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UCSB Alumni Cycle from I.V. 
to Nicaragua and Beyond

Maura Fox
Editor in Chief

On Monday night, UC Santa Barbara alumni Daniel Connell 
and Quincy Lee settled in for a night of sleep at a f ire station in 
Managua, Nicaragua, after an eight-hour bicycle ride through the 
Latin country. 

“We had a pretty crazy day,” Connell recounted with a laugh. “It 
was just hectic with a lot of wind and a lot of sun. We had to ride 
almost 100 miles, and I ended up getting a f lat tire, but we made it 
to the f ire station, which was our goal.”

Connell and Lee have been on the road biking since Oct. 20, 
2017. After graduating from UCSB in the spring of 2017, the two 
saved up money from summer jobs and decided to embark on a trip 
from Isla Vista to Colombia, opting for a different mode of trans-
portation than the average traveler. 

“I thought, ‘What better way than to bike there?’” Connell said. 
“And then I thought, ‘What friend do I have that’s crazy enough 
to take on an adventure like that as well?’ So I gave Quincy a call.”

Lee considered the offer for about 10 seconds before saying, 
“Yup, I’m down.” 

They started biking from the 6800 block of Del Playa Drive, 
where Connell and Lee were met by friends who biked with them 
until they reached the edge of campus. They then rode through I.V. 
and onto campus, past the library and under Henley Gate. 

“Our f irst day, we rode out of I.V. through Santa Barbara. We 
ended up in Malibu that day, and up until that point, that was the 
longest bike ride of my life,” Lee said, adding that since then, he’s 
easily doubled the time he spends on his bike.

“It was pretty signif icant because the last four years of our life 
were at UCSB,” Connell ref lected. “That was our home, and it was 
a signif icant change to actually leave from that home to start this 
new segment of our lives.”

After reaching the U.S. border, they spent 80 days explor-
ing Mexico until they reached Belize. From there, they traveled 
through Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. Monday night’s rest 
in Nicaragua was another stop on their journey as they prepare to 
bike through Costa Rica and Panama until reaching Colombia. 

But the two will remind you that it’s not really about the des-
tination anymore, after having interacted with folks in numerous 
cities on their journey. They say they have experienced generosity, 
hospitality and love as they have been welcomed into the homes of 
strangers. 

“I think when we arrive in Colombia, we’re going to have a list 
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Daniel Connell and Quincy Lee stopped in Baja, California at a beach, where they can be seen with 
several mementos that they picked up along the way, including a ukelele, a guitar and multiple books. 

Courtesy of Daniel Connell

Honduras has been their favorite country to bike through so far. 

Courtesy of Daniel Connell

Connell and Lee met a man in Belize who offered them a place to stay for two 
weeks. He had crafted a sail boat out of materials he had found around his home. 

Courtesy of Daniel Connell



ACROSS
1 Taj Mahal city
5 Merry

11 One doing
serious crunching
in 29-Down

14 Perturb
15 Hang on a

clothesline
16 One of a swiveled

pair
17 1981 Richard

Pryor film
19 Sit-__: protests
20 Ancient Greek

theater
21 Merry old king
22 In a funk
23 Managed
24 Band whose

frontman passes
through the
audience in a
plastic bubble,
with “The”

27 Typical “Twilight”
fan

28 Billy of “Titanic”
29 Daisylike blooms
32 Pipe dream
36 Bartlett, e.g.
37 Distress signal
38 Pop
39 Chew out
42 Chic
44 “How steak is

done” sauce
45 Like a battery

needing a charge
46 “Everything but”

item
50 “Don’t __”: 2005

R&B hit
53 Dull discomfort
54 Chess ending
55 Cultural values
57 King of Spain
58 Jolly Roger fliers
60 The word, as

suggested by the
saying formed by
the ends of this
puzzle’s four
longest answers

61 Cab rider-to-be
62 Sheltered, at sea
63 Mimic
64 Lover of Tristan
65 Student’s

stressor

DOWN
1 Shady alcove
2 Dutch cheese
3 Gotten up
4 Choir member
5 “The Brady

Bunch” girl
6 Tin Woodman’s

saving grace
7 Auto race noise
8 Puts on a

pedestal
9 Arms supply

10 Caustic
substance

11 It’s measured in
alarms

12 Man cave
hanging

13 Church areas
18 Suss out
22 Leading a

charmed life
25 Guitar great Paul
26 Novel-sounding

beast
27 Outdoor dining

spot
29 Busy month for

11-Acrosses
30 Notice
31 Percussive dance
32 Homer call?

33 Charged particle
34 Like 2011, e.g.
35 Anti’s cry
37 Plot outline
40 “Delightful!”
41 Causes of pallors
42 Phil Rizzuto’s

number
43 Fall implements
45 Tried to lose, in a

way
46 Fate
47 Freeze, as a road

48 Herb in a bouquet
garni

49 Slot in a stable
50 Country that’s

nearly 25 times
as long as its
average width

51 Crosses one’s
fingers

52 Liability’s opposite
56 The other one
58 Key letter
59 Before, to a bard

By Erik Agard
(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 03/07/12
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so each row, 
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Court Case Could Bring Financial 
Strain to Public Sector Unions

Tom Steel of the Teamster 2010 Student Organizer said that not paying fees would allow non-union members the benefits of unions without paying dues. 
EVELYN SPENCE / DAILY NEXUS 

Evelyn Spence 
Asst. News Editor

Upcoming Supreme Court case Janus v. 
AFSCME could drastically affect the financial 
resources of public sector unions, including some 
of the fourteen different labor unions at UC Santa 
Barbara, according to Laurence Young, union 
representative for Teamsters 2010.  

If Janus v. AFSCME passes, it will reverse 
a 1977 decision in Abood vs. Detroit Board of 
Education that currently affects public sector 
workers in 22 states, including California. Abood 
affirmed that workers cannot be forced to join 
public sector unions. 

However, the case stated that non-unionized 
workers are still required to pay “fair share fees” 
because they ultimately benefit from union bar-
gaining activities. 

“We really see this case as an attack on unions 
to make us weaker,” Young said. “This is really 
about getting rid of unions and making every-
body individualized and atomized so that they 
don’t work together collectively.” 

Some argue that they should not be required 
to pay these fees if they do not want to pay and 
that forcing them to pay fees is a violation of their 
First Amendment rights. 

The plaintiff, Mark Janus, works as a child 
support specialist in the Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Services, according to 
an op-ed he wrote for the Chicago Tribute in 
January 2016. 

In the op-ed, he explains that when he was 
hired by the state of Illinois, he was not asked if 
he wanted a union to represent him. He later only 
found out the union was involved when money for 
the union was taken out of his paycheck. 

“The union voice is not my voice. The union’s 

fight is not my fight. But a piece of my paycheck 
every week still goes to the union,” he wrote. 

He wrote that he took his job because he 
cares about kids, but said he no longer wants to 
pay union dues. 

He added that he is not anti-union, but that 
“unions aren’t a fit for everyone. And I shouldn’t 
be forced to pay money to a union if I don’t think 
it does a good job representing my interests.”

Tom Steel, a third-year philosophy, ethics 
and public policy major and Teamster 2010 
Student Organizer, said Janus v. AFSCME would 
allow non-union members to “free-ride off the 
negotiating efforts of the union that everybody 
else pays into,” because labor unions are legally 
bound to represent them. 

Steel explained that non-unionized workers 
currently pay fair share fees that cover the cost of 
the bargaining contract that the workers benefit 
from, and that the case would make it so that 
individuals not represented by a union would no 
longer have to pay fees. 

“Free riders still have to be represented by the 
union. So if the free-riders have any grievances 
or any other issues like that, the union still has to 
expand resources to cover those members, even 
though those free-riders do not pay anything 
into the union whatsoever,” he added. 

Public sector union laws differ slightly from 
private sector unions, Young said. Public sector 
unions are funded by taxpayers, while private 
sector unions are funded by business entities. 

Janus v. AFSCME would affect public sec-
tors unions. Private sector unions would not be 
similarly affected. 

“There’s two sets of labor laws. One way to 
think of it is the private sector is governed by a 
national labor law, whereas the public section is 
done state by state. We fall under the California 

State Labor Law Code, the teamsters who 
work at UCSB and other unions too,” Young 
said. 

Teamsters 2010 is statewide and covers all 
10 UC campuses as well as the CSU campuses, 
according to Young. 

Young explained that when a similar law 
was passed in Wisconsin recently, public sec-
tor workers’ wages immediately decreased, 
and even the non-unionized workers saw their 
wages go down.

“This just really hurts the whole econ-
omy because here at UCSB we’re the larg-
est employer in Santa Barbara. Undercut my 
wages, then I’m not going to be able to shop 
locally, right, I’m just going to have to subsist 
on the bare minimum,” he said. 

Right now, unions act as a check on work-
place safety issues and workplace discrimina-
tion, Steel said. 

“[Unions are] able to do that because they 
have the financial resources to provide resources 
for their members, to provide legal guidance to 
establish a fair and equitable workplace,” he said. 
“If the unions lose this financial backing, because 
free-riders won’t pay into the union, not only will 
they lose their strength, but this check on the 
employer is going to be diminished.”

He explained that if Janus v. AFSCME is 
passed, employees could face challenges similar 
to those from the late 1800s and early 1900s, 
where “employees did not have a voice that was 
able to combat the whims of the employer.” 

“The bottom line is that this would weaken 
unions, and it would diminish the roles that 
unions have in their ability to protect their work-
ers,” Steel said. 

The Supreme Court will hearing opening 
arguments for the case on Feb. 26. 

Goings-On in 
I.V. This Week

The Trump Admisitration is discussing a new proposal to open American waters to oil drilling, with coastal state 
unified in their opposition. The lifting of offshore drilling could spur the economy but also harm the environment.

NEXUS FILE PHOTO

Proposed Calif. Offshore Oil 
Drilling Faces Opposition

Anyl Cheng
Reporter

Santa Barbara County’s response to the Trump 
Administration’s initiative to allow offshore oil drilling in 
nearly all United States coastal waters is projectively negative, 
most demonstrated by Congressmen Salud Carbajal’s call for 
the exemption of California’s Central Coast from oil drilling. 

On Jan. 4, 2018, the District of Interior’s (DOI) Bureau of 
Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) proposed a five-year 
plan that would lift former President Barack Obama’s off-
shore drilling ban that attempted to push the nation toward 
clean, renewable sources of energy.  

The proposed plan, which would be effective from 2019 
to 2024, would allow corporations access to gas and oil 
in U.S. coastal waters previously protected by the Obama 
Administration.    

Carbajal expressed strong opposition to the Draft 
Proposed Program (DPP), the first draft in a series of three 
proposals for the 2019-2024 cycle, in a letter addressed to 
President Donald Trump and DOI Secretary Ryan Zinke. 

“I am particularly concerned that expanding drilling 
into the Pacific region fails to recognize input from local 
stakeholders, ignores the impacts to our environment, and 
threatens our local tourism and commercial fishing indus-
tries,” Carbajal wrote in the letter. 

In his letter, Carbajal indicates support for Governor Jerry 
Brown’s advocacy for California’s exemption from the DPP’s 

plan, citing Santa Barbara County’s needs specifically due to 
the local region’s history with oil spills resulting from offshore 
drilling 

Annie Fergus, a third-year psychology major and intern 
at the California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG) 
UCSB chapter, explained that the BOEM’s initiative to open 
coasts to drilling was likely incentivized by monetary profit. 

“It obviously helps the economy. The more it makes us 
money, the less we rely on foreign oil,” she said.

Fergus explained that allowing offshore drilling would be 
an enormous step backward in efforts to convert UCSB into 
an environmentally friendly campus. 

California’s exemption from the DPP would have positive 
political implications by forcing transportation and energy 
industries to turn to alternative, more sustainable resources 
such as wind and solar energy, Fergus said.

Matias Eusterbrock, a fourth-year sociology and econom-
ics double major and vice chair of UCSB’s Coastal Fund, said 
that increased oil development makes clean energy seem like 
a better alternative. 

“I think that by not relying on such harmful forms of 
energy both in extraction and use, we incentivize the innova-
tion that we need,” Eusterbrock said.

CALPIRG recently released an email petition for campus 
community members to sign in opposition of offshore oil 
drilling. The group’s goal is to make the UCSB campus run 
on 100 percent renewable energy, according to Fergus. 
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Staff Report

GROOVY MUSIC WITH CYDEWAYS!
You definitely don’t want to miss out on some live music this weekend. 

Cydeways will be playing in the backyard of 6682 Pasado Rd. this Friday at 9 p.m. 
with special guests Irie Essence. Irie Essence will open the show, while Cydeways 
comes on from 10:15 p.m. until the noise ordinance kicks in at midnight. 

