from dead and 
ground up cows to diseased animals, 
roadkill and euthanized pets instead of 
proper meals.  They live out their short 
lives bloodied, battered, breathing in 
toxic fumes, covered in sores and unable 
to move an inch, until they finally wind 
up as the ground beef for your Tuesday 
night tacos or the chicken nuggets you 
just ate for lunch. When I was younger, 
my family and I had the urge to save 
a hummingbird from dying outside 
in the cold, while also continuing to 
eat chicken for dinner. Why do we 
believe it is okay — even ethical — to eat 
certain animals but not others? We are 
conditioned at a young age to believe 
that cows, pigs, chickens, sheep and 
fish are somehow lesser than the dogs,       

cats, bunnies and horses that 
we love so dearly. 

The ignorance,   
apathy and 

hypocrisy of 
humans all 
sustain this 

unsustainable 
lifestyle 

of factory 
farming. In 
addition to 
the ethical 

immorality, 
consuming 

animals also has 
drastic ramifications 

for our planet. While 
13 percent of global 

greenhouse gas emissions are due to 
transportation, including road, rail, air 
and marine, a whopping 51 percent 
is due to breeding livestock and their 
byproducts. 

Thus, carpooling instead of driving 
solo, biking to and from work and 
even cutting down driving won’t be 
enough to save us, although doing all 
of these is still beneficial. In the United 
States, 55 percent of our water use goes 
toward animal agriculture, whereas five 
percent of water use is domestic or 
used for drinking, showering, washing 
dishes, etc. Consequently, shortening 
our showers and fixing leaky plumbing 
only saves a drop or two in the bucket. 
As if the effects of this industry 
weren’t already concerning enough, 
every minute, the animals bred for 
food produce seven million pounds of 
excrement. Lovely.    

Even with these facts, you still might 
remain apathetic to the detrimental 
effects animal agriculture has on 
the environment — it’s not like we 
only have one life-sustaining planet 
or anything. Climate change, water 
use, deforestation, species extinction, 
fisheries, land use and waste — all of 
these are severely affected by animal 
agriculture, whether we want to 
acknowledge our harsh reality or not. 
Every second, animals die and the 
earth pays for our ignorance, delusion 
and indifference. With billions of us 
consuming meat daily, the implications 
are frightening. Every day, we hear 
snippets of the environmental disaster 
surrounding us. Species of animals and 
plants are rapidly becoming extinct. 

The number of ocean dead zones 
is increasing. Every day, we have the 
choice to turn a blind eye or to do 
something. The excuse, “I’m just one 
person. What difference can I make?” 
just won’t cut it anymore. When the 
production of one hamburger patty 
requires 660 gallons of water — the 
equivalent of showering for two 
months — the impact each individual 
person has is huge.     

Still, there is hope. An entirely 
plant-based diet reduces your 
carbon footprint by 50 percent, but 
even consciously making the effort 
to reduce our meat intake makes a 
substantial difference. Although the 
ultimate, sustainable goal would 
be for everyone to become vegan, 
I’m taking baby steps. By removing 
animals from my menu, I’ve already 
come a long way from being the 
girl who posted a picture of her In-
N-Out cheeseburger  on Instagram 
a few years ago with the profound 
caption, “wow” and the heart-eye 
emoji. After nearly a year and a half 
of being vegetarian, I can definitely 
say the change was worth it. 

Start cutting down the amount 
of meat in your diet. Then, if you’re 
feeling brave, cut it all out. Start 
reducing the amount of animal 
products in your diet. Then, make 
the choice to remove them entirely. 
    Having compassion for animals is 
better for the animals. It’s better for your 
body. It’s better for your soul. It’s better 
for the environment. Having compassion 
for animals is better for the world.

Calista Liu wants everyone to 
consider the ethical consequences of 
meat-eating.

Plant-Based Privilege: Why Veganism 
Needs a New Approach

SIERRA DEAK / DAILY NEXUS
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