BRUNCH WITH JAMES 
This Saturday, the Merton House will be hosting an interfaith brunch with 

James Ferguson, a professor of anthropology at Stanford University and Endowed 
Chair. He has written “Give a Man a Fish” and “The Anti-Politics Machine,” and 
he is an expert in African culture and politics. There will be live music and free 
food. The Merton House is located at 777 Camino Pescadero, and the event will 
run from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

CULTURE BEHIND THE LUNAR NEW YEAR
Take some time this weekend to learn about Chinese, Mongolian, Tibetan and 

Korean celebrations of the Lunar New Year. This is also an opportunity to learn 
about the importance of different types of tea in East Asian cultures with Daanish, 
the Food Co-op’s Tea & Spice Curator. There will be a tasting of pu’erh, wuyi 
oolong and Keemun Hao ya tea paired with fruit and nuts. The event will take 
place on Sunday from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Food Co-op. 

CHILL WITH MINDFULNESS AND MEDITATION
For those interested in mindfulness and meditation, St. Michael’s Church will 

be hosting a Mindfulness and Compassion Meditation this Monday at 7 p.m. This 
event is regularly held on Mondays and includes a short dharma talk and guided 
meditation. St. Michael’s Church is located at 6586 Picasso Rd. 

PROTECT YOURSELF WITH A SELF-DEFENSE CLASS!
The Associated Students Commission on Student Wellbeing is hosting a self-

defense class on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at 5 p.m. Participants will learn proper striking 
and kicking skills and will have the chance to feel the burn with strength and 
circuit training. The class will be taught by Santa Barbara Krav Maga, and par-
ticipants can cool down afterwards with free Blenders smoothies.

SHOPPING ON A BUDGET 
As students, we’re all a little tight on cash, so head over to the I.V. Food Co-op 

on Tuesday at 5 p.m. to learn more about shopping on a budget. You can learn 
various tips and tricks, including building a pantry and shopping based off of pro-
motions and access-based pricing programs. There will be demos based on recipes 
from the cookbook “Good & Cheap: Eat Well on $4/Day,” which will be raffled 
off at the event.
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Transfer Student Alliance To Receive 
A.S. Resources With New BCU Status 
Simren Verma
Asst. News Editor

The Transfer Student Alliance (TSA) is the 
first of the Boards, Commissions and Units (BCU) 
to specifically represent transfer students at UC 
Santa Barbara after a unanimous vote at an A.S. 
Senate meeting last week.

The TSA will now be able to use A.S. resources 
and collaborate with other BCUs on campus. 
They will also receive an advisor and a significant 
increase in funding. 

The resolution was authored by Matt Nielson, 
vice chair of the TSA, Julian Armada, chair of the 
TSA and Kian Maalizadeh and Ilene Ochoa, who 
are both A.S. Senate liaisons to the organization. 

The four worked on the resolution during Fall 
Quarter and filed a motion to get the TSA certi-
fied as a BCU. 

The amount of funding the TSA will receive 
is still being discussed. According to Armada, 
Maalizadeh first suggested that the budget should 
be around $20,000, but then expectations were 
lowered to $10,000.

When the TSA was an entity of the Office of 
Student Life (OSL), their budget was no larger 
than $500, Armada explained.

Prior to the TSA becoming an A.S. entity, they 
received their funding solely from fundraisers and 
donations.

“We had to spend a lot of time raising money 
before we even put on events,” Nielson said. 

The TSA had their first meeting as a BCU on 

Monday, Feb. 12. Armada said he had seen an 
increase in membership since the TSA officially 
became a BCU. 

“It’s small now, but I’m hoping that their inter-
est will keep growing,” he said. 

“We’re one of the only UCs who didn’t have a 
transfer organization as a part of the Associated 
Students… That was shocking to me considering 
how many transfer students are being accepted, 
and it’s only increasing each year,” he added.

The previous board of the TSA had intended 
to make their organization an entity of A.S., but 
failed to do so due to a lack of guidance from 
Senate, according to Nielson.

With the help of Maalizadeh and Ochoa, the 
TSA was able to draft the proposal and complete 
the internal paperwork needed.

“A lot of the things we want to do is just advo-
cate for resources. With transfers, there’s no cen-
tralized voice,” Maalizadeh said. “There’s only so 
much a single person can do, but there’s so much 
that an organized group can do.” 

Maalizadeh envisions the TSA using its posi-
tion in A.S. not just to hold community events, 
but also to advocate for resources such as more 
tutoring services and a better transfer student 
orientation.

The TSA plans to work with the Transfer 
Student Center (TSC) by collaborating on events 
and utilizing the resources provided by the center. 

“Right now, I am a Transfer Peer Educator at 
the TSC, and I felt a division with the two even 
though we are serving the same constituents,” 

Ochoa said. “Now, I hope having a TSC liaison 
with the TSA will create more of a bond and col-
laborative efforts.”

All four authors of the resolution emphasized 
that they hope to see transfer students having a 
larger presence on campus now that they have 
adequate representation in A.S.

“Transfers come from everywhere, but we all 
have the same common identity of being a trans-
fer,” Maalizadeh said. “I want to make sure that 
when people go to UCSB as a transfer, they aren’t 
an afterthought.” 

A lot of the things we 
want to do is just 

advocate for resources. 
With transfers, there’s no 

centralized voice.

“
KIAN MAALIZADEH

UCSB Undergrad Advisor 
Was ‘Authentically Himself ’
Shomik Mukherjee
News Editor

A UC Santa Barbara undergraduate adviser and recently 
admitted graduate student passed away in a car crash early 
Saturday morning. 

Alan Anh-Phi Vu was born on March 31, 1989, in 
San Jose to Vietnamese parents. He had two broth-
ers, Nick and Bryant. His extended family, chock-
full of cousins, made for exciting childhood trips.   
While an undergraduate at UC Irvine, Vu met his partner, 
Thomas Franke. The two hit it off; Franke was immediately 
taken with Vu’s affinity for living in the moment. After receiv-
ing degrees in sociology and international studies, Vu moved 
in with Franke, first in Irvine, then New Mexico and finally 
Santa Barbara. 

They shared a home and life together at UCSB, quickly 
becoming a “college power couple,” Franke said. Vu got a job 
at the university, first in the Office of Admissions and later 
as the undergraduate adviser for the history of public policy 
major. 

He was later accepted into the Gevirtz Graduate School 
of Education. Franke, meanwhile, is a doctoral candidate in 
medieval studies. 

At home, the two owned a pair of pets: a bunny and a cat. 
Vu liked to say that raising the animals was practice for one 
day bringing up children together. 

Vu always spoke his mind, Franke said. If he felt some-
thing strongly enough, he’d say it — like the time he bit into 
a Mexican cinnamon roll and blurted out to Franke’s parents 
that it was too tough to chew on. It turned out he’d sank his 
teeth into the plastic wrapper, not the actual bun. 

Franke said he teased his partner about the gaffe, but Vu 
was already laughing hard enough at himself. 

“He was authentically, unselfconsciously himself,” Franke 
said.

Those who spoke about Vu had a lot of words in com-
mon: “social,” “committed,” and “caring.” Nearly everyone 
mentioned how much he loved his partner. 

“He would pick up and move to another country if 
Thomas wanted to, and it wasn’t because he felt obligated,” 
said Traci Lee, Vu’s best friend of over a decade. 

When Vu first told her about Franke, she said, he was 
certain the new romance would change his life. After meeting 
Franke herself, she was convinced. 

Lee and Vu met in their first year at UCI and were insepa-
rable for the next three. From their early months of friendship, 
Vu was intensely social, she said. Everywhere they turned, he 
would run into a few friends. Vu was always meeting people 
and always remembering them — along with everything they 

told him. 
“He could rattle off people’s majors like he’d memorized 

them,” Lee said with a laugh. 
While Vu was befriending half the school, Lee hit a rough 

patch in her freshman year. In a moment of quiet desperation, 
Lee called Vu on the phone. Within minutes, she said, he was 
at her door, ready to keep her company. 

Vu loved television, especially reality TV shows like 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race”. He had a penchant for his social media 
presence, including the various designs he curated on his 
Pinterest profile. 

Above all, though, he loved people.
“He could fill up a day just catching up with people and be 

completely satisfied,” Lee said. 
Vu also invested in his ethnic roots, serving a term as the 

co-chair of the UCSB Asian and Pacific-Islander Alliance 
(APIA). 

Sandi Isozaki, who works in Housing & Residential 
Services, said Vu was an integral part of making her feel legiti-
mized when she’d started at her job. He was supportive and 
genuine, she said, with a “compassion for the struggles people 
work with every day.”

Before his acceptance to the Gevirtz School, Vu spent time 
as a teaching assistant for several education courses. One of 
his fellow TAs, Matt Supancic, a fourth-year history major, 
said Vu has influenced him with more than just his lead-by-
example professionalism. 

Supancic, who is openly gay, said Vu’s openness and com-
fort with his own sexuality helped Supancic break out of his 
shell and come out to others. During a class assignment on 
personal reflection, Vu spoke about coming out to his family. 

“Seeing him open up to the students about that in front 
of me really gave me the confidence to talk about it more,” 
Supancic said. 

Years earlier, Vu had come out to Lee in college. On the 
cusp of a best friendship, the two had scarcely touched the 
subject, and Lee said she was afraid to ask. 

But one night, when Lee was “off-the-wall drunk,” she got 
sick on Vu’s bed — in classic college fashion. During their ensu-
ing conversation, Vu opened up about his identity. 

“He kept saying he didn’t want to disappoint people,” she 
said. “And I kept saying, ‘If anyone should be disappointed 
right now, it should be you, because I threw up on your bed!’ 
And he laughed about it and said, ‘You’re right. This is just 
part of who I am.’”

For Lee, who in college referred to her late best friend as 
her “other half,” Vu was the kind of person she wishes “every-
one could have had the chance to meet.”

“He was one of those people who I think I’m just going to 
spend the rest of my life trying to make proud.” 

Courtesy of Traci Lee

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
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The first year is an immersion in programming 
fundamentals. 

Careers in Tech! Recent grads have positions at Adobe, 
Amazon, Apple, Facebook, Google, IBM, Intel, Micro- 
soft, Oracle, Salesforce, Twitter and many startups.

Summer Practicum. Real-world experience through a 
tech firm internship, or a research or open-source project.

Who Can Apply? Students with a basic introduction 
in one programming language.

            Contact us: gradadvisor@cs.usfca.edu 
              Visit: usfca.edu/cs-bridge-UCSB

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to pursue a Master’s in Computer Science!
Application Deadline: March 15

M.S. in COMPUTER SCIENCE 
for non-computer science students! 

Program for Recovering 
Addicts Expands to Meet 
Diverse Community Needs

Stephany Rubio
News Editor

Gauchos for Recovery (GFR), which provides 
free recovery support for substance addiction 
and other addictive behaviors, recently expanded 
to meet increasing demand for its services and 
soaring attendance rates at weekly meetings. 

In 2017, there was a 50 percent increase in 
attendance for weekly Students for Recovery 
12-step open meetings, according to Angie 
Bryan, the GFR Recovery Program Manager. 

In response, GFR announced three new 
support groups for students and community 
members recovering from addiction. The new 
S.M.A.R.T. Recovery meeting and Graduate/
Non-Traditional Student 12-step meeting diver-
sify the organization’s approach, allowing for 
students with different paths and a more cogni-
tive method of addressing addiction.

GFR also began hosting an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting for family members and 
loved ones affected by people with substance use 
disorders, who are either working or not working 
toward recovery.

Bryan founded GFR in the fall of 2012 after 
working in the UCSB Alcohol and Drug Program 
as a marriage and family therapist. 

After researching other campus-based col-
legiate recovery programs, Bryan found a simi-
lar program at Texas Tech University, which 
provided grants through the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) for replication programs on other 
campuses. 

“I’ve been in long-term recovery for 13 years 
so this is something that I was really interested 
in,” Bryan said. “So [SAMHSA] paid for me to go 
out there and see their program and see how we 
might start it here.”

The Santa Barbara County Behavioral 
Wellness Department agreed to contribute start-
up funding for GFR after Bryan met someone 
within the department who “happened to be in 
long-term recovery also.” 

According to Bryan, UCSB is the only UC that 
has an Alcohol and Drug Program. The program 
has been around for nearly 10 years, which Bryan 
said shows that the university already recognizes 
that support is needed. She believes recovery f it 
naturally into the campus services. 

“We’ve been very lucky here because UCSB 
administration has always been really supportive 

of this program,” Bryan said. 
“The 18-25 age group is the fastest growing 

number of people going for treatment for alcohol 
and drug abuse. So we’re seeing a lot more stu-
dents coming to college already in recovery or 
students getting into recovery while in college,” 
Bryan said. 

At the start of the program, there were less 
than 10 people in attendance, and now at least 
a few dozen show up for meetings, according to 
fourth-year physics major and peer-intern Noah 
Shachar. 

“So nationally it’s a huge trend that we’re see-
ing, which is why there’s over 100 schools across 
the country that have some form of collegiate 
recovery support,” Bryan said. “We’re def initely 
one of the leaders in the country in development 
and what we have to offer here in our program.” 

GFR also hosts “sober events” for students 
to get out of I.V., including two camping trips 
a year, as well as “unity events,” Shachar said. 
The camping trips are organized in Spring 
Quarter around Deltopia and in Fall Quarter 
around Halloween. Bryan said these trips pro-
vide students alternative spaces when Isla Vista 
“isn’t a recovery-friendly environment.” 

“Nobody is mandated to come to our pro-
gram; it’s all people that want our support on a 
voluntary basis,” Bryan said.

Advocacy work helps change campus culture 
and reduce the stigma that a person in recovery 
is a “stereotypical addict,” Shachar and Bryan 
agreed.

“When we use the term ‘person in recovery’ it 
sounds like someone that is trying to make some 
changes and are goal-oriented toward recovery… 
Someone in recovery is constantly in recovery 
and constantly improving upon themselves,” 
Shachar said. “We’re here to show people that 
you can start doing that at any time, at any age, 
in any situation — if that’s what you want.”

GFR just ended its last year in contract with 
the county Behavioral and Wellness department 
because of policy changes. It is uncertain where 
funding will come from next year. However, 
Bryan said she is not worried because of support 
from the university and acquired grants. 

“I’m trying to trust that things will happen 
because so far in developmental programs that’s 
just how things work,” Bryan said. “Right when 
we think something isn’t going to work, some-
thing always comes out of the work, and we go 
from there.” 

At the beginning of the Gauchos For Recovery program, there would be less than 10 people in attendance. 
However, there are now at least a few dozen attendees at every meeting, which is why are expanding. 
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UCSB Undergrad Advisor 
Was ‘Authentically Himself ’

told him. 
“He could rattle off people’s majors like he’d memorized 

them,” Lee said with a laugh. 
While Vu was befriending half the school, Lee hit a rough 

patch in her freshman year. In a moment of quiet desperation, 
Lee called Vu on the phone. Within minutes, she said, he was 
at her door, ready to keep her company. 

Vu loved television, especially reality TV shows like 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race”. He had a penchant for his social media 
presence, including the various designs he curated on his 
Pinterest profile. 

Above all, though, he loved people.
“He could fill up a day just catching up with people and be 

completely satisfied,” Lee said. 
Vu also invested in his ethnic roots, serving a term as the 

co-chair of the UCSB Asian and Pacific-Islander Alliance 
(APIA). 

Sandi Isozaki, who works in Housing & Residential 
Services, said Vu was an integral part of making her feel legiti-
mized when she’d started at her job. He was supportive and 
genuine, she said, with a “compassion for the struggles people 
work with every day.”

Before his acceptance to the Gevirtz School, Vu spent time 
as a teaching assistant for several education courses. One of 
his fellow TAs, Matt Supancic, a fourth-year history major, 
said Vu has influenced him with more than just his lead-by-
example professionalism. 

Supancic, who is openly gay, said Vu’s openness and com-
fort with his own sexuality helped Supancic break out of his 
shell and come out to others. During a class assignment on 
personal reflection, Vu spoke about coming out to his family. 

“Seeing him open up to the students about that in front 
of me really gave me the confidence to talk about it more,” 
Supancic said. 

Years earlier, Vu had come out to Lee in college. On the 
cusp of a best friendship, the two had scarcely touched the 
subject, and Lee said she was afraid to ask. 

But one night, when Lee was “off-the-wall drunk,” she got 
sick on Vu’s bed — in classic college fashion. During their ensu-
ing conversation, Vu opened up about his identity. 

“He kept saying he didn’t want to disappoint people,” she 
said. “And I kept saying, ‘If anyone should be disappointed 
right now, it should be you, because I threw up on your bed!’ 
And he laughed about it and said, ‘You’re right. This is just 
part of who I am.’”

For Lee, who in college referred to her late best friend as 
her “other half,” Vu was the kind of person she wishes “every-
one could have had the chance to meet.”

“He was one of those people who I think I’m just going to 
spend the rest of my life trying to make proud.” 

SB County Seeks To Improve Disaster Preparedness
Tamari Dzotsenidze 
News Editor
Hayley Tice
Asst. Data Editor

In the wake of the Jan. 9 mudslide that devastated 
Monetico neighborhoods, Santa Barbara County has 
unveiled new disaster preparedness policies to improve 
communication between the county and citizens.

The new policies include a 72-hour evacuation time-
line, an interactive county map and new storm evacua-
tion definitions. Residents can type their address into the 
map to determine whether they are in a high-risk area. 

At the time of the Thomas Fire and Montecito mud-
slides, the UC Santa Barbara Emergency Flip Chart did 
not outline specific procedures. The section of the chart 
titled “severe weather” says to monitor media reports, 
campus emails and ensure that roads are safe before 
leaving. 

For those experiencing severe weather at home, it says 
not to take risks to reach campus. 

“We have to continue to get better and learn more 
from every disaster,” said Santa Barbara County First 
District Supervisor Das Williams at a press conference. 
“We want to prepare this community for the next event 
and for the continued clean-up.”

Montecito Fire Protection District Division Chief 
Kevin Taylor said that the goal of these policies is to out-
line clearly the risks of impending storms, with a focus on 
the areas affected by the Thomas Fire. 

The county is urging citizens to sign up for alerts to 
ensure that they are aware of any weather changes. 

During the Thomas Fire, two alerts were sent out 
through UCSB Alerts to correct the erroneous evacua-
tion order issued by county officials and to alert students 
about the health risks at local beaches.

Associate Vice Chancellor John Longbrake said in 

an email that “unfortunately” only about 4,000 students 
subscribe to text alerts for UCSB Alerts. He encouraged 
students to sign up to receive these alerts at alert.ucsb.edu.

The county’s new policies outline a timeline for the 
72 hours before a storm arrives. There will first be a pre-
evacuation advisory, then a recommended evacuation 
warning and then a mandatory evacuation order. 

The Storm Evacuation Definitions says that with a 
mandatory evacuation order, “extreme risk for loss of 
property and life exists,” and that “personal discretion is 
not an option.”

In a press conference last week, Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff Bill Brown spoke about the possibility of future 
strong weather.

“A strong possibility exists that we will need to call 
for future evacuations,” he said. “While evacuations are 
inconvenient and troublesome, they are also temporary 
and incredibly important. Most importantly, they can be 
life-saving.”

In the case of an evacuation, university policies are 
also vague. According to the Flip Chart, the UCSB 
Emergency Operation Center Executive Policy Group 
has the power to implement an evacuation in the case of 
a “major emergency.” 

During the Thomas Fire, many students were frus-
trated about the poor air quality and the quality of the 
masks given out by the university. 

UCSB’s Student Health Services (SHS) typically keeps 
about 5,000 N95 masks on hand and ordered an additional 
18,000 during the fire, according to university spokesper-
son Andrea Estrada.

Estrada said that surgical masks were distributed as a 
temporary measure.

After the initial supply of 5,000 masks was distributed 
and SHS was waiting for delivery of additional N95 masks, 
surgical masks were distributed as a temporary measure.

In the wake of the Thomas Fire and the Montecito mudslides, Santa Barbara County officials remind 
all residents to check local emergency alerts as departments focus on improving communication. 
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public 
hearing will be held by the Board of Directors of 
the Isla Vista Recreation and Park District on 
March 8, 2018 at 6 p.m., for the purpose of con-
sidering the following ordinance

2017-001 “AN ORDINANCE OF THE ISLA VISTA 
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT ESTABLISHING 
OFF-LEASH AREAS FOR DOGS”,

 For more information and complete text, 
the proposed ordinance is available for public 
inspection at the District o�ce located at 961 
Embarcadero Del Mar, Isla Vista, California or the 
Distrct website www.iv.parks.org

“There’s no safe way to drill for oil and transport 
oil,” said Liam Horstick, campus organizer of UCSB 
CALPIRG. “We shouldn’t be drilling for more fossil fuels, 
anyway, because of the impact to climate change and 100 
percent renewable energy.”

Joan Hartmann, third district supervisor and Santa 
Barbara County representative, is currently working on 
several projects to push the county toward more sustain-
able sources of energy. 

According to an email statement from Hartmann, such 
projects include “evaluating Community Choice Energy, 
increasing buildout local distributed energy resources 
such as solar, demanding response and energy storage to 
create a more resilient energy system and promoting zero 
emission vehicles and infrastructure for these vehicles that 
don’t have internal combustion engines.”

The Dos Cuadros oil field holds about 11.4 million 
accessible barrels of crude oil under the Santa Barbara 
Channel and is part of what attracts oil companies to 
California’s Central Coast. The federally leased field is 
regulated by the DOI, not the state of California.

In early 1969, a well blowout about 10 miles from Santa 
Barbara’s coast in the Dos Cuadras field caused the spill of 
roughly 100,000 barrels of crude oil into the Santa Barbara 
Channel, polluting beaches from Goleta to Ventura and 
on four of the Channel Islands. 

Over 3,600 sea birds died, along with fish, barnacles 
and some marine mammals. The spill resulted in $9.5 mil-
lion of commercial and private property damage. 

The platform that caused the spill is currently still in 
operation today, along with its three sibling platforms.

The effects of the spill contributed to the passage of 
several environmental protection acts as well as the estab-
lishment of the US Environmental Protection Agency and 
the California Coastal Commission.

A major spill occurred again in 2015, when a Plains All 

American pipeline burst, sending 3,400 barrels of crude oil 
into the waters of Refugio State Beach. The pipeline has 
now been closed. 

The 1969 and 2015 oil spills have served as points of 
reference for many opponents of the DOI’s movement to 
open coastal waters to drilling. 

“The Central Coast knows all too well the risks that 
oil drilling poses to our communities, and I will continue 
to urge this Administration to take our coastline off the 
negotiating table,” Carbajal said in his statement. 

Since 1969, the California States Lands Commission 
has not granted any new offshore drilling leases within its 
jurisdiction limit of three miles off the coast, though exist-
ing operations were allowed to continue. 

The DOI temporarily paused operations on California’s 
Outer Continental Shelf following the 1969 spill until the 
passages of the National Environmental Policy Act and 
the California Environmental Quality Act in 1970. 

Another major component of the opposition to the 
proposal is California’s economy. According to Hartmann, 
coastal recreation, fishing and tourism are essential to the 
state’s thriving economy and the proposed program could 
be extremely detrimental to such industries. 

Like California, coastal states across the country 
rose in opposition against the BOEM’s proposed plan. 
Governors in Washington and Oregon joined Brown to 
sign a joint statement in early January saying that the states 
would take any measure to prevent oil drilling.

“They’ve chosen to forget the utter devastation of past 
offshore oil spills ... They’ve chosen to ignore the science 
that tells us our climate is changing and we must reduce 
our dependence on fossil fuels. But we won’t forget history 
or ignore science,” the statement read. 

The BOEM is currently holding public meetings 
across the country regarding each coastal state’s stance 
on drilling.

Continued from p.3
FRACKING

of about 250 people we’ll need 
to call, like ‘We made it!’” Lee 
laughed. “Not even people from 
back home, but people we met 
along the way.”  

Connell says after 100 days 
on the road, they have not yet 
paid for a place to sleep, instead 
relying on the kindness of locals 
including families, f iremen and 
policemen who welcome them 
into their homes and workspaces. 
Other nights, they have camped 
in parks, basketball courts, at bus 
stops or on the side of the road.  

They even strung a hammock 
between two broken semi-trucks 
one night. 

“And if it wasn’t the best rest I 
ever had,” Lee recalled.

The bikers will admit that 
the most challenging part of 
the journey has been the biking 
itself; pedaling up rocky moun-
tains for hours on end in extreme 
heat with bicycles that weigh 
about 140 pounds can take a toll. 

Both agreed the exercise has 
been as much a mental exer-
tion as a physical one. Often, 
they ride on freeways with trucks 
whizzing past them, with a clam-
or of honking horns in the back-
ground. 

Lee once faced off with a 
bull in the middle of the road, 
remembering that its horn came 
within inches of his handlebars.

He describes biking in these 
situations as a “mental game” 
that’s better than “any medi-
tation [he’s] experienced ever 
before.”   

Connell said one of the best 
parts of the trip has been “break-
ing that social stigma” that peo-
ple have about countries that are 
often portrayed in the media as 
dangerous.

Connell and Lee said they 
planned to go to an island in 
Belize for one day and ended 
up staying for two weeks after 
a man invited them to stay with 

him and his family. 
“It was something special 

because he lived on a separate 
island, and his daily commute 
from one island to the next was 
via his homemade sailboat that 
he made purely out of materi-
als that he found on the beach 
where he lives,” Connell said. 

They both agreed that 
Honduras has been their favorite 
country to visit so far, but only 
after some hesitation. 

“That’s a hard question!” they 
exclaimed in unison. Honduras 
is listed as one of the most dan-
gerous countries in the world, 
but the bikers agreed that they 
met some of the “most incredible 
people” in the country. 

“People are aware that their 
country is famous for being vio-
lent, and it’s really unfair because 
it’s just not true. Everywhere 
in the world there’s violence,” 
Connell said. 

As much as this trip has been 
a wild adventure and learning 
opportunity for Connell and Lee 
both now f luent in Spanish they 
have also been working toward 
another goal: raising $5,000 for the 
World Bicycle Fund. 

The organization brings bikes 
to impoverished communi-
ties around the world that lack 
proper modes of transportation. 
Connell and Lee’s goal of $5,000 
would be enough money to 
donate 30 bikes to people around 
the world. They have currently 
raised $3,000.  

“We’re using this tool [bicy-
cle] to change our lives… and 
to be able to help people use the 
same tool to change their lives 
and their community is really 
special,” Connell said. 

They are raising money 
through the organization’s web-
site and their personal blog, 
where they keep friends and 
family updated on their where-
abouts. 

Connell and Lee have two 
more months of biking ahead of 
them until they reach Colombia. 
Despite the long journey they’ve 
already had, they aren’t tired — 
anyone could hear it through the 
excitement in their voices. 

In fact, the travel mementos 
they have packed keep grow-
ing, adding more weight to their 
bags, although they would say 
it’s worth it. 

They currently are carrying a 
guitar, ukulele, multiple books, 
f ins to help them swim, cooking 
supplies and even a backgammon 
set, Connell said.  

“We had a backgammon set,” 
Lee reminded his friend. 

“Okay, we had a backgam-
mon set,” Connell conceded. “We 
recently lost that and it’s quite 
heartbreaking.” 

Yet it doesn’t seem to be the 
objects that have made this trip 
so worthwhile for Connell and 
Lee. Instead, it’s been the knowl-
edge gained along the way, the 
change in their worldview and 
the strengthening of their own 
friendship. 

“After four years at UCSB, me 
and Quince, to put it in funny 
terms, were homies,” Connell 
chuckled. “We would hang out, 
but we never actually traveled 
together, and to go from that to 
sleeping within a foot of each 
other we’re like a married cou-
ple.”

Perhaps at the end of the day, 
it comes down to a love of bik-
ing and a friendship that started 
at UCSB. One thing is for sure: 
Connell and Lee don’t seem to 
be stopping anytime soon  they 
are already planning their next 
trip of maybe biking through 
the Middle East, including Iraq 
and Iran, or from Colombia to 
Patagonia at “the end of the 
world.” 

They have a few rides ahead 
of them to f igure it out. 

Continued from p.1
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“But students were advised to return to Student 
Health to pick up the recommended N95 masks,” she 
said in email.

The fire impacted patient care at SHS as well. 
Estrada said that while SHS stayed open, its 

employees were unable to access electronic medical 
records during the blackouts and used “emergency 
procedures” for paper communication.

SHS has a backup generator that it used during 
these periods for essential services, such as keeping 
vaccines at proper temperatures and lighting.

According to Estrada, generators on campus are 
tested on a monthly basis, with an annual test where 
building emergency systems are transferred to the 
generator to simulate an actual event.

Estrada also said that the campus implemented 
several policies to respond to the fire, including 
a mutual aid provision among UC campuses, an 
Emergency Leave from Work provision and a memo-
randum of understanding between UCSB and the 
Red Cross that enabled the Red Cross to host a shel-
ter on UCSB property.

The campus communicated to students through 
email, a page on the UCSB Current, social media 
channels, a special Call Center that was created to field 
calls related to the fire and a banner on the website.  

Longbrake also recommended that students and 
other community members sign up for alerts from the 
county’s emergency alert system, Aware & Prepare at 
awareandprepare.org.

Continued from p.5
ACCOUNTABILITY
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SCIENCE & TECH
Kevin Flores
Staff Writer

Three years after its founding in the fall of 2015, 
the UCSB Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers 
(SASE) chapter was selected to host the organiza-
tion’s West Regional Conference for the first time. 
Bringing together students from around the region 
as well as professionals, recruiters and representa-
tives from various companies and schools, the con-
ference strives to provide its members with oppor-
tunities to network and to grow within their Asian 
American identity. 

The organization’s selection of UC Santa Barbara 
to host the 2018 conference marks the first time the 
chapter has been selected, a hallmark event in its 
brief but impactful history, but also a chance to dis-
play the various resources and amenities the UCSB 
campus has to offer. 

SASE is an organization whose mission is to 
bolster the Asian and Asian American identity in 
the S.T.E.M. fields, whether that be on a university 
campus or in the workplace. Additionally, its mem-
bers strive to both celebrate and promote diversity 
in all forms. Boasting a roster of more than 50 active 
members, the UCSB chapter has effectively solidi-
fied its place among other universities’ chapters.

The conference serves as a place for young Asian 
and Asian American scientists and engineers to 
explore professional and networking opportunities 
outside of academia. For many members, the confer-
ence marks their first foray into the perhaps daunt-
ing world of industry. 

“I feel like this is my first step into the profes-
sional world. I’d never attended anything where I 
had to wear a suit or dress formally,” second-year 
biology major Alicia Leung said. “I wanted to see 
how people presented themselves in these situations, 
especially people around my age.”

For a large majority of the members, the club pro-
vides a comfortable intersectionality between their 
major of choice and their cultural background. 

“One of the main things I wanted to do when I 
came to this school was to find some kind of extra-
curricular activity that related to my culture. But I 
also wanted to find an academic club,” Leung said. 
“When I heard about SASE, I thought it was a per-
fect fit. A good mesh between the academic and the 
social aspect.”

The theme for this year’s conference was 
“Empower You to Act,” wherein conference goers 
were encouraged to break stereotypes and expec-
tations commonly placed on Asians and Asian 
Americans. Through a number of different work-
shops and keynote speakers, the club’s leadership 
aimed to motivate its members to take initiative in 
finding professional and academic opportunities.

“There’s a stereotype of Asian Americans as a 
model minority and SASE aims to break that,” 
Shreyas Radhakrishna, a fourth-year computer sci-
ence major and one of the co-presidents of the UCSB 
SASE chapter, said. “One of our goals is to help our 
members be more outspoken, to be able to stand up 
for themselves, to step up where it’s necessary and 

to be able to step out of their comfort zone and act 
on opportunities they may be tempted to pass by.”

Moreover, both the club and the conference pro-
vide an opportunity for students to comfortably 
navigate the professional sphere, while immersed 
in an environment that is keen on embracing their 
cultural identities.

“I feel like being around like-minded, very ambi-
tious individuals is very inspiring. Surrounding 
myself with professional, ambitious people has 
helped me become more ambitious,” Leung said. 
“[SASE] has helped me be more in touch with my 
roots. Being around other [Asian Americans], I 
never have to suppress anything I may have been 
conscious about before; I’m around people who 
practically grew up in the same culture.”

For its younger members, the conference provides 
a chance to experience first-hand the work that goes 

into putting on such a large event. 
“It’s nice to see how a conference like this is set 

up,” Alex Hattori, f irst-year chemical engineering 
major, said. “I’ve never done anything like this, 
where lots of companies come and you can meet a 
lot of students.” 

“The club has really helped me,” Karen Caballero-
Austria, first-year physics major, said. “Academically, 
for example, they bring a lot of people from certain 
research companies to talk about how to get intern-
ships, explore research opportunities and go over 
resumes. Learning about the companies and what 
they do and seeing what I can do to improve before 
the next conference.”

As these young students only tentatively begin to 
get a feel for what the world is like post-graduation, 
the conference provides an incomparable learning 
experience. With so many large companies like the 

NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory and Northrop 
Grumman in attendance, there is a high chance 
that they might just find something they are truly 
interested in pursuing.

“For a freshman who’s not really used to tak-
ing initiative, it was my first time getting involved 
in these sorts of [professional] events, watching 
how people interacted,” first-year biology major Se 
Hyeon Park said. “I wanted more exposure to these 
kinds of events, to learn about these companies and 
what they do.” 

Overall, the SASE conference and the UCSB 
SASE chapter provide an unrivaled resource for 
students looking to embrace the intersectionality 
of being an Asian American in the S.T.E.M. fields. 
By providing invaluable networking and research 
opportunities, they aim to prepare their members 
for success in the world outside of university.  

UCSB Selected to Host Its First SASE Conference

SASE is an organization whose mission is to bolster the Asian and Asian American identity in the S.T.E.M. fields, whether that be on a university campus or in the 
workplace. Additionally, its members strive to both celebrate and promote diversity in all forms. With over 50 active members, the UCSB chapter has solidified its place.

Courtesy of SASE

AWMAT Combines Women in Art with Technology 
Stephanie Pernett
Science and Tech Editor

When women help each other, amazing 
things can happen. That is the principle 
that is at the core of the Alliance of Women 
in Media Arts and Technology (AWMAT). 
Technology is often seen as a male-domi-
nated field, but the community at AWMAT 
offers a broad range of support, programs and 
resources to advance women in technology.

One of those resources is the conference they 
hosted over the weekend. New Perspectives: 
Innovations by Women Intersecting Science, 
Meid and Sonic Arts was a three-day confer-
ence celebrating the achievements of today’s 
generation of female media artists who use 
technology in their work. Women from back-
grounds in engineering, music, science, art 
and many others gave talks on how they were 
able to take technology and bend it to their 
needs to create incredible and new pieces of 
art. 

One such woman was the keynote speaker 
during day two, Mari Kimura. Kimura is a 
violinist and composer known for her origi-
nal technique that she named Subharmonics. 
Subharmonics is the production of pitches of 
sound up to an octave below the violin’s low-
est string without returning. This technique 
has led to her becoming a pioneer in interac-
tive computer music. 

In her address, Kimura explains how being 
at the forefront of her field is something she 
grew up with.

“[My mother] is the current president of 
ILO in Japan. It’s the International Labour 
Organization, and my grandmother was the 
first Japanese female politician,” Kimura said. 

In addition to strong female figures, her 
father is a pioneer in solar energy, as he 
designed Japan’s first solar house where Kimura grew up. 

Kimura gave anecdotes about how her parents met, how she met her 
husband and her move from New York to Irvine. While she is successful 
in her field, she speaks about the sexism her mother faced in Japan and 
the sexism she faced in the U.S. 

“My mom went back to Japan with my dad when she was eight months 
pregnant with me. She was the only female law student. Then her adviser 

comes from the other corridor and he says, ‘Oh, Mrs. Kimura, there’s 
a job opening next month,’ and then she says ‘I’m having a baby next 
month.’ That was the last job offer she got in three years,” Kimura said.

All these stories and experiences she spoke about were to support her 
message.

“If you want to advance or if you want to say something about women 
in academia, give her some help,” Kimura said. 

In this instance, Kimura was speaking about 
her children and the problems other faculty 
with young children face. Many of the guest 
speakers got to where they are now because of 
the help they received from people who sup-
ported them. 

This idea of helping one another was also 
seen in Kathy Rae Huffman’s talk. Huffman 
is an independent curator, currently based 
between Berlin and Los Angeles. She is also 
the co-founder of F.A.C.E.S., an international 
online community for women in media arts. 

F.A.C.E.S. was founded after Huffman and 
her female colleagues in European media arts 
wanted to answer the question, “Where are 
the women?” Its purpose is to bring women 
together in order to form a network among 
them. 

In addition to talking about why it is impor-
tant to help one another, other guest speakers 
spoke about how that network could benefit 
bigger issues, such as climate change. 

Victoria Vesna, an artist and professor at 
the UCLA department of Design Media Arts 
and the director of the ArtSci Center at the 
School of the Arts and California Nanosystems 
Institute (CNSI), spoke about an exhibition she 
co-curated that challenged reductive, binary 
mindsets and aimed to foster artistic interven-
tions on feminist and ecological activism. 

According the Vesna, even environmental-
ists who generally refer to non-human nature 
as the environment, the natural resources for 
human use and often still hinge on the anthro-
pocentric view are confused with ecologists 
who see the Gaia.

It is known that hundreds of species of life 
are disappearing, deforestation is worldwide and 
increasing global pollution is exacerbated by the 
rampant consumerism, says Vesna. Denigration 
of women, people of color, women and animals 

is connected to the basic dualism of Western culture.
The conference concluded with another keynote speaker, Joan La 

Barbara, followed by her performance. 
It is clear that female artists and technologists are navigating their way 

through the endless possibilities of the integration of science, technology 
and digital media, leaving their own mark in an ever-expanding creative 
and science field. 

Char Davies experimented with virtual reality and art in the ‘90s. Above is her installation Osmose. It is an immersive interactive 
vitural reality environment installation with 3D computer graphics and interactive sound, a head-mounted display and real-time 
motion tracking based on breathing and balance. It is a space to explore the perceptual interplay between the self and the world.

Courtesy of magpieaessthetic.com



Spencer Ault
Staff Writer

The UCSB men’s basketball team is riding 
high. Winners of their last seven games and 
sitting in first place in the Big West with a 
conference record of 8-2 and an overall record 
of 19-5, the Gauchos can afford to be proud of 
their season so far.

What they can’t afford, however, is 
complacency.

The next week and a half will likely be 
UCSB’s toughest stretch of basketball until 
the Big West Tournament with games against 
Long Beach State, UC Davis and UC Irvine. 

All three teams are within two games of the 
Gauchos for first place.

It’s a brutal stretch of games, but it’s also 
a chance for UCSB to solidify its position atop 
the standings and to set the tone before the Big 
West Tournament in early March. The road to 
the NCAA Tournament will likely go through 
at least one of these three teams, after all.

The first two teams on the schedule, Long 
Beach State and UC Davis, are both locked in 
a three-way tie with Cal State Fullerton for 
third place in the Big West. They are behind 
the Gauchos and the Anteaters, respectively.

First up are the Long Beach State 49ers, 
who have struggled against their peers in the 
Big West standings. The 49ers are 1-4 in games 
against UCD, UCI and CSUF, with the lone win 
coming against the Titans back in January.

Those four losses make up the entirety of 
Long Beach’s conference blemishes. 

The 49ers are 7-4 in the Big West, and they 
have suffered from some bad luck with three 
single-digit losses. 

Offensively, the Long Beach game plan 
revolves around transfer senior Gabe Levin. 
The 6-7 forward is averaging a team-high 18.1 
points and 7.2 rebounds per game in around 
30 minutes of action a night. 

Levin has outright led the 49ers in scoring 
in all but two of their Big West games, and is 
leading the conference in scoring in Big West 
play. Unsurprisingly, the senior is key to Long 

Beach success, and is a common focal point for 
defenses.

Opposing defenses can afford to focus on 
Levin because his supporting cast hasn’t done 
much to make them pay for doing so. 

The Gauchos have four players – Max 
Heidegger, Jalen Canty, Leland King II and 
Gabe Vincent – between Levin and his next 
closest teammate in conference scoring.

Part of that is due to junior transfer guard 
Bryan Alberts’s nine-game absence due to 
injury, but the Gonzaga transfer has been slow 
to readjust since returning to the lineup four 
games ago. 

Junior forward Temidayo Yussuf has 
stepped up to give the 49ers another low post 
threat, and put up a 17 point, 11 rebound 
double-double in his most recent game against 
Cal Poly. 

The 49ers will host the Gauchos on 
Thursday, which plays to a major advantage 
for a Long Beach State team that is 7-4 at the 
Walter Pyramid and just 5-8 in away games. 

The Gauchos, on the other hand, have 
proven themselves to be able road warriors 
with a 7-5 away record, including a major win 
in Davis over the Aggies most recently.

That win last Thursday is what propelled 
UCSB to their solitary perch atop the 
standings, but it’s unlikely to be a comfortable 
position. 

Even if the Gauchos are able to fight off the 
49ers on Thursday, they’ll then have to take 
on the Aggies once more on Saturday, this 
time in the Thunderdome.

With a home winning streak of 11 games 
to start the season, the longest such run in 
school history, the Gauchos have reason to 
feel confident even against such formidable 
and motivated guests as the Aggies.

In the first matchup, UCSB controlled 
much of the game, aside from a strong stretch 
run by UC Davis to make things close late in 
the game. Junior forward Jarriesse Blackmon, 
receiving extra minutes in the absence of 
Canty, was instrumental late in the game with 

eight points, all in the second half.
The Gauchos have been able to overcome 

Canty’s absence due to a suspension for 
violating team rules, but the team has made 
no announcements on the timetable for his 
return. Barring a change in status before 
Thursday, UCSB will likely have to adapt once 
again.

Against UC Davis, the Gauchos were able 
to do so thanks to a balanced team offensive 
effort. Four players finished in double-digits, 
with Leland King II leading the way with 19 
points and 15 rebounds, his fifth double-
double of Big West play.

UCSB won’t be the only team dealing with 
a mysterious and impactful suspension on 
Saturday. 

UCD’s star forward, Chima Moneke, has 
missed the team’s last three games after being 
sent home prior to the team’s Feb. 3 game 
against Long Beach State.

While the Gauchos are 2-0 without their 
suspended forward, the Aggies have struggled 
a bit more, going 1-2 while sliding down from 
first place in the Big West to a tie for third. 

The reasons and timetable for Moneke’s 
return are still up in the air, so it’s quite 
possible both teams will once again be 
shorthanded on Saturday.

Junior guard TJ Shorts II has stepped up 
in Moneke’s absence with almost 27 points 
per game in the last three games. Junior Siler 
Schneider has also taken on an expanded 
role, but the Aggies haven’t been able to fully 
replicate Moneke’s production.

The Gauchos have a tough midterms week 
ahead of them, with two games against teams 
with a combined conference record of 14-8. 

A successful week however, would cement 
the team’s status as the one to best in Big West 
play, and push UCSB past 20 wins for the first 
time since 2009-10.

The Gauchos take on Long Beach State on 
Thursday in Long Beach at 7 p.m. The ’Chos 
then host UC Davis in the Thunderdome on 
Saturday at 2 p.m.

Kendra Jackson
Staff Writer

The UCSB women’s basketball team is due to face off against the Cal State Fullerton 
Titans tonight at home in the Thunderdome.

These two teams are very familiar with each other as of late, since they just matched 
up against each other last Saturday, Feb. 10 on CSUF’s home court. 

In their last bout, the Gauchos defeated the Titans in a low-scoring battle, 59-52.
The win by the Gauchos put them at 9-14 for the season and 6-5 in the Big West, 

while CSUF went down to 7-16 overall and 2-8 in conference play.
UCSB mounted an 18-point lead at the start of the second half, leading the home 

team 36-18, which would be Santa Barbara’s biggest advantage of the game. 
The visitors continued to dominate, riding a 47-38 lead going into the fourth quarter 

of the game – but nearly faltered late, letting their opponents gain headway. The game, 
though it was close, ended with Santa Barbara getting the lead back and gaining the 
victory.

Working hard for every basket they got, UCSB was able to edge out the home team 
by shooting a slightly higher field goal percentage (42.6 percent), compared to Cal State 
Fullerton’s (39.2 percent).

Redshirt senior forward Drew Edelman had another big game, achieving her third 
straight double-double with a stellar performance consisting of 22 points on 10-for-15 
shooting and 11 rebounds. 

Junior guard Hannah Thompson led the Titans with 13 points, and freshman 
forward Carolyn Gill had a commanding 11 points and 8 rebounds.

Gill has been a big factor for CSUF both offensively and defensively, as she got 
buckets and proceeded to force the Gauchos to commit several turnovers. The tandem 
duo of Thompson and Gill will be worth watching for Santa Barbara in the next game.

Bench play for UCSB will need to be productive to keep up with CSUF’s bench play.

Freshman guard Triann Thompson and freshman forward Xinavane Foreman give 
the Titans a spark off the bench, and will need to be contained on Thursday.

Thompson flirted with a double-double, contributing eight points and seven 
rebounds, while Foreman ended the game with six points and five rebounds. 

When asked about what the team did right to end the game with a win and what she 

plans on implementing for Thursday’s matchup, Head Coach Bonnie Henrickson noted:
“I thought defensively we played great and had good pressure on the ball. We 

defended their half court sets. But give them credit. They did a great job,” Henrickson 
said. “They shot over 50 percent in both the third and fourth quarter to make it a ball 
game and take the lead. So we’ll take what we did to get up nearly 20, we’ll take what we 
didn’t do to give up and lose the lead and then we’ll take what we did to win the game. So 
there are three lessons in that.”

Henrickson went on to speak about how the team game plan for the upcoming game 
will not differentiate much from their game plan the last time the Gauchos played the 
Titans just a few days ago.

The visiting Gauchos showed a big defensive presence against Cal State Fullerton in 
the matchup and will need to bring that same energy and pressure on Thursday, if they 
want to end the game with the same result.

Though CSUF is only 2-8 in conference play, Henrickson made it known that their 
upcoming opponents are not to be taken lightly.

“You can’t look at their record and say ‘they are this, because this is what their record 
is.’ They’re not. They have been in single-digit games, just like ours.  We don’t do that 
going into the game,” she explained. 

“We are hunting and building momentum to try and get success. We’ve got to make 
sure to bring our A-game for forty minutes because we did for a chunk of the game, but 
obviously not when we allowed them to shoot such a high percentage from the floor. 
They got layups, offensive rebounds and got to the free throw line. We’ve got to turn 
them over and be more aggressive.”

Santa Barbara will need to remain focused on both ends of the court and be more 
conscientious about keeping any lead they build so as to obtain and sustain the advantage 
against CSUF.

Catch the Gauchos against Cal State Fullerton at home in the Thunderdome tonight, 
Feb. 15 at 7 p.m.
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SPORTSNBA All-Star weekend is set to 
take place this weekend, and 

only one thing is on my mind: 
LOS ANGELES TRAFFIC. If 

you manage to survive that, you 
can survive AAAAANYTHING.

Armchair QB
It was announced on Tuesday, Feb. 12 
that the UCSB men’s soccer team had 

eight high school recruits sign National 
Letters of Intent (NLI) to attend and 
play for the Gauchos soccer program. 

UCSB M SOCCER

Gaucho-Mania: MBB Carries 7-Game Streak Into LBSU

We are hunting and building 
momentum to try and get 

success. We’ve got to make 
sure to bring our A-game for 

forty minutes ... 

“
BONNIE HENRICKSON

UCSB Looks to Stay Afloat in Big West Conf., Host CSUF

UCSB’s current 19-5 start is its best since its 1987-88 season when it started out 
20-5. The ‘Chos 8-2 Big West record is tied for their best conf. start since 1991-92. 
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No … The Dallas Cowboys Are Not “America’s Team”

Kendra Jackson
Staff Writer

We all know nostalgia. As a ’90s baby, I get it. I remember everything from 
the bulky SEGA Genesis cartridges to when PlayStation was the lone wolf and 
Xbox wasn’t even invented yet. 

But no matter how great those memories make me feel, the realization is 
… this isn’t the ’90s anymore. 

The past belongs in the past, and it’s time we all stop living in the past 
and come to terms with reality – The Dallas Cowboys are not America’s Team.

Calling the Dallas Cowboys America’s Team is an insult that America just 
does not deserve.

Sports is all about, “What have you done for me lately?” And let’s be 
honest: the Cowboys haven’t done anything. 

I could sit here and try to convince you that the Pittsburgh Steelers should 
be America’s Team because they have the most Super Bowl victories (for now), 
or I could tell you that Captain America himself, Tom Brady, and his dynasty-
driven Patriots are the true heroes of America, but I won’t.

Instead, let’s use logic to distinguish why the Cowboys not only aren’t 
America’s Team, but in fact, they’re a team not many in America even like.

First off, it is imperative that an avid sports fan knows exactly where the 
term “America’s Team” even comes from. 

Legendary sportscaster John Facenda coined the term when he referred 

to the Dallas Cowboys as “America’s Team” during the highlight reel of their 
1978 season.

You don’t have to do the math to know that’s over four decades ago. 
Next, let’s talk about what really matters: Super Bowl victories. 
How are the Cowboys in the hardware department? 
The last Super Bowl the Dallas Cowboys won was in 1996. Dubbing them 

America’s Team when they haven’t had a championship in over 20 years is a 
pretty big loss for America.

Though it can’t be overlooked that the Cowboys do have five Super Bowl 
wins from years past, most of those wins were before some of us were even 
born. Sure, that doesn’t take away the fact that those championships are 
accomplishments that were very real, but, again, the name they still carry is 
highly outdated.

In retrospect, the Cleveland Browns were dominant in the 1950s. 
Does that mean they still get brownie points for what they used to be? 

Absolutely not. Had football fans been calling them America’s Team back 
then, up until today, people would really be rethinking that now.  

Still not convinced the Cowboys aren’t the team they once were?
The Jacksonville Jaguars have more postseason wins in the past 20 years 

than the Dallas Cowboys do.
Up until their most recent breakout season and their AFC Championship 

game loss to the New England Patriots, the Jacksonville Jaguars hadn’t had 

a winning season in ten years and hadn’t won more than five games in a year 
since 2010. And yet they still have more playoff wins than the Cowboys do.

Sure, Cowboys owner Jerry Jones would like to convince you that his 
flashy stadium and gorgeous cheerleaders establish them as America’s Team, 
but no.

America isn’t just flashy; America gets stuff done. Something these current 
Dallas Cowboys wouldn’t know anything about.

It’s ironic if you think about it: Jerry Jones has got billions and billions of 
dollars, but sadly, he still can’t seem to buy another Super Bowl win.

And for all of you folks who miss Tony Romo and what he (debatably) 
brought to the table, I’ve got something for you: Blake Bortles, who just 
became a starting quarterback in the 2017-2018 season, has as many playoff 
wins as your old beloved Romo who played for 14 seasons.  

Don’t know who Blake Bortles is? My point exactly.
In the words of Jay-Z: “Men lie, women lie, but numbers don’t.” And the 

numbers for the Cowboys, or lack thereof, speak volumes. 
So the next time you find yourself watching yet another unbearable 

Thanksgiving showdown between the Dallas Cowboys and some other team 
who is probably more deserving of a home game, I challenge you: Don’t call 
the Cowboys America’s Team. 

Instead, just change the channel. They probably won’t be in the Super 
Bowl anyway.

KEVIN CHAN / DAILY NEXUS

A new champion is here, and the NFL season is over, but this doesn’t change the falsehood of who “America’s Team” is

No … The Dallas Cowboys Are Not “America’s Team”

Baseball Fever: UCSB Begins 2018 Season on the Road
Jorge Mercado
Sports Co-Editor

In 2016, the UCSB baseball team exceeded all 
expectations, setting a new program best in overall 
wins with 43 on the season and earning a berth to 
the College World Series for the first time in school 
history. That playoff run was truly a Cinderella 
story, one that ended too soon, without an NCAA 
championship, but gave much hope for the future.

Coming into 2017, Santa Barbara was expected 
to finish at least third in conference and was actually 
ranked coming into the year at No. 19 in the country. 
Of  course, nothing went as expected. The Gauchos 
would go on to finish with a very disappointing 24-32 
overall record and a Big West worst 8-16 conference 
mark.

Both records were the worst in the Andrew 
Checketts era and the 24 victories were the lowest 
win total since the 2010 season. 

A large part of what went wrong last year for 
UCSB last year was pitching. While Checketts is 
known for his ability to build a solid pitching staff, 
injuries played a huge factor in the Gauchos’ inability 
to put together a solid rotation for the entirety of the 
campaign.

As a team last year, the Gauchos bullpen 
accumulated a 5.24 ERA, the second worst mark in 
the Big West. That mark was also ranked 183 out of 
the 295 NCAA D-I programs. This year, UCSB hopes 
to turn this around as it returns some good arms 
while also adding a couple to the rotation.

Junior right-handed pitcher Noah Davis returns 
for his third year at Santa Barbara, one he hopes can 
bring some health to his résumé. As the primary 
Friday starter last season, the Huntington Beach 
native posted a 7-4 record in 13 starts with a 4.63 
ERA. 

He finished with a career high in strikeouts with 
65 but did battle injuries throughout the year. If all is 
well health-wise, Davis should resume as the Friday 
starter. 

Along with him, the bullpen returns midweek 
starter Ben Brecht. The true sophomore posted a 3.99 
ERA in 14 appearances, including eight starts, to tally 
a 4-2 record. Another key returner is Chris Lincoln. 
In 28 innings, the sophomore gave up 31 hits and 
15 earned runs, but showcased a well of talent in the 
strikeout department, tallying 25. 

Nonetheless, fans seem to know what to expect 
out of senior right hander Stevie Ledesma. The 
backyard kid, plucked from SBCC, was always the first 

call in a decisive game and he didn’t disappoint. 
Though his 2-5 record is a bit disappointing, 

the senior tallied 57 strikeouts in just 43.2 innings 
pitched. Of course, with a lot of strikeouts comes 
a lot of opportunity to hit some stuff at the plate. 
Ledesma had a 6.80 ERA and gave up six dingers, tied 
for second most on the team.

Newcomers to the pen are redshirt freshman 
Jack Dashwood and true freshman Chris Troye. 
Dashwood was the cream of the crop of a wonderful 
recruiting class two seasons ago but sat out the 2017 
campaign due to injury. 

As for Troye, his story is a bit more interesting. 
Brought in as a catcher, he has shown some ability to 
be a pitcher. 

The Brentwood native has pitched to speeds of 97 
mph, showing promise. Now let’s see if he can put it 
together in a real game.

Batting wise, the Gauchos are also in a precarious 
position. UCSB lost two of its top three batters in 
terms of batting average including Austin Bush, 
whose 20 homeruns set a new program record last 
season.

Santa Barbara still retains a lot of talent, however, 
as redshirt sophomore Tommy Jew batted .295 last 
season and had the second most RBI’s on the team 
with 30. 

Bound for a breakout year, sophomore Armani 
Smith is due for one big time. The outfielder showed 
tremendous promise last season batting .285 and 
slugging .397, but even more promising is how hard 
his swing is. 

Other key returners are the Louisville slugger 

Sam Cohen, who had eight homeruns last season, 
and shortstop Clay Fisher, who will not be playing the 
field until his shoulder has completely healed but will 
see some action at the plate as a DH.

The team who stands in the way of the Gauchos 
on opening weekend is San Diego State, a team who 
won 42 games last season and a Mountain West 
Championship. 

The Aztecs are in the same position as the Gauchos 
were last season, hoping to exceed expectations 
following a tremendous season. Defeating UCSB in a 
best of three series to begin the year would be a good 
gauge of where the team is at early on, something the 
coach himself alluded to.

Senior shortstop David Hensley and sophomore 
right-handed pitcher Logan Boyer are two notable 
returners for the Aztecs and were also named to the 
2018 all-MW preseason team. The team was picked 
to finish second.

Although the Gauchos will be facing a tough 
team to open the season, the most important thing 
for them is working on what they can get better at. 
This early in the season, nothing is set in stone. This 
is a team that is comprised of solid returners, but if it 
wants to excel, it needs another Armani Smith to step 
up in their first year of collegiate action.

Regardless of what happens this weekend, one 
thing is for certain: Checketts and the team have put 
last year behind them. With that brings hope that we 
can be cheering this team on at Omaha come mid-
June.

UCSB opens its season against San Diego State at 
6 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 16 at Tony Gwynn Stadium.

Seven of the first eight games for the UCSB baseball team are either on the road or 
at neutral sites. During its 2017 campaign, Santa Barbara went 8-18 in away contests.

ERIC SWENSON / DAILY NEXUS 
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ARTSWEEK
Southern Rapper J.I.D Makes SB Debut at Velvet Jones

Neha Makkapati
Reporter

This past Sunday night J.I .D, EarthGang and 
a multitude of other artists performed for the 
moshing, passionate hip-hop heads of Santa 
Barbara on the Never Had Sh!t Tour. With the 
amalgamation of sof ter songs such as “All Bad” 
and the gritty, upbeat “NEVER,” J.I .D’s album 
The Never Story successfully exempli f ies al l ele-
ments of a well-rounded hip-hop album. The 
Atlanta rapper managed to grab the crowd’s 
attention with his resonating messages and 
welcoming stage presence at Velvet Jones.  

From Atlanta , Georg ia , both EarthGang 
and J.I .D were recently signed to J. Cole’s 
Dreamville Records, attracting a widespread 
fanbase despite only recently reaching a level 
of fame. Although it was a late Sunday night, 
fans were lined up for over an hour around the 
perimeter of Velvet Jones, anxiously waiting 
to watch the various performers leading up to 
J.I .D.

The col laborative per formance of Venus 
and Doc, better known as EarthGang, had 
the crowd’s adrenaline rushing as they called 
for the audience to make room for mosh pits, 
jumping in to crowd surf. Doc appeared on 
stage in his signature ski mask and Venus 
wore a shir t representing their new project 
Robots as they performed their most popular 
songs, many from the album Stray with Rabies . 
Toward the end of their part, they brought up 
four fans to the stage and asked them to dance 
to their fast-paced rapping, continuing to 
interact with their audience by extending their 
arms and jumping onto the rai l ing of the stage.

Fol lowing Ear thGang, J . I .D entered the 
stage performing his latest album’s opener, 
“Doo Wop,” as the crowd rejoiced af ter heav-
i ly anticipating his arrival, chanting the lyr-
ics along with him. His overall production 
was very intimate with the audience as he 
explained between songs that everyone should 
be thankful for what they have, that he came 
from a dif f icult background with his brother 
incarcerated and was inf luenced negatively 
by his peers. He also encouraged everyone to 
follow their dreams and to do what inspires 
them as he demonstrated by leaving college to 
pursue music.

The Never Story includes an interesting com-
bination of di f ferent aspects of hip hop that 
makes it distinct from other albums. J.I .D. 
smoothly transitioned from comical cuts such 
as “EdEddnEddy” and “Underwear” to fast-

paced, hard-hitting tracks. Thunderous song 
“NEVER” had the audience chaotically bump-
ing into each other, whereas “Hereditary” pos-
sessed a more R&B-inf luenced sound that had 
the crowd swaying. On a dif ferent note, “All 

Bad” displayed J.I .D’s true singing ski l ls with 
his sof t voice and ri f fs at the end of his words, 
that, combined with Mereba’s musical ta lent, 
made for a harmonic fusion of voices.

Second-year economics major Christ ine 
Kim was very impressed by J.I .D’s stage pres-
ence, explaining, “The energy that the rapper 
had completely transferred onto their crowd.”

Throughout the night, it was very easy 
to connect with the performers as the small 
venue welcomed closeness and the perform-
ers frequently stopped to talk to the audience 
about their beliefs. J.I .D explained, “This is a 
dream come true, I appreciate you all. I hope 
that something resonates with you tonight. 
It ’s not about turning up or being sad and 
shit. It ’s about expanding yourself and taking 
something home.” He continues to say, “You 
can turn the fuck up, go crazy, but l isten, too, 
because it ’s fucking valuable for al l of us.” 

J.I .D followed by performing an acoustic 
freestyle, not l i f t ing his voice for even a mere 
second. The audience was cheering him on, 
encouraging his long rap and appreciating his 
lyrical genius.

As the spectators relentlessly awaited the 
next song, J.I .D called up Earthgang onto 
the stage to perform their collaboration “D/
Vision.” Each rapper took their turn belting 
out the lyrics to their verse while r iding on 
the rapid energy of the fans, who remained 
energetic despite the long night of hip-hop 
and dancing.

J.I .D f inally concluded his performance by 
bringing up all his openers, such as Mereba, 
Lute, Chaz French and EarthGang, to join 
him for the f inal song, “NEVER,” the single he 
dropped before releasing the full a lbum and 
undoubtedly his most popular song to date. 
The audience was in havoc as he stood on the 
rai l ing of the stage while rapping, the security 
even holding on to the back of his shir t ensur-
ing he wouldn’t fa l l of f stage.

As the song ended and the crowd was sti l l 
moshing, people were cheering in deep appre-
ciation of the immensely talented group of 
people al l standing on stage in conjunction. 
On tour together, Mereba, Lute, Chaz French, 
EarthGang and J.I .D took up the small stage as 
a family, representing the Never Had Sh!t Tour 
and Dreamvil le Records with conf idence and 
love for each other and their fans.

CHRISTINE KIM / DAILY NEXUS 

5 KCSB Shows You Should Be Listening to Now
Kristina Valencia
Reporter

Regardless of what kind of music you listen to, KCSB is sure to have something that’ll tickle your fancy. 
Located under Storke Tower, KCSB has been spinning tracks since 1962 when its founder, Bill Harrison, 
founded the first University of California non-commercial and educational radio station. Since then, it has 
grown into a platform where local students and community members can share underrepresented music and 
news without the interference of advertisements or paid content. So, if you’re looking to find some new tunes, 
here are the shows to listen to.

1: “To Andromeda and Back,” Mondays 8-10 p.m.

KCSB’s most popular genre is of the eclectic variety. Because this style is so diverse and wide-ranged, it’s 
almost impossible not to like at least one of these shows. Described as a show full of “mellow haze and obfus-
cated rays” is B.no’s “To Andromeda and Back.” This show plays everything from what they call “noise rock 
vomit” to baroque to shadow electronic, often playing artists like Portugal. The Man, Mac DeMarco, The War 
on Drugs, Alvvays, Kurt Vile and many others. If you’re into a wide variety of hipster indie, rock or pop, this 
is the show that has it all. “To Andromeda and Back” is on air Mondays 8-10 p.m.

2: “Kells Bells,” Fridays 2-4 p.m.

If you’re into the current punk and DIY scene, then “Kells Bells” might just be the perfect show for you. 
Often going back and forth from playing modern rock to rock from the ’60s and ’70s, DJ Kellan Staninger 
makes sure not only to highlight the works of these lesser known artists, but also to describe their creative pro-
cess as well. The diversity in the “Kells Bells” lineup is vast, ranging from older bands like The Kinks, Electric 
Light Orchestra and The Velvet Underground to more modern artists like Ariel Pink, Car Seat Headrest, Ty 
Segall, Wavves, R. Stevie Moore and more (pun intended). “Kells Bells” is on air Fridays 2-4 p.m.

3: “She’s Lost Control,” Saturdays 3-5 p.m.

Ever wanted a radio station dedicated entirely to female vocalists of every genre? KCSB DJ Julia does just 
that with her show “She’s Lost Control.” Ranging from popular indie tracks by artists like Mazzy Star to 
more ambient songs with little to no vocals whatsoever, this show highlights the importance of women in the 
music industry. Additionally, this show serves a greater purpose than just spreading female music: It stands 
as a gesture to point out the inequalities women face when trying to pursue a typically male-dominated field. 
So to that I say thank you to DJ Julia. Her show often features a great variety of female artists and groups 
like Midwife, Frankie Cosmos, Hinds, Nadia Villa and Angel Olsen. “She’s Lost Control” is on air Saturdays 
3-5 p.m.

4: “Jazz Straight Ahead,” Thursdays 12-2 p.m.

Next up is DJ Stanley Naftaly’s show “Jazz Straight Ahead.” What sets this jazz show apart from the others 
at KCSB is the fact that Stanley Naftaly has been a DJ here since 1968. This show focuses primarily on the 
music of classic jazz players from the ’40s and ’70s. This show includes musicians like Miles Davis, Modern 
Jazz Quartet, Jimmy Giuffre, Mulgrew Miller and Louis Armstrong. While the entire archive of this show 
since the ’60s isn’t available online, you can still check out his radio playlists from as early as August of 2009. 
“Jazz Straight Ahead” is on air Thursdays 12-2 p.m.

5: “Rock Latino,” Tuesdays 6-8 p.m.

Finally, we have Angel Lopez’s show, “Rock Latino,” which is described as “a mix of Spanish-language 
rock, funk, ska and more, with a fusion of Latin rhythms.” Similar to Naftaly, DJ Angel Lopez has been work-
ing at KCSB for years (since 1995!), which really demonstrates his passion and love for Latino rock music. 
Some of the artists Lopez plays on “Rock Latino” are Ska-P, La Castaneda, Nacha Pop, Twin Tones, Gustavo 
Cerati, Voodoo Glow Skulls and many others. This radio show might be the most original on KCSB as it suc-
cessfully bridges the gap between American rock and Latinx rock. “Rock Latino” is on air Tuesdays 6-8 p.m.

While I chose to shed light on only these five KCSB shows, each and every one truly has its own unique 
value that deserves to be listened to. Because KCSB is non-commercial and run by students and local com-
munity members, none of these programmers get paid for their time on air. This kind of commitment and 
passion for music is what’s kept it alive since the beginning of time, so why not tune in and enjoy the hard 
work your fellow Gauchos have put into their radio shows? The next time you’re looking for background music 
to accompany you while you study or exercise, try skipping your normal Spotify playlist and tune into KCSB 
instead — you might just find your next favorite artist.  
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Vagina Monologues Bring Intersectional Discourse to Campbell
Catherine Weatherly
Reporter

Campbell Hall was f illed with a resound-
ing chorus of “Vagina! Vagina! Vagina!” as 
the UCSB Women’s Ensemble Theater Troupe 
rang in its annual performance of “The Vagina 
Monologues” on Friday night. Its successful 
opening night was one of three possible show-
ings for audiences to attend, with two more 
being of fered on Saturday. 

This year’s “Monologues” spoke especially to 
the increasing diversity and individual empow-
erment within the feminist movement and 
within the production itself, but the emcees’s 
did not fail to note that equal representation of 
all women — regardless of whether those women 
possess a vagina — is still something that the 
show has yet to achieve. Yet its monologues and 
Herstories (pieces written originally by their 
performers) that spanned dif ferent ethnicities, 
sexual orientations, gender identities, shapes, 
occupations and experiences seemed to mark a 
step in the right direction. 

The atmosphere in Campbell Hall was buzz-
ing with excitement before the show. Some 
people were f inding seats among their friends, 
while others were out in the lobby making pur-
chases from an assortment of vagina-related 
merchandise that the production had to of fer, 
which included anything from “Pussy Pops” to 
“Vagitarian” T-Shirts. All the proceeds from 
these purchases went to the Santa Barbara 
Rape Crisis Center and the One Billion Rising 
Campaign, a campaign dedicated to ending vio-
lence against women. 

Two MC’s guided the show’s course, often 
prefacing monologues and Herstories by 
explaining their origins or to whom they are 

dedicated. They immediately made the show an 
interactive experience by getting the audience 
involved in the repeated chanting of “vagina.” 
If there had already been an excited feel in the 
theater before this moment, it was no match for 
the exuberance that vibrated throughout the 
entire hall during this communal chant. It was 
an exercise in turning the word “vagina” into 
one of triumph and pride, and it started the 
performance of f in an enthusiastic way. 

There was no invisible thread pulling the 
monologues and Herstories along in a linear 
fashion — each story was unique from the one 
before it in both its commentary and in the 
character(s) who delivered it. Every monologue 
provided a dif ferent depiction of feminism and 
often did so in order to refute feminist stereo-
types. 

The Herstory “On Feminism” took every cli-
ché of the feminist persona and targeted them 
against the performer: a sorority girl who wears 
bras and likes to have sex with men. She argued 
that these qualities do not make her any less 
of a feminist, as feminism does not represent a 
certain type of woman but instead represents a 
set of ideals that any individual can live by. In 
another monologue titled “Because He Liked to 
Look at It,” the speaker acknowledged the con-
troversy of learning to love her vagina by seeing 
it through the eyes of a man who loved it f irst. 
As the speaker pointed out, this does not follow 
the archetypical portrayal of a feminist discov-
ering her vagina (without the help of a man). 
Yet, perhaps these perspectives that do not f it 
precisely into the mold of what society deems 
as “feminist” are doing their part to break that 
mold. 

While many of the monologues and Herstories 
combined humor, wit and metaphor to create 
messages of empowerment, others used grim 
anecdotes in order to ref lect on the work that 

still needs to be done to protect women against 
sexual assault, both in the United States and 
globally. The monologue “My Vagina Was My 
Village,” for example, graphically depicted the 
story of a Bosnian refugee woman who had 
endured sexual assault at the hands of multiple 
soldiers over the course of a week. Some of the 
last words spoken in the monologue were, “I do 
not touch now.” The performance was a chilling 
reminder that for so many women throughout 
the world, the vagina is not associated with 
strength and love but with pain and suf fering, 
both physical and emotional.  

One characteristic that was constant through-
out each of the performances was the passion 
with which they were delivered. Lines were 
of ten spoken with fervor, accompanied by 
unabashed moans and roaming hands if the 
moment demanded it. During somber perfor-
mances, the distress and sorrow could be heard 
palpably in the speakers’ voices. This visceral 
emotion was especially present during “My 
Angry Vagina,” as the speaker paced across 
the stage animatedly venting about the entire 
existence of tampons. As she spoke, one got 
the sense that she had the voices of a million 
women who felt the exact same way speaking 
though her. 

After leaving the audience in hysterics with 
the classic “The Woman Who Liked to Make 
Vaginas Happy,” the show was ended with “My 
Revolution Begins in the Body.” As would only 
make sense, the body had been commented 
on frequently throughout the night. It had 
been explored from the perspective of dif ferent 
heights in the especially creative and insightful 
Herstory, “The Animal Kingdom of Femininity,” 
and its universal beauty had been ref lected upon 
in, “An Ode to the Shy Latina.” Throughout the 
show, the performers had found beauty in every 
part of the body, and they ended the night with 
one simple command: “Go ahead, love.” 
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ON THE MENU
Ingrid Lin 
Reporter

Unicorn frappuccinos and taiyaki cones stole 
the spotlight for food porn in 2017. A new year 
means the death of existing food trends and 
the birth of others that will leave us just as, or 
maybe even more disgusted, confused or shook 
as the last. Here are the unique foods that will 
not only challenge your palate, but also up your 
Instagram foodie game for 2018. 

Avocado 
You knew it was coming. You may be rolling 
your eyes and thinking that the army of 
avocado toast, salads and burgers that came 
and conquered 2017 was just a passing fancy. 
But this fruit is adored by millennials and will 
continue to be incorporated in some new, crazy 
way that will pique your curiosity nonetheless. 

Buko Pies from Sari Sari Store
This Filipino dessert is a good photo op for LA 
residents and tourists alike. A custard pastry 
cream is mixed with fragrant slices of coconut 
and is surrounded by a buttery pie crust.

Cheese Milk Tea from Happy Lemon 
Milk tea fans are intrigued by the frothy cloud 
of cream cheese and pinch of sea salt that 
f loats on top of some freshly brewed black and 
green tea. Although it may sound odd at first, 
many claim that this unconventional pairing is 
actually delicious

.Dude Food from Ichibuns 
Restaurants are trading traditional minimalistic 
Japanese food for umami-packed calorific 
drunk food inspired by the menus found in 
casual Izakaya bars. Deep-fried squid and crispy 
chicken skewers are staples in this indulgent and 
decadent style of eating. 

Edible Flower Salads from Kaia in The Ned 
Florals for spring? Groundbreaking. No sarcasm 
intended, for f lowers are beginning to be tossed 
into healthy salads and dishes inspired by 
tropical climates to add f loral notes to refreshing 
dishes while amping up the spring aesthetic.

Freakshakes from Black Tap
These sugar-high monstrosities are sure to 
overrun your feed and your taste buds. The 
most notable milkshake f lavors out of these 
sugary delights include Cotton Candy, Cookie 
and the Sweet-N-Salty and each is served 
stacked with pieces of cake and mountains of 
other toppings.

Glittery Milkshakes from Shake Shack
To celebrate Valentine’s Day, Shake Shack is 
launching a “strawberry blonde milkshake” 
topped with a swirl of whipped cream and 
a sprinkle of glitter. Even better, part of the 
proceeds will be donated to benefit dogs. 

Impossible Burger
Omnivores and vegetarians will be confused as 
they take a bite into this 100 percent plant-based 
burger that sandwiches a look-a-like “bleeding” 
meat patty in between two buns.

Jian Bing from Bing Mi
Taiwanese night market foods are in trend, 
and jian bings are currently one of their more 
hipster-esque snacks. This thick, savory crepe 
is embedded with eggs, herbs and pickled 
vegetables and pairs well with soy sauce and 
fresh soy milk.

Kouign-Amman from Dominique Ansel 
The signature, high end croissant has a 
crispy caramelized exterior that encases 
delicate, buttery tiers of f laky pastry. Similar 
to making a croissant, it requires a labor 
intensive process of spreading butter over 
layers of dough and folding it. This currently 
obscure pastry also requires the sprinkling 
of sugar in between each layer to create the 
moist pockets of sweetness.

Loaded French Fries from Fry Guys
Your friends hungover from last night will 
post pictures of these oozing fry-canos as their 
remedy of choice. Their bellies will be full from 

the guacamole, melted cheese, pulled pork, 
bacon and coleslaw dressed extravagantly on 
top of some shoestring fries. 

Magic Noodles from Thaimee 
The name is pretty self-explanatory, but 
how the noodles change hue with a squeeze 
of lime juice is not. These gluten-free 
glass noodles are soaked in butterf ly pea 
f lower tea and later drained to create a fun, 
psychedelic salad.  

Naked Cookie Dough from Naked Dough
This indulgent cookie dough is just like the 
kind you make at home, except it comes 
with a salmonella-free guarantee. The safe-
to-eat raw cookie dough is sure to “quell 
your cookie cravings.” 

Oli Baba’s Halloumi Fries 
These are a BIG upgrade from your 
microwavable mozzarella sticks. These 
deep-fried cheese sticks drizzled with 
za’atar yogurt are packed with Middle 
Eastern f lavor with a combination of 
pomegranate seeds and a dash of sumac to 
give this cheesy dish a spicy kick.

Pasta Dumplings from Raviolo
Debating between Dim Sum and Italian 
food? Eastern f lavors crash with those from 
the west as you take a bite into these playful 
dumplings f illed with Italian ingredients.

Ramen Burger from Smorgasburg 
The fusion of these two popular instant 
foods makes a savory combination 
containing a meat patty, arugula, cheese, 
their special sauce and scallions pressed 
between two rounds of grilled ramen. 

Sushi Croissants from Mr. Holmes Bakehouse
This odd, f ish-scented pastry is actually 
appetizing to many. A golden brown and 
buttery shell hides a salmon, dried seaweed, 
ginger and wasabi center.

Tiramisu Soft Serve from CottonHi
A drizzle of mascarpone sauce and a 
sprinkle of cocoa tops the simple soft serve 
that is lodged with a large lady f inger. A 
pipette of coffee is poured over it to melt 
the web of cotton candy below. 

Unicorn something 
Need we say more? No matter how much you 
are over it, some version of a unicorn food 
is probably currently under construction 
and its emergence will once again turn 
social media into a food-crazed frenzy. 

Vegetarian Cheesesteak from Rooster Soup 
Created by chef Mike Solomonov, this 
gooey, broccolini based creation is a 
healthyish take on Philly’s comfort food. 
The broccolini is braised with spices, wine 
and tomato sauce to give it a meaty texture. 
Slices of provolone are toasted on a hoagie 
roll and served with French dip. 

Wowfulls 
Inspired by 1950s Hong Kong street snacks, 
the egg waff le cone serves as a vessel for 
numerous ice cream f lavors and colorful 
toppings.

Yam Ice Cream
Better known as Ube, or purple yam, 
this unique ice cream f lavor has gained 
momentum since last year and is known for 
its naturally deep but bright lavender color 
that makes it a must try for foodies. 

Zucchini and Other Superfoods 
Important ingredients in the healthy eating 
phenomena, zucchini and other nutrient 
-rich foods such as quinoa and chia seeds 
will be incorporated in more dishes to cater 
towards the increasing number of people 
who have plant-based diets. Foods with 
super powders such as matcha, turmeric 
and maca root will also be added to 
restaurant menus. 

Instagram-Worthy Food 
Trends of 2018 A to Z
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Stamps! Who doesn’t like stamps? 
They’re little, sticky, and have funny 
drawings of dogs and airplanes on 
them. They’re the universal symbol 
of sending and receiving messages, 
and were the main MacGuffin in 
Thomas Pynchon’s “The Crying of 
Lot 49.“ Since it’s nearing that special 
time of year, I thought to myself, “why 
don’t I see what the fairer sex has to 
say about stamps?” Here are 30 girls 
I met on tinder, and their opinions on 
stamps. Love is in the mail.

Me: What do you 

think of stamps?

Jameecee: I think they’re pretty 
postal
They’re very postal Jameecee. In fact, 
they’re exclusively postal.

Carmen: Yes
Well put, Carmen.

Sofi: Like for mailing stuff?
Sofi, what do you think of when you 
hear “stamps”?

Alexis: Haha
I was serious.

Dana: Wtf you mean
There’s no need to curse, Dana.

Maya: Yes I have
That’s fantastic, Maya.

Alyssa: Looking for a good time;) 
add me on kik
Alyssa was later revealed to be look-
ing for something else entirely.

Lauren: That’s one way to start a 
convo
Yes. It really is, Lauren.

Kayla: lol
Thanks for giving me something 
to work with, Kayla.

Jeike: I’ve never even seen a 
stamp
I had to take a walk after this one.

Ashley: I think I saw one once
I’ve been taking a lot of walks 
recently.

Trinity: They’re too expensive
Damn straight.

Shayna: My grandpa gave me 
stamps before he died
Shayna’s Grandma is doing well, 
if anyone was curious.

Liz: I like them
Liz, if you’re out there, call me.

Lauren: They’re stupid
Lauren, if you’re out there, call 
me (I’m a complex guy).

Lauren: Hahah
She unmatched with me a day 
later.

Jena: Wtf
I later explained to Jena what 
stamps were and she apologized 
for getting so hostile.

Shelby: They’re pretty postal
Is there some sort of joke book in 
the girl’s bathroom I’m unaware 
of?

Tiffany: What kind of stamps
Stamps.

Tiffany: I think we have a class 
together
Don’t avoid the question, Tiffany.

Anabel: ???
I mean it’s a straightforward 
enough question, right?

Sophie: (unmatched)
I guess she really didn’t like stamps.

Steph: Would you stop asking 
that lol
I would if you’d answer, Steph.

Jessica: Why
The definition of insanity is doing 
the same thing over and over 
again and expecting a different 
result.

Elaina: Like for the mail
I think I need a new hobby.

Rebecca: …..
Stamps must be a delicate subject 
in Rebecca’s house.

Maddy: no
Yes.

Lily: hmmmmm
Some say she’s still thinking 
about it to this very day.

Kayla: Do you party
Not with you, Kayla.

Lex: Stick around and f ind out 
(laughing emoji)
I did. She doesn’t.

Samantha: Idk, should I think 
something about stamps?
Beautiful.

Ryan Watt is a f ilm and media 
studies and English double-
major, and is really just trying 
to focus on his career right 
now.

I Asked 30 Girls on Tinder for Their Thoughts on Stamps
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Lauren Jensen
Staff Writer

Valentine’s Day is a time 
for contemplation as cou-
ples give each other super-
f icial presents as hollow 
of ferings to the consumerist 
machine. Or for single folks, 
it ’s a time to f igure out 
which snack to pair with 
the Netf l ix show they’ l l 
pathetically binge watch. 

On this day even Cupid’s 
arrow can pierce the hard-
est of hearts, and Delta 
Theta Phi fraternity mem-
ber Scooter McGunderson 
is no exception. 

“I was looking forward 
to the nine Tinder dates I 
had set up for today. Ladies 
love a guy who’s DTF 
with no strings attached,” 
McGunderson said, “But 
waking up in a pile of red 
solo cups wearing a strang-
er’s pants on DP with no 
memory of the night before 
got me thinking: ‘Is there 
more to life than just casual 
sex?’” 

McGunderson, a fourth 
year psychology major at 
UCSB, is putting his educa-
tion to good use by analyz-
ing the devastating emotion-
al torment that being single 
brings. McGunderson has 
completely revamped his 
social media, tearing down 

old photos of beer-chugging 
festivals and his muscle shirt 
collection to be replaced 
with a more “approachable” 
prof ile in hopes of f inding a 
permanent mate.

“I never rea l ized how 
I’ve never had a real girl-
friend up until this point.” 
McGunderson admit ted , 
straightening his cap to the 
front of his face. “I feel pain 
constantly now, it’s like in 
between my third and fourth 
rib...I think I might be dying.” 

While representatives at 
Student Health have assured 
McGunderson that his chest 
pains are in fact normal, 
there has been large con-
cern regarding other areas 
that are not. “This has to 
be the worst case we’ve ever 
seen,” an anonymous source 
remarked, shoving a basket of 
condoms into the reporter’s 
arms. “We don’t hand this 
shit out for nothing.

McGunderson is intent 
on get t ing a g irl f r iend 
before graduation, saying 
“Valentine’s Day has really 
opened up my eyes. I owe so 
much to Valentine: he’s look-
ing out for his bros.” 

Lauren Jensen is a third 
year who will spend this 
Valentine’s Day eating dis-
counted chocolates just 
because.

Here’s a Valentine’s Day 
Epiphany: Previously 
DTF Man DTForm a 
Genuine Relationship
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MARCH 21 - APRIL 19
Stop signs. You like to stop sometimes.

TAURUS
APRIL 20 - MAY 20

Do Not Enter. Wear this next 
time you go to a frat party.

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 20

Yield, I guess? I’m already 
running out of street signs.

CANCER
JUNE 21 - JULY 22

The weird People Crossing sign 
that nobody pays attention to.

LEO
JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

“Road Work ahead? Uh 
yeah, I sure hope it does.”

VIRGO
AUGUST 23 - SEPTEMBER 22

No U-Turn because you never change 
your mind when you set it in stone.

LIBRA
SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22

Dead end. And only because 
Google doesn’t have any more street 
signs apparently. You’re a cool guy.

SCORPIO
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 21

No Tresspassing. Challenge accepted.

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 21

No Smoking (or vaping)  allowed within 20 
feet of the building. Better put that Juul away.

CAPRICORN
DECEMBER 22 - JANUARY 19

Keep Left. Because 
nothing is going right.

AQUARIUS
JANUARY 20 - FEBRUARY 18
55 MPH speed limit. You gotta go fast!

PISCES
FEBRUARY 19 - MARCH 20
School Zone. You go slightly less fast than 

Aquarius but you have to be more attentive.

Hey, Hillary Clinton: I Pegged

VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION PAGE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE DAILY NEXUS OR UCSB. OPINIONS ARE SUBMITTED PRIMARILY BY STUDENTS.

Human beings seem to have this innate desire to 
put things in orifices, whether it be their finger up 
their nose, their hand into a dark hole in the public 
bathroom wall or, in this case, a phallic object up their 
buttholes. Lucky for us, the last one tends to feel pretty 
good, granted it’s done conscientiously.

Never had the desire to stick something up your 
ass? Well, hopefully after you read this article, you’ll be 
a bit more open-minded.

Now, while butt play can feel good to just about 
anybody, those with male anatomy have the pleasure 
advantage here. About 2.5-3 inches up their booty, men 
have this glorious thing called the prostate. No, it’s not 
just there to potentially give people life-threatening 
cancer; in fact, the prostate is a magical organ that can 
provide men with a type of bliss that’s hard to match.

At this point, guys, you might be telling yourselves 
that it’s “gay” to put stuff up your butt in a sexual way. 

I’m here to say, “Nope! Not gay at all.” 
Are you attracted to other men? If you answered 

yes, then okay, yeah, you might be gay. However, if 
you answered with a resounding no, then you’re not 
gay, you’re just curious what a dildo might feel like 
stuffed up your anal canal. The act of fucking yourself 
in the ass isn’t what’s gay — rather, it’s the attraction to 
who is doing the fucking. 

The first time I suggested butt play to my current 
partner, he agreed because it seemed like something I 
really wanted to do, not because he thought it would 
feel good. That opinion changed pretty quickly after 

I slipped a finger into his ass while giving the most 
enthusiastic blowjob I’ve ever performed. After a bit 
more stimulation, he came from fellatio for the second 
time in his life, so it’s safe to say he was probably into 
it.

It was even better next time when I got further in 
and found his prostate. I knew I had struck sex gold 
when I started massaging the smooth, stiff, spherical 
lump that lives up there and my guy’s eyes rolled into 
the back of his head. 

He came to when he thought he felt like he was 
going to pee. Instead, he began leaking an insane 
amount of pre-cum. Like, it was a small stream flowing 
down his dick onto his stomach. He freaked out for a 
second because he didn’t understand what was going 
on, but once he figured out it wasn’t a sign he was 
dying, he got waaayyyyy more enthusiastic.

After this session, both of us realized a few things: 
1) My fingers were too short and his ass was too tight 
for me to really get up there.
2) We both wanted to take this much further.

This being said, we talked about it and decided to 
implement some toys into this new pastime of ours. 
The existence of toys was not new to us, but, thus far, 
they’d only been stuck into me. Because it was known 
by both of us that I was more well-versed in sexual 
safety and just sexual knowledge in general (thank you, 
r/sex), Boy trusted me with obtaining the first pocket 
rocket to enter his butt.

I knew that looking for an ass dildo was going to 
be different than looking for a pussy dildo for a few 
reasons. First off, assholes tend to be much tighter 
than vaginas, so preparation and build-up was going to 
take longer. This meant that I had to start small and go 
from there so I didn’t make his butthole a buttchasm. 

Second, the shape of the new object needed to 

be unique so that the prostate would be adequately 
stimulated. After all, that’s the whole reason we’re 
doing this. So I started looking at dildos that had 
a slight curve to them, as suggested by my online 
research. 

Lastly, I looked for something with a smooth 
texture for easy insertion. I settled on a glass dildo 
from Amazon for $10 that’s about seven inches long 
and 1.5 inches in circumference. It has anal beads on 
one side and a pointed tip on the other for maximum 
pleasure.

Since I wasn’t planning on letting go while doing the 
deed, I wasn’t too concerned with finding an ass dildo 
with a base flare — something commonly suggested to 
keep shit from getting stuck up there without a way 
out. My subsequent purchases are definitely going to 
have a base, though, because I underestimated the 
slipperiness of lube on glass. Nothing got lost, but it 
was definitely hard to maintain a stable grip while 
thrusting.

But let me tell you, that thing is magical. It had Boy 
begging me to fuck harder, and afterward he said he 
almost came from just that nearly three times. 

He reported that his dick was “sore from being 
so hard,” but he also said that wasn’t a bad thing. 
Apparently, the orgasm from a mixture of him fucking 
me and the dildo in his ass was much more intense 
than a normal one. He described it as an orgasm he 
would have after not cumming for a week or so.

Soon, he was the one asking me to fuck him — not 
me. The next thing on our list is a legitimate strap-on 
that I’ll use to peg him, which honestly shocked me a 
bit because I wasn’t even the one to suggest it. I thought 
we’d go about this process in small increments, maybe 

a butt plug here and there, but I definitely did not ever 
picture myself full-on pegging him. Once he proposed 
it, though, I couldn’t think about anything else. I don’t 
think I’ll be able to until it actually comes to fruition 
(which will hopefully be soon).

I’ll leave y’all with a compressed list of Dos and 
Don’ts in case reading this sparked some curiosity in 
you and you want to try your hand at sticking things 
in orifices:

DO go slow. Like any muscle, the anus has to get 
warmed up before it gets positively rammed, and this 
can take a few days. That’s right: days. The act of 
relaxing enough to allow something up your butt takes 
a while to master, so try incorporating some mild ass 
play into the sexy times leading up to the big shebang. 
Also, the feeling of needing to poop might need some 
getting used to as well (that never really goes away).

DO use lots of lube. Again, assholes are tight. You’re 
gonna need something to help ease the dildo in there, 
and lube kinda exists to do that. Make sure you use the 
right lube, though. Silicone-based lube should never 
be used with silicone toys because it compromises the 
integrity of the toy’s structure. Also, oil-based lubes 
shouldn’t be used with safer sex barriers (i.e. condoms) 
because those will also deteriorate and can have serious 
consequences. Water-based lube tends to be the least 
problematic, but do look into the pros and cons of 
each type of lube before you get some.

DON’T kinkshame!!!! If you partner asks you if you 
guys could try this out, don’t freak out and make them 
feel bad about themselves. I’m not saying you should 
do it if you don’t want to, but be understanding and 
calmly explain that you’re not interested. You don’t 
have to be a dickwad about it.

Roxie Night wants you to be safe and open-minded 
when experimenting with new things.

Opinion writer Roxie Night details her experience with the often stigmatized sexual 
activity known as “pegging” and provides several tips for the sexually ambitious.

To Do (or Don’t) List:
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The signs as signs.

Roxie Night
Opinion Writer

DO go slow. It takes awhile to 
get used to the sensation of having 

something up your anus. Some mild 
ass-play incorporated before the 

grand finale will help you get used 
to the feeling. 

DO choose the right lube: Silicone-
based lube should never be used with 
silicone toys because it compromises 

the integrity of the toy’s structure. 
Also, oil-based lubes shouldn’t be 
used with safer sex barriers (i.e. 

condoms) because those will also 
deteriorate and can have serious 
consequences. Water-based lube 

tends to be the least problematic, but 
do look into the pros and cons of each 

type of lube before you get some.

DON’T kinkshame!!!! If you 
partner asks you if you guys 

could try this out, don’t freak out 
and make them feel bad about 
themselves. I’m not saying you 

should do it if you don’t want to, 
but be understanding and calmly 
explain that you’re not interested. 
